A 
GENERAL COLLECTION 
OF THE 


BEST AND MOST INTERESTING 


VOYAGES AND TRAVELS 


IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD; 


MANY OF WHICH ARE NOW FIRST TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH. 


DIGESTED ON A NEW PLAN. 


— 


BY JOHN PINKERTON, 


AUTHOR OF MODERN GEOGRAPHY, &:. &c. 


* 





ILLUSTRATED WITH PLATES. 


VOLUME THE THIRTEENTH. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED OR LONGMAN, HURST, REES, ORME, AND BROWN, PATERNOSTER-ROW 5 
AND CADELL AND DAVIES, IN THE STRAND, 


1812, 












































. 
~ 
: 
a 
ws 
> 
—_ 
. 2 a, 
a ; ~ 4 a gone Sor 7 - 
=—— Bh cer : ONviaial oro Biwdlpje: tit ; : 
ie os ae : 3 rome 
~ - J / ] = ees 
was . 2 ~ « ; 





A 
GENERAL COLLECTION 
OF THE 


BEST AND MOST INTERESTING 


VOYAGES AND TRAVELS 


IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD; 


MANY OF WHICH ARE NOW FIRST TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH. 


DIGESTED ON A NEW PLAN. 


— 


BY JOHN PINKERTON, 


AUTHOR OF MODERN GEOGRAPHY, &:. &c. 


* 





ILLUSTRATED WITH PLATES. 


VOLUME THE THIRTEENTH. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED OR LONGMAN, HURST, REES, ORME, AND BROWN, PATERNOSTER-ROW 5 
AND CADELL AND DAVIES, IN THE STRAND, 


1812, 





Strahan and Prefton, 
Printers-Street, London. 


A = 
GENERAL COLLECTION 


OF 


VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 








NORTH AMERICA, continued, 





THE 


GENERAL HISTORY 


oF 


VIRGINIA, NEW ENGLAND, anv THE SUMMER ISLES: 
WITH THE : - 


Names of the Adventurers, Planters, and Governors, from their firft beginning, Anno 1584, to this 
prefent 1624; with the Proceedings of thofe feveral Colonies, and the Accidents that befell them 
in all their Journies aad Difcoveries, S oe 

ALSO, 


THE MAYS AND DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL THOSE COUNTRIES, THEIR COMMODITIES) 
PEOPLE, GOVERNMENT, CUSTOMS, AND RELIGION, YET KNOWN. 
Divided into Six Boks. 


By Captain Joun Smiru, 
Sometime Governor in thofe Countries, and Admiral of New England. * 


a 


TO THE ILLUSTRIOUS AND MOST NOBLE PRINCESS, THE LADY FRANCES, 
DUCHESS OF RICHMOND AND LENOX. 


May it pleafe Your Grace, : 
i Bae Hiftory, as for the rarity and variety of the fubje&t, fo much more for the 
judicious eyes it is like to undergo, and moft of all for that creat name, whereof 
it dareth implore prote€tion, might and ought to have been clad in better robes than my 
- rude military hand can cut out in paper ornaments. But becaufe, of the moft things 
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therein, Iam no compiler by hearfay, but have been a real actor; Itake myfelf to have 
a property in them ; and therefore have been boid to challenge them to come under 
the reach of my own rough pen. That, which hath been indured and paffed through 
with hardfhip and dcnger, is thereby fweetened to the aétor, when‘he becometh the | 
relator. lhave deeply hazarded myfelf in doing and fuffering, and why fhould I ftick 
to hazard my reputation in recording ? He that acteth two parts is the more borne 
withal if he come fhort, or fail in one of them. There fall we look to find a Julius 
Cefar, whofe atchievements fhine as clear in his own commentaries, as they did in the 
field? I confefs, my hand, though able to wield a weapon among the barbarous, yet 
well may tremble in handling a pen zméng fo many judicious : efpecially when I am fo 
bold as to call fo piercing, and fo glorious an eye, as Your Grace, to:view thefe poor - 
ragged lines.- 

Yet my comfort is, that heretofore honorable and virtuous ladies, and comparable 
but amongft themfelves, have offered me refeu and protection in my greateft dangers : 
even in foreign parts, [have felt relief from that fex. The beauteous Lady Tragabig- 
zanda, when I was a flave to the Turks, didall fhe couldto fecure me. When | over. 
came the Bafhaw of Nalbrits in Tartaria, the charitable Lady Callamata fupplied my 
neceflities, In the utmoft of many extremities, that Mefled Pokahontas, the great 
King’s daughter of Virginia, oft faved my life. When I efcaped the cruelty of pirates 
and moft furious ftorms, a long time alone in a fmall boat at fea, and driven afhore in 
France’ “the good lady Madam Chanoyes, bountifully affifted me. 

An& fo verily thefe my adventures have tafted the fame influence from your gratious 
hard, which hath given bicth to the publication of this narration. If therefore your 
.Grace {call deign to caft your eye on this poor book, view, I pray you, rather your own 
bounty (without which it had died in the womb) than my imperfections, which have no 

. hetp but the fhrine of your glorious name to be fheltered from cenforious condemnation, 
Vouchfafe fome glimpfe of your honourable afpeét, to accept thefe my labours ; to 
proteét them under the fhadow of your excellent name : which will enablé them to be 
prefented to the King’s royai Majelty, the moft admired Prince Charles, and the Queen 
of Bohemia: your {weet recommendations will make it the worthier of their good 
countenances. And as all my endeavours are their due tribute: fo this page thall 
record to pofterity, that my fervice fhall be to pray to God, that you may ftill continue 
the renowned of your fex, the moft honored of men, and the highly blefled of God. 


Your Grace’s faithful and devoted fervant, 


JOHN SMITH. 


A PREFACE OF FOUR POINTS. 


1. THIS plain hiftory humbly fheweth the truth; that our moft royal K.ag James 
hath place and oppertunity to inlarge his ancient dominions without wronging any 
(which is a condition moft agreeable to his moft juft and picus refolutions): and the 
Pri -e His Highnefs may fee where to plant new colonies, The gaining provinces 
adavth to the King’s crown ; but the reducing heathen people to civility and true reli- 
gion, bringeth honour ‘> the King of Heaven. If his princely wifdom and pod 

any 
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hand, renowned through the world for admirable government, pleafe but to fet thefe 
new eftates into order, their compofure will be fingular: the counfel of divers is con- 
fufed ; the general 'ftock is confumed ; nothing but the touch of the King’s facred 
hand can ereét a monarchy. 

2. Mott noble Lords and worthy Gentlemen, itis your Honours that have employed 
great pains and large expence in laying the foundation of this ftate, wherein much 
hath been buried under ground, yet fomething hath fprung up, and given you a 
tafte of your adventures.- Let no difficulties alter your noble intentions. ‘The -action 
is an henour to your country; and the iffue aay well reimburfo you your fums ex. 
pended. Our prattices have hitherto been but eflays, and are ftill to be amended. 
Let your bounty fupply the neceffities of weak beginnings, and your excellent judg. 
ments rectify the proceedings; the return caunot chooiz in the end but bring you 
good commodities, and good content ients, by your advancing fhipping and fithing, 
fo ufeful unto our nation. 

3+ Ye valiant and generous fpirits, perfonal poffeflors of thefe new-found tertito« 
ries, banifh from among you cowardice, covetoufneis, jealoufies, and idlenefs, enemies 
to the raifing your honours and fortunes ; virtue, induftry, and amity will make you 
good and great, and your merits live to enfuing ages. You that, in contempt of necef- 
fities, hazard your lives and eftates, employing your ftudies and labours in thofe fair 
endeavours, live and profper as I defire my foul fhould profper. : 

4. For myfelf, let emulation and envy ceafe; I ever intended my action! thould 
be upright: now my care hath been that my relations fhould give every man they 
concern their due. “But had I not difcovered and lived in the moft of thof parts, T 
could not poffibly have colleéted the fubftantial truth from fuch a number of variable 
relations, that would have made a volume at leaft of a thoufand fheets, Though vhe 
beginning may feem harfh in regard of the antiquities, brevity, and names, a plea- 
fanter difcourle enfues. The flyle of a foldier is not eloquent, but honeft and jufti« 
fiable ; fo I defire all my friends and well-withers to exciife and accept it, and if any 
be fo noble as to refpeét it, he that brought New England to light, though long fince 
brought in obfcurity, he is again to be found a true {ervant to all good defigns. 





So I ever reft yours to command, 
JOHN SMITH, 


BOOK 1. 


How ancient Authors report the New World, now called America, was diftovered: and 
Part thereof firft planted by the Englifh, called Virginia, with the Accidents and 
Proceedings of the fame. 


For the ftories of Arthur, Malgo, and Brandon, that fay a houfand years ago 
they were in the North of America ; or the friar of Lynn, that by his black art went 

_to the North Pole in the year 1360, in that I know them not. Let this faffiee. 
The chronicles of Wales report, that Madock, fon to Owen Quineth, Prince ‘of 
Wales, feeing his two brethren at debate who fhould inherit, prepared certain {hips, 
BZ with 
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with men and munition, and left his coyntry to feek adventures by fea. Leaving Ire- 

land north, he failed weft till he came to a land unknown. Returning home, and 

relating what pleafant and fruictul countries he had feen without inhabitants, and for 

what barren ground his brethren and kindred did murder one another, he provided a 

number of fhips, and got with him fnch men and women as were defirous to live 

in quietnefs, that arrived with him in this new land in the year 1170: left many of 
his people there, and returned for more. But where this place was no hiftory can 
fhew. a : 

The Spaniards fay, Hanno, a Prince of Carthage was the firft: and the next, 
Chriftopher Columbus, a Genoefian, whom they fent to difcover thole unknown parts, 
1492+ . 

But we find by records, Columbus offered his fervice in the year 1488, to King 
Ifenry the Seventh, and by accident undertook it for the Spaniards. In the interin, 
King Henry gave a commililion to John Cabot and his three fons, Sebaflian, Lewis, 
and Sautius. John and Sebattian, well provided, fetting fail, ranged:a great part of 
this unknown world, in the year 1497. For though Columbus had found certain ifles, 
it was 1498 ere he faw the continent, which was a year after Cabot. Now Americus 
came a long time after, though the whole continent to this day is called America, after 
his name, yet Sebaftian Cabot difcovered much more than them all, for he failed to 
about farry degrees fouthward of the line, and to fixty-feven towards the north: for 
which king Llenry the Highth knighted him, and made him Grand Pilate of England. 
Being very aged, King Edward the Sixth gave him a penfion of 1661. 13s, 4d. yearly. 
By his dire@ions Sir Hugh Willowby was fent to find out the country of Rufha, but 
the next year he was found frozen to death in his fhip, and all his company. 

Mr. Martin Frobifher was fent in the year 1576, by our moft gracious Queen 

 Blizabeth, to fearch for the north-welt pailage, and meta incognita: for which he was 
knighted, honoured, and well rewarded. : 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a worthy knight, attempted a plantation in fome of thofe 
parts, and obtained letters patent to his defire ; but with this provifo, he fhould main- 
tain pofleffion in fome of thofe vatt countries within the term of fix years. Yet when 
he was provided with a navy able to encounter a king’s power, even here at home they 
fell in divifions, and fo into confufion, that they gave over the defign ere it was begun. 
Notwithftanding all this lofs, his undaunted fpirit began again, but his fleet fell with 
Newfoundland, and he perifhed in his return, as at large you may read in the third 
yolume of the Englifh Voyages, written by Mr. Hackluit. 

Upon all thofe relations and inducements, Sir Walter Raleigh, a noble gentleman, 
and then in great efteem, undertook to fend to difcover to the fouthward. And though 
his occafions and other employments were fuch he could not go himfelf, yet he pro- 
cured Her Majefty’s letters patent, and perfuaded many worthy knights and gentle- 
men to adventure with him to find a place fit for a plantation. ‘Their proceedings 
followeth. 

The moft famous, renowned, and ever worthy of all memory, for her courage, 
learning, judgment, and virtue, Queen Elizabeth, granted her letters pateuts to Sir 
Walter Raleigh, for the difcovering and planting new lands and countries, not actually 
poflefled by any Chriftians. This patentee got to be his afliftants Sir Richard Gren- 
vel, the valiant ; Mr. Williau. Sanderfon, a great friend to all fuch noble and worthy 
actions ; and divers other gentlemen and merchants, who with all {peed provided two 
{mall barks well furnifized with ail neceflaries, under the command of Captain Philip 

8 Amidas 
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Amidas and Captain Barlow. ‘Fhe 27th of April they fet fail from the Thames, the 
roth of May paffed the Canaries, and the roth of Junc the Weft Indies; which un- 
needful foutherly courfe (but then no better was known). occafioned them in that fea- 
fon much ficknefs. =f 

The 2d of July they fell in with the coaft of Florida in fhoal water, where they 
felt a moft delicate fweet fmell, though they faw no land, which ere long they efpied, 
thinking it the continent: an hundred and twenty miles they failed, not finding any 
harbour. The firft that appeared with much ditliculty they entered, and anchored, 
and after thanks to God, they went to view the next land adjoining, to take pofleffion 
of it for the Queen’s moft Excellent Majelty; which done, they found their firft 
landing-place very fandy and low, but fo full of grapes that the very furge of the fea 
fometimes overflowed them; of which they found fuch plenty in all places, both on 
the fand, the green foil, and hills, as in the plains, as well on every little fhrub, as 
alfo climbing towards the tops of high cedars, that they did think in the world were 
not the like abundance. 

We patled by the fea-fide towards the tops of the next hills, being not high, from 
whence we might {ce the fea on both fides, and found it an ifle of twenty miles in 
lengtu-and fix in breadth, the vallies replenifhed with goodly tall cedars. Difcharging 
our mulguets, fach a flock of cranes, the moft white, arofe by us, with fuch a cry, as 
if an army of men had fhouted altogether. ‘This ifle hath many goodly wocds, and 
deer, conics, and fowl in incredible abundance; and, ufing the author’s ow:. phrafe, 
the woods are not fuch as you find in Bohemia, Mufcovy, or Hircinia, barren and 
fruitlefs, but the higheft and reddett cedars of the world, bettering them of the Azores, 
Indies, or Libanus; pines, cyprefs, faflafras, the lentifk that beareth mattic, and many — 
other of excellent fmell and quality. ‘Till the third day we faw not any of the v20- 
ple; then ina little boat three of them appeared ; one of them went on fhore, to whont 
we rowed, and he attended us without any fign of fear, Aiter he had {poke much, 
though we underftood not a word, of his own accord he came boldly aboard us ;- we 
gave him a fhirt, a hat, wine, and meat, which he liked” well, amd aflter,he had well- 
viewed the barks and us, he went away in his own boat, and within a quarter of a mile 
of us, in half an hour, had loaden his boat with fith, with which he came again to the 
point of land, and there divided it in two parts, poiting one part to the fhip the other 
to the pinnace, and fo ceparted. 

‘Lhe next day came divers boats, and in one of them the King’s brother, with forty 
or fifty men, proper people, and in their behaviour very civil; his name was Granga- 
nameo, the King is called Wingina, the country Wingandacoa. Leaving his boats a 
little from our fhips, he came with his train to the point: where fpreading a mat he fat 
down. Though we came to him well armed, he made figns to us to fit down without 
any fhew of fear, ftroking his head and breatt, and alio ours to exprefs his love. 
After he had made a long fpeech unto us, we prefented him with divers toys, which 
he kindly accepted. He was greatly regarded by his people, for none of them did fit, 
nor fpezk a word, but four, on whom we beftowed prefents alfo, but he took all from 
them, making figns all things did belong to him, 

The King bimfelf in a conflict with a King his next neighbour and mortal enemy, 
was fhot in two places through the body, and the thigh, yet recovered, whercby he lay 
at his chief town, fix days journey from thence. : 2 

A day or two after fhewing them what we had, Granganameo taking moft likmg to 
a pewter difh, made a hole in it, hung it about his neck for 2 brealt-plate, for which he 

gave 
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gave us twenty deer fkins, worth twenty crowns; and for a copper kettle, fifty ikins, 


‘worth fifty crowns. Much other truck we had, and after two days he came aboard, 


and did eat and drink with us very merrily. Not long after he brought his wife and 
children ; they were bu of mean ftature, but weli-favoured and very bafhful ; fhe had 
a long coat of leather, and about her privities a piece of the fame, about her forehead 
a band of white coral, and fo had her hufband, in her ears were bracelets of pearl, 
hanging down to her middle, of the bignefs of great peas ; the reft of the women had 
pendants of copper, and the noblemen five or fix in an ear; his apparel as his wives, 
only the women wear their hair long on both fides, and the men but on one; they are 
of colour yellow, but their hair is black, yet we faw children that had very fair chefinut- 
coloured hair. 

After that thefe women had been here with us, there came down from all parts great 
ftore of people, with leather, coral, and divers kinds of dyes, but when Granganameo 
was prefent, none durft trade but himfelf, and them that wore red copper on their 
heads, as he did. Whenever he came, he would fignify by fo many fires he came with 
fo many boats, that we might know his ftrength. heir boats are but one great tree, 
which is but burnt in the form of a trough with gins and fire, till it be as they would 
have it. For an armour he would have engaged us a bag of pearl, but we refufed, as 
not regarding it, that we might the better learn where it grew. He was very juit of 
his promify, for often we trufted him, and he would come within his day to keep his 
word. Tle fent us commonly every day a brace of bucks, conies, hares, and fith, fome- 
times melons, walnuts, cucumbers, peas, and divers roots. ‘This author fayeth, their 


_corn groweth three times in five months; in May they fow, in July reap; in June 


they fow, m Auguft reap; in July fow, in Auguft reap. We put fome of our peas in 
the ground, which in ten days were fourteen inches high. 

The foilis moft plentiful, {weet, wholefome, and fruitful of all other ; there are about 
fourteen feveral forts of {weet fwelling timber trees: the moft parts of the underwood, 
bays, aad fuch like: fuch oaks as we, but far greater and better. After this acquaint. 
ance, myfelf «vith feven more went twenty mile into the river Occam, that runneth 
toward the city Skicoack, and the evening following we came to an ifle called Roanoak, 
from the harbour where we entered feven leagues; at the north end was nine houfes, 
builded with cedar, fortified round with fharp trees, and the entrance like a turnpike. 
When we came towards it, the wife of Granganameo came running out to meet us 
(her hufband was abfent,) commanding her people to draw our boat afhore for beating - 
on the billows, others fhe appointed to carry us on their backs aland, others to bring our 
oars into the houfe for ftealing. When we came into the other room, (for there was 
five in the houfe,) fhe caufed us to fit down by a great fire; after, took off our clothes 
and wafhed them, of fome our ftockings, and fome our feet in warm water, and fhe 
herfelf took much pains to fee all things well ordered, and to provide us victual. 

After we had thus dried ourfelves, fhe brought us into an inner room, where the 
fet on the board ftanding along the houfe fomewhat like frumenty, fodden venifon, 
and roafted fifh; in like manner melons raw, boiled roots and fruits of divers kinds, 
There, drink is commonly water boiled with ginger, fometimes with faflafras, and 
wholefome herbs, bu whilft the grape lafteth they drink wine. More love fhe could 
not exprefe to entertain us; they care but only to defend themfelves from the dhort 
winter, 1nd feed on what they find natural in fummer. In this feafting houfe was their 
idol, of whom they told us incredible things. When we were at meat two or three of 


her men came amongft us with their bows and arrows, which caufed us to take our 
4 
9 arms 


SMITH’S VIRGINIA. ; 7 


arms in hand. * She perceiving our diftruft, caufed their bows and arrows to be broken, 
and they beaten out of the pate: but the evehing approaching we returned to our boat, 
where at fhe much grieving, brought our fupper half-boiled, pots and all, but when 
fhe faw us, but put our boat a little off from the fhore andeie at anchor, perceiving 
our jealoufy, fhe fent divers men and thirty women to fit all night on the fhore fide 
againft us, and fent us five mats to cover us from the rain, doing all fhe could to 
perfuade us to her houfe. Though there was no caufe of doubt, we would not adven- 
ture: for on our fafety depended the voyage: but a.more kind lovin people cannot 
be. Beyond this ifle is the main land and the great river Occam, on which ftandeth a 
town called Pomeiock, and fix days higher, their city Skicoak: thofe people never faw 
it, but fay their fathers affirm it to be above two hours journey about. Into this river 
falleth another called Cipo, where is found many muffels wherein are-pearls: likewife 
another river called Nomapona, on the one fide whereof ftandeth a great town called 
Chamanock, the lord of the country is not fubje&t to Wingandacoa. Beyond him 
another King they call-Menatonon. ‘hefe three are in league with each other. 
‘Towards the fouth, four days journey, is Sequotan, the fouthernmoft part of Wingan- 
dacoa. 

Adjoining to Secotan b.ginneth the country Pomouik, belonging to the King called 
Pianidcum, in the country, Nufiok, upon the great river Neus. Thefe have mortal 
wars with Wingina, King of Wingandacoa. Betwixt Piemacum and the lord of 
Secotan, a peace was concluded, notwithftanding there is a mortal malice in the Secotans, 
becaufe this Piemacum invited divers men and thirty women to a feaft, and when they 
were altogether merry before their idol, which is but a mere illufion of the devil, they - 
fuddenly flew all the men of Secotan, and kept the women for their ufc. Beyond 
Roanoak are many ifles full of fruits and other natural increafes, with many towns along 
the fide of the continent. Thofe ifles lie two hundred miles in length, and between 
them and the main, a great long fea, in fome places twenty, forty, or fifty miles broad, in 
others more, fomewhere lefs. “And in this fea are one kundred ifles of divers bigneffes, 
but to get into it, you have but three paflages, and they-very dangerous. Though this 
you fee for moft part be but the relations of favages, becaufe it is the firft, I thought 
it not amifs to remember them as they are written by them that returned and arnved 
in England about the midft of September the fame year. This difcovery was fo 
welcome into England that it pleafed Her Majefty to call this country of Wingandacoa, 
Virginia, by which name now you are to underftand how it was planted, diffolved, 
reuned, and enlarged. 


The performers of this voyage were thefe following : 


Philip Amadas, } Captain William Grenvill, Benjamin Wood, ] 
Arthur Barlow, Pins: John Wood, Simon Ferdinando, ! of the 
, James Browewich, Nicholas Peryman, { company. 
Henry Greene, ‘John Hewes, =} 
” Sir Richard Grenvill’s Voyage to Virginia, for Sir Walter Nakeigh, 1585. 
THE oth of April he departed from Plymouth, with feven fail: the chief men with 


him in command, were Mr. Ralph Layne, Mr. Thoraas Candifh, Mr. John Ar. adel, 


Mr. Stukley, Mr Bremige, Mr. Vincent, Mr. Heryot and Mr. John Clarke, © T rd 
2 T4t 
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_tath day we fell with the Canaries, and the 7th of May with Domirico in the W eft 
Indies; we landed at Portorico, after with much ado at Izabella on the north of 
Hifpaniola, pafling by many ifles. Upon the 2oth, we fell with the main of Florida, 
and were put in great d-nger upon Cape Fear. The 26th we anchored at Wocokon, 
where the Admiral had like to been caft ;away; prefently we fent to Wingina, to 
Roanoak, and Mr. Arundel went to the main, with Manteo a favage, and that day to 
Crooton. The 11th the General vidtualled for eight days, with a felected company 
went to the main, and difcovered the towns of Pomeiok, Aquafcogoc, Secotan, and the 
great laxe called Paquipe. At Aquafcogoc the Indiins ftole a filver cup, wherefore we 
burnt the town and fpoiled their corn, fo ‘returned to our fleet at Tocokon. Whence 
we.wayed for Hatorafk, where we refted, and Granganumeo, King Wingina’s brother, 
with Manteo, came aboard our Admiral, the Admiral went for Weapomeiok, and 
Mr. John Arundel for England. QOur General “in his way home took a rich laden 
fhip of 300 tons, with which he arrived at Plymouth the 18th of September, 1585. 
‘ / 


Thefe were left under the command of Mr. Ralph Layne to inhabit the country, but 
they returned within a year. 


Philip Amidas, Admiral Mr. Kendall “Mr, Allen Mee 
Mr. ‘Thomas Heryot Mr. Gardiner Mr. Michael Pollifon 
Mr. Aton Mr. Predeox Mr. Thomas Bockner 
Mr. Stfford Mr. Rogers ; Mr. James Mafon 
Mr, Thomas Luddington = Mr. Harvy Mr. David Salter 

» Mr. Marvyn ‘Mr. Snelling Mr. James Skinner. 
“Captain Vaughan Mr. Antony Ruffe 


With divers others, to the number of 108. 


- Touching the moft remarkable things of the country, and our proceeding from the 
ayth of Auguit 1585, till the +8th of June 1586, we made Roanoack our“habitation. 
The utmoft of our di‘covery fouthward was Secotan, as we efteemed 80 leagues from 
Roanoacke. The paffage from thence was thought a broad found within the main, 
being without kenning of land, yet full of flats and fhoals that our pinnaffe could not 
pais, and we had but one boat with four oars, that would carry but, fifteen men with 
their provifions for feven days: fo that becaufe the winter approached we left thofe 
difcoveries till a {tronger fupply. To the northward, our fartheft was to a‘town of the 
Chefapeaks, from Roanoack 130 miles. The paflage is very fhallow and dangerous 
by reafon of the breadth of the found, and the little fuccour for a ftorm, but this 
territory being 15 miles from the fhore, for pleafantnefs of feat, for temperature 
of climate, fertility of foil, and commodities of the fea, befidesbears good woods, faxefras, 
walnuts, &c. is not to be excelled, by any other whatfoever. 

‘There be fundry other kings they call Weroances as the Mangoacks, Trypaniks and 
Oppofians, which came to vifit us. 

‘To the north-weft our fartheft was Chawonock from Roanoack, 130 miles; our paflage 
lieth through a broad found, but all frefh water, and the channel navigable for a fhip, 
but out of it full of f.oals. 

The towns by the way by the water, are Paffaquenock the womens’ town, Chepanoc, 
Wear-meiok ; from Mufcamunge we enter the river and jurifdiétion of Chawonock, 
theré it beginneth to ftraiten, and at Chawonock it is as Thames at Lambeth: betwixt 
them as we paffed is goodly high land on the left hand, and there is a town called 

Ohanock, 
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Ohanock, where is a great corn field, it is fubje@ to Chawonock, which is the greateft 
province upon the river, and the town itfelf car put feven hundred men into the field, 
befides the forces of the reit. ‘The king is lame, but hath more underftanding than 
all the reft, 2 

‘The river of Moratoc is more famous than all the reft, and opencth into the found 
of Weapdmeiok, and where there is but a very fmall current in Chawonock, it hath fo 
ftrong a current from the fouth-weft, as we doubted how to row againf it. Strange 
things they report of the head of this river, and of Moratoc itfelf, a principal town on 
it, and is thirty or forty days journey tothe head. This lame king is called Menatenon. 
When I had him prifoner two days, he told me that three days journey in a canoe up 

. the river Chawonock, then landing and going four days journey northeealt, there is a 
king whofe country lieth on the fea, but his beft place of ftrength is an ifand in a bay 
environed with deep water, where he taketh that abundance of pearl, that not only his 
fkins, and his nobles, but alfo his beds and houfes are garnifhed therewith. This king 
was at Chawonock two years ago to trade with black pearl, his worlt fort whereof L 
had a rope, but they were nought; but that king he fayeth hath ftore of white, and 

“had traflick with white men, for whom he refcued them; he promifed me guides to 
him, but advifed me to go ftrong, for he was unwilling ftrengers fhould come in his 
country; for his country is populous and valiant men. If a fupply had come in April, 
Irefolved to have fent a fmall bark to the northward to have found it, whilft 1 with 
{mall boats and 200 men, would have gone to the head of the river Chawonotk, with 
fufficient guides by land, infconfing myfelf every two days, where I woulc: leave 
garrifons for my retreat ti I came to this bay. 

Very near unto it is the river of Moratoc, dire€tly from the weft, the head of it. 
fpringeth out of a main rock, which ftandeth fo near the fea, that in ftorms the fea 
beats over it into this freth fpring, that of itfelf at the furfis a violent ftream. -1 
intended with two wherries and forty perfons to have Menatonons foon for guide, to 
try this prefently, till I could meet with fome of the Moratocks, or Mangoaks, but 
hoping of getting more victuals from the favages, we as Earrowly efcaped ftarving in 
that difcovery as ever men did, < ws 

ForPemiflapan, who had changed his name of Wingina upon the death of his brother 
Granganameo, had given both the Chawonefts, and Mangoaks word of my purpofe : 
alfo he told me the Chawonocks had affembled two or three thoufand to aflault me at 
Roanock, urging me daily to go againft them, and them again{t us; a great affembly I 
found at my coming thither, which fudden approach did {fo difmay them, that we had 
the better of them; and this confederacy againft us was procured by Pemiflapan him- 
felf, our chief friend we trufted ; he fent word alfo to the Moratocks and the Mangoaks, 
I came to invade them, that they all fled up into the high country, fo that where I affured 
mylelf both of fuccour and provifion, I found all abandoned. But being thus far on 
my journey 160 miles from home, and but victuals for two days, befides the cafualties 
of crofs winds, ftorms, and the favages treachery, though we intended no hurt to any : 
I gave my company to underftand we were only drawn forth upon thefe vain hopes by 
the favages to bring us to confufion: a council we held, to go forward or mete, 
but they all were abfolutely refolved but three, that whilf there was but one pint of 
corn for a man, they would not leave the fearch of that river 3 for they had two 
_maftif dogs, which boiled with faflafras leaves (if the worft fell out) upon them, and 
the pottage they would live two days, which would bring them to the Sound, where they 
fhould find fifh for two days more to pafs it to Roanock, which two days they had 
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Be faft than go back a-foot till they had feen the Mangoaks either as friends or 
O€S, : 


Though I did forefee thé danger and mifery, yet the defire I had to fee the Mangoaks 
was, for that there is a province called Chaunis Temoatan, frequented by them and 
well known to all thofe countries, where is a mine of copper they call Waffador 5 they 
fay they take it out of a river that falleth fwiftly from high rocks in fhallow water, in 
great bowls, covered with leather, leaving a part open to receive the metal, which by 
the change of the colour of the water where the {pout falleth, they {uddenly chop down, 
and have the bowl full, which they caft into the fire; it prefently melteth, and doth 
yield in five parts at the firft melting two parts metal for three of ore. The Mangoaks 
have fuch plenty of it, they beautify their houfcs with great plates thereof: this - 
the favages report ; and young Skiko the king of Chawonock’s fon, my prifoner, that 
had been prifoner among the Mangoaks, but never at Chaunis Temoatan, for he faid 
that was twenty days journey over-land from the Mangoaks. : 

Menatonon alfo confirmed all this, and promifed me guides to this metal country ; 
by land to the Mangoaks is but one day’s journey, but feven by water, which made me 
fo willing to have met them for fome aflay of this metal: but when we came there 
we found no creature, only we might fee where had been their fires, After 
our two days journey, and our victuals {pent, in the evening we heard fome cail as we 
thought Manteo, who was with me in the boat; thismade us glad; he made them a 
friendly anfwer, which they anfwered with a fong, we thought for welcome, but he 
told ux they came to fight. Prefently they did Jet fly their arrows about the boat, but 
did no hurt, the other boat {couring the fhore we landed: but they all were fled, 
and how to find them we knew not. So the next morning we returned to the mouth of 
the river, that colt us four days rowing up, and here our dogs’ pottage ftood us in good 
stead, for we had nothing elfe : the next day we fafted being wind-bound, and could not 
" pafs the Sound, but the day following we came to Chippanum, where the people were fled, 
but their wires afforded us fifh : thus being near fpent, the next day God brought us to 
Koanock. Iconclude a good mine, or the South-fea will make this counmy quickly 
inhabited, and fo tor pleafure and profit comparable with any in the world: otherwife 
there willbe nothing worth the fetching. Provided there be found a better harbour 
then yet there is, which muft be northward if there be any. Mr. Vaughan no lefs hoped 
of the goodnefs of the mine, then Mr. Heriot that the river Moratock’s head, either rifeth 
by the Bay of Mexico, or very near the South Sea, or fome part that openeth near the 
fame, which cannot with that facility be done as from the Bay of Pearls, by infconcing 
four days journey to the Chawonocks, Mangoaks, and Moratocks, Sc. 


The Confpiracy of Pemiffapan ; the Difcovery of it ; and our Return for England with 


Lrancis Drake. 


ENSENORE, a favage, father to Pemiffapan, the beft friend we had after the 
death of Granganimeo, when I was in thofe difcoveries, could not prevail any thing 
with the King from deftroying us, that all this time God had preferved, by his good 
counfel to the King to be friendly unto us. Pemiffapan thinking as the brue was in 
this laft journey w- were flain and ftarved, began to blafpheme our God that would 
fuffer it, and not defend us, fo that old Enfenore had no more credit for us; for he 
beean by all the devices he could to invade us. But in the beginning of this brute, 
wien they faw us all return, the report falfe, and had Manteo, and three favages ga 
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with us, how little we efteemed ail the people we met, and feared neither hunger, 
killing, or any thing, and had brought their’ greateft_king’s fon prifoner with us to 
Roanock, it a little affuaged all his devifes, and brought Enfenore in refpect again, 
that our God was good, and we their friends, and our foes Gould perifh, for we 
could do them more hurt being dead, than living, and that being an hundred miles 
from them, fhot, and ftruck them fick to death, and that when we die it is but for a 
time, then we returnagain. But that which wrought the moft fear among them, was 
the handy-work of Almighty Ged. For certain days after my return, Menatonon fent 
meffengers to me with pearl, and Okifco, King of Weopomeoke, to yield hinfelt 
fervant to the Queen of England. Okifco, with twenty-four of his principal men, came 
- to Pemiffapan, to acknowledge this duty and fubjection, and would perform it. All 
which fo changed the heart of Pemiflappan, that upon the advice of Enfenore, when 
we were ready to famifh they came and made us wires, and planted their fields they 
intended to abandon, (we not having one corn till the next harvelt to fuftain us.) ‘This 
being done, our old friend Enfenore died the twentieth of April; then all our ene- 
mies wrought with Pemiffapan to put in practice his devifes, which he eafily em- 
braced, though they had planted corn by us, and at Dafamonpeack, two leagues from, 
us: yetthey got Okifco our tributary, to get feven or eight hundred, (and the Man- 
doages, with the Chifapeans, fhould do the like,) to meet (as their cuftom is,) to 
folemnize the funeral of Enfenore: half of whom fhould lie hid, to cut off the 
ftragglers feeking crabs and provifion ; the reft come out of the main upon tne fignal 
by fire. ‘T'wenty of the principal of Pemiffapan’s men had charge in the night : befet 
my houfe, put fire in the reeds that covered it, which might caufe me run out fo 
naked and amazed, they might without danger knock out my brains. The fame 
order for Mr. Heriots, and the reft; for all fhould have been fired at an inftant. 
In the mean time they fhould fell us nothing, and in the night fpoil our wires, to mzke 
neceflity difperfe us; for if we were but ten together, a hundred of them would 
not meddle with us. So our famine increafed; I was forced to fend Captain Stafford 
to Croaten, with twenty, to feed himfelf, and fee if he-could efpy any fail pafs the 
coalt; Mr. Predeox with ten, to Hatarafk, upon the fame occafion ; anc other {mall 
parties to the main to live upon roots and oytters. : 

Pemiffapan fequeftering himfelf, I fhould not importune him for victuals, and to~ 
draw his troops, found not the Chawonelts fo forward as he expected, being a people 
more faithful and powerful, and defired our friendfhip, and was offended with him for 
raifing fuch tales, and all his projects were revealed to me by Skico my prifoner ; who, 
finding himfelf as well ufed by me as Pemiflapan, told me all. Thefe troubles caufed 
me to fend to Pemiflapan, to put fufpicion in his head, I was to go prefently to Croa- 
tan to meet a fleet coming to me, though I knew no fuch matter ; and that he would 
lend me men to fifth and hunt. He fent me word he would come himfelf to Roanock, 
but delaying time eight days, that all his men were there to be affembled ; not liking 
fo much company, I refolved the next day to go vifit him, but firft to give them in the 
ifle a canvifado, and at an inftant to feize on all their canoes aout the ifle; but the 
town took the alarm before I meant it ; for when I fent to take the canoes, he met one 
going from the fhore, overthrew her, and cut off two favages heads ; whereupon the 
cry arofe, being by their {pies perceived, for they kept as good watch over us, as we 
ofthem. Upon this they to their bows, and we to our arms 3 three or fouz of them 
at the firft were flain, the reit fled into the woods. ‘The next morning I went to ifla- 
monpeack, and fent Pemiflapan word I was going to Croatan, and took him in my way 
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to complain Ofocon would have ftole my prifoner Skico. Hereupon he did abide my 
coming ; and being among eight of the principal, 1 gave the watch-word to my 
men, and immediately they had that they purpofed for us; himfelf being fhot through 
with a piftol, felldownas dead, but prefently {tarted up and ran away from them all, 
till. an Irifh boy fhot him over the buttocks, where they took him and cut off his 
head. 

Seven days after Captain Stafforton fent to me, he deferied twenty-three fail. The 
next day came to me himfelf, (of whom I mutt fay this, from the firft to the lat, 
he nether {pared labour or peril, by land or fea, fair weather or foul, to perform any 
ferious fervice committed to him.) He ‘brought me a letter from Sir Francis Drake, 
whofe generous mind offered to fupply all my defeQs, of fhipping, boats, munition, 
victuals, cloaths, and men, to further this a€tion ; and upon good confultation and 
deliberation, he appointed me a fhip of feventy tons, with an hundred men, and four 
months victuals, two pinnaces, four fmall boats, with two fuflicient malters, with 
fufficient gangs. All this being made ready for me, fuddenly arofe fuch a ftorm for 
four days, that had like to have driven the whole flect on fhore ; many of them were 
forced to the fea, whereof my fhip fo lately given me was one, with all my provifion 
and company appointed, - : 7 

Notwithftanding, the ftorm ceafing, the General appointed mea fhip of one hundred 
and feventy tons, with all provifions as before, to carry me into England the next 
Auguft, or when I had performed fuch difcoveries as I thought fit, Yet they durft 
not unc>rtake to bring her into the harbour, but fhe muft ride in the road, leaving the 
care of the reft to myfelf, advifing me to confider with my company what was fittelt,. 
and with my beft {peed return him anfwer. 

Hereupon, calling my company together, who were all as privy of the General’s 
ofier as myfelf; their whole requeft was, (in regard of all thofe former miferies, and 
no hope of the return of Sir Richard Grenvill,) and with a general confent, they 
defired me to urge him, we might all go with him for England in his fleet, for 
whofe relief in that ftorm he had fuftained more peril of wreck, than in all his ho- 

~ nourable actions again{t his enemies. So with praifes to God we fet fail in June 1536, 
and arrived in Portfmouth the 27th of July the fame year, leaving this remienibrance 
to pofterity. 

To reafon lend me thine attentive ears, 
Exempt thyfelf from mind-diftrading cares : 
Leit that’s here thus projected for thy good, 


By thee rejected be, cre underftood, 
. 


Written by Mr. Ratpo Layns, Governor, 
‘* 


The Obfervations of Mr. Thomas Heriot in this Voyage, for Merchandife and Vifuals. 


WHAT before is writ is alfo confirmed by that learned mathematician Mr. Thomas 
Heriot, with then: in the country, whofe particular relation of all the beafts. birds, 
fifhes, fowls, fruits, and roots, and how they may be ufeful; becaufe I have writ it 
before, for the moft part, in the difcourfe of Captain Amidas, and Captain Layne, 
except filh-grafs, worm-filk, flax like hemp, allum, wanelth, or terra figiilata, tar, 
rofin, .nd turpentine, civet-cats, iron ore, copper that held filver, coprofe and pearl: 
let thofe briefs fuffice, becaufe I would not trouble you with one thing twice. 

Dyes. ] 
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Dyes.] For dyes, fhumack, the herb wafebur, little roots called chapacor, and the 
bark of a tree, called by the inhabitants tangomockonominge, which are tor divers 
forts of red. . 

‘What more then is related isan herb, in Dutch called melden, defcribed like an 
orange, growing four feet high ; the feed will make good broth, and the ftalk, burnt to 
afhes, makes a kind of falt; other falt they know not, and we ufed of it for pot-herbs, 
Of their tobacco we found plenty, which they efteem their chief phyfic. 

Ground-nuts, tifwaw we call China roots; they grow in clufters, and bring forth a 
bryer ftalk, but the leaf is far unlike, which will climb up to the top of the higheft 
tree ; the ufe known is to cut it in fmall piecés, then ftamp and ftrain it with water, 

- and boiled makes a jelly good to eat. Caffavia grows in marfhes, which the Indians 
often ufe for bread and broth. Habafcon is like a parfnip, nought of itfelf, except com- 
pounded ; and their lecks like thofe in England. 

Sequenummener, a kind of berry like capers, and three kinds of berries like acorns, 
called fegatamenor, ofamenor, and pummuckoner. 

Saquenuckot and maquowoc, two kind of beafts, greater than conies, and very 
good meat; in fome places, fuch plenty of grey conies, like hares, that all the people 
make them mantles of their fxins. I have the names of 28, feveral forts that are dif 
perfed in the country ; of which, 12 kinds we have difcovered, and good to eat ; but 
the favages fometimes kill a lion and eat him. 

There is plenty of {turgeon in February, March, April, and May ; all hertings in 
abundance; fome fuch as ours, but the moft part of 18, 20, or 24 inches lorg, and 
more. ‘Trouts, porpoifes, rays, mullets, old wives, plaice, tortoifes, both by fea and 
land; crabs, oyfters, mufcles, {calops, perriwinkles, crevices, fecanank: we fave the 
pictures of twelve forts more, but their names we know not. 

Turkies, {tock-doves, partridges, cranes, herns, fwans, geefe, parrots, falcoys, 
merlins; I have the names in their language, of eighty-fix feveral forts. Their 
woods are fuch as ours in England for the moft part, except rakeock, a great {weet 
tree, whereof they make their canoes; and afcopo, a hind of tree like laurel and 
faflafras. be 

Their Natures and Manners.] Their clothing, towns, houfes, wars, arts, tools, 
handicrafts, and educations, are much like them in that part of Virginia we now in- 
habit: which at large you may read in the defcription thereof; but the relation of 
their wligion is ftrange, as this author reporteth. 

Some religion they have, which, although it be far from the truth, yet being as it is, 
there is hope it may be eafier reformed. ‘They believe there are many gods, which 
they call mantoac, but of different forts and degrees. Alfo that there is one chief god, 
that hath been from all eternity, who, as they fay, when he purpofed firft tagmake the 
world, made firft other gods of a principal order, to be as inftruments to be ufed in the 
creation and government to follow; and after, the fun, moon, and ftars, as petty gods ; 
and the inftruments of the other order more principal. Firft, they fay, were made 
waters, out of which, by the gods, were made all diverfity of creatures that are vifible 
or invifikle. 

For mankind, they fay,a woman was made firft, which by the working of one of the 
gods, conceived and brought forth children ; and fo they had their beginning, but how 

- many years or ages fince, they know not, having no records, but only tradition from 
father to fon. a 


‘They think that all the gods are of human fhape, and therefore reprefent them “by 
images, 
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images, in the forms of men, which they call kewafowok ; onealone is called kewafa 3 
them they place in their temples, whére they worfhip, pray, fing, and make many 
offerings. ‘The common fort think them alfo gods. : 

They believe the ‘mmortality of the foul, when life departing from the body, ac- 
cording to the good or bad works it hath done, it is carried up to the tabernacles of the 
gods, to perpetual happinefs, or to popoguffo, a great pit, which they think to be at 
the furtheft parts of the world, where the funfets, and there burn continually. 

To confirm this, they told me of two men that had been lately dead, and revived 
again; the one happened but few years before our coming into the country, of a bad 
man, which being dead and buried, thé next day the earth over him being feen to 
move, was taken up, who told them his foul was very near entering into popoguffo, - 
had not one ef the gods faved him, and gave him leave to return again, to teach his 
friends what they fhould do to aveid fuch torment. The other happened the fame 
year we were there, but fixty miles from us, which they told me for news; that one 
being dead, buried, and taken up, as the firlt, fhewed, that although his body bad lain 
dead in the grave, yet his foul lived, and had travelled far in a long broad way, on 
both fides whereof grew more fweet, fair, and delicate trees and fruits, than ever he 
had feen before; at length, he came to moft brave and fai houfes, near which he met 
his father, that was dead long ago, who gave him charge to go back, to fhew his friends 
what good there was to do, to enjoy the pleafures of that place ; which when he had 
done, hé fhould come again. 

What fubtlety foever be in the weroances and priefts, this opinion worketh fo much in 
the common fort, that they have great refpect to their governors ; and as great care 
to avoid-torment after death, and to enjoy blifs. Yet they have divers forts of punifh- 
ments, according to the offence, according to the greatnefs of the fa. And this is 
the fum of their religion, which I learned by having fpecial familiarity with their 
priefts, wherein they were not fo fure grounded, nor gave fuch ercdit, but through 
converfing with us, they were brought into great doubts of their own, and no finall 
admiration of ours: of whic: many defired to learn more than we had means, for 
want of utterance in their language, to exprefs. 

Moft things they faw with us, as mathematical inftruments, fea-compaffes, the virtue 
of the loadftone, perfpective glaffes, burning glaffes; clocks to go of themfelves ; 
books, writing, guns, and fuch like, fo far exceeded their capacities, that they thought 
they were rather the works of god than men ; or at leaft the gods had taught us how 
to make them, which loved us fo much better than them ; and caufed many of them 
to give credit to what we fpoke concerning our God. In all places where I came, I 
did my beft to make hisimmortal glory known. And I told them, although the bible 
I fhewed contained all, yet of itfelf it was not of any fuch virtue as I thought they 
did conceive. Notwithftanding many would be glad to touch it, to kifs, and embrace 
it, to hold it to their brealts, and heads, and ftroke all their body over with it. 

‘The King Wingina where we dwelt, would oft be with us at prayer. Twice he 
was excceding fick and like to die. And doubting of any help from his priefts, think- 
ing he was in fuch danger for offending us and our God, fent for fome of us to pray, 
and be a means to our Ged, he might live with him after death. And fo did many 
others in the like cafe. One other ftrange accident (leaving others) will I mention 
before I end, which moved the whole country that either knew or heard of us, to 
ha. us in wonderful admiration. 

There was no town where they had practifed any villainy againft us (we leaving it 

; unpunifhed, 
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unpunithed, becaufe we fought by all poffible means to win them by gentlenefs) but, 
within a few days after our departure, they began to die; in fome towns twenty, in 
fome forty, in fome fixty, and in one an hundred and twenty, which was very many 
in refpeét of their numbers. And this happened in no place (we could learn) where 
we had been, but where they had ufed fome practice to betray us. And this difeafe 
was fo ftrange, they neither knew what it was, nor how to cure it 3; nor had they known 
the like time out of mind ; a thing {pecially obferved by us, as alfo by themfelves, in 
fo much thatfome of them who were our friends, efpecially Wingina, had obferved 
fuch eilects in four or five towns, that they were perfuaded it was the work of God 
through our means: and that we by him might’kill and flay whom we would, without 
weapons, and not come near them. And thereupon, whea they had any underilaading 
that any of their enemies abufed us in our journies, they would intreat us, we would 
be a means to our God, that they, as the others that had dealt ill with us, might die 
in like fort : although we fhewed them their requefts were ungodly, and that our God 
would not fubject himfelf to any fuch requefts of men, but all things as he pleafed came 
to pafs: and that we to thew ourfelyes his true fervants, ought rather to pray for the 
contrary: yet becaufe the effect fell out fo fuddenly after, according to their defires, 
they thought it came to pafs by our means, and would come give us thanks in their 
manner, that though we fatisficd them not in words, yet in deeds we had fulfilled their 
defires. 

‘This marvellous accident in all the country wrought fo ftrange opinions of its, that 
they could not tell whether to think us gods or men. And the rather that all the fpace 
of their ficknefs, there was no man of ours known to die, or much fick. They noted 
alfo we had no women, nor cared for any of theirs: fome therefore thought ve were 
not born of women, and therefore not mortal, but that we were men of an old gene- 
ration many years paft, and rifen again from immortality. Some would prophefy there 
were more of our generation yet to come, to kill theirs and take their places. Thofe 
that were to come after us they imagined to be in the air, yet invifible and without 
bodies : and that they by our intreaties, for love of us, dic make the people die as they 
did, by fhooting invifible bullets into them. 7 

‘Yo confirm this, their phyficians to excufe their ignorance in curing the difeafe, 
would make the fimple people believe, that the ftrings of blood they fucked out of the 
fick bodies, were the {trings wherein the invifible bullets were tied, and caft. Some 
thought we fhot them ourfelves from the place where we dwelt, and killed the people 
that had offended us, as we lifted, how far diftant foever. And others faid it was the 
fpecial work of God for our fakes, as we had caufe in fome fort to think no lefs, 
whatfoever fome do, or may imagine to the contrary ; efpecially fome aftrologers by 
the eclipfe of the fun we faw that year before our voyage, and by a come: which began 
to appear but a few days before the ficknefs began : but to exclude them trom being 
the #pecial caufes of fo fpecial an accident, there are farther reafons than I think fit to 
prefent or allege. / : 

‘Thefe their opinions I have fet down, that you may fee there is hope to embrace the 
truth, aud honor, obey, fear and love us, by good dealing and government: though 
fome of our company towards the latter end, before we came avray with Sir Francis 
Drake, fhewed themfelves too furious in flaying fome of the people in fome towns, 

“ upon caufes that on our part might have been borne with more mildnefs 3~notwith~ 
ftanding they juftly had deferved it. The beft neverthelefs in this, as in all ans 
befides, is to be endeavoured and hoped ; and of the worft that may happen, notice 
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to be taken with confideration ; and as much as may be efchewed ; the better to allure 
them hereafter to civility and Chriftianity. Thus you may fee 


“ How 
Nature herfelf delights herfelf in fundry Inftraments, 


That fundry things be done to deck the earth with Ornaments ; 
Nor fuffers the her fervants all fhoutd ran one race, 


But wills the walk of every one frame ina divers pace 
That divers ways and divers works, the world might better grace. 


Written by Tomas Hzrior, one of the voyage. 


How Sir Richard Grenvill «went to relieve then. . 


IN the year of our Lord 1586, Sir Walter Raleigh and his affociates prepared a fhip 
of a hundred ions, freighted plentifully of all things neceflary ; but before they fet fail 
from England it was Eafter. And arriving at Hatorafk, they after fome time fpent in 
feeking the colony up in the country, and not finding them, returned with all the pro- 
vifion again to England. ~~ 

About fourteen or fifteen days after, Sir Richard Grenvill, accompanied with three 
fhips we'l appointed, arrived there: who not finding the aforefaid thip according to 
his exp2Ctation, nor hearing any news of the colony there feated, and left by him as is 
faid 1585, travelling up and down to feek them, but when he could hear no news of 
them, and found their habitation abandoned, unwilling to lofe the poffeflion of the 
country, after good deliberation he landed fifty men in the ifle of Roanoak, plentifully 
furnifhed with all manner of provifion for two years, and fo returned for England. 

Vhere many began ftrangely to defcant of thofe crofs beginnings, and him ;_ which 
caufed me to remember an old faying of Euripides. 


Who broacheth ought that’s new, to fools untaught, 
Himfelf hall judged be unwife, and good for nought. 


Three Ships move fent to relieve them by Mr. White. 


WE went the old courfe by the Weft Indies, and Simon Ferdinando our continual 
pilot miftaking Virginia for Cape Fear, we failed not much to have been caft away, 
upon the conceit of our all-knowing Ferdinando, had it not been prevented by the 
vigilance of Captain Stafford. We came to Hatorafk the 22d of July, and with forty 
of our beft men, intending at Roanoack to find the fifty men left by Sir Richard 
Grenvill. But we found nothing but the bones of a man, and where the plantation 
had been the houfes unhurt, but overgrown with weeds, and the fort defaced, which 
much perplexed us. 

By the hiftory it feems Simon Ferdinando did what he could to bring this voyage to 
confufion ; but yet they all arrived at Hatorafk. ‘Tl hey repaired the old houfes at 
Roanoack, and Mr. George How, one of the council, Jtraggling abroad, was flain by - 
the favages. Not long after Mr. Stafford, with twenty men, went to Croatan with 
Manteo, whole friends dwelt there : one of whom we thought to have fome news of 
our fiftymen. They at firft made thew to fight, but when they heard Manteo, they 

8 ‘ 


threw 
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threw away their arms, and were friends, and defired there might be a foken given to’ 


be known by, left we might hurt them by mifprifion, as the year before one had been 
by Mr. Layne, that was ever their friend, and there prefent yet lame. 

The next day we had conference with them concerning the people of Secotan, 
Aquafcogoc, and Pomeiok, willing them of Croatan to fee if they would accept our 
friendfhip, and renew our old acquaintance : which they willingly embraced, and pro- 
mifed to bring their King and governors to Roanoack, to confirm it. We alfo under- 
ftood that Mr. Howe was flain by the men of Wingina, of Daffamonpeak : and by them 
of Roanoack, that the fifty men left by Sir Richard Grenvill, were fuddenly fet, upon 
by three hundred of Secotan, Aquafcogoc, and Daffamonpeak. Firft they intruded 
themfelves among eleven of them by friendfhip, one they flew, the reft retiring totheir 
houfes, they fet them on fire, that our men with what came next to hand were forced. 
to make their paflage among them; where one of them was fhot in the mouth, and 
prefently died, and a favage flain by him. On both fides more were hurt; but our 
men retiring to the water fide, got their boat, and ere they had rowed a quarter of a 
mile towards Hatorafk, they took up four of their fellows, gathering crabs and oyfters : 
at laft they landed on a little ifle by Hatorafk, where they remained awhile, but 
after departed they knew nor whither. So taking our leaves of the Croatans, we came 
to our ficet at Hatorafk. 

The governor having long expedted the King and governors of Pomeiok, Secotan, 
Aquafcogoc, and Daflamonpeak, and the feven days expired, and no. news vf them, 
being alfo informed by thofe of Croatan, that they of Daflamonpeak flew Mr~- Howe, 
and were at the driving our men from Roanoack, he thought no longer to defer the re- 

-venge. Wherefore about midnight, with Captain Stafford, and twenty-four men, 
whereof Manteo was one, for our guide, (that behaved himfelf towards us as a moft 
faithful Englifhman) he fet forward. 

The next day by break of day we landed, and got beyond their houfes, where feeing 
them fit by the fire we affaulted them. The miferable fouls amazed fled into the reeds, 
where one was fhot through, and we thought to have_been fully revenged, but we 


were deceived, for they were our friends come from Croatan to gathes their corn, ~ 


becaufe they underftood our enemies were fled after the death of Mr. Howe, and left 
all behind them for the birds. But they had like to have paid too dear for it, had we 
not chanced upona Weroances wife, with a child at her back, and a favage that knew 
Captain Stafford, that ran to him, calling him by his name. Being thus difappointed of 
our purpofe, we gathered the fruit we found ripe, left the reft unfpoiled, and took 
Menatonon his wife, with her child, and the reft with us to Roanoack. ‘Though this 
miftake grieved Manteo, yet he imputed it to their own folly, becaufe they had not 
kept promife to come to the governor at the day appointed. The 13th of Auguft our 
favage Manteo was chriftened, and called Lord of Daflamonpeak, in reward of his 
faithfulnefs. And the 18th, Eilinor the governor’s daughter, and wife to Ananias 
Dare, was delivered of a daughter in Roanoack ; which being the firft Chriftian there 
born, was called Virginia. 

‘Our fhips being ready to depart, fuch a ftorm arofe, asthe admiral was forced to cut 
her cables: and it was fix days ere fhe could recover the fhore, that made us doubt fhe 
had been loft, becaufe the mcft of her beft men were on fhore.. “At this time contra- 
verfies did grow betwixt our governor and the affiftants, about choofing one of them 
twelve to go as factor for them all to England ; for all refufed fave one, whom a!l men 
thought moft infufficient : the conclufion was by a general confent, they would havé the 
governor go himfelf, for that they thought none would fo truly procure their fupplies 
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as he. ‘Which, though he did what he could to excufé it, yet their importunity would 
not ceafe till he undertook it, and had it under all their hands how unwilling he was, 
but that neceffity and reafon did doubly conitrain him. Ac their fetting fail for England, 
weighing anchor, twelve of the men in the fly-boat were thrown from the capftern, by 
the breaking of a bar, and moft of them fo hurt that fome never recovered it. The 
fecond time they had the like fortune, being but fifteen, they cut the cable and kept 
company with their admiral to Flowres and Coruos ; the admiral ftayed there looking 
for purchafe: but the fly-boats men grew fo weak they were driven to Smerwick in the 
weft of Ireland. The governor went for England; and Simon Ferdinando with much 
ado atlaft arrived at Portf{mouth 1587. - 


The names of thofe landed in this plantation were, : 


John White, Governor, Chriftopher Couper, Dionis Harvie, 
Roger Bayley, ‘Thomas Stevens,. Roger Prat, 
Ananias Dare, John Samfon, George How, 
Simon Ferdinando, Thomas Smith, Anthony Cage. 


‘With divers others to the number of about 115. 


The Fifth Voyage to Virginia ; undertaken by Mr. Jobn White, 1589. ~~ 


THE -coth of March three fhips went from Plymouth, and paffed betwixt Barbary 
and Mc.zadoro to Dominico in the Weft Indies. After we had done fome exploits in 
thofe parts, the 3d of Auguft we fell with the low fandy ifles weftward of Wokokon. 
But by reafon of ill weather it was the 11th ere we could anchor there; and on the 
rath we tame to Croatan, where is a great breach in 35° and a half, in the north-eaft 
pcint of the ifle. The 15th we came to Hatorafk in 36° and a terfe, at four fathoms, 
three leagues from fhore, where we might perceive a {moke at the place where I left 
the colony, 1587. The next morning Captain Cook, Captain Spicer, and their com- 
panies, with two boats left our fhips, and dilcharged fome ordnance to give them notice 

- of our comirg; bu: when wé came there, we found no man nor fign of any that had 
been there lately, and fo returned to our boats. ‘The next morning we prepared again 
for Roanoack. Captain Spicer had then fent his boat afhore for water, fo it was ten of 
the clock ere we put from the fhips, which rode two miles from the fhore. The 
admiral’s boat being a mile before the other as fhe paffed the bar, a fea broke into the 
boat and filled her half full of water, but by God’s good will, and the careful fteerage 
of Captain Cook, though our provifions were much wet, we fafe efcaped ; the wind blew 
hard at north-eaft, which caufed fo great a current and a breach upon the bar; 
Captain Spicer paffed half over, but by the indifcreet fteering of Ralph Skinner, their 
boat was overfet, the men that could catch hold hung about her, the next fea caft her 
on ground, where fome let go their hold to wade to fhore, but the fea beat them down, 
The boat thus toffed up and down Captain Spicer and Skinner hung there tll they 
were drowned, but four that could {wim a little, kept themfclves in deeper water, were 
faved by the means of Captain Cook, that prefently upon the overfetting of their boat, 
fhipped himfelf to fave what he could. ‘Thus of eleven, feven of the chieieft were 
drowned. ‘This fo c{comfited all the failors, we had much to do to get them any more 
to feek further for the planters, ‘but by their captain’s forwardnels at laft they fitted 
themfelves again for Hatorafk ir two boats, with nineteen perfons. 11 was late ere we 
arrived, but feeing a fire through the woods, we founded a trumpet, but no anfwer 
could we hear, The next morning we went to it, but could fee nothing but the erafs, 
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and fome rotten trees burning. We went up arid down the ifle, and at lat found three 
fair Roman letters carved c. x. 0. which prefently we knew to fignify the place where I 
fhould find them, according to a fecret note between them and me, which was to write 
the name of the place they would be’in upon fome tree, door, or poft: and if they had 
been in any diftrefs to fignify it by making a crofs over it. For"at my departure they 
intended to go fifty miles into the main. But we found no fign of diftrefs; then we 
went to a place where they were left in fundry houfes, but we found them all taken 
down, and the place ftrongly inclofed with a high palizado, very fortlike ; and in one 
of the chief pofts carved in fair capital letters croaTan, without any fign of diltrefs, 
and many bars of iron, two pigs of lead, four fowlers, iron fhot, and fuch like heavy 
things thrown here and there, overgrown with grafs and weeds. We went by the 
fhore to feek for their boats but could find none, nor any of the ordnance I left them. 
At laft fome of the failors found divers chefts had been hidden and digged up again, 
and much of the goods fpoiled, and fcattered up and down, which, when I faw, I knew 
three of them to be my own; but books, pictures, and all things ee were fpoiled. 
Though it much grieved me, yet it did much comfort me that I did know they were at 
Croatan; fo we returned to our fhips, but had like to have been caft away by a great 
ftorm that continued all that night. 

The wext morning we weighed anchor for Croatan, having the anchor a-peak, the 
cable broke, by the means whereof we loft another : letting fall the third, the fhip yet 
went fo faft a drift, we failed not much there to have fplit. But God bringing us into 
deeper water, confidering we had but one anchor, and our provifion near {pont, we 
refolved to go forthwith to St. John’s Ifle, Hifpaniola, or Trinidada, to refrefh ourfelves 
and feek for purchafe that winter, and the next fpring come again to feek our country- 
men. But our vice-admiral would not, but went direétly for England, and we our . 
courfe for Trinidada. But within two days after, the wind changing, we were con- 
ftrained for the Weltern Ifles to refreth ourfelves, where we met with many of the 
Queen’s thips, our own confort, and divers others, the 23d of September 1590. And 
thus we left feeking our colony, that was never any of them found, nor feen to this day, 
1622. And this was the conclufion of this plantation, after fo much time, labour, and 
charge confumed. Whereby we fee, 

Not all at once, nor all alike, nor ever hath it been, 
That God doth offer and confer his bleffings upon men. 
. Written by Mr. Joun Waite. 


A brief Relation of the Defcription of Elizabeth's Ifle, and fome others towards the North 
Part of Virginia; and what elfe they difcovered in the Year 1602; by Captain 
Bartholomew Gofnoll, and Captain Bartholomew Gilbert, and divers other Gentlemen 
their Affociates. 


ALL hopes of Virginia thus abandoned, it lay dead and obfcured from 1590 till this 
year 1602, that Captain Gofnoll with thirty-two and himfelf in a fmall bark, fet fail 
from Dartmouth upon the 26th of March. ‘Though the wind favoured us not at the 
firft, but forced us as far fouthward as the Azores, which was not much out of our way; 
we ran direétly weft fromthence, whereby we made our journey fherter than heretofore 
_ by five hundred leagues: the weaknefs of our fhip, the badnefs of our failors, and our 

ignorance of the coaft, caufed us carry but a low fail, that made our paffage longer 

than we expected. : a 

: D2 On 
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On Friday the 11th of May, we made land, it was fomewhat low, where appeared 
certain hummocks or hills in it: the fhore white fand, but very rocky, yet overgrown 
with fair trees. Coming to an anchor, cight Indians in a bafk fhallop, with maft and 
fail came boldly aboard us. It feemed by their figns and fuch things as they had, fomé 
Bifkiners had ‘fithed there, being about the latitude of 43. But the harbour, being 
naught, and doubting the weather, we went not afhore, but weighed and ftood to the 
fouthward into the fea. The next morning we found ourfelves imbayed with a mighty 
head-land : within a league of the fhore we anchored, and Captain Gofnoll, myfelf, 
and three others, went to it in our boat, being a white fand and a bold coaft. Though 
the weather was hot, we marched to the-highelt hills we could fee, where we perceived 
this head-land part of the main, near invironed with iflands. As we were returning to 
our thip, a good proper lufty young man came to us, with whom we had but {mall 
conference, and fo we left him. Here in five or fix hours we took more cod than we 
knew what to do with, which made us perfuade ourfelves there might be found a good 
fifhing in March, April, and May. 

At length we came among thefe fair ifles, fome a league, two, three, five, or fix from 
the main ; by one of them we anchored. We found it four miles in compals, without 
houfe or inhabitant. In it is a lake near a mile in circuit, the reft overgrown with trees, 
which, fo well as the bufhes, were fo overgrown with vines, we could fcarce pafs them. 
And by the bloffoms we might perceive there would be plenty of ftrawberries, refpifes, 

‘oofeberries, and divers other fruits : befides, deer and other beafts we faw, and cranes, 
feras, ~zith divers other forts of fowl, which made us call it Martha’s Vineyard. 

The reft of the ifles are replenifhed with fuch like, very rocky, and much tin@ured 
ftone-like mineral, Though we met many Indians, yet we could not {ee their habitations: 
they gave us fith, tobacco, and fuch things as they had, But the next ifle we arrived at 
was but two leagues from the main, and fixteen miles about, environed fo with creeks 
and coves, it feemed like many ifles linked together by {mall paffages like bridges. In 
it is many places of plain grafs, and fuch other fruits and berries as before were 
mentioned. In mid May we did fow wheat, barley, oats, and peas, which in fourteen 

~ days fprung up nine inches. ‘The foil is fat and lufty, the cruft thereof grey, a foot or 
lefs in depth. It is full of high timbered oaks, their leaves thrice fo broad as ours: 
cedar ftraight and tall, beech, holly, walnut, hazel, cherry-trees like ours, but the ftalk 
beareth the bloffomn or fruit thereof like a clufter of grapes, forty or fifty ina bunch. - 
There is a tree of orange colour, whofe bark in the filing is as fincoth‘as velvet. 
There is a lake of frefh water three miles in compas, in the midft an ifle containing an 
acre or thereabout, overgrown with wood: here are many tertoifes, and abundance of 
all forts of fowls, whofe young ones we took and eat at our pleafure. Ground nuts 
as big as eggs, as good as potatoes, and forty on a ftring, not two inches under ground. 
All forts of fhell-fith, as fealops, muffels, cockles, crabs, Iobfters, welks, oyfters, 
exceeding good and very great; but not to cloy you with particulars, what Ged and 
nature hath beftowed on thofe placcs, I refer you to the author’s own writing at large. 
We called this ifle Elizabeth’s Ifle, from whence we went right over to the main, where 
we ftood awhile as ravifhed at the beauty and delicacy of the fweetnefs, befi 2s divers 
clear lakes, whereof we faw no end, and meadows very large and full of green grafs, &c. 

Here we efpied feven favages, at firit they expreffed fome fear, but by our courteous 
ufage of “hem, they followed us to the neck of land, which we thougit had been 
feverec from the main, but we iound it otherwife. Here we imagined was a river, but 
becaufe the day was far {pent, we left to difcover it till better leifure. But of good 
harbours, there is no doubt, confidcring the land is all rocky and broken lands. The 

next 
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next day we determined to fortify ourfelves in the ifle in the lake. ‘Three weeks we 
fpent in building us there a houfe. But the fecond day after our coming from the 
main, eleven canoes with near fifty favages, came towards us. Being unwilling they, 
fhould fee our building, we went to, and exchanged with them knives, hatchets, beads, 
bells, and fuch trifles, for fome beavers, lizards, martins, foxes, wild-cat fkins, and fuch 
like. We faw them have much red copper, whereof they make chains, collars, and 
drinking cups, which they fo little efteemed they would give us for fmall toys, and 
fignified unto us they had it out of the earth in the main: three days they ftayed with 
us, but every night retired two or three miles from us: after, with many rigns of love 
and friendfhip, they departed, feven of them ftaying behind, that did help us to dig and 
carry faffafras, and do any thing they could, being ofa comely proportion, and the beft 
condition of any favages we had yet encountered. ‘They have no beards_but counter- 
feits, as they did think ours alfo was, for which they would have changed with fome of 
our men that had great beards. Some of the bafer fort would fteal, but the better fort 
we found very civil and juft. We faw but three of their women, and they were but of 
mean ftature, attired in fkins like the men, but fat and well favoured. The wholefome- 
nefs and temperature of this climate, doth not only argue the people to be antwerable 
to this defcription, but alfo of a perfec conftitution of body, active, ftrong, healthful, 
and very witty, as the fundry toys by them fo cunningly wrought may well teltify. 
For ourlelves, we found ourfelves rather increafe in health and ftrength than otherwife, 
for all our toil, bad diet, and lodging, yet not one of us was touched with any sicknefs. 
‘Twelve intended here awhile to have ftayed, but upon better confideration, how »eanly 
we were provided, we left this ifland (with as many true forrowful eyes as were before 
defirous to fee it) the 18th of June, and arrived at Exmouth the 23d of July. 


But yet man’s mind doth fuch itfelf explay, 
As God’s great will doth frame it every way. 


Such thoughts men have, on earth that do but live, 
AAs men may crave, but God doth only give. 2 


Written by Joun Brierron, one of she voyage. 


A Voyage of Captain Martin Pring, with two Barks from Briftow, for the North Part of 
Virginia, 1603. 

BY the inducements and perfuafions of Mr. Richard Hackluite, Mr. John Whitfon 
being mayor, with his brethren the aldermen, and moft of the merchants of the city of 
Briftow, raifed a ftock of one thoufand pounds, to furnifh out two barks, the one of 
fifty tons, with thirty men and boys, the other twenty-fix tons, with thirteen men and 
boys, having Martin Pring an underftanding gentleman, and a fufficient mariner, for 
captain, and Robert Sualterne, his affiftant, who had been with Captain Gofnoll there the 
year before for pilot. Though they were much crofled by contrary winds upon the 
coaft of England, and the death of that ever moft memorable miracle of the world, our 
moft dear fovereign Lady and Queen Elizabeth: yet at laft they paffed by the Weftern 
Ifles, and”about the 7th of June, fell upon the north part of Virginia, about the degrees 
of 43, where they found plenty of moft forts of filh, and faw a Ingh country full of 

_great woods of fundry forts. As they ranged the coalt at a place they named Whitfun 
Bay, they were kindly ufed by the natives that came to them in troops of tens, twerties, 


and thirties, and fometimes more. But becaufe in this voyage for moft part they 
CW 
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followed the courfe of Captain Gofnoll, and have made no relation but to the fame 
effe@& he writ before, we will thus conclude: : 
Lay hands unto this work with all thy wit, 
But pray that God would {peed and perfect its 
Roper? SALTERNE. 


A Relation of a Difcovery towards the Northward of Virginia, by Captain George Way- 
mouth, 1605 ; employed thither by the Right Honourable Thomas Arundel, Baron of 
Warder, .in the Reign of our moft royal King James. 


UPON Tuefday the sth of Marchvwe fet fail from Ratcliff, but by contrary winds 
we were forced into Dartmouth till the laft of this month, then with twenty-nine as 
good feamen, and all neceflary provifions as could poflibly be gotten, we put to fea, 
and the 24th of April fell with Flowres and Corvos. We intended, as we were 
direéted, towards the fouthward of 39°; but the winds fo crofled us we fell more 
northwards, about 41° 20’: we founded at one hundred fathom, and by that we had 
run fix leagues, we had but five, yet faw no land. From the main-top we defcried 
a whitifh fandy cliff, weft-north-weft, fome fix leagues from us; but ere we had run 
two leagues further, we found many fhoals and breaches, fometimes in four fathom, 
and the next through fifteen or eighteen. Being thus embayed among thofé thoals, 
we were conftrained to put back again, which we did with no fmall danger, though 
both the wind and weather were as fair as we could defire. Thus we parted from the 
land,-which we had not before fo much defired, and at the firlt fight rejoiced, as now 
we all joyfully praifed God that he had delivered us from fo imminent danger. 

_ Here we found excellent cod, and faw many whales, as we had done two or three days 
before. Being thus conftrained to put to fea, the want of wood and water caufed us 
take the beft advantage of the wind, to fall with the fhore wherefoever ; but we found 
our fea-cards moft direétly falfe. ‘Che 17th of May we made the land again, but it 
blew fo hard we durft not approach it. The next day it appeared to us a main high 
Jand, but we found it an if'and of fix miles in compafs: within a league of it we came 
to an anchor, and went on fhore for wood and water, of which we found fufficient, 
the water gufhing forth down the rocky cliffs in many places, which are all overgrown 
with fir, birch, beech, and oak, as ‘the verge is with goofeberries, ftrawberries, wild 
peas, and rofe bufhes, and much fowl of divers forts that breed among the rocks. Here, 
as in all places elfe where we came, we found cod enough. 

From hence we might difcern the main land and very high mountains; the next day 
becaufe we rode too open to the fea, we weighed, and came to the ifles adjoining to the 
main, among which we found an excellent road, defended from all winds, for fhips of 
any burthen, in fix, feven, eight, nine, or ten fathom, upon a clay ooze. This was 
upon Whit-Sunday, wherefore we called it Pentecoft Harbour. Here I cannot omit, 
for foolifh fear of imputation of flattery, the painful induftry of our captain, who, as 
at fea, he was always moft careful and vigilant, fo at land he refufed no pains ; but his 
labour was ever as much, or rather more, than any man’s; which not only encou- 
raged others with better content, but alfo effe&ted much with great expedition. We 
digged a garden the 22d of May, where, among our garden feeds, we fowed peas 
and barley, which in fixteen days grew up eight inches, although this was but the 
cruft of the ground, and much inferior to the mould we after found in the main. 

_ After we had taken order for all our neceflary bufinefles, we marched through two 
of thefe ifles. The biggeft was four or five miles in compafs ; we found here all ae : 
8 oO 
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of ordinary trees, befides vines, currants, fprute, yew, angelica, and divers gums, 
infomuch many of our company wifhed themielves fettled here. Upon the 3oth our 
captain with thirteen went to difcover the main: we in the fhip efpied three canoes that 
came towards the hip, which, after they had well viewed, one of them. came aboard with 
three men, and by our good ufage of them, not long after the ret. ‘Two days we 
had their companies ; in all refpeéts they are but like them at Elizabeth’s Ifles, there- 
fore this may fuffice for their defcription. In this time our captain had difcovered a 
fair river, trending into the main forty miles, and returned back to bring in the fhip. 
‘The favages alfo kept their words, and brought us forty beaver, otter, and fable fins, 
for the value of five fhillings in knives, glaffes, combs, and {uch toys, and thus we 
ufed them fo kindly as we could, becaufe we intended to inhabit in their country, they 
lying aboard with us, and we afhore with them; but it was but as changing man for 
man as hoftages, and in this manner many times we had their companies. ~ 

At laft they defired our captain to go with them to the main to trade with their 
Bafhabes, which is their chief lord, which we did, our boat well manned with fourteen, 
yet would they row fafter with three oars in their canoes than we with eight ; but when 
we faw our old acquaintance would not ftay aboard us as before for hoftage, but did 
what they could to draw us into a narrow cirque, we exchanged one Owen Griffin with 
them fur a young fellow of theirs, that he might fee if he could difcover any trea- 
chery, as he did, for he found there affembled two hundred and eighty-three favages 
with bows and arrows, but not any thing at all to trade as they pretended. Thefe 
things confidered, we conceited them to be but as all favages ever had been, kind 
till they found opportunity to do mifchief. Wherefore we determined to take fome 
of them, before they fhould fufpe@ we had difcovered their plot, left they fhould abfent 
themfelves from us} fo the firft that ever after came into the fhip were three, which” 
we kept, and two we took on fhore with much ado, with two canoes, their bows and 
arrows. 

Some time we fpent in founding all the ifles, channels, and inlets thereabouts, and 
we found four feveral ways a fhip might be brought into this bay. In the interim there- 
came two canoes more boldly aboard us, fignifying we fhould brig our thip to the 
place where he dwelt to trade. We excufed ourfelves why we could not, but ufed 
them kindly, yet got them away with all the fpeed we could, that they fhould not be 
perceived by them in the hole; then we went up the river twenty-fix miles, of which 
1 had rather not write, than by my relation-detra@ from it. It is in breadth a mile,, 
near forty miles, and a channel of fix, feven, eight, nine, or ten fathoms ; and on both 
fides, every half-mile, gallant coves, to contain in many of them one hundred: fail, 
where they may lie on oze, without cable or anchor, only moored with a hawfer, and 
it floweth cighteen feet, that you may make, dock, or careen fhips with much facility. 
Befides, the land is moft rich, trending all along on both fides in an equal. plain, nei- 
ther rocky nor mountainous, but verged with a green border of grals, doth make 
tender to the beholder her pleafant fertility, if by cleanfing away the woods fhe were 
converted into meadow. 

"Yhe woods are great and tall, fuch as are fpoken of in the iflands, and well watered 
with many frefh fprings. Our men that had feen Oronoque, fo famous in the world’s 
ears, Reogrande, Loyer, and Slion report, though they be grea. and goodly rivers, 
_ yet are not comparable to it. Leaving our fhip we went higher, till we were feven 
miles higher than the falt water flowed ; we marched towards the mountains we had 
feen, but the weather was fo hot, and our labour fo great, as our captain was con- 
tented to return. After we had erected a crofs, we left this fair land and river, in 

which: 
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which the higher we went the better we liked it, and returned to our fhip.. By the 
way we met a canoe, that much defired one of our men to go up to their Bafhabes ; 
but we knew their intents, and fo turned them off ; and though we had both time and 
provifion to have difcovered much more, and might have found peradventure good 
trade; yet becaufe our company was but f{mall, we: would not hazard fo hopeful a 
bufinefs as this was, either for our private or particular ends, being more regardful of 
a public good, and promulgating God’s holy church by planting Chriitianity, which 
was the intent of our adventurers fo well as ours. Returning by the ifles in the entry 
of the Sound, we called them St. George’s Iles, and becaufe on Sunday we fet out of 
England, on Sunday alfo the 16th of June we departed hence. When we had run 
thirty leagues, we had forty fathoms, then feventy, then one hundred. After two or 
three watches more we were in twenty-four fathoras, where we took fo much cod as 
we did not know what to do with: and the 18th of July came to Dartmouth, and all 
our men as well, God be thanked, as when they went forth. 
Thus may you fee, 
God hath not all his gifts beftowed on all or any one, 


Words fweeteft, and wits fharpelt, courage, ftrength of bone; 
All rarities of mind and parts do all concur in none. 
. 


Written by Janmxs Rosiex, one of thé voyage. 
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The Sixth Voyage 1606, to another Part of Virginia, where now are planted our Englifh 


Colonies, (whom God increase and preferve, ) difeovered and defcribed by Captain Jobn 
Smith, fometime Governor of the Country. v 


BY thefe former relations you may fee what inconveniences ftill croffed thofe good 
intents, and how ‘great a matter it was all this time to find but a harbour, although 
there befo many. But this Virginia is a country in America, between the degrees of 
34 and 45 of the north latitude. The bounds thereof on the eaft fide are the great 
ocean ; on the fouth lieth Florida ; on the north, Nova Francia 3 as for the weft 
thereof, the limits are unknown. Of all this country we purpofe not to fpeak, but 
only of that part which was planted by the Englifhmen, in the year of our Lord 1606, 
and this is under the degrees 37, 38, and 39. ‘The temperature of this country doth 
agree well with Englith conttitutions, being once feafoned to the country ; which 
appeared by this, that though by many occafions our people fell fick, yet did they 
recover by very fmall means, and continued in health, though there were other 
great caufes, not only to have made them fick, but even to end their days, &c. 

The fummer is hot as in Spain, the winter cold as in France or England. ‘The heat 
of fummer is in June, July, and Auguit, but commonly the cool breezes afluage the 
vehemency of the heat. ‘The chief of winter is half December, January, February, 
and half March. ‘fhe cold is extreme fharp ; but here the proverb is true, that no 
extreme long continueth. : : 

Inthe year 1607, was an extraordinary froft in moft of Europe, and this froft was 
found as extreme i. Virginia. But the next year, for $ or 10 days of ill weather, 
other 14 days would be as fummer. 

‘The winds here are variable, but the like thunder and lightning to purify the air, 
7 nave feldom either feen or heard in Europe. From the fouth-weft came the greateft 
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_ fome more, fome lefs, Other plains there are few, but only where the 'favages inha- 
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onits, with thunder and heat. The north-weit wind is commonly cool, and bringeth 
air weather with it. From the north is the greateft cold ; and from the eaft and 
fouth-eaft, as from the Bermudas, fogs and rains. : 

Sometimes there are great droughts, other times much rain, yet great neceffity 

of neither, by reafon we fee not but that all the rarity of needful fruits in Europe 
may be there in great plenty, by the induftry of men, as appeareth by thofe we there 
planted. 
- ‘There is but one entrance by fea into this country, and that is at the mouth of a very 
goodly bay, eighteen or twenty miles broad. The cape on the fonth is called Cape 
Henry, in honour of our moft noble Prince. The land, ‘white hilly fands, like unto the 
Downs, and all along the fhores great plenty of pines and firs. 

‘The north cape is called Cape Charles, in honour of the worthy Duke of York. 
The ifles before it, Smith’s Ifles, by the name of the difcoverer. Within is a country 
that may have the prerogative over the moft pleafant places known, for large and 
pleafant navigable rivers; heaven and earth never agreed better to frame a place 
for man’s habitation, were it fully manured and inhabited by induftrious people. 
Here are mountains, hills, plains, vallies, rivers, and brooks all running moft 
pleafantly into a fair bay, compaffed, but for the mouth, with fruitful and delightfome 
land. In the bay and rivers are many ifles both great and {mall, fome woody, fome 
plain, moft of them low and not inhabited. This bay lieth north and fouth, in 
which the water foweth near two hundred miles, and hath a channel for one hundred 
and forty miles of depth, betwixt fix and fifteen fathoms, holding in breadth for the 
moft part ten or fourteen miles. From the head of the bay to the north-weft, the land is 
mountainous and fo in a manner from thence by a fouth-weft line ; fo that the more 
fouthward, the farther off from the ba@are thofe mountains; from which fall certain, 
brooks, which after come to fine principal navigable rivers. ‘Thefe run from the~ 
north-weft into the fouth-eaft, and fo into the weft fide of the bay, where the fall of 
every river is within twenty or fifteen miles one of another. 

The mountains are of divers natures, for at the head of -he bay the rocks are of @ 
compofition like mill-(tones ; fome of marble, &c.; and many pieces like cnriftal, we 
found, as thrown down by water from thefe mountains. For in winter they are co- 
vered with much fnow, and when it diffolveth the waters fall with fuch violence, that 
it caufeth great inundations in, fome narrow vallies, which is fcarce perceived, being 
once in the rivers. ‘Thefe waters wath from the rocks fuch gliftering tinctures, that 
the ground in fome places feemeth as gilded, where both the rocks and the earth are 
fo Splendent to behold, that better judgments than ours might have been perfuaded 
they contained more than probabilities. ‘The vefture of the earth in_ moft places doth 
manifeftly prove the nature of the foil to be lufty and very rich. The colour of the 
earth we found in divers places, refembleth bole armoniac, terra figillata, and lemnia, 
fuller’s-earth, marl, and divers other fuch appearances: but generally for the moft 
part it isa blackefandy mould, in fome places a fat flimy clay, in other places a very 
barren gravel. But the beft ground is known by the vefture it beareth, as by the 
greatnels of trees, or abundance of weeds, &c. . 

The country is not mountainous, nor yet low, but fuch pleafant plain hills, and, 
fertile vallies, one prettily crofling another, and watered fo conveniently with frefk 
brooks and fprings, no lefs commodious than delightfome. By the rivers ave many 
plain marfhes, containing fome twenty, fome one hundred, fome two hundred acre, 
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bit, but all overgrown. with trees end weeds, being a plain wildernefs as God fir 
made it. ' : : : ts 

On the weft fide of the bay we faid were five. fair and delightful navigable rivers: 
The firft of thofe,- end the next to the mouth of the bay, hath its courfe from the weft- 
north-welt 5 it is called Powhatan, according to the name of a principal country that 
lieth upon it. The mouth of this river is near three miles in breadth, yet do the 
fhoals force the channel fo near the land, that a facre will overfhoot it at point blank. 
It is‘navigable one hundred and fifty miles, the fhoals and foundings are here needlefs 
to be expreffed. It falleth from rocks far weft in a country inhabited by a nation they 
call Monacans. But where it cometlrinto our difcovery itis Powhatan. In the fartheft 
place that was diligently obferved, are falls, rocks, fhoals, &c. which makes it paft 
navigation any higher. ‘hence in the running downward, the river is enriched with 
many goodly brooks, which are maintained by an infinite number of fmall rundles and 
pleafant fprings, that difperfe themfelves for beft fervice, as do the veins of a man’s 
body. From the fouth there falls into it, firft, the pleafant river of Apamatuck ; 
next, more to the eaft, are two fmall rivers of Quiyougcohanocke ; a little farther is 
a bay, wherein falleth three or four pretty brooks and creeks, that half intrench the 
inhabitants of Warrafkoyac ; then the river of Nandfaraund ; and laftly, the brook of 
Chefapeack. From the north fide is the river of Chickabamania, the batk river of 
James Town; another by the Cedar Ifle, where we lived ten weeks upon oyfters, then 
a convenient harbour for fifher boats at Kencoughtan, that fo turneth itfelf into bays 
and creeks, it makes that place very pleafant to inhabit, their corn-fields being girded 
therein in a manner as peninfulas. “The moft of thefe rivers are inhabited by feveral 

_ natiors, or rather families, of the name of the rivers. They have alfo over thefe fome 
Sea as their king, which they call Werewances. In a peninfula on the north 

~ fide of this river are the Englith planted in a place by them called James Town, in 
honour of the King’s moft Excellent Majefty. 

The firft, and next the river’s mouth, are the Kecoughtans, who, befides their women 
and children, have not paf. twenty fighting sien. The Pafpaheghes (on whofe land 
is feated yames ‘Town, fome forty miles from the bay) have not pait forty. ‘The river 
called Chickahamania near two hundred and fifty ; the Weanocks one hundred ; the 
Arrowhatocks thirty ; the place called Towhatan, fome forty ; on the fouth fide this 
river, the Appamatucks have fixty fighting men; the Quiyougcohanocks twenty five 5 
the Nandfamunds two hundred ; the Chefapeacks one hundred ; of this laft place the 
bay beareth the name. In all thefe places is a feveral commander, which they call 
‘Werowance, except the Chickahamanians, who are governed by the priefts and their 
affiftants, or their elders, called Caw-cawwaffoughes. In fummer, no place affordeth 
more plenty of fturgeon, nor in winter more abundance of fowl, efpecially in the time 
of froft. I took once fifty-two fturgeons at a draught, at another fixty-eight. From 
the latter end of May till the end of June are taken few, but young fturgeons of two 
feet or a yard long. From thence till the midi of September, them of two or three 
yards long, and few others; and in four or five hours, with one net, were ordinarily 
taken feven or eight ; often more, feldom lefs. In the fmall rivers, all the year, 
heck is goad plenty of {mall fith; fo that with hooks, thofe that would take pains had 
lufficient. 

Fou.teen miles northward from the river Powhatan is the river Pamaunkee, which is 
aavigable fixty or feventy miles, but with catches and {mall barks, thirty or forty miles 
farther. At the ordinary flowing of the falt water, it divideth itfelf into two gallant 
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Branches” Or the fouth fide inhabit the peopld of Youghtanundy who have about 
fixty men for wars. On the north branch Mattapament, who have thirtymen. Where 
this river is divided the country is called Pamannkee, and nourifheth near three hun- 
dred able men.- About twenty-five miles lower, on the north fide of this river, is 
‘Werawocomoco, where their great king inhabited when I was delivered him prifoner ; 
yet there are not patt forty able men. Ten or twelve miles lower, on the fouth fide of 
this river, is Chifkiack, which hath fome forty or fifty men. Thefe, as alfo Apama- 
tuck, Irrohatock, and Powhatan, are their great king’s chief alliance, and inhabitants; 
the reft his conquetts. ’ 
Before we come to the third river that falleth from the mountains, there is another 
river, fome thirty miles navigable, that cometh from the inland, called Payankatanke, 
theinhabitants are about fifty or fixty ferviceable men. 7 
The third navigable river is called Toppaltanock: this is navigable fome hundred and 
thirty miles ; at the top of it inhabit the people called Mannahoacks, amongft the moun- 
tains, but they are above the place we defcribed. Upon this river, on the north fide, are 
the people Cuttatawomen, with thirty fighting men. : Higher are the Moraughtacunds, 
with eighty. Beyond them Rapahanock, with one hundred. Far above is another, 
Cuttatawomen, with twenty. -On the fouth is the pleafant feat of Nantaughtacund, 
having one hundred and fifty men. ‘This river alfo, as the two former, is replenifhed 
with fifh and fowl. ~ veh : : ‘ 
“The fourth river is called Patawomeke, fix or feven miles in breadth 5 it is naviga- 
ble one hundred and forty miles,"and fed as the reft with many fWweet rivers and 
Springs, which fall from the bordering hills: thefe hills many of them are planted, and 
yield no lefs plenty and variety of fruit, than the river exceedeth with abundance of - 
fith ; it is inhabited on both fides : fir, on the fouth fide, at the very entrance is Wighe 
cocomoco,and hath fome hundred and thirty men, beyond them Sekacawone, with thirty; 
the Onawmanient, with one hundred ; and the Patawomekes more than two hundred. 
Here doth the river divide itfelf into three or four convenient branches: the greatelt 
of the leaft is called Quiyough, trending north-weft, but the river itfelf turneth north- 
eaft, and is {till a navigable ftream. On the weftern fide of this bought is <‘auxenent,- 
with forty men: on the north of this river is Secowocomoco, with forty : fome- 
what further Potapaco, with twenty: in the eaft part is Pamacaeack, with fixty: after 
Moyowance, with one hundred: and laftly, Nacotchtanke, with eighty. ‘The river 
above this place maketh his paffage down a low pleafant valley, overfhadowed in many 
places with high rocky mountains, from whence diftit innumerable fweet and plea- 
fant {prings. . . pede ne ee os 
The fifth river is called Pawtuxunt, of a lefs proportion than the reft; but the chane 
nel is fixteen fathoms deep in fome places. Here are infinite fkulls of divers kinds of 
fith more than elfewhere. Upon this river dwell the people called Acquintanackfuak, 
Pawtuxunt, and Mattapanient. Two hundred men was the greateft ftrength that 
could be there perceived ; but they inhabit together, and not fo difperfed as the reft. 
Thefe of all other we found moft civil to give entertainment. : ae 
Thirty-leagues northward is a river, not inhabited, yet navigable, for the red clay 
refembling bole armoniack, we called it Bolus. _ At the end of the bay, where it is fix 
_or feven miles in breadth, jt divides itfelf into four branches; the”beit cometh northe 
“weft from among the mountains, but though canoeymay go @ day’s journey cv two up 
dt, we could not get two miles up it with our boats for rocks; upon it is featec the 
Safquefahanocks, near it north-and-by-weft runneth a creek a mile and a half; at the 
head whereof, the Eble left us on fhor2, where we found many trees cut with eae ied 
2 E2 : e 
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‘The next tide, keeping the thore; to feek for fome favages, (for within thirty leagues 
failing we faw not any, being a bafren country,) we went up another fmall river 
Jike a creek, fix or feven miles: from thence returning, we met feven canoes of the- 
Maflowomeks, with whom we had conference by figns, for we underftood one another 
- fearce a word: the next day we difcovered the fmall river and people ef ‘Lock- 
whogh trending eaftward. : : Hote 3 
- Having loft our grapnel among the rocks of Safquefahanocks, we were then near 
two hundred miles Eon home, and our barge about two tons, and had in it but twelve 
-men to perform this difcovery, wherein we lay above twelve weeks, upon thofe great 
waters in thofe unknown countries, having nothing but a little meal, oatmeal, and 
water to feed us, and fcarce half fufficient of that for half that time, but what provifion 
we got among the favages, and {uch roots and fifh as we caught by accident, and God’s. ' 
direétion ; nor had we a mariner, nor any had {kill to trim the fails, but two failors and 
myfelf, the reft being gentlemen, or them were as ignorant in fuch toil and labour. 
Yet neceflity in a fhort time, by good words and examples, made them do that that 
caufed them ever after to fear no colours. What I did with this fmallameans, I leave 
to the reader to judge, and the map I made of the country, which is but a fmall matter, 
in regard of the magnitude thereof. But to proceed, fixty of thofe Safquefahanocks. 
came to us with fkins, bows, arrows, targets, beads, {words, and tobacco-pipes, for 
prefents. Such great and well-proportioned men are feldom feen, for they feemed 
like gia:sts to the Englith, yea, and to their neighbours, yet feemed of an honeft and 
imple difpofition, with much ado reftrained from adoring us as gods. . Thofe are the 
ftrangéft people of all thofe countries, both in language and attire ; for their language, 
it may well befeem their proportions, founding from them as a voice in a vault, Their 
attire isthe fkins of bears and wolves ; fome have caffocks made of bears? heads and 
fins, that a man’s head goes through the fkin’s neck, and the ears of the bear faftened 
to his fhoulders, the nofe and teeth hanging down his breaft, another bear's face fplit 
behind him, and at the end of the nofe hung a paw, the half fleeves coming to the: 
elbows, were the necks of bears, and the arms through the mouth, with paws hanging 
at their nof:s, Que had the head of a wolf hanging in a chain for a jewel, his tobacco 
pipe, three quarters of a yard long, prettily carved, with a bird, a deer, or fome fuch 
device at the great end, fufficient to beat out one’s brains ; with bows, arrows, and. 
clubs, fuitable to their greatnefs.. Thefe are fcarce known to Powhataa. “They can. 
make near fix hundred able men, and are pallifadoed in their towns, to defend them 
from the Maffawomekes, their mortal enemies. Five of their chief Werowances.came 
aboard us, and croffed the bay in their barge. ‘The picture of the greatelt of them is. 
fignified in the map; the calf of whofe leg was three quarters of a yard about, and 
all the reft of his limbs fo anfwerable to that proportion, that he feemed the goodlieft 
man we ever beheld. His hair, the qne fide was long, the other fhorn clofe, with. a 
ridge over his crown, like a coxcomb. His arrows were five quarters long, headed 
with the fplinters of a white crylal-like ftone, in form of a heart, an inch broad, and. 
an inch and a half or more long: thefe he wore in a wolf’s fkin at his back, for his 
quiver, his bow in the one hand, and his club in the other, as is defcribed. 
~ On the eaft fide of the bay is the river Tockwhogh, and upon it a people that can. 
make one hundred men, feated fome feven miles within the river : where they have a 
fort very well pallifadoed and mantled with bark of trees. Next them is Ozinies, with ~ 
fixty nen. More to the fouta of that eaft fide of the bay, the river Rapahanock,’, 
near unto which is the river Kufkarawaock, upon which is feated a people, with two 
hundred men, After that, is the river Tants Wighcocomoco, and on it a people with 
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one hundred men.’ The people of thofe rivers are of little ftatare,-of another language 
from the reft, and very rude. But they on the river Acobanock, with forty men, and’ 
they of Accomack, eighty men, doth equalize any of the territories of Powhatan, and. 
fpeak his language, who over all thofe doth ruleas king. ’ 

Southward we went to fome parts of Chawonock and the Mangoags to fearch for 
them left by Mr. White. ‘“Amongft thofe people are thus many feveral nations of 
fundry languages, that environ Powhatans territories. The Cnawonocks, the Man- 
goags, the Monacans, the Mannahokes, the Mafawomekes, the Powhatans, the Saf- 
quelahanocks, the Atquanachukes, the Tockwoghes, and the Kufcarawaockes. All: 
thofe not any one underftandeth another but by interpreters. Their feveral habitations 
are more plainly defcribed by this annexed map, which will prefent to the eye the way 
af the mountains, and current of the rivers, with their feveral turnings, bays, fhoals, 
ifles, inlets, and creeks, the breadth of the waters, the diftances of places, and fuch- 
like. In which map obferve this, that as far as you fee the little croffes on rivers, moun-- 
tains, orother places have been difcovered ; the reft was had by information of. the: 
favages, and are fet down according to. their inftructions. 


Thus have I walked a waylefs way, with uncouth.pace,, 
Which yet no Chriftian man did ever trace + 

But yet } know this not affe‘s the mind, 

Which ears doth hear, as that which eyes do find.. 


Of fuch Things which are naturally in Virginia, and how they ufe thems. 


VIRGINIA doth afford many excellent vegetables, and living creatures, vet grafs: 
thereis little or none, but what groweth in low marthes : for all the country is over-- 
grown with trees, whofe droppings continually turneth their grafs to weeds, by reafo.i: 
of the ranknefs of the ground, which would foon be amended by good hufbandry.. 
The wood that is moft common is oak and walnut ; many of their oaks are fo tall and 
ftraight that they will bear two foot and a half fquare of_good timber for twenty yards: 
long. Of this wood there is two or three feveral kinds. The acorns of one kind, 
whofe bark is more white than the other, and fomewhat fweetifh, which being boiled,. 
at laft affords a {weet oil, that they keep in gourds to annoint their heads and joints.. 
The fruit: they. eat made in bread or otherwife. There is alfo fome elms, fome black 
walnut-tree, and fome ath: of afhand elm they make foap afhes. If the trees be very’ 
great, the afhes willbe good, and melt to hard lumps, but if they be {mall, it. will 
but powder, and not fo good as the other. Of walnuts there is-two or three kinds ; 
there is a kind of wood we called cyprefs, becaufe both. the wood, the fruit, and leaf: 
did moft refemble it, and of thofe trees there are fome near three. fathom-about at the 
foot, very ftraight, and fifty, fixty, or eighty feet withouta branch. By the dwelling 
of the favages are fome great mulberry-trees, and in fome parts of the country they are: 
found growing naturally in pretty groves. There was an eflay made to make filk, and 
furely the worms profpered excellent well, till the mafter workman fell fick.. During 
which time they were eaten with rats. 

In fome parts were found fome chefnuts,. whofe wild fruit equal the beft’ in France,. 
Spain, Germany, or Italy. Plums there are of three forts.. The red and white are - 

- like our hedge plums, but the other, which they call putchamins, grow as high as-a- 
palmeta: the fruit is like a medlar ; itis firft green, then yellow, and-red wher. it is: 
ripe ;. if it be not ripe, it will draw a man’s. mouth awry, with. much torment); : but. 
when itis ripe, it is as delicious as an apricot. ‘ 

: , They, 
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They-have cherries, and thofe are n:uch like a damfen, but for their tafte and colour 
‘we.called them cherries. We faw fome few crabs, but very {mall and bitter. Of vines 
great abundance, in many parts that climb the tops of the higheft trees in fome places, 
but thefe bear but few grapes. Except by the rivers and favage habitations, where 
they are not overfhadowed from the fun,. they are covered with fruit, though never 
‘pruned nor manured. Of thofe hedge-grapes we made near twenty gallons of wine, 
which was like our French Britith wine, but certainly they would prove good were they 
well manured. There is another fort of grape near as great asacherry, this they call 
meffamins ; they be fat, and the juice thick. Neither doth the tafte fo well pleafe when 
they are made in wine. They have a {mall fruit growing on little trees, hufked like a 
chefnut, but the fruit moft like a very {mall acorn. This they call chechinquamins, 
which they efteem a great dainty. They have a berry much like our goofeberry, in 
greatnefs, colour, and tafte ; thofe they call rawcomens, and do eat them raw or 
boiled. On thefe natural fruits they livea great part of the year, which they ufe in this 
manner ; the walnuts, chefnuts, acorns, and chechinquamins are dried to keep. 
When they need walnuts they break them between two ftones, yet fome part of the 
thells will cleave to the fruit.” Then do they dry them again upon a mat over a hurdle. 
After they put it into a mortar of wood, and beat it very fmall ; that done they mix 
it with water, that the thells may fink to the bottom, This water will be coloured as 
milk, which they call pawcohiccora, and keep it for their ufe. The fruit like medlars, . 
they cal: putchamins, they caft upon hurdles on a mat, and preferve them as prunes. 
Of the:+ chefnuts and chechinquamins boiled, they make both broth and bread for 
their chief men, or at their greateft feafts. Befides thofe fruit-trees, there is a 
white poplar, and another tree like unto it, that yieldeth a very clear and an odoriferous 
gum liké turpentine, which fome called balfam. - There are alfo cedars and faffafras 
trees, They alfo yield gums in a {mall proportion of themfelves. We tried con- 
clufions to extraét it out of the wood, but nature afforded more than our arts. 

In the watery vallies grow a berry which they call ocoughtanamnis very much like 
unto capers. ‘Thefe they dry.in fummer. When they eat them they boil them near 
half aday ; ‘or otherwife they differ not much from poifon. Mattoum groweth as our 
bents. The feed is not much unlike to rye, though much fmaller. This they ufe fora 
dainty bread buttered with deer fuet. 

During fummer there are either {trawberries, which ripen in April, or mulberries 
which ripen in May and June. Rafpi fes, hurts, or a fruit that the inhabitants call 
maracock, which is a pleafant wholefome fruit much like a lemon. Many herbs in the 
{pring are commonly difperfed throughout the woods, good for broths and fallads,. as 
violets, parfley, forrell, &c. Befides many we ufed whofe names we know not. 

The chief root they have for food is called tockawhoughe. It grows like a flag in 
marthes. In one day a favage will gather fufficient fora week. Thefe roots are much 
of the greatnefs and tafte of potatoes. They ufed to cover a great many of them with 
oak leaves and fern, and then cover all with earth in the manner of a coalpit 5 over it, 
on each fide, they continue a great fire twenty-four hours before they dare eat it, Raw 
it is no better than poifon, and being roafted, except it be tender and the heat abated, 
or fliced and dried in the fun, mixed with forrel and meal, or fuch like, it will prick and 
torment the throat extremely, and yet in fummer they ufe this ordinarily for bread. 

They have another root which they call wighfacan: as the other feedeth the body, 
fo this cureth their hurts and difeafes. Tt is a fmall root, which they bruife and apply 
to the wound. Pocones is a fmall root that groweth in the mountains, which being 
dried and beat in powder turns red; and this they ufe for fwellings, aches, sai 

their 
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their joints, painting their heads and garments. They account it very precious, and 
of much worth. Mufquafpen is a root of the bignefs of a finger, and as red as 
blood. In drying it will wither almoft to nothing, This they ufe to paint their mats, 
targets, and fuch like. : : 

There is alfo pellitory of Spain, faffafras, and divers other fimples, which the apo+. 
thecaries gathered, and commended to be good and medicinable. 

In the low marfhes grow plots of onions, containing an acre of ground, or more, in 
many places; but they are fmall, not paft the bignefs of the top of one’s thumb. 

Of beafts thg chief are deer, nothing differing from ours. In the deferts towards. 
the heads of rivers there are many, but amongft the rivers few. There is a beaft they 
call aroughcun, much like a badger, but ufeth to live on trees, as fquirrels do. Their 
{quirrels fome are near as great as our {malleft fort of wild rabbits, fome blackifh or 
black and white, but the moft are grey. . 

A fmall beaft they have they call aflapanic, but we call them flying fquirrels, be- 
caufe {preading their legs, and fo ftretching the largenefs of their fkins, that they have 
been feen to fly thirty or forty yards. An opoflum hath a head like a fwine and a tail 
like a rat, and is of the bignefs of acat. Under her belly fhe hath a bag, wherein fhe 
lodgeth, carrieth, and fuckleth her young. A muffafcus is a beaft of the form and 
nature uf our water-rats, but many of them fmell exceedingly {trong of mufk. Their 
hares no bigger than our conies, and few of them to be found. . 

Their bears are very little in comparifon of thofe of Mufcovy and Tartary. The 
beaver is as big as an ordinary water-dog, but his legs exceeding fhort; his fire-feet 
like a dog’s, his hinder feet like a fwan’s. His tail fomewhat like the form of a racket, 
bare without hair, which to eat the favages efteem a great delicacy. They have many’ 
otters, which, as the beavers, they take with fnares, and efteem the fkins great orna- 
ments, and of all thofe beafts they ufe to feed when they catch them. An utchur- 
quoyes is like a wild cat. Their foxes are like our filver-haired conies, of a {mall 
proportion, and not fmelling like thofe in England. Their dogs of that country are 
like their wolves, and cannot bark, but howl, and the wolves not much bigger than 
our Englith foxes. Martins, polecats, weafels, and minks, we know-they have, becaufe 
we have feen many of their fkins, though very feldom any of them alive. But one 
thing is ftrange, that we could never perceive their vermin deftroy our hens, eggs, nor 
chickens, nor do any hurt, nor their flies nor ferpents any way pernicious, where in the 
fouth ‘parts of America they are always dangerous, and often deadly. 

OF birds the eagle is the greateft devourer. Hawks there be of divers forts, as our 
falconers called them: fparrow-hawks, lanarets, gofhawks, falcons, and ofpreys, but 
they all prey moft upon fith. Their partridges are little bigger than our quails. Wild 
turkies are as big as our tame. There are woofels or blackbirds with red fhoulders, 
thrufhes, and divers forts of {mall birds, fome red, fome blue, fearce fo big as a wren 5 
but few in fummer. In winter there are great plenty of {wans, cranes, grey and white, 
with black wings, herons, geefe, brants, duck, wigeon, dotterell, oxies, parrots, and 
pigeons. Of all thofe forts great abundance, and fome other ftrange kinds, to us uns 
known by name; but in fummer not any, or a very few to be feen. 

Of fith we were beft acquainted with fturgeon, grampus, porpus, feals, ftingrays, 
whofe tails are very dangerous, brets, mullets, white falmons, trouts, foals, plaice, 
. herrings, coney-fith, rock-fih, eels, lampreys, cat-fith, thads, perch of three forts, 
crabs, fhrimps, crevices, oy{ters, cockles, and mufcles. But the moft ftrange ‘ith is 
a {mall one, fo like ‘the pigture of St. George and the Dragon: as poffible canbe, 

except 
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except his legs and wings, and the toa(-fith, which will fwell till it be like to burft, when 
it cometh into the air. 

- Concerning the entrails of the earth little can be faid for certainty. There wanted 
good refiners ; for thofe that took upon them to have {kill this way, took up the wafh- 
ings from the mountains, and fome mofkered fhining ftones and fpangles which the 
waters brought down, flattering themfelves in their own vain conceits to have Been fup- 
pofed what they were not, by the means of that ore, if it proved as their arts and 
judgments expected. Only this is certain, that many regions lying in the fame latitude 
afford mines very rich, of divers natures. The cruit alfo of thele rocks would eafily 
perfuade a man to believe there are other mines than iron and fteel, if there were but 
means and men of experience that knew the mine from fpar. 


” Of their planted Fruits in Virginia, and how they ufe them. 


THEY divide the year into five feafons. Their winter fome call popanow, the {pring 
catapeuk, the fummer cohattayough, the earing of their corn nepinough, the harveft 
and fall of leaf taquitock. From September until the midit of November are the 
chief feafts and facrifice. Then have they plenty of fruits, as well planted as natural, 
as corn, green and ripe, fith, fowl, and wild beafts exceeding fat. a 

The greateft labour they take is in planting their corn, for the country naturally is 
overgrcwn with wood. To prepare the ground, they bruife the bark of the trees near 
the rcot, then do they fcorch the roots with fire that they grow no more. The next 
year with a crooked piece of wood they beat up the weeds by the roots, and in that 
mould they plant their corn. Their manner is this, They make a hole in the earth 
with a ick, and into it they put four grains of wheat and two of beans. Thefe holes 
they make four feet one from another. Their women and children do continually 
keep it weeding, and when it is grown middle high, they hill it about like a hop- 

ard. 

: In April they begin to plant, but their chief plantation is in May, and fo they con- 
tinue till the midft-of June. What they plant in April they reap in Auguit, for May 
in September, for June in O€tober. Every ftalk of their corn commonly beareth 
two ears, fome three, feldom any four, many but one, and fome none. Every ear 
ordinarily hath between two hundred and five hundred gtains. The ftalk being green 
hath a fweet juice in it, fomewhat like a fugar cane, which is the caufe that. when they 
gather their corn green, they fuck the ftalks : for as we gather green peas, fo do they 
their corn being green, which excelleth their old. They plant alfo peas they call 
affentamens, which are the fame they call in Italy fagioli. Their beans are the fame the 
Turks call garnanfes ; but thefe they much efteem for dainties. 

Their corn they roaft in the ear green, and bruifing it ina mortar of wood with a 
polt, lap it in rolls in the leaves of their corn, and fo boil it for a dainty. They alfo 
referve that corn late planted that will not ripe, by roafting it in hot afhes, the heat 
thereof drying it. In winter they efteem it being boiled with beans for a rare difh, they 
call paufarowmena, Their old wheat they firft fteep a night in hot water, in the morning 
pounding it ina mortar. They ufe a finall bafket for their temmes, then pound again 
the great, ind fo feparating by dathing their hand in the bafket, receive the flour in a 
platter made of wood, fcraped to that form with burning and hells. Tempering this 
four with water, they make it either in cakes, covering them with athes till they be 
baked, and then wathing them in fair water, they dry prefently with their-own heat : 
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or elfe boil them in water, eating the broth with the bread, which they call ponap. The 
grouts and pieces of the corns remaining, by fanning in the platter or in the wind, away ; 
the bran they boil three or four hours with water, which is an ordinary food they call 
uftatahamen. But fome more thrifty than cleanly do burn the core of the ear to pow- 
der, which they call pungnough, mingling that in their meal, but it never tafted well 
in bread nor broth. Their fifh and flefh they boil either very tenderly, or boil it fo 
long on hurdles over the fire; or elfe after the Spanifh fafhion, putting it on a fpit, 
they turn firft the one fide, then the other, till it be as dry as their jerkin beef in the 
Welt Indies, that they may keep it a month or more without putrifying.. The broth 
of fifh or flefh they eat as commonly as the méat. : 

In May alfo amongft their corn they plant pumpions, and a fruit like unto a mufk- 
melon, but lefs and worfe, which they call macocks. ‘hefe increafe exceedingly, and 
ripen in the beginning of July, and continue until September. They plant allo mara- 
cocks, a wild fruit like a lemon, which alfo increafe infinitely. They begin to ripen in 
September, and continue till the end of O&ober. When all their fruits be gathered, 
little elfe they plant, and this is done by their women and children ; neither doth this 
long fuffice them, for near three parts of the year they only obferve times and feafons, 
and live of what the country aaturally affordeth from hand to mouth, &c. » 


The Commodities in Virginia, or that may be had by Induftry. ws 


THE mildnefs of the air, the fertility of the foil, and fituation of the rivers - are fo 
propitious to the nature and ufe of man, as no place is more convenient for pleafure, 
profit, and man’s fuftenance, under that latitude or climate. : 

Here will live any beafts, as horfes, goats, theep, affes, hens, &c. as appeared by them 
that were carried thither. ‘Lhe waters, ifles, and fhoals, are full of fafe harbours fur 
Ships of war or merchandize, for boats of all forts, for tran{portation or fifhing, &c. 
The bay and rivers have much merchantable fifh, and places fit for falt coats, building 
of fhips, making of iron, &c. u 

Mufcovia and Polonia do yearly receive many thoufands for pitch, tat, foap-afhes, 
rofin, flax, cordage, fturgeon, mafts, yards, wainfcot, furs, glafs, and fuch like; alfo 
Sweedland for iron and copper. France in like manner for wine, canvas, and falt. 
Spain as much for iron, fteel, figs, raifins, and facks. Italy with filks and velvets con- 
fumes our chief commodities. Holland maintains itfelf by fifhing and trading at our 
own doors. All thefe temporize with other for neceffities, but all as uncertain as peace 
or wars. Befides the charge, travel, and danger in tranfporting them by feas, lands, 
ftorms, and pirates. Then how much hath Virginia the prerogative of all thofe 
flourifhing kingdoms, for the benefit of our land, when as within one hundred miles all 
thofe are to be had, either ready provided by nature, or elfe to be prepared, were there 
but induftrious men to labour. Only of copper we may doubt is wanting, but there is 
good probability that both copper and better minerals are there to be had for their 
labour. Other countries have it. So then here is a place a nurfe for foldiers, a 
practice for mariners, a trade for merchants, a reward for the good, and that which is 
mott of all, a bufinefs (moft acceptable to Ged) to bring {uch poor infidels to the know- 
ledge of God and his holy gofpel. - 


Of the natural Inhabitants of Virginia. 


THE land is not populous, for the men be few; their far greater number is of women 
-and children. Within fixty miles of James Town, there are about fome five thoufand 
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people, but of able men fit for their wars fearce fifteen hundred. To nourifh fo many 
together they have yet no means, becaufe they make fo fmail a benefit of their land, be 
it never fo fertile. “Six or feven hundred haye been the:moft hath been feen together, 
when they gathered themfelves to have furprized me at Pamaunkee, having but fifteen 
to withftand the worft of their fury. As {mall as the proportion of ground that hath 
yet been difcovered, isin comparifon of that yet unknown: the people ditfer very much 
in ftature, efpecially in language, as before is expreffed. Some being very great as the 
Sefquefahanocks, others very little as the Wighcocomocoes, but generally tall and 
ftraight, of a comely proportion, and of a colour brown when they are of any age, but 
they are born white. ‘heir hair is génerally black, but few have any beards. ‘The 
men wear half their beards fhaven, the other half long, for barbers they ufe their 
women, who with two shells will grate away the hair of any fafhion they pleafe. ‘The 
women are cut in many fafhions agreeable to their years, but ever fome part remaineth 
long. ‘They are very ftrong, of an able body and full of agility, able to endure to lie in 
the woods under a tree by the fire, in the worft of winter, or in the weeds and grals, in 
ambufcade in the fummer. ‘They are inconftant in every thing, but what fear con- 
ftyaineth them to keep. Crafty, timorous, quick of apprehenfion, and very ingenuous. 
Some are of difpofition fearful, fome bold, moft cautelousy all favage, generally covetous 
of copper, beads, and fuch like trafh. They are foon moved to anger, and fo malicious 
that they feldom forget an injury: they feldom fteal one from another, left their con- 
‘urors fliould reveal it, and fo they be purfued and punifhed, that they are thus feared 
is certain, but that any can reveal their offences by conjuration Tam doubtful. ‘Their 
women are careful not to be fufpeéted of difhonefty without the leave of their hufbands, 
Each lwufhold knoweth their own lands and gardens, and moft live of their own 
labour. For their apparel, they are fometime covered with the fkins of wild beatts, 
which in winter are dreffed with the hair, but in fummer without. The better fort ufe 
large mantles of deer fkins, not much differing in fafhion from the Irith mantles. Some 
embroidered with white beads, fome with copper, others painted after their manner, 
but the common fort have fcarce to cover their nakednefs but with grafs, the leaves of 
trees, or fuch like. We have feen fome ufe mantles made of turkey feathers, fo prettily 
wrought and woven with threads that nothing could be difcerned but the feathers, thut 
was exceeding warm and very handfome ; but the women are always covered about 
their middles with a fkin, and very fhamefaft to be feen bare. They adorn them- 
felycs moft with copper beads and paingings. Their women fome have their legs, 
hands, breafts, and face, cunningly embroidered with divers works, as bealts, ferpents, 
artificially wrought into their fleth with black fpots; in each ear commonly they have 
three great holes, whereat they hang chains, bracelets, or copper. Some of their 
men wear in thofe holes a fall green and yellow coloured fhake near half a yard in 
length, which crawling and lapping herfelf about his neck oftentimes familiarly would 
kifs his lips ; others wear a dead rat tied by the tail, fome on their heads wear the 
wing of a bird, or fome large feather with a rattle; thofe rattles are fomewhat like the 
fhape of a rapicr, but lefs, which they take from the tail of a ipake. Many have the 
whole {kin of a hawk or fome ftrange fowl ftuffed with the wings abroad,” others a 
broad piece of copper, and fome the hand of their enemy dried. ‘Their heads and 
fhoulders are painted red with the root pocone bruifed to powder, mixed with oil, this 
they hold in fummér to preferve them from the heat, and in winter from the cold, 
Many other forms of paintings they ufe, but he is the mott gallant that is the moft 
monftrous to behold. 


‘Their buildings and habitations are for the moft part by the rivers, or not far diftant 
: from 
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from fome frefh {pring ; their houfes are built kke our arbours, of {mall young fprings 
bowed and tied, and fo clofe covered with mats, or the barks of trees very hand- 
fomely, that notwith{tanding either wind, rain, or weather, they are as warm as ftoves, 
but very {moky, yet at the top of the houfe there is a hole made for the fmoke to go 
into right over the fire. 

Againft the fire they lie on little hurdles of reeds covered witha mat, borne from 
the grouad a foot and more by a hurdle of wood, on thefe round about the houfe they 
lie heads and points one by the other againft the fire, fome covered with mats, fome 
with fkins, and fome ftark naked lie on the ground, from fix to twenty in a houfe. 
Their houfes are in the midft of their fields or gardens, which 2re finall plots of 
ground, fome twenty acres, fome forty, fome one hundred, fome two hundred, fome 
more, fome lefs. In fome places from two to fifty of thofe houfes together, or but a 
little feparated by groves of trees. Near their habitations is little {mall wood or old 
trees on the ground by reafon of their burning of them for fire, fo that a man may 
gallop a horie amongtt thcfe woods any way, but where the creeks or rivers. fhall 
hinder. 

Men, women, and children have their feveral names according to the feveral humour 
of their parents. heir woraen (they fay) are cafily delivered of child; yet do they 
love cuiidren very dearly. To make them hardy in the cold mornings they them 
wafh in the rivers, and by painting and ointments fo tan their fkins, that after a year 
or two nd weather will hurt them. - 

The men beftow their times in fifhing, hunting, wars, and fuch man-like exercifes, 
fcorning to be feen in any woman-like exercife, which is the caufe that the women be 
very painful, and the men often idle. ‘The women and children do the reft of the 
work, they make mats, bafkeis, pots, mortars, pound their corn, make their bread, 
prepare their vidtuais, plant their corn, gather their corn, bear ali kind of burdens, 
and fuch like. 

Their fire they kindle prefently. by chafing a dry pointed Mick in a hole of a little 
{quare picce of wood, that firing itfelf, will fo fire mofs,-leaves, or any fuch like dry 
thing that will quickly burn. In March and April they live mucti upon their fithing 
wires, and feed on fifh, turkies, and fquirrels. In May and June they plant their 
fields, and live moft of acorns, walnuts, and fifh. But to amend their diet, fome 
difperfe themfelves in fmall companies, and live upon fith, beafts, crabs, oyfters, land. 
tortoifes, flrawberries, mulberries, and fuch like. In June, July, and Auguit, they 
feed upon the roots of tocknough berries, fith, and green wheat. It is ftrange to fee 
how their bodies alter with their diet, even as the deer and wild beafts they feem fat 
and lean, ftrong and weak. Powhatan, their great king, and fome others, that are 
provident, roaft their fifh and fleth upon hurdles as before is exprefled, and keep it till 
{carce times. 

For fithing, hunting, and wars. they ufe much their bow and arrows. They bring 
their bows to the form of ours, by the feraping of a fhell. heir arrows are made 
fome of ftraight young {prigs, which they head with bone, fome two or three inches 
long ; thefe they ufe to fhoot at fquirrels on trees. Another fort of arrows they ufe 
made of reeds; thefe are pierced with wood, headed with fplinters of chryftal, or 
fome fharp ftone, the {purs of a turkey, or the bill of fome bird: For his knife he 

- hath the fplinter of a reed to cut his feathers in form: with this knife alf he will 
joint a deer, or any beaft, fhape his fhoes, bufkins, mantles, &c. To make the 
notch of his arrow he hath the tooth of a beaver, fet in a flick, wherewith he grateth 
it by degrees ; his arrow-head he quickly maketh with a little bone, which ‘he ever 
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weareth at his bracert, of any fplint of a ftone, or glafs, in the form of a heart, and 
thefe they glue to the end of their arrows. With the finews of deer, and the tops 
of deers horns, boiled to a jelly, they make a glue that will not diffolve in cold water. 

For their wars alfo they ufe targets that are round, and made of the barks of trees, 
and afword of wood at their backs, but oftentimes they ufe for {words the horn of a: 
deer, put through a piece of wood in form of a pickaxe ; fome a long ftone fharpened 
at both ends, ufed in the fame manner : this they were wont to ufe alfo for hatchets, 
but now by trucking they have plenty of the fame form of iron; and. thofe are their 
chief inftrunfents and arms. 

Their fifhing is much in boats ; thefe they make of one tree, by burning and 
feratching away the coals with ftones and fhells, till they. have made it in form of a 
trough. Some of them are an ell deep, and forty or fifty. feet in length, and fome will | 
bear forty men, but the moft ordinary are fmaller, and will bear ten, twenty, or 
thirty, according to their bigaefs. Inftead of oars, they ufe paddles and fticks, with 
which they will row falter than our barges. Betwixt their hands and thighs, their 
women ule to fpin the barks of trees, deer finews, or a kind of grafs they call pem- 
menaw, of thele they make a thread very even and readily. This thread ferveth for 
many ufes, as about their houfing, apparel, as alfo they make nets for fifhing, for 
the quantity as formally braided as ours ; they make alfo with it lines for angles. 
Their hooks are either a bone grated, as they notch their arrows, in the form of a 
crooked pin or fifh-hook, or of the plinter of a bone tied to the clift of alittle 
ftick, .nd with the-end of the line they tie on the bait. They ufe alfo long arrows 
tied in a line, wherewith they fhoot at fith in the rivers ; but they of Accawmack 
ufe ftav2s like unto. javelins, headed with bone ; with thefe they dart fifh {wimming 
in o water. They have alfo many artificial wires, in which they get abundance 
of fith.. 

In their hunting and fifhing they take extreme pains, yet it being their ordinary 
exercife from their infancy, they efteem ita pleafure, and are very proud to be ex- 
pert therein; and by their continual ranging and travel, they know all the advan- 
tages arid places moft frequented with deer, beafts, fifh, fowl, roots, and berries. 
At their huntings they leave their habitations, and reduce themfelves into companies, 
as the ‘Tartars do, and go to the moft defert places with their families, where they {pend 
their time in hunting and fowling up towards the mountains, by the heads of their 
rivers, where there is plenty of game; for betwixt the rivers the grounds are fo 
narrow, that little cometh here which they devour not: it is a marvel they. can fo di- 
rectly pafs thefe deferts, fome three or four days journey, without habitation. Their 
hunting-houfes are like unto arbours covered with mats ;. thefe their women bear after 
them, with corn, acorns, mortars, and all bag and baggage they ufe. When they 
come to the place of exercife, every man doth his beft to thew his dexterity, for by 
their excelling in thofe qualities they get their wives. Forty yards will they fhoot level, 
or very near the mark, and one hundred and twenty is their beft at random. At their 
huntings in the deferts they are commonly two or three hundred together. Having 
found the deer, they environ them with many fires,. and betwixt the fires they place 
themfelves, and fome take their ftands in the midft. The deer being thus frightened by 
the fires and their voices, they chafe them fo long within. that circle, that many times 
they kil fix, eight, ten, or fifteen at a hunting. They ufe alfo to drive them into 
fome narrow point of land, when they find that advantage, and fo force them into 
the river, where, with their boats, they have ambufcadoes to kill them. When they have 
fhot a deer by land, they follow him like blood-hounds by the blood and ftrain, and 
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oftentimes fo take them. Hares, partridges, tutkies, or eggs, fat or lean, young or 
old, they devour all they can catch in their power. In one of. thefe. huntings they 
found me in the difcovery ofthe head of the river of Chickahamania, where they flew 
my men, and took me prifoner in a bogmire, where I faw thofe exercifes, and ga- 
thered thefe obfervations. 

One favage hunting alone ufeth the fkin of a deer flit on the one fide, and fo put on 
his arm through the neck, fo that his hand comes to the head, which is ftuffed, and 
the horns, head, eyes, ears, and every part’ as artificially counterfeited as they 
can devife ; thus fhrouding his body in the fkin, by ftalking he approacheth the 
déer, creeping on the ground from one tree to another; if the deer chance to 
find fault, or ftand at gaze, he turneth the head with his hand to his beft advantage 
to feem like a deer, alfo gazing and licking himfelf ; fo watching his belt advantage 
to approach, having fhot him, he chafeth him by his blood and ftrain till he get 
him. 

When they intend any wars, the Werowances ufually have the advice of their 
priefts and conjurors, and their allies, and ancient friends, but chiefly the priefts 
determine their refolution, Every Werowance, or fome lufty fellow, they appoint 
captain over every nation. “Fney feldom make war for lands or goods, but for wo- 
men and children, and principally for revenge. ‘They have many enemies, namely, 
all their wefternly countries beyond the mountains. and the heads of the rivers, Upon 
the head of the Powhazens are the Monacans, whofe chief habitation is at Rafavweak, 
unto whom the Mcwhemenchughes. th2 Maflinnacacks, the Monahaflanughs, the 
Monafickapanoughs, and cther nations, pay tributes. Upon the head of the river 
of Toppaharock, is a pecple calicd Mannahoacks, to thefe are contributors the- 
Tavxanias, ihe Shackacc.ias, the Ontponeas, the ‘Tegninateos, the Whonkenteaes, 
the Stegarakes, the iHziiinnungaes, and divers others, all confederates with the Mo. 
nacans, though many different in language, and be very barbarous, living for the 
moft part of wild beafts and fruits. Beyond the mountains, from whence is the head 
of the river Patawomeke, the favages report, inhabit their moft mortal enemies, the 
Maffawumekes, upon a great falt water, which by all likelihood ig either fome part of 
Canada, {ome great lake, or fome inlet of fome fea that falleth into the South Sea. 
Thefe Maflawomekes are a great nation and very populous ; for the heads of all thofe 
rivers, efpecially the Pattawomeke:, the Pautuxuntes, the Safquefahanocks, the 
‘Lockwoughes, are continually tormented by them, of whofe cruelty they generally 
complained, and very importunate they were with me and my company to free thera 
from thefe tormentors: to this purpofe they offered food, condutt, affiftance, and 
continual fubje@tion ; which I concluded to effe&: but the council then prefent 
emulating my fuccefs, would not think it fit to fpare me forty men to be hazarded 
in thofe unknown regions, having paffed (as before was fpoken of,) but with twelve, 
and fo was loft that opportunity. Seven boats full of thefe Maffawomekes we en- 
countered at the head of the bay, whofe targets, batkets, fwords,° tobaccopipes, 
platters, bows and arrows, and every thing fhewed they much exceeded them of 
our parts, and their dexterity in their fmall boats, made of the barks of trees, fewed 
with bark, and well luted with gum, argueth that they are feated upon fome great 
water. 

Againtt all thefe enemies the Powhatans are conftrained fometimes to fight: Their 
chief attempts are by ftratagems, treacheries, or furprifals. Yet the Werowanc2's 
women and children they put not to death. but keep them cantives. Thev have a 
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method in war, and for our pleafures they fhewed it to us, _and. it was in this manner 
performed at Mattapanient. 

Having painted and difguifed themfelves in the fierceft manner they could devife, 
they divided themfelves into two companies, near a hundred in a company; the one 
company called Monacas, the other Powhatans; either army had their captain. -Thefe, 
as enemies, took their ftand a mufket fhot one from another, ranked themfelves fifteen 
abreaft, and each rank from another four or five yards, not in file, but in the opening 
betwixt their files ; fo the rear could fhoot as conveniently as the front. Having thus 
pitched the ficlds, from either part went a meffenger with thefe conditions ;_ that who- 
foever were vanquifhed, fuch as efcapé upon their fubmiffion in two days after fhoftld 
live, but their wives and children fhould be prize for the conquerors. ‘The meffengers 
were no fooner returned, but they approached in their orders 3 on each flank a ferjeant, 
and in the rear an officer for lieutenant, all duly keeping their orders, yet leaping aad 
finging after their accuftomed tune, which they only ufe in wars. Upon the firlt fight 
of arrows they gave fuch horrible fhouts and fereaches, as fo many infernal hell-hounds 
could not have made them more terrible. When they had fpent their arrows, they joined 
together prettily, charging and retiring, every rank feconding other; as they got ad- 
vantage, they catched their enemies by the hair of thevnead, and down he came that 
was taken ; his enemy with his wooden fword feemed to beat out his brains; and {till 
they crept to the rear to maintain the fkirmith. The Monacans decreafing, the Pow- 
hatans charged them in the form of a half moon ; they, unwilling to be inclofed, fled all 
ina troop to their ambufcadoes, on whom they led them very cunningly, ‘The Mo- 
nacans difperfe themfelves among the frefh men, whereupon the Powhatans retired 
-with ak fpeed to their feconds, which the Monacans fecing, took that advantage to 
retire again to their own battle, and fo each returned to their own quarter. All their 
ations, voices, and geftures, both in charging and retiring, were fo ftrained .to the 
height of their quality and nature, that the ftrangenels thereof made it feem very 
delightful. 

For their mufic they ufe a thick cane, on which they pipe as on a recorder. For 
their wares they have a great deep platter cf wood, ‘They cover the mouth thereof 
with a fkin, at each corner they tie a walnut, which meeting on the back fide near the 
bottom, witha fmall rope they twitch them together till it be fo tough and fliff, that they 
may beat upon it as upon a drum. But their chief inftruments are rattles made of 
{mall gourds or pumpeons fhells. Of thefe they have bafe, tenor, counter-tenor, 
mean, and treble. Thefe mingled with their voices, fometimes twenty or thirty 
together, make fuch a terrible noife as would rather affright than delight any man. 
If any great commander arrive at the habitation of a Werowance, they fpread a mat, as 
the Turks do, a carpet for him to fit upon, Upon another right oppofite, they fit 
themfelves. Yhen do all with a tunable voice of fhouting bid him welcome. After 
this do two or more of their chiefeft men make an oration, teftifying their love. 
Which they do with fuch vehemency, and fo great paflions, that they {weat till they 
drop, and are fo out of breath they can fcarce fpeak. So that a man would take them 
to be exceeding angry, or ftark mad. Such vidtuals as they have, they {pend freely, 
and at night, wher? his lodging is‘appointed, they feta woman frefh painted red with 
pocones and oil, to be his bed fellow. 

‘Their manner of trading is. for copper, beads, and fuch like, for which they give fuch 
ccmmodities as they have, as fkins, fowls, fith, flefh, and their country corn, But their 
yiQuals are their chiefeft riches. 


Every 
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Every Spring they make themfelves fick witle drinking the juice of a root they call 
wighfacan, and water ; whereof they pour fo great a quantity, that it purgeth them ina 
very violent maaner ; fo thatin three or four daysafter, they fcarce recover their former 
health. Sometimes they are troubled with dropfies, fweilings, aches, and fuch like 
difeafes ; for cure whereof they build a ftove in the form of a dove-houfe with mats, fo 
clofe that a few coals therein covered with a pot, will make the patient {weat extremely. 
For fwellings alfo they ufe finall pieces of touch-wood, in the form of cloves, which 
pricking on the grief they burn clofe to the flefh, and from thence draw the corruption 
with their mouth. With this root wighfacan they ordinarily heal green wounds, But 
toefcarify a {welling or make incifion their but initraments are fome fplinted ftone. 
Old ulcers, or putritied huris are feldom fen cured a:nongit them. They have many 
profeifed phyficians, who with-their charms and rattles, with an infernal rout of words 
and aétions, will feem to fuck their inwatd grief from their aavels, or their grieved 
places ; but of our chirurgeons they were fo conceited, that they believed any plaifter 
would heal any hurt. 

But ’tis not always in phyficians? fill 

"Yo heal the patient that is fick and iil: 

Fes fomctimes ficknefs on toe patient’s part, 
-- Proves flros far than all phyficiaus' art. 





Of their Religion. - 


‘There is yet in Virginia no place difcovered to be fo favage in which they have not 
a religion, deer, and bow and arrows, All things that are able to do them hart beyond 
their prevention, they adore with their kind of divine worthip; as the fire, »water,+ 
lightning, thunder, our ordnance, pieces, horfes, &c. But their chief god they 
worfhip is the devil. Him they call Okee, and ferve him moreot fear than love. They” 
fay they have conference with him, and fathion themfelves as near to his fhape as they 
can imagine. In their temples they have his image evil favouredly carved, and thea 
painted and adorned with chains of copper, and beads, and covered with a fkin in fuch 
manner as the deformities may well fuit with fuch a god. By him is commonly the 
fepulchre of their kings. Their bodies are firft bowelled, then dried upon hurdles till 
they be very dry, and fo about the moft of their joinis and neck they hang bracelets, 
or chains of copper, pearl, and iuch like, as they ufe to wear, their inwards they ftuif 
with copper beads, haichets, and fuch trath. ‘Then lap they them very carefully in 
white ikins, and fo roll them in mats for their ding fheets. And in the tomb which 
is an arch made cf mats, they lay them orderly. What remaineth of this kind of wealth 
their kings have, they fet at their feet in befkets. Thefe temples and bodies are kept 
by their priefts. 

For their ordinary burials they dig a deep hole in the earth with fharp ftakes, and 
the corple being lapped in fkins and mats with their jewels, they lay them upon {ticks 
in the ground, and fo cover them with earth. The burial ended, the women, being 
painted all their faces with black coal and oil, do fit twenty-four hours in the houfes 
mourning and lamenting by turns, with fuch yelling and howling, as may exprefs their 
great pafiions. by 

In every territory of a Werowance is a temple anda prieft, two or three or more. 
‘Their priscipal temple or place of fuperitition is at Uttamufflack, at Pamaunkee, near 
unto which ts a houle, temple, or place of Powhatans. Sas 

- Upon the top of certam red fandy hills in the woods, there are three great ele 
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filled with images of their kings and cevils, and tombs of their predeceffors. -Thole 
houfes are near fixty feet in length, built harbour-wife, after their building. This place 
they count fo holy as that but the priefts and kings dare come into them; nor the 
favages dare not go up the river in boats by it, but they folemnly caft.fome piece of 
copper, white beads, or pocones into the river, for fegr their Okee fhould be offended 
and revenged of them. Thus 


Fear was the firft their gods begot: 
- ‘Tall fear began their gods were not. 

In this place commonly are refident ¥even priefts. The chief differed from the reft 
in his ornaments, but inferior priefts could hardly be known from the common people, 
but that they had not fo many holes in their ears to hang their jewels at. The orna- 
ments of the chief prieft were certain attires for his head made thus: they took a dozen 
or fixteen or more fnake fkins and ftuffed them with mofs, and of weafels and other 
vermin fkins a good many. All thefe they tie by their tails, fo as all their tails meet in 
the top of their head like a great taffel. Round about this taffelis as ir were a crown of 
feathers, the fkins hang round about his head, neck and fhoulders, and in a manner 
cover his face. The faces of all their priefts are painted as ugly as they can devife, in 
their hands they had every one his rattle, fome bafs, fome fmaller. Their devotion was 
moft in fongs, which the chief prieft beginneth and the reft followed him; fome times he 
maketh invocations with broken fentences by ‘tarts and ftrange pafftons, and at every 
paufe, the reft give a fhort groan. : 


Thus feek they in deep foolifhnefs, 
To climb the height of happinefs, 


. 


It could not.be perceived that they keep any day as more holy than other; but only 
in fome great diftrefs of want, fear of enemies, times of triumph, and gathering together 
their fruits, the whole country of men, women, and children come together to folem- 
nities. ‘The mamuer of their devotion is fometimes to make a great fire in the houfe or 
fields, and all to fing and dance about it with rattles and fhouts together, four or five 
hours. ‘ Sometimes they feta man in the midft, and about him they dance and fing, he 
all the while clapping his hands, asif he would keep time, and after their fongs and 
dancing ended they go to their feafts. 

Through god begetting fear, 
Man’s blinded mind did rear 
A hell-god to the ghotts ; 

A heaven-god to the hoaftss 
Yea god unto the feas : 
Fear did create all thefe. 


They have alfo divers conjurations, one they made when I was their prifoner ; of 
which hereafter you fhall read at large. 

They have alfo certain altar ftones they call pawcorances ; but thefe ftand from thei 
temples, fome by their houfes, others in the woods and wilderneffes, where they have 
have had any extraordinary accident or encounter. And as you travel, at thofe ftones 
they w'll tell you the caufe why they were there erected, which from age to age they 
inflruct their children, as their beft records of antiquities. Upon thefe they offer 
pblucd, deer fuet, and tobacco. This they do when they return from the wars, fron 
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hunting, and upon many other occafions. They have alfo another fuperftition that 
they ufe in ftorms, when the waters are rough in the rivers and fea coafts. Their 
conjurers run to the water fides, or pafling in their boats, after many hellith outcries 
and invocations, they caft tobacco, copper, pecones, or fuch trafh into the water, to 
pacify that god whom they tkink to be very angry in thofe ftorms. Before their 
dinners and fuppers, the better fort will take the firft bit, and caft it in the fire, which 
is all the grace they are known to ufe. 

Infome part of the country they have yearly a facrifice of children. Such a one 
was at Quiyoughcohanock, fome ten miles from James Town, and thus performed. 
Fifteen of the propereft young boys, between cen and fiftcen years of age, they painted 
white. Having brought them forth, the people fpent the forenoon in dancing and 
finging about them with rattles. Inthe afternoon they put thofe children to the root 
ofatree. By them all the men ftood in a guard, every one having a baftinado in 
his hand, made of reeds bound together. This made a lane between them all along, 
through which there were appointed five young men to fetch thefe children: fo every 
one oe the five went through the guard to fetch a child each after other by turns, the- 
guard fiercely beating them with their baftinadoes, and they patiently enduring and 
receiving all, defending the cildren with their naked bodies from the unmerciful blows 
that pay them foundly, though the children efcape. All this while the women weep 
and cry out very paffionately, providing mats, fkins, mofs, and dry wood, as things 
fitting their children’s funerals. After the children were thus pafled the guard, the _ 
guard tore down the trees, branches and boughs with fuch violence that they rent the 
body, and made wreaths for, their heads, or bedecked their hair with the leaves. 
What elfe was done with the children was not feen ; but they were all caft oz a heap, 
in a valley, as dead, where they made a great feaft for all the company. The 
‘Werowance‘being demanded the meaning of this facrifice, anfwered, that the children 
were not all dead, but that the okee or devil did fuck the blood from their left breaft, 
who chanced to be his by lot, till they were dead, but the reft were kept in the wilder- 

“nefs by the young men till nine months were expired, during which time they muft not 
converfe with any ; and of thefe were made their priefts and conjurers. This facrifice 
they held to be fo neceffary, that if they fhould omit it, their okee, or devil, and all their 
other quiyoughcofughs, which are their gods, would let them have no deer, 
turkies, corn, nor fifh, and yet befides, he would make a great flaughter amongft ~ 
them. 

They think that their Werowances and priefts, which they alfo efteem quiyough- 
colughs, when they are dead, do go beyond the mountains towards the fettiag of the 
fun, and ever remain there in form of their okee, with their heads painted red with oil 
and pocones, finely trimmed with feathers, and fhall have beads, hatchets, copper, and 
tobacco, doing nothing but dance and fing, with all their predeceffors. But the 
common people, they fuppofe, fhall not live after death, but rot in their graves, like dead 
dogs. 

‘Lo divert them from this blind idolatry, we did our beft endeavours, chiefly with 
the Werowance of Quiyoughcohanock, whofe devotion, apprehenfion, and good dif- 
pofition much exceeded any in thofe countries, with whom although we could not as 
yet prevail to forfake his falfe gods, yet this he did believe, that our God as much 

- exceeded theirs, as our guns did their bows and arrows, and many times did fend to 

me at James Town, intreating méto pray to my God for rain, for their gods would 
not fend them any. And in this lamentable ignorance do thefe poor fouls facrifice 
themfelves to the devil, not knowing their creator; and we had not language 
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fufficient fo plainly to exprefs it,as make them underftand it; which God grant 
they may; for 


Religion ’tis that doth diftinguith us 

From their brute humour, well we may it know ; 
That can with underflanding argue thus, 

Our God is truth ; but they cannot do fo. 


Of the Manner of the Virginians’ Government. 


Although the country people be very barbarous, yet have they amongft them fuch 
government as that their magiftrates for good commanding, and their people for due 
fubjection and obeying, excel many places that would be counted very civil. The 
form of their commonwealth is a monarchical government, one as emperor, ruleth 
over many kings or governors. Their chief ruler is called Powhatan, and taketh his 
name of his principal place of dwelling called Powhatan; but his proper name is 
Wahunfonacock. Some countries he hath which have been his anceftors, and came 
unto him by inheritance, as the country called Powhatan, Arrohateck, Appamatuck, 
Pamaunkee, Youghtanund, and Mattapanient. All the reft of his territories expreffed 
in the map, they report, have been his feveral conquefts. In all his ancient inhe« 
ritances he hath houfes built after their manner, like arbours, fome thirty, fome forty 
yards ’ong, and at every houfe provifion for his entertainment, according to the time. 
At Werowcomoco, on the north fide of the river Pamaunkee, was his refidence, when 
I was delivered him prifoner, fome fourteen miles from James Town, where, for the 
mott part, he was refident ; but at laft he took fo little pleafure in our near neighbour. 
hood, that he retired himfelf to Orapakes, in the defert betwixt Chickahamanta and 
Youghtanund. He is of perfonage a tall well-proportioned man, with a four look, his 
head fomewhat grey, his beard fo thin that it feemeth none at all, his age near fixty, 
of a very able and hardy body to endure any labour ; about his perfon ordinarily at- 
tendeth a gnard of forty or fifty of the talleft men his country doth afford. Every 
night, upon the four quarters of his houfe, are four centinels, each from other a flight 
fhoot, and at every half hour one from the corps du guard doth hollow, fhaking 
his lips with his finger between them; unto whom every fentinel doth anfwer 
round from his ftand: if any fail, they prefently fend forth an officer that beateth 
him extremely. 

A mile from Orapakes, in a thicket of wood, he hath a houfe, in which he keepeth 
his kind of treafure, as fkins, copper, pearl, and beads, which he ftoreth up againft the 
time of his death and burial. Here alfo is his ftore of red paint, for ointment, bows 
and arrows, targets and clubs. This houfe is fifty or fixty yards in length, frequented 
only by priefts. At the four corners of this houfe ftand four images as fentinels, one 
of a dragon, another a bear, the third like a leopard, and the fourth like a giant-like 
man, all made evil favouredly, according to their beft workmanthip. 

He hath as many women as he will, whereof, when he lieth on his bed, one fitteth 
at his head, and another at his feet ; but when he fitteth, one fitteth on his right hand, 
and another on his left; as he is weary of his women, he beftoweth them on thofe 
that beft deferve them at his hands; when he dineth or fuppeth, one of his women 
before and after meat, bringeih him water in a wgoden -platter to wafh his hands ; 
another waiteth with a bunch of feathers to wipe them, inftead of a towel, and the 
feathers, when he hath wiped, are dried again. His kingdoms defcend not to his fons 
ror children, but firft to his brethren, whereof he hath three, namely, Opitchapan, 

- F Opechane. 
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Opechancanough, and Catataugh, and after their deceafe, to his fifters: firft, to the 
eldeft fifter, then to the reft, and after them, to the heirs male or female of the eldeft 
fifter, but never to the heirs of the males, 

He nor any of his people underftand any letters, whereby to write or read, only the 
laws whereby he ruleth is cuftom. Yet, when he lifteth, his will is a law, and mutt 
be obeyed ; not only as a king, but'as half a god, they efteem him. His inferior kings, 
whom they eall Werowances, are tied to rule by cuftom, and have power of life and 
death at their command in that nature. But this word Werowance, which we call and 
conftrue for a king, is a common word, whereby they call all commanders; for they 
have but few words in their language, and but few occafions to ufe any officers more 
than one commander, which commonly they call Werowance or Caucoroufe, which is 
captain. They all know their feveral lands, habitations, and Jimits, to fith, fowl, or 
hunt in; but they hold all of their great Werowance Powhatan, unto whom they pay 
tribute of fkins, beads, copper, pearl, deer, turkies, wild beafts, and corn. What he 
commandeth, they dare not difobey in the leaft thing. It is ftrange to fee with what 
great fear and adoration all thefe people do obey this Powhatan; for at his feet they 
prefent whatfoever he commandeth, and at the leaft frown of his brow, their greateft 
{pirits will tremble with fear ; and no marvel, for he is very terrible and tyrannaus in 
punifhing fuch as offend him : for example, he caufed certain malefactors to be bound 
hand and foot, then having of many fires gathered great {tore of burning cols, they 
rake thefe coals round in the form of a cock-pit, and in the midit they caft the ofenders 
to broil to death. Sometimes he caufeth the heads of them that offend him to-be laid 
upon the altar of facrificing ftone, and one with clubs beats out their brains: when “he 
would punifh any notorious enemy or malefactor, he caufeth them to be tied tu a tree, 
and with mufcle-fhells or reeds, the executioner cutteth off his joints one after another, 
ever cafting what they cut off into the fire ; then doth he proceed with fhells and reeds 
to cafe the fkin from his head and face; then do they rip up his belly, and fo burn him 
with the tree and all, Thus themfelves reported they executed George Caffen. Their 
ordinary correction is to beat them with cudgels. We nave feen 2 man kneeling on 
his knees, and at Powhatan's command, two men have beat him on the bare fkin, till 
he hath fallen fenfelefs in a fwoon, and yet never cry nor complained. And he made 
a woman, for playing the whore, fit upon a great ftone, on her bare breech,twenty- 
four hours, only with corn and water, every three days, till nine days were paft, yet 
he loved her exceedingly; notwithftanding, there are common whores by profeffion . 

In the year 1608, he furprifed the people of Payankatank, his near neighbours and 
fubjects. The occafion was to us unknown, but the manner was thus: firft, he fent 
divers of his men as to lodge amongft them that night, then the ambufcadoes environed 
all their houfes, and at the hour appointed they all fell to the fpoil : twenty-four men 

. they flew, the long hair of the one fide: of their heads, with the kin cafed off with 
fhells or reeds, they brought away. The furprifed alfo the women and the children, 
and the werowance : all thefe they prefented to Powhatan. The werowance, women, 
and children became his prifoners, and do him fervice. The locks of hair, with their 
ikins, he hanged on a line betwixt two trees; and thus he made oftentation of “his 
triumph at Werowocomoco, where he intended to have done as mich to me and my 
company. 

And this is as much as my memory can cail to mind worthy of note ; which I have 
purpofely collected, to fatisty my friends of the true worth and quality of Virginia. 
Yet fome bad natures will not ftick to flander the country, that will flovenly fpit at all 
things, efpecially in company, where they can find none to contradiét them. Who 
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though they were fcarce ever ten miles from James Town, or at the moft, but at the falls 3 
yet holding it a great difgrace that amongft fo much a@tion their . actions were nothing, 
exclaim of all things, though they never adventured to know any thing, nor ever did 
any thing but devour the fruits of other men’s labours ; ‘being for moft part of fuch 
tender educations, and {mall experience in martial accidents, becaufe they found not 
Englifh cities, nor fuch fair houfes, nor at their own wihes any of their accuftomed 
dainties, with feather-beds and down pillows, taverns and ale-houfes in evéry breathing 
place, neither fuch plenty of gold and filver and diffolute liberty, as they expeéted, 
had little or no care of any thing but to pamper their bellies, to fly away with our pin- 
naces, or procure their means to return for England. For the country was to them 
a mifery, a ruin, a death, a hell; and their reports here, and their actions there 
according. . 

Some other there were that had yearly ftipends to pafs to and again for tranfporta- 
tion : who to keep the myftery of the bufinefs in themfelves, though they had neither 
time nor means to know much of themfelves ; yet all men’s afiions or relations they fo 
formally turned to the temporizing times fimplicity, as they could make their ignorance 
feem much more, than all the true a€tors could by their experience. And thofe with 
their great words deluded the world with fuch ftrange prdmifes as abufed the .bufinefs 
much worfe than the reft ; for the bufinefs being built upon the foundation of their 
fained experience, the planters, the money, and means have ftill mifearried : yet they 
ever returning and the planters fo far abfent, who could contradiét their excufes ? 
which, - {till to maintain their vain glory and eftimation, from time to time have ufed 
fuch diligence as made them pafs for truths, though nothing more falfe. And that the 
adventu-ers might be thus abufed let no man wonder ; for the wifeft living is fooneft 
abufed by him that hath a fair tongue and a diffembling heart. 

~ There were many in Virginia merely projecting, verbal, and idle contemplators, and 
thofe fo devoted to pure idlenefs, that though they had lived two or three years in Vir- 
ginia lordly, neceffity itfelf could not compel them to pafs the peninfula, or pallifadoes 
of James Town ; and thofe witty fpirits, what would they not affirm in the behalf of our 
tran{porters, to get victuals from their fhips, or obtain their good words in England, 
to get their paffes ? ‘Vhus from the clamours and the ignorance of falfe informers 
are {fprung thofe difafters that {prung in Virginia : and our ingenious verbalifts were no . 
lefs plague to usin Virginia, than the locufts to the Egyptians. For the labour of twenty 
or thirty of the beft only preferved in chriftianity, by their induftry, the idle livers of 
near two hundred of the reft: who living near ten months of fuch natural means as 
the country naturally of itfelf afforded, notwithftanding all this, and the worft fury of 
the favages, the extremity of ficknefs, mutinies, faction, ignorance, and want of 
vitual ; in all that time I loft but feven or eight men, yet fubjected the favages to our 
defired obedience, and received contribution from thirty-five of their kings, to protect 
and affift them againft any that fhould affault them, in which order they continued true 
and faithful, and as fubjeéts to his Majefty, fo long after asI did govern there, until I 
left the country ; fince, how they have revolted, the country loft, and again replant- 
ed, and the bufineffes hath fucceeded from time to time, I refer you to the relations of 
them returned from Virginia, that have been more diligent in fuch obfervations. 


Joun SvirH writ this with his own hand. 


’ Becaufe 


SMITH’s VIRGINIA, 


45 


Becaufe many do defire to know the manner of their language, I have inferted thefe 
few words: 


Ka katorawincs yowo? What call you 
this? 

Nemarough, a man. 

Crenepo, a woman. 

Marowancheffo, a boy. 

Vehawkans, houfes. 

Matchcores, fkins or garments. 

~ Mocafins, thoes. 

Tuffan, beds. 

Pokatawer, fire. 

Attawp, a bow. 

Aitonce, arrows. 

Monacookes, {words. 

Aumoubbowgh, a target. 

Pawcuffacks, guns. - 

Tomabacrs; axes. 

Tockahacks, pickaxes. 

Pamefacks, knives. 

Accowprets, fhears. 

Pawpecones, pipes. 

Mattafin, copper. 

Ufawaffin, iron, brafs, filver, or any white 
metal. 

Muffes, woods, 

Attafskuff, \eaves, weeds, or grafs, 

Chepfin, land. 

Shacquohocan, a ftone. 

Wepenter, a cuckold. 

Suckahanna, water. 

Noughmaff, fith. 

Copotone. {turgeon. 

Weghfhaughes, fleth. 

Sawwehone, blood. 

Netoppew, friends. 

Marrapough, enemies. 

Mafapow, the worft of enemies. ; 

Mawchick chammay, the beft of friends. 

Cofacunnakack, *peya quagh acquintan 
uttafantafough ? In how many days will 
there come hither any more Englith 
thips? 

Their numbers : 

Necut, 1; Ningh, 2; Nufs, 3; Yowgh, 43 

Paranjfhe, 5 ; Comotinch, 6 ; Tuppawafs,7 5 

Nuffwafh, 8 ; Kekata-ugh, 9 ; Kafkeke, to. 

They count no more but by tens, as fol 
loweth ; 


s is 


Cafe, how many. 
Ninghfapocekfhu, 20 5 
* Nuffapooek flu, 305 - 

Yowghapoock/hku, 40 5 * 

Parankefiaffapoockfhu, 50 3 

Comatinchitaffapocekfhu, 603°  ~ 

Nufswafbtaffapooekfhu, 70 5 

Kekataughtafjapoock/au, 90 3 

Necuttoughty/mough, 100 3 

Necuttweunquacugh, 1000. 

Rawceofowghs, days. 

Kefkowghes, funs. 

Toppquough, nights. 

Nepawwefhowghs, moons. 

Pawpaxfoughes, years. 

Pummabumps, ftars. 

Ofes, heavens. 

Okees, gods. , 

Quiyoughcofoughs, petty gods, and -their 
affinities, 

Righcomoughes, deaths, 

Kekughes, lives. 

Mowchick woyawgh tawgh noeragh kaquere’ 
mecher ? Lam very hungry; what fhall 
Teat? 

Tawnor nehiegh Powhatan? Where dwells 
Powhatan ? Zoe 

Mache, nebiegh yourowgh, Orapaks, Now 
he dwells a great way hence, at Ora- 
paks. 

Vittapitchewayne anpechitchs nehawper We=- 
rowacomoco, You lie, he ftaid ever at. 
‘Werowacomoco. 

Kator nehiegh mattagh neer uttapitchewayne, 
Truly he is there, I do not lie, : 

Spaughtynere keragh werowance mawmas 
rinough kekate wawgh peyaquaugh, Run 
you then to the King Mawmarynough, 
and bid him come hither. 

Unteke, e peya weyack wighwhip, Get you 
gone, and come again quickly. 

Kekaten Pokahontas patiaquagh niugh tanks 
manotyens neer_ mowchick rewrenock. 
audowgh, -Bid Pokahontas bring hither 
two little bafkets, and I will give her 

’ white beads, to make her a chain, 


. 
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BOOK Ill. 


CHAP, L— The Proceedings and Accidents of the Englifh Colony in Virginia, extraGed 
Srom the Authors following, by William Simons, Doctor of Divinity. 


TT might be well thought a country fo fair as Virginia is, and a people fo tra@table, 
swould long ere this have been quietly poffeffed, to the fatisfaction of the adventurers, 
and the eternizing of the memory of thofe that effected it. But becaufe all the world 
do fee a defailment, this following ,treatife hall give fatisfaGtion to all indifferent 
readers, how the bufinefs hath been carried; where, no doubt, they will eafily under. 
ftand and anfwer to their queftion, how it came to pals, there was no better {peed and 
fuccefs in thofe proceedings. 

Captain Bartholomew Gofnoll, one of the firft movers of this plantation, having 
many years lolicited many of his friends, but found {mall aflittance, at laft prevailed 
with fome gentlemen, as Captain John Smith, Mr. Edward Maria Wingfield, Mr. 
Robert Hunt, and divers others, who depended a year upon his projects, but nothin: 
could be effected, till, by their great charge and induftry, it came to be apprehended 
by certain of the nobility, gentry, and merchants, fo that His Majefty, by his letters 
patents, gave commiffion for eftablifhing councils, to direét here 3 and to govern, and 
to exesute there. To effed this, was fpent another year, and by that, three fhips 
were provided, one of one hundred tons, another of forty, and a pinnace of twenty. 
The tranfportation of the company was committed to Captain Chriftopher Newport, 
amariner well prattifed for the weftern parts of America. But their orders for 

"government were put in a box, not to be opened, nor the governors known until 
they arrived in Virginia. 

On the 19th of December, 1606, we fet‘fail from Blackwall, but by unprofperous 
winds were kept fix weeks in the fight of England ; all which time Mr. Hunt, our 
preacher, was fo weak and fick, that few expected his recovery. Yet although he were 
but twenty miles-from his habitation (the time we were in the Downs), and notwith- 
ftanding the ftormy weather, nor the fcandalous imputations (of fome few, little better 
than-atheilts, of the greateft rank amongft us) fuggefted againft him, all this could 
never force from him fo much as a feeming defire to leave the bufinefs, but preferred 
the fervice of God, in fo good a voyage, before any affection to conteft with his godlefs 
foes, whofe difaftrous defigns (could they have prevailed) had even the 
the bufinefs, fo many difcontents did then arife, had he not, 
and his godly exhortations (but chiefly by his true devoted 
flames of envy and diffention. - : 

We watered at the Canaries; we traded with the favages at Dominica 
we fpent in refrefhing ourfelves amongft thefe Weft India ifles ; in Guardalupa we 
found a bath fo hot, as in it we boiled pork as well as over the fire. And ata little ifle 
called Monica, we took from the bufhes with our hands, near two hogtheads full of 
birds in three or four hours. In Mevis, Mona, and the Virgin ifles, we ‘vent fome 
time, where, with a loathfome beaft like a crocodile, called a guayn, tortoifes, peli- 
cans, parrots, and fifhes, we daily feafted. Gone from thence in fearch of Virginia, 
the company was not a little difcomforted, feeing the mariners had three days paffed 
their reckoning, and found no land, fo that Captain Ratliffe (captain of the pinnace) 
rater defired to bear up the helm to return for England, than make farther fearch. 
But God, the guide of all good a@tions, forcing them by an extreme ftorm to hull all 
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night, did drive them by his providence to their defired port, beyond all their expeda- 
tions, for never any of them had feen that coaft. The firft land they made they called 
Cape Henry ; where thirty of them recreating themfelves on fhore, were affaulted by 
five favages, who hurt two of the Englifh very dangeroufly. That night was the box 
opened, and the orders read, in which Bartholomew Gofnell, John Smith, Edward 
‘Wingfield, Chriftopher Newport, John Ratliffe, John Martin, and George Kendall, 
were named to be the counfel, and to choofe a prefident amongit them for a year, who 
with the council thould govern. Matters of moment were to be examined by a jury, 
but determined by the major part of the council, in which the prefident had two voices, 
. Until the 13th of May they fought a place to plant in, then the council was fworn, 
Mr. Wingfield was chofen prefident, and an oration made, why Captain Smith was not 
admitted of the council as the reft. 

Now falleth every man to work, the council contrive the fort, the reft cut down trees: 
to make place to pitch their tents ; fome provide clapboard to relade the fhips, fome 
make gardens, fome nets, &c. The favages often vifited us kindly. The prefident’s: 
overweening jealoufy would admit no exercife at arms, or fortification, but the boughs 
of trees caft together in the form of a half moon by the extraordinary pains and dili- 
gence of Captain Kendall. Newport, Smith, and twenty others, were fent to difcover 
the head of the river: by divers {mall habitations they pafled, in fix days they arrived 
at a town called Powhatan, confifting of fome twelve houfes, pleafantly feated on a 
hill ; before it three fertile ifles, about it many of their corn fields, the place is ver 
pleafant, and ftrong by nature ; of this place the prince is called Powhatan, arid his 
people Powhatans ; to this place the river is navigable : but higher within a mile, by 
reafon of the rocks and ifles, there is not paflage for a {mall boat ; this they call the - 
falls : the people in all parts kindly treated them, till being returned within twenty miles 
of James Town, they gave juft caufe of jealoufy, but had God not bleffed the difco- 
verers otherwife than thofe at the fort, there had then been an end of that plantation 5 
for atthe fort, where they arrived the next day, they found feventeen men hurt, and a. 
boy flain by the favages, and had it not chanced a crofs bar fhot from- the fhips ftruck 
down a bough from a tree amongft them, that caufed them to retire, our men had alk 
_ been flain, being fecurely all at work, and their arms in dry fats. 

Hereupon the prefident was contented the fort fhould be pallifadoed, the ordnance: 
mounted, his men armed and exercifed, for many were the affaults, and ambufcades 
of the favages, and our men by their diforderly ftraggling were often hurt, when the 
favages by the nimblenefs of their heels well efcaped. What toil we had, with fo fmall 
a power to guard our workmen adays, watch all night, refift our enemies, and effect 
our bufinefs, to relade the fhips, cut down trees, and prepare the ground to plant our 
corn, &c. I refer to the reader’s confideration. Six weeks being {pent in this manner, 
Captain Newport (who was hired only for our tranfportation) was to return with the 
thips. Now Captain Smith, who all this time from theiz departure from the Canaries 
was reftrained asa prifoner upon the fcandalous fuggeftions of fome of the chiefs 
(envying his repute) who fained he intended to ufurp the government, murder the 
council, and make himfelf king, that his confederates were difperfed in all.the three 
fhips, and that divers of his confederates that revealed it, would affirm it; for this he 
was committed as a prifoner : thirteen weeks he remained thus fufpected ; and by that 
time the hips fhould return, they pretended out of their -commiferations, to refer him: 
to the council in England to receive a check, rather than by particularifing his defigns. 
~ make him fo odious to the world, as to touch his life, or utterly overthrow his reputa- 
tion, But he fo much fcorned their charity, and publicly defied the uttermoft of their 
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cruelty, he wifely prevented their policy, though he could not fupprefs their envy, yet 
fo well he demeaned himfelf in this bufinels, as all the company did fee his innocence, 
and his adverfaries malice; and thofe fuborned to accufe him, accufed his accufers of 
fubornation ; many untruths were alleged againft him ; but being fo apparently difproved, 
begat a general hatred in the Learts of the company againft fuch unjuft commanders, 
that the prefident was adjudged to give him 2ool. fo that all he had was feized upon, 
in part’of fatisfaction, which Smith prefently returned to the ftore for the general ufe of 
the colony. Many were the mifchiefs that daily {prung from their ignorant (yet ambi- 
tious) fpirits, but the good dottrine and exhortation of our preacher Mr. Hunt recon- 
ciled them, and caufed Captain Smfith to be admitted of the council ; the next day 
all received the communion, the day following the favages voluntarily defired peace, and ~ 
Captain Newport returned for England with news ; leaving in Virginia one hundred, 
the 15th of June 1607. By this obferve ; 

Good men did ne’er their countries ruin bring. 

But when evil men fhall injuries begin ; 

Not caring to corrupt and violate 

The judgment-feat for their own lucre’s fake : 

Then look that country cannot long have peace, 

Though for the prefent it have reft and cafe.” 


Tl.e names of them that were the firft planters, were thefe following : 


Mr. Edward Maria Wingfield Nathaniel Powell 
Captain Bartholomew Gofnoll Edward Brown 
Captain John Smith Council Robert Behethland 
Captain John Ratliffe ouncll. John Penington 
Captain John Martin Jeremy Alicock 
Captain George Kendall J George Walker 
Thomas Studley 
Mr. Robert Hunt, Preacher Richard Crofts 
Mr. George Percie Nicholas Houlgrave 
Anthony Gofnoll Thomas Webbe 
George Flower John Waller 
Captain Gabriell Archer John Short 
Robert Fenton William Tankard 
Robert Ford William Smethes ig 
William Brufter Francis Snarfbrough p ents 
Edward Harrington Richard Simons \ 
Dru Pickhoufe Edward Brookes | 
Thomas Jacob %Gent. Richard Dixon ; 
John Brookes John Martin 
Ellis Kingfton Roger Cooke 
‘Thomas Sands Anthony Gofnold 
Benjamin Beaft Thomas Wotton, Chirurgeon 
John Robinfon John Stevenfon 
‘Thomas Mouton Thomas Gore 
Euftace Clovill * : Henry Adling 
Stephen Halthrop Francis Midwinter * 
Kellam Throgmorton Richard Frith 
Edward Morith J 


William 
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James Read, black{mith, 
bs Jonas Profit, failor. 
Carpenters. Thomas Cowper, barber, 
William Garret, bricklayer, 
Edward Brinto, mafon, 


William Laxon ! 
John Laydon 7} William Love, tailor, 
i 
P 
| 
{ 
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Edward Pifing 
Thomas Emry 
Robert Small 


William Caffen Nic. Scot, drummer, 

George Caffen William Wilkinfon, chirurgeon, 
Thomas Caffen i 
William Rodes 
William White 
Old Edward 
Henry Tavin 
George Goulding 
John Dods 
William Johnfon 
William Unger 


Samuel Collier, boy, 
Nat. Pecock, boy, 
James Brumfield, boy, 
Richard Mutton, boy, 


Labourers. 


With divers others to the 
number of 100. 


CHAP. Wi.—What happened till the firf? Supply. 


BEING thus left to our fortunes, it fortuned that within ten days {carce ten athongft 
us could either go, or well ftand, fuch extreme weaknefs and ficknefs oppreffed us. 
And thereat none need marvel, if they confider the caufe and reafon, which was this ; 
whilft the thips ftayed, our allowance was fomewhat bettered, by a daily proportion of . 
bifcuit, which the failors would pilfer to fell, give, or exchange with us, for money, 
faffafras, furs, or love. But when they departed, there remained neither r:vern, beer-” 
houfe, nor place of relief, but the common kettlt. Had we been as free from all fins 
as nape) and drunkennefs, we might have been canonized for faints; but our 
prefident would never have been admitted, for ingrofling tc-his private, oatmeal, fack, 

oil, aquavite, beef, eggs, or what not, but the kettle; that indeed he allowed equally 
to be diftributed, and that was half a pint of wheat, and as much barley boiled with 
water for a man a day, and this having fried fome twenty-fix weeks in the fhip’s hold, 
contained as many worms as grains; fo that we might truly call it rather fo much 
bran than corn; our drink was water, our lodgings caftles in the air: with this jodging 
and diet, our extreme toil in bearing and planting pallifadoes, fo ftrained and bruife 
us, and our continual labour in the extremities of the heat had.fo weakened us, as 
were caufe fufficient to have made us as miferable in our native country, or any other 
place in the world. From May to September, thofe that efcaped, lived upon fturgeon, 
and fea-crabs ; fifty in this time we buried: the reft feeing the prefident’s projects to 
efcape thefe miferies in our pinnace by flight (who all this time had neither felt want 
nor ficknefs) fo moved our dead fpirits, as we depofed him; and eftablifhed Ratcliffe 
in his place (Gofnoll being dead), Kendall depofed, Smith newly recovered, Martin 
and Ratcliffe was by his care preferved and relieved, and the moft of the foldiers re- 
covered, with the fkilful diligence of Mr. Thomas Wotton our chirurgeon-general. But 
now was all our provifion {pent, the fturgeon gone, alf helps abandoned, each hour 
expecting the fury of the favages ; when God, the patron of all good endeavours,-in that 
delperate extypmity fo changed the hearts of the favages, that they brought fuch plenty 
_ of their fruits and provifion as no man wanted. 
VOL, XIII. H And 
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And now where fome affirmed it was ill done of the council to fend forth men fo 
badly provided, this incontradiGable reafon will fhew them plainly they are too ill 
advifed to nourifh fuchill conceits ; firft, the fault of our going was our own: what could 
be thought fitting or neceflary we had ; but what we fhould find, or want, or where we 
fhould be, we were all ignorant, and fuppofing to make our paffage in two months, with 
viatuals to live, and the advantage of the fprifig to work ; we were at fea five months, 
where we both fpent our victuals and loft the opportunity of the time and feafon to 
plant, by the unfkilful prefumption of our ignorant tranfporters, that underftood not at 
all what they undertook. . 

Such aétions have ever fince the world’s beginning been tubjeét to fuch accidents ; 
and every thing of worth is found full of difficulties ; but nothing fo difficult as to 
eftablifh a commonwealth fo far remote from men and means, and where men’s minds 
are fo untoward as neither do well themfelves, nor fuffer others. But to proceed. 

_ The new prefident and Mertin, being little beloved, of weak judgment in dangers, 
and lefs induftry in peace, committed the managing of all things abroad to Captain 
Smith, who, by his own example, good words, and fair promifes, fet fome to mow, 
others to bind thatch, fome to build houfes, others to thatch them, himfelf always 
bearing the greateft tafk for his own fhare ; fo that in frort time, he provided moft of 
them lodgings, negleéting any for himéelf. This done, feeing the favages fiperiluity 
begin to decreafe (with fome of his workmen) fhipped him/elt in the fhallop to fearch 
the country for trade. The want of the language, knowledge to manage his boat 
withot: fails, the want of a fufficient power, (knowing the multitude of the favages) 
apparel for his men, and other neceffaries, were infinite impediments, yet no difcourage- 
ment. .Being but fix or feven in company, he went down the river to Kecoughtan, 
where at firft they fcorned him, as a famifhed man, and would in derifion offer him a 
Handful of corn, a piece of bread, for their fwords and mufkets, and fuch like pro- 
portions alfo for their apparel. But feeing by trade and courtefy there was nothing 
to be had, he made bold to try fuch conclufions as neceflity inforced, though contrary 
to his commiffion, let fly his mufkets, ran his boat on fhore, whereat they all fled into 
the woods; So marching towards their houfes, they might fee great heaps of corn, 
much ado he had to reftrain his hungry foldiers from prefent taking of it, expeéing 
(as it happened) that the favages would affault them, as not long after they did with a 
moft-hideous noife: fixty or ieventy of them, fome black, fome red, fome white, fome 
party-coloured, came in a {quare order, finging and dancing out of the woods, with 
their okee (which was an idol made of fkins, {tuffed with ‘mols, all painted and hung 
with chains and copper) borne before them ; and in this manner being well armed with 
clubs, targets, bows and arrows, they charged the Englifh, that fo kindly received 
them with their mufkets loaden with piftol thot, that down fell their god, and divers 
lay fprawling on the ground, ihe reft fled again to the woods, and ere long fent onc of 
their quiyoughkafoucks to cfier peace, and redeem their okce. Smith told them, if 
only fix of them would come unarmed and load his boat, he would not only be their 
friend but reftore them their okee, and give them beads, copper, and hatchets befides, 
which, on both fides, was to their contents performed ; and then they breught him 
venifon, turkies, wild fowl, bread, and what ihcy had, finging and dancing in fign of 
friendfhip till they departed. In his return he difcovered the town and country of 
Warratkeyack. . 3 


Thus Ged, unboundicks by his power, 
Made tiem thus kind, would us devour. 
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Smith perceiving (notwithftanding their late mifery) not any: regarded but from | 
hand to mouth (the company being well recovered), caufed the pmnace to be provided 
with things fitting to get provifion for the year following ; but in the interim he made 
three or four journies, and difcovered the people of Chickahamania : yet what he care- 
fully provided the reft carelefsly fpent. Wingfield and Kendall living in difgrace, 
feeing all things at random in the abfence of Smith, the company’s diflike of their 
prefident’s weaknefs, and their {mall love to Martin’s never-mending ficknefs, 
ftrengthened themfelves with the failors, and othér confederates, to regain their former 
credit and authority, or at leaft, fuch means aboard the pinnace, (being fifted to fail as 
Smith had appointed, for trade) to alter her vourfe and to go for England. Smith 
unexpectedly returning had the plot difcovered to him, much trouble he had to 
prevent it, till with ftore of fakre and mufket fhot he forced them to ftay or fink in the 
river, which action coft the life of Captain Kendall. Thefe brawls are fo difguttful, as 
fome will fay they were better forgotten ; yet all men of good judgment will conclude, 
it were better their bafenels fhould be manifeft to the world than the bufinefs bear the 
{corn and fhame of their excufed diforders. The prefident and Captain Archer not 
long after intended alfo to have abandoned the country, which projeét alfo was curbed 
and fupprefled by Smith. ‘Te Spaniard never more greedily defired gold than he 
vi€tuals, nor his foldiers more to abandon the country, than he to keep it. But finding 
plenty of corn in the river of Chickahamania, where hundreds of favages in divers 
places ftood with bafkets expeéting his coming. And now the winter approaching, 
the rivers became fo covered with fwans, geefe, ducks, and cranes, that we daily 
feafted with good bread, Virginia peas, pumpions, and putchamins, fifth, fowl, and 
divers forts of wild beafts as et as we could eat them, fo that none of our tuftaffaty. 
humourifts defired to go for England. But our comedies never endured long without 
a tragedy ; fome idle exceptions being muttered againft Captain Smith, for not difcover- 
ing the head of Chickahamania river, and taxed by the council to be tco flow in fo 
worthy an attempt. The next voyage he proceeded fo far, that with much labour by 
cutting of trees afunder hé made his paflage, but when his barge could pafs no further, 
he left her in a broad bay out of danger of fhot, commanding none fhould go afhore 
till his return; himfelf with two Englifh and two favages went up higher in a canoe, 
but he was not long abfent; but his men went afhore, whofe want of government 
gave both occafion and opportunity to the favages to furprife one George Caffen, 
whom they flew, and much failed not to have cut off the boat and ail the reft. Smith 
little dreaming of that accident, being got to the marfhes at the river’s head, twenty 
miles in the defert, had his two men flain (as is fuppofed) fleeping by the canoe, whilft 
himlelf, by fowling, fought them victuals ; who finding he was befet with two hundred 
favages, two of them he flew, {till defending himfelf with the aid of a favage his guide, 
whom he bound to his arm with his garters, and ufed him as a buckler, yet he was 
fhot in his thigh a little, and had many arrows that ftuck in his cloaths, but no great 
hurt, till at laft they took him prifoner. When this news came to James Town, much 
was their forrow for his lofs, few expecting what enfued. Six or feven weeks thofe 
barbarians"kept him prifoner, many ftrange triumphs and conjurations they made of 
him, yet he fo demeaned_himfelf amongit them, as he not only diverted them from 
furprifing the fort, but procured his own liberty, and got himfelf and his company 
fuch eftimation amongft them, that thofe favages admired him more than their own 
quiyouckafdacks. The manner how they ufed and delivered him, is as followeth.” - 

The favages having drawn from George Caffen whither Captain Smith was gone, 
profecuting that opportunity they followed him with three hundred bow-men, sear 
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by the King of Pamaunkee, who, in divifions, fearching the turnings of the river, found 
Robinfon and Emry by the fire-fide, thofe they fhot fall. of arrows and flew. Then 
finding the captain, as is faid, that ufed the favage that was his guide as his thield 
(three of them being flain and divers others fo galled), all the reft would not come near 
him. Thinking thus to have returned to his boat, regarding them as he marched: 
more than his way, flipped up to the middle in an oozy creek, and his favage with 
him ; yet durft they not come to him, till being near dead with cold he threw away his 
arms ; then according to their compofition, they drew him forth and led him to the fire, 
where his men were flain: diligently they chafed his benumbed limbs. He demanding 
for their captain, they fhewed him Opechankanough, King of Pamaunkee, to whom 
he gave a round ivory double compais dia Much they marvelled at the playing of 
the fly and needle, which they could fee fo plainly, and. yet not touch it, becaufe of 
the glafs that covered them. But when he demonftrated by that globe-like jewel, the 
roundnefs of the earth and fkies, -he fphere of the fun, moon, and ftars, and how the 
fun did chafe the night round about the world continually, the greatnefs of the land 
and fea, the diverfity of nations, variety of complexions, and how we were to them 
antipodes, and many other fuch like matters, they all ftood as amazed with admiration. 

’ Netwithftanding, within an hour after they tied him tw a tree, and as many as could 

_ ftand about him prepared to fhoot him, but the King holding up the compafs in his 
hand, they all laid down their bows and arrows, and in a triumphant manner led him 
to Orapaks, where he was after their manner kindly feafted and well ufed. 

Their order in conduding him was thus: drawing themfelves al} in file, the King 
in the midft had alk their pieces and {words borne before him. Captain Smith was led 
-after him by three great favages, holding him faft by each arm; and on each fide fix 
went in file with their arrows nocked. But arriving at the town (which was but only 
thirty or forty hunting-houfes made of mats, which they remove as they pleafe, as we 
our tents) all the women and children ftaring to behold him ; the foldiers firft, all in 
file, performed the form of a biffone fo well as could be, and on each flank officers, 
as ferjeants, to fee them keep their order. A good time they continued this exercife, 
and then caft themfelves in a ring, dancing in fuch feveral poftures, and finging and 
yelling out fuch hellifh notes and fereeches; being ftrangely painted, every one his 
quiver of arrows, and at his back a club; on his arm a fox or an otter’s fkin, or fome 
fuch matter for his vambrace; their heads and fhoulders painted red, with oil and 
pocones mingled together, which fcarlet-like colour made an exceeding handfome 
thew ; his bow in his hand, and the fkin of a bird, with her wings abroad dried, tied 
on his head, a piece of copper, a white fhell, a long feather, with a fmall rattle grow- 
ing at the tails of their {nakes, tied to it, or fome fuch like toy. All this while Smith 
and the King ftood in the midft, guarded, as before is faid, and after three dances they 
all departed. Smith they conduéted to a long houfe, where thirty or forty tall fellows 
did guard him, and ere long more bread and venifon was brought him than would 
have ferved twenty men; I think his ftomach at that time was not very good; what 
he left they put in bafkets and tied over his head. About midnight they fet the meat 
again before him ; all this time not one of them would eat a bit with him, till the 
next morning thev brought him as much more, and then did they eat all the old, 
and referved the new 2s they had done the other, which made him think they would 
fat him to eat him: yet in this defperate cftate to defend him from the cold, one 
Mzocaffater brought him his gown, in requital of fome beads and.toys Smith had. givers 
him at his firft arrival in Virginie. 
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the death of his fon, to whom they conduéted him, to recover the poor man then 
bresthing his laft. Smith told them, that at James Town he had a water would do it, 
if Mey would let him fetch it; but they would not permit that, but made all the pre- 
parations they could to affault James Town, craving his advice, and for recompence 
he fhould have life, liberty, land, and women. In part of a table-book he writ his 
mind to them at the fort, what was intended, how they fhould follow that direétion to 
affright the meffengers, and without fail fend him fuch things as he writ for, and an 
inventory with them. The difficulty and danger, he told the favages, of the mines, 
great guns, and other engines, exceedingly affrighted them; yet according to his 
reque(t, they went to James Town, in as bitter weather as could be of froft and fnow, 
and within three days returned with an anfwer. 

But when they came to James Town, feeing men fally out, as he had told them they 
would, they fled; yet in the night they came again to the fame place where he had 
told them they fhould receive an anfwer, and fuch things as he had promifed them, 
which they found accordingly, and with which they returned with no fmall expedi- 
tion, to the wonder of them all that heard it, that he could either divine, or the paper 
could {peak ; then they led him to the Youthtanunds, the Mattapanients, the Payan- 
katanks, the Nantaughtacuncs, and Onawmanients, upon the rivers of Raphanock 
and Patawomek, over all thofe rivers, and back again by divers other feveral nations, 
to the King’s habitation at Pamaunkee, where they entertained him with moft ftrange 
and fearful conjurations, ;, 


As if near led to hell, ~ 
Amonght the devils to: dwell. 


Not long after, early in a morning, a great fire was made in a long houfe, and a mat 
{pread on the one fide as on the other ; on the one they caufed him to fit, and all the 
guard went out of the houfe, and prefently came fkipping in a great grim fellow, all 
painted over with coal mingled with oil, and many fnakes and weafels fkins ftuffed 
with mofs, and all their tails tied together, fo as they me: on the crown of his head 
in a taffel, and round about the taflel was as a coronet of feathers, the fkias hanging 
round about his head, back, and fhoulders, and in a manner covered his face, with 
a hellifh voice, and a rattle in his hand. With moft ftrange geftures and paffions he 
began his invocation, end environed the fire with a circle of meal; which done, three 
more fueh like devils came rufhing in with the like antic tricks, painted’ half black, 
half red; but all their eyes were painted white. and fome red ftrokes like muftachoes 
along their checks: round about him thofe fiends danced a pretty while, and then 
came in three more as ugly as the reft, with red eyes, and white ftrokes over their 
black faces: at laft they all fat down right againft him, three of them on the one hand 
of the chief prieft, and three on the other. Then all with their rattles began a fong, 
which ended, the chief prieft laid down five wheat corns; then ftraining his arms 
and hands with fuch violence that he fweat, and his veins fwelled, he began a fhort 
oration ; at the conclufion they all gave a fhort groan, and then laid down three 
grains more, After that they began their fong again, and then another oration, ever 
laying down fo many corns as before, till they had twice encircled the fire; that done, 
they took a bunch of little fticks prepared for that purpofe, contiriuing ftill their de- 
-votion, and at the end of every fong and oration they laid down a ftick betwixt the 
divifions of corn. ‘Till night neither he nor they did either eat or drink, and-then 
they feafted merrily, with the beft provifions they could make. Three days they uled 
this ceremony, the meaning whereof they told him was to know if he intended them 

well 


54 SMITH’S VIRGINIA. 


well or no. The circle of meal fignified their country, the circles of corn the bounds 
of the fea, and the fticks his country. They imagined the world to be flat and round, 
like a trencher, and they in the midft. After this-they brought him a bag of -gun- 
powder, which they carefully preferved till the next fpring, to plant as they did their 
corn, becaufe they would be acquainted with the nature of that feed. Opicahapam, 
the King’s brother, invited him to his houfe, where, with as many platters of bread, 
fowl, and wild beafts, as did environ him, he bid him welcome; but not any of them 
would eat a bit with him, but put up all the remainder in bafkets. At his return to 
Opechancanoughs, all the King’s women, and their children, flocked about him for 
their parts, as a due by cuftom, to be merry with fuch fragments. 

But his waking mind in hideous dreams did oft fee wondrous fhapes 

OF bodics tlrange, and huge in growth, and of ftupendous makes. 

At laft they brought him to Meronomoco, where was Powhatan their emperor. Here 
more than two hundred of thofe grim courtiers flood wondering at him, as he had 
been a monfter, till Powhatan and his train had put themfelves in their greateft brave. 
ries. Before a fire, upon a feat like a bedftead, he fat covered with a great robe, made 
of rarowcun fkins, and all the tails hanging by. On either hand did fit a young wench 
of fixteen or eighteen years, and along on each fide me houfe two rows of men, and 
behind them as many women, with all their heads and fhoulders painted red’; many 
of their heads bedecked with the white down of birds, but every one with fomething, 
and a great chain of white beads about their necks. At his entrance before the King 
all the people gave a great fhout. ‘The Queen of Appamatuck was appointed to 
bring him water to wafh his hands, and another brought him a bunch of feathers, 
inftead_of a towel to dry them. Having feafted them after the beft barbarous manner 
they could, a long confultation was held ; but the conclufion was, two great ftones were 
brought before Powhatan ; then as many as could laid hands on him, dragged him to 
them, and thereon laid his head, and being ready with their clubs to beat out his 
brains, Pocahontas, the King’s deareft daughter, when no intreaty could prevail, got 
his head in her arms, and laid her own upon his to fave him from death: whereat the 
Emperor was contented he fhould live to make him hatchets, and her bells, beads, 
and copper, for they thought him as well of all occupations as themfelves; for the 
King himfelf wilt make his own robes, thoes, bows, arrows, pots; plant, hunt, or 
do any thing as well as the reft. : 


They fay, he bore a pleafant fhew ; 
But fure his heart was fad; 

For who can pleafant be, and reft, 
‘Vhat lives in fear and dread: 

And having life fufpected, doth 

Tt fill fufpe&ed lead ? 


Two days after Powhatan having difguifed himfelf in the mofi fearful manner’ 
he could, caufed Captain Smith to be brought forth to a great houfe in the woods, 
and there, upon a mat by the fire, to be left alone: not long after, from behind a 
mat that divided the houfe, was made the moft doleful noife he ever heard ; then Pow- 
hatan, more like a devil than a man, with fome two hundred more as black as him- 
felf, came unto him, and told him now they were friends, and prefently he fhould go 
to James Town, to fend him two great guns and a grinditone, for which he would 
give him the country of the Capehowofick, and for ever efteem him as his fon Nan- 
taquoud. So to James Town, with twelve guides, Powhatan fent him. That night 

they 
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they quartered in the woods, he ftill expecting (as he had done all this,long time of 
his imprifonment) every hour to be put to one death or other, for all their fealting. 
But almighty God (by his divine Providence) had mollified the hearts of thofe {tern 
barbarians with compaffion. The next morning betimes they came to the fort, where 
Smith having ufed the favages with what kindnefs he could, he fhewed Rawhunt, Pow- 
hatan’s trufty fervant, two demi-culverines and a millftone to carry Powhatan. ‘They 
found them fomewhat too heavy ; but when they did fee him difcharge them, being 
loaded with ftones, among the boughs of a great tree loaded with ificles, the ice and 
branches came fo tumbling down, that the poor favages ran away half dead with fear. 


' But at laft we regained fome conference with them, and gave them fuch toys, and 


« 


fent to Powhatan, his women, and children fuch prefents, as gave them in general full 
content. Now in James Town they were all in combultion, the ftrongeft preparing 
once more to run away with the pinnace, which, with the hazard of his life, with fakre, 
falcon, and mufket-fhot, Smith forced now the third time to ftay or fink. Some no 
better than they fhould be, had plotted with the prefident the next day to have put him 
to death by the Levitical law, for the lives of Robinfon and Emry, pretending the fault 
was his that had led them to their ends; but he quickly took fuch order with fuch 
lawyers, that he laid them by tue heels, till he fent fome of them prifoners for Eng- 
land. Now ever once in four or five days, Pocahontas, with her attendants, rought 
him fo much provifion that faved fo many of their lives, that elfe for all this had 
ftarved with hunger. S 


Thus from numb death our good God fent relief, 7 
The fwect affuager of all other gnef. 


His relation of the plenty he had feen, efpecially at Werawocomoco, and of the ftate, 
and bounty of Powhatan (which till that time was unknown) fo revived their dead 
{pirits (efpzcially the love of Pocahontas) as all men’s fear was abandoned. Thus you 
may fee what difficulties ftill croffed any good endeavour, and the good fuccefs of the 
bufinefs being thus brought to the very period of deftruction, yet- you-fee by what 
{trange means God hath itill delivered it. As for the infufficiency of them admitted 
in commiffion, that error could not be prevented by the eletors, there being no other 
choice, and all ftrangers to each other’s education, qualities, or difpofition : and if 
any deem it a fhame to our nation to have any mention made of thofe enormities, let 
them perufe the hiftories of the Spaniards’ difcoveries and plantations, where they may 
fee how many mutinies, diforders, and diffentions have accompanied them, and croffed 
their attempts ; which being known to be particular men’s offences, dcth take away 
the general-{corn and contempt which malice, prefumption, covetoulnefs, or igno- 
rance might produce, to the fcandal and reproach of thofe whofe actions and valiant 
refolutions deferve a more worthy refpect. 

Now whether it had been better for Captain Smith to have concluded with any of 
thofe feveral projects, to have abandoned the country, with fome ten or twelve of 
them, who were called the better fort, and have left Mr. Hunt, our preacher, Mr. An- 
thony Gofhoil, a moit honeft, worthy, and induftrious gentleman, Mr. Thomas 
Wotion, and fome twenty-feven others of his countrymen, to the fury of the favages, 
famine, and all manner of mifchiefs and inconveniencies (fer they were but forty in 
all to keep poffeflion of this large country), or ftarve himifelf with them for compeny, 
fo: want of lodging ; or but adventuring abroad to make them provificn, or by ins 


" oppofition to preferve che aétion, and fave all their lives, I heave to the cenfure of all 


honeft men to confider. But 
We 
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We men imagine in our jollity, 

That ’tis all one, or good or bad to be ; 

But then anon we alter this again, 

If happily we feet the fenfe of pain ; 

For then we’re turn’d into a mourning vein. 


Written by Tomas Stun.ey, the firft Cape merchant in Virginia, 
Rosert Fenton Epwarp Harrineton, and I. S, 


CHAP. IIl.~-The Arrival of the firft Supply, with their Proceedings, and the Ship's 


Return. 


ALL this time our care was not fo much to abandon the country, but the trea- 
furer and council in England were as diligent and careful to fupply us; two good 
fhips they fent us, with near a hundred men, well furnifhed with all things could be 
imagined neceffary, both for them and us ; the one commanded by Captain Newport, 
the other by Captain Francis Nelfon, an honeft man, and an expert mariner ; but 
fuch was the leewardnefs of his thip, (that though he was within the fight of Cape 
Henry) by ftormy contrary winds was he forced fo far to fea that the Weft Indies was 
the next land for the repair of his mafts, and relief of wood and water ; bus New. 
port got in, and arrived at James Town, not long after the redemption of Captain 
Smith, to whom the favages, as is faid, every other day repaired with fuch pro- 
vifions that fufficiently did ferve them from hand to mouth ; part always they brought 
him as prefents from their Kings or Pocahontas; the reft he, as their market clerk, 

- fet the price himfelf how they fhould fell: fo he had enchanted thefe poor fouls, being’ 
their p-ifoner ; and now Newport, whom he called his father, arriving, near as 
direétly as he foretold, they efteemed him as an oracle, and had them at that fub- 
miffion he might command them what he lifted. That God that created all things, 
they knew, he adored for his God ; they would alfo in their difcourfes term the God 
of Captain Smith. 

Thus the Almighty was the bringer on, 
The guide, path, term, all which was God alone. 


But the prefident and council fo much envied his eftimation among the favages, 
(though we all in general equally participated with him of the good thereof,) that 
they wrought it into the favages’ underftandings, (by their great bounty in giving 
four times more for their commodities than- Smith appointed,) that their greatnels 
and authority as much exceeded his, as their bounty and liberality. Now the arrival 
of this firft fupply fo overjoyed us, that we could not devife too much to pleafe the 
mariners. We gave them liberty to truck or trade at their pleafures ; but in a fhort 
time it followed, that could not be had for a pound of copper which before was fold 
us for an ounce: thus ambition and fufferance cut the throat of our trade, but 
confirmed their opinion of the greatnefs of Captain Newport, (wherewith Smith 
had pofleffed Powhatan,) efpecially by the great prefents Newport often fent him, 
before he could prepare the pinnace to go and vifit him ; fo that this great favage 
defired alfo tc fee him. A great coil there was to fet him forward. When he went, 
he was accompanied with Captain Smith, and Mr. Scrivener, a very wife under- 
ftanding gentleman, newly arrived, and admitted of the council, with thirty or forty 
choren men for their guard. Arriving at Werowocomoco, Newport’s conceit of this 
oreat favare hred many doubts and fitaiejane nf trearhartne wehieh Conteh cn cee 
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appear was needlefs, with twenty men well appointed, undertook to encounter the worlt 
that could happen : knowing 


All is but one and felf-fame hand, that thus 
Both one while fcourgeth, aud that helpeth: us. 





Nathaniell Powell, John Taver 
Robert Behethland, 


Michell Phittiplace, Gent. 
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Thefe, with nine others (whofe names I have fo on), cor 
amongft a many of creeks, over which they were to pals fuch p 
of a few cratches thruit in the ofe, and thrce or four poles laid on them, and at the 
end of them the iike, tied tegethe rks of trees, that ir made them much 
fulpeét thofe bridges were but tr: ch caufed Smith to make civers favages go 
over firft, keepihg fome of the chief as hoftage till half his men were paffed to make 
a guard for himfelf and the reft. But finding all things well, by two or three hundred 
favages they were kindly condu&ted to their town, where Powhatan {trained himfelf to 
the utmott of his greatnefs to entertain them, with great fhouts of -jov, orations o¢ pro- 
teftations, and with the moft plenty of victuals he could provide to feaft Them ; 
fitting upon his bed of mats, his pillow of leather embroidered, (after their rude mane 
ner, with pearl and white beads,> his atiire a fair robe of fkins, as large as dh Irith 
mantle, at his head and fect a handfome young woman, on each fide of his houfe fat 
twenty of his concubines, their heads and fhoulders painted red, with a great chain of 
white beads about cach of their necks. Before thofe fat his chicfeft men in like order 
in his arbour-like houfe, and more than forty platters of firz bread ftood as a guard in 
two files on each fide the door ; four or five hundred people made a guard behind 
them for our paflage; and proclamation was made, none upon pain of death to pre- 
fume to do us any wrong or difcourtefy. With many pretty difcourfes to renew their 
old acquaintance, this great king and our captain fpeat the time, till the ebb left our 
barge aground. ‘T’hen renewing their feafts with feats, dancing and finging, and fuch 
like mirth, we quartered that night with Powhatan. The next day Newport came 
afhore, and received as much content as thofe people could give him. A boy named 
Thomas Savage was then given unto Powhatan, whom Newport called his fon, for 
whom Powhatai gave him Namontack his truity fervant, and one of a threwd, fubtle 
capacity. ‘Lhree or four days more we fpent in feaiting, dancing, and tre ding, wherein 
Powhatan carried himfelf fo proudly, yet difereetly, (in his favage manner.) as made 
us all admire His natural gifts, confidering his education. -As fcorning to t as his 
fubjecis did, he befpake Newport in this manner 

Captain Newport, it is not agreeable to my: 
trade for trifles, and I efteem you alfo a great Werow 3 
your commodities together, what I like I will take, and in rees 
1 think fitting their value. Captain Smith being our inter 
as his father, knowing beft the difpofition of Powhatan, iéld us his ; 
to cheat us; yet Captain Newport thinking to out-brave this favage in oftentatioa of 
greatnels, and fo to bewitch him with his bounty, as to have what he ited; ir fo 
happened that Powhatan having his defire, valued his corn at fuch a rate, that I think 
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it better cheap in Spain, for we had not four bufhels for that we expected to have 
twenty hogfheads. This bred fome unkindnefs between our two captains ; New- 
port feeking to pleafe the unfatiable defire of the favage, Smith to caule the favage 
to pleafe him ; but fmothering his diftafte to avoid the favages’ fufpicion, glanced in 
the eyes of Powhatan many trifles, who fixed his humour upon a few blue beads. A 
long time he importunately defired them, but Smith feemed fo much the more to 
affect them, as being compofed of a molt rare fubftance of the colour of the fkies, 
and not to .be worn but by the greateft kings in the world. This made him half 
mad to be the owner of fuch ftrange jewels, fo that ere we departed, for a pound or 
two of blue beads, he brought over my king for two or three hundred bufhels of 
corn, yet parted good friends. The like entertainment we found of Opechankanough, 
King of Pamaunkee, whom alfo he in like manner fitted (at the like rates) with blue 
beads, which grew, by this means, of that eftimation, that none durft wear any of them 
but their great kings, their wives and children. And fo we returned all well to James 
Town, where this new fupply being lodged with the reft, accidently fired their quarters 
and fo the town, which being but thatched with reeds, the fire was fo fierce as it 
burnt their pallifados (though eight or ten yards diftant), with their arms, bedding, 
apparel, and much private provifion ; good Mr. Hunt, dur preacher, loft all his library 
and all he had but the cloaths on his back, yet none never heard him repine at his lofs. 
This happened in the winter in that extreme froft, 1607. Now though we had victuals 
fuffictent, I mean only of oatmeal, meal, and corn, yet the fhip ftaying fourteen weeks 
whenfhe might as well have been gone in fourteen days, {pent a great part of that, 
and near all the reft that was fent to be landed. When they departed what their dif- 
cretion could {pare us, to make a little poor meal or two, we called feafts, to relifh our 
mouths, af each fomewhat they left us, yet I muft confefs, thofe that had either money, 
{pare cloaths, credit to give bills of payment, gold rings, furs, or any fuch commodities, 
were ever welcome to this removing tavern, fuch was our patience to obey fuch vile 
commanders, and buy our own provifions at fifteen times the value, fuffering them 
featt (we bearing the charge) yet muft not repine, but faft, left we fhould incur the 
cenfure of fadtious and feditious perfons: and then leakage, fhip-rats, and other cafual- 
ties occafioned them lofs, but the veffels and remnants (for totals) we were glad to 
receive with all our hearts to make up the account, highly commending their Provi- 
dence for preferving that, left they fhould difcourage any more to come to us. Now 
for all this plenty our ordinary was but meal and water, fo that this great charge little 
relieved our wants, whereby with the extremity of the bitter cold froft and thofe 

defeéts, more than half of us dicd; I cannot deny but both Smith and Scrivener did - 
their beft to amend what was amifs, but with the prefident went the major part, that 
their horns were too fhort. But the worft was our gilded refiners with ther golden 
promifes made all men their flaves in hope of recompences; there was no talk, no 
hope, no work, but dig gold, wath gold, refine gold, load gold, fuch a bruit of gold, 
that cne mad fellow defired to be buried in the fands left they fhould by their art 
make gold of his bones: little need there was and lefs reafon the fhip fhould ftay, 
their wages run on, our victuals confume fourteen weeks, that the mariners might fay, 
they did help to build fuch a golden church that we can fay the rain wafhed near to 
nothing in fourteen days. Were it that Captain Smith would not applaud all thofe 
golden inventions, becaufe tney admitted him not to the fight of their trials nor golden 
confultations, 1 know not; but I have heard him often queftion with Captain Martin 

and tell him, except he could fhew him a more {ubftantial trial, he was not enamoured ~ 
with their dirty dkill, breathing out thefe and many other paflions, never any thing did 
Z more 
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more torment him, than to fee all neceflary bufinefs neglected, to fraught fuch a 
drunken fhip with fo much gilded dirt. Till then we never accounted Captain 
Newport a refiner, who being ready to fet fail for England, and we not having any 
ufe of parliaments, plays, petitions, admirals, recorders, interpreters, chronologers, 
courts of plea, nor juftices of peace, fent Mr. Wingfield and Captain Archer home with 
him, that had engroffed all thofe titles, to feck fome better place of employment. 


Oh curfed gold, thofe hunger-fiarved movers, 

'To what misfo ft thou all thofe lovers ; 
For all the Chin: nor Indies, can 

Suffice the mind of avariciots man. 












CHAP. IV. — The Arrival of ihe Phenix ; her Return ; and other Accidents. 


THE authority now confifting in Captain Martin, and the {till fickly prefident, the 
fale of the {tores’ commodities maintained his eflate, as an inheritable revenue. The 
fpring approaching, and the fhip departing, Mr. Scrivener and Captain Smith divided 
betwixt them the rebuilding James ‘own ; the repairing our pallifadoes ; the cutting 
down trees ; preparing our fierds ; planting our corn, and to rebuild our church, and 
recover our ftore-houfe. All men thus bufy at their feveral labours, Mr. Nelfon 
arrived with his loft Phoenix ; ‘loft (I fay) for that we all deemed him loft. Landing 
fafely all hismen, (fo well he had managed his ill hap,) caufing the Indian ifles ty feed 
his company, that his victuals, to that we had gotten, asis faid before, was near after 

‘our allowance fufficient for half a year. He had not any thing but he freely imparted 
it, which honeft dealing (being a mariner) caufed us to admire him: we wotld not 
have wifhed more than he did for us. Now to reload this fhip with fome good tidings, 
the prefident (not holding it ftood with the dignity of his place to leave the fort) gave 
orders to Captain Smith to difcover and fearch the commodities of the Monacans country 
beyond the falls, Sixty able men was allotted them, the which, within fix days, Smith 
had fo well trained to their arms and orders, that they hittle feared with whom they 
fhould encounter : yet fo unfeafonable was the time, and fo oppofite was Captain Martin 
to any thing, but only to freight his fhip alfo with this phantaftical gold, as Captain 
Smith rather defired to reload her with cedar, (which was a prefent difpatch) than 
either with dirt, or the hopes and reports of an uncertain difcovery, which he would 
perform when they had lefs charge and more leifure. But, 


The God of Heaven, he eafily can 
Immortalife a mortal man, 

With glory and with fhame : 
The fame God ¢’en as eafily may, 
AfMiG a mortal man, I fay, 

With forrow and with fhame. 


Whilft the conclufion was a refolving, this happened. 

Powhatan (to exprefs his love to Newport) when he departed, prefented him with 
twenty turkies, conditionally to return him twenty fwords, which immediately was fent 
him ; now after his departure he prefented Captain Smith with the lke luggage, but nct 

_ finding his humour obeyed in not fending fuch weapons as he defired, he caufed his 
people with twenty devices to obtain them. At laft by ambufcades at our very ports. 
they would take them perforce, furprife us at work, or any way; which was {fo long 
permitted, they became fo infolent there was no rule ; the command from England was 

12 fo 


66 SMITH’S VIRGINIA. 


fo ftrait not to offend them, as our authority-bearers (keeping their houfes) would 
rather be any thing than peace-breakers. This charitable humour prevailed, till well 
it chanced they meddled with Captain Smith, who without farther deliberation gave 
them fuch an encounter, as fome he fo hunted up and down the ifle, fome he fo terrified 
with whipping, beating, andimprifonment, as for revenge they furprized two of our 
foraging diforderly foldiers, and having aflembled their forces, boldly threatened at our 
ports to force Smith to re-deliver feven favages, which for their villanics he detained 
prifoners, or we were allbut dead men. But to try their fury, he fallied out amongft 
them, and in lefs than an hour, he fo hampered their infolence, they brought them his 
two men, defiring peace without any further compofition for their prifoners. Thofe he 
examined, and caufed them all to believe, by feveral vollies of thet, one of their compa- 
nions was fhot to death becaufe they would net confels the intents and plotters of thofe 
villainics. And thus they allagreed in ene point, they were directed only by Powhatan 
to obtain him our weapons, to cut our own throats, with the manner where, how, 
and when, which we plainly found moft true and apparent: yet he fent his meffengers, 
and his deareft daughter Pocahontas with prefents to excufe him of the injuries done 
by fome rafh untoward captains his fubjects, defiring their liberties for this time, with 
the affurance of his love for ever. After Smith had’ given the prifoners what correc- 
tion he thought ft, ufed them wella day or two after, and then delivered thent Poca- 
hontas, for whofe fake only he fained to have faved their lives, and gave them liberty, 
‘Lhe patient council, that nothing would move to war with the favages, would gladly 
have *rangledl with Captain Smith for his cruelty, yet none was flain to any man’s 
knowledge, but it brought them in fuch fear and obedience as his very name would 
fufficiently affright them ; where before we had fometime peace and war twice ina 
day, and very feldom a week, but we had fome treacherous villainy or other. 

‘The freight of this fhip being concluded to be cedar, by the diligence of the mafter, 
and Captain Smith, fhe was quickly reloaded : Mr. Scrivener was neither idle nor flow 
to follow all things at the fort ; the fhip being ready to fet fail, Captain Martin being 
always very fickly. and unferviceable, and defirous to enjoy the credit of his fuppofed 
art of finding the golden mine, was moft willingly admitted to return for England ; 


for 
He hath not fill’d his lap, 
‘That itil doth hold it ope. 


From the writings of Tuomas SruDLey, and Anas TopkKIL, 


Their names that were landed in this fupply. 


Mathew Scrivener, appointed to be one of the council. 


Michael Phittiplace 7) Robert Cutler 7} 
William Phittiplace ] Michael Sicklemore | 
Ralph Morton William Bentley | 
Richard Wyfiing ‘Thomas Coe 
John Taverner Doctor Ruffel | : 
William Cantrell Jeffrey Abbot neg 
Robert Barnes See Edward Gurgana ents 
Richard Fetherftone Richard Worley 
George Hill ‘Timothy Leeds 
Geerge Pretty _ Richard Killingbeck | 
Nathaniel Caufy ' Wiiliam Spence H 

J Richard Prodger J 


Peter Pory 
~ 7 Richard 
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Richard Pots 
Richard Mullinax 

William Bayley 

Francis Perkins 4 

John Harper Gent. 
George Foreft | 

John Nichols 

William Grivell 


Raymond Goodifon ] 
William Simons 

John Spearman 

Richard Briftow 

William Perce 

James Watkins 

John Bouth 

Chriftopher Rods 
Richard Burket . 
Janes Burre 
Nicholas Ven 
Francis Perkins 
Richard Gradon 
Rawland Nelftrop 
Richard Savage 
‘Thomas Savage 
Richard Milmer 
William May 
Vere 

Michaell 

Bithop Wiles J 


Labourers. 


Thomas Hope 7 
William Ward | 
John Powell a 
William Yong p Taylors. 
William Beckwith | 
Lawrence Towtales J 
Thomas Field 
John Harford 
Danicl Stallings, jeweller, 
William Dawfon, a refiner, 
Abram Ranfack, a refiner, 
Wm. Johnfon, a goldfmith, 
Peter Keffer, a gunfinith, ' 
Robert Alberton, a perfumer, 
Richard Belfield, a goldfmith, 
Poft Ginnat, a chirurgeon, 
John Lewes, a cooper, 
R. Cotton, tobacco-pipe-maker, 
Richard Dole, a blackfmith. 


Apothecaries. 


And divers others to the number 
of one hundred and twenty. 


CHAP, V.— The Accidents that happened in the Difcovery of the Bay of Chefapeak. 


‘THE prodigality of the prefident’s ftate went fo deep into our fmall ftore, that 
Smith and Scrivener tied him and his parafites to the rules of proportion: but now 
Smith being to depart, the prefident’s authority fo overfwayed the difcretion of Mr. 
Scrivener, that our ftore, our time, our ftrength and labours were idly confumed 
to fulfil his fantafies. ‘The fecond of June 1608, Smith left the fort to perform his 


difcovery with this company : 


Walter Ruffell, doctor of phyfic. 
Ralfe Murton 
Thomas Memford 


m Cantril 





rd Fetherfton [ 
James Burne H 
Michell Sicklemore J 


Jonas Profit 

Anas Todkill 

Robert Small 

James Watkins ~ Soldiers, 
John Powell 

James Read 

Richard Keale Jj 
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Thefe being in an open barge near three tons burthen, leaving the Pheenix at Cape 
Henry, they croffed the bay to the eaftern fhore, and fell with the ifles called Smith’s 
Tfles, after our captain’s name. The firft people we faw weretwo grim and ftout fa- 
vages upon Cape Charles, with long poles like_lavelings, headed with bone ; they boldly 
demanded what we were, and what we would; but after many circumftances they 
feemed very kind, and direéted us to Accomack, the habitation of their werowance, 
where we were kindly intreated. ‘This king was the comelieft, proper, civil favage we 
encountered. His country is a pleafant fertile clay foil, fome fmall creeks ; good har- 
bours for fimall barks, but not for fhips. He told us of a ftrange accident lately hap- 
pened to him, and it was, two children-being dead, fome extreme paftions, or dreaming 
vifions, phantafies, or affection, moved their parents again to revifit their dead carcafes, 
whofe benumbed bodies reflected to the eyes of the beholders fuch delightful counte- 
nances, as though they had regained their vital fpirits. ‘This, as a miracle, drew many 
to behold them, all which being a great part of his people, not long after died, and but 
few efcaped. ‘They {pake the language of Powhatan, wherein they made fuch defcrip- 
tions of the bay ifles, and rivers, that often did us exceeding pleafure. Pafling along 
the coaft, fearching every inlet and bay, fit for harbours and habitations, Seeing many 

“ifles in the midft ofthe bay, we bore up for them; Bueere we could obtain them, fuch 
an extreme gutt of wind, rain, thunder, and lightening happened, that with ‘great dan- 
ger, we efcaped the unmerciful raging of that ocean-like water. ‘The higheft land on 
the main, yet it was but low, we called Keale’s Hill, and thofe uninhabited ifles, Ruffels 
Iles. he next day, fearching them for frefh water, we could find none, the defect 

_ whereof forced us to follow the next eaftern channel, which brought us to the river 
_ of Wighcocomoco. ‘Lhe people, at firft, with great fury feemed to affault us, yet at 
laft, with fongs and dances and much mirth, became very tractable ; but fearching 

~ their habitations for water, we could fill but three barricoes, and that fuch puddle, 
that never till then we ever knew the want of good water: we digged and fearched 
in many places, but before two days were expired, we would have refufed two barricoes 
of gold for one of that puadle water of Wighcocomoco. Being pait thefe ifles, which 

. are many in number, but all nought for habitation, falling with a high land upon the 
main, we found a great pond of frefh water, but fo exceeding hot, we fuppofed it fome 
bath ; that place we called Point Ployer, in honour of that moft honourable houfe of 
Moufay, in Britain, that in an extreme extremity once relieved our captain. From 
Wighcomoco to this place, all the coaft is low broken ifles of Morap, growing a mile 
or two in breadth, and ten or twelve in length, good to cut for hay in fummer, and to 

- catch fith and fowl in winter ; but the land beyond them is all covered over with wood, 
as is the reft of the country. 

Being thus refrefhed in crofling over from the main to other ifles, we difcovered the 
sind and waters fo much increafed with thunder, lightning, and rain, that our maft 
and fail blew overboard, and fuch mighty waves overracked us in that finall barge, 
that with great labour we kept her from finking, by freeing out the water. ‘lwo 
days we were forced to inhabit thefe uninhabited ifles, which for the extremity of guts, 
thunder, rain, {torms, and ill weather, we called Limbo. Repairing our fail with our 
fhirts, we fet fail for the main, and fell with a pretty convenient river on the eaft called 
Cufkarawack ; the people ran, as amazed, in troops from place to place, and divers 
got into the tops of trees; they were not {paring of their arrows, nor the greateft paf- 
fion they could exprefs of their anger. Long they fhot, we {till riding at anchor, 
without their reach, making all the figns of friendfhip we could. The next day, they 


mame.nnarmed with every one 4 hafket. dancine in 2 rine. to draw uson fhore-> hut 
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feeing there was nothing in them but villainy, we difcharged a volley of mutkets, charged 

with piftol fhot, whereat they all lay tumbling on the ground, creeping fome one way, 
fome another, into a great clufter of reeds hard by,. where their companies lay in am- 
bufcado. ‘Towards the evening, we weighed, and approaching the fhore, difcharged 
five or fix fhot among the reeds ; we landed where there lay a many of bafkets, and 
much blood, but faw not a favage. A fmoke appearing on the other fide the river, 
we rowed thither, where we found two or three little houfes, in each a fire; there we 
left fome pieces of copper, beads, bells, and looking-glaffes, and then went into the 
bay, but when it was dark, we came back again. Early in the morning, four favages 
came tous in their canoe, whom we ufed with. fuch courtely, not knowing what we 
were, nor had done, having been in the bay a fifhing, bade us flay, and ere long they 
would return, which they did, and fome twenty more with them; with whom, after a 
little conference, two or three thoufand men, women, and children came cluftering 
about us, every one prefenting us with fomething, which a little bead would fo well re- 
quite, that we became fuch friends, they would contend who fhould fetch us water, 
ftay with us for hoftage, conduét our men any whither, and give us the beft content. 
Here doth inhabit the people of Sarapinagh, Naufe, Arfeek, and Nantaquak, the beft 
merchants of all other favages.. “They much extolled a great nation called Maflawo- 
mekes, in fearch of whom we returned by Limbo; this river but only at the entrance 
is very narrow, and the people of fmall ftature as them of Wightcocomoco ; the land 
but low, yet it may prove very commodious, becaufe it is but a ridge of land betwixt’ 
the bay and the main ocean. Finding this eaftern fhore fhallow broken ifles, aiid for 
moft part without frefh water, we pafled by the ftraits of Limbo for the weftern fhore ; 
fo broad is the bay here, we could fcarce perceive the great high cliffs on the other 
fide ; by them we anchored that night, and called them Rickard’s Clifts ; thirty leagues 
we failed more northwards, not finding any inhabitants, leaving all the eaftern fhore 
jow iflands, but overgrown with wood, as all the coaft beyond them fo far as we could 
fee ; the weftern fhore, by which we failed, we found all along well watered, but very 
mountainous and barren ; the vallies very fertile, but extvemely thick of fmall wood, 
as well as trees, and much frequented with wolves, bears, deer, and other wild beafts, 
We paffed many fhallow creeks, but the firft we found navigable for a fhip we called 
Bolus, for that the clay in many places under the cliffs, by the high-water mark, did 
grow up in red and white knots, as gum out of trees, and in fome places fo participated 
together as though they were all of one nature, excepting the colour; the reft of the 
earth on both fides being hard fandy gravel, which made us think it Bule-Armoniack 
and Terra-figillata. When we firft fet fail, fome of our gallants doubted nothing but 
that our captain would make too much hafte home; but having lain in this fmall barge 
not above twelve or fourteen days, often tired at the oars, our bread ‘fpeiled 
with wet, fo much that it was rotten, (yet fo good were their ftomachs, that they could 
digeft it,) they did with continual complaints fo importune him now to return, as caufed 
him befpeak them im this manner : 

« Gentlemen, if you would remembcrthe memorable hiftory of Sir Ralph Layng, how 
his company importuned him to proceed in the difeovery of Moratico, alledging they 
had yet a dog, that being boiled with faffatyas leaves, would yichly feed them in their 
return; then what a fhame would it be for you (that have been“fo fulpicious of my 

. tendernefs) to force my return, with fo much provifion as we have, and {carce able to 


fay where we have been, nor yet heard of that we were fent to feck ? You cannot iay 
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for your fears that I will lofe myfelf in thefe unknown waters, or be fwallowed up in 
fome ftormy guft ; abandon thele childith fears, for worfe than is palt is not likely to 
happen ; and there is as much danger.to return as to proceed. Regain therefore 
your old {pirits, for return I will not (Gf God pleafe) till I have feen the Maflawomeks, 
found Patawomek, or the head of this water, you-conceit to be endlefs.”” Two or three 
days we expected wind and weather, whofe adverfe extremities added fuch difcourage- 
ment, that three or four fell fick, whofe pitiful complaints caufed us to return, leaving 
the bay fome nine miles broad, at nine and ten fathom water. 

The 16tk of June we fell with the river Patowomck : fear being gone, and our men 
recovered, we were all content to tak2 fome pains, to know the name of that feven 
mile broad river: for thirty miles fail we could fee no inhabitants: then we were con. 
ducted by two favages up a little bayed creek, towards Onawmanient, where all the 
woods were laid with ainbufcados to the number of three or four thoufand favages, 
fo itrangely painted, grimmed and difguifed, fhouting, yelling and crying as fo many 
fpivits trom hell could not have fhewed more terrible. Many byavadces they made, 
but to appeafe their fury, our captain prepared with as feeming willingnefs as they 
toencounter them. But the grazing of our bullets upon the water (many being fhot 
on purpofe they might fee them) with the echo ofthe woods fo amazed them, as 
down went their bows and arrows; and exchanging hoftage James WatKins was 
fent fix miles up the woods to their King’s habitation. *We were kindly ufed of thofe 
favages, of whom we underftood, they were commanded to betray us, by the direétion 
of. Powhatan, and he fo direéted from the difcontents at James Town, becaufe our 
captain did caufe them ftay in their country againft their wills. 

‘The like encounters we found at Patowomek Cecocawonee and divers others places ; 
but at Moyaones, Nacotchtant and Toags the people did their beft to content us, 
Having gone, fo high as we could with the boat, we met divers favages in canoes, 
well loaden with the Beth of bears, deer and other beafts, whereof we had part: here we 
found mighty rocks, growing in fome places above the ground as high as fhrubby trees, 
and divers other folid quarr.es of divers tinétures: and divers places where the waters 
had fallenfsom the high mountains they had left a tinctured {pagled fkurf, that made 
many bare places feen ided. Digging the ground above in the higheft clifts of 
rocks, we faw it wasa cl i fo mingled with yellow fpangles as if it had been half pin- 
duit, In our return, inquiriug fill for th Matchqueon, the king of Patawomcke pave 
us guides to conduét’ us up a litle river called Quiyeugh, up which we rowed as high 
aswe could. Leaving the boat, with fix thot, and divers favages, he marched feven or 
eight miles before they came to the mine: leadifg his hoftages in a fmall chain they 
were to have for their pains, being proud fo richly tobe adorned. ‘fhe mine isa great 
rocky mountain Hke A mony 3 wherein they digged a great hole with fhells and 
hatchets: and hard by it, runneth a fair brook of chriltal-like water, where they wafh 
away the drofs and keep the remainder, which ihey put in little bags and fell it all over 
the country to paint their bodies, faces, or idols ; which makes them Inok like black. 
moors duited over with filver. With fo much as we could carry we returned to our 
boat, ‘kindly reqniting this kind King and all his kind people. The caufe of this dif. 
covery was to fearch this mine, of which Newport did affure us thdt those fmall bags 
(we had given him; in Ea i he had tried to hold half filver ; but all we got proved 
of no valuc: alfo to fearch what furs, the beft whereof is at Cufcarawacke, where is 
made fo much rawranoke or white beads that occafion as much diflention among the. 
favages, as gold and filver amoagf Chriftians ; and what other miucrals, rivers, rocks 
nations, woods, filhings, fruits, victuals, and what other commodities the land efolet: 
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- and whether the bay was endlefs or how far it extended: of mines we were all igno- 

- vent, ‘but a few beavers, otters, bears, martins and minks we found, and in divers places 
that abundance of fith, lying fo thick with tlteir heads above the water, as for want of 
nets (our barge driving amongft them) weattempted to catch them with a frying-pan : 
but we found it a bad inftrument to catch fith with: neither better fifh, more plenty, 
nor more variety for {mall fith, had any of us ever feen in any place fo fwimming in 
the water, but they are not to be caught with frying-pans: fome {mall cod alfo we did. 
fee fwim clofe by the fhore by Smith’s Ifles, and fome as high as Riccards Clifts. And 
fome we have found dead upon the fhore. ¥ 

To exprefs all our quarrels, treacheries ¢hd encounters amongtt ‘thofe favages I 
fhould be too tedious: but in brief, at all times we fo encountred them, and curbed 
their infolencies, that they concluded with prefents to purchafe peace, yet we loft nota 
man: at our firft meeting, our captain ever obferved this order to demand their bows 
and arrows, fwords, mantles and furs, with fome child or two for hoftage, whereby we 
could quickly perceive, when they intended any villainly. Having finifhed this dif- 
covery (though our victuals was near fpent) he intended to fee his imprifoned-acquain- 
tances upon the river of Rapahanok, by many called ‘Yoppahanock, but our boat by 
reafon of the ebb, chancing to%round upon many fhoals lying in the entrances, we 
fpied many fifhes lurking in the reeds: our captain {porting himfelf by nailing them to 
the ground with his fword, fet us all a fithing in that manner: thus we took more in 
one hour than we could eat in a day. But it chanced our captain taking a fith frgm his 
fword (not knowing her condition) being much of the fathion of a thornback, butea long 
tail like a riding rod, whereon the middeft isa moft poifoned fting, of two or three 
inches long, bearded like a faw on each fide, which fhe ftruck into the wreft.of. his arm- 
near an-inch and a half; no blood nor wound was fcen, but a little blue f{pot, but the 
torment was inftantly fo extreme, that in four hours had fo {wollen his hand, arm and 
fhoulder, we all with much forrow-conciuded his funeral, and prepared his grave in an 
ifland by, as himfelf dire€ted : yet it pleafed God, by a precious oil Dodtor Ruffel at,the 
firft applied to it when he founded it’ with probe, ere night, his tormenting pains was 
fo well affuaged that he eat of the fifh to his fupper, which gave no lefs joy and content 
to us than eafe himfelf, for which we called the ifland Stingray Ifle, after the name of 
the fith. 

Having neither furgeon, nor furgery, but that prefervative oil, we prefently fet fail for 
James Town, paffing the mouths of the rivers of Payankatank, and Pamaunkee: the 
next day we fafely arrived at Kecougtan. ‘The fimple favages feeing our captain hurt, 
and another bloody by breaking his fhin, our numbers of bows, arrows, {words, 
mantles, and furs, would needs imagine we had been at war; the truth of théfe accidents 
would not fatisfy them, but impatiently importuned us to know with whom. Finding 
their aptnefs to believe we failed not (asa gréat fecret} to tell them any thing that 
might affright them, what fpoil we had got and made of the Maflawomeks. This 
rumour went fafter up the river then our barge, that arrived at Warafkoyack*the 2oth 
of July ; where trimming her with painted ftreamers, and fuch devices as we could, 
we made tHem at James Town jealous of a Spanith frigate, where we all, God be thanked, 
fafely arrived the 21ft of July. There we found the laft fupply were all fick, the reft 
fome lame, fome bruifed ; all unable to do any thing but complain of the pride and 
unreafonable needlefs cruelty of the filly prefident, thac had riotoufly confumed the 
ftore: and to fulfil his follies about building him an unneceffary building for” his 
pleafure in the woods, had brought them alt to that mifery ; that had we not arrived, 
they had as ftrangely tormented him with revenge: but the good news of our dif- 

VOL. XIU.” . K covery, - 


C3 * $MITH’S: VERGINIA. 


covery,-and the good hope we had by the favage’s relation, that our bay had ftretclied' 
itt the South Sea, or fomewhat near it, appeafed their fury ; but conditionally that- 
Ratliffe thould be depofed, and that Captain Smith would take upon him the govern- 
ment, as by courfe it did belong. ‘Their requeft being effected, he fubftituted Mr. 
Scrivener, his dear friend, in the prefidency, equally diftributing{thofe private provifions 
the other had ingrofled, appointing more honeft officers to aflift Mr. Scrivener (who 
then lay exceeding fick of a callenture); and in regard of the weaknefs of the company, 
and heat of the year, they being unable to work, he left them to live at eafe, to recover 
their health, but embarked himfelf to finith his difcovery. 
: Written. by Walter Ruflell, Anas Todkill, ind Thomas Momford.. 


CHAP. VI.— The Government furrendered to Mr. Scrivener. —What happened the 
Second Voyage in difcovering the Bay. 


THE 24th of July, Captain Smith fet forward to finifh the difcovery with twelve 
men: their names were De 


Nathanie} Powell 7 Jamee Profit } 
Thomas Momford i Anas Todkill | Ce 
Richard Fetherfton Edward Pifing . 

- Michael Sicklemore pe Richard Keale ea ras 
James Bourne ‘ James Watkins t 
Anthony Bagnall, chirurg. J William Ward s) 


The wind being contrary, caufed our ftay two or three days at Kecoughtan : the- 
King feafted us with much mirth ; his people were perfuaded we went purpofely to be 
revenged of the Maflawomeks. In the evening we fired a few rockets, which flying in 
the air fo terrified the poor favages, they fuppofed nothing impoffible we attempted, 
and defired to affift us. ‘The firft night we anchored at Stingray Ile, The next day 
eroffed Patawomeks River, and haftened to the river Bolus. We went not much further 
before we might fee the bay to divide jn two heads, and arriving there we found it 
divided in four, all which we fearched fo far as we could fait them. Two of them we 
found inhabited, but in croffing the bay we encountered feven or eight canoes full of 
Maflawomeks ; we feeing them prepare to affault us, left our oars and made way with. 
our fail to encounter them, yet were we but five with our captain that could ftand ; for 
within two days after we left Kecoughtan, the reft (being all of the laft fupply} were 
fick almoft to death, until they were feafoned to the country. Having fhut them 
under our tarpauling, we put their hats upon fticks by the barge fide, and betwixt two 
hats a man with two pieces, to make us feem many; and fo we think the Indians 
fuppofed thofe hats to be men, for they fled with all poflible fpeed'to the fhore, and 
there ftayed, ftaring at the failing of our barge till we anchored right againft them. 
Long it was ere we could draw them to come unto us: at laft they fent two of their 
company unarmed in a canoe, the reft all followed to fecond them if need required. 
Thele two being but each prefented with a bell, brought aboard all their fellows, pre- 
fenting our captain with venifon, bears’ ficth, fifth, bows, arrows, clubs, targets, and. 
bears’ fkins. ‘We underftood them nothing at all but by figns, whereby they fignified. 
urto us they had been at wars with the Tockwoghes, the which they confirmed by 
fhewing us their green wounds ; but the night parting us, we imagined they appointed: 
the next morning to fheet, but after that we never faw them.. 

lo : Entering 
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Enttéfing the river of Tockwogh, the favages “all.armed -in-a ‘flees of boats, after. 
their barbarous manner, round invironed us, fo it chanced one of ¢hem could {peak . 
the language of Powhatan, who perfuaded the reft toa friendly parley. But when 
they faw us furnifhed with the Maflawomeks weapons, and we faining the invention 
of Kecoughtan, to have taken them perforce ; they conduéted us to their pallifadoed 
town, mantled with the barks of trees, with fcaffolds like mounts, breafted about with 
breafts very formally. Their men, women, and children with dances, fongs, fruits, 
furs, and what they had kindly welcomed us, fpreading mats for us to fit on, {tretch- 
ing their beft abilities to exprefs their loves. 4 

Many ‘hatchets, knives, pieces of iron and brafs, we faw amongft them, which 
they reported to have from the Safquefahanocks; a mighty people and mortal enemies 

*with the Maffawomeks. The Safquefahanocks inhabit upon the chief {pring of thefe 
four branches of the bay’s head,- two days journey higher than our barge could pafs 
for-rocks, yet we prevailed with the interpreter to take with him another interpreter, to 
perfuade the Safquefahanocks to come vifit us, for their language are different. Three 
or four days we expeéted their return, then fixty of thofe giant-like people came down, 
with prefents of venifon, tobacco-pipes three foot in length, bafkets, targets, bows and 
arrows. Five of their chief Werowances came boldly aboard us to crofs the bay for 
‘Tockwhogh, leaving their men and canoes, the wind being fo high they durft not 

fs. . 
Out order was daily to have prayer, with a pfalm, at which folemnity the_ poor 
favages much wondered ; our prayers being done, awhile they were bufied with « con- 
fultation till they had contrived their bufinefs, then they began in a moft paffionate 
manner to hold up their hands to the fun with a moft fearful fong, then embracing 
our captains they begun to adore him in like manner; though we rebuked them, yet 
they proceeded till their fong was finifhed, which done, with a moft ftrange furious 
aétion, and a hellifh voice, began an oration of their loves; that ended, with a great 
painted bear’s fkin they covered him, then one ready with a great chain of white 
beads, weighing at Jeaft fix or feven pounds, hung it about his neck, the others had 
eighteen mantles, made of divers forts of fkins fewed together, all thefe with many 
other toys they ‘aid at his feet, {troking their ceremonious hands about his neck for 
his creation to be their governor and proteGor, promifing their aids, vi€tuals, or what 
they had to be his if he would ftay with them to defend and revenge them of the 
Maffawomeks. But we left them at Tockwhogh, forrowing for our departure, yet 
we promifed the next year again to vifit them. Many defcriptions and difcourfes they 
made us of Atquanachuck, Maflawomek; and other people, fignifying they inhabit 
upon a great water beyond the mountains, which we underftood to be fome great lake, 
or the river of Canada, and from the French to have their hatchets and commodities 
by trade. Thefe know no more of the territories of Powhatan then his name, and he 
as little of them, but the Atquanachuks are on the ocean fea. 

The higheft mountain we faw northward we called Peregrine’s Mount, and a rocky 
river, where the Maffawomeks went up, Willowbyes River, in honour of the town 
our captaia was born in, and that honourable houfe the Lord Willoughby, his moft 
honoured good friend. The Safquefahanocks River we called €mith’s Falls; the 
next point to Tockwhogh, Pifing’s Point; the next it Point Bourne. Poweli’s Ifles 
and Smal’s Point is by the river Bolus, and the little bay at the head Profit’s Poole ; 
Watkin’s, Read’s, and Momford’s Points are on each fide Limbo; Ward, Cantre'l, 
and Sicklemore, betwixt Patawomek and Pamaunkee, after the names of the dif 


coverers. In all thofe places and the furtheft we came up the rivers; we cut in trees 
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fo many crofles as we would, and in many places made holes in trees, wherein we writ 

notes, and in fome places croffes of brals, to fignify to any, Englifhmen had been 

there. iene : : 

Thus having fought all the inlets and rivers worth noting, we returned to difcover 
the river of Pawtuxunt; thefe people we found very tractable, and more civil than any: 
we promifed them, as alfo the Patawomeks, to revenge them of the Maffawomeks, but 
our purpofes were croffed. : 

In the difcovery of this river fome call Rapahanock, we were kindly entertained by 
the people of Moraughtacund ; here we encountered our old friend Mofco, a lufty 
favage of Wighcocomoco, upon the river Patawomck : we fuppofed him fome French- 
man’s fon, becaufe he had a thick black buth beard, and the favages feldom have any 
at all, of which he was not a little proud to fee fo many of his countrymen. Wood’ 
and water he would fetch us, guide us any whither, nay, caufe divers of his country- 
men help us tow againft wind or tide from place to place till we came to Patawomek ; 
there he refted till we returned from the head of the river, and occafioned our con- 
dué to the mine we fuppofed antimony ; and in the place he failed not to do us all the 

_ good he could, perfuading us in any cafe not to go to the Rapahanocks, for they would 
kill us for being friends with the Moraughtacunds, that but lately had ftolen thrée of 
the King’s women. ‘This we did think was but that his friends might only have our 
trade, fo we croffed the river to the Rapahanocks. There fome twelve or fixteen ftand- 
ing o~ the fhore, direéted us a little creek, where was good landing, and commodities 
for us in three or four canoes we faw lie there ; but according to our cuftom, we de- 
manded to exchange a man in fign of love, which after they had a little confulted, 
four or five came up to the middle to fetch our man, and leave us one of them, fhew- 
ing we need not fear them, for they had neither clubs, bows, nor arrows. Notwith. 
ftanding, ‘Anas Fodkill, being fent on fhore to fee if he could difcover any ambul- 
eadoes, or what they had defired to go over the plain to fetch fome wood, but they. 
were unwilling, except we would come into the creck, where the boat might come 
clofe afhore. Tcdkill by degrees having got fome two ftones-throws up the plain, 
perceived two or three hundred men (as he thought) behind the trees, fo that offering 
to return to the boat, the favages eflayed to carry him away per.force, that he called to 
us we were betrayed, and by that he had fpoke the word, our hoitage was overboard, 
but Watkins his keeper, flew him in the water. Immediately’ we let fly amongit 
them, fo that they fled, and Todkill efcaped, yet they fhot fo faft that he fell flat on 
the ground ere he could recover the boat. Here the Maflawomek targets ftood us in. 
good ftead, for upon Mofco’s words, we had fet them about the forepart of our boat 
like a foreca{tle, from whence we fecurely beat the favages from off the plain without 
any hurt, yet they fhot more than a thoufand arrows, and then fled into the woods. 
Arming ourfelves with thefe light targets (which are made of little {mall flicks woven 
betwixt ftrings of their hemp and filk grafs, as is our cloth, but fo firmly that no. 
arrow can poffibly pierce them): "we refcued Todkill, who was all bloody by fome of 
them who were fhot by us that held him, but as God pleafed, he had no hurt; and 
following them up to the woods we found fome flain, and in divers places mvch blood.. 
jt feems all their rrrows were fpent, for we heard no more of them; their canoes we 
took, the arrows we found we broke, fave them we kept for Mofco, to whom we 
gave the canoes for his kinduefs, that entertained us in the beft triumphing manner, and. 
warlike order in arms of conquelt he could procure of the Moraughtacunds. : 

‘The reft of the day we {pent in accommodating our boat, initead of thoules we  - 
made {ticks like bed-flaves, to which we faftened fo many of our Maflawomek targets,, 

; that 


SMITH’s. -Wingtittay 6% 


that® environed her as wafte cloaths. The next morning we went-up the river, and 
outfriend Mofco followed us along the fhore, and at laft defired to go'with us in our 
boat. But as we paffed by Pifacack, Matchopeak, and Mecuppom, three towns 

fituated upon high white clay clifts, the other fide all a low plain marth, and the river, 

«there but narrow, thirty or forty of the Rapahanocks had fo accommodated them- 
felves with branches, as we took them for little bufhes growing among the fedge, {till 
feeing their arrows ftrike the targets, and dropped in the river, whereat Molco fell 

flat in the boat on his face, crying the Rapahanocks, which prefently we efpied to be 

the bufhes, which at our firft volley fell down in the fedge, when we were near half a 
mile from them, they fhewed themfelves dancing and’ finging very merrily. 

The Kings of Piffaflack, Nardtaughtacund, and Cuttatawomen, ufed us kindly, and 
all their people negleéted not any thing to Mofco to bring us to them. Betwixt Seco- 
beck and Maffawteck is a {mall ifle or two, which caufeth the river to be broader than 
ordinary ; there it pleafed God to take one of our company, called Mr. Fetherftone, 
that all the time he had been in this country had behaved himfelf honeltly, valiantly, 
and induftrioufly, where, in a little bay we called Fetherftone’s Bay, we buried him 
with a volley of fhot : the reft, notwithftanding their ill diet and bad lodging, crowded 
in fo fmall a barge, in fo many dangers never refting, but always toffed to and again, 
had all well recovered their healths. The next day we failed fo high as our boat 
would float, there fetting up crofles, and engraving our names in the trees, Our 
centinel faw an arrow fall by him, though we had ranged up and down more then an 
hour in digging in the earth, looking of ftones, herbs, and fprings, not feeing wlrere a. 
favage could well hide himfelf. 

Upon the alarum by that we had recovered our arms, there was about an hundred’ 
nimble Indians tkipping from tree to tree, letting fly their arrows fo faft as they could: 
the trees here ferved us for barricadoes as wellas they. But Mofco did us more fervice 
than we expected, for having thot away hig quiver of arrows, he ran to the boat for 
more. ‘The arrows®f Mofco at the firft mad¢ them paufe upon the matter, thinking 
by his bruit and fkipping there were many favages. About half an hour this con- 
tinued, then they all vanifhed as fuddenly as they approached. Mofco followed them, 
fo far as he could fee us till they were out of fight. As we returned there lay a favage 
as dead, fhot in the knee, but taking him up we found he had life, which Mofco-feeing, 
never was dog more furious againft a bear than Mofco was to-have beat out his brains, 
fo we had him to our boat, where our. chirurgeon who went with us to cure our 
captain’s hurt of the flingray, fo dreffed this favage that within an hour after he 
looked fomewhat cheerfully, and did eat and fpeak. In the meantime we contented 
Mofco in helping him to gather up their arrows, which were an arm full, whereof he 
gloried not a little. Then we defired Mofco to know what he was and what countries 
were beyond the mountains: the poor favage mildly anfwered, he and all with him 
were of Hafinninga, where there are three kings more like unto them, namely, the 
King of Stegora, the King of ‘l'auxuntania, and the King of Shakahonéa, that were 
come to Mohafkahod, which is only a hunting town, and the bounds betwixt the king- 
dom of te Mannahocks and the Nandtaughtacunds, but hard by where we were. 
We demanded why, they came in that manner to betray us that came to them in peace 
and to feek their loves; he anfwered, they heard we were a people come from under 
the world to take their world from them. We afked him how many worlds he did 
know ; he replied, he knew no more but that which was under the fky that covercd. 
him, which were the Powhatans, with the Monacnas, and the Maflawomeks, that were 
higher up in the mountains. ‘Then we afked him what was beyond the mountains, he 

anfwered, 
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anfwered, the fun: but of any thing elfe he knew nothing, becaufe the woods were not 
burht. Thefe and many fuch queftions we demanded concerning the Maffawomeks, 
the Monacans, their own country, and where were the Kings of Stegora, Tauxfintania, 
and the reft. The Monacans, he faid, were their neighbours and friends, and did dwelt 
as they in the hilly countries by {mall rivers, living upon roots and fruits, but chiefly . 
by hunting. The Maffawomeks did dwell upon a great water and had many boats, 
and fo many men that they made war with all the world, for their kings; they were 
gone every one a feveral way with their men on hunting, but thofe with him came 
thither a fithing till they faw us, notwithftanding they would be altogether at night at 
Mahafkahod. For his relation we gaverhim/many toys, with perfuafions to go with us, 
and he as earneftly defired us to ftay the coming of thofe kings, that for his good ufage 
fhould be friends with us, for he was brother to Hafinninga. But Mofco advifed us 
prefently to be gone, for they were all naught, yet we told him we would not till it 
was night. All things we made ready to entertain what came, and Mofco was as dili- 
gent in trimming his arrows. The night being come we all embarked, for the river 
was fo narrow, had it been light, the land on the one fide was fo high, they might have 
done us exceeding much mifchief. All this while the King of Hafinninga was feeking 
the reft, and had confultation a good time what toto, but by their fpies, feeing we 
were gone, it was not long before we heard their arrows dropping on every fide the 
boat ; we caufed our favages to call unto them, but fucha yelling and hallooing they 
made that they heard nothing, but now and then a piece, aiming fo near as we could 
wher. we heard the moft voices. More than twelve miles they followed us in this 
manner ; then the day appearing, we found ourfelves in a broad bay, out of danger of 
their thot, where we came to an anchor, and fell to breakfaft. Not fo much as fpeakin 
to them till the fun was rifen ; being well refrefhed, we untied our targets that cover 
‘us as a deck, and all fhewed ourfelves with thofe fhields on our arms, and {words in 
our hands, and alfo our prifoner, Amorolgck; a long difcourfe there was betwixt his 
countrymen and him, how good we were, how well we ufed him, how we had a 
Patawomek with us, loved us as his life, that would have flain him had we not preferved 
him, and that he fhould have his liberty, would they be but friends, and to do us any 
hurt it was impoffible. Upon this they all hung their bows and quivers upon the 
trees, and one came fwimming aboard us with a bow tied on his head, and another 
with a quiver of arrows, which they delivered our captain as a prefent. he captain 
having ufed them fo kindly as he could, told them the other three kings fhould do 
thelike, and then the great King of our world fhould be their friend, whofe men we were. 
It was no fooner demanded but performed ; fo upon a low moorifh point of land we 
went to the fhore, where thofe four kings came and received Amoroleck. Nothing they 
had but bows, arrows, tobacco-bags, and pipes: what we defired none refufed to give 
us, wondering at every thing we had, and heard we had done; our piftols they took 
for pipes, which they much defired, but we did content them with other commodities ; 
and fo we left four or five hundred of our merry Mannahocks, finging, dancing, and 
making merry, and fet fail for Moraughtacund, 2 

Tn our return we vifited all our friends, that rejoiced much at our victory againft the 
Mannahocks, whe many times had wars alfo with them, but now. they were friends, 
and defired we would be friends with the Rapahanocks, as we were with the Manna- 
hocks. Our captain told them, they had twice affaulted him that came only in love to 
dc them good, and therefore he would now burn all their houfes, deftroy their corn, 


and for ever hold them his enemies, till they made him fatisfaction ; they defired to 
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arrows, and not offer.to come armed where he was ; that they .fhould be friends with 
the Moraughtacunds his friends, and give him their King’s fon in pledge ta perform it, 
and then all King James’s men fhould be their friends. “ Upon this they prefently fent 
- to the Rapahanocks to meet him at the place where they firft fought, where would be 
“the Kings of Nantautacund and Piffaflac : which according to their promife were there 
fo foon as we, where Rapahanock prefented his bow and arrows, and confirmed all 
we defired, except his fon, having no more but him he could not live without him, 
but inftead of his fon he would give him the three women Moraughtacund had 
ftolen. This was accepted ; and fo in three or four canoes, fo many as eould, went 
with us to Moraughtacund, where Mofco madethem fuch relations, and gave to his 
friends fo many bows and arrows, that they no lefs loved him than admired us. ‘The 
three women were brought our captain, to each he gave a chain of beads ; and then, 
caufing Moraughtacund, Mofco, and Rapahanock to ftartd before him, bid Rapaha- 
nock take her loved beft, and Moraughtacund chofe next, and to Mofco he gave the 
third. Upon this away went their canoes over the water, to fetch their venifon, and 
all the provifion they could, and they that wanted boats fwam over the river : the dark 
commanded us then to reft. The next day there was of men, women, and children, a 
as we conjectured, fix or fevenehundred, dancing and finging, and not a bow nor 
arrow feet amongft them. Mofco changed his name Uttafantafough, which we interpret, 
ftranger, for fo they call us : all promifing ever to be our friends, and to plagt corn 
purpofely for us ; and we to provide hatchets, beads, and copper for them; we 
departed, giving them a volley of thot, and they us as loud fhouts and cries ag*their 
flrength could utter. That night we anchored in the river of Payankatank, and difco- 
vered it fo high as it was navigable ; but the people were moft a hunting, fave,a few 
old men, women, and children, that were tending their corn, of which they promifed 
us part when we would fetch it, as had done all the nations wherever we had yet been? 

In a fair calm, rowing towards point Comfort, we anchored in Gofnoll’s Bay, but 
fuch a fudden guft furprifed us in the night with thunder and rain, that we never 
thought more to have feen James Town, Yet running bef®re the wind, we fometimes 
faw the land by the flathes of fire from heaven, by which light only we kepf from the 
Splitting chore’ ‘until it pleafed God in that black darknefs to preferve us by that light to 
find Point Comfort : there refrefhing ourfelves, becaufe we had only but heard of the 
Chefapeak and Nanfamunds, we thought it as fit to know all our neighbours near 
home, as fo many nations abroad. 

So fetting fail for the fouthern fhore, we failed upa narrow river up the country of 
Chefapeak ; it hath a good channel, but many fhoals about the entrance. By that we 
had failed fix or feven miles, we faw two or three little garden-plots with their houfes, 
the fhores overgrown with the greateft pine and fir trees we ever faw in the country. 
But not feeing nor hearing any people, and the river very narrow, we returned to the 
great river to fee if we could find any of them. Coalfting the fhore towards Nanfa- 
mund, which is moft oyfter banks ; at the mouth of that river we efpied fix or 
feven favages making their wires, who prefently fled: afhore we went, and 
where thgy wrought we threw divers toys, and fo departed, Far we were 
not gone ere they came again, and began to fing and dance and recall us; and 
thus we began our firft acquaintance. At laft one of them defired us to go to his 
houfe up that river ; into our boat voluntarily he came, the reft ran after us by the fhore 
with all fhew of love that could be. Seven or eight miles we failed up this natrow 
river : at laft on the weftern fhore we faw large corn-fields, in the midf a little ifle, 
and in it was abundance of corn 3 the people, he told us, were alla hunting ; but in the 
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ifle washis houfe, to which he invited us with much kindnefs ; to him, his wife, and 
children we gave {uch things as thep{eemed much contented them. The others being 
come, defired us alfo to go but a little higher to fee their houfes : here our hoft left 
us, the reft rowed by us in a canoe, till we were fo far paft the ifle the river became 
very narrow. Here we defired fome of them to come aboard us, whereat paufing a 
little, they told us they would but fetch their bows and arrows, and go all with us; 
but being afhore and thus armed, they perfuaded us to go forward, but we could 
neither perfuade them into their canoe, nor into our boat. This gave us caufe to pro- 
vide for the-worft. Far we went not ere feven or eight canoes full of men armed ap- 
peared following us, ftaying to fee the conclufion. Prefently from each fide of the 
river came arrows fo faft as two or three hundred could thoot them, whereat we returned 
to get the open. They in the canoes let fly alfo as faft, but amongft them we beftowed 
fo many fhot, the moft of thm leaped overboard and fwam afhore, but two or three 
efcaped by rowing, being againit their plains : our mutkets'they found fhot further than 
their bows, for we made not twenty fhot ere they all retired behind the next trees. 
Being thus got out of their trap, we feized on all their canoes, and moored them in the 
midft of the open. * More than an hundred arrows ftuck in our targets, and about the 
boat, yet none hurt, only Anthony Bagnall was ‘ot in his hat, and another in his 
fleeve. But feeing their multitudes, and fufpeCing, as it was, that both thé Nanfa- 
munds, and the Chefapeaks were together, we thought it beft to ride by their canoes 
a while,’ to bethink if it were better’ to burn all in the ifle, or draw them to compofition, 
till we were provided to take all they had, which was fufficient to feed all our colon: A 
but to burn theifle at night it was concluded. In the interim we began to cut in pieces 
their canoes, and they prefently to lay down their bows, making figns of peace : peace, 
we told them, we would accept, would they bring us their ing’s bows and arrows, 
with a chain of pearl; and when we came again, give us four hundred bafkets full of © 
corn, otherwife we would break all their boats, and burn their houfes and corn, and 
all they had. To perform all this they alleged only the want of a canoe, fo we put one 
adrift, and bid them fwim to fetch her ; and till they performed their promife, we 
would buronly break their canoes. They cried to us to do no more; all fhould be as we 
would: which prefently they performed, away went their bows and arrows, and ta 
and rag came with their bafkets : fo much as we could carry we took, ‘and fo depart- 
ing good friends, we returned to James Town, where we fafely arrived the 7th of 
September, 1608. There we found Mr. Scrivener, and divers others,-well recovered ; 
many dead ; fome fick ; the late prefident prifoner for mutiny ; by the honeft dili-- 
gence of Mr. Scrivener, the harveft gathered, but the provifion in the ftore much 
{poiled with rain, Thus was that fummer (when little wanted) confumed and fpent, 
and nothing done (fuch was the government of Captain Ratliff) but only this difcovery ; 
wherein to exprefs all the dangers, accidents, and encounters this {mall number pafled 
in that fmall barge, by the {cale of proportion, about three thoufand miles, with fuch 
watery diet in thofe great waters and barbarous countries (till then to any Chriftian ut- 
terly unknown) I rather refer their merit to the cenfure of the courteous and expe- 
rienced reader, than I would-be tedious or partial, being a party. 


But to this place to come who will adventure, 
With judgment’s guide and reafon how to enter ; 
Finds in this world’s broad fea, with wind and tide, 
There’s fafer fail than any where befide. 

But caufe to wanton novices it is 

A province full of fearfulnefs I wifs 3 ~ 


Into 
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Into the great vaft deep to venture out, 

Thofe fhallow rivers let them coaft about, 

And by a {mall boat learn there firft, and mark 
How they may come to make a greater bark. 


Written by ANTHONY Bacnati, NaTuanien PoweLi, and Anas Topxiuu. 


* 


CHAP. VII.—The Prefidency furrendered to Captain Smith: the Arrival and Return 
; of the fecond Supply, and what happened. : 


THE roth of September, by the election of the council and requeft of the .com- 
pany, Captain Smith received the letters patent, which till then by no means he would 
accept, though he was often importuned thereunto. Now the building of Ratcliffe’s 
palace ftaid as a thing needlefs; the church was repaired; the ftorehoufe recovered ; 
buildings prepared for the fupplies we expected; the fort reduced to a fine fquare 
form; the order of the watch renewed; the fquadrons (each fetting of the watch) 
trained ; the whole company every Saturday exercifed in the plain by the welt bul- 
wark, prepared for that purpofe, we called Smithfield, where fometimes more than a 
hundred favages wouid ftand in an amazement to behold how a file would batter a 
tree, where he would make them a mark to fhoot at; the.boats trimmed for trade, 
which being fent out with Lieutenant Percy, in their journey encountered the fecond 
fupply, that brought them back to difcover the country of Monacan. How co why 
Captain Newport obtained fuch a private commiffion, as not to return without 4 lump 
of gold, a certainty of the South Sea, or one of the loft company fent out by Sir 
Walter Raleigh, I know not ; nor why he brought fuch a fine pieced barge,-nor to 
bear us to that South Sea, till we had borne her over the mountains, which how far 
they extend is yet unknown. As for the coronation of Powhatan, and his prefents of 
bafon and ewer, bed, bedftead, clothes, and fuch coftly novelties, they had been 
much better well {pared than fo ill fpent, for we had his favour much better only for 
a plain piece of copper, till this ftately kind of foliciting made him fo much over- 
value himfelf, that he refpeéted us as much as nothing at all. As for the hiring of 
the Poles and Dutchmen to make pitch, tar, glafs, mills, and foap-afhes. when the 
country is replenifhed with people, and neceffaries, would have done well; but to fend 
them and feventy more without viduals to work, was not fo well advifed nor con- 
fidered of, as it thould have been. Yet this could not have hurt us had they been two 
hundred, though then-we were one hundred and thirty that wanted for ourfelves ; 
for we had the favages in that decorum (their harveft being newly gathered) that we 
feared not to get victuals for five hundred. Now was there no way to make us mife- 
rable but to neglect that time to make provifion whilft it was to be had, the which was 
done by the dire@tion from. England to perform this ftrange difcovery ; but a more 
ftrange coronation to lofe that time, fpend that victuals we had, tire and ftarve our 
men, having no means to carry victuals, munition, the hurt or fick, but on their own 
backs. How or by whom they were invented I know not; but Captain Newport we 
only accounted the zuthor, who, to effect thefe projects, had fo gilded men’s hopes 
with great promifes, that both company and council concluded his-refolution’ for the 
moft part. God doth know they little knew what they did, nor underftood their own 
eftates, to conclude his conclufions, againft all the inconveniencies the foregoing pre- 
fident alledged. Of this fupply there was added to the council one Captain Richard: 
Waldo and Captain Richard Wynne, two ancient foldiers and valiant gentlemen, but 
yet ignorant of the bufinefs (being but newly arrived). Ratcliffe was alfo permitted 
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to have his voice, and Mr. Scrivener; defirous to fee {trange countries; fo that although 
Smith was prefident, yet the major part of the council had the authority, and ruled 
it‘as they lifted. As for clearing Smith’s objections, how pitch and tar, wainfcot, 
clapboard, glafs, and foap-athes, could be provided to relade the fhip, or provifion got 
to'live withal, when none was in the country, and that we had, {pent, before the fhip 
departed to effect thefe projects. The anfwer was, Captain Newport tindertook to 
freight the pinnace of twenty tons with corn in going and returning in his difcovery, 
and to refreight her again from Werowocomoco of Powhatan ; alfo promifing a great 
proportion of vituals from the fhip; inferring that Smith’s propofitions were only 
devices to hinder his journey, to effect m himfelf, and that the cruelty he had ufed to 
the favages might well be the occafion to hinder thefe defigns, and feek revenge on 
him; for which taxation all works were left, and one hundred and twenty chofen 
men were appointed for Newport’s guard in this difcovery.. But Captain Smith, to 
make clear all thofe feeming fufpicions that the favages were not fo defperate as was 
pretended by Captain Newport, and how willing (fince by their authority they would 
have it fo) he was to aflift them what he could, becaufe the coronation would con- 
‘fume much time,, he undertook himfelf their meffage to Powhatan, to entreat him-td 
come to James Town to receive his prefents; and where Newport durft not go with 
lefs than one hundred and twenty, he only took with him Captain Waldo, Mr. Andrei 
Buckler, Edward Brinton, and Samuel Collier. With thefe four he went over-land 
to W.rowocomoco, fome twelve miles ; there he paffed the river of Pamaunkee in a 
favage canoe. Powhatan being thirty miles off, was prefently fent for: in the mean 
time, Pocahontas and her women entertained Captain Smith in this manner : con 

In a: fair plain field they made a fire, before which he fitting upon a mat, fuddent 
amongft the woods was heard fuch a hideous noife and fbrieking, that the Englit 
betook themfelves to their arms, and fejzed on two or three old men by them; fup- 
pofing Powhatan with all his power was come to furprize them. But prefently Poca- 
hontas came, willing him to kill her if any hurt were intended; and the beholders, 
which were men, women, and children, fatisfied the Captain there was no fuch matter. 
Then prefently they were prefented with this antic: thirty young wonten came naked 
out of the woods, only covered behind and before with a few green leaves, their bodies 
all painted, fome of one colour fome of another, but all differing : their leader had’a 
fair pair of buck’s horns on her head, and an otter’s fkin at her girdle, and another 
at her arm, a quiver of arrows at her back, a bow and arrows in her hand; the next 
had in her hand a fword, another a club, another a pot-ftick,-all horned alike; the 
reft every one with their feveral devices. hefe fiends, with moft hellifh fhouts and 
criés, rufhing from among the trees, caft themfelves in a ring about the fire, finging 
and dancing with moft excellent ill variety, oft falling into their infernal paffions, and 
folemnly again to fing.and dance. Having fpent near an hour in this mafquerade, as 
they entered in like manner they departed. 

Having re-accommodated themfelves, they folemnly invited him to their lodgings, 
where he was-no fooner within the houfe, but all thefe nymphs more tormented him 
than ever with crowding, prefling, and hanging about him, moft tedioufiy crying, 
“ Love you not mu? Love you not me?” ‘This falutation erfded, the feaft was fet, 
confifting of all the favage dainties they could devife; fome attending, others finging 
and dancing about them ; which mirth being ended, with firebrands inftead of torches 
they conduéted him to his lodging. 


Thus did they thew their feats of arms, and others art in dancing, 
Some other ufed their oaten pipe, and others voices chaunting. 
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‘The next day came Powhatan. Smith delivered his-meflagesofthe profents fent him, 
and redelivered him Namiontack he had fent for England, defiring hist to.come to his 
father Newport, to accept thofe prefents, and conclude their revenge againft the Mo- 
nacans, Whereunto this fubtle favage thus replied : : : 

*< If your King have fent me prefents, I alfo am a king, and this is my land: eight 
days I will flay to receive them. ‘Your father is to come to me, not I to him, nor 
yet to your fort, neither will I bite at fuch a bait. As for the Monacans I can re- 
venge my own injuries; and as for Atquanachuk, where you fay your brother was 
flain, it is a-contrary way from thofe parts you fuppofe it: but for any falt-water 
beyond the- mountains, the relations you have uad from my people are falfe.”” Where- 
upon he began to draw plots upon the ground (according to his difcourfe) of all’ 
thofe regions. Many other difcourfes they had (yet both content to give each other 
content in complimenta] courtefies); and fo Captain Smith returned with this 
an{wer. 

Upon this the prefents were fent by water, which is near a hundred miles, and: the 
captain’s went by land with fifty good fhot. All being met at Werowocomoco, ‘the 
next day was appointed for his coronation; then the prefents were brought him, his 
bafon and ewer, bed and furniture fet up, his fcarlet cloak and apparel with much ado 
put on him, being perfuaded by Namontack they would not hurt him; but a foul 
trouble there was to make him kneel to receive his crown, he neither knowing the 
majefty nor meaning of a crown, nor bending of the knee, endured fo many nerfua- 
fions, examples, and inftrudtions, as tired them all; at laft, by leaning hard -on his 
fhoulders, he a little {tooped, and three having the crown in their hands put it,dn his 
head, when by the warning of a piftol the boats were prepared with fuch a volley of 
fhot, that the King ftarted up in a horrible fear, till he faw all was well. Then re- 
membering himfelf, to congratulate their kindnefs, he gave his old fhoes and his man¢le 
to Captain Newport: but perceiving his purpofe was to difcover the Monacans, he 
Jaboured to divert his refolution, refufing to lend -him either men or guides more than 
Namontack ; and fo, after fome fmall complimental kindnefs on beth fides. in requital 
of his prefents, he prefented Newport with a heap of wheat ears, that might contain 
fome feven or eight bufhels, and as much more we bought in the town, wherewith we 
returned to the fort. ; . : 

The fhip having difburdened herfelf of feventy perfons, with the firft gentleyoman 
and woman-fervant that arrived in our colony, Captain Newport, with one hundred and 
twenty.chofen men, led by Captain Waldo, Lieutenant Percy, CaptainWinne, Mr.Welt, 
and Mr. Scrivener, fet forward for the difcovery of Monacan, leaving the prefident at 
the fort with about eighty or hinety (fuch as they were) to relade the fhip. Arriving 
at the Falls, we marched by land fome forty miles in two days and a half, and fo 
returned down the fame path we went. Two towns we difcovered of the Monacans, 
called Maffinacak and Mowhemenchouch ; the people neither ufed us well nor ill; yet 
for our fecurity we took one of their petty kings, and led him bound to conduét us 
the way ; and in our return, fearched many places we fuppofed mines, about which 
we fpenz fome time in refining, having one William Callicut, a refiner, fitted for that 
purpofe. From that cruft of earth we digged he perfuaded us tc believe he extratted 
fome {mall quantity of filver; and (not unlikely) better ftuff might be had” for the 
digging. With this poor trial, being contented to leave this fair, fertile, well-watered 
country ; and coming to the falls, the favages feigned there were divers fhips come 
into the bay to kill them at-James Town. Trade they would not, and find their corn 
we could not, for they had hid it in the woods; and being thus deluded, we arrived: 
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at James ‘Town, half fick, all complaining, .and. tired with toil; famine,,and difcon- 
* tent,.to have only but difeovered-our gilded hepes,,and fuch fruitlel# certainties as. . 
Captain Smith foretold us. W531 eect es : 


But thofe that hunger feek to flake, 
Which thus abounding wealth would rake 5 
Not all the gems of Ifter fhore, 

Nor all the gold of Lydia’s ftore, _ 

Can fill their greedy appetite, 

It is a thing fo infinite. 


No fooner were we landed, but the prefident difperfed fo many as were able, fome for 
giafs, others for tar, pitch, and foap-athes, leaving them with the fort to the councils’ 
overfight, but thirty of us he conducted down the river fome five miles from James 
‘Town, to learn to make clapboard, cut down trees, and lie in yoods. Amongft the reft 
he had chofen Gabriel Beadle, and John Ruffell, the only two gallants of-this laft fup- 
ply, and both proper gentlemen. Strange were thefe pleafures to their conditions ; yet 
lodging, eating, and drinking, working or playing, they but doing as the prefident did 
himfelf. All thefe things were carried fo pleafantly as within a week they became 
mafters: making it their delight to hear the trees thumder as they fell; but the axes. 
fo oft bliftered their tender fingers, that many times every third blow had a loud oath 
to drown the echo; for remedy of which fin, the prefident devifed how to have every: 
man’s oath numbered, and at night for every oath to have a can of water poured down 
his fleeve, with which every offender was fo wafhed, (himfelf and all) that a man fhould 
{carce hear an oath in a week. 


2 For he who {corms, and makes but jefls of curfings, and his oath, 
He doth contemn, not man bur God, nor God, nor man, but both. 


By this, let no man think that the prefident and thefe gentlemen fpent their times as 
common wood-haggers at felling of trees, or fuch other like labours, or that they were 
preffed to as hirelings, or common flaves ; for what they did, after they were but once a 
little inured, “it feemed and fome conceited it only as a pleafure and recreation, yet thirty 
or forty. of fuch voluntary gentlemen would do more in a day then one hundred of the 
reft that muift be preft to it by compulfion, but twenty good workmen had been better 
than. them all. 

Mr. Scrivener, Captain Waldo, and Captain Winne at the fort, every one in like 
manner carefully regarded their charge. ‘The prefident returning from amongtt the 
woods, feeing the time confumed and no provifion gotten, (and the fhip lay idle at a 
great charge and did nothing,) prefently embarked himfelf in the difcovery barge, 
giving order to council to fend Lieutenant Percie after him with the next barge that 
arrived at the fort; two barges he had himfelf and eighteen men, but arriving at 
Chickahamania, that dogged nation was too well acquainted with our wants, refufing 
to trade with as much {corn and infolency as they could exprefs. The prefident per- 
ceiving it was Powhatan’s policy to ftarve us, told them he came not fo much for their 
corn, as to revenge his imprifonment, and the death of his men murdered by them, and 
fo landing his men, and ready to charge them, they immediately fled: and prefently 
after fent their ambaffadors with corn, fifh, fowl, and what they had to make their 
peace, (their corn being that year but bad) they complained extremely of their own 
wante, yet freighted our boats with an hundred bufhels of corn, and in like manner 
Lieutenant Percie that not long after arrived, and having done the beft they could to 
content us, we parted good friends, and returned to James Town. : 

Though 
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Though this much contented the company, (that feared nethingymire than ftarving) 
yet -fome fo envied his good fuecels, that they rather defired to “hazard a flarving then 
his pains fhould prove fo much mére effectual than theirs. Some proje&s there were 
invented by Newport and Ratliffe, not only to have depofed him, but to have kept him 
out of the fort; for that being prefident, he would leave his place and the fort without 
their confent, but their horns were fo much too fhort to effect it, as they themfelves 
more narrowly efcaped a greater mifchief. 

‘All this time our old tavern made as much of all them that had either money or 
ware as could be defired: by this time they were become fo perfect on all fides (1: 
mean the foldiers, failors, and favages) as there was ten times more care to maintain 
their damnable and private trade than to provide for the colony things that were 
neceffiry. Neither was it a fmall policy in Newport and the mariners to report in 
England we had fuch plenty, and bring us fo many men without victuals, when they 
had fo many private factors in the fort, that within fix or feven weeks, of two or three- 
hundred axes, chiffels, hoes, and pick-axes, fcarce twenty could be-found: and for 
pike-heads, fhot, powder, or any thing they could {teal from their fellows,'was vendible; 
they kpew as well (and as fecretly) how to convey them to trade with the favages for: 
fur, bafkets, Muffaneeks, young-peaft, or fuch like commodities, as exchange them 
with the tailors for butter, cheefe, beef, pork, aqua vite, beer, bifcuit, oatmeal, and. 
oil: and then feign all was fent them from their friends. And though Virginia 
afforded no furs for the ftore, yet one mafter in one voyage hath got fo many by this: 
indirect means, as he confeffed to have fold in England for 3ol. = 

Thofe are the faint-feeming worthies of Virginia, that have notwithftanding all this. 
meat, drink, and wagés ; but now they begin to grow weary, their trade being both: 
perceived and prevented; none hath been in Virginia that hath obferved any thing, 
which knows not this to be true, and yet the lofs, the fcorn, the mifery, and fhame,~ 
was the poor officers, gentlemeg, and carelefs governors, who were all thus bought and 
fold; the adventurers cozened, and the action overthrown by their falfe excufes, 
informations, and direftions. By this let all men judge, “how this bufinefs could: 
profper, being thus abufed by fuch pilfering occafions. -And had not Captain Newport. 
cried peccavi, the prefident would have difcharged the fhip, and caufed him to have: 
ftaid one year in Virginia, to learn to fpeak of his own experience. 

Mr. Scrivener was fent with the barges and pinnace to Werowocomoco, where he: 
found the favages more ready to fight than trade; but his vigilancy was fuch as pre-- 
vented their projets, and by the means of Namontack got three or four hogfheads of 
corn, and as much pocones, which isa red reot, which then was efteemed an excellent: 
dye. 2 
Captain Newport being difpatched, with the trials of pitch, tar, glafs, frankincenfe,. 
foap-athes,. with that clapboard and wainfcot that could be provided, met with Mr.. 
Scrivener at Point Comfort, and fo returned for England. We remaining were about 
two hundred. ; 


The Copy ofa Letter fent to the Treafurer and Council of Virginia from Captain Smith: 
then Prefident in Virginia. - 


*¢ Right Honorable, &c. : y 
__Lrecetved your letter, wherein you write, that our minds are fo fet upon faGtion ant 
idle conceits in dividing the country without your confents, and that we feed yow but 


with ifs and ands, hopes, and fome few proofs; as if we would keep the myftery of the 
fe 5 a bufinefs. 
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bufinely sto. ourfelves: and that we mutt. exprefsly follow your inftru@ions fent by 
Captain Newport: the charge of whofe voyage amounts to near two’ thoufand. pounds, . 
the which, if we cannot defray by the fhip’s return, we are like to-remain as‘banifhed 
men. ‘To thefe particulars I humbly intreat your pardon, if I offend you with my rude 
anf{wer. : 

“ For our factions, unlefs you would have merun away and leave the country, I 
cannot prevent them: becaufe [ do make many ftay that would elfe fly any weather. 
For the idle letter fent to my Lord of Salifbury, by the prefident and his confederates, 
for dividing the country, &c. what it was I know not, for you faw no hand of mine 
to it; nor ever dreamed I of any fuch matter. That we feed you with hopes, &c. ; 
though Ibe no fcholar, I am paft a {chool-boy; and I defire but to know what 
either you, and thefe here do know, but that I have learned to tell you by the continual 
hazard of my life. I have not concealed from you any thing I know; but I fear fome 
caufe you to believe much more than is true. ‘ * 

** Expre(sly to follow your directions by Captain Newport, though they be performed, 
I was directly againft it; but according to our commiffion, I was content to be over- 
ruled by the major part of the council, I fear to the hazard of us all, which row is 
generally confefled when it is too late. Only Captain Winne and Captain Waldo 
I have {worn of the council, and crowned Powhatan, according to your inftructfons, 

“ Forthecharge of this voyage of two or three thoufand pounds, we have not received 
the value of an hundred pounds., And for the quartered boat to be borne by the 
foldiers over the falls, Newport had one hundred and twenty of the beft-men he could 
chufe. If he had.burnt her to afhes, one might have carried her in a bag, but as the 
is, five hundred cannot, toa navigable place above the falls. And for him at that time 
to find in the South Sea, 2 mine of gold ; or any of them fent by Sir Walter Raleigh : 

“at our confultation I told them was 4s likely as the reft. But during this great difco- 
very of thirty miles, (which might as well have been.done by one man, and much 
more, for the value of a pound of copper at a feafonable time,) they had the pinnace 
and all the boats with them, but one that remained with me to ferve the fort. In their 
abfence F followed the new begun works of pitch and tar, glafs, foap-afhes, and clap- 
board, whereof fome {mall quantities we have fent you. But if you rightly confider 
what an infinite toil itis in Ruflia and Sweden, where the woods are proper for nothing 
elfe, and though there be the help both of man and beaft in thofe ancient common- 
wealths, which many an hundred years have ufed it, yet thoufands of thofe poor people 
can {carce get neceffaries to live, but from hand to mouth. And though your faGors 
there can buy as much ina week as will freight you a thip, or as much as you pleafe, you 
muft not expect from us any fuch matter, which are but a many of ignorant miferable 
fouls, that are fcarce able to get wherewith to live, and defend ourftlves againft the 
inconftant favages: finding but here and there a tree fit forthe purpofe, and want all things 
elfe that the Ruflians have. For the coronation of Powhatan, by whofe advice you 
fent him fuch prefents, I know not ; but this give me leave to tell you, I fear they will 
be the confufion of us all ere we hear from you again. At your fhip’s arrival, the 
favages harveft was newly gathered, and we going to buy it, our own no* being half: 
fufficient for fo great anumber. As for the two fhips loading of corn, Newport pro- 
mifed to provide us from Powhatan, he brought us but fourteen buthels ; and from 
the Monacans nothing, but che moft of the men fick and near famifhed. . From your 
fhip we had not provifion in victuals worth twenty pounds, and we are more than two 
hundred to live upon‘this; the one half fick, the other little better. For the failors 
(1 confefs) they daily make good cheer, but our diet is a little meal and water, and not 
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fuffieient of that. Though’there be fifh in the fea, fowls inthe air, and beafts'in the 
woods; their bounds are fé large, they fo wild, and we fo weak and ignorant, we can- 
aot much trouble them. Captain Newport we much fufpeét to be the author of thofe 
inventions. Now that you fhould know Ihave made you as great a difcovery as he, 
for lefs charge than he {pendeth you every meal, I have fent you this map of the bay 
and rivers, with an annexed relation of the countries and nations that inhabit them, as 
you may fee at large. Alfo two bartels of ftones, and fuch as I take to be good iron 
ore at the leaft ; fo divided, as by their notes you may fee in what places I found them. 
The foldiers fay, many of your officers maintain their families out of that you fend us 5 
and that Newport hath an hundred pounds a yeas for carrying news. For every matter 
you have yet fent can find the way as well as he, fo that an hundred pounds might be 
fpared, which is more than we have all, that help to pay him wages. Captain Ratliff 
is now called Sicklemore, a poor counterfeited impofture. I have fent you him home, 
left the company fhould cut his throat. What he is, now every one can tell you’: if 
he and Archer return again, they are fufficient to keep us always in factions. When 
you fend again I entreat you rather.fend but thirty carpenters, hufbandmen, gardeners, 
fifhermen, blackfmiths, mafons, and diggers up of trees, roots, well provided, than 
a thoufand of fuch as we have-: tor except we be able both to lodge them, and feed 
them, the moft will confume with want of neceffaries before they can be made good 
for any thing. Thus if you pleafe to confider this account, and of the unneceffary 
wages to Captain Newport, or his thip’s fo long lingeming and ftaying here (for notwith- 
ftanding his boafting to leave us viduals for twelve months, though we had eighty-nine 
by this difcovery lame and fick, and buta pint of corn a day fora man, we were con- 
{trained to give him three hogfheads of that to vi€tual him homeward) or yet to fend 
into Germany or Poland for glafs men and the reft, till we be able to fuftain ourfelves, 
and relieve them when they come. It were better to give five hundred pound a ton for’ 
thofe grofs commodities in Denmark, than fend for them hither, till more neceflary 
things be provided. For in over-toiling our weak and unfkilful bodies, to fatisfy this 
defire of prefent profit, we can f{carce ever recover ourfelves from cre fupply to ano- 
ther: and I humbly entreat you hereafter, let us know what we fhould receive, and 
not ftand to the failors courtely to leave us what they pleafe, elfe you may charge us 

* with what you will, but we not you with any thing. hefe are the caufes that have 
kept usin Virginia, from laying fuch a foundation, that ere this might have given much 
better content and fatisfaGtion ; but as yet you mutt not look for any profitable returns : 
fo | humbly reft. 7 


The names of thofe in this fupply were thefe ; with their proceedings and acci- 
dents + 


Guus in RL ¢ were appointed to be of the council. 
9 


Mr. Francis Weft, brother to the Lord La Warre. 


Thomas Graves, William Sambage, } 
Raleigh Chrofhaw, Henry Leigh, : 

- Gabriel Beadle, Henry Philpot, ~ ‘ 
John Beadle, Gent. Harmon Harrifon, Gent. 
John Ruffell, Daniel Tucker, aia? 
William Ruffell,  . Henry Collins, | 
John Cuderington, J Hugh Wollefton,. J ; 

John - 
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Johii Hoult, ~~” ‘THomas'‘Lavander, y 
. ‘Thomas Norton, Henry Bell, : 
‘George Yarington, . Mr. Powell, Tradefinen. 
-George Burton, A _- David Ellis, 
“Thomas Abbay, ‘Thomas Gibfon, 
William Dowman, Gent. : 
Thomas Maxes, ; Thomas Dawfe, 1-7 
Michael Lowick, Thomas Mallard, } 
Mr. Hunt, William Taylor, 
Thomas Forreft, - ~ Thomas Fox,. 
John Dauxe, J Nicholas Hancock, 
Walker, Labourers. 
_ Thomas Phelps, Williams, ; 
John Prat, Floud, ; 
John Clarke, Morley, 
Jeffrey Shortridge, Rofe, 
Dionis Oconor, Tradefmen. Scot, s 
Hugh Wynne, Ha¥dwyn, J Le 
David ap Hugh, 
Thomas Bradley, . Millman, i Boys 
Johr Burras, J ‘ Hilliard, YS. 


Mrs. Forreft, and Anne Burras her maid; eight Dutchmen and Poles, with fome 
others, to the nurtiber of feventy perfons, &c. 


__. Thefe poor conclufions fo affrighted us al with famine, that the prefidént provided 
for Nanfamund, and took with him Captain ‘Wynne, and Mr. Scrivener, then return- 
ing from Captain Newport. ‘Thefe people aifo long denied him not only the four hun- 
dred bafkets of corn they promifed, ‘but any trade at all; (excufing themfelves they 
had fpen: moft they had, and were commanded by Powhatan to keep that they had, 
and not to let us come into their river) till we were conftrained to begin with them per- 
‘force. Upon the difcharging of our mufkets they all fled and fhot not an arrow; the 
firft houfe we came to we {et on fire, which when they perceived, they defired we * 
would make no more fpoil, and they would give us half they had : how they collected 
it I know not, but before night they loaded our three boats ; and fo we returned to 
our quarter fome four miles down the river, which was only the open woods under the 
lay of a hill, where all the ground was covered with fnow, and hard frozen ; the 
jnow we digged away and made a great fire in the place; when the ground was well 
dried, we turned away the fire ; and covering the place with 1 mat, there we lay very 
warm. To kecp us from the wind we made a fhade of another mat; as the wind 
turned we turned our fhade, and when the ground grew cold we removed the fire, 
And thus many a cold winter night have we lain in this miferable manner, yet thofe 
that moft commonly went upon all thofe occafions, were always in health, lufty, and 
fat. For {paring them this year, the next year they promifed to plant pucpofely for 
us; and fo we returned to James Town. About this time there was a marriage 
betwixt John Laydonand Anne Burras; which was the firft marriage we had in Virginia. 
Tong he ftaid not, but fitting himfelf and Captain Waldo with two barges. From 
Cuawopoweanock, and all parts thereabouts, all the people were fled, as being jealous 
of our intents, till wedifcovered the river and people of Apamatuck; where we found not 


much, that they had we equally divided, but gave them copper, and fuch things as on 
tente 
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tented them in confideration. Mr. Scrivener and Lieutenant Percie went alfo abroad, 
but could find nothing. ; ; 

The prefident feeing the procraftinating of time, was no courfe to live, refolved, with 
Captain Waldo, (whom he knew to be fure in time of need) to furprife Powhatan, and 
all his provifion, but the unwillingnefs of Captain Winne and Mr. Scrivener, for 
fome private refpect, plotted in England to ruin Captain Smith, did their beft to hinder 
the project ; but the prefident, whom no perfuafions could perfuade to flarve, being in- 
vited by Powhatan to come unto him; and if he would fend him but men to build him 
a houfe, give him a grindftone, fifty fwords, fome pieces, a cock and a hen, with much 
copper and beads, he would load his fhip with corn. ‘Vhe prefident, not ignorant of 
his devifes and fubtilty, yet unwilling to negle& any opportunity, prefently fent three 
Dutchmen and two Englith, havin fo fmall allowance, few were able to do any thing 
to purpofe ; knowing there needed no better a caftle to effect this project, took order 
with Captain Waldo to fecond him, if need required ; Scrivener he left his fubftitute, 
and fet forth with the pinnace, two barges, and‘forty-fix men, which only were fuch as 
voluntarily offered themfelves for his journey, the which, by reafon of Mr. Scrivener’s 
ill fuccefs, was cenfured very defperate, they all knowing Smith would not return 
empty, if it were to be had; hSwfoever, it caufed many of thofe that he had ap- 
pointed, ‘o find excufes to ftay behind. 


CHAP. VIl.— Captain Smith's Fourney to Pamaunkee. . 
THE 29th of December he fet forward for Werawocomoco ; his companion’ were 


thefe : 
In the Difcovery barge himfelf. In the pinnace. F 
Robert Behethland — } Lieut. Percy, brother to the Earlof Northumberland, 
Nathaniel Graves Mr. Francis Weft, brother to the Lord La Warre. 
John Ruffell 5 Gent William Phittiplace, Captain of the pinnace. 
Raleigh Chrafhow * Michael Phittiplace 
Michael Sicklemore ' Jeffery Abbott, ferjeant | G 
Richard Worley J William Tankard [ <a 

George Yarington 


Anas Todkill 

William Love } James Browne } 

William Bentley | Soldi Edward Brinton | 

Jeffery Shortridge po oangses George Burton | Soldi 

Edward Pifing | Thomas Coe marae 

William Ward J ae ee i z ; 
enry Powe 


Jonas Profit, matter. 
Robert Ford, clerk of the council. 


Thomas Gibfon, David Ellis, Nathaniel Peacock, failors; John Prat, George Acrig, 
James Read, Nicholas Hancock, James Watkins, Thomas Lambert, four Dutchmen, 
and Richard Salvage, were fent by land before, to build the houfe for Powhatan againft 
our arrival. ; 3 

This company being viétualled but for three or four days, lodged the firft night at 
Warrafkoyack, where the prefident took fufficient provifion. This kind King did his beft 
to divert him from feeing Powhatan ; but perceiving he could not prevail, he advifed in 
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this manner : “¢ Captain Smith, you fhall find Powhatan to ufe you kindly, but truft him 
not, and be fure he have no opportunity to feize on your arms, for he hath fent for you, 
only to cut your throats.” The captain thanking him for his good counfel, yet the better 
to try his love, defired guides to Chawwonock, for he would fend a prefent to that King, 
to bind hin his friend. To perform this journey was fent Mr. Sicklemore, avery valiant, 
hone(t, and painful foldier; with him two guides, and directions how to feek for- the 
Jo% company of Sir Walter Raleigh, and filk grafs. Then we departed thence, the 
prefideat afluring the King perpetual love ; and left with him Samuel Collier, his page, 
to learn the language. 


So this King’s deedéby facred oath adjar’d, 
More wary proves, and circum{pe® by odds; 
Fearing at leaft his double forfeiture, 

To offend his friends, and fin againtt his gods. 


‘The next night being lodged at Kecoughtan ; fix or feven days the extreme wind, 
rain, froft, and fnow, caufed us to keep Chriftmas among the favages, where we were 
never more merry, nor fed on more plenty of good oyfters, fith, flefh, wild-fowl,and good 
bread; nor ever had better fires in England, thanJn the dry fmoaky houfes of Ke- 
copghtan ; but departing thence, when we found no houfes, we were not eurious in 
any weather to lie three or four nights together under the trees by a fire, as formerly is 
faid. An hundred and forty-eight fowls the prefident, Anthony Bagnall, and Serjeant 
Pifing did kill at three hots. At Kifkiack, the froft and contrary winds forced us three 
or four days alfo (to fupprefs the infolence of thofe proud favages) to quarter in their 
houfes, yet guard our barge, and caufe them to give us what we wanted ; though we 
awere but twelve and himfelf, yet we never wanted fhelter where we found any houfes. 
"The 12th of January we arrived at Werowocomoco, where the river was frozen nearly 
half a mile from the fhore ; but to negleét no time, the prefident with his barge fo far 
had approached by breaking the ice,as the ebb left him amongft thofe oozy fhoals, yet ra- 
ther than to lie there frozen to death, by his own example he taught them to march 
near middle deep, a fight fhot through this muddy frozen ooze. When the barge 
floated, he appointed two or three to return her on board the pinnace. Where for 
want of water in melting the ice, they made freth water, for the river there was falt. 
But in this march Mr. Ruffell, (whom none could perfuade to ftay behind) being fome- 
what ill, and exceeding heavy, fo overtoiled himfelf, as the reft had much ado (ere he 
got afhore) to regain life into his dead benumbed fpirits. Quartcring in the next 
houfes we found, we fent to Powhatan for provifion, who fent us plenty of bread, tur- 
kies, and venifon ; the next day, having feafted usafter his ordinary manner, he began 
to afk us when we would be gone, feigning, he fent not for us, neither had he any corn, 
and his people much lefs; yet, for forty {words he would procure us forty bafkets, 
‘The prefident fhewing him the men there prefent that brought him the meflage and 
conditions, afked Powhatan how it chanced he became fo forgetful; thereat the king 
concluded the matter with a merry laughter, afking for our commodities, but none he 
Liked without guas and f{words, valuing a bafket of corn more precious than a bafket 
of copper, faying, he could rate his corn, but not the copper. 

Captain Smith feeing the intent of this fubtle favage, began to deal with him after 

‘this manner: Powhatan, thcugh I had many courfes to have made my provifion, yet 
beheving your promifes to fupply my wants, Inegledted all to fatisfy your defire; and 
to teftify my love, I fent you my men for your building, neglecting my own. What 
your people had you have engroiled, forbidding them our trade; and now you think, 


by 
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by confuming the time, we fhall confume for want, not having to fulfil your ftrange 
demands. As for fwords and guns, T told you long ago I had none to fpare; and you 
mutft know thofe I have can keep me from want; yet fteal or wrong you I will not, 
nor diffolve that friendfhip we have mutually promifed, except you conttrain me by our 
bad ufage. 

‘The King having attentively liftened to this difcourfe, promifed that both he and his 
country would fpare him what he could, the which wikbin two days they fhould receive, 
** Yet Captain Smith, (faith the King,) fome doubt I have of your coming hither, that 
makes me not fo kindly feek to relieve you as f would: form me, your 
coming hither is not for trade, but to invade .ay people, aad px ny country, who 
dare not come to bring you corn, fecing you thus armed with you Po fr 
this fear, leave aboard your weapons, ior here they are acedlefs, we being all frietds, 
and for ever Powhatans.” 

With mary {uch difcourfes they fpeni the day, quartering that night in the King’s 
houfes, ‘Pho next day he renewed his building, which he little intended fhould pro- 
ceed. For the Duichmen finding his plenty, and knowing our want, and perceiving 
his preparations to furprife us, little thinking we could efeape both him and famine, 
(to obtain his favour) revealed tohim fo much as they knew of our eftates and projects, 
and how to prevent them. One of them being of fo great a fpirit, judgement, and 
refolution, and a hireling that was certain of his wages for his labour, and ever well 
ufed, both he and his countrymen, that the prefident knew not whom better to _truft; 
and nor knowing any fitter for that employment, had fent him as a fpy to difcover 
Powhatan’s intent, theh little doubting his honefty, nor could ever be certain of his 
villany till near half a year after. ~ 

Whilft we expected the coming in of the country, we wrangled out of the King ten 
quarters of corn for a copper kettle, the which the prefident perceiving him much to 
affect, valued it at a much greater rate; but in regard of his {carcity he ‘would accept 
it, provided we fhould have as much more the next year, or elfe the country of 
Monacan. Wherewith each feemed well contented, and Powhatan began to expoftulate 
the difference of peace and war after this manner. 

‘* Captain Smith, you may underftand that I having feen the death of all my ‘people 
thrice, and not any one living of thofe three generations but myfelf; I know the dif- 
ference of peace and war better than any in my country. But now I am old and ere 
long mutt die, my brethren, namely Opitchapam, Opechancanough, and Kekataugh, 
my two fifters, and their two daughters, are diltin@ly each others fucceffors. I wifh 
their experience no lefs than mine, and your love to them no lefs than mine to you. 
But this bruit from Nandfamund, that you are come to deftroy my country, fo much 
affzighteth all my people as they dare not vifit you. What will it avail you to take 
that by force you may quickly have by love, or to deftroy them that provide you food? 
‘What can you get by war, when we can hide our provifions and fly to the woods? 
whereby you muft famith by wronging us, your friends. And why are you thus jealous 
of our loves, feeing us thus unarmed, and both do, and are willing fill to feed you, 
with that you cannot get but by our labours? Think you I am fo fimple not to know it is 
better to eat good meat, lie well, and fleep quietly with my women and children, laugh 
and be merry with you, have copper, hatchets, or what 1 want, being your friend, than 
be forced to fly from all, to lie cold in the woods, feed upon acorns, roots, and fuch 
trafh, and be fo hunted by you that I can neither reft, eat, nor fleep ; but my tired nen 
muft watch, and if a twig but break, every one crieth, There cometh CaptainSmith! then 
smuft [fly] knéwnot whither : and thus with miferable fear end my miferable life, leaving 
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my pleafures to fuch youths as you, which, through your rafh unadvifednefs, may quickly 
- as miferably end, for wantof that you never know where tofind. Let this therefore affure 
you of our loves, and every year our friendly trade fhall furnifh you with corn; and 
now alfo, if you would come in friendly manner to fee us, and not thus with your 
guns and {words as to invade your foes.” 
To this fubtle difcourfe the prefident thus replied : 

* Seeing you will not rightly conceive of our words, we ftrive to make you know our 
thoughts by our deeds; the vow I made you of my love, both myfelf and my men have 
kept. As for your promife I find it every day violated by fome of your fubjects: yet 
we finding your love and kindnefs, our cuftom is fo far from being ungrateful, that 
for your fake only, we have curbed our thirfting defire of revenge; elfe had they 
known as well the cruelties we ule to our enemies, as our true love and courtefy to our 
friends. And I think your judgement fuflicient to conceive, as well by the adventures 
we have undertaken, as by the advantage we have (by our arms) of yours, that had 
we intended you any hurt, long ere this we could have effected it. Your people com- 
ing to James Town are entertained with their bows and arrows without any excep- 
tions; we efteeming it with you as it is with us, to wear our arms as our apparel. As 
for the danger of our enemies, in fuch wars confit our chiefeft pleafure ; for your 
riches we have no ufe: as for the hiding your provifions, or by your flying to the 
woods, we fhall not fo unadvifedly ftarve as you conclude; your friendly care in that 
behal: is needlefs, for we have a rule to find beyond your knowledge.” 

Many other difcourfes they had, till at lait they began to trade. But the King feeing 
his will would not be admitted as a law, our guard dilperfed, nor our men difarmed, 
he fighing breathed his mind once more in this manner. 

« Captain Smith, I never ufe any Werowance fo kindly as yourfelf, yet from you I 
receive the leaft kindnefs of any. Captain Newport gave me fwords, copper, clothes, 
a bed, towels, or what I defired; ever taking what I offered him, and would fend 
away his guns when 1 intreated him: none doth deny to lie at my feet, or refufe to do 
what I denre, but”only you; of whom I can have nothing but what you regard not, 
and yet you will have whatfoever you demand. Captain Newport you call father, and 
fo you call me; but I fee for all us both you will do what you lift, and we muft both 
feel to content you. But if you intend fo friendly as you fay, fend hence your arms, 
that I may believe you; for you fee the love I bear you, doth caufe me thus nakedly to 
forget myfelf.”” 

Smith feeing this favage but trifle the time to cut his throat, procured the favages to 
break the ice that his boat might come to fetch his corn and him : and gave order for 
more men to come on fhore, to furprife the King, with whom alfo he but trifled the 
time till his men were landed’: andto keep him from fufpicion, entertained the time 
with this reply: 

« Powhatan you muft know, as I have but one God, I honour but one King; and I 
live not here as your fubjeét, but as your friend to pleafure you with what ] can. By 
ihe gifts you beftow on me, you gain more than by trade: yet would you vifit me as I 
do you, you fhould know it is not our cuftom to fell our courtefy as a vendible com- 
modity. Bring all your country with you for your guard, I will not diflike it as being 
over jealous. But to content you, to-morrow | will leave my arms, and truft to your 
pron.ife. I call you father indeed, and as a father you ‘hall fee I willlove you: but 
thefmall careyou haveof fuch a child caufed my men to perfuade me to look to myfelf.”? 


By this time Powhatan having knowledge his men were ready whilft the ice was a 
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or three.of the women talking with the captain, whilft he fecretly ran away, and his 
men that fecretly befet the houfe. Which being prefently difcovered to Captain Smith, 
with his piftol, word, and target he made fuch a paffage among thefe naked devils, thag 
at his firft fhoot, they next him tumbled one over another, and the reft quickly fled 
fome one way, fome another: fo that without any hurt, only accompanied with John 
Ruffell, he obtained the corps du guard. When they perceived him fo well efcaped, 
and with his eighteen men (for he had no more with him on fhore) , to the uttermoft of 
their {kill they fought excufes to diffemble the matter: and Powhatan to excufe his 
flight and the fudden coming of this multitude, fent our Captain a great bracelet and 
a chain of pearl, by an ancient orator that befpoke us to this purpofe, perceiving 
even then from our pinnace, a barge and men departing and coming unto us. 

“ Captain Smith, our Werowance is fled, fearing your guns, and knowing when the 
ice was broken there would come more men, fent thefe numbers but to guard his corn 
from ftealing, that might happen without your knowledge: now though fome be hurt 
by your milprifion, yet Powhatan is your friend and fo will for ever continue. Now 
fince the ice is open, he would have you fend away your corn, and if you would have 
his company, fend away alfo your guns, which fo affrighteth his people, that they dare 
not come to you as he promifed tney fhould.” ; 

Then having provided bafkets for our men to carry our corn to the boats, they 
kindly offered their fervice to guard our arms that none fhould fteal them, A great 
many they were of goodly well proportioned fellows, as grim as devils; yet the very 
fight of cocking our matches and being to let fly, a few words caufed them tc leave 
their bows and arrows to our guard, and bear down our corn on their backs; we 
needed not importune them to make difpatch. But our barges being left on the oofe 
by the ebb, caulfed us ftay till the next high water, fo that we returned again to our 
old quarter. Powhatan and his Dutchmen burfting with defire to have the head of 
Captain Smith, for if they could but kill him they thought all was theirs, negleéted 
not any opportunity to effect his purpofe. The Indians with all the merry fports they 
could devife, fpent the time till night, then they all returned to Powhatan, who all this 
time was making ready his forces to furprife the houfe and him at fupper, notwith- 
{tanding the eternal ail-feeing God did prevent him, and by a ftrange means; for 
Pocahontas, his deareft jewel and daughter, in that dark night caine through the irk- 
fome woods, and told our captain great cheer fhould be fent us by-and-by, but 
Powha:ai. and all the power he could make, would after come kill us all, if they that 
brought it could not kill us with our owh weapons when we were at fupper. There- 
fore it we ‘vould live the wifhed us prefently to be gone. Such things as the delighted 
in he would have given her, but with thé-tears running down her cheeks, fhe fatd fhe 
durft not be feen tc have any, for if Powhatan fhould know it fhe were but dead, 
and fo fhe ran away by herfulf as fhe came. Within lefs then an hour came eight or 
ten lufty fellows with great platters of venifon and other victuals, very importunate to 
have us put out our matches (whofe fmoke made them fick) and fit down to our 
victuals. But the captain made them tafte every difh, which done, he fent fome of 
them back to Powhatan, to bid him make hafte, for he was prepared for his coming. 
‘As for them he knew they came to betray him at his fupper, but he would prevent 
them and all their other intended villanies, fo that they might be gone. Not long 
after came more meffengers to fee what news, not long after them others. Thus we 
fpent the night as vigilantly as they till it was high water, yet feemed to the favayec as 
friendly as they to us, and that we were fo defirous to give Powhatan content, as he 
requelted, we did leave him Edward Brynton to kill him fowl, and the Dutchmen to 
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finith his houfe; thinking at-our return from Pamaunkee the froft would be gone, 
and then we might find a better opportynity if neceflity did occafion it, little dreaming 
yet of the Dutchmen’s treachery, whofe humour well fuited this verfe : 


Is any free, that may not live as freely as he lit ? 
Let uslive fo, then we’re as free and brutifh as the beft. 


CHAP. IX. — How we efcaped furprifing at Pamaunkee. 


WE had no fooner fet fail but Powhatan returned, and fent Adam and Francis 
(two ftout Dutchmen) to James ‘Townz who feigning to Captain Winne that ail things 
were well, and that Captain Smith nat ufe of their arms, wherefore they requefted 
new (the which were given them) they told him their coming was for fome extraor- 
dinary tools and fhift of apparel, by which colourable excufe they obtained fix or 
feven more to their confederacy, fuch expert thieves, that prefently furnifhed them 
with a great many {words, pike-heads, pieces, fhot, powder, and fuch like, favages 
they had at hand to carry it away, and the next day they returned unfufpe@ed, 
leaving their confederates to follow, and in the interim to convey them fuch things as 
they could, for which fervice they fhould live with Powhatan, as his chief affected, 
free from thofe miferies that would happen to the colony. Samuel, their other confort, 
Powhatan kept for their pledge, whofe diligence had proyided them three hundred of 
their-kind of hatchets, the reft fifty fwords, eight pieces, and eight pikes. Brynton 
and Richard Salvage feeing the Dutchmen fo diligent to accommodate the favages 
with weapons, attempted to have gotten to James Town, but they were apprehended, 
and expected ever when to be put to death. 

Within two or three days we arrived at Pamaunkee, the king as many days enter- 
tained us with feafting and much mirth. And the day appointed to begin our trade, 
the prefident, Lieutenant Percie, Mr. Weft, Mr. Ruffell, Mr. Behethland, Mr. Crafhaw, 
Mr. Powell, Mr. Ford, and fome others to the number of fifteen, went up to Opechan- 
canough’s houfe a quarter of a mile from the river, where we found nothing but a 
lame fellow and a boy, and all the houfes round about of all things abandoned. Not 
long we ftayed ere the king arrived, and after him came divers of his people loaden 
with bows and arrows, but fuch pinching commodities, and thofe efteemed at fuch a 
value, as our captain began with the king after this manner : 

«© Opechancanough, the great love you profefs with your tongue feems mere deceit 
by your actions. Laft year you kindly freighted our fhip, but now you have invited 
me to ftarve with hunger, you know my want, and I your plenty, of which by fome 
means I muft have part, remember it is fit for kings to keep their promife. Here are 
my commodities, whereof take your choice, the reft I will proportion fit bargains for 
your people.’ 

The King feemed kindly to accept his offer, and the better to colour his project, 
fold us what they had to our own content, promifing the next day more company, 
better provided. The barges and pinnace being committed to the charge of 
Mr. Phetiplace, the prefident, with his old fifteen, marched up to the King’s houfe, 
where we found four or five men newly arrived, each with a great bafket. Not long 
after came the King, who with a ftrained cheerfulnefs held us with difcourfe what 
pain- he had taken to keep his promife ; till Mr. Ruffell brought us in news that we 
were all betrayed, for at leaft feven hundred favages well armed had environed the 
houfe and befet the fields. The King conjecturing what Ruffel related, we eon 
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well. perceive how the extremity of his fear bewrayed his intent, whereat fome of our 
company feeming difmayed with the thought of fuch a multltude, the captain: 
encouraged us to this effect: 

* Worthy countrymen, were the mifchiefs of my feeming friends no more than the 
danger of thefe enenties, I little cared were they as many more, if you dare do but as I. 
_ But this is my torment, that if I efcape them cur malicious council with their open 
mouthed minions, will make me fuch a peace-breaker (in their opinions in England} 
as will break my neck. I could wifh thofe here, that make thefe feem-faints and me 
an oppreffor. But this is the worft of all, wherein I pray you aid me- with your 
opinions. Should we begin with them and furprife the King, we cannot keep him 
and defend well ourfelves. If we fhould each (ill our man and fo proceed with all in 
the houfe, the reft will all fly, then fhall we get no more than the bodies that are flain,. 
and fo ftarve for victuals. ‘As for their fury it is the leaft danger, for well you know, 
being alone affaulted with two or three hundred of them, I made them by the help of 
God, compound to fave my life. And we are fixteen, and they but feven hundred at 
the moft ; and affure yourfelves, God will fo affift us that if you dare ftand but to 
difcharge your pieces, the very fmoke will be fuflicient to affright them. Yet how- 
foever, let us fight like men and «ot die like fheep, for by that means you know God 
hath ofven delivered me, and fo I truft will now. But firft I will deal with them to 
bring it to pafs we may fight for fomething, and draw them to it by conditions. If 
you like this motion promife me you,will be valiant.” 

The time not permitting any argument, all vowed to execute whatfoever he atteippted 
or die: whereupon the captain in plain terms told the King this: 

« J fee Opechancanough your plot to murder me, but I fear it not. As yet your 
men and mine have done no harm but by our direction. Take therefore your arms,. 
you fee mine, my body fhall be as naked as yours, the iflein your river is a fit place: 
if you be contented, and the conqueror of us two fhall be lord and mafter over all 
our men. If you have not enough take time to fetch more and bring what number 
you will, fo every one bring a bafket of corn, againft all which I will ftake the value 
in copper, you fee I have but fifteen, and our game fhall be, the conqueror take all.” 

The King being guarded with forty or fifty of his chief men, feenred kindly to: 
appeafe’ Smith’s fufpicion of unkindnels, by a great prefent at the door, they entreated 
him to receive ; this was to draw him out of the door, where the bait was guarded with 
at leaft two hundred men, and thirty lying under a great tree (that lay thwart as a 
barricado) each his arrow knocktready to fhoot. ‘The prefident commanded one to go fee 
what kind of deceit this was, and to receive the prefent, but he refufed to do it, yet 
the gentlemen and all the reft were importunate to go, but he would not permit them, 
being vexed at that coward: and commanded Lieutenant Percic, Mr. Weft, and the 
reft to make good the houfe, Mr. Powell and Mr. Behethland he commanded to 
guard the door, and in fuch a rage fnatched the King by his long lock in the midft of 
his men, with his piftol ready bent againft his breait. ‘Thus ke led the trembling 
King near dead with fear amongft all his people, who delivering the captain his vam- 
brace, bow, and arrows, all his men were eafily entreated to caft down their arms,. 
little dreaming any durft in that manner have ufed their King, who then to efcape 
himfelf betowed his prefents in good fadnefs, and caufing a great many of them 
come before him unarmed, holding the King by the hai: (as is faid) he fpake to them. 
to this effect : : ~ 

“ | fee (you Pamaunkees) the great defire you have to kill me, and my long fuffer- 
ing your injuries hath emboldened you to this prefumption. The caufe se for 
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borne your infolences is the promife I made you (before the God I ferve) to be your 
friend till you give me juft caufe to be your enemy. If I keep this vow my God will 
keep me, you cannot hurt me, if I break it, he will deftroy me. But if you thoot but 
one arrow to fhed one drop of blood of any of my men, or fteal the leaft of thefe 
beads or copper, I fpurn here before you with my foot ; you fhall fee I will not ceafe 
revenge (if once I begin’ fo long as I can hear where to find’one of your nation that 
will not deny the name of Pamaunkee. Iam not now at Raffaweak half drowned with 
mire, where you took me prifoner, yet then for keeping your promife and your good 
ufage and -faving my life, I fo affeét you, that your dentals of your treachery do half 
perfuade me to miftake myfelf. Butif I be the mark you aim at, here I fland, fhoot 
he that dare. You promifed to freight my fhip ere I departed, and fo you fhall, or I 
mean to load her with your dead carcaffes, yet, if as friends you will come and trade, 
I once more promife not to trouble you, except you give me the firft occafion; and your 
King fhall be free and be my friend, for I am not come to hurt him or any of you.” 

Upon this away went their bows and arrows, and men, women, and children, 
brought in their commodities, two or three hours they fo thronged about the prefident 
and fo overwearied him as he retired himfelf to reft, leaving Mr. Behethland and 
Mr. Pewell to receive their prefents ; but fome favages perceiving him faft afleep, and 
the guard fomewhat carelefsly difperfed, forty or fifty of their choice men, each with a 
club or an Englifh fword in his hand, began to enter the houfe, with two or three 
hundred others that preffed to fecond them. The noife and hafte they made in did 
fo Fake the houfe they awoke him from his fleep, and being half amazed with this 
fudden fight, betook him ftrait to his {word and target, Mr. Chrathaw and fome others 
charged in like manner, whereat they quickly thronged fafter back than before for- 
ward. ‘The houfe thus cleanfed, the King and fome of his ancients we kept yet with 
him, who with a long oration excufed this intrufion. The reft of the day was {pent 
with much kindnefs, the company again renewing their prefents with their beft provi- 
fions, and whatfoever he gave them they feemed therewith well contented. 

Now in the mean while fince our departure, this happened at our fort. Mr. Scri- 
vener having received letters from England, to make himfelf either Ceefar or nothing, 
he began to decline in his affeCtion to Captain Smith, that ever regarded him as himfelf, 
and was willing to crofs the furprifing of Powhatan. Some certain days after the pre- 
fident’s departure, he would necds go vifit the Ifle of Hogs, and took with him Cap- 
tain Waldo : though the prefident had appointed him to be ready to fecond his occafions) 
with Mr. Anthony Gofnoll and eight others ; but fo violent was the wind (that 
extreme frozen time) that the boat funk, but where or how none doth know. ‘The 
{kiff was much over-loaden, and would fcarce have lived in that extreme tempeft had 
fhe been empty ; but by no perfuafion he could be diverted, though both Waldo and 
an hundred others doubted as it happened. The favages were the firft that found their 
bodies, which fo much the more encouraged them to effect their projects. To advertife 
the prefident of this heavy news, none could be found would undertake it, but the 
journey was often refufed of all in the fort, until Mz. Richard Wyffin undertook alone 
the performance thereof. : 

In this journey he was encountered with many dangers and difficulties in all parts as 
he paffed. As for that night he lodged with Powhatan, perceiving fuch preparation 
for war, not finding the prefident there, he did affure himfelf fome mifchief was in- 
terded. Pocahontas hid him for a time, and fent them who purfued him the clean 
contrary way [0 feek him ; but by her means, and extraordinary bribes, and much 


trouble in three days travel, at length he found us in the midft of thefe turmoils. 
This 
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‘This unhappy news the prefident {wore him to conceal from the company, and fo dif 
fembling his forrow with the beft countenance he could, when the night approached. 
went fafely on board with all his foldiers; leaving Opechancanough at liberty, accord. 
ing to his promife, the better to have Powhatan in his return. : 

Now fo extremely Powhatan had threatened the death of his men, if they did not by 
fome means kill Captain Smith, that the next day they appointed all the country fhould 
come to trade unarmed ; yet unwilling to be treacherous, but that they were cogftrained, 
hating fighting awith him almoft as ill as hanging, fuch fear they had of bad fuccefs, 
The next morning the fun had not long appeared, but the fields appeared covered with 
people and bafkets, to tempt us on fhore ; but nothing was to be had without his pre- 
fence, nor they would not indure the fight of agun. When the prefident faw them 
begin to depart, being unwilling to loofe fuch a booty, he fo well contrived the pin- 
nace, and his barges with ambufcades, as only with Lieutenant Percy, Mr. Weft, and 
Mr. Ruffell, with their arms, went on fhore ; others he appointed unarmed to receive 
what was brought. The favages flocked before him in heaps, and the bank ferving as 
atrench fora retreat, he drew them fair open to his ambufcades. For he not being 
to be perfuaded to go vifit their king, the king knowing the moft of them unarmed, 
came to vifit him with two or three hundred men, in the form of two half mooffs; and 
with fome twenty men, and many women laden with painted bafkets. But when they 

-approached fomewhat near us, their women and children fled. For when they had 
environed and befet the fields inghis manner, they thought their purpofe fure, ‘et fo 
trembled with fear as they were Icarce able to nock their arrows ; Smith ftanding-with 
his three men ready bent, beholding them till they were within danger of our ambuf- 
cades, who upon the word difcovered themfelves, and he retired to the barge, <vhich 
the favages no fooner perceived than away they ‘fled, efteeming their heels for their 
beft advantage. 

‘That night we fent Mr. Chrafhaw and Mr. Ford to James Town, to Captain Winne. 
In. the way between Werowocomoco and the fort, they met four or five of the Dutch- 
men’s confederates going to Powhatan ; the which to excufe thofe gentlemen’s fufpicion 
of their running to the favages, returned to the fort, and there continued. 

The favages hearing our barge go down the river in the night, were fo terribly afraid, 
that we fent for more men (we having fo much threatened ‘their ruin, and the raifing of 
their houfes, boats, and wires), that the next day the King fent our captain a chain of 
pearl, to alter his purpofe and flay his men ; promifing, though they wanted themfelves, 
to freight our ship and bring it aboard to avoid fufpicion. So that five or fix days after, 
from all parts of the country within ten or twelve miles, inthe extreme froft and fnow, 
they brought us provifion on their naked backs. 

Yet notwithitanding this kindnefs and trade, had their art and poifon been fufficient, 
the prefident, Mr. Weft, and fome others, had been poifoned ; it made them fick, but 
expelled itfelf. Wecuttanow, a ftout young fellow, knowing he was fufpeéted for 
bringing this prefent of poifon, with forty or fifty of his chief companions (leeing the 
prefident but with a few men at Potauncak,) fo proudly braved it, as though he expett- 
ed to encounter a revenge. Which the prefident perceiving in the midit of his com- 
pany, did not only beat, but fpurned like a dog, as {corning to do him any worfe 
mifchief. Whereupon all of them fled into the woods, thinking they had done a great 
matter to have fo well efcaped; and the townfmen remaining, prefently freighted our 
barge to be rid of our companies; framing many excufes to excufe Wecuttanow, 
(being fon to their chief King, but Powhatan) and told us if we would thew them him 
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that brought the poifon, they would deliver him to us to punifh as we pleafed. Men 
may think it ftrange there fhould be fuch a ftir for a little corn ; bur hid it been gold, 
with more cafe we might have got it; and hadit wanted, the whole colony had ftarved. 
‘We may be thought very patient to endure all thofe injuries, yet only with fearing them 
we get what they had. Whereas if we had taken revenge, then, by their lols, we 
fhould have loft ourfelyes. We fearched alio the countrics of Youghtanund and Mat- 
tapaniens, where the people imparted that lide they had with fuch complaints and 
tears from the eyes of women and children, as he had been too cruel to have been a 
Chriftian, that weuld not have been fatish-d and moved with couipafion. Bat had 
this happened in Octuber, Noveniber, end December, when that unkappy difcovery of 
Monacan was made, we might have freighted a hip of forty tuns, and twice as much 
might have been had from the rivers of Rapahanock, Patawomek, and Pawruxunt. 

The main occafion of our thus temporizing with them was to part friends as we 
did, to give the Jefs caufe of fufpicion to Powhatan to fly, by whom we now returned 
with a purpofe to have furprifed him and his provifion. For elfecting whereof (when 
we came againft the town} the prefident fent Mr. Wyffin and Mr. Coe afhore to 
difcover and make way for his intended projet. But they found that thofe dammed 
Dutchmen had caufed: Powhatan to abandon his new houfe and Werowocomoco, and 
to carry away all his corn and provifion; and the people they found fo ill affetted, that 
they were in great doubt how to efcape with their lives. So the prefident finding his 
inten: fruftrated, and that there was nothing now togbe had, and therefore an unfit 
time vo revenge their abufes, fent Mr. Michael Phittiplace by land to James Town, 
where we failed with all the fpeed we could; we having in this journey (for twenty- 
five pcunds of copper, and fifty pounds of iron and beads) enough. to keep forty-fix 
men fix weeks, and every man for his reward a month’s provifion extraordinary (no 
trade being allowed but for the ftore); we got near two hundred pounds weight of 
deer fuet, and delivered to the Cape merchant four hundred and feventy-nine buthels 
of corn. 

Thofe ‘emporizing proceedings to fome may feem too charitable, to fuch a daily 
daring, treacherous people : to others not pleafing, that we wafhed not the ground with 
their blood, nor fhewed fuch ftrange inventions in mangling, murdering, ranfacking, 
and deftroying (as did the Spaniards) the fimple bodies of fuch ignorant fouls ; nor 
‘delightful, becaufe not ftuffed with relations of heaps and mines of gold and filver, 
nor fuch rare commodities as the Portuguele and Spaniards. found in the Eaft and Weft 
Indies ; the want whereof hath begot us (that were the firft undertakers) no lefs fcorn 
and contempt, than the noble conquefts and valiant adventures beautified with it, praife 
and honour. ‘Too much I confefs the world cannot attribute to their ever memorable 
merit : and to clear us from the blind world’s ignorant cenfure, thefe few words may 
fuffice any reafonable underftanding. 

‘It was the Spaniards good hap to happen inthofe parts where were infinite numbers 
of people, who had manured the ground with that providence, it aiforded victuals. at all 
times. And time had brought them to that perfection, they had the ule of gold and 
filver, and the moft of fuch commodities as thofe countries afforded : fo that, what 
the Spaniard got was chiefly the {poil and piliage of thofe country people, and not the 
labours of their own hands. But had thofe fruitful countries been as favage, as bar- 
barous, as ill peopled, as httle planted, laboured, and manured, as Virginia, their 
proper labours it is likely would have produced as {mall profit as uurs. But had Vir- 


ginia been peopled, planted, manured, and adorned with {uch {tore of precious jewels, 
and 
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und rich commodities as was the Indies, then had.we not gotten and done as much as by 
their examples might be expected from us; the world might then have traduced us and 
our merits, and have made fhame and infamy our recompence ahd reward. 

But we chanced in a land even as God made it, where we found only an idle, im- 
provident, fcattered people, ignorant of the knowledge of gold or filver, or any com-~ 
modities, and carelefs of any thing but from hand to mouth, except baubles of no 
worth; nothing to encourage us but what accidentally we found nature afforded ; 
which, ere we could bring to recompenfe our’ pains, defray our charges, and fatisfy 
our adventurers, we were to difcover the country, fubdue the people, bring them to 
be traCtable, civil, and induftrious, and teach them trades, that the fruits of their 
labours might make us fome recompence, or plant fuch colonies of our own, that muft 
firft make provifion how to live of themfelves, ere they can bring to perfection the 
commodities of the country, which doubtlefs will be as commodious for England as 
the Weft Indies for Spain, if it be rightly,managed, notwithftanding all our home- 
bred opinions that will argue the contrary, as formerly fome have done again{t the 
Spaniards and Portuguele. But to conclude, againft all ramour of opinion, I only 
fay this, for thofe that the three firft years began this plantation, notwithftanding all 
their factions, mutinies, and mif-ries, fo gently corrected and well prevented 3 perufe 
the Spanifh decades, the relations of Mr. Hackluit, and tell me how many ever, with 
fuch fmall means as a barge of twenty-two tons, fometimes with feven, eight, or nine, 
or but at moft twelve or fixteen men, did ever difcover fo many fair and navigable 
rivers, fubject to fo many fevetal kings, people, and nations, to obedience and contri- 
bution, with fo little blocdfhed. 

And if in the fearch of thofe countries we had happened where wealth had been, 
we had as furely had it as obedience and contribution; but if we have overtkipped it, 
we will not envy them that fhall find it: yet can we not but lament it was our fortunes 


to end, when we had but only learned how to begin, and found the right courfe how 
to proceed, 
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CHAP, X.—How the Savages became fubjec¥ to the Englifh. 


WHEN the fhips departed, all the provifion of the ftore (but that the prefident had 
gotten) was fo rotten with the laft fummer’s rain, and eaten with the rats and worms, 
as the hogs would fearcely eat it; yet it was the foldiers’ diet till our return, fo ‘that 
we found nothing done, but our victuals fpent, and the moft part of our tools, anda 
good part of our arms conveyed to the favages. But now cafting up the ftore, and 
finding fufficient till the next harveft, the fear of ftarving was abandoned, and the 
company divided into tens, fifteens, or as the bufinefs required; fix hours each day 
was {pent in work, the reft in paftime and merry exercifes; but the untowardnels of 
the greateft number caufed the prefident to advife as followeth : 

“ Countrymen, the long experience of our late miferies, I hope, is fufficient to per- 
fuade every one to a prefent corre@ion of himfelf, and think not that either my pains, 
nor the adventurers’ purfes, will ever maintain you in idlenefs and floth. I fpeak not 
this to you all, for divers of you I know deferve both nonour and reward, better than 
is yet here to be had; but the greater part muft be more induftrious or ftarve; Fowe 
ever you have been heretofore tolerated by the authority of the council, from that I 
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have often commanded you. You fee now that power refteth wholly in myfelf: you 
muft obey this now for a law; that he that will not work fhall not eat (except by fick- 
nefs he be difabled) ; for the labours of thirty or forty honeft and induftrious men hall 
not be confumed to maintain a hundred and fifty idle loiterers: and though you pre- 
fume the authority here is but a fhadow, and that I dare not touch the hves of any, 
but my own muft anfwer it, the letters patent fhall each week be read to you, whofe 
contents will tell you the contrary. I would wih you, therefore, without contempt, 
feek to obferve thefe orders fet down, for there are now no more counfellors to pro- 
teé you, nér curb my endeavours. Therefore, he that offendeth let him affuredly 
expect his due punifhment.”” ¥ 

He made alio a table, as a public memorial of every man’s deferts, to encourage 
the good, and with fhame to fpur on the reft to amendment. By this many became 
very induftrious, yet more by punifhment performed their bufinefs, for all were fo 
tafked, that there was no excufe could prévail to deceive him; yet the Dutchmen’s 
conforts fo clofely conveyed them powder, fhot, fwords, and tools, that though we 
could find the defect, we could not find by whom till it was too late. . 

All this time the Dutchmen remaining with Powhatan (who kindly entertained them 
to inftruét the favages the ufe of our arms), and thei¥ conforts not following them as 
they expected, to know the caufe they fent Francis, their companion, a ftout young 
fellow, difguifed like a favage, to the glafs-houfe, a place in the woods, near a mile 
from Tames Town, where was their rendezvous for all their unfufpected villainy. Fort 
men they procured to lie in ambufcade for Captain Smith, who no fooner heard of this 
Dutchman, but he fent to apprehend him (but he was gone) ; yet to crofs his return 
to Powhatan, the Captain prefently difpatched twenty fhot after him, himfelf return. 
ing from the glafs-houfe alone. By the way he encountered the King of Pafpahegh, a 
mott ftrong, ftout favage, whofe perfuafions not being able to perfuade him to his am- 
buh, feeing him only armed but with a falchion, attempted to have fhot him; but 
the prefident prevented his fhot by grappling with him, and the favages as well pre- 
vented him for drawing his falchion, and perforce bore him into the river to have 
drowned them. Lqpg they ftruggled in the water, till the prefident got fuch hold on 
his throat, he had near ftrangled the King ; but having drawn his falchion to cut off 
his head, feeing how pitifully he begged his life, he led him prifoner to James Town, 
and put him in chains. 

The Dutchman ere long was alfo brought in, whofe villainy, though all this time it 
was fufpeCted, yet he feigned fuch a formal excufe, that for want of language Captain 
Winne underftood him not rightly, and for their dealings with Powhatan, that to fave 
their lives they were conftrained to accommodate his arms, of whom he extremély 
complained to have detained them perforce, and that he made this efeape with the 
hazard of his life, and meant not to have returned, but was only walking in the 
woods to gather walnuts. Yet for all this fair tale there was fo fmall appearance of 
truth, and the plain confeffion of Pafpahegh of his treachery, he went by the heels, 
Smith purpofing to regain the Dutchmen by the faving his life. The poor favage did 
his beft by his daily meffengers to Powhatan, but all returned that the Dutchmen would 
not return, neither did Powhatan ftay them, and to bring them fifty miles on his men’s 
backs they were not able. Daily this King’s wives, children, and people came to vifit 
him with prefents, which he liverally beftowed to make his peace. Much truft they 
had ii. the prefident’s promife ; but the King finding his guard negligent, though fet- 
tered yet efcaped. Captain Winne thinking to purfue him, found fuch troops of 
favages to hinder his paflage, as they exchanged many vollies of fhot for flights of 
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arrows. Captain Smith hearing of this in returning to the fort, took two favages 
prifoners, called Kemps and Tuffore, the two moft exaé& villains in’ all the country. 
‘With thefe he fent Captain Winne and fifty choice men, and Lieutenant Percie, to have 
regained the King, and revenged this injury, and fo had done, if they had followed 
his directions, or been advifed with thofe two villains, that would have betrayed both 
King and kindred for a piece of copper; but he trifling away the night, the favages 
the next morning, by the rifing of the fun, braved him to come .afhore to fight: a 
good time both fides let fly at other, but we heard of no hurt, only they took two 
canoes, burnt the King’s houfe, and fo returned to James‘Town. . 

The prefident, fearing thofe bravadoes would but encourage the favages, began again 
himfelf to try his conclufions, whereby fix or feven were flain, as many made prifoners. 
He burnt their houfes, took their boats, with all their Sfhing wires, and planted fome 
of them at James Town for his own ufe, and now refolved not to ceafe till he had - 
revenged himfelf of all who had injured him: But in his journey paffing by Pafpa- 
hegh, towards Chickahamania, the favages did their beft to draw him to their ambuf- 
cades; but feeing him regardlefsly pafs their country, all thewed themfelves in their 
braveft manner. To try their valour-he could not but let fly; and ere he could land, 
they no fooner knew him, but they threw down their arms and defired peace. Their 
orator was a lufty young fellow, called Okaning, whofe worthy difcourfe deferveth to . 
be remembered. And thus it was: 

“ Captain Smith, my matter is here prefent in the company, thinking it Captain 
‘Winne, and not you, (of him he intended to have been revenged) having never cf- 
fended him. If he hath offended you in efcaping your imprifonment, the fifhes fwim, 
the fouls fly, and-the very beafts ftrive to efcape the fnare and live. Then blame pot 
him being a man. He would entreat you remember, you being a prifoner, what pains 
he took to fave your life. If fince he hath injured you, he was compelled to it: but 
howfoever, you have revenged it with our too great lofs. We perceive and well know 
you intend to deftroy us, that are here to intreat_and defire your friendfhip, and to 
enjoy our houfes, and plant our fields, of whofe fruit you fhall participate: otherwife 
you will have the worfe by our abfence ; for we can plant any ~_— , though with 
more labour; and we know you cannot live if you want our, harveft, and that relief 
we bring you. If you promife us peace, we will believe ; if you proceed in revenge, 
we will abandon the country.” . 

Upon thefe terms the prefident promifed them peace, till they did us injury, upon 
condition they fhould bring in provifion. Thus all departed good friends, and fo con- 
tinued till Smith left the country. 

Arriving at James Town,, complaint was made to the prefident, that the Chickaha- 
manians, who all this while continued trade, and feemed our friends, by colour thereof 
were the only thieves : and amongift other things a piftol being ftolen, and the thief 
fled, there was apprehended two proper young fellows, that were brothers, known to 
be his confederates. Now to regain this piftol, the one was imprifoned, the other 
was fent to return the piftol again within twelve hours, or his brother to be hanged : 
yet the prefident, pitying the poor naked favage in the dungeon, fent him victuals, and 
fome charcoal for a fire. Ere midnight his brother returned with the piftol ; but the 
poor favage in the dungeon was fo {mothered with the fmoke he had made, and fo 
piteoufly burnt, that we found him dead. The other moft Jamentably bewailed his 
death, and broke forth into fuch bitter agonies, that the prefident to quiet him told 
him, that if hereafter they would not fteal, he would make him alive again : but he 
Herle thought he could be recovered ; yet we doing our beft with aqua vite and vine- 
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gar, it plealed God to reftore him again to life, but fo drunk and affrighted, that he 
feemed lunatic, the which as much tormented and grieved the other, as before to fee 
him dead ; of which malady, upon promife of their good behaviour, the prefident 
promifed to recover him, and fo caufed him to be laid by a fire to fleep, who in the 
morning, having well flept, had recovered his perfect fenfes, and then being drefled 
of his burning, each a piece of copper given them, they went away fo well contented, 
that this was fpread among all the favages for a miracle, that Captain Smith could 
make a man alive that was dead. 

Another ingenious favage of Powhatans, having gotten a great bag of powder, and 
the back of an armour, at Werowocomoco, amongft many of his companions, to thew 
his extraordinary fkill, he dried it 6n the back, as he had feen the foldiers at James 
Town; but he dried it fo long, they peeping over it to fee his fkill, it took fire, and 
blew him to death, and one or two more, and the reft fo fcorched, that they had litile 
pleafure to meddle any more with powder. 

Thefe and many other fuch pretty accidents fo amazed and affrighted both Powhatan 
and all his people, that from all parts, with prefents, they defired peace, returning many 
ftolen things which we never demanded, nor thought of ; and after that, thofe that 
were taken ftealing, both Powhatan and his people have fent them back to James Town, 
to receive their punifhment; and all the country became abfolutely as fee for us as 
for themfelves. 


IAP. XI.— What was done in three Months, having Viétuals ; the Store devoured by 
Rats ; bow we lived three Months on fuch natural Fruits as the Country afforded. - 


NOW we fo quietly followed our bufinefs, that in three months we made three or 
four lafts of tar, pitch, and foap-afhes, produced a trial of glafs, made a well in the 
fort of excellent {weet water, which till then was wanting; built fome twenty houfes, 
recovered our church, provided nets and wires for fithing ; and to {top the diforders of 
our diforderly thieves, and the favages, built a blockhoufe in the neck of our ifle, kept by 
a garrifon to entgrtain the favages’ trade, and none to pafs or repafs, favage nor chriltian, 
without the prefldent’s order; thirty or forty acres of ground we digged and planted 5 
of three fows in eighteen months increafed fixty and odd pigs, and near five hundred 
chickens brought up themfelves, without having any meat given them ; but the hogs 
were tranfported to Hog Ifle, where alfo we built a blockhoufe, with a garrifon, to 
give us notice of any fhipping, and for their exercife they made a clapboard and wain- 
{cot, and cut down trees; we built alfoa fort for a retreat, near a convenient river, upon 
a high commanding hill, very hard to be affaulted, and eafy to be defended 5 but ere it 
was finifhed, this defect caufed a ftay. 7 : 

In fearching our cafked corn, we found it half rotten, and the reft fo confumed with 
fo many thoufands of rats, that increafed fo faft ; but their original was from the fhips, 
as we knew not how to keep that little we had. ‘This did drive us all to our wit’s end, 
for there was nothing in the country but what nafure afforded ; until this time, Kemps 
and Taffore were fettered prifoners, and did double tafk and taught us how to order 
and plant our fields, whom now for want of vidtuals we fet at liberty, but fo well they 
liked our companies, they did not defire to go from us, and to exprefs their loves, for 
fixteen days continuance the country people brought us (when leaft) one hundred a 
day of fquirrels, turkies, deer, and other wild beafts : but this want of corn occafioned 
the end of all our works, it being work fufficient to provide victuals. ° Sixty or eighty, 
with Enfign Laxon, were fent down the river to live upon oyfters, and twenty, with 
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Lieutenant Percy, to try for fifhing at Point Comfort ; but ini fix weeks they would not 
agree once to caft out the net, he being fick and burnt fore with gunpowder. Mr. 
‘Weft with as many went up to the falls, but nothing could be found but a few acorns ; 
of that in ftore every man had his equal proportion. Till this prefent, by the ha- 
zard and endeavours of fome thirtyor forty,this whole colony had ever been fed; we had 
more fturgeon than could be devoured by\dog and man, of which the induftrious, bydry- 
ing and pounding, mingled with caviare, forell, and other wholefome herbs, would make 
bread and good meat ; others would gather as much tockwhogh roots in a day as would 
make them bread a week ; fo that of thofe wild fruits, and what we caught; we lived 
very well in regard of fuch a diet ; but fuch was the ftrange condition of fome hnndred 
and fifty, that had they not been forced, nolens, ‘volens, perforce to gather and prepare 
their victuals, they would all have ftarved, or have eaten one another. Of thofe wild 
fruits the favages often brought us, and for that the prefident would not fulfil the un. 
yeafonable defire of thofe diftra&ted gluttonous loiterers, to fell not only our kettles, 
hoes, tools, and iron, nay, fwords, pieces, andthe very ordnance and houfes, might 
they have prevailed to have been but idle; for thofe favage fruits, they would have 
imparted all to the favages, efpecially for one bafket of corn they heard of to be at 
Powhatan, fifty miles from our forty ‘Though he bought near half of it to fatisfy their 
humours, yet to have had the other half they would have fold their fouls, though not 
fufficient to have kept them a week, Thoufands were their exclamations, fuggeftions, 
and devices, to force him to thofe bafe inventions, to have made it an occafion to aban- 
don the country. Want perforce conftrained him to endure their exclaiming follies, 
till he found out the author, one Dyer, a moft crafty fellow, and his ancient maligner, 
whom he worthily pwnifhed, and with the reft he argued the cafe in this manner : 

* Fellow foldiers, I did-little think any fo falfe to report, or fo many to be fo fimple to 
be perfuaded, that I either intend to ftarve you, or that Powhatan at this prefent hath 
corn for himfelf, much lefs for you; or that I would not have it, if I knew where it © 
was to bead: neither did 1 think any fo malicious as I now fee a great many ; yet it 
fhall not fo paffionate me, but I will do my beft for my moft maligner. But dream no 
longer of this vain hope from Powhatan; not that I will longer forbearfo force you from 
your idlenefs, and punifh you if you rail; but if I find any more runners for Newfound- 
jand with the pinnace, let him affuredly look to arrive at the gallows. You cannot deny 
but that by the hazard of my life many a time IJ have faved yours, when (might your 
own wills have prevailed,) you would have ftarved ; and will do ftill whether I will or 
no; but I proteft by that God that made me, fince neceffity hath not power to force 
you to gather for yourfelves thofe fruits the earth doth yield, you fhall not only gather 
for yourfelves, but thofe that are fick. As yet I never had more from the ftore than 
the worit of you, and all my Englith extraordinary provifion that I have, you fhall fee 
me divide it amongft the fick ; and this favage trafh you fo feornfully repine at, being 
put in your mouths, your ftomachs can digeft ; if you would have better, you fhould 
have brought it, and therefore I will take a courfe you fhall provide what is to be had. 
The fick {ball not ftarve, but equally fhare of all our labours ; and he that gathereth: 
not every day as much as I do, the next day fhall be fet beyond the river, and be 
banithed from the fort as a drone, till he amend his conditions or ftarve.”? But fome 
would fay with Seneca, 


J know thofe things thon fay’ft are true, good nurfe,, 
Bat fory forceth me to foilow worfe ; 

My miod is hurricd headlong up and dowa, 

Deiiring better couutel, yet finds none, 
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This order many murmured was very cruel; but it caufed the moft part to fo well be- 
ftirthemfelves, that of two hundred, (except they were drowned) there died not paft feven; 
as for Capfain Winne and Mr. Leigh, they were dead ere this want happened, and the 
reft died not for want of fuch as preferved the reft; many were billetted amongift the 
favages, whereby we knew all their paffages, fields, and habitations, how to gather 
and ufe their fruits as well as themfelves ; for they knew we had fuch a commanding 
power at James Town, they durft not wrong us of a pin. 

So well thofe poor favages ufed us that were thus billetted, that divers of the foldiers 
ran away fo fearch Kemps and Taffore our old prifoners. Glad were thefe favages 
to have fuch an opportunity to teftify their love unto us; for inftead of entertaining 
them, and fuch things as they had ftolen, with all their great offers and promifes they 
made them how to revenge their injuries upon Captain Smith. Kemps firft made him- 
felf {port, in fhewing his countrymen (by them) how he was ufed, feeding them with this 
law, who would not work muft not eat, till they were near ftarved indeed, continually 
threatening to beat them to death ; neither could they get from him, till he and his 
conforts brought them perforce to our captain, that fo well contented him and punifhed 
them, as many others that intended alfo to follow them, were rather contented to labour 
at home, than adventure to live idly amongft the‘avages (of whom there was more 
hope to make better Chriftians and good fubjects, than the one-half of thofethat coun- 
terfeited themfelves both). For fo afraid were all thofe kings and the better fort of the 
people to difpleafe us, that fome of the bafer forf that we have extremely hurt and 
putathed for their villanies, would hire us we fhould not tellit to their kings or coun- 
trymen, who would alfo re-punith them, and yet return them to James Town to content 
the prefident for a teftimony of their loves. 

Mr. Sicklemore well returned from Chawwonoke ; but found little hope, and lefs 
certainty of them were left by Sir Walter Raleigh. The river he faw was not great, 
-the people few, the country moft overgrown with pines, where there did grow here 
and there ftragglingly pemminaw, we call filk-grafs. But by the river the ground was 
good, and exceeding fertile. 

Mr. “Jathaniel Powell and Anas Todkill were alfo by the Quiyoughquohanocks con- 
duéted to the Mangoags to fearch them there ; but nothing could they learn but they 
were alldead. This honeft proper good promife-keeping King, of all the reft did ever 
beft affe& us, and though to his falfe gods he was very zealous, yet he would confefs 
our God as much exceeded his as our guns did his bow and arrows, often fending our 
prefident many prefents, to pray to his God for rain or his corn would perifh, for his 
gods were angry. Threedays journey they conducted them through the woods, into 
a high country towards the fouth-weft, where they faw here and there a little corn 
field, by fome little {pring or fmall brook, but no river they could fee : the people in 
all refpeéts like the reft, except their language : they live moft upon roots, fruits and 
wild beafts ; and trade with them towards the fea and the fatter countries for dried fith 
and corn, for fkins. 

Alt this time to recover the Dutchmen and one Bentley, another fugitive, we employed 
one William Volday, a Swifs by birth, with pardons and promifes to regain them. 
Little we then fufpected this double villain of any villainy, who plainly taught us, in 
the moft truft wes the greateft treafon ; for this wicked hypocrite, by the feeming hate 
he bore to the lewd conditions of his curfed countrymen, (having this opportunity by . 
his employment to regain them,) conveyed them every thing they defired to effe& their 
Frojects, to deftroy the colony. With much devotion they expeéted the Spaniards, to 
whom ‘they intended good fervice, or any other, that would, but carry them trom us. 

: But 
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But to begin with the firft opportunity: they fecing..néceffity ‘thus’ enforced us to 
difperfe ourfelves, importuned Powhatan to lend them but his forces; and they would 
not only deftroy our hogs, fire our town, and betray our pinnace, but bring to his 
fervice and fubjection the moft of our company. With this plot they had acquainted 
many difcontents, and many were agreed to their devilith practice. But one Thomas 
Doule, and Thomas Mallard (whole Chriftian hearts relented at fuch an unchriftian 
aé) voluntarily revealed it to Captain Smith, who caufed them to conceal it, petfuading 
Doufe and Mallard to proceed in their confederacy : only to bring the irreclaimable 
Dutchmen and the inconftant favagesin fuch a manner amongft fuch ambufcadoes as he 
had prepared, that not many of them fhould return from our peninfula. But this brute 
coming to the ears of the impatient multitude, they fo importuned the prefident to cut 
off thofe Dutchmen, as amongft many that offered to cut their throats before the face 
of Powhatan, the firft was Lieutenant Percy, and Mr. John Cudcrington, two gentle- 
men of as bold refolute fpirits as could poffibly be found. But the prefident had 
occafion of other employment for them, and gave way to Mr. Wyffin and ferjeant 
Jeffry Abbot, to go and ftab them or fhoot them. But the Dutchmen made fuch ex- 
cufes, accufing Volday, whom they fuppofed had revealed their project, as Abbot would 
not, yet Wyffin would, perceiving it but deccit. “Che King underftanding of this their 
employment, fent prefently his meffengers to Captain Sinith to fignify it was not his 
fault to detain them, nor hinder his men from executing his command: nor did he nor 
would he maintain them, or any to occafion his difpleafure. 

But whilft this bufinefs was in hand, arrived one Captain Argall, and Mr, Thomas 
Sedan, fent by Mr. Cornelius to truck with the colony, and fith for fturgeon, with a 
fhip well furnifhed with wine, and much other good provifion. Though it was not fent 
ts, our neceflities was fuch as enforced us to take it. He brought us news of a great 
fapply, and preparation for the Lord La Warre, with letters that much taxed our pre- 
fident for his hard dealing with the favages, and not returning the fhips freighted. 
Notwithftanding, we kept this fhip till the fleet arrived. True it is Argall loft his voy~ 
age, but we revictualled him, and fent him for England, with a true relation of the 
caules of our defailments, and how impoffible it was to return that wealth they expected, 
or obferve their inftructions to endure the favages’ infolence, or do any thing to any 
purpofe, except they would fend us men and means that could produce that they fo 
much defired : otherwife all they did was loft, and could not but come to confufion. 
The villainy of Volday we ftill diflembled. Adam, upon his pardon, came home; but 
Samuel ftill ftayed with Powhatan, to hear further of their eftates by this fupply. Now 
all their plots Smith fo well underftood, they were his beft advantages to fecure us 
from any treachery could be done by them or the favages: which with facility he could 
revenge when he would, becaufe all thofe countries more feared him than Powhatan, 
and he had fuch parties with all his bordering neighbours ; and many of the reft for 
love or fear would have done any thing he would have them, upon any commotion, 
though thefe fugitives had doneall they could to perfuade Powhatan King James would 
kill Smith, for ufing him and his people fo unkindly. 

By this vou may fee for all thofe croffes, treacheries, and diffentions, how he wreftled 
and overcame (without bloodfhed) all that happened ; alfo what good was done ; how 
few died ; what food the country naturally afforded ; what {mall caufe there is men 
fhould Rarve, or be murdered by the favages, that have diferetion to manage them with 
courage and induflry. The two firft years, though by his adventures, he had-oft 
brought the favages to a tractable trade, yet you fee how the envious authority ever 
crofled him, and fraftrated his beft endeavours. But it wrought in him that expe- 
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tience-and eftimation amongft the favages, as otherwife it had. heen. impoflible he had 
éver effected that he did. Notwithftanding the many miferable, yet .generous and 
worthy adventures, he had oft and long endured in the wide world, yet, in this cafe he 
was again to learn his leGture by experience. Which with thus much ado having 
obtained, it was his ill chance to end, when he had but only learned how to begin. 
And though he left thofe unknown difficulties (made eafy and familiar) to his unlawful 
fucceflors, (who, only by living in James Town, prefumed to know more than all the 
world could direé&t them :) now though they had all his foldiers, with a triple power, 
and twice triple better means ; by what they have done in his abfence, the world may 
fee what they would have done in his prefence, had he not prevented their indifcretions : 
it doth juftly prove, what caufe he had fo fend them for England, and that he was nei- 
ther factious, mutinous, nor difhoneft. But they have made it more plain fince his 
return for England; having his abfolute authority freely in their power, with all the 
advantages and opportunity that his labours had effeGted. As I am forry their actions - 
have made it fo manifeft, fo I am unwilling to fay what reafon doth compel me, 
but only to make apparent the truth, leaft I fhould feem partial, reafonlefs, and 
malicious. 


~ 


CHAP, XI. — The Arrival of the third Supply. 


TO redrefs thofe jars and ill proceedings, the treafurer, council, and company of 
Virginia, not finding that return and profit they expe¢ted ; and them engaged there 
not havitig means to fubfift of themfelves, made means to His Majefty to call in their 
commiflion and take a new in their own names, as in their own publication, 1610, you 
may read at large. Having thus annihilated the old by virtue of a commiffion made 
to the Right Honourable Sir Thomas Weft, Lord de la Warre, to be General of 
Virginia, Sir Thomas Gates, his lieutenant, Sir George Somers, admiral, Sir Thomas 
Dale, high marfhal, Sir Ferdinando Wainman, general of the horfe, and fo all other 
offices to many other worthy gentlemen for their lives, (though not any of them had 
ever been in Virginia, except Captain Newport, who was alfo by patent made vice- 
admiral}; thofe noble gentlemen drew in fuch great fums of money, that they fent 

- Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, and Captain Newport, with nine fhips and 
five hundred people, who had each of them a commiffion, who firft arrived to call in 
the old, without the knowledge or confent of them that had endured all thofe former 
dangers to beat the path, not any regard had at all of them. All things being ready, 
becaufe thofe three captains could not agree for place, it was concluded they fhould 
go all in one fhip, fo all their three commiflions were in that fhip with them called the 
Sea-Venture, They fet fail from England in May 1609. A fmall catch perifhed at 
fea in a hericano, the admiral with an hundred and fifty men, with the two knights, 
and their new commiffions, their bills of loading, with all manner of dire€tions, and 
the moft part of their provifion arrived not. With the other feven fhips, as captains, 
arrived Ratliffe, whofe right names (as is faid) was Sicklemore, Martin, and Archer, 
with Captain Wood, Captain Webbe, Captain Moone, Captain King, Cap‘ain Davis, 
and divers gentlemen of good means and great parentage. But the firft as they had 
been troublefome at fea began again to mar all afhore, for though (as is faid) they 
were formerly fent for England, yet now returning again, graced by the titles of 
captains of the paffengers, feeing the admiral wanting, and great probability of her 


lofs, ftrengthened themfelves with thofe new companies, fo exclaiming againit Captain 
Smith. that they martally hated him exe over they faa him Whrn cndovflann icine hese 
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his {couts, the arrival of fuch a fleet, little dreaming of any fucht fuppty, fuppofed them 
Spaniards. But he quickly fo determined and ordered our affairs, as we little feared 
their arrival, nor the fuecefs of our encounter; nor were the favages any way negli- 
gent for the moft part to aid and affift us with their beft power. Had it fo been we 
had been happy, for we would not have trufted them but as our foes, where receiving 
them as our countrymen and friends, they did what they could to murder our prefi- 
dent, to furprife the ftore, the fort, and our lodgings, to ufurp the government, and 
make us all their fervants and flaves till they couid confume us and our remembrance 5 
and rather indeed to fupplant us then fupply us, as Mr. William Box, an honeft gen- 
tleman in this voyage, thus relateth. : 

In the tail of a hurricane we were feparated from the admiral, which although it 
was but the remainder of that ftorm, there is feldom any fuch in England, or thofe 
- northern parts of Europe. Some loft their mafts, fome their fails blown from their 
yards; the feas fo over-raking our fhips, much of our provifion was fpoiled, our fleet 
feparated, and our men fick, and many died, and in this miferable flate we arrived at 
Virginia. - 

But in this {torm, 

When rattling thunder ran along the clouds, 

Did not the Lilors poor, and mafters proud, 

A terror feel as ftruck with fear of God : 

Did not their trembling joints then dread his rod, 


Leatt for foul deeds and black mouth’d blafphemies, 
The rueful time be come that vengeance cries ? 


To a thoufand mifchiefs thofe lewd captains led this lewd company, wherein were 
many unruly gallants, packed thither by their friends to efcape ill deftinies, and thofe 
would difpofe and determine of the government, fometimes to one, the next day to 
another, to-day the old commiffion muft rule, to-morrow the new, the next day ~ 
neither, in fine they would rule all or ruin all: yet in charity we muft endure them 
thus to deftroy us, or by correéting their follies, have brought the world’s cenfsre upon 
us to be guilty of their bloods. Happy had we been had they never arrived, and we 
for ever abandoned, and as we were left to our fortunes, for on earth for the number 
was never more confufion or mifery, than their fa@tions occafioned. 

The prefident feeing the defire thofe braves had to rule, fecing how his authority 
was fo unexpectedly changed, would willingly have left all, and have returned for 
England. But feeing there was fmall hope this new commiffion would arrive, longer 
he would not fuffer thofe factious {pirits to proceed. It would be too tedious, too 
ftrange, and almoft incredible, fhould I particularly relate the infinite dangers, plots, 
and practices, he daily efcaped amongft this faCtious crew, the chief whereof he quickly 
laid by the heels, till his leifure better ferved to do them juftice, and to take away all 
occafions of further mifchief; Mr. Percie had his requeft granted to return for England, 
being very fick; and Mr. Weft with Pp hundred and twenty of the belt he could 
choofe, he fent to the Falles; Martin with near as many to Nandfamund, with their 
due proportions of all provifions according to their numbers. 

Now the prefident’s year being near expired he made Captain Martin prefident to 
follow the order for the election of a prefident every year, but he knowing his own 
infufficiency and the companies’ untowardnefs and little regard of him, within three 
hours after refigned it again to Captain Smith, and at Nandfamund thus proceeded, 
The people being contributers ufed him kindly, yet‘ fuch was his jealous fear, in the 


midft of their mirth he did furprife this poor naked king with his monuments, houfes, 
Oo2 and - 


ap0 SMITH’S. VIRGINIA. 


andttieifle:he inhabited, and there: fortified bimfelf, but fo.apparently. diftratted with 
fear; as: emboldened the favages.to affault-him, kill -his men, releafe their king, gather 
and carry away a thoufand buthels of corn, he not once offering to intercept them ; 
but fent to the prefident, then at. the Falls, for thirty good fhot, which from James 
Town immediately was fent him. But he fo well employed them they did juft nothing, 
but returned complaining of his tendernefs, yet he came away with them to James 
Town, leaving his company to their fortunes. : 

Here I cannot omit the courage of George Forreft, that had feventeen arrows ftick- 
ing in hinr and one fhot through him, yet lived fix or feven days, as if he had {mall 
hurt, then for want of chirurgery died, 

Mr. Welt having feated his men by the Falls, prefently returned to revifit James 
‘Town, the prefident followed him to fee that company feated, met him by the way, 
wondering at his fo quick return, and found his company planted fo inconfiderately 
in a place not only fubjeét to the river’s inundation, but round environed with many 
intolerable inconveniences. 

For remedy whereof he prefently fent to Powhatan to fell him the place called 
Powhatan, promifing to defend him againft the Monacans. And thefe fhould be-his 
conditions, (with his people) to refign him the fort and houfes, and all that country 
for a proportion of ccpper ; that all ftealing offenders fhould be fent him; there to 
receive their punifhment; that every houfe as a cuftom fhould pay him a bufhel of 
corn for an inch fquare of copper, and a proportion of pocones, as a yearly tribute to 
King James for their protection, as a duty ; what elfe they could fpare to barter at 
their beft difcretion. 7 

Bvt both this excellent place and thofe good conditions did thofe furies refufe, con- 
temning both him, his kind care and authority. So much they depended on the Lord- 
General’s new commflion, as they regarded none: the worft they could do to fhew 
their fpite they did; fuppofing all the Monacan’s country, gold; and none fhould. 
come there but whom they pleafed. Ido more than wonder to think how only with 
five mer. he either durft or would adventure as he did, (knowing how greedy they 
were of his blood) to land amongft them, and commit to imprifonment ail the chieftains 


_of thofe mutinies, till by their multitudes, being an hundred and twenty, they forced him 
‘to retire ; yet in that interim he furprifed one of their boats, wherewith he returned to - 


their fhip ;_ where indeed was their provifion, which alfo he took; and well it chanced 
he found the mariners fo tra@table and conftant, or there had been fimall peflibility he 
had ever efcaped. ‘here were divers other of better reafon and experience, that from 
their firft landing, hearing the general good report of his old foldiers, and feeing with 
their eyes his actions fo well managed with difcretion, as Captain Wood, Captain 
Webbe, Captain Moone, Captain Fitz-James, Mr. William Powell, Mr. Patridge, Mr. 
‘White, and divers others, when they perceive the malice of Ratlife and Archer, and, 
their faction, left their companies, and ever refted his faithful friends. But the worft 
was that the poor favages, that daily brought in their contribution to the prefident, that. 
diforderly company fo tormented thofe poor fofils, by flealing their corn, robbing their 
gardens, beating them, breaking their houfes, and keeping fome prifoners that they 
daily complained to Captain Smith, he had brought them for protectors, worfe enemies 
then the Monacans theméelvés : which, though tll then, for his love they. had endured, 
they defired pardon if herearter they defended themfelves ; fince he would not correé& 
them, as they had long expeéted he would. So much they importuned him to punifh 
their mifdemeanors, as they offered (if he would lead them) to fight for him againft 
them. But having fpent nine days in feeking to reclaim them; fhewing them how 

much 
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fiaelethey did abule themfelves with thefe great gilded-hopes bf thetSouth Sea. mines, 
é@itimodities, or victories, they fo madly conceived ; then feeing nothing would prevail, 
héfet fail for James Town. : i igs 3 

: Thus oft se fee from {mall green wounds, and from alittle grief, 


A greater fore and ficknefs grows, than will admit relief, 
For thus themfelves they did ‘beguile, and with the reft play’d thief. 


Now no fooner was the thip under fail, but the favages aflaulted thofe hundred and 
twenty in their fort, finding fome ftraggling abroad in the woods: they flew many, and 
fo affrighted the reft, as their prifoners efcaped, and they fafely retired, with the fwords 
and cloaks of thofe they had flain. But ere we had failed half a league, our fhip 
grounding, gave us once more liberty to fummon them toa parley ; where we found 
them all fo ftrangely amazed with this poor filly affault of twelve favages, that they 
fubmitted themfelves upon any terms to the prefident’s mercy ; who prefently put by 
the heels fix or feven of the chicf offenders: the reft he feated gallantly at Powhatan, in 
that favage fort, ready built, and prettily fortified with poles and barks of trees, fuf- 
ficient to have defended them from all the favages in Virginia, dry houfes for lodgings, 
and near two hundred acres of ground ready to be planted, and no place we knew fo 
ftrong, fo pleafant, and delightful in Virginia, for which we called it Non-fuch. The 
favages alfo he prefently appeafed, re-delivering to either party their former loffes. 
Thusall were friends. . : 

New officers appointed to command, and the prefident again ready to depart, at that 
inftant arrived Captain Welt, whofe'gentle nature (by the perfuafions and compaffion 
of thofe umtinous prifoners, alledging they had only done this for his honour). was fo 
much abufed, that to regain their old hopes, new turboils did arife. For they athore 
being poffefled of all their viduals, munition, and every thing, grew tothat height in 
their former factions, as the prefident left them to their fortunes; they returned agair 
to the open air at Welts Fort, abandoning Non-fuch, and he to James Town with his 
beft expedition, but this happened him in that journey. 

Sleeping in his boat, (for the thip was returned two days before) accidentally, one 
fired his powder-bag, which tore the flefh from his body and thighs, nine or ten inches. 
fquare in a moft pinful manner, but to quench the tormenting fire, frying him in his 
cloaths, he leaped overboard into the deep river, where ere they could recover him he 
was near drowned. In this ftate without either furgeon or furgezy, he was to go near 
ahundred miles. Arriving at James ‘Town, caufing all things to be prepared for peace 
or war to obtain provifion, whilft thofe things were providing, Ratlifle, Archer, and the 
reft of their confederates, being to come to their trials; their guilty confciences, fegring 
a juft reward for their deferts, feeing the prefident unable to ftand, and near bereft of 
his fenfes by reafon of his torment, they had plotied to have murdered him in his bed, 
But his heart did fail him that thould have given fire to that mercilefs piftol. So not. 
finding that courfe to be the bef, they joined together to ufurp the government, there- 
by to efcape their punifhment. ‘lhe prefident had notice of their projeéts, the which: 
to withitand, though his old foldiers importuned him but permit them to take their heads: 
that would refift his command, yet he would not fuffer them, but fent for the. mafters 
of the fhips, and took order with them for his return for England.” Sceing there was: 
neither furgeon nor furgery in the fort to cure his hurt, and the.fhips te depart the 
next day, his commiftion to be fupprefled he knew not why, himfelf and foldiers +o be 
rewarded he knew not how, and a new commiflion granted they knew notto whom, 
{the which difabled that authority he had, as made them. prefume fo oft te thofe 

mutinies: 


oe 
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mnutinies.as they did :) befides fo grievous. were -his. wounds, and fo cruel his torments 
(few.expecting-he could live) nor was he. able to follow his bufinefs to-regain what they 
had loft, fupprefs thofe faGtions, and range the countries’ for provifion as he intended 3 
and well he knew in thofe affairs his own attions and prefence was as requifite as his 
directions, which now could not be, he went prefently abroad, refolving there to appoint 
them governors, and to take order for the mutineers, but he could find none, he 
thought fit for it, would accept it. In the mean time, feeing him gone, they perfuaded 
Mr. Percy to ftay, who was then to go for England, and be their prefident. Within 
lefs than at. hour was this mutation begun and cogclided. For when the company 
underftood Smith would leave them, and faw the reft in arms called prefidents and 
councillors, divers began to fawn on thofe new commanders, that now bent all their 
wits to get him refign them his commiffion: who after much ado and many bitter 
repulfes ; that their confufion (which he told them was at their elbows) fhould not be 
attributed to him, for leaving the colony without a commiflion, he was not unwilling 
they fhould fteal it, but never would he give it to fuch as they. And thus, 


Strange violent forces drew us on unwilling, 
Reafon perfuading ’gainft our loves rebelling 5 
We faw and knew the better, ah curfe accurft, 
That notwithftanding we embrace the worft 


But had that unhappy blaft not happened, he would quickly have qualified the heat 
of thufe humors and factions, had the fhips but once Ieft them and us to our fortunes, 
and have made that provifion from among the favages, as we neither feared Spaniard, 
favage, nor famine; nor would have left, Virginia, nor our lawful authority, but at as 
dear a price as we had bought it, and paid for it. What fhall I fay but thus, we left 
him, that in all his proceedings, made juttice his firft guide, and experience his fecond, 
even hating bafenefs, floth, pride, and indignity, more than any dangers; that never 
allowed more for himfelf than his foldiers with him ; that upon no danger would fend 
them where he would not lead them himfelf; that would never fee us want, what he 
either haa, or could by any means get us; that would rather want than borrow, or 
flarve than not pay; that loved a@tion more than words, and hated falfhood and 
ai are worfe than death ; whofe adventures were our lives, and whofe lofs our 
deaths. 

Leaving us thus with three fhips, feven boats, commodities ready to trade, the har- 
velt newly gathered, ten weeks provifion in the ftore, four hundred ninety and odd 
perfons, twenty-four pieces of ordnance, three hundred mufkets, fnaphances, and fire- 
locks, fhot, powder, and match fufficient, curats, pikes, fwords, and morrios, more 
than men; the favages, their language, and habitations well known to an hundred 
well-trained and expert foldiers, nets for fithing, tools of all forts to work, apparel to 
fupply our wants, fix mares and a horfe, five or fix hundred fwine, as many hens and 
chickens, fome goats, fome fheep, what was brought or bred there remained. But they 
regarding nothing but from hand to mouth, did confume what we had, took care for 
nothing, but to perfect fome colourable complaints againft Captain Smith ; for effeCting 
whereof, three weeks longer they ftayed the fhips, till they could produce them. That 
time and charge might-much better have been fpent, but it fuited well-with the reft of 
their difcretions. : 

Be‘ides James Town, that was ftrongly pallifadoed, containing fome fifty or fixty 
houfes, he left five or fix other feveral ine and plantatians; though they were not {fo 
fumptuous as our fucceffors expetted, they were better than they provided any for us, 

ATT 
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All-this time we’had but one carpenter in the country, and three others that could ‘do 
Httle, but defired to be learners, two blackfmiths, two failors, and thofewe write las 
Bourers were for moft part footmen, and fuch as they that were adventurers brought 
to attend them, or fuich as they could perfuade to go with them, that never did know 
what a day’s work was, except the Dutchmen and Poles, and fome dozen other ; fox 
all the reft were poor gentlemen, tradefmen, ferving-men, libertines, and fuch like, ten 
times more fit to fpoil a commonwealth, than either begin one, or but help to maintain 
one: for when neither the fear of God, nor the law, nor fhame, nor difpleafure of their 
friends, could rule them here, there is {mall hope ever to bring one in twenty of them 
ever to be good there. Notwithftanding, I confefs divers amongft them had better 
minds, and grew much more induftrious than was expected; yet ten good workmen 
would have done more fubftantial work in a day, than ten of them in a week ; there. 
fore men may rather wonder how we could do fo much, than ule us fo badly, becaufe 
we did no more, but leave thofe examples to make others beware, and the fruits of all, 
we know not for whom. 

But to fee the juftice of God upon thefe Dutchmen ; Valdo before fpoke of, made a 
fhift to get for England, where perfvading the merchants what rich mines he had found, 
and great fervice he would do them, was very well rewarded, and returned with’ the 
Lord La Warre; but being found a mere impoftor, he died moft miferably. Adam 
and Francis, his two conforts, were fled again to Powhatan, to whom they promifed, 
at the arrival of my Lord, what wonders they would do, would he fuffer them but to 
go to him; but the King feeing they would be gone, replied, You, that would have 
betrayed Captain Smith to me, will certainly betray me to this great Lord for your 
peace : fo caufed his men to beat out their brains. wos 

To conclude, the greateft honour that ever belonged to the greateft monarchs, was 
the enlarging their dominions, and erecting commonwealths. Yet, howfoever any of 
them have attributed to themfelves the conquerors of the world, there is more of the 
world never heard of them, than ever any of them all had in fubjection ; for the Medes, 
Perfians, and Affyrians never conquered all Afia, nor the Grecians but part of Europe 
and Afia: the Romans, indeed, hada great part of both, as well as Africa; but as for 
all the northern parts of Europe and Afia, the interior fouthern and weftern parts of 
Africa, all America and Terra Incognita, they were all ignorant : nor is our knowledge 
yet but fuperficial : that their beginnings, ending, and limitations, were proportioned 
by the Almighty is moft evident; but to confider of what {mall means many of them 
have begun is wonderful ; for fome write that even Rome herfelf, during the reign of 
Romulus, exceeded not the number of a thoufand houfes, and Carthage grew fo great 
a potentate, that at firft was but encircled in the thongs of a bulls fkin, as to fight with 
Rome for the empire cf the world. Yea, Venice, at this time the admiration of the 
earth, was at firft but a marfh, inhabited by poor fifhermen; and likewile Ninevie, 
Thebes, Babylon, Delus, Troy, Athens, Mycena, and Sparta, grew from {mall begin- 
nings to be moft famous ftates, though now they retain little more than a naked name, 
Now this our young commonwealth, in Virginia, as you have read, once confifted but of 
thirty-eight perfons, and in two years increafed but to two hundred; yet by this finall 
means, fo highly was approved the plantation in Virginia, as how many lords, with worthy 
knights, and brave gentlemen, pretended to fee it, and fome did, and now.after the 
expence of fifteen years more, and fuch maffy fums of men and money, they grow dif. 
animated. If we truly confider our proceedings with the Spaniards, and the reft, we 
have no reafon to defpair, for with fo fmall charge, they never had either greater dif-. 


coveries, with fuch certain trials of more feveral commodities, than in this fhort time 
hath. 


104 . SMETH’s SIRGINEA, 


heakhvheen returned from Virginia, and by much lefs:means.: New England was brought 
eut of ob{curity, and afforded freight for near two hundred fail of thips ‘where: there is 
now eretted a brave plantation. For the. happinefs of Summer Iifles, they are no.lels 
than either, and-yet thofe have had a far lefs anda more difficult beginning than either 
Rome, Carthage, or Venice. 


Written by Ricuarp Pots, clerk of the council, Wint1am TanKarp, 
and G. P. 


BOOK IV. 


TO make plain the true proceedings of the hiftory for 1609, we muft follow the 
examinations of Dr. Simons, and two learned orations publifhed by the Company ; 
with the relation of the Right Honourable the Lord De la Ware. 


What happened in the firft Government after the Alteration in the Time of Captain George 


Piercie, their Governor. 


THE day before Captain Smith returned for England with the fhips, Captain Davis 
arrived in a fmall pinnace, with fome fixteen proper men more ; to thefe were added 
a company from James Town, under the command of Captain John Sickelmore, alias 
Ratcliffe, to inhabit Point Comfort. Captain Martin and Captain Weft, havjng loft 
their boats and near half their men among the favages, were returned to James Town ; 
for the favages no fooner underftood Smith was gone, but they all revolted, and did 
fpoil and murder all they encountered. Now we were all conftrained to live only on 
that Smith had only for his own company, for the reft had confumed their propor- 
tions, and now they had twenty prefidents, with all their appurtenances: Mr. Piercie, 
our new prefident, was fo fick he could neither go nor ftand. But ere all was con- 
fumed, Captain Weft and Captain Sickelmore, each with a fmall fhip, and thirty or 
forty mén well appointed, fought abroad to trade. Sickelmore upon the confidence 
of Powhatan, with about thirty others as carelefs as himfelf, were all flain, only Jeffrey 
Shortridge efcaped, and Pokahontas, the King’s daughter, faved a boy called Henry 
Spilman, that lived many years after, by her means, amongft the Patawomekes. 
Powhatan, ftill as he found means, cut off their boats, denied them trade, fo that 
Captain Weft fet fail for England. Now we all found the lofs of Captain Smith, yea, 
his greateft maligners could now curfe his lofs. As for corn, provifion, and contribu- 
tion from the favages, we had nothing but mortal wounds, with clubs and arrows ; as 
for our hogs, hens, goats, fheep, horfe, or what lived, our commanders, officers, 
and favages daily confumed them; fome fmall proportions fometimes we tafted, till ail 
was devoured; then fwords, arms, pieces, or any thing, we traded with the favages, 
whofe cruel fingers were fo oft imbrued in our bloods, that what by their cruelty, our 
governor’s indifcretion, and the lofs of our fhips, of five hundred within fix months 
after Captain Smith’s departure, there remained not paft fixty men, women, and chil- 
dren, mot miferable and poor creatures; and thofe were preferved for the moft part 
by roots, herbs, acorns, walnuts, berries, now and then a little fifh: they that had 
ftarch in thefe extremities made no {mall ufe of it ; yea, eventhe very fkins of our horfes ; 
nay, fo great was our famine, that a favage we flew and buried, the poorer fort took 
him up again and eat him, and fo did divers one another, boiled and itewed with roots 
and herbs: and one amoneft the reft did kill his wife, powdered her. and had eaten 
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part. of her before it was known, for which he was executed, as‘he well deferved ; 
now whether fhe was better roafted, boiled, or carbonadoed, I know not, but of fuch 
a-difh as powdered wife I never heard of. This was that time, which {till to this day 
we called the ftarving time ; it were too vile to fay, and fcarce to be believed what we 
endured: but the occafion was our own, for want of providence, induftry, and go- 
yernment, and not the barrennefs and defect of the country, as is generally fuppofed ; 
for till then in three years, for the numbers were landed us, we had never from 
England provifion fufficient for fix months, though it feemed by the bills of lading 
fufficient was fent us, fuch a glutton is the fea, and fuch good fellows the mariners, 
we as little tafted of the great proportion fent us, as they of our want and miferies ; 
yet notwithitanding they ever over-fwayed and ruled the bufinefs, though we endured 
all that is faid, and chiefly lived on what this good country naturally afforded; yet 
had we been even in patadife itfelf with thefe governors, it would not have been much 
better with us; yet there was amongft us, who had they had the government as Cap- 
tain Smith appointed, but that they could not maintain it, would furely have kept us 
from thofe extremities of miferies. This in ten days more would have {upplanted us 
all with death. 

But God, that would not this country fhould be unplanted, fent Sir Thomas 
Gates and Sir George Sommers, with one hundred and fifty people, moft happily 
preferved by the Bermudas to preferve us : ftrange it is to fay, how miraculoufly they 
were preferved in a leaking hip, as at large you may read in the enfuing hifto-y of 
thofe iflands. 2 


Lhe Government refigned to Sir Thomas Gates, 1610. 


WHEN thefe two noble knights did fee our miferies, being but ftrangers in that 
country, and could underftand no more of the caufe, but by conjecture of our cla« 
mours and complaints, of accufing and excufing one another : they embarked us with 
themfelves, with the beft means they could, and abandoning James Town, fe. fail for 
England, whereby you may fee the event of the government of the former coms 
manders left to themfelves ;“ although they had lived there many years, as formerly 
hath been fpoken (who hindered now their proceedings, Captain Smith being gone). 

At noon they fell to the Ifle of Hogs, and the next morning to Mulberry Point, at 
what time they defcried the long-boat of the Lord La Ware, for God would not have 
it fo abandoned. For this honourable Lord, then governor of the country, met them 
with three fhips, exceedingly well furnifhed with all neceffaries fitting, who again 
returned them to the abandoned James Town. 


Out of the obfervations of WiLt1am Simmons, Do@or of Divinity. 


Lhe Government devolved to the Lord La Ware. 


HIS LORDSHIP arrived the nfath of June, 1610, accompanied with Sir Ferdinando 
Waynman, Captain Houlcroft, Captain Lawfon, and divers other gentlemen of fort; 
the 1oth he came up with his fleet, went on fhore, heard a fermon, read his commif- 
fion, and entered into confultation for the goed of the colony, in which fecret council we 
will a little leave them, that we may duly obferve the revealed counfel of Ged. He thot 
fhall but turn up his eye, and beheld the fpangled canopy of heaven, or fhall but caft 
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the heavens hear the earth, and the earth the corn and oil, ‘and they relieve the neceflities 
of man, that man will acknowledge God’s infinite providence : but he that fhall fur- “ 
ther obferve, how God inclineth all cafual events to work the neceflary help of his 
faints, muft needs adore the Lord’s infinite goodnefs. Never had any people more 
juft caufe to caft themfelves at the very footftool af God, and to reverence his mercy, 
than this diftreffed colony; for if God had not fent Sir Thomas Gates from the Ber- 
mudas, within four days they had almoft been famifhed ; if God had not direéted the 
heart of that noble knight to fave the fort from firing at their fhipping, for many were 
very importunate to have burnt it, they had been deftitute of a prefent harbour and 
fuccour; if they had abandoned the fort any longer time, and had not fo {oon re- 
turned, queftionlefs the Indians would have deflroyed the Fort, which had been the 
means of our fafeties among{t them, and a terror. If they had fet fail fooner, and 
had launcked into the vaft ocean, who would have promifed they fhould have encoun- 
tered the fleet of the Lord La Ware, efpecially when they made for Newfoundland, 
as they intended, a courfe contrary to our navy approaching. If the Lord La Ware 
had not brought with him a year’s provifion, what comfort would thofe poor fouls 
have received to have been relanded to a fecond deftruction ?. This was the arm of the 
Lord of Hofts, who would have his people pafs the Red Sea and wildernefs, and then 
to poffefs the land of Canaan. It was divinely fpoken of heathen Socrates, “* If God 
for man be careful, why fhould man be over-diftruftful? for he hath fo tempered the 
conicary qualities of the elements, 

"That neither cold things want heat, nor moift things dry, 

Nor fad things fpirits, to quicken them thereby, 

Yet make they mufical content of contrariety, 

Which conquer’d, knits them in fuch links together, 

‘They do produce even all this whatfoever. 


The lord-governor, after mature dcliberation, delivered fome few words to the com. 
pany, laying juft blame upon them for their haughty vanities and fluggith idlenefs, 
earneftry entreating them to amend thofe defperate follies, left he fhould be compelled 
to draw the {word of juftice, and to cut off fuch delinquents, which he had rather 
draw, to the fhedding of his vital blood, to protect them from injuries ; heartening 
them with relation of that {tore he had brought with him, conftituting officers of all 
conditions, to rule over them, allotting every man his particular place, to watch vigi- 
lantly, and work painfully : this oration and direétion being received with a general 
applaufe, you might fhortly behold the idle and refty difeafes of a divided multitude, 
by the unity and authority of this government to be fubftantially cured. ‘Thofe that 
knew not the way to goodnefs before, but cherifhed fingularity and fation, can now 
chalk out the path of all refpedtive duty and fervice : every man endeavoureth to 
outftrip other in diligence: the French preparing to plant the vines, the Englifh 
labouring in the woods and grounds ; every man knoweth his charge, and difchargeth 
the fame with alacrity. Neither let any man be difcouraged, by the relation of their 
daily labour (as though the fap of their bodies fhould be fpent for other men’s profit) 
the fettled times of working, to effect all themfelves, or as the adventurer’s need defire, 
required no more pains than from fix of the clock in the morning, until ten, and from 
two in the afternoon till four, at both which times they are provided of fpiritual and 
corporal relief. Firft, they enter into the church, and make their prayers unto God, 
next they return to their houfes and receive their preportion of food. Nor fhould it 
be conceived that this bufinefs excludeth gentlemen, whofe breeding never knew what 
aday’s labour meant, for though they cannot dig, ule the fpade, nor prattife the axe, 

yet 
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yet may the flaid fpirits of any condition, find how to employ the force of knowledge, 
the exercife of council, the operation and power of their beft breeding and qualities. 
The houfes which are built, areas warm and defenfive againft wind and weather, as if 
they were tiled and flated, being covered above with ftrong boards, and fome matted 
round with Indian mats. Our forces are now fuch as are able to tame the fury and 
treachery of the favages : our forts aflure the inhabitants, and fruftrate all affailants. 
And to leave no difcouragement in the heart of any, who perfonally fhall enter into 
this great action, I will communicate a double comfort ; firlt, Sir George Som- 
mers, that worthy admiral, hath undertaken a dangerous adventure for the good of the 
colony. 

Uean the 1sth of June, accompanied with Captain Samuel Argall, he returned in 
two pinnaces unto the Bermudas, promifing (if by any means God will open a way to 
that ifland of rocks) that he would foon return with fix months provifion of flefh. 
With much crofs weather at laft he there fafely arrived, but Captain Argall was forced 
back: again to James ‘fown, whom the Lord De la Ware not long after fent to the river 
of Patawomeke, to trade for corn ; where finding an Englifh boy, one Henry Spil- 
man, a young gentleman well defcended, by thofe people preferved from the fury of 
Powhatan, by his acquaintance had fuch good ufage of thofe kind favages, that they 
freighted his fhip with corn, wherewith he returned to James Town. 

The other comfort is, that the Lord la Ware hath built two new forts, the one 
called Fort Henry, the other Fort Charles, in honour of our moft noble Prince, and 
his hopeful brother, upon a pleafant plain, and near a little rivulet they call South. 
ampton river; they ftand in a wholefome air, having plenty of {prings of fweet water, 
they command a great circuit of ground, containing wood, pafture and mar{h, with 
apt places for vines, corn and gardens ; in which forts it is refolved, that all thofe that 
come out of England, fhall be at their firft landing quartered, that the wearifomenefs of 
the fea may be refrefhed in this pleafing part of the country, and Sir Thomas Gates 
he fent for England. But to correét fome injuries of the Pafpahegs, he fent Captain 
Piercie, Mr. Stacy, and fifty or threefcore fhot, where the favages flying, they burnt 
their houfes, took the Queen and her children prifoners, whom not long after they 
flew. 

‘The fertility of the foil, the temperature of the climate, the form of government, 
the condition of our people, their daily invocating of the name of God being thus 
expreffed, why fhould the fuccefs, by the rules of mortal judgment, be difparaged? 
why fhould not the rich harveft of our hopes be feafonably expected? I dare fay, that 
the refolution of Czefar in France, the defigns of Alexander, the difcoverics of Her- 
nando Cortes in the Weft, and of Emanuel King of Portugal in the Eaft, were not 
encouraged upon fo firm grounds of ftate and poflibility. 

But his lordfhip being at the Falls, the favages affaulted his troops, and flew three or 
four of his men. Not long after, his honour growing very fick, he returned for 
England the 28th of March ; in the fhip were about five and fitty men, but ere we 
arrived at Fyall, forty of us were near fick to death, of the feurvy, calenture, and 
other difeafes : the governor, being an Englifhman, kindly ufed us, but {mall relief 
we could get, but oranges, of which we had plenty, whereby within eight days we 
recovered, and all were well and {trong by that they came into England, 

: Written by WiLL1am Box. 

The counfel of Virginia finding the fimallnefs of that return which they hoped mould 
have defrayed the charge of a new fupply, entered into a decp confultation, whether 
it were fit to enter into a new contribution, or in time to fend for them home, and give 

p32 over. 


108 SMITH’S VIRGINIA. 


over the aétion, and therefore they adjured Sir Thomas Gates to deal plainly witlr 
them, who witha folemn and a facred oath replied, “‘ That all things before reported 
were true, and that all men know that we ftand at the devotion of politic princes and 
ftates, who for their proper utility devife all courfes to grind our merchants, and by 
all pretences to confifcate their goods, and to draw from us all manner of gain by their 
inquifitive intentions, when in Virginia, a few years labour, by planting and hufbandry, 
will furnith all our defe&s with honour and fecurity.”’ 

Out of a declaration publifhed by the council, 1610. 


The Government left again to Captain George Piercie, and the return of the Lord La 
Ware, with his relation to the Council. 


MY LORDS, now by accident returned from my charge at Virginia, contrary either 
to my own defire, or other men’s expectations, who fpare not to cenfure me, in point 
of duty, and to difcourfe and queftion the reafon, though they apprehend not the true 
caufe of my return, I am forced out of a willingnels to fatisfy every man, to deliver unto 
your lordfhips and the reft of this aflembly, in what ftate I have lived ever fince my 
arrival to the colony, what hath been the juft caufe of my fudden departure, and on 
what terms I have left the fame, the rather becaufe I perceive, that fince my Coming 
into England, fuch a coldnefs and irrefolution is bred in many of the adventurers, that 
fome of them feek to withdraw their payments, by which the action muft be fupport- 
ed, making this my return’ colour of their needlefs backwardnefs and unjuft pro- 
tration : which that you may the better underftand, I was welcomed to James Town 
by a violent ague ; being cured of it, within three weeks after 1 began to be diftem- 
pered with other grievous ficknefs which fucceffively and feverally affailed me, for 
befides a relapfe into the former difeafe, which with much more violence held me more 
than a month, and brought me to greater weaknefs ; the flux furprized me, and kept me 
many days, then the cramp affaulted my weak body with ftrong pains, and after, the 
gout; all thofe drew me to that weaknefs, being unable to ftir; brought upon me the ~ 
fcurvy, which though in others it bea ficknefs of flothfulnefs, yet was it in me an effect 
of weaknefs, which never left me, till I was ready to leave the world. 

In thefe extremities I refolved to confult with my friends, who finding nature 
fpent in me, and my body almoft confumed, my pains likewife daily increafing, gave, 
me advice to prefer ahopeful recovery, before an affured ruin, which muft neceffarily 
have enfued, had I lived but twenty days longer in Virginia, wanting at that inftant 
both food and phyfic, fit to remedy fuch extraordinary difeafes (wherefore I fhipped 
myfelf wtih Do&or Bohun and Captain Argall, for Mevis, in the Weft Indies, but 
being croffed with foutherly winds, Iwas forced to fhape my courfe for the Weltern 
Iles, where I found help for my health, and my ficknefs afluaged, by the means of 
freth diet, efpecially oranges and lemons, an undoubted remedy for that difeafe: then 
I intended to have returned back again to Virginia, but 1 was advifed not to hazard 
myfelf, before I had perfeétly recovered my ftrength : fo Ecame for England, in which 
accident, I doubt not but men of judgment will imagine, there would more prejudice 
have happened by my death there, than I hope can do by my return. 

For the colony I left it to the charge of Captain George Piercie, a gentleman of 
honour and refolution, untit the coming of Sir Thomas Dale, whofe commiffion was 
likewife to be determined upon the arrival of Sir Thomas .Gates, according to the 
order your Lordfhips appointed : the number I left were about two hundred, the moft 
in health, and provided of at leaft ten months victuals, and the country: people tract 
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able and friendly. What other defects they had, I found by Sir Thomas Gates at the 
Cowes ; his fleet was fufficiently furnifhed with fupplies, but when it fhall pleafe God 
that Sir Thomas Dale and Sir Thomas Gates fhall arrive in Virginia with the extra- 
ordinary fupply of one hundred kine, and two hundred fwine, befides ftore of other 

rovifion, for the maintenance of the colony, there will appear that fuccefs in the 
action, as fhall giveno man caufe of diftruft, that hath already adventured, but encourage 
every good mind to further fo good a work, as will redound both to the glory of God, 
to the credit of our nation, and the comfort of all thofe that have been inftruments in 


the furthering of it.” 
Out of the Lord La Ware’s difcourfe, publifhed by authority, 1611. 


The Government furrendered to Sir Thomas Dale, who arrived in Virginia the 10th of 
May 1611. Out of Mr. Hamor’s Book, 


BEFORE the Lord La Ware arrived in England, the council and company had dif- 
patched away Sir Thomas Dale with three fhips, men and cattle, and all other provi-. 
fions neceflary for a year ; all which arrived well the roth of May 1611, where he 
found them growing again to their former ftate of penury, being fo tmprovident as not 
to put corn in the ground for their bread, but trufted to the ftore, then furnifhed but 
with three months provifion; his firft care therefore was to employ all hands about 
fetting of corn, at the two forts at Kecoughtan, Henry and Charles, whereby the 
feafon then not fully paft, though about the end of May, we had an indifferent crop of 

‘ood corn. < 

This bufinefs taken order for, and the care and truft of it committed to his under- 
officers, to James Town he haftened, where moft of the company were at their daily 
and ufual works, bowling in the ftreets; thefe he employed about neceffary works, as 
felling of timber, repairing their houfes ready to fall on their heads, and. providing 
pales, pofts and rails, to impale his propofed new town, which by reafon of his ignorance, 
being but newly arrived, he had not refolved where to feat; therefore to better his 
knowledge, with one hundred men he fpent fome time in viewing the river of Naufa- 
mund, in defpite of the Indians then our enemies; then our own river to the Falls, 
where upon a high land, environed with the main river, fome twelve miles from the: 
Falls, by Arfahattock, he refolved to plant his new town. 

It was no {mall trouble to reducé his people fo timely to good order, being of fo illa 
condition, as may well witnefs his fecurity and ftrict imprinted book of articles, then 
needful with all extremity to be executed ; now much mitigated :. fo as if his laws had 
not been fo ftri€tly executed, I fee not how the utter fubverfion of the colony fhould 
have been prevented, witnefs Webbe’s and Price’s defign the firft year, fince that of 
Abbot’s, and others, more dangerous than the former. Here I entreat your patience 
for an apology, though not a pardon. This Jeffrey Abbots, however this ‘aathor 
cenfures him, and the governor executes him, I know he had long ferved both in 
Ireland and Netherlands ; here he wasa ferjeant of my company, and I never faw in 
Virginia amore fufficient foldier, lefs turbulent, a better wit, more hardy or induftri- 
ous, nor any more forward to cut off them that fought to abandon the country, or 
wrong the colony ; how ungratefully thofe deferts might be rewarded, envied, or neg- 
le€ted, or his far inferiors preferred to over-top him, I know not, but fuch occafions 
might movea faint, much more a man, to an unadvifed:paffionate impatience; but how- 
ever, it feems he hath been punifhed for his offences, that was never rewarded for his 


deferts. And even this fummer Cole and Kitchins plot with three more, bending their 
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‘courfe to Ocanahowan, five days journey from us, where they report are Spaniards 
inhabiting. Thefe were cut off by the favages, hired by us to hunt them home to 
receive their deferts: fo as Sir Thomas Dale hath not been fo tyrannous nor fevere by 
the half, as there was occafion and juft caufe for it, and though the manner was not 
ufual, we were rather to have regard to thofe, whom we would have terrified and 
made fearful to commit the like offences, than to the offenders juftly condemned, for 
amongft them fo hardened in evil, the fear of a cruel, painful, and unvfual death more 
reftrams them, than death itfelf Thus much I have proceeded of his endeavours, 
until the “coming of Sir Thomas Gates, in preparing himfelf to proceed as he 
intended. 7 
. Now in England again to fecond this noble knight, the council and company with all 
poflible expedition prepared for Sir Thomas Gates fix tall fhips, with three hundred 
men, and one hundred kine and other cattle, with ammunition and all other manner of 


provifion that could be thought needful; and about the rft or 2nd of Auguft 1611, 
arrived fafely at James Town. 


The Government returned again to Sir Thomas Gates, 1611. 


THESE worthy knights being met, after their welcomie falutations, Sir Thomas Dale 
acquainted him what he had done, and what he intended, which defign Sir Thomas 
Gat2s well approving, furnifhed him with three hundred and fifty men, fuch as himfelf 
made choice of. In the beginning of September 1611, he fet fail, and artived where 
he intended to build his new town: within ten or twelve days he had environed it with 
a pate, and in honour of our noble Prince Henry, called it Henrico. The next work 
he did, was building at each corner of the town, a high commanding watch-houfe, a 
church, and ftore-houfes ; which finifhed, he began to think upon convenient houfes for 
himfelf and men, which, with all poffible fpeed he could, he effected, to the great content 
of his company, and all the colony. 

‘This town is fituated upon a neck of a plain rifing land, thrée parts environed with 
the main river, the neck of land well impaled, makes it like an ifle ; it hath three ftreets 
of well framed houfes, a handfome church, and the foundation of a better laid, to be 
built of brick, befides ftore-houfes, watch-houfes, and fuch like: upon the verge of 
the river there are five houfes, wherein live the honefter fort of people, (as farmers in 
England) and they keep continual centinel for the town’s fecurity. About two miles 
from the town, into the main, is another pale, near two miles in length, from river to 
river, guarded with feveral commanders, with a good quantity of corn-ground impaled 
fufficiently fecured to maintain more than I fuppofe will come this three years. 

On the other fide of the river, for the fecurity of the town, is intended to be impaled 
for the fecurity of our hogs, about two miles and a half, by the name of Hope in Faith, 
and Coxendale, fecured by five of our manner of forts, which are but palifadoes, called 
Charity Fort, Mount Malado, a gueft houfe for fick people, a high feat and wholefome 
air, Ehzabeth Fort, and Fort Patience: and here hath Mr. Whitaker chofen his parfo- 
nage, impaled a fair framed parfonage, and one hundred acres called Rocke-hall, but 
thefe are not half finithed. 

About Chriftmas following in this fame year 1611, in regard of the injury done us 
by them of Apamatuck, Sir Thomas Dale, without the lofs of any, except fome few 
favages, took it and their corn, being but five miles by land from Henrico, and con- 
fidering how commodious it might be for us, refolved to poffefs and plant it, and at 
the inftant called it the New Bermudas, whereunto he hath laid out and annexed to 
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the belonging freedom and corporation for ever, many miles of champaign and wood- 
Jand ground in feveral hundreds, as the upper and nether hundreds, Rochdale hun- 
dred, Weft Sherly hundred, and Dig’s hundred. In the nether hundred he firft began 
to plant, for there is the moft corn ground, and with a pale of two miles, cut over 
from river to river, whereby we have fecured eight Englith miles in compafs; upon 
which circuit, within half a mile of each other, are many fair houfes already built, 
befides particular men’s houfes near to the number of fifty. Rochdale, by a crofs pale 
well nigh four miles long, is alfo planted with houfes along the pale, in which bun- 
dred our hogs and cattle have twenty miles circuit to graze in fecurely. The building 
of the city is referred till our harvelt be in, which he intends to make a retreat againit 
any foreign enemy. 5 

About fifty miles from thefe is James Town, upon a fertile peninfula, which 
although formerly fcandaled for an unhealthful air, we find it as healthful as any 
other part of the country; it hath two rows of houfes of framed timber, and fome of 
them two ftories, and a garret higher, three large ftore-houfes joined together in 
length, and he hath newly ftrongly impaled the town. This ifle, and much ground 
about it, is much inhabited: to Kecoughtan we accounted it forty miles, where they 
live-well with half that allowance the reft have from the ftore, becaufe of the extraor- 
dinary quantity of fith, fowl, and deer, as te may read at large in the difcoveries of 
Captain Smith. And thus I have truly related unto you the prefent eftate of that 
fmall part of Virginia we frequent and poffefs. : ent 

Since there was a fhip freighted with provifion and forty men; and another fince 
then with the like number and provifion, to flay twelve months in the countr with 
Captain Argall, which was fent not long after. After he had recreated and refrefhed 
his company, he was fent to the river Patawomeke to trade for corn, the favages 
about us having fmall quarter, but friends and foes as they found advantage and 
opportunity : but to conclude our peace, thus it happened. Captain Argall having 
entered into a great acquaintance with Iapazaws, an old friend of Captain Smith’s, and 
fo to all our nation, ever fince he difcovered the country: hard by him there was 
Pocahontas, whom Captain Smith’s relations entitled the nonpareil of Virginia, and 
though fhe had been many times a preferver of him and the whole colony, yet till this 
accident fhe was never feen at James Town fince his departure, being at Patawomeke, 
as it feems, thinking herfelf unknown, was eafily by her friend lapazaws, perfuaded to 
go abroad with him and his wife to fee the fhip, for Captain Argall had promifed him a 
copper kettle to bring her but to him, promifing no way to hurt her, but keep her till 
they could conclude a peace with her father; the favage for this copper kettle would 
have done any thing it feemed by the relation, for though fhe had feen and been in 
many fhips, yet he caufed his wife to fain how defirous the was to fee one, and that 
he offered to beat her for her importunity till fhe wept. But at laft he told her if 
Pocahontas would go with her, he was content: and thus they betrayed the poor 
innocent Pocahontas aboard, where they were all kindly feafted in the cabin. lapa- 
zaws treading often.on the captain’s foot, to remember he had done his part, the cap- 
tain when he faw his time, perfuaded Pocahontas to the gun-room, feigning to have 
fome conference with Iapazaws, which was only that fhe fhould not perceive he was 
any way guilty of her captivity: fo fending for her again, he told her before her 
friends fhe muft go with him, and compound peace betwixt her country and us, before 
the ever fhould fee Powhatan, whereat the old Jew and his wife began to howl ard cry 
as faft as Pocahontas, that upon the captain’s fair perfuafions, by degrees pacifying 
herfelf, and Ianazaws and his wife with the kettle and other toys, went merrily on 
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fhore, and fhe to James Town. A-meffenger forthwith was fent to her father, that 
his daughter Pocahontas he loved fo dearly, he muft ranfom with our men, f{words, 
pieces, tools, &c. he treacheroufly had ftolen. 

This unwelcome news much troubled Powhatan, becaufe he loved both his daughter 
and our commodities well, yet it was three months after ere he ‘returned us any 
anfwer: then by the perfuafion of the council, he returned feven of our men, with 
each of them an unferviceable mufket, and fent us word that when we would deliver 
his daughter, he would make us fatisfaction for all injuries done us, and give us five 
hundred bufhels of corn, and for ever be friends with us. That he fent we received 
in part of payment, and returned him this anfwer, that his daughter fhould be well 
ufed, but we could not believe the reft of our arms were either loft or {tolen from him, 
and therefore till he fent them we would keep his daughter. ‘ 

‘This anfwer it feemed much difpleafed him, for we heard no more from him along 
time after, when with Captain Argall’s thip, and fome other veflels belonging to the 
colony, Sir Thomas Dale, with a hundred and fifty men well, appointed, went up into 
his own river, to his chief habitation with his daughter ; with many {cornful bravadoes 
they affronted us, proudly demanding why we came thither; our reply was, we had 
brought his daughter, and to receive the ranfom for her that was promifed or to have 
it perforce. ‘hey nothing difmayed thereat, ‘told us we were welcome if We came 
to fight, for they were provided for us, but advifed us, if we loved our lives to retire, 
elfe they would ufe us as they had done Captain Ratliffe: we told them we would 
prefently have a better anfwer, but we were no fooner within fhot of the fhore than 
they let fly their arrows among us in the thip. 

Being thus juftly provoked, we prefently manned our boats, went on fhore, burned 
all their houfes, and fpoiled all they had we could find, and fo the next day proceeded 
higher up the river, where they demanded why we burnt their houfes, and we why 
they fhot at us; they replied, it was fome ftraggling favage, with many other excufes, 
they intended no hurt, but were our friends; we told them we came not to hurt them, 
‘but vifit them as friends alfo. Upon this we concluded a peace, and forthwith they 
difpatched meflengers to Powhatan, whofe anfwer, they told us, we muft expect four- 
and-twenty hours ere the meffengers could return: then they told us our men were 
run away for fear we would hang them, yet Powhatan’s men were run after them; as 
for our {words and pieces, they fhould be brought us the next day, which was only 
but to delay time, for the next day they came not. Then we went higher to a houfe 
of Powhatan’s, called Matchot, where we faw about four hundred men well appointed; 
here they dared us to come on fhore, which we did; no fhew of fear they made at all, 
nor offered to refift our landing, but walking boldly up and down amongit us, 
demanded to confer with our captain, of his coming in that manner, and to have truce 
till they could but once more fend to their king to know his pleafure, which if it were 
not agreeable to their expeétation, then they would fight with us, and defend their 
own as they could, which was but only to deter the time to carry away their provifion; 
yet we promifed them truce till the next day at noon, and then if they would fight 
with us, they fhould know when we would begin by our drums and trumpets. 

Upon this promife, two of Powhatan’s fons came unto us to fee their fifter, at whofe 
fight, feeing her well, though they heard to the contrary, they much rejoiced, pro- 
mifing they would perfuade her father to redeem her, and for ever be friends with us. 
Anu upon this, the two brethren went on board with us, and we fent Mr. John Rolfe 
and Mr. Sparkes to Powhatan, to acquaint him with thé bufinels; kindly they were 
entertained, but sot admitted the prefence of Powhatan, but they fpoke with Opechau- 
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@ariough; his brother and dueceffor ; he promifedte do the-hift-heieduld-to Powhatan; 
all-might be well. So it being April, and time to prepare our ground, arfd fet our corn; 
we returned to James Town, promifing the forbearance of their performing their pro- 
mife till the next. harvett. : yee 7 

Long before this, Mr. John Rolfe, an honeft gentleman, and of good behaviour, had 
been in love with Pocahontas, and fhe with him, which thing at that inftant 1 made 
known to Sir Thomas Dale, by a letter from him, wherein he intreated his advice, and 
the acquainted-her brother with it, which refolution Sir Thomas Dale well approved ; 
the bruit of this marriage came foon to the knowledge of Powhatan, a thing*acceptable 
to him, as appeared by his fudden confent ; for within ten days, he fent Opachifco, an 
old uncle of hers, and two of his fons, to fee tlie manner of the marriage, and to do in 
that behalf what they were requefted, for the confirmation thereofy as his deputy ; 
which was accordingly done about the firft of April; and ever fince we have had 
friendly trade and commerce, as well with Powhatan himfeif as all his fubjects. 

Befides this, by the means of Powhatan, we became in league with our next neigh. 
bours, the Chicahamanias, a lufty and a daring people, free of themfelves. Thefe 
people, fo foon as they heard of our peace with Powhatan, fent two meffengers with 
prefents to Sir Thomas Dale, and offered them his fervice, excufing all former injuries, 
hereafter they would ever be King James’s fubjeéts, and relinquifh the name of Chicka. 
hamania, to be called Taflauteffus, as they call us, and Sir Thomas Dale their governor, 
as the King’s deputy; only they defired to be governed by their own laws, which ‘is 
eight of their elders as his fubftitutes. ‘This offer he kindly accepted, and appointed.the 
day he would come to vifit them. 

‘When the appointed day came, Sir Thomas Dale and Captain Argall, with fifty 
men, well appointed, went to Chickahamania, where we found the people expecting our 
coming ; they ufed,us kindly, and the next morning fat in council, to conclude their 
peace upon thefe conditions : ’ . 

Firft, they fhould for ever be called Englithmen, and be true fubjeéts to King James 
and his deputies. : ae 

Secondly, neither to kill nor detain any of our men, nor cattle, but bring them home. 

Thirdly, to be always ready to furnifh us with three hundred men, againft fhe Spa- 
niards, or any. : 

Fourthly, they fhall not enter our towns, but fend word they are new Englifhmen. 

Fifthly, that every fighting man, at the beginning of harveft, fhall bring to our ftore 
two bufhels of corn, for tribute, for which they fhall receive fo many hatchets. 

Laftly, the eight chief men fhould fee all this performed, or receive the punifhment 
themfelves ; for their diligence they fhould havea red coat, a copper chain, and King 
James’s picture, and be accounted his noblemen. 

All this they concluded with a general affent, and a great fhout to confirm it; then 
one of the old men began an oration, bending his fpeech firft to the old men, then to 
the young, -and. then to the women and children, to make them underftand how 

frilly they were to obferve thefe conditions, and we would defend them from the fury 

of Powhatan, or any enemy whatfoever, and furnifh them with copper, beads, and 
hatchets ; but all this was rather for fear Powhatan and we, being fo linked together, 
would bring them again to his fubje€tion ; the which to prevent, they did rather choofe 
to. be protected by us, than tormented by him, whom. they held a tyrant. And. thus 
we returned again to James Town. ~ 

‘When our people were fed out of the common ftore, and laboured jointly together, 
glad was he could flip from his labour, or umber. over his tafk he cared not how, nay, 
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the mdf honeft amongft them wonld hardly take fo much true pains in a week, as 
now for themfelves they will do in a day; neither cared they for the increafe, pre- 
fuming that howfoever the harveft profpered, the general ftore muft maintain them, fo 
that we reaped not fo much corn from the labours of thirty, as now three or four do 
provide for themfelves. To prevent which, Sir Thomas Dale hath allotted every man 
three acres of clear ground, in the nature of farms, except the Bermudas, who are ex- 
empted, but for one month’s fervice in the year, which muft neither be in feed-time 
nor harveft; for which doing, no other duty they pay yearly to the ftore, but two 
barrels and a half of corn (from all thofe faymers, whereof the firft was William Spence, 
an honeft, valiant, and an induftrious man, and hath continued from 1607 to this pre. 
fent,) from thofe is expe€ted fuch a contribution to the ftore, as we fhali neither want 
for ourfelves, nor to entertain our fupplies; for the reft, they are to work eleven 
months for the {tore, and hath one month only allowed them to get provifion to keep 
them for twelve, except two buthels of corn they have out of the ftore ; if thofe can 
live fo, why fhould any fear ftarving ; and it were much better to deny them paflage, 
that would not ere they come, be content to engage themfelves to thofe conditions : for 
only from the flothful and idle drones, and none elfg, hath fprung the manifold imputa- 
tions Virginia innocently hath undergone ; and therefore I would deter fuch from coming 
‘here, that cannot well brook labour, except they will undergo much punifhnfent and 
penury, if they efcape the feurvy 3 but for the induftrious, there is a reward fufficient 5 
and if any think there is nothing but bread, I refer you to his relations that difcovered 
the country firft. : 


The Government left to Sir Thomas Dale, upon Sir Thomas Gates's Return for Englands 


SIR Thomas Dale underftanding there was a plantation of Frenchmen in the north 
part of Virginia, about the degrees of 45, fent Captain Argall to Port Royal and Santa 
Crux, where finding the Frenchmen abroad, difperfed in the woods, furprifed their 
fhip anc pinnace, which was but newly come from France, wherein was much good ap- 
parel, and other provifion, which he brought to James Town, but the men efcaped, and 
lived among the favages of thofe countries. 

Tt pleafed Sir Thomas Dale, before my return to England, becaufe I would be able 
to {peak fomewhat of my own knowledge, to give me leave to vifit Powhatan and his 
court ; being provided, 1 had Thomas Savage with me for my interpreter; with him, 
and two favages for guides, I went from the Bermuda in the morning, and came to 
Matchet the next night, where the King lay upon the river of Pamaunke ; his entertain. 
ment was {trange to me; the boy he knew well, and told him, ‘* My child, I gave you 
leave, being my boy, to go fee your friends, and thefe four years I have not feen you, 
nor heard of my own man Namoutack,] fent to England, though many fhips fince have 
been returned thence.’. Having done with him, he began with me, and demanded 
for the chain of pearl he fent his brother Sir Thomas Dale, at his firft arrival, which 
was a token betwixt them, whenever he fhould fend a meffenger from himfelf to him, 
he fhould wear that chain about his neck, fince the peace was concluded, otherwife he 
‘was to bind him, and fend him home. 

It is true, Sir Thomas Dale had fent him fuch word, and gave his page order to give 
it me, but he forgot it, and till this prefent I never heard of it; yet I replied I did know 
tere was {uch an order, but that was when upon a fudden he fhould have occafion to 
find an Engiifhman without an Indian guide; butif his own people fhould condué& his 
meffenger, as two of his did me, who knew my meflage, it was fufficient ; ah 
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which anfwer he was contented; and fo conduéted us td his houfe, where was a guard 
of two hundred bow-men, that always attend his perfon. The firft thing he did, he of- 
fered me a pipe of tobacco, then afked me how his brother Sir Thomas Dale did, and 
his daughter, and unknown fon, and how they lived; loved, and liked. I told him his 
brother was well, and his daughter fo contented, fhe would not live again with him ; 
swhereat he laughed, and demanded the caufe of my coming. I told him my meflage 
was private, and I was to deliver it-only to himfelf and Papafchicher, one of my guides 
that was acquainted with it; inftantly he commanded all out of the houfe, but only his 
two Queens, that always fit by him ; and bade me {peak on. ace 

I told him, by my interpreter, Sir Thomas Dale hath fent you two pieces of copper, 
five ftrings of white and blue beads, five wooden combs, ten fith-hooks, a pair of 
knives, and that when you.would fend for it, he would give you a grind ftone. All this 
pleafed him: but then I told him his brother Dale, hearing of the fame of his youngeft 
daughter, defiring im any cafe he would fend her by me unto him, in teftimony of his 
love, as well for that he intended to marry her, as the defire her fitter had to fee her, 
becaufe being now one people, and he defirous for ever to dwell in his country, he 
conceived there could not bea truer affurance of peace and friendfhip, than in fuch a 
natural band of an united union. 

I needed not entreat’ his anfwer by his oft interrupting me in my fpeech ; and pre- 
fently with much gravity he thus replied: 

«© J gladly accept your falute of love and peace, which while I live, I fhall exadtly 
keep ; his pledges thereof I receive with no lefs thanks, although they are not fo ample 
as formerly he had received: but for my daughter, have fold her within this few days 
to a great Werowance, for two bufhels of rawrenoke, three days journey from me.” I 
replied, I knew his greatnefs in reftoring the rawrenoke; might call her again to 
gratify his brother, and the rather, becaufe fhe was but twelve years old; affuring him, 
befides the band of peace, he fhould have for her three times the worth of the 
yawrenoke in beads, copper, hatchets, &c. His anfwer was, he loved his daughter as 
his life; and though he had many children, he delighted in none fo much as fh, whom 
ifthe fhould not often behold, he could not poffibly live, which fhe living with us he 
could not do. Having refolved upon no terms to put himfelf into our hands, or come 
amongtt us, therefore defired me to urge him no further, but return his brother this 
an{wer: that, “I defire no firmer affurance of his friendfhip than the promife he hath 
made : from me he hatha pledge, one of my daughters, which fo long’as fhe lives fhall 
be fufficient, when fhe dies, he thall have another: I hold it nota brotherly part to 
defire to bereave me of my two children at once. Farther, tell him, though he had no 
pledge at all, he need not diftruft any injury from me or my people; there have been 
too many of bis men and mine flain, and by my occafion there fhall never be more, 
(1, which have power to perform it, have faid it) although I fhould have juft caufe, for 
Tam now old, and would gladly end my days in peace: if you offer me injury, my 
country is large enough to go from you: thus much I hope will fatisfy my brother. 
Now becaufe you are weary, and I fleepy, we will thus end.” So commanding us 
victuals and lodging, we refted that night ; and the next morning he came to vifit us, 
and kindly conduéted us to the beft cheer he had. Winitam ParkeR. 


‘While I here remained, by chance came an Englifhmar, whom there had been fur- 
prifed three years ago at Fort Henry, grown fo like, both in complexion and_habit 
like a favage, I knew him not, but by his tongue: he defired me to procure his liba.ty, 
which I intended, and fo far urged Powhatan, that he grew difcontented, and told me, 


you have one of my daughters, and I am content ; but you cannot fee one of your men 
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with me, but you muft have him away, or break friendthip; if you muft needs have 
him, you fhall go home without guides, and if any evil befall you, thank yourfelves: I 
told him I would, but if I returned not well, he muft expeét a revenge; and his brother 
might have juft caufe to fufpect him. So in paffion heleft me till fupper, and then gave 
me fuch as he had with a cheerful countenance: about midnight he awaked us, and 
promifed in the morning my return with Parker: but I muft remember his brother to 
fend him ten great pieces of copper, a fhaving-knife, a frow, a grind ftone, anet, fith- 
hooks, and fuch toys; which left I fhould forget, he caufed me write in a table-book he 
had; however he got it, ir was a fair one; I defired he would give it me; he told me no, 
it did him much good in fhewing to ftrangers ; yet in the morning when we departed, 
having furnifhed us well with provifion, he gave each of us a buck’s fkin as well dreffed 
us could be, and fent two more to his fon and daughter: and fo we returned to 
James Town. : i 

Written by Mr. RatpH Hamor and Joun Roper. 


. Ihave read the fubftance of this relation in a letter written by Sir Thomas Dale, 
another by Mr. Whitaker, and a third by Mr. John Rolfe, how careful they were to 
inftru€t her in chriftianity, and how capable and derroys fhe was thereof; after fhe had 
been fome time thus tutored, the never had defire to go to her father, nor could well 
endure the fociety of her own nation; the true affe@ion fhe conftantly bore her 
hufband was much ; and the ftrange apparitions and violent paffions he endured for her 
love,-as he deeply protefted, was wonderful ; and fhe openly renounced her country’s 
idolatry, confeffed the faith of Chrift, and was baptized, but either the coldnefs of the 
adventurers, or the bad ufage of that was colleéted, or both, caufed this worthy knight 
to wrie thus: ‘* Oh why fhould fo many princes and noblemen engage themfelves, and 
thereby intermeddling herein, have caufed a number of fouls tranfport themfelves, and 
be tranfported hither? Why fhould they, I fay, relinquith this fo glorious an ation: 
for if their ends be to build Goda church, they ought to perfevere;_ if otherwife, yet 
their honour engageth them to be conftant; howfoever they ftand affected, here is 
enough «o content them. Thefe are the things have animated me to ftay a little feafon 
from them, I am bound in confcience to return unto; leaving all contenting pleafures 
and mundall delights, to refide here with much turmoil, which I will ratherdo than 
fee God’s glory diminifhed, my King and country difhonoured, and thefe poor fouls I 
have in charge revived, which would quickly happen if I fhould leave them; fo few I 
have with me fit to command or manage the bufinefs: Mr. Whitaker, their preacher, 
complaineth, and much mufeth, that fo few of our Englifh minifters, that were fo hot 
againft the furplice and fubfcription come hither, where neither is fpoken of. Do they 
not wilfully hide their talents, or keep themfelves at home, for fear of lofing a few 
pleafures ; be there not any among them of Mofes’s mind, and of the apoftles, that 
forfook all to follow Chrift? but I refer them to the Judge of all hearts, and to the 
King that fhall reward every one according to his talent. 

From Virginia, June 18, 1614, 


The bufinefs being brought to this perfe@ion, Captain Argall returned. foz England 
in the latter end of June 1614, arriving in England, and bringing thefe good tidings to 
the council and company by the affiftances of Sir Thomas Gates, that allo had returned 
from Virginia but the March before; it was prefently concluded, that to fupply 
this good fuccefs with all expedition, the ftanding lottery fhould be drawn with 
all diligent conveniency, and that pofterity may remember upon occafion to ufe the 
like according to the declaration, I think it not amifs to remember thie mach. 


SMITH’S VIRGINIA’ . ay 


"The Contents of the Declaration of the Lottery publifhed by the Council. 


IT is apparent to the world, by how many former proclamations, we manifefted our 
intents to have drawn out the great ftanding lottery long before this, which not falling 
out as we defired, and others expected, whofe monies are adventured therein, we 
thought good, therefore, for the avoiding ‘all unjuft and finifter conftructions, to re- 
folve the doubts of all indifferent minded, in three {pecial points for their better fatif- 
faction. : j 

But ere I go any further, let us remember there was a running lottery ufed a long 
time in St. Paul’s Church-yard, where this ftood, that brought into the treafury good. 
fums of money daily, though the lot was but fmall. 

Now for the points: the firft is, for'as much as the adventurers came in fo flackly 
for the year paft, without prejudice to the generality, in lofing the blanks and prizes, 
we were forced to petition to the Honourable Lords, who out of their noble care to 
further this plantation, have recommended their letters to the countries, cities, and 
good towns in England, which we hope by fending in their voluntary adventurers will 
fufficiently fupply us. 

The fecond, for fatisfaétion to all honeft well affected minds, is, that though this 
expectation anfwer not our hopes, yet we have not failed in_our Chriftian care the good. 
of that colony, to whom we have lately fent two fundry fupplies, and were they but 
now fupplied with more hands, we fhould foon refolve the divifion of the country by 
lot, and fo leffen the general charge. 

The third is, our conftant refolution, that feeing our credits are fo far engaged to 
the Honourable Lords and the whole ftate, for the drawing this great lottery, which 
we intend fhall be without delay the 26th of June next, defiring all fuch as have un- 
dertaken with books to folicit their friends, that they will not withhold their monies till 
the lait month be expired, left we be unwillingly forced to proportion a lefs value and 
number of our blanks and prizes, which hereafter followeth. 


Welcomes. 
Crownss 
To him that firft fhall be drawn out with a blank - - - - + 100 
To the fecond - ° - az . e 5 . é - - 50 


Yo the third =< - - - - - . - 25 
To him that every day during the drawing of this lottery fhall be firt drawn 
out with a blank - Ste - - - - - - 10 
Prizes. ; 
Crowns, 
x Great prize of - - - - 7 * - 4500 
2 Great prizes, each of =~ - - - 2000 
4 Great prizes, each of - 7 - ey - 1000 
~. 6 Great prizes, each of - - - = 590 
10 Prizes, each of == - - - - 300 
20 Prizes, each of - * - - 200 
1co Prizes, eachof  - = - ens - 100 
200 Prizes, each of . - “ - « 50 - 


20 
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Crowns, 
1000 Prizes, each of - 3 a . a lo 
1000 Prizes, each of eo us . e os a 
1000 Prizes, each of - . . - : 6 
4000 Prizes, each of = = - 2 = 4 
1000 Prizes, each of - = “ = = 3 
1000 Prizes, each of es = - ‘ 2 2 
Rewards. 
Crowns. 
To him that fhall be laft drawn out with a blank - - - 25. 
To him that putteth in the greateft lot under one name - a - - 400 
, Fo him that putteth in the fecond greateft number - ~ = 300 
To him that putteth in the third greateft number - - - - = 200 


To him that putteth in the fourth greateft number - 


° - 4100 
If divers be of equal number, their rewards are to be divided proportionally. 
Addition of new Rewards. g 
The blank that fhall be drawn out next before the great prize fhall have < 2 5 
The blank that fhall be drawn out next after the faid great prize - - 25 


The blanks that fhall be drawn out immediately before the tw 


© next great 
“prizes fhall have each of them - 2 


- - - - - 20 
The feveral blanks next after them, each fhall have - - ° = 20 
‘The feveral blanks next before the four great prizes, each fhall have - 15 
‘The feveral blanks next after them, each fhall have * ie - 15 
‘The feveral blanks next before the fix great prizes, each fhall hav - - 10: 
The feveral blanks next after them, each fhall have - . - 10 


The_prizes, welcomes, and rewards fhall be paid in ready money, plate, or other 
goods reafonably rated; if any diflike of the plate or goods, he {hall have money, 
abating only the tenth part, except in {mall prizes of ten crowns or under. 

The money for the adventurers is to be paid to Sir Thomas Smith, knight, and 
treafurer for Virginia, or fuch officers as he fhall appoint in city or country, under the 
common {eal of the company for the receipt thereof. 

All prizes, welcomes, and rewards, drawn wherever they dwell, fhall of the treafurer 
have prefent pay ; and whofoever ‘under one name or poefy payeth three pounds in 
ready money, fhall receive fix fhillings and eight-pence, or a filver fpoon of that value 
at his choice, 

About this time it chanced a Spanifh fhip beat to and again before Point Comfort, 
and at lait {ent afhore their boat as defirous of a pilot. Captain James Davis, the 
governor, immediately gave them one, but he was no fooner in the boat, but away 
they went with him, leaving three of their companions behind them, this fudden 
accident occafioned fome diftruft, and a ftri@ examination of thofe three thus left, yet 
with as good ufage as our eftate could afford them. They only confeffed having loft 
their admiral ; accident had forced them into thofe parts, and two of them were 
captains, and in chief authority in the fleet ; thus they lived till one of them was found 
to Lean Englithman, and had been the Spaniards’ pilot for England in 1588, and havin 
Here induced fome mal-contents to believe his projects, to run away with a {mall bark, 
which was apprehended, fome executed, and he expecting but the hangman’s courtefy, 

Pe dire@tly 
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direétly-confeffed that two or three Spanith thips was at fea, purpofely:to difcover the 
eftate of the colony, but their commiflion was not to be opened ti they arrived in 
the bay, fo that of any thing more he was utterly ignorant. One of the Spaniards at 
laft died, the other was fent for England, but this reprieved, till Sir Thomas Dale 
hanged him at fea in his voyage homeward; the Englifh pilot they carried for Spain, 
whom after a long tie imprifonment, with much fuit was returned for England. 
Whilft thofe things were effe€ting, Sir Thomas Dale having fettled to his thinking 
all things in good order, made choice of one Mr. George Yearly to be deputy- 
governor in his abfence, and fo returned for England, accompanied with Pocahontas, 
the King’s daughter, and Mr. Rolfe her hufband, and arrived at Plymouth the rath 


of June 1616. 


The Government left to Captain Yearly. 


NOW a little to commentary upon all thefe proceedings, let me leave but this as a 
caveat by the way; if the alteration of government hath fubverted great empires, how 
dangerous is it then in the infancy of a commonwealth? The multiplicity of governors 
is a great-damage to any ftate, but uncertain daily changes are burdenfome, becaufe 
their entertainments are chargeable, and many will make hay whilft the fun doth 
fhine, however it {hall fare with the generality. . 

This dear bought land with fo much blood and coft, hath only madefome few rich, 
and all the reft lofers. But it was intended at the firlt, the firft undertakers fhould be 
firft preferred and rewarded, and the firft adventurers fatisfied, and they of all the reft 
are the moft negleéted ; and thofe that never adventured a groat, never {aw the country, 
nor ever did any fervice for it, employed in their places, adorned with their deferts, 
and enriched with their ruins; and when they are éed fat, then in cometh others fo 
lean as they were, who through their omnipotency doth as much. ‘hus what one 
officer doth another undoth, only aiming at their own ends; thinking all the world 
derides his dignity, cannot fill his coffers being in authority with any thing. _ Every 
man hath his mind free, but he can never be a true member to that eftate, that to 
enrich himfelf beggars all the country. Which bad courfe there are many yet in this 
noble plantation, whofe true honour and worth as much {corns it, as the other love it ; 
for the nobility and gentry there is fcarce any of them expects any thing but the prof- 
perity of the action: and there are fome merchants and others, I am confidently 
perfuaded, do take more care and pains, nay, and at their continual great charge, 
than they could be hired to for the love of money, fo honeftly regarding the general 

ood of this great work, they would hold it worfe than facrilege, to wrong it but a 
~fhilling, or extort upon the common foldiersa penny. But to the purpofe, and to 
follow the hiftory. ; 

Mr. George Yearly, now invefted deputy-governor by Sir Thomas Dale, applied 
himfelf for the moft: part in planting tobacco, as the moft prefent commodity they 
could devife for a prefent gain, fo that every man betook himfelf to the belt place he 
could for the purpofe: now though Sir Thomas Dale had caufed fuch an abundance 
of corn to be planted, that every man had fufficient, yet the fupplies fent us, 
came fo unfurnifhed:as quickly eafed us of our fuperfluity. To relieve their necefli- 
ties, he fent to the Chickahamanias for the tribute-corn Sir Thomas Dale and 
Captain Argall had conditioned for with them: but fuch a bad anfwer they retumed 
him, that he drew together one hundred of his beft fhot, with whom he went to 
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With riueh {corn and contempt, telling ‘him he was but Sie Thomas Dale’s man, and 
théy had payed his mafter according ‘to condition, but‘to give any to-him they had no 
fach order, neither would they obey him as’ they had done his mafter; diter he had 
told them his authority, ahd that he had'the fame power to enforce them that Dale 
had, they dared him to come on fhore to fight, prefuming more of his not daring, 
than their own valour. Yearly feeing their infolencies, made no great difficulty to 
go on fhore at Ozinies, and they as little to encounter him: but marching from thence 
towards Mamanahunt, they put themfelves in the fame order they fee us, lead by their 
Captain Kiffanacomen, governor of Ozinies, and fo marched clofe-along-by us, each as 
threatening other who fhould firft begin, But that night we quartered againft Mamana- 
hunt, and they paffed the river. ‘The next day we followed them; there are few 
places in Virginia had then more plain ground together, nor more plenty of corn, 
which although it was but newly gathered, yet they had hid it in the woods where 
ave could not find it: a good time we {pent thus in arguing the caufe, the favages 
without fear {tanding in troops amongit us, feeming as if their countenances had been 
faficient to daunt us: what other practices they had I know not, but to prevent the 

worft, our captain caufed us all to make ready, and upon the word, to let fy am 
them, where he appointed : others alfo he commanded to feize on them they oad 
“for prifoners ; all which being done according to our direétion, the captain gave the 
word, and we prefently difcharged, where twelve lay, fome- dead, the reft for life 
fpra.ling on the ground, twelve more we took prifoners, two whereof were brothers, 
two of their eight elders, the one took. by Serjeant Boothe, the other by Robert, a 
Polonian ; near one hundred bufhels of corn we had for their ranfoms,. which was 
promifed the foldiers for a reward, but it was not performed: now Opechancanough 
had agreed with our captain for the fubjedting of thofe people, that neither he nor 
Powhatan could ever bring to their obedience, ‘and that he fhould make no peace with 
them without his advice: in our return by Ozinies with our prifoners, we met 
Opechancanough, who with>much ado feigned with what pains he had procured. their 
peace, the which to requite, they called him the King of Ozinies, and brought him 
from all parts many prefents of beads, copper, and fuch trafh as they had; here as at 
many other times we were beholden to Captain Henry Spilman our interpreter, a gen- 
tleman who had lived long time in this country, and fometimes a prifoner among the 
favages, and done much good fervice, though but badly rewarded. From hence we - 
marched towards James Town; we had three boats loaded with corn and other luggage, 
the one of them, being more. willing to be at James Town with the news than the 
other, was overfet, and eleven men caft away with the boat, corn and all their provi- 
fion; notwithftanding, this put all the reft of the favages in that fear, efpecially in 
regard of the great league we had with Opechancanough, that we followed our labours 
quietly, and in fuch fecurity, that divers favages of other nations daily frequented us 
with what provifions they could get, and would guide our men on hunting, and often 
hunt for us themfelves. Captain Yearly had a favage or two fo well trained up to 
their pieces, they were as expert as any of the Englith, and one he kept purpofely to 
kill him fowl. ‘There were divers others had favages in like manner for. their men, 
Thus we lived together as if we had been one people, all the time Captain Yearly 
ftayed with us; but fuch grudges and difcontents daily increafed among ourfelves, that 
upon the arrival of Captain ‘Argall, fent by the council and company to be our 
gevernor, Captain Yearly returned for England in the year 1617. 

From the writings of Captain NaTHanier PowzL1, WILLiaM 
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During this time the Lady Rebecca, alias Pocahontas, daughter. to Powhatan, by 
the diligent care of Mr. John Rolfe, her hufband and his friends, was taught to {peal 
fuch Englifh as might well be underftood, well inftruéted in chriftianity, and was 
become very formal and civil after our Englifh manner; fhe had alfo by him a child, 
which fhe loved moft dearly, and the treafurer and company took order both for the 
maintenance of her and it, befides there were divers perfons of great rank and quality 
had been very kind to her; and before fhe arrived at London, Captain Smith, to 
deferve her former courtefies, made her qualities known to the Queen’s moft Excellent 
Majefty and her court, and wrote a little book to this effe& to the Queen: an abftra& 
whereof followeth : 


To the moft high and virtuous Princefs Queen Anne of Great Britain. 


Moft admired Queen, ; 

THE love I bear my God, my King, and country, hath fo often emboldened me in 
the worft of extreme dangers, that now honefty doth conftrain me prefume thus far 
beyond myfelf to prefent Your Majefty this hort difcourfe: if ingratitude be a deadly 
paifon to all’honeft virtues, I muft be guilty of that crime, if 1 fhould omit any means 
to be thankful. So it is, 

That fome ten years ago, being in Virginia, and taken prifoner by the power of Pow- 
hatan, their chief king, I received from this great favage exceeding great courtefy, <fpe- 
cially from his fon Nantaquaus, the moft manlieft, comelieft, boldet fpirit I ever faw in 
a favage, and his filter Pocahontas, the king’s moft dear and well-beloved daughter, 
being but a child of twelve or thirteen years of age, whofe compaffionate pitiful Leart, 
of my defperate ftate, gave me much .caufe to refpett her; I being the chriftian 
this proud King and his grim attendants ever faw, and thus enthralled in their barbarous 
power, I cannot fay I felt the leaft occafion of want that was in the power of thofe my 
mortal foes to prevent, notwithftanding all their threats. After fome fix weeks fatting 
eye ye thofe favage courtiers, at the minute of my execution, fhe hazarded the-beating 
out of her own brains to fave mine, and not only that, but fo prevailed with her father, 
that I was fafely cbnducted to James Town, where I found about eight-and-thirty mife~ 
rable poor and fick creatures, to keep poffeffion of all thofe large territories of Virginia, 
fuch was the weaknefs of this poor commonwealth, as had the favages not fed us, we 
dire&tly had ftarved. 

And this relief, moft gracious Queen, was commonly brought us by this Lady 
Pocahontas, notwithftanding all thefe paffages when incon{tant Fortune turned our peace 
to war, this tender virgin would ftill not {pare to dare to vifit us,and by her our jars have 
been oft appeafed, and our wants {till fupplied ; were it the policy of her father thus 
to employ her, or the ordinance of God thus to make her his inftrument, or her ex- 
traordinary gffection to our nation, I know not ; but of this I am fure, when her father, 
with the utmoft of his policy and power, fought to furprize me, having but eighteen 
with me, the dark night could not affright her from coming through the irkfome woods, 
and with watered eyes, gave me intelligence, with her belt advice, to efcape his fury ; 
which had he known, he had furely flain her. James Town, with her wild train, ‘the 
as freely frequented as her father’s habitation ; and during the time of two or three 

ears, fhe next, under God, was ftill the inftrument to preferve this colony from death, 
amine, and utter confufion, which if in thofe times had once been diffolved, Virginia 
might have lain as it was at our firft arrival to this day. Since then this bufineis having 
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Béeg titfindd and varied by manyraccidente-from that f left it/at, it is mol certain, after 
@lthig and troublefome war, after my departure, betwixt her father. and our colony, 
#1 which time the was not heard of, about fwo years after the herfelf was. taken pri- 
foner, being fo detained near two years longer ; thecolony by that means was relieved, 
peace concluded, and at latt, rejecting her barbarous condition, was married to an Englifh 
gentleman, with whom at this prefent fhe is in England; the firft Chriftian ever of 
that nation, the firft Virginian ever fpake Englith, or hada child in marriage by an 
Englifhman, 4 matter furely, if my meaning be truly confidered and well underftood, 
worthy a Princefs’$ underftanding. 

Thus, moft gracious Lady, I have related to Your Majefty, what at your beft leifure 
our approved hiftories will account yout large, and done in the time of Your Majefty’s 
life, and however this might be prefented you from a more worthy pen, it cannot from 
a more honeft heart ; as yet I never begged any thing of the ftate, or any, and it is my 
want of ability and her exceeding defert, your birth, means and authority, her birth, 
virtue, want, and fimplicity, doth-:make me thus bold, humbly to befeech Your Majefty 
to take this knowledge of her, though it be from one fo unworthy to be the reporter as 
myfelf, her hufband’s eftate not being able to make her fit to attend Your Majefty : 
the moft and leaft I can do, is to tell you this, becaufe none fo oft hath tried it as ‘Thy- 
felf, and the rather being of fo great a fpirit, however her ftature : if fhe fhould not be 
well received, feeing this kingdom may rightly have a kingdom by her means; her 
prefent love to us and chriftianity, might turn to fuch fcorn and fury, as to divert all 
this good to the worft of evil, where finding fo great a Queen fhould do her fome 
honour ‘more than fhe can imagine, for being fo kind to your fervants and fubjeéts, 
would fo.ravith her with content, as endear her deareft blood to effe& that Your .Ma- 
jefty and all the King’s honeft fubjeéts moft earneftly defire ; and fo I humbly kifs 
your gracious hands. 2 ug StS 

Being about this time preparing to fet fail for New England, I could not ftay to do 
her that fervice I defired, ang fhe well deferved ; but hearing fhe was at Branford, with 
divers of my friends, I went to fee her: after a modeft falutation, without any word, 
fhe turned abqut, obfcured her face, as not feeming well contented ; and in that hu- 
mour, her hufband, with divers others, we all left her two or three hours, repenting 
myfelf:to.have writ the could fpeak Englifh. But not long after, fhe began to talk, 
‘and remembered me well what courtefies fhe had done; faying, ‘* You did promife 
Powhatan what was yous fhould be his, and he the like to you; you called him father, 
being in his land a firanger, and by the fame reafon, fo muft I do you :” which, theugh 
I would have excufed, I durft not allow of that title, becaufe fhe was a King’s daughter. 
With a well-fet countenance, fhe faid, ‘* Were you not afraid to come into my father’s 
country, and caufed fear in him and all his people (but me); and fear you here I fhould 
call you father? 1 tell you then I will, and you fhall call me child, and fo I will be for 
ever and ever your countryman. They did tell us always you were dead, and I1_ knew 
no: other till I came to Plymouth; yet Powhatan did command Vetamatomakkin to 
feek you, and know the truth, becaufe your countrymen will lie much.”” 

This favage, one of Powhatan’s council, being amongft them held an underftanding 
fellow, the King purpofely fent him, as they fay, to number the people here, and inform 
him well what we were, and our ftate. Arriving at Plymouth, according to his direc- 
tions, he got along flick, whereon. by notches he did think to have kept.the number 
of all the men he could fee, but he was quickly weary of that tafk ; coming to London, 


where by chance I met him, having renewed our acquaintance, where many were de- 
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to thew him our God, the King, Queen, and'Piince, Ffo much hadtié 
cerning God, I told-him the beft I could ; the King, I heard, he had 
he‘thould fee when he would; he denied ever to have feen the King, till by: ¢irc 
ftances he was fatisfied-he had ; then he replied very fadly, ““ You gave Powhatan a 
white dog, which Powhatan-fed as himfelf; but your King gave me nothing, and I am 
better than your white dog.” ; . 

The fmall time I ftaid in London, divers. courtiers and others, my acquaintgnces, hath 
gone with me to fee‘ her, that generally concluded, they did think God had a’ great hand 
in her converfion, and they have feen many Englith ladies worfe favoured, propor. . 
tioned, and behavioured ; and as fince I have heard it pleafed both the King and Queen’s 
Majefty honourably to efteem her, accompanied with that honourable lady the Lady 
Dela Warre, and that honourable Lord her husband, and divers other perfons of good 
qualities, both publicly at the mafks and otherwife, to her great fatisfaction and con. 
tent, which doubtlefs fhe would have deferved, had fhe lived to arrive in Virginia. 


The Government devolved to Captain Samuel Argall, 1617. 


THE treafurer, council, and company having well furnifhed, Captain Samuel 
Argall, the lady Pocahontas alias Rebecca, with her bufband and others, in the good 
fhip called the George, it pleafed God,.at Gravefend, to take this young’ lady to his 
mercy, where fhe made not more forrow for her unexpected death, than joy to the 
beholders, to hear and fee her make fo religious and godly an end, Her Ihde child, 
‘Thomas Rolfe, therefore was left at Plymouth, with Sir Lewis Stukly, that dofired the 
keeping of it. Captain Hamar, his vice-admiral, was gone before, but he foynd him 
at Plymouth. In March they fet fail, 1617, and in May he arrived at James. Town, 
where he was kindly entertained by Captain Yearley and his company ina martial ‘erder, 
whofe right hand file was led by an Indian. Ip James Town he found but five or: fix 
houfes, the church down, the pallifadoes broken, the byidge in pieces, the well’of 
frefh water fpoiled ; the ftore-houfe they ufed for the church, the market-place, and’. 
Streets, and all other fpare places planted with tobacco, the favages as frequent in thelr - 
houfes as themfelves, whereby they were become expert in our arms, and hada great 
many in their cuftody and poffeffion, the colony -difperfed all about, planting tobacco. 
Captain Argall not likipg thofe proceedings, altered them agreeable to his own mindp 
taking the beft order he could for repairing thofe defeCtsfwhich did exceedingly 
trouble us ; we were conftrained every year to build and repair our old cottages, which 
were always a decaying in all places of the country ; yea, the very courts of guard 
built by Sir Thomas Dale, was ready to fall, and the pallifadoes not fufficient to keep 
out hogs. Theirnumber of people were about four hundred, but not paft two hun- 
dred fit for hufbandry and tillage: we found there in all one hundred and twenty-eight 
cattle, and fourfcore and eight goats, befides innumerable numbers of fwine ; and good 
plenty of corn in fome places: yet thenext year the captain fent outa frigate and a 
pinnace, that brought us near fix hundred bufhels more, which did greatly relieve the 
whole colony : for from the tenants we feldom had above four ‘hundred buthels of rent 
corn to the ftore, and there was not remaining of the companies’ company, paft four- 
and-fifty men, women and children. oe ; 

This year having planted our fields, came a great drougnt, and fuch a cruel ftorm 
of hail, which did fuch {poil both to the corn and tobacco, that we reaped but frzall 
profit, the magazine that came in the George, being five months in her paflage, _Proved 
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nergy. badly conditioned, but ere fhe arrived, we had gathered and made up our tobaces, 
‘the Belt at three fhillings the pound; the reft at eighteen pence. 7 
To fupply us, the council and company, with all poffible care and ‘diligence, fur- 
‘nithed a/good thip, of fome two hundred and fifty tons, with two hundred people and 
the Lord, la Ware. They fet fail in April, and took their courfe by the weftern ifles, 
where the governor of the ifle of Saint Michael received the Lord la Ware, and 
honourably feafted him, with all the content he could givehim. Going from thénce, 
they were long troubled with contrary winds, in which time many of them fell very fick, 
“thirty died, ‘pne of which number was that moft honourable lord governor the Lord La 
“Ware, whofeymott noble and generousdifpofitionis wellknown, to hisgreat coft, had been 
mott forward in this bufinefs, for his country’s good : yet this tender ftate of Virginia 
‘was not grown to that maturity to maintain fuch ftate and pleafure as was fit for fuch 
‘a perfonage, \with fo brave and great attendance : for fome fmall number of adven- 
turous gentleipen to make difcoveries, and lie in garrifon, ready upon any occafion to 
keep in fear the inconftant favages, nothing were more requifite, but to have mare to 
wait and play. than work, or. more commanders and officers than induftrious labouters, 
was not fo neceflary : for in Virginia, a plain feldier, that can ufe a pick-axe “and 
{pade, is better than five knights, although they were knights that could break _a lance; 
for men of great place, not inured to thofe encounters, when they find things not 
fuitable, grow many times fo difcontented, they forget themfelves, and oft become fo _ 
carelefs, that a difcontented melancholy brings to them much forrow, and to others 
‘much mifery. At laft they ftood in for the coaft of New England, where they met a 
‘fmall Frenchman, rich of beavers and other furs. ‘Though we had here but fmall 
knowlddge of the coaft nor country, yet they took fuch an abundance of fith and fowl, 
‘and fo well refrefhed themfelves there with wood and water, as by the help of God 
thereby, having been at fea fixteen weeks, got to Virginia, who without this relief had 
-heen in great danger to perifh. ‘The Frenchmen made them fuch a feaft, with fuch 
-an abundance of variety of fith, fowl, and fruits, as they all admired, and little ex- 
_peéted that wild wildernefs could afford fuck wonderful abundance of plenty. In this 
_fhip came about two hundred men, but very little provifion, and the fhip called the 
‘Treafuret came in again not long after with forty paffengers ; the Lord la Ware thip, 
alying in Virginia three months, we victualled her with three {core bufhels of corn, and 
éight hogtheads of flethy befides other vi€tuals fhe fpent whilftthey tarried there: this 
fhip brought us advice that great multitudes were a preparing in England to be fent, 
and relied much upon that victuals they fhould find here : whereupon our captain 
‘alled a council, and writ to the council here in England the ftate of the colony, and 
what a great mifery would enfue, if they fent not provifion as well as people; and 
whatthey did fuffer for want of fkilful hufbandmen, and means to fet their ploughs on 
work, having as good ground as any man can defire, and about forty bulls and oxen, 
but they wanted men-to bring them to labour, and irons for the ploughs, and harnefs 
for the cattle. Some thirty or forty acres we had fown with one plough, but it ftood 
folong on the ground before it was reaped, it was moft fhaken, and the reft fpoiled 
with the cattle and rats in the barn, but no better corn could be for the quantity. 
Richard Killingbeck being with the captain at Kekoughtan, defired leave to return to 
his wife at Charles. Hundred, he went to James Town by water, there he got four more 
ito go with him by land, but it proved that he intended to go trade with the Indians of 
“Chickahamania, where making fhew of the great quantity of truck they had, which 
“the favaces perceiving, parily for their truck, partly for revengé of fome friends they 
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spretended fhould have been flain by Captain Yearley, one of them, with an Englith 


‘piece, thot Killingbeck ‘dead; the’other Pivages  affaulted “thé veft>and- lew them, 
ftripped'them, and took what they-had; but fearing this murther would domteito‘light, 
and might caufe them to fuffer‘for it, would now proceed to the perfection of villainy ; 
‘for prefently they robbed their Machacomocko houfe of the town, ftole all the'Indian 
treafure thereout, and fled into the woods, as other Indians related. On Sunday ‘fol- 
lowing, one Parfax, that dwelt a mile from the town, going to church, left his wife 
and three fmall children: fafe at home, ashe thought, and a young youth : fhe fup- 
pofing prayer to be done, left the children, and went to meet her hufband ;. prefently 
after came three or four of thofe fugitive favages, entered the houfe, and flew a boy 
and three children, and alfo another youth thar ftole out of the church in prayer time, 
meeting them, was likewife murdered. Of this difafter the captain fent to Opechan- 
kanough for fatisfaction ; but he excufed the matter, ‘as altogether ignorant of it.; at 
the fame time the favages that were robbed were complaining to Opechankanough,-and 
much feared the Englith would be revenged on them, fo that Opechankanough fent to 
Captain Argall, to affure him the peace fhould never be broken by him, defiring that 
he would not revenge the injury of thofe fugitives upon the innocent people of that 
town, which town he fhould have, and fent him a bafket of earth, as poffeffion given 
of it, aad promifed, fo foon as poflibly they could catch thefe robbers, to fend him 
their heads for fatisfaGtion, but he never performed it. ; 
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A Relation from Mr. John Rolfe, June 15, 1618. 


- CONCERNING the ftate of our new common-wealth, it is fomewhat bettered, for we 
have fufficient to content ourfelves, though not in fuch abundance as is vainly reported 
in England. Powhatan died this laft April, yet the Indians continue in peace. Itopatin, 
his fecond brother, fucceeds him, and both he and Opechankanough have confirmed our 
former league. On the 11th of May, about‘ten of the clock in the night, happened-a 
moft fearful tempeft, but it continued not paft half an hour, which poured down hail- 
ftones eight or nine inches about, that none durft go out of their doors, and though it 
tore the bark and leaves of the trees, yet we find not they hurt either man or beatt ; 
it fell only about James Town, for but a mile to the eaft, and twenty to the weft there 
was no hail at all. ‘Thus in peace every man_ followed his building and planting 
without any accidents worthy of note. Some private differences happened betwixt 
Captain Brufter and Captain Argall, and Captain Argall and the company here in 
England; but ofthem Iam not fully informed, neither are they here for any ufe, and’ 
therefore unfit to be remembered. In December one Captain Stallings, an old planter 
in thofe parts, being employed by them of the weft country, fora fifhing voyage, in New- 
England, fell foul of a Frenchman, whom he took, leaving his own fhip to return for 
England, himfelf with a fmall company remained in the French bark, fome fmall. time- 
after upon the coaft, and thence returned to winter in Virginia. : 


: The Government furrrender to Sir George Yearlep. 


FOR to begin with the year of our Lord 1619, there arrived a little preatenprvsiey 
from Englasid about Eafter, for Captain Argall, who taking order for his affairs, within 


four or five days returned in her, and left for his deputy, Captain. Nathaniel. Powel. 
9. fan ; : On 
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Onthé i8th of April, which Was Dit ten or twelve days after, arrived Sir ; 
Yeatrley, by whom we underftood Sit Edwin Sands was chofen treafurer,’and Mr. John 
Farrar his deputy, and what great fapplies was a preparing to be fent us, which did 
favith us fo much with joy and content, we thought ourfelves now fully fatisfied for 
our long toil and labours, and as happy mien as any in the world. Notwithftanding, fuch 
an accident happened Captain Stallings, the next day his thip was caft away, and he not 
jong after flain in a private quarrel. Sir George Yearley, to begin his government, 
added tobe of his council, Captain Francis Weft, Captain Nathaniel Powell, Mr. John 
Pory, Mr; John Rolfe, and Mr. William Wickam, and Mr. Samuel Macocke, and 
propounded to have a general affembly with aH expedition. Upon the rath of this 
month, came in a pinnace of Captain Bargrave’s, and on the 17th, Captain Lownes, and 
one Mr. Evans, who intended to plant themfelves at Warafkoyack, but now Opechan+ 
kanough will not come at us, that caufes us to fufpe&t his former promifes. 

Ja May came in the Margaret of Briftol, with four and thirty men, all well and in 
health, and alfo many devout gifts, and we wére much troubled in examining fome 
{candalous letters fent into England, to difgrace this country with barrénnefs, to dif- 
courage the adventurers, and fo bring it and us to ruin and confufion ; notwithftanding 
we find by them of beft experience, an induftrious man not other ways employed, may 
well tend four acres of corn, and one thoufand plants of tobacco, and where they fay an 
acre will yield but three or four barrels, we have ordinarily four or five, but of new 
ground, fix, feven, and eight, and a barrel of geafe and beans, which we efteem as good 
as two of corn, which is after thirty or forty bufhels an acre; fo that one man may 

rovide corn for five, and apparel for two, by the profit of his tobacco: they fay alfo 

nglifh wheat will yield but fixteen bufhels an acre, and we have reaped thirty; befides 
to manure the land, no place hath more white and blue marble than here, had we but 
carpenters to build and make carts and ploughs, and fkilful men that know how to 
ufe them, and train up our cattle to draw them, which though we endeavour to effett, 
yet our want of experience brings but little to perfeCtion but planting tobacco, and yet 
of that many are fo covetous to have much, they make little good; befides there are 
fo many fofifticating tobacco-mongers in England, were it never fo bad, they would 
fell it for Verinas, and the trafh that remaineth fhould be Virginia, fuch devilifh bad 
minds we know fome of our own countrymen do bear, not only to the bufinefs, 
but alfo to our mother Englafid herfelf; could they or durft they as freely defame 
her. : 

The 25th of June came in the Trial with corn and cattle all in fafety, which took 
from us clearly all fear of famine; then our governor and council caufed burgeffes to 
be chofen in all places, and met at a general aflembly, where all matters were debated. 
thought expedient for the good of the colony, and Captain Ward was fent to Monahigan 
in New England, to fifh in May, and returned the latter end of May, but to finall pur- 
pofe, for they wanted falt: the George alfo was fent to Newfoundland with the Cape 
merchant; there the bought fith, that defrayed her charges, and made a good voyage in 
feven weeks. About the laft of Auguft came in a Dutch man of war that fold us 
twenty negroes, and Japazous, King of Patawomeck, came to James Town, to defite 
two fhips to come trade in his river, for a more plentiful year of corn had not been in 
a long time, yet very contagious, and by the treachery of one Poule in a manner 
turned gheathen, we were very jealous the favages would furprife us. “The governors 
heve bounded four corporations; which is the companies, the univerfity, the gover- 
mors and glebe land: Enfign Wiliam Spencer, and Thomas Barret a ferjeant, with 

3 


fome 


SMITHS: VIRGIN. wy 


fome others of the ancient planters being fet free, we are the firfi;faymers that. went 
orth, and have chofen places to their cantent, fo that pow knowing their own land, 
they ftrive who fhould exceed in building and planting. The fourth .of Nevember 
the Bonanoua came in with all her people Iuftly and well; not long after one Mr. 
Dirmer fent out by fome of Plymouth, for Néw England, arrived in a bark of five tons, 
and returned the next {pring ; notwithftanding the ill rumours of the unwholefomenefs 
of James Town, the, new comers that were planted at Old Pafpaheghe, little more than 
a mile from it, had their healths better than any in the country. In December Captain 
Ward returned from: Patawomeck ; the people there dealt falfly with him, fo that he 
took 800 bufhels of corn from them perforce. Captain Woddiffe of Briftol, came in 
not long after, with all his people lufty and in health, and we had two particular govex- 
nors fent us, under the titles of deputies to the company, the one to have charge of the 
College Lands, the other of the Company’s: now you are to underftand, that becaufe 
there have been many complaints againft the governors, captains, and officers in 
Virginia, for buying and felling men and boys, or to be fet over from one to another 
for a yearly rent, was held in England a thing moft intolerable, or that the tenants or 
lawful fervants fhould be put from their places, or abridged their covenants, was. fo 
odious, that the very report thereof Brought a great fcandal to the general action. The 
council in England did fend many good and worthy inftructions for the amending thofe 
abufes, and appointed a hundred men fhould, at the companies’ charge be allotted and 
provided to ferve and attend the governor during the time of his government, which 
number he was to make good at his departure, and leave to his fucceffor'in like manner, 
fifty to the deputy-governor of the Coilege Land, and fifty to the deputy of the 
Company’s Land, fifty to the treafurer, to the fecretary five and twenty, and more to 
the marfhal and Cape merchant; which they are alfo to leave to their fuccefforsy and 
likewife to every particular officer fuch a competency, as he might live well in his 
office, without oppreffing any under their charge, which good law I pray God it be well 
obferved ; and then we may truly fay in Virginia, we are the moft happy people in the 


world, . 
By me, Joun Rowrg. 


There went this year by the Company’s records eleven fhips and twelve hundred and: 
fixteen perfons to be thus difpofed on: tenants for the governor’s land four {core, be- 
fides fifty fent the former fpring ; for the Company’s land a hundred and thirty ; for 
the college a hundred ; for the glebe land fifty ; young women to make wives ninety 5. 
fervants for. public fervice fifty ;. and fifty more whofe labours were to bring up thirty 
of the infidels’ children ; the reft were fent to private plantations. 

“Two perfons unknown have given fair plate and ornaments for two communion. 
tables, the one at the college, the other at the church of Mrs. Mary Robinfon, who- 
towards the foundation gave two hundred pounds; and another unknown perfon fent 
to the treafurer five hundred and fifty pounds, for the bringgng up of the favage chil- 
dren in Chriftianity. Mr. Nicholas Farrar, deceafed, hath by his will given three hun- 
dred pounds to the college, to be paid when there fhall be ten young favages placed in 
it; in the mean time four-and-twenty pounds yearly to be diftributed unto three difcreet 
and godly young men in the colony, to bring up three wild young infidels in fome good 
courte of life; alfo there were granted eleven patents, upon condition to,traniport 
people and cattle to increafe the plantation. * . 
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A defperate Sea-fight betwixt two Spanifo Men of War and a Jmall Englifh Ship, at the 
Ife of Dominica, going to Virginia, by Captain Anthony Chefer. 

HAVING taken our journey towards ‘Virginia in the beginning of February, a thip 
called the Margaret and John, of one hundred and fixty tons, eight iron pieces and a 
falcon, with eighty paffengers befides failors, after many tempefts and foul weather, 
about the 14th of March we were in 13 and a half of northerly latitude, where we 
defcried a hip at hull: it being but a fair gale of wind, we edged towards her to fee 
what the was, but the prefently fet fail, and ran us quickly out of fight. This made, 
us keep our courfe for Metfalina, and the next day paffing Dominica, we came to an 
anchor at Guadaloupe, to take in frefh water. Six Frenchmen there, caft away fixteen 
months ago, came aboard us; they told us, that a Spanifh man of war, but feven days 
before, was feeking his confort; and this was the we defcried at hull. At Mevis we 
intended to refreth ourfelves, having been eleven weeks peftered in this unwholefome 
fhip; but there we found two tall thips with the Hollanders’ colours, but neceflity 
forcing us on thore, we anchored fair by them, and in friendly manner fent to hail 
them; but feeing they were Spaniards, retiring .o our fhip, they fent fuch a volley 
of fhot after us, that fhot the boat, fplit the oars, and fome through the cloaths, yet 
not a man hurt; and then followed with their great ordnance, that many times over- 
raked our fhip, which being fo cumbered with the paffengers’ provifions, our ordnance 
was not well fitted, nor any thing as it fhould have been; but perceiving what they 
were, we fitted ourfelves the beft we could to prevent a mifchief, feeing them warp 
themfelves to windward, we thought it not good to be boarded on both fides at an an- 
chor; we intended to fet fail, but that the vice-admiral battered fo hard our ftarboard 
fide, that we fell to our bufinefs, and anfwered their unkindnefs with fuch fair thot 
from a demi-culverine, that fhot her between wind and water, whereby fhe was glad 
to leave us and her admiral together. Coming fair by our quarter, he took in his 
Holland flag, and put forth his Spanifh colours, and fo hailed us. 

We quietly and quickly anfwered him, both what we were and whither bound, 
relating the effet of our commiffion, and the caufe of our coming thither for water, 
and not to annoy any of the King of Spain’s fubjeéts, nor any. She commanded us 
amain for the King of Spain; we replied, with enlarging the particulars, what friends 
both the Kings, our mafters, were ; and as we would do no wrong, we would take none. 
‘They commanded us aboard to fhew our commiffion, which we refufed, but if they 
would fend their boat to us willingly, they fhould fee it. But for anfwer they made 
two great fhot at us, with a volley of fmall fhot, which caufed us to leave the decks ; 
then, with many ill words, they laid us aboard, which caufed us to raife our main-fail, 
and give the word to our fmall fhot, which lay clofe and ready, that paid them in fuch 
fort, they quickly retired. The fight continued half an hour, as if we had been envi- 
roned with fire and {moke, until they difcovered the waite of our fhip naked, where 
they bravely boarded us loofe for loofe, hafting with pikes and {words to enter, but it 
pleafed God fo to direct our captain, and encourage our men with valour, that our 
pikes being formerly placed under our half-deck, and certain fhot lying clofe for that 
purpofe under the port-holes, encountered them fo rudely, that their fury was not 
only rebated, but their ha‘tinefs intercepted, and their whole company beaten back : 
many of our men were hurt, but Tam fure they had two for one. 

- In the end they were violently repulfed, until they were reinforced to charge again 
by their commands, who ftanding upon their honours, thought it a great indignity to 
- be 
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be fo affronted, which caufed a fecond charge, and that anfwered-with a fecond beating 
back: whereat the captain grew enraged, and, conftrained them.te came. on again 
afrefh, which they did fo effectually, that queftionlefs it had wrought an alteration, if 
the. God that tofleth monarchies, and teareth mountains, had not taught us to tofs our 
pikes with profperous events, and poured out a volley of finall thot amongft them, 
whereby that valiant commander was flain, and many of his foldiers dropped down 
likewife on the top of the hatches. his we faw with our eyes, and rejoiced with it at 
our hearts, fo that we might perceive good fuccefs coming on; our captain prefently 
took advantage of their difcomfiture, though with much commiferation of that refolute 
captain, at:d not only plied them agi: vith our ordnance, but had more fhot un- 
der the pikes, which was beftowed to good rurpofe, and amazed our enemies with 
the fuddcnnefs. 

Amongft the reft, one Lucas, our carpenter’s mate, muft not be forgotten, who 
perceiving ~-.2y how to annoy them, as they were thus puzzled and in a confufion, 
drew out a minion under the half-deck, and there bent it upon them in fuch a manner, 
that when it was fired, the cafes of ftones and pieces of iron fell upon them fo thick, 
as cleared the deck, and flew many ; and in fhort time we faw few affailants, but-fuch 
as crept from place to place covertly from the fury of our fhot, which now was thicker 
than theirs: for although as far as we may commend our enemies, they had done 
fomething worthy of commendations ;- yet, either wanting men, or being overtaken 
with the unlooked for valour of our men, they now began to fhrink, and give us leave 
to be wanton with our advantage. Yet we could only ufe but four pieces of ordnance, 
ut they ferved the turn as well as all the reft : for the was fhot fo oft between wind and. 
water, we faw they were willing to leave us, but by reafon fhe was faft in the latch of 
our cable, which in hafte of weighing our anchor hung aloof, fhe could not clear 
herfelf as fhe wrought to do, till one cut the cable with an axe, and was flain by freeing 
us. Having been aboard us two hours and a half, feeing herfelf clear, all the fhot 
we had played on both fides, which lafted till we were out of thot, then we difcovered, 
the vice-admiral coming to her affiitance, who began a-far off to ply us with their 
ordnance, and put usin mind we had another work in hand. Whereupon we feparated 
the dead and hurt bodies, and manned the fhip with the reft, and were fo well encouraged, 
we waifed them amain. ‘The admiral {tood aloof off, and the other would not come 
within falcon fhot, where fhe lay battering us till fhe received another payment from a 
demiculvering, which made her bear with the fhore for fmooth water to:‘mend her 
leaks, The next morning they both came up again with us, as if they had determined 
to devour us at once, but it feemed it was but a bravado, though they forfoek not our 
quarter for a time within mufket fhot : yet all the night only they kept us company, 
but made not a fhot, during which time we had leifure to provide us better than before ; 
but God be thanked they made only but a thew of another affault, ere fuddenly the 
vice-admiral fell aftern, and the other lay fhaking in the wind, and fo they both left us. 
The fight continued fix hours, and was the more unwelcome, becaufe we were fo ill 
provided, and had no intent to fight, nor give occafion to difturb them. As for the 
lofs of men, if religion had not taught us what by the providence of God is brought 
to pafs, yet daily experience might inform us, of the dangers of wars, and_ perils at 
fea, by ftorms, tempefts, fhipwrecks, encounters with pirates, mecting with enemies, 
crofs winds, long voyages, unknown fhores, barbarous nations, and an hundred in- 
conveniencies of which human policies are not capable, nor men’s conjeCtures app-e- 
henfive. We loft Dottor Bohun, a worthy valiant gentleman, (a long time brought 
up amongtt the moft learned furgeons, and phyficians in Netherlands, and this his 
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fecond journey to Virginia) ; and feven flain outright, two died fhortly of their wounds, 
fixteen was fhot, whofe limbs God be thanked was recovered without maim, and 
now fettled in Virginia : how many they loft we know not, but we fawa great many 
lie on the decks, and their fkuppers run with blood, they were about three hundred 
tons a piece, each fixteen or twenty brafs pieces. Captain Chefter, who in this fight 
had behaved himfelf like a moft vigilant, refolute, and a courageous foldier, as alfo our 
honeft and valiant mafter, did {till fo comfort and encourage us by all the means they 
could, at laft to all our great contents we arrived in Virginia, and from thence returned 
fafely to England. : 


The Names of the Adventurers for Virginia, alphabetically fét down, according to @ 
printed Book, fet out by the Treafurer and Couneil in this prefent Tear, 1620. 


A Sir Thomas Bludder, 
Sir William Aliffe, Sir George Bolles, 
Sir Roger Afton, Sir John Bingley, 
Sir Anthony Afhley, Sir Thomas Button, 
Sir John Akland, Sir Henry Beddingfield, 
Sir Anthony Aucher, Company of barbers-furgeons, - 
Sir Robert Afkwith, Company of bakers, 
Do€or Francis Anthony, Richard Banifter, 
Charles Anthony, ( John Bancks, 
Edward Allen, Miles Bancks, 
Edmund Allen, Efquire, Thomas Barber, 
John Allen, William Bonham, 
Thomas Allen, James Bryerley, 
William Atkinfon, Efquire, William Barners, 
Richard Ashcroft, Anthony Barners, Efquire, 
Nicholas Andrews, William Brewlter, 
John Andrews the elder, Richard Brooke, 
John Andrews the younger, Hugh Brooker, Efquire, 
James Afcough, Ambrofe Brewfey, 
Giles Allington, John. Brooke, 
Morris Abbot, Matthew Bromridge, 
Ambrofe Aften, : Chriftopher Brooke, Efquire, 
James Afkew, Martin Bond, 
Anthony Abdey, “| Gabriel Beadle, 
John Arundell, Efquire. - John Beadle, 
- David Borne, 
B Edward Barnes, 
Edward, Earl of Bedford, John Badger, 
James, Lord Bifhop of Bath and Wells, | Edmund Brandvell, 
Sir Francis Barrington, Robert Bowyer, Efquire, 
Sir Morice Barkley, Robert Bateman, 
Sir John Benet, ‘Thomas Britton, 
Sir Thomas Beamont, Nicholas Benfon, 
Sir Amias Bamfield, _ Edward Bifhop, 
“Sir John Bourcher, Peter Burgoney, 
Sir Edmond Bowyer, ‘Thomas Burgoney, 
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Robert Burgoney, 
Chriftopher Baron, 
Reter Benfon, 

John Baker, 

John Buftoridge, 
Francis Burley, 
William Brown, 
Robert Barker, 

Samuel Burnham, 
Edward Barkley, 
William Bennet, * 
Captain Edward Brewfter, 
Thomas Brocket, 

John Bullock, 

George Bache, 
Thomas Bayly, 
William Barkley, 
George Butler, 
Timothy Bathurft, 
George Burton, 
Thomas Bret, 

Captain John Brough, 
Thomas Baker, 

John Blunt, 

Thomas Bayly, 
Richard and Edward Blunt, 
Mineon Burrell, 
Richard Blackmore, 
William Beck, 
Benjamin Brand, 

John Bufbridge, 
William Burrell, - 
William Barrett, 
Francis Baldwin, 
Edward Barber, 
Humphry Baffe, 
Robert Bell, 

Matthew Bromrick, 
John Beaumont, 
George Barkley, 

Peter Bartle, 

Thomas Bretton, 

John Blount, 

Arthur Bromfeld, Efguire, 
William Berbloke, 
Charles Beck. 


Cc 
George Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury, 


s 


William Lord Cratiborne, now Earl of 

 Salifbury, 

William Lord Compton, now Earl of 
Northampton, : 

William Lord Cavendifh, now Earl of 
Devonfhire, _ 

Richard, Earl of Clanricard, ; 

Sir William Cavendith, now Lord Caven- 
difh, : 

Gray, Lord Chandos, 

Sir Henry Cary, 

Sir George Calvert, 

Sir Lionel Cranfield, 

Sir Edward Cecill, 

Sir Robert Cotten, 

Sir Oliver Cromwell, 

Sir Anthony Cope, 

Sir Walter Cope, 

Sir Edward Carr, 

Sir Thomas Conifbie, 

Sir George Cary, 

Sir Edward Conwey, 

Sir Walter Chute, 

Sir Edward Culpeper, 

Sir Henry Cary, captain, 

Sir William Craven, 

Sir Walter Covert, 

Sir George Coppin, 

Sir George Chute, 

Sir Thomas Coventry, 

Sir John Cutts, 

Lady Cary, . 

Company of Cloth-workers, 

City of Chichefter, 

Robert Chamberlaine, 

Richard Chamberlaine, “ 

Francis Covill, 

William Coyfe, Efquire, 

Abraham Chamberlayne, 

Thomas Carpenter, 

Anthony Crew, 

Richard Cox, 

William Crofley, 

James Chatfeild, 

Richard Cafwell, 

John Cornelis, 

Randall Carter, 

Executors of Randall Carter,’ 

William Canning, 


2 Edward 
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Edward Carve; Efquire,” 
‘Fhomas Cannon, Efquire, 
Richard Champion, 
Rawley Crafhaw, 

Henry Collins, 

Henry Cromwell, 

Ichn Cooper, 

Richard Cooper, 

Jobn Caffén 

Thomas Colthurft, 

Allen Cotten, 

Edward Cage, 

Abraham Carthwright, Pe 
Robert Coppin, 

‘Thomas Conock, 

John Clapham, , 

‘Thomas Church, 

William Carpenter, 
Laurence Campe, 

James Cambell, 
Chri{topher Cletheroe, 
Matthew Cooper, 

George Chamber, 

Captrin John Cooke, 
Captain Thomas Conwey, Efquire, 
Edward Culpeper, Efquire, 
Matter William Crathaw,. 
Abraham Colmer, 

John Culpeper, 

Edmund Colbey, 

Richard Cooper, 

Robert Crefwell, 

John Cage, Efquire, 
Matthew Cave, 

William Crowe, 

Abraham Carpenter, 

John Crowe, 

Thomas Cordell, 

Richard Connock, Efquire,. 
William Compton, 
William Chefter, a 
Thomes Covel, 

Richard Carmarden, Efquire,. 
‘William and Paul Canning, 
Henry Cromwell, Efquire, 
Simon Codrington, 
Clement Chichley, 

James Cullemore, 

Er Th nn Lari. 


- D Pe 
Richard Earl of Dorfet, © 
Edward Lord Denny, 

Sir John Digbie, now Lord Digbie, 
Sir John Doderidge, 

Sir Drew Drewry the elder, 
Sir Thomas Dennis, 

Sir Robert Drewry, 

Sir John Davers, 

Sir Dudley Digs, 

Sir Marmaduke Dtrrel, 
Sir Thomas Dale, 

Sir Thomas Denton, 
Company of Drapers, 
Thomas Bond, Efquire, 
David Bent, Efquire, 
Company of Dyers, 

Towr of Dover, 

Mr. Richard Deane, alderman, 
Henry Dawkes, 

Edward Dichfield, 

William Dunne, 

John Davis, 

Matthew Dequefter, 

Philip Durdent, 

Abraham Dawes, 

John Dike, 

Thomas Draper, 

Lancelot Davis, 

Rowley Dawley, 

William Dobfon, Efquire, 
Anthony Dyot, Efquire, 
Avery Dranfield, 

Roger Dye, 

John Downes, 

John Drake, 

John Delbridge, 

Benjamin Decroe, 

Thomas Dyke, 

Jeffery Duppa, 

Daniel Darnelly, 

Sara Draper, 

Clement and Henry Dawkney. 


E 
Thomas, Earl of Exeter,. 
Sir Thomas Everfield, 
Sir Francis Egiock, 
Qe R aherte Fdalnb_ 
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John Eldred, Efquire,: John Fletcher and Company, 

Willfam Evans, ; ‘William Ferrars. a ace 

Richard Evans, 

Hugh Evans, . G 

Ralph Ewens, Efquire, Lady Elizabeth Gray, 

John Elkin, Sir John Gray, 

John Elkin, Sir William Godolfine, 

Robert Evelin, Sir Thomas Gates, 

Nicholas Exton, * ; Sir William Gee, 

John Exton, ‘ Sir Richard Grobham, 

George Etheridge. * Sir William Garaway, 
Sir Francis Goodwin, 

F Sir George Goring, 

Sir Moyle Finch, Sir Thomas Grantham, 

Sir Henry Fanthaw, , Company of Grocers, 

Sir Thomas Freake, Company of Gold{miths, 

Sir Peter Fretchuile, oe Company of Girdlers, 

Sir William Fleetwood, 6 John Geering, 

Sir Henry Fane, John Gardiner, 

Company of Fifhmongers, Richard Gardiner, 

John Fletcher, John Gilbert, 

John Farmer, . Thomas Grave, 

Martin Freeman, Efquire, John Gray, 

Ralph Freeman, * Nicholas Griece, 

William and Ralph Freeman, Richard Goddard, 

Michael Fetiplace, Thomas Gipps, 

William Fettiplace, Peter Gates, 

Thomas Foreit, Thomas Gibbs, Efquire, 

Edward Fleetwood, Efquire, Laurence Greene, 

William Felgate, William Greenwell, 

William Field, Robert Garfet, 

Nicholas Ferrar, Robert Gore, 


Thomas Gouge, 


John Farrar, 
Francis Glanvile, Efquire. 


Giles Francis, 
Edward Fawcet, 


Richard Farrington, ; H 

John Francklin, Henry, Earl of Huntingdon, 

Richard Frith, ' Lord Theophilus Howard, L. Walden, 

John Ferne, Sir John Harrington, L. Harington, 

George Farmer, Sir John Hollis, now Lord Hautein,, 

Thomas Francis, Sir Thomas Holecroft, 

John Fenner, Sir William Harris, 

Nicholas Fuller, Efquire, . Sir Thomas Harefleet, 

‘Thomas Foxall, Sir George Haiward, 

William Fleet, ; Sir Warwick Heale, 

Peter Franck, Efquire, Sir Baptift Hicks, 

Richard Fithborne, Sir John Hanham, e 

William Faldoe, Sir Thomas Horwell, : 
Sir 
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Sir Thomas Hewit, 

Sir William Herrick, 

Sir Euft&ce Hart, 

Sir Pory Huntley, 

Sir Arthur Harris, 

Sir Edward ‘Heron, 

Sir Perfevall Hart, 

Sir Ferdinando Heiborne, 

Sir Lawyence Hide, 

Mr. Hugh Hamertley, Alderman, 
Mr. Richard Heron, Alderman, . 
Richard Humble, Efquire, 
Mr. Richard Hackleuit, 
Edward Harrifon, 
George Holeman, 
Robert Hill, 

Griffin Hinton, 
John Hawkins, 
William Hancocke, 
John Harper, 
Gorge Hawger, 
John Holt, 

John Huntley, 
Jeremy Heiden, 
Ralph Hamer, 
Ralph Hamer, jun. 
John Hodgefon, 
John Hanford, 
Thomas Harris, 
Richard Howell, 
Thomas Henfhaw, 
Leonard Harwood, 
Triftram Hill, 
Francis Hafelridge, 
Tobias Hinfon, 
Peter Heightley, 
George Hawkenfon, 
Thomas Hackfhaw, 
Charles Hawkens, 
ohn Hodgis, 
William Holland, 
Robert Hartley, 
Gregory Herft, 
Thomas Hodgis, 
‘William Hodgis, 
Roger Harris, 
John Harris, 

Mr. John Haiward, 
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James Haiward, : 
Nicholas Hide, Efquire, 
John Hare, Efquire, 
Wiiliam Hackwell, Efquire, 
Grefflam Hoogan, 
Hunsfrey Hanford, 
William Hafelden, 
Nicholas Hooker, 
Doétor Anthony Hunton, 
John Hodfale, 

George Hooker, 
Anthony Hinton, 

John Hogfell, 

Thomas Hampton, 
William Hicks, 

William Holliland, 
Retph Harrifon, 

Hagman Harrifon. 


I 
Sir Thomas Jermyn, 
Sir Robert Johnfon, 
Sir Arthur Ingram, 
Sir Francis Jones, 
Company of Ironmongers, 
Company of Innholders, 
Company of Imbroiderers, 
Bailiffs of Ipfwich, 
Henry Jackfon, 
Richard Ironfide, 
Mr. Robert Johnfon, Alderman, 
Thomas Jones, 
William Jobfon, 
Thomas Johnfon, 
Thomas Jadwine, 
John Jofua, 
George Ifam, 
Philip Jacobfon, 
Peter Jacobfon, 
Thomas Juxfon, fen. 
James Jewell, 
Gabriel Jaques, 


- Walter Jobfon, 


Edward James, 
Zachary Jones, Efquire, 
Anthony Irbye, Efquire, 
William Janfon, 
Humfrey Jobfon. 

Sir 
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K 
Sir Valentine Knightley, 
Sir Robert Killegrew, 
Sir Charles Kelke, 
Sir John Kaile, 
Richard Kirrill, 
John Kirill, 
Ralph King, 
Henry Kent, 
Town of Kingflynne, 
John Kettleby. Efquire, 
Walter Kirkham, Efquire. 


eL 
Henry, Earl of Lincoln, 
Robert, L. Lifle, now Earl of Leicefter, 
Thomas, Lord La Ware, 
Sir Francis Leigh, 
Sir Richard Lowlace, 
Sir William Litton, 
Sir John Lewfon, 
Sir William Lower, 
Sir Samuel Leonard, 
Sir Samfen Leonard, 
Company of Leatherfellers, 
Thomas Laughton, 
William Lewfon. 
Peter Latham, 
Peter Van Lore, 
Henry Leigh, 
Thoinas Levar, 
Chriftopher Landman, 
Morris Lewellin, 
Edward Lewis, 
Edward Lewkin, 
Peter Lodge, 
Thomas Layer, 
Thomas Lawfon, 
Francis Lodge, 
John Langley, 
David Loide, 
John Levitt, 
Thomas Fox and Luke Lodge, 
Captain Richard Linley, 
Arnold Lulls, 
William Lawrence, 
John Landman, 
Nicholas Lichfield, 


’ Alfonfus Van Medkerk, 


Nicholas Leate, 
Gedeon de Laune. 


M 

Philip, Earl of Montgomerie, 
Doétor George Mountaine, now Lord 

Bifhop of Lincoln, 
William, Lord Mounteagle, now Lord 

Morley, 
Sir Thomas Manfel}, 
Sir Thomas Mildmay, 
Sir William Maynard, 
Sir Humphrey May, 
Sir Peter Manhood, 
Sir John Merrick, 
Sir George More, 
Sir Robert Manfell, 
Sir Arthur Mannering, 
Sir David Murray, 
Sir Edward Michelborn, 
Sir Thomas Middleton, 
Sir Robert Miller, 
Sir Canaliero Maicott, 
Doétor James Meddin, 
Richard Martin, Efquire, - 
Company of Mercers, 
Company of Merchant Tailors, 
Otho Mowdite, 
Captain John Martin, 
Arthur Moufe, 
Adrian More, 
Thomas Mountford, 
Thomas Morris, 
Ralph Moorton, 
Francis Mapes, 
Richard Maplefden, 
James Monger, 
Peter Monfell, 
Robert Middleton, 
Thomas Maile, 
John Martin, 
Jofias Maude, 
Richard Morton, 
George Mafon, 
Thomas Maddock, 
Richard Moore; 
Nicholas Moone, 


Captain 
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Captain Henry Meoles, 
Philip Mutes, 
Thomas Mayall, 
Humphrey Marret, 
Jarvis Mundz, 
Robert’ Mildmay, 
William Millet, 
Richard Morer, 
John Miler, 
‘Thomas Martin, 
John Middleton, 
Francis Middleton. 


N 
Dudly, Lord North, 
Francis, Lord Norris, 
Six Henry Nevill of Berkhire, 
Thomas Nicols, 
Chriftopher Nicols, 
William Nicols, 
George Newce, 
Joféph Newberow, 
Chriftopher Newgate, 
‘Thomas Norincott, 
Jonathan Nuttall, 
Thomas Norton. 


oO 
William Oxenbridge, Efquire, 
Robert Offley, 
Francis Oliver. 


P 

William, Earl of Pembroke, 
‘William, Lord Paget, 
John, Lord Petre, 
George Percy, Efquire, 
Sir Chriftopher Parkins, 
Sir Amias Prefton, 

ir Nicholas Parker, 

ir William Poole, 
Sir Stephen Powell, 
Sir Henry Peyton, 
Sir James Perrot, 
Sir John Pettus, 
Sir Robert Payne, 
William Payne, 
John Payne, 
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Edward Parkins, 
Edward Parkins’s widow, 
Aden Perkins, 

Thomas Perkin, 

Richard Partridge, 
‘William Palmer, 

Miles Palmer, 

Robert Parkhurft, 
Richard Percivall, Efquire, 
Richard Poyntell, 
George Pretty, 

George Pit, 

Allen Percy, 

Abraham Peirce, 
Edmund Peirce, 

Phenice Pet, 

Thamas Philips, 

Henry Philpot, 

Mr. George Protter, 
Robert Penington, 

Peter Peate, 

John Prat, 

William Powell, 
Edmund Peafhall, 
Captain William Proude, 
Henry Price, : 
Nicholas Pewriffe, 
Thomas Pelham, 
Richard Piggot, 

John Pawlet, Efquire, 
Robert Pory, 

Richard Paulfon. 


William Quicke. . 


R 

Sir Robert Rich, now Earl of Warwick, 
Sir Thomas Row, 
Sir Henry Rainsford. 
Sir William Romney, 
Sir John Ratcliffe, 
Sir Stephen Ridlefdon, 
Sir William Rufiell, 
Mr. Edward Rotheram, Alderman, 
Robert Rich, 
Tedder Roberts, 
Henry Robinfon, 

+ John 
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John Ruffell, 

Richard Rogers, 

Arthur Robinfon, 

Robert Robinfon, 
Millicent Ramfden, 

Jchn Robinfon, 

George Robins, 

Nicholas Rainton, 

Henry Rolffe, 

John Reignolds,* 

Elias Roberts, 

Henry Reignolds, Efquire, 
William Rofcarrocke, Efquire, 
Humphrey Raymell, 
Richard Robins. 


S pees 


Henry, Earl of Southampton, 
‘Thomas, Earl of Suffolk, 
Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford, 
Robert, Earl of Salifbury, 
Mary, Countefs of Shrewfbury, 
Edmund, Lord Sheffield, 
Robert, Lord Spencer, 

John, Lord Stanhope, 

Sir John Saint John, 

Sir Thomas Smith, 

Sir John Samms, 

Sir John Smith, 

Sir Edwin Sandys, 

Sir Samuel Sandys, 

Sir Stephen Some, 

Sir Ralph Shelton, 

Sir Thomas Stewkley, 

Sir William Saint John, 

Sir William Smith, 

Sir Richard Smith, 

Sir Martin Stutevill, 

Sir Nicholas Salter, 

Doétor Matthew Sutcliffe of Exeter, 
Captain John Smith, 

Thomas Sandys, Efquire, 
Henry Sandys, Efquire, . 
George Sandys, Efquire, 
Company of Skinners, 
Company of Salters, 
Company of Stationers, 

John Stokley, 

Richard Staper, 


_ Robert Singleton, 


Thomas Shipton, 
Cleophas Smith, 


' Richard Strongtharm, 


Hildebrand Sprufon, 
Matthew Scrivener, 
Othowell Smith, 
George Scot, 

Hewet Stapers, 
James Swift, 
Richard Stratford, 
Edmund Smith, 
Robert Smith, 
Matthias Springham, 
Richard Smith, 
Edward Smith, 
Jonathan Smith, 
Humphrey Smith, 
John Smith, 

George Swinhow, 
Jofeph Some, 
William Sheckley, e 
John Southick, 
Henry Shelley, 
‘Walter Shelley, 
Richard Snarfborow, 
George Stone, 
Hugh Shepley, 
William Strachey, 
Urion Spencer, 
John Scarpe, 
Thomas Scott, 
William Sharpe, 
Stephen Sparrow, 
Thomas Stokes, 
Richard Shepard, 
Henry Spranger, 
William Stonnard, 
Stephen Sad, 

John Stockley, 
Thomas Stevens, 
Matthew Shepard, 
Thomas Sherwell, : 
William Seabright, Efquire, 
Nicholas Sherwell, 
Auguftine Steward, 
‘Thomas Stile, 
Abraham Speckhard# 
Edmund Scot, 
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‘Francis Smalman, 
Gregory Sprint, Efquire, 
‘Fhomas Stacey, 

‘William Sandbatch, ‘ 
Apguftine Stuard, Efquire. - 


T 
Sir William Twifden, 
Sir William Throckmorton, 
Sir Nicholas Tufton, 
Sir John Trever, 
Sir Thomas Tracy, 
George Thorpe, Efquire, 


Doétor William Turner, , 


The Trinity-Houfe, 
Richard Turner, 
John Taverner, 
Daniel Tucker, 
Charles Towler, 
William Tayler, 
Leonard Townfon, 
Richard Tomlinsy 
Francis Tate, Efquire, 
Andrew Troughton, 
George Tucker, 
Henry Timberlake, 
William Tucker, 
Lewis Tite, 

Robert Thornton. 


Vv 
Sir Horatio Vere, 
Sir Walter Vaughan, 
Henry Vincent, 
Richard Venne, 
Chriftopher Vertue, 
John Vaffell, 
Arthur Venne. 


Ww 
Henry Bifhop of Worcefter, 
Francis Welt, Efquire, 
Sir Ralph Winwood, + 
Sir John Wentworth, 
Sir William Waad, 
Sir Robert Wroth, 
Sir Percival Willoby. 
Sir Charles Wilmott. 
Sir John Wats, 
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Sir Hugh Worrell, 

Sir Edward Waterhoufe, 
Sir Thomas -Wilsford, 
Sir Richard Williamfon, 
Sir John Wolftenholm, 
Sir Thomas Walfingham, 
Sir Thomas Watfon, 

Sir Thomas Wilfon, 

Sir John Weld, 

Mrs. Kath. Weft, now Lady Conway, 
John Wroth, Efquire, 

Captain Maria Winckfield, Efquire, 
Thomas Webb, 

Rice Webb, 

Edward Webb, 
Sands Webb, 

Felx, Wilfon, 
Thomas White, 
Richard Wiffin, 
Wiliam Williamfon, 
Humfrey Weftwood, 
Hugh Willefton, 


- Thomas Wheatley, 


William Wattey, 

William Webfter, 

James White, 

Edmund Winne, 

John Weft, 

John Wright, 

Edward Wooller, 

Thomas Walker, 

John Wooller, 

John Weftrow, 

Edward Welch, 

Nathaniel Waad, 

Richard Widowes, : 

David Waterhoufe, Efquire, 

Captain Owen Winne, 

Randall Wetwood, 

George Wilmer, Efquire, 

Edward Wilkes, — 

Leonard White, 

Andrew Willmer, 

Clement Willmer, 

George Walker, 

William Welbie, 

Francis Whiftler, 

‘Thomas Wells, 

Captain Thomas Winne, 
John 


John Whittingham, 
Thomas Wheeler, 
William Willet, 
Devereux Woogan, 
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Thomas Warr, Efquire, 
David Wiffen, 
Garret Wefton. 


John Walker, Y 

Thomas Wood, Sir George Yeardley, now Governor of 
John Willet,s Virginia 

Nicholas Wheeler, William Yong, 

Thomas Wale, Simon Yeomans. 

William Wilfton, 

John Waller, Z. 

William Ward, Edward, Lord Zouch, 

William Willcfton, John Zouch, Efquire. 


John Water, 


That moft generous and moft honourable Lord, the Earl of Southampton, being 
pleafed to také upon him the title c< treafurer, and Mr. John Farrar his ree with 
fuch inftruétions as were neceflary, and admonitions to all officers to take eed of 
extortion, ingrofling commodities, foreftalling of markets, efpecially to have a vigilant 
care, the familiarity of the favages living amongft them made them not way to betray 
or furprife them, for the building of gueft-houfes to relieve the weak in, and that they 
did wonder in all this time they had made no difcoveries, nor knew no more than the 
very place whereon they did inhabit, nor yet could ever fee any return for all this’ 
continual charge and trouble, therefore they fent to be added to the council feven 
gentlemen, namely Mr. Thorp, Captain Nuce, Mr. Tracy, Captain Middleton, Captain 
Blount, Mr. John Pountas, and Mr. Harwood, with men, ammunition, and all things 
thought fitting : but they write from Virginia, many of the fhips were fo peftered with 
dileafed people, and thronged together in their paflage, there was much ficknefs and a 
great mortality, wherefore they defired rather a few able fufficient men well provided, 
than great multitudes: and becaufe there were few accidents of note, but private adver= 
tifements by letters, we will conclude this year, and proceed to the next. 

Collected out of the Council’s Letters for Virginia, 


The inftruGions and advertifements for this year were both from England and 
Virginia, much like the laft: only whereas before they had ever a fufpicion of Ope- 
chankanough, and all the reft of the favages, they had an eye over him more than any; ° 
but now they all write fo confidently of their affured peace with the favages, there is 
now no more fear nor danger either of their power or treachery, fo that every man 
planteth himfelf where he pleafeth, and followeth his bufinefs fecurely. But the time 
of Sir George Yearley being near expired, the council here made choice of a worthy 
young gentleman Sir Francis Wyat, to fucceed him, whom they forthwith furnifhed and 
provided, as they had done his predeceffors, with all the neceflary inftrutions all thefe 
times had acquainted them for the converfion of the favages, the fuppreffing of planting 
tobacco, and planting of corn, not depending continually to be fupplied by the favages, 
but in cafe of neceflity to trade with them, whom long ere this, it hath been promifed 
and expected fhould have been fed and relieved by the Englith, not the Englith by them ; 
and carefully to redrefs all the complaints of the needlefs mortality of their people, «nd 
by all diligence feek to fend fomething home to fatisfy the advagturers, that all this 
time had only lived upon hopes, grew fo’ weary and difcouraged, that it mu now be 
fubftance that muft maintain their proceedings, and not letters, excufes, and promifes 5 
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feeing they‘could get fo much and fuch great eftates for themfelves, as to {pend after 
the rate of one hundred pounds, two, three, four, five, fix, feven, eight, nine, ten, nay 
fome two or three thoufand pounds yearly, that were not worth fo many pence when 
they went to Virginia, can fcarce contain themfelves either in diet or apparel, gaming, 
and all manner of fuch fuperfluity, within a lefs compafs than our curious, coltly, and 
confuming gallants here in England, which cannot poffibly be there fupported, but 
either by oppreffing the commonalty there, or deceiving the generality here, or both. 
Extracted out of the Council’s Letters for Virginia. 


From Virginia, by the relations of the chieftains there, and many I have conferred 
with, that came from thence hither, Ihave much admired to hear of the incredible 
pleafure, profit, and plenty this plantation doth abound in, and yet could never hear of 
any return but tobacco: but it hath oft amazed me to underftand how ftrangely the 
favages hath been taught the ufe of our arms, and employed in hunting and fowling 
with our fowling-pieces, and our men rooting in the ground about tobacco, like fwine ; 
befides, that the favages that do little but continually exercife their bow and arrows, 
fhould dwell and lie fo familiarly amongft our 1.en that pra¢tifed little but the fpade, 
being fo far afunder, and in fuch fimall parties difperfed, and neither fort, exercife of 
arms ufed, ordnances mounted, courts of guard, nor any preparation nor provifion to 
prevent a foreign: enemy, much more the favages howfoever ; for the favages’ uncer- 
tain conformity I do not wonder, but for their conftancy and converfion, Iam and 
ever have been of the opinion of Mr. Jonas Stockam, a minifter in Virginia, who even at 
this time, when all things were fo profperous, and the favages at the point of converfion, 
againft all their governors’ and councils’ opinions, writ to the council and company in 
England to this effe& ; 


“ May 28. 


“ We that have left our native country to fojourn in a flrange land, fome 
idle fpectators, who either cowardly dare not, or covetoufly will not adventure cither 
their purfes or perfons in fo commendable a work; others fupporting Atlas of this 
almoft unfupportable burdens as yourfelves, without whofe affiftance this Virginia firma- 
ment (in which fome) and I hope in fhort time will fhine many more glorious ftars, 
though there be many Italianated and Spaniclized Englifhmen envies our profperity, 
and by all their ignominious fcandals they can devife feek to difhearten what they can, 
thofe that are willing to further this glorious enterprize, to fuch I with according to the 
decree of Darius, that whofoever is an enemy to our peace, and fecketh either by 
getting monipolical patents, or by forging unjuft tales to hinder our welfare, that his 
houfe were pulled down, and a pair of gallows made of the wood, and he hanged on 
them in the place. 

« AAs for thofe lazy fervants, who had rather ftand all day idle than work, though 
but an hour in this vineyard, and fpend their fubftance riotoufly, than caft the fuper- 
fluity of their wealth into your treafury, I leave them as they are to the Eternal Judge of 
the world. But you right worthy, that hath adventured fo freely, I will net examine, 
if it were for the glory of God, or your defire of gain, which it may be you expect 
thould flow unto you with z full tide, for the converfion of the favages: I wonder you 
ufe not the means, I confefs you fay well to have them converted by fair means, but 
they {corn to acknowledge it ; as for the gifts beftowed on them they devour them, and 
fo they would the givers if they could; and though many have endeavoured by all the 
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fion and ridiculous anfwers. We have fent boys amongft them to learn their language, 
but they return worfe than they went ; but I am no ftatefman, nor love 1 to meddle 
with any thing but my books : but { can find no probability by this courfe to. draw them 
to goodnefs ;#and I am perfuaded if Mars and Minerva go hand in hand, they will 
effect more good in an hour than thofe verbal Mercurians in their lives ; and till their 
priefts and ancients have their throats cut, there is no hope to bring them to cone 
verfion.”” 


The Government of Sir Francis Wyat. 


About Ogober arrived Sir Francis Wyett, with Mr. George Sands, appointed 
treafurer, Mr. Davifon fecretary, Doétor Pot the phyfician, and Mr. Cloyburne the 
furgeon ; but much provifion was very badly conditioned, nay, the hogs would not 
eat that corn they brought, which was a great caufe of their ficknefs and mortality, 
and whatfoever is faid againft the Virginia corn, they find it doth better nourifh than 
any provifion is fent thither ; the failors {till they complain are much to blame for em- 
bezzling the provifions fent to private nen, killing of fwine, and diforderly trucking ;° 
for which fome order would be taken. 

In them nine fhips that went with Sir Francis Wyat, not one paffenger died ; af 
his arrival he fent Mr. Thorpe to Opechankanough, whom he found much fatisfied 
with his coming, to confirm their leagues as he had done his predeceflors, and fo con- 
tented his people fhould co-inhabit amongft them, and he found more motioris of 
religion in him than could be imagined : every man betaking himfelf to his quarter, 
it was ordered, that for every head they fhould plant but one thoufand plants of tobac- 
co, and upon each plant nine leaves, which will be about one bundred weight, the 
corn being appointed but at two fhillings and fixpence the bufhel, required fuch labour, 
it cauled moft men to negle& it, and depend upon trade ; where were it rated at ten 
fhillings the bufhel, every man would endeavour to have plenty to fell to the new 
comers, or any that wanted, and feldom any is tranfported from England, butit ftand- 
eth in as much, befides the hazard and other neceflar'::, the fhips might tranfport of 
that burden. The 22d of November arrived Mr. Goolin out of Ireland, with fifty 
men of his own, and thirty paffengers, exceedingly well turnifhed with all forts of 
provifion and cattle, and planted himfelf at Nupors-newes: the corton trees ina year 
grew fo thick as one’s arm, and fo high as a man: here any thing that is planted doth 
profper fo well as in no place better. For the mortality of the people accufe not the 
place, for of the old planters and the families fearce one of twenty mifcarries, only the 
want of neceffaries are the occafions of thofe difeafes. And fo we will conclude this 
year with the shipping and numbers fent. 






Out of the Council’s Letters from Virginia. 


This year was fent one-and-twenty fail of fhips that employed more than four hun- 
dred failors, and thirteen hundred men, women and children of divers faculties, with 
fourfcore cattle. The Viger fellin the Turk’s hands, yet fafely efcaped, and by there- 
turn of their letters from thence, the company is alfured there canbe no fitter places of 
mines, wood, and water for iron than there ; and the Frenchmen affirm no country is 
more proper for vines, olives, fike, rice, and falt, &c., of which the next year they 
promife a good quantity. 
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Gifts. 


The gentlemen and mariners that came in the Royal James from the Fatt Indies, 
Rave towards the building of a free-fchaol feventy pounds eight fhillings and fixpence ; 
and an unknown perfon to further it, fent thirty pounds ; and another in like manner 
five-and-twenty pounds; another, refufing to be made known, gave forty fhillings 
yearly for a fermon before the Virginia Company ; alfo another, that would not be 
known, fent for the college, at Henrico, many excellent good religious books, worth 
ten pounds, anda moft curious map of all that coaft of America. Mr. Thomas Bar- 
gave their preacher there, deceafed, gave a library valued.at one hundred marks 3 and 
the inhabitants hath made a contribution of one thoufand and five hundred pounds, to 
build a houfe for the entertaining of ftrangers. This year alfo there was much fuing 
for patents for plantations, who promifed to tranfport fuch great multitudes of people ; 
there was much difputing concerning thofe divifions, as though the whole land had been 
100 little for them ; fix-and-twenty obtained their defires, but as yet not paft fix hath 
fent thither a man; notwithftanding many of them would have more, and are not well 
contented, whom I would entreat, and all other wranglers, to perufe this faying of 
honeft Claudius. 

See’{t not the world of Nature’s work, the faireft well, I wot, 
How it, itfelf together ties, as in a true-love’s knot, 

= Nor feeft how th’ elements are combiu’d, maintain one conftant ple, 
How midft of heaven contents the Sun, and hore contains the fea 3 


And how the air both compaffeth, and carrieth ftill carth’s frame, 
Yet neither prefling burdens it, nor parting leaves the fame. 


The Obfervations of Mr. John Pory, Secretary of Virginia, in his Travels. 


HAVING but ten men, meanly provided, to plant the fecretary’s land on the eaftera 
fhore near Acomack, Captain Wilcock’s plantation, the better to fecure and affift each 
other ; Sir George Yearley intending to vifit Smith’s Iles, fell fo fick that he could 
not, fo that he fent me with Eftinien Moll, a Frenchman, to find a convenient place to 
make falt in. Not long after, Namenacus, the King of Pawtuxunt, came to us to feek for 
Thomas Savage, our interpreter: thus infinuating himfelf, he led us into a thicker, 
where all fitting down, he thewed us his naked breatt ; aking if we faw any ‘deformity 
upon it; we told him, No. “ No more,” faid he, “ is the infide, but as fincere and 
pure, therefore come freely to my country, and welcome ;” which we promifed we 
would within fix weeks after. Having taken a mutter of the company’s tenants, I 
went to Smith’s Ifles, where was our falt-houfe 3 not far off we found a more convee 
nient place, and fo returned to James Town. 

Being furnifhed the fecond time, we arrived at Aquochanock, and conferred with 
Kiptopeke their King. Paffing Ruffel’s Ile and Onaucoke, we arrived at Pawtuxunt : 
the defcription of thofe places you may read in Captain Smith’s difcoveries, therefore 
needlefs to be writ again. But here arriving at Attoughcomoco, the habitation of 
Namenacus, and Wamanato, his brother, long we ftaid not ere they came on board us 
with a brafs kettle, as bright without as within, full of boiled oyfters. Stri€& order was 
given none fhould offend us, fo that the next day I went with the two Kings a hunting, to 
difccver what I could in their confines. Wamanato brought me firft to his houfe, where 
he fhewed me his wife and children, and many corn-fields; and being two miles within 
the woods a hunting, as the younger conduéted me forth, fo the elder brought me mons 
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and ufed me as kindly as he could, after their manner. The next day he prefented 
me twelve beaver fkins and a canoe, which I requited with fuch things to his content, 
that he promifed to keep them whilft he lived, and bury them with him being. dead. 
He much wondered at our bible, but much more to hear it was the law of our God, 
and the firft chapter of Genefis expounded of Adam and Eve, and fimple marriage ; 
to which he replied, he was like Adam in one thing, for he never had but one wife at 
once ; but he, as all the reft, feemed more -willing of other difcourfes they better un- 
derftood. ‘The next day the two Kings, with their people, came on board us, but 
brought us nothing according to promife, fo that Enfign Savage challenged Namena- 
cus the breach of three promifes, viz. not giving him a boy, nor corn, though they had 
plenty, nor Montapaffa fugitive, called Robert Marcum, that had lived five years 
-amongft thofe northerly nations, which he cunningly anfwered by excufes. Woma- 
nato, it feems, was guilty of this falfhood, becaufe he ftaid alone when the reft were 
gone. I afked him if he defired to be great and rich; he anfwered, they were 
things all men afpired unto; which I told him he fhould be, if he would follow my 
counfel ; fo he gave me two tokens, which being returned by a meffenger, fhould fuffice 
to make him confident the meffenger_.ould not abufe us. 

Some things being ftolen from us, he took fuch order that they were prefently re- 
ftored, then we interchanged prefents: in all things he much admired our difcretions, 
and gave usa guide that he called brother, to conduét us up the river: by the way we 
met with divers that ftill told us of Marcum ; and though it was in Oétober, we found 
the country very hot, and their corn gathered before ours at James Town. The next 
day we went to Paccamaganant, and they directed us to Affacomoco, where their King 
Caffatowap, had an old quarrel with Enfign Savage, but now feeming reconciled, went 
with us, with another Werowance towards Mattapanient, where they perfuaded us afhore 
upon the point of a thicket ; but fuppofing it fome treachery, we returned to our boat: 
far we had not gone from the fhore, but a multitude of favages fallied out of the wood, 
with all the ill words and figns of hoftility they could. When we faw plainly their bad 
intent, we fet the two Werowances at liberty, that all this while had Jain in the cabin, 
as not taking any notice of their villany, becaufe we would convert them by courtefy. 
Leaving them as we found them, very civil and fubtile, we returned the fame way we 
came, to the laughing Kings on the eaftern fhore, who told us plainly, Namanicus 
would alfo have allured him into his country, under colour of trade, to cut his throat. 
He told us alfo Opechancanough had employed Onianimo to kill Savage, becaufe he 
brought the trade from him to the eaftern fhore, and fome difgrace he had done his 
fon, and fome thirteen of his people before one hundred of thofe Eafterlings in refcuing 
Thomas Graves, whom they would have flain, where he and three more did challenge 
the thirteen Pamaunkes to fight, but they durft not, fo that all thofe Eafterlings {o deri- 
ded them, that they came there no more. 

This Thomas Savage, it is fixteen years fince he went to Virginia, being a boy, he 
was left with Powhatan, for Namontacke to learn the language, and as this author af- 
firmeth, with much honefty and good fuccefs, hath ferved the public, without any 
public recompence, yet had an arrow fhot through his body in their fervice. This 
laughing King at Accomack, tells us the Jand is not two days journey over in the broadeft 
place ; but in fome places a man may go in half a day, betwixt the bay and the main 
ocean, where inhabit many people, fo that by the narrownefs of the land there is not 
many deer, but moft abundance of fifth and fowl. Kiptope his brother, rules as his 
lieutenant, who feeing his younger brother more affected by the people than himfelf, 
freely refigned him the moiety of his country, applying himfelf only to hufbandry and 
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hunting, yet nothing neglected in his degree, nor is he carelefs of any thing ¢ oncrns- 
the flate, but as a vigilant and faithful counfellor, as he is an affeGtionate brother, bear- 
ing the greater burden in government, though the lefler honour, where clean contrary, 
they on the weltern fhore, the younger bears the charge, and the elder the dignity. 
Thofe are the beft hufbands of any favages we know; for they provide corn to ferve 
them all the year, yet fpare ; and the other not for half the year, yet want. They are 
the moft civil and tra@table people we have met with, and by little flicks will keep as juft 
an account of their promifes as by a tally. In their marriages they obferve a large dif. 
tance, as well in affinity as confanguinity ; nor do they ufe that devilith cuitom in 
making black boys. There may be on this fhore about two thoufand people; they 
on the weft would invade them, but tkat they want boats to crofs the bay, and fo 
would divers other nations, where they not protected by us. A few of the weftern 
renagadoes had confpired againft the laughing King; but fearing their treafon was 
difcovered, fled to Smith’s Ifles, where they made a maffacre of deer and hogs; and 
thence to Rickahake, betwixt Ciflapeack and Nanfamund, where they now are feated 
under the command of Itoyatin, and fo I returned to James Town, where I found the 
government rendered to Sir Francis Wyat. In February alfo he travelled to the fouth 
niver Chawonock, fome fixty miles over land, which he found to be a very fruitful and 
pleafant country, yielding two harvefts in a year, and found much of the filk-grafs 
formerly fpoken of, was kindly ufed by the people, and fo returned. . 


Captain Each fent to build a Fort to fecure the Country. 


IT was no fmall content to all the adventurers to hear of the fafe arrival of all thofe 
fhips and companies, which was thought fufficient to have made a plantation of them. 
felves; and again to fecond them was fent Captain Each, in the Abigail, a thip of three: 
or four hundred tons, who hath undertaken to make a block-houfe amongft the oyfter. 
banks that fhall fecure the river. The furnifhing him with inftruments coft three 
hundred pounds; but the whole charge, and the fhip’s return, will be near two thou. 
fand pounds. In her went Captain Barwicke, with five-and-twenty men, for the build. 
ing fhips and boats, and not other way to be employed ; and allo a felected number 
to build the Eaft India fchool ; but as yet from Virginia little returns but private men’s 
tobacco, and fair promifes of plenty of iron, filk, wine, and many other good and 
rich commodities, befides the fpeedy converfion of the favages, that at firft were much 
difcouraged from living amongft them, when they were debarred the ufe of their 
pieces; therefore it was difputed as a matter of ftate, whether fuch as would live 
amongft them fhould ufe them or not, asa bait to allure them, or at leaft fuch as fhould 
be called to the knowledge of Chrift, But becaufe it was a great trouble for all caufes 
to be brought to James Town for a trial, courts were appointed in convenient places 
to relieve them; but as they can make no laws in Virginia till they be ratified here, fo 
they think it but reafon none fhould be enatted here’ without their confents, becaufe 
they only feel them, and muft live under them. Still they complain for want of corn 
but what muft be had by trade, and how unwilling any officer when he leaveth his 
place is to make good his number of men to his fucceflor; but many of them during 
their times to help themfelves undoes the company : for the fervants you allow them, 
or fuch as they hire, they piant on their private lands, not upon that belongeth to their 
office, which crop always exceeds yours, befides thofe which are your tenants to halves, 
are forced to row them up and down, whereby both you and they lofe more than half, 
Nor are thofe officers the ablef or beft-deferving, but make their experience upon the 
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company’s coft, and your land lies unmanured to any purpofe, and will yield as little 
profit to your next new officers. : a: : 


. 
The Maffacre upon the 22d of March. 


THE prologue to this tragedy is fuppofed was occafioned by Nemattanow, other- 
wife called Jack of the Feather, becaufe he commonly was moft ftrangely adorned 
with them ; and for his courage and policy was accounted amongft the favages their chief 
captain, and immortal from any hurt could be done him by the Englifh. This captain 
coming to one Morgan’s houfe, knowing he had many commodities that he defired, 
perfuaded Morgan to go with him to Pamaunke to truck ; but the favage murdered him 
by the way, and after two or three days returned again to Morgan’s houfe, where he 
found two youths, his fervants, who afked for their mafter. Jack replied directly, he 
was dead. The boys fufpeéting as it was, by feeing him wear his cap, would have had 
him to Mr. Thorp ; but Jack fo moved their patience, they fhot him ; fo he fell to the 

round; put him in a boat to have him before the governor, then feven or eight miles 
from them; but by the way Jack findirg the pangs of death upon him, defired of the 
boys two things; the one was, that they would not make it known he was flain with a 
bullet, the other, to bury him amongft the Englifh. At the lofs of this favage, 
Opechankanough much grieved and repined, with great threats of revenge ; but the 
Englifh returned him fuch terrible anfwers, that he cunningly diffembled his intent 
with the greateft figns he could of love and peace, yet within fourteen days after he 
acted what followeth. 

Sir Francis Wyat, at his arrival, was advertifed ; he found the country fettled in. 
fuch a firm peace, as moft men there thought fure and inviolable, not only in regard 
of their promifes, but of neceffity. The poor weak favages being every way bettered 
by us, and fafely fheltered and defended, whereby we might freely follow our bufinefs ; 
and fuch was the conceit of this conceited peace, as that there was feldom or never a fword, 
and feldomer a piece, except for a deer or fowl, by which affurances the moft_planta- 
tions were placed ftragglingly and fcatteringly, as a choice vein of rich ground invited 
them, and further from neighbours the better. Their houfes generally open tg the 
favages, who were always friendly, fed at their tables, and lodged in their bed-chambers, 
which made their way plain to effect the intents, and the converfion of the favages, 
as they fuppofed. 

Having occafion to fend to Opechankanough about the middle of March, he ufed 
the meflenger well, and told him he held the peace fo firm, the fky fhould fall or he 
diffolved it ; yet fuch was the treachery of thole people, when they had contrived our 
deftru€tion, even but two days before the maffacre, they guided our men with much 
kindnefs through the woods ; and one Brown, that lived among them, to learn the 
language, they fent home to his mafter; yea, they borrowed our boats to tranfport 
themfelves over the river, to confult on the deyilifh murder that enfued, and of our 
utter extirpation, which God of his infinite mercy (by the means of one of themfelves 
converted to Chriftianity) prevented, and as well on the Friday morning that fatal day, 
being the 22d of March, as alfo in the evening before, as at other times they came 
unarmed into our houfes, with deer, turkies, fifh, fruits, and other provifions to fell 
us 3 yea, in fome places fat down at breakfaft with our people; whom immediately with 
their own tools they flew moft barbaroufly, not {paring either age or fex, man, wo- 
man, or child ; fo fudden in their execution, that few or none difcerned the weapon 
or blow that brought them to deftru@tion: in which manner alfo they flew many of, 
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our people at feveral works in the fields, well knowing in what places and quarters each 
of our men were, in regard of their familiarity with us, for the effeGting that great 
matfter-piece of work, their converfion ; and by this means fell that fatal morning, un- 
der the bloody and barbarous hands of that perfidious and inhuman people, three 
hundred and forty-feven men, women, and children, moft by their own weapons; and 
not being content with their lives, they fell again upon the dead bodies, making as well 
as they could a frefh murder, defacing, dragging, and mangling their dead carcafes 
into many pieces, and carrying fome parts away in derifion, with bafe and brutifh - 
triumph.- . 

Nether yet did thefe beafts {pare thofe amongft the reft well known unto them, from 
whom they had daily received many benefits, but {pitefully alfo maffacred them with- 
out any remorfe or pity, being in this more fell than lions and dragons, as _hiftories 
record, which have preferved their benefactors; fuch is the force of good deeds, 
though done to cruel beafts, to take humanity upon them ; but thefe mifcreants put on 
a more unnatural brutifhnefs than beafts, as by thofe inftances may appear. 

That worthy religious gentleman, Mr. George Thorp, deputy to the college lands, 
fometime one of his Majeity’s penfioners, anavin command one of the principal of 
Virginia, did fo truly affe@ their converfion, that whofoever under him did them the 
leaft difpleafure, were punifhed feverely. He thought nothing too dear for them ; he 
never denied them any thing, infomuch that when they complained that our maftifis 
did fear them, he, to content them in all things, caufed fome of them to be killed in 
their prefence, to the great difpleafure of the owners, and would have had all the reft 
gelt, to make them the milder, might he have had his will. The King dwelling but 
in a cottage, he built him a fair houfe after the Englith fafhion, in which he took fuch 
pleafure, efpecially in the lock and key, which he fo admired, as locking and unlock- 
ing his door a hundred times a day, he thought no device in the world comparable 
to it. : 

Thus infinuating himfelf into this King’s favour for his religious purpofe, he con- 
ferred oft with him about religion, as many others in this former difcourfe had done : 
and this Pagan confeffed to him as he did to them, our God was better than theirs, 
and fgemed to be much pleafed with that difcourfe, and of his company, and to requite 
all thofe courtefies; yet this viperous brood did, asthe fequel fhewed, not, only murder 
him, but with fuch fpight and fcorn abufed his dead corps, as is unfitting to be heard 
with civil ears. One thing I cannot omit, that when this good gentleman upon his 
fatal hour, was warned by his man, who perceiving fome treachery intended by thofe 
hell-hounds, to look to himfelf, and withal ran away for fear he fhouldbe apprehended, 
and fo favéd his own life ; yet his mafter out of his good meaning, was fo void of 
fufpicion and full of confidence, they had flain him, or he could or would believe they 
would hurt him. Captain Nathaniel Powell, one of the firft planters, a valiant fol- 
dier, and not any in the country better known amoggft them ; yet fuch was the error 
of an over-conceited power and profperity, and their fimplicity, they notonly flew him 
and his family, but butcher-like haggled their bodies, and cut off his head, to exprefs 
their uttermoft height of cruelty.’ Another of the old company of Captain Smith, 
called Nathaniel Caufie, being cruelly wounded, and the favages about him, with an 
axe did cleave one of their heads, whereby the reft fled and he efcaped: for they hurt 
not any that did either fight or ftand upon their guard. In one place where there was 
bu: two men that had warning of it, they defended the houfe againft fixty or more 

‘that affaulted it. Mr. Baldwin, at Warrafkoyack, his wife being fo wounded, fhe lay 
for dead, yet by his oft difcharging"of his piece, faved her, his houfe, pani and 
8 ivers 
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divers others. At the fame time they came to one Mr. Harrifon’s hole, near half a mile 
from Baldwin’s, where was Mr. Thomas Hamer with fix men, and eighteen.or nineteen 
women and children. Here the favages, with many prefents and fair perfuafions, - 
feigned they came for Captain Ralfe Hamer to go to their King, then hunting in the 
woods; prefently they fent to him, but he not coming as they expected, fet fire to a 
tobacco-houfe, and then came to tell them in the dwelling-houfe of it to quench it 
all the men ran towardsit, but Mr. Hamer not fufpecting any thing, whom the favages 
purfued, fhot them full of arrows, then beat out their brains. Hamer having finifhed 
a letter he was writing, followed after to fee what was the matter, but quickly they 
fhot an arrow in his back, which caufed him to return and barricade up the doors, 
whereupon the favages fet fire on the houfe. Harrifon’s boy finding his mafter’s piece 
loaded, difcharged it at random, at which bare report the favages all fled, Baldwin 
{till difcharging his piece, and Mr. Hamer with two-and-twenty perfons thereby got to 
his houfe, leaving their own burning. In like manner they had fired Lieutenant 
Baffe’s houfe, with all the reft thereabout, flain the people, and fo left that plantation. 
Captain Hamer all this while not knowing any thing, coming to his brother that had 
fent for him to go hunt with the King, meeting the favages chafing fome, yet efcaped, 
retired to his new houfe then building, from whence he came; there only with fpades, 
axes, and brick-bats, he defended himfelf and his compaiyy till the favages departed. 
Not long after the mafter from the Bip had fent fix mufketeers, with which he reco- 
vered their merchants flore-houle, re he armed ten more, and fo with thirty more 
unarmed workmen, found his brother and the reft at Baldwin’s: now feeing all they 
had was burnt and confumed, they repaired to James Town with their beft expedition 
et not far from Martin’s hundred, where f€venty-three were flain, was a litile houfe 
anda fmall family, that heard not of any of this tll two days after. e 
‘All thofe and many others whom they have as malicioufly murdered, fought the 
good of thofe poor brutes, that thus defpifing God’s mercies, muft needs now as mif- 
creants be correéted by juftice: to which leaving them, I will knit together the thread 
of this difcourfe. At the time of the maffacre, there were three or four fhipsin James 
river, and one in the next, and daily more to come in, as there did within fourteen 
days after, one of which they endeavoured to have furprifed :_yet were the hearts of 
the Englifh ever ftupid, and averted from believing any thing might weaken their 
hopes, to win them by kind ufage to Chriftianity. But divers write from thence, that 
Almighty God hath his great work in this tragedy, and will thereout draw honour and. 
glory to his name, and a more flourifhing eftate and fafety to themfelves, and with 
more {peed to convert the favage children to himfelf, fince he fo miraculoufly hath pre- 
ferved the Englifh, there being yet, God be praifed, eleven parts of twelve remaining, 
whofe carelefs neglect of their own fafeties feem to have been the greateft caufe of 
their deftruction : yet you fee, God, by a converted favage that difclofed the plot, faved. 
the reft, and the pinnace then in Pamaunkes river, whereof (fay they) though our fins 
made us unworthy of fo glorious a cbnverfion, yet his infinite wildom can neverthelefs 
bring it to pafs, and in good time, by fuch means as we think moft unlikely : for 
in the delivery of them that furvive, no man’s particular carefulnefs faved one perfon, 
but the mere goodnefs of God himfelf, freely and miraculouily prelerving whom he 
leafed. 
: ‘The letters of Mr. George Sands, a worthy gentleman, and many others befides 
them retumed, brought us this unwelcome news, that hath been heard at large in. 


public court, that the Indians and they lived as one nation, yet, by a general. combina--’ 
u2' tion, 
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tion, in one day plotted to fubvert the whole colony, and at one inftant, though our 
feveral plantations were one hundred and forty miles up on river on both fides. 

But for the better underftanding of all things, you muft remember thefe wild naked 
natives live not in great numbers together, but difperfed, commonly in thirty, forty, 
fifty, or fixty in acompany. Some places have two hundred, few places-more, but 
many lefs ; yet they had all warning given them one from another in all their habitations, 
though far afunder, to meet at the day and hour appointed for our deftruétion, at all 
our feveral plantations, fome direéted to one place, fome to another, all to be done at 
the time -appointed, which they did accordingly : fome entering their houfes under 
colour of trading, fo took their advantage ; others drawing us abroad under fair pre- 
tences, and the reft fuddenly falling upon thofe that were at their labours. 

Six of the council fuffered under this treafon, and the flaughter had been univerfal, 
if God had not put it into the heart of an Indian, who lying in the houfe of one Pace, 
was urged by another Indian his brother, that lay with him the night before, to kill 
Pace, as he fhould do Perry which was his friend, being fo commanded from their 
King ; telling him alfo how the next day the execution fhould be finifhed : Perry's 
Indian prefently arofe and reveals it to Pace, thes ufed him as his fon ; and thus thofe 
that efcaped were faved by this one converted infidel. And though three hundred and 
forty feven were flain, yet thoufands of ours were by the means of this alone thus 
preterved, for which God’s name be praifed for ger and ever, 

Pace upon this, fecuring his houfe, before day rowed to James Town, and told the 
governor of it, whereby they were prevented, ‘and at fuch other plantations as poffibly 
intelligence could be given ; and where they faw us upon our guard, at the fight of a 
piece they ran away ; but the reft were fhoft flain, their houfes burnt, fuch arms and: 
ammunition as they found they took away, and fome cattle alfo they deftroyed. Since 
we find Opechankanough the laft year had practifed with a King on the eaftern fhore, 
to furnifh him with a kind of poifon, which only grows in his country, to poifon us. 
But of this bloody act never grief and fhame poffeffed any people more than themfelves, 
to be thus butchered .by fo naked and cowardly a people, who dare not ftand the pre- 
fenting of a ftaff in manner of a piece, nor an uncharged piece in the hands of a 
woman. (But I muft tell thofe authors, though fome might be thus cowardly, there 
were many of them had better fpirits.) 

Thus have you heard the particulars of this maffacre, which in thofe refpects fome 
fay will be good for the plantation, becaufe now we have juft caufe to deftroy them by 
all means poffible ; but I think it had been much better it had never happened, for they 
have given us an hundred times as juft occafions long ago to fubjec&t them, (and I 
wonder Ican hear of none but Mr. Stockam and Mr. Whitaker of my opinion.) 
Moreover, where before we were troubled in clearing the ground of great timber, 
which was to them of fmall ufe; now we may take their own piain fields and _habita- 
tions, which are the pleafanteft places in the country. Befides, the deer, turkies, and 
other beafts and fowls will exceedingly increafe if Wve beat the favages out of the coun. 
try, for at all times of the year they never {pare male nor female, old nor young, eggs 
nor birds, fat nor lean, in feafon or out of feafon, withthemallisone. The hke they 
did in our {wine and goats, for they have ufed to kill eight in ten more than we, or 
elfe the wood would moft plentifully abound with viduals; befides, it is more eafy to 
civilize them by conqueft than fair means ; for the one may be made at once, but their 
eiv'lizing will require a long time and much induftry. The manner how to fupprefs 
them is fa often related and approved, I omit it here ; and you have twenty et 
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‘Sf the Spaniards how they-got the Welt Indies, and’ ‘forted" thé thithargas’ ‘and’ ‘rebel- 
Hous infidels to do all manner of drudgery work and flavery for thet, thuiilelves liviig 
like foldiers upon the fruits of their labours. This will make us more circumfpect, 
and be an example to pofterity : (but I fay, this might as well have been put in practice 
fixteen years ago as now.) : 

Thus upon this anvil fhall we now beat ourfelves an armour of proof hereafter to 
defend us againft fuch incurfions, and ever hereafter make us more circumf{ped : but 
to help to repair this lofs, befides his Majefty’s bounty in arms, he gave the company 
out of the Tower, and divers other honourable perfons have renewed their adventures, 
we muft not omit the honourable city of London, to whofe endlefs praife we may 
fpeak it, are now fetting forward one hundred-perfons, and divers others at their own 
cofts are repairing ; and all good men do think never the worfe of the bufinefs for all 
thefe difafters. 

What growing {tate was there ever in the world which had not the like? Rome 
grew by opprefion, and rofe upon the back of her enemies: and the Spaniards have 
had many of thofe counterbuffs more than we, Columbus upon his return from the 
Weft Indies into Spain, having left,iis people with the Indians, in peace and promife 
of good ufage amongft them, at his return back found not one of them living, but all 
treacheroufly flain by the favages. After this again, when the Spanifh colonies were 
increafed to great numbers, the Ingjans from whom the Spaniards for trucking ftuff 
ufed to have all their corn, generally confpired together to plant no Thore at-all, 
intending thereby to famifh them, themfelves living in the meantime upon caffava, a 
root to make bread, only then known to, themfelves. ‘This plot of theirs by the 
Spaniards’ overfight, that foolifhly depended upon ftrangers for their bread, took fuch 
effeét, and brought them to fucl mifery by the rage of famine, that they [pared no 
unclean nor loathfome beaft, no not the poifonous and hideous ferpents, but eat them 
up alfo, devouring one death to fave them from another; and by this means their 
whole colony well near furfeited, fickened and died miferably ; and when they had 
again recovered this lofs, by their incontinency an infinite number of them died on the 
Indian difeafe, we call the French pox, which at firft being a ftrange and an unknown 
malady, was deadly upon whomfoever it lighted: then had they a little flea called 
nigua, which got between the sin and the flefh before they were aware, and there 
bred and multiplied, making fwellings and putrefactions, to the decay and. lofs of 
many of their bodily members. : 

Again, divers times they were near undone by their ambition, faction, and malice of 
the commanders. Columbus, to whom they were alfo much beholden, was fent with 
his brother in chains into Spain, and fome other great commanders killed’ and mur~ 
dered one another. Pizzaro was killed by Almagro’s fon, and him Vafco beheaded, 
which Vafco was taken by Blafco, and Blafco was likewife taken by Pizzaro’s brother: 
and thus by their covetous and fpightful quarrels, they were ever fhaking the main 
pillars of their commonwealth. Thefe and many more mifchiefs and calamities hap- 
pened them, more than ever did to us, and at one time being even at the lat gafp, 
had two fhips not arrived with fupplies as they did, they were fo difheartened, they 
were leaving the country: yet we fee for all thofe miferies they have attained to 
their ends at laft, as is manifeft to all the world, both with henour, power, and wealth: 
and whereas before few could be hired to gq to inhabit there, now with great fuit they 
muil obrain it; but where there was no honefty, nor equity, nor fandtity, nor verity, 
nor piety, nor good civility in fuch a country, certainly there can be no ftability. 

. Therefore 
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Therefore let us not be difcouraged, but rather animated by. thofe conclufiongg 
feeing we are fo well affured of the goodnefs and. commodities may be had in Virginia ; 
nor is it to be much doubted there is any want of mines of moft forts, no not of the 
richeft, as is well known to fome yet living that can make it manifeft when time fhall 
ferve: and yet to think that gold and filver mines are in a country otherwife moft rich 
and fruitful, or the greateft wealth in a plantation, is but a popular error, as is that 
' opinion likewife, that the gold and filver is now the greateft wealth of the Weft Indies 
at this prefent. True it is indeed, that in the firft conqueft the Spaniards got great 
and mighty ftore of treafure from the natives, which they in long fpace had heaped 
together, and in thofe times the Indians fhewed them entire and rich mines, which 
now by the relations of them that have been there, are exceedingly wafted, fo that 
now the charge of getting thofe metals is grown exceffive, befides the confuming the 
lives of many by their peftilent fmoke and vapours in digging and refining them, fo 
that all things confidered, the clear gains of thofe metals, the King’s part defrayed, to 
the adventurers is but fmall, and nothing near fo much as vulgarly is imagined ; and 
were it not for other rich commodities there that enrich them, thofe of the contra¢tion- 
houfe were never able to fubfift by the mines ony, for the greateft part of their.com- 
modities are partly natural and partly tranfported from other parts of the world, and 
planted in the Welt Indies, as in their mighty wealth of fugar canes, being firft tran- 
{ported from the Canaries ; and in ginger and other things brought out of the Eaft 
Indies, in their cochineal, indigos, cotton, and their infinite ftore of hides, quick- 
filver, allum, woad, Brazil woods, dyes, paints, tobacco, gums, balms, oils, medicinals, 
and perfumes, farfaparilla, and many other phyfical drugs; thefe are the means 
whereby they raife that mighty charge of drawing out their gold and filver to the 
great and clear revenue of their King. Now feeing the moft. of thofe commodities, 
or as ufeful, may be had in Virginia by the fame meat, as 1 have formerly faid; let 
us with all {peed take the priority of time, where alfo may be had the priority of place, 
in choofing the beft feats of the country, which now by vanquithing the favages, is like 
to offer a more fair and ample choice of fruitful habitations than hitherto our gentle. 
nefs and fair comportments could attain unto. 


The Numbers that were flain in thofe feral Plantations. 


1 At Captain Berkley’s plantation, himfelf and 21 others, feated at the Falling-Crick, 
66 miles from James Cit - - 


- - - 22 
2 Mr. Thomas Sheffield’s plantation, fome 3 miles from the Falling-Crick, himfelf 
and 12 others - - - - - - 13 

3 At Henrico Ifland, about 2 miles from Sheffield’s plantation - 6 
4 Slain of the College people, 20 miles from Henrico - - 17 
5 At Charles City, and of Captain Smith’s men - 5 5 
6 At the next adjoining plantation - - : - 8 
7 At William Farrar’s houfe - - - - - 10 
8 At Brickley Hundred, 50 miles from Charles City, Mr. Thorp and - 10 
9 At Weftover, a mile from Brickley - - - - 2 
zo At Mr. John Weft’s plantation - - . - 2 
11 At Captain Nathaniel Weft’s plantation “ - - 2 
12 At Lieutenant Gibs’s plantation - - - - 12 
13 At Richard Owen’s houle, himfelf and - - - 6 
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34 At Mr. Owen Macar's houfe, himfelf and - # - 3 
15 At Martin’s Hundred, 7 miles from Jaries City = + ~ 93 
16 At another place - - - - - - 7 
17 At Edward Bonit’s plantation - - - - “50 
18 At Mr. Waters’s houfe, himfelf and - - - - 4 
19 At Apamatuck’s river, at Mr. Pierce’s plantation, 5 miles from the College 4 
20 AtMr. Macock’s divident, Captain’ Samuel Macock, and - - 4 
21 At Flowerda Hundred, Sir George Yearley’s plantation - - 6 
22 On the other fide oppofite to it - - - - 7 
23 At Mr. Swinbow’s houfe, himfelf and - - - - 7 
24 At Mr. William Bickar’s houfe, himlelf and - 4 - 4 
25 At Weanock, of Sir George Yearley’s people - - - at 
26 At Powel Brooke, Captain Nathaniel Powell, and - - - 12 
27 At Southampton Hundred - - - - - 5 
28 At Martin Brandon’s Hundred - - - - 7 
29 At Captain Henry Spilman’s houfe - - - - 2 
30 At Enfign Spence’s houfe - - - - - 5 
31 At Mr. Thomas Perfe’s houfe by Mulbery Ifle, himfelf and + - 4 


The whole number 347. 


Men in this taking bittered with affli€tion, © 

Better attend, and mind, and mark religion, ~ 
For then true voices iffue from their hearts, 

Then {peak they what they think in inmoft parts, 

The truth remains, they calt off feigned arts. 

This lamentable and fo unexpected a difafter caufed them all believe the opinion of 
Mr. Stockam, and drove them all to their wits end: it was twenty or thirty days ere 
they could refolve what to do, but at laft it was concluded, all the petty plantations 
fhould be abandoned, and drawn only to make good five or fix places, where all their 
labours now for the moft part muft redound to the Lords of thofe lands where they 
were refident. Now for want of boats, it was impoffible upon fuch a fudden to bring 
alfo their cattle and many other things, which with much time, charge, and labour they 
had then in poffeflion with them; all which for the moft part at their departure was 
burnt, ruined, and deftroyed by the favages. Only Mr. Gookins at Nuports-newes 
would not obey the commander’s command in that, though he had fearce five and thirty 
of all forts with him, yet he thought himfelf fufficient againft what could happen, and 
fo did to his great credit and the content of his adventurers. Mr. Samuel Jorden 
gathered together but a few of the ftragglers about him at Beggars-bufh, where he. 
fortified and lived in defpight of the enemy. Nay, Mrs. Proctor, a proper modeft civil 
gentlewoman did the like, till perforce the Englith officers forced her and all them with 
her togo with them, or they would fire her houfethemfelves, as the favages did when they 
were gone, in whofe defpight they had kept it, and what they had a month or three 
weeks after the maffacre ; which was to their hearts a grief beyond comparifon. to lofe 
all they had in that manner, only to fecure others pleafures. Now here in England it 
' was thought all thofe remainders might prefently have been reduced into fifties or 
hundreds in places moft convenient with what they had, having fuch ftrong houfes as. 
they reported they had, which with {mall labour might have been made invincible 
caftles again all the favages in the land, and then prefently raifed a company, as a 
running army, to torment the barbarous, and fecure the reft, and fo have had all that 
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country betwixt the rivers of Powhatan and Pamaunke to range and fuftain them ; 
efpecially all the territories of Kecoughtan} ChifkaGt and Pafpahege, from Ozenies to 
that branch of Pamaunke, coming from Youghtanund, which ftrait of land is not paft 
4.or 5 miles, to have made a peninfula much bigger than the Summer Hes, environed 
with the broadeft parts of thofe two main rivers, which for plenty of fuch things as 
Virginia affords is not to be exceeded, and were it well manured, more than fufficient 
for ten thoufand men. This, were it well underftood, cannot but be thought better 
than to bring five or fix hundred to lodge and live on that, which before would not 
well receive and maintain a hundred, planting little or nothing, but {pend that they have 
upon hopes out of England, one evil begetting another, till the difeafe is paft cure: 
therefore it is impoffible but {uch courfes muft produce moft fearful miferies and extreme 
extremities ; if it prove otherwife, I fhould be exceeding glad. I confefs I am fomewhat 
too bold to cenfure other men’s ations being not prefent, but they have done as much 
of mes yea, many here in England that were never there, and alfo many there that 
know little more than their plantations, but as they are informed; and this doth touch 
the glory of God, the honour of my country, and the public good fo much, for which 
there hath been fo many fair pretences, that I ho, none will be angry for {peaking my 
epnian, feeing the old Proverb doth allow lofers leave to fpeak; and Du Bartas 
faith, 


E’en as the wind the angry ocean moves, 
Wave hunteth wave, and billow billow fhoves ; 
So do all nations joftle each the other, 

And fo one people do purfue another ; 

And fearce a fecond hath the firft unhous’d, 
Before a third him thence again have rous’d. 


Amongft the multitude of thefe feveral relations, it appears Captain Nufe feeing 
many of the difficulties to enfue, caufed as much corn to be planted as he could at 
Elizabeth’s City, and though fome deftroyed that they had fet, fearing it would ferve the 
favagesforambufcadoes, trufting torelief by trade, or from England, which hathever been 
one caufe of our miferies, for from England we have not had much, and for trading, 
every one hath not fhips, thalops, interpreters, men, and provifions to perform it, and 
thofe that have, ufe them only for their own private gain, not the public good, fo that 
our beginning this year doth caufe many to diftruft the event of the next. Here we 
will leave Captain Nufe fora while, lamenting the death of Captain Norton, a valiant, 
induftrious gentleman, adorned with many good qualities, befides phyfic and furgery, 
which for the public good, he freely imparted to all gratis, but moft bountifully to the 
poor; and let us fpeak a little of Captain Crofhaw amongft the midft of thofe broils in 
the river of Patawomeke. ; 

Being in a {mall bark called the Elizabeth, under the command of Captain Spilman, 
at Cekacawone, a favage ftole aboard them, and told them of the maffacre, and that 
Opechankanough had plotted with his King and country to betray them alfo, which 
they refufed, but them of Wighcocomoco at the mouth of the river had underiaken its 
upon this Spilman went thither; but the favages feeing hi$ men fo vigilant and well 
armed, they fufpected themfelves difcovered, and to colour their guilt, the better to 
delude him, fo contented his defire in trade, his pinnace was near freighted ; but feeing 
no more to be had, Crofhaw went to Patawomek, where he intended to ftay and trade 
for himfelf, by reafon of the long acquaintance he had with this King that fo earneltly 
entreated him now to be his friend, his countenancer, his captain, and dire@tor againft 
the Pazaticans, the Nacotchtanks. and Movyzons. his mortal enemies. Of this oppor. 
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tunity Crofhaw wis glad, he twéll 06 fatisfy his own defire in fond other purpofe he had, 
as to‘keep the King as an oppofite to Opechancanough, and adhere him ‘unto us, ‘or at 
feat make him an inftrument againft our enemies; fo only Elis Hill ftayed with him, 
and the pinnace returned to Elizabeth City; here fhall they reft alfo a little, till we'fee 
how this news was entertained in England. : 

It was no fmall grief to the council and company, to underftand of fuch a fuppofed 
impoflible lofs, as that { many fhould fall by the hands of men fo contemptible; and 
yet having fuch warnings, efpecially by the death of Nemattanow, whom the favages 
did think was fhot-free, as he had perfuaded them, having fo long efcaped fo many 
dangers without any hurt. But now to leap out of this labyrinth of melancholy, all 
this did not fo difcourage the noble adventurers, nor divers others ftill to undertake 
new feveral plantations, but that divers fhips were difpatched away, for their fupplies 
and affiftance thought fufficient. ‘Yet Captain Smith did intreat and move them to put 
in practice his old offer, feeing now it was time to ufe both it and him, how flenderly 
heretofore both had been regarded, and becaufe it is not impertinent to the bufinefs, it 
is not much amifs to remember what it was. : 


The Project and Offer of Captain John Smith, to the Right Honourable and Right Worfbip. 
‘ Sul Company Virginia. 


IF you pleafe I may be tranfported with a hundred foldiers and thirty failors by the 
next Michaelmas, with victuals, ammunition, and fuch neceflary provifion, by God’s 
affiftance, we would endeavour to enforce the favages to leave their country, or bring 
them in that fear and fubjeCtion that every man fhould follow their bufinefs feccrely, 
whereas now half their times ahd labours are fpent in watching and warding, only to 
defend, but altogether unable to fupprefs the favages, becaufe every man now beiag 
for himfelf will be unwilling to be drawn from their particular labours, to be made as 
pack-horfes for all the reft, without any certainty of fome better reward and prefer- 
ment than I can underftand any there can or will yet give them. ; 

Thefe I would employ only in ranging the countries, and tormenting the favages, and 
that they fhould be as a running army till this were effeCted, and then fettle themfelves’ 
in fome fuch convenient place, that fhould ever remain a garrifon of that itrength, 
ready upon any occafion againft the favages or any other for the defence of the 
country, and to fee all the Englifh well armed, and inftruct them their ufe. But I 
would have a bark of one hundred tons, and meansto build fix or feven thallops to 
tranfport them where there fhould be occafion. eee 

Towards the charge, becaufe it is for the general good, and what by the maffacre 
and other accidents, Virginia is difparaged, and many men and their purfes much 
difcouraged, however a great many do haften to go, thinking to be next heirs to all 
the former loffes, I fear they will not find all things as they do imagine; therefore 
leaving thofe gilded conceits, and dive into the true eftate of the colony, I think if His 
Majefty were-truly informed of their neceffity and the benefit of this project, he would 
be pleafed to give the cuftom of Virginia, and the planters alfo according to their 
abilities would add thereto fuch a contribution, as would be fit to maintain this 
garrifon till they be able to fubfift, or caufe fome fuch other collections to be made as 
may put it with all expedition in practice, otherwife it is much to. be doubted, there 
will neither come cuftom nor any thing from thence to England within thefe”fow 
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. Now if this fhould be thonght an employment more fit fof-ancient foldiers there. 
bred, than fuch new comers as may go. with me, you may pleafe-to-leave that to my: 
difcretion, to accept or refufe fuch voluntaries, that will hazard their fortunes in the 
trials of thefe events, and difeharge fuch of my company that had rather labour the 
ground than fubdue their enemies: what relief I fhould have from your colony I 
would fatisfy and fpare them (when I could) the like courtefy. Notwithflanding 
thefe doubts, I hope to feed them as well as defend them, and yet difeover you more 
land unknown than. they all yet know, if you will grant me fuch privileges as of 
neceflity mutt be ufed. . : 

For againft any enemy we muft be ready to execute the beft can be devifed by 
your ftate there, but not that they fhall either take away my men, or any thing elfe to 
employ as they pleafe by virtue of their authority, and in that I have done fomewhat 
for New England as well as Virginia, fo I would defire liberty and authority to make 
the beft ufe [ can of my beft experience, within the limits of thofe two patents, and 
to bring them both in one map, and the countries betwixt them, giving always that 
refpect to the governors and government, as.an Englifhman doth in Scotland, or a 
Scotchman in England, or as the regiments in te Low Countries do to the governors 
of the towns and cities where they are billeted or in garrifon, where though they live 
with. them and are as their fervants to defend them, yet not to be difpofed on at their: 
pleafure, but as the prince and ftate doth command them, and for my own pains in 
particular f afk not any thing but what I can produce from the proper labour of. the 
favages. : 


: Their Anfwers 


I CANNOT fay it was generally for the company, for being publified in their 
court, the moft that heard it liked exceeding well of the motion, and fome would 
have been: very large adventurers in it, efpecially Sir John Brooks and Mr. David 
Wyffin, but there were fuch divifions amongft them, I could obtain no anfwer but 
this, .the charge would be too great; their ftock was decayed, and they did think. the 
planters fhouid do that of themfelves if I could find means to effet it; they did think 
I might have leave of the company, provided they might have half the pillage; but I 
think there are not many will much ftrive for that employment, for except it be a 
little corn at fome time of the year is to be had, I would not give twenty pounds for 
all the pillage is to be got amongft the favages in twenty years, bute becaufe they 
fuppofed I fpoke only for my own ends, it were good thofe underftand providents for 
the company’s good they fo much-talk of, were fent thither to make trial, of their pro- 
found wifdom and long experience. 

About this time alfo was propounded’a propofition concerning a falary of five-and- 
twenty thoufand pounds to be raifed out of tobacco, as a yearly penfion to be paid to 
certain officers for the erecting a new office, concerning the fole importation of _ 
tobacco, befides His Majefty’s cuftom, freight, and all other charges. To nominate 
the undertakers, favourers and oppofers, with their arguments pro and con, would 
be too tedious and neédlefs, being fo publicly known, the which to eftablifh, fpent a 
good part of that year and the beginning of the next. This ‘made many think 
wonders of Virginia, to pay fuch penfions extraordinary to a few here that were never 
there, and alfo in what ftate and pomp fome chieftains and divers of their allocats 

‘ live 
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live in Virginia, and-yet no money to: maintain a garrifon; pay pout anew dhely wages, - 
nor yet five-and-twenty:pence to-all the adventurers-here, and very’ fitha.toithe nick? 
part of the planters there, bred fuch differences in opinion, it was diffolvedt. 0! > 

Now let us return to Captain Crofhaw at Patawomek, where he had not ‘been: 
ere Opechancanough fent two bafkets of beads to this King, to kill him and his! nan,” 
afluring him of the maffacre he had made, and that before the end of two moons there 
fhould not be an Englifhman in all their countries : this fearful meflage the King told 
this captain, who replied, he had feen both the cowardice and treachery of Opechan- 
canough fufficiently tried by Captain Smith, therefore his thy -ats he feared’not, nor 
for his favour cared, but would nakedly fight with him, or any of his, with their own 
{words ; if he were flain, he would leave a lettersfor his countrymen to know the fault 
was his own, not the King’s ; two days the King deliberated upon an anfwer; at laft 
told him the Englith were his friends, and the favage Emperor Opitchapam, now called 
‘Toyatan; was his brother, therefore there fhould be no blood fhed betwixt them; fo he 
returned the prefents, willing the Pamaunkes to come no more in his country, le{t the 
Englifh, though againft his will, fhould do them any mifchief. 

Nor long aiter, a boat going abroad fo feek out fome relief amongft the plantations, — 
by Nuports-newes, met fuch ill weather, though the men were faved, they loft their 
boat, which the ftorm and waves caft upon the fhore of Nandfamund, where Edward: 
Waters, one of the three that firft ftayed in Summer Ifles, and found the great piece of 
ambergreafe ; dwelling in Virginia at this maffacre, hé and his wife thefe Nandfamuads 
kept prifoners, till it chanced they found this boat, at which purchafe they fo rejoiced, 
according to their cuftom of triumph, with fongs, dances, and invocations, they were 
fo bufied, that Waters and his wife found opportunity to get fecretly into their, canoe, 
and fo croffed the river to Kecoughtan, which is nine or ten miles, whereat the Englith 
no lefs wondered and rejoiced, than the favages were mad with difeontent. Thus you 
may fee how many defperate dangers fome men efcape, when others die that have all 
things at their pleafure. ; 

: All men thinking Captain Crofhaw dead, Captain Hamer arriving with a-thip and a- 
pinnace at Patawomek, was kindly entertained both by him and the King ; that Don 
Hamer told the King he came for corn: the King replied, he had none, but the 
Nacotchtanks and their confederates had, which were enemies both to him and them; 
if they would fetch it, he would give them forty or fifty choice bow-men, to condué 
and aiflift them. Thofe favages, with fome of the Englifh, they fent, who fo well played. 
their parts, they flew eighteen of the Nacotchtanks, fome write but four, and fome fay 
they had a long {kirmith with them, where the Patawomeks were fo eager of revenge, 
they drove them not only out of their tpwn, but all out of fight through the woods, thus 
taking what they liked, and fpoiling the reft ; they retired to Patawomek, where they 
left Captain Crofhaw, with four men more, the reft fet fail for James Town. Captain 
Crofhaw now, with five men and himfelf, found night and day fo many alarms, he 
retired into fuch a convenient place that, with the help of the favages, he had quickly for- 
ufied himfelf againft all thofe wild enemies. Captain Nufe, his pinnace meeting Hamar 
by the way, underftanding all this, came to fee Captain Crofhaw ; after their beft inter- 
changes of courtefies, Crofhaw writ to Nufe, the eftate of the place where he was, but 
underftanding by them the poor eftate of the colony, offered if they would fend him 
but a bold fhallop, with men, arms, and provifion for trade, the next harvelt he would 
provide them corn fufficient ; but as yet, it being but the latter end df June, there wac 
dittle or none in all the country. 
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with a hip and pinnace, and fome fix-and-thirty. men ; thofe Crofhawa good time taught 
the'ufe of their arms, but receiving-a letter from‘ Boyfe, his wife, a prifoner, with nine- 
teen more, at Pamaunke, to ufe means to ghe:governor for their liberty; fo he dealt with 
his King, he got firft two of-his great men to- go with him to James own, and eight days 
after to fend four of his council to Pamaunke, there to {tay till he fent one of his two to 
them, to perfuade Opachankanough to fend two of his with two of the Patawomekes, to 
treat about thofe prifoners, and the reft thould remain their hoftage at Pamaunke ; but 
the commanders at James Town, it feems, liked not of it, and fo fent the Patawomekes 
back again to their own country, and Captain Crofhaw to his own habitation. 

All this time we have forgot Captain Nufe, where we left him but newly acquainted 
with the maffacre, calling all his next adjoining difperfed neighbours together, he re- 
garded not the peftering his own houfe, nor any thing to relieve them, and with all 
fpeed entrenched himfelf, mounted three pieces of ordnance, fo that \within fourteen 
days, he was ftrong enough to defend himfelf from all the favages ; yet when viduals 
grew fcant, fome that would forage without order, which he punifhed, near occafioned 
a mutiny: notwith{tanding, he behaved himfelf fo fatherly and kindly to them all, they 
built two houfes for them he daily expeéted from England, a fair well of freth water, 
mantled with brick, becaufe the river and creeks are there brackith or falt; in all 
which things he played the fawyer, carpenter, dauber, labourer, or any thing ; wherein, 
though his courage and heart were fteeled, he found his body was not made of iron, 
for he had many ficknefles, and at laft a dropfy, no lefs grief to himfelf than forrow to 
his wife, and all under his government. Thefe croffes and loffes were no {mall ine 
creafers of this malady, nor the thus abandoning our plantations, the lofs of our har. 
veft, and alfo tobacco, which was as our money ; the vineyard our vineyetors had 
brought to a good forwardnefs, bruifed and deftroyed with deer, and all things ere 
they came to perfection, with weeds, diforderly perfons, or wild beafts; fo that as we 
are, I cannot perceive but the next year will be worfe, being ftill tormented with pride 
and flattery, idlenefs and covetoufnefs, as though they had vowed here to keep their 
court, with all the peftilential vices in the world for their attendants, enchanted with a 
conceited ftatelinefs, even in the very bottom of miferable fenfelefinefs. 

Shortly after, Sir George Yearley and Captain William Powell took each of them a 
company of well-difpofed gentlemen and others, to feek their enemies: Yearley rang- 
ing the fhore of Weanock, could fee nothing but their old houfes which he burnt, and 
fo went home: Powell fearching another part, found them all fled but three he met by 
chance, whofe heads he cut off, burnt their houfes, and fo returned ; for the favages 
are fo light and fwift, though we fee them, (being fo loaded with armour,) they have 
much advantage of us, though they be cowards. 

I confefs this is true, and it may caufe fome to fuppofe they are grown invincible ; but 
will any go to catch a hare witha taber and a pipe? for who knows not, though there 
be monfters both of men and beatts, fith and fowl, yet the greateft, the ftrongelt, the 
wildeft, cruelleft, fierceft, and cunningeft, by reafon, art, and vigilancy, courage and 
induftry, hath been flain, fubjected, or made tame, and thofe are ftill but favages as 
they were, only grown more bold by our own fimplicity, and {till will be worfe and 
worfe, till they be tormented with a continual purfuit, and not with lying inclofed within 
palifadoes, or affrighting them out of your fights, thinking they have done well, can but 
defend themfelves ; and to do this to any purpofe, will require both charge, patience, 
and experience. -But to their proceedings. 

About the latter end of June, Sir George Yearley, accompanied with the council, 
and a number of the greateft gallants in the Jand, ftayed three or four days with Cap- 
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. talyfufe, he making his moan to a chief man amongft them for want.of provifion for 
hiscompany.: the great commander ‘replied, he fhould turn them to Kip preen. corn, 
which would make them plump and fat ; thel@fields being fo near the fort, were better 
regarded and preferved than the reft; but the great man’s command, as we-call thems 
was quickly obeyed, for though it was fearce half grown either to the greatnefs.or 
goodnefs, they devoured it green though it did them fmall good. Sir George with his 
company went to Accomack to his new plantation, where he ftaid near fix weeks; fome 
corn he brought home, but as he adventured for hiwfelf, he accordingly enjoyed the 
benefit ; fome petty magazines came this fummer, but either the reftraint hy procla- 
mation, or want of boats, or both, caufed few but the chieftains to be little better by 
them. So long as Captain Nufe had any thing we had part ; but now all being fpent, 
and the people forced t6 live upon oyfters and crabs, they became fo faint no work. 
could be done; and where the law was, no work, no meat, now the cafe is altered to 
no meat, no work ; fome fmall quantity of milk and rice the captain had of his own, 
and that he would diftribute gratis as he faw occafion ; I fay gratis, for know no place 
elfe, but it was fold for ready payment : thofe ears of corn that had efcaped till Auguft, 
though not ripe by reafon of the late-planting, the very dogs did repair to the corn 
fields to feek them as the men till they were hanged; and this I proteft before God is 
true that I have related, notto flatter Nufe, nor condemn any ; but all the time I have 
lived in Virginia, I have not feen nor heard that any commander hath taken fuch con- 
tinual pains for the public, or done fo little good for himfelf, and his virtuous wife was 
no lefs charitable and. compailionate according to her power. For my own fart, 
although | found neither mulberries planted, houfes built, men nor victuals provided, 
asthe honourable adventurers did promife me in England; yet at my own charge, 
having made thefe preparations, and the filk-worms ready to be covered, all wasvloft, 
but my poor lite and children, by the maffacre, the which as God in his mercy did 
preferve, I continually pray we may {pend to his glory. The gth of September we had 
analarm, and two men at their labours flain; the captain, though extremely fick, 
fallied forth, but the favages lay hid in the corn-fields all night, where they deltroyed 
all they could, and killed two men more ; much mifchief they did to Mr. Edward 
Hill’s cattle, yet he alone defended his houfe, though his men were fick and could do 
nothing. and this was our firft affault fince the maflacre. 

About this time Captain Madyfon paffed by us, having taken prifoners the King of 
Patawomek, his fon, and two more, and thus it happened : Madyfon not liking fo. well 
to live amongft the favages as Crofhaw did, built him a {trong houfe within the fort, 
fo that they were not fo fociable as before, nor did they much like Poole the interpreter 5 
many alarms they had, but faw no enemies: Madyfon, before his building, went to 
Moyaoncs, where he got provifion for a month, and was promifed much more, fo he 
returned to Patawomek and built this houfe, and was well ufed by the favages. Now 
by the four great men the King fent to Pamaunke for the redemption of the prifoners, 
Madyfon fent them a letter, but they could neither deliver it nor fee them: fo long 
they ftaid that the King grew doubtful of their bad ufage, that he {wore by the tkies, 
if they returned not well, he would have wars with Opechankanough fo long as he 
had any thing: at this time two of Madyfon’s men ran from him; to find them, he fent 
Mr. John Upton and three more with an Indian guide to Nazatica, where they heard 
they were. At this place was a King beat out of his country by the Necofts, enemies 
to the Patawomeks ; this expelled King, though he profeffed much love to the Patawo- 
meks, yet he loved not the King becaufe he wauld not help him to revenge his injuries 5 
but to eur interpreter, Poole, he protefted great love, promifing if any treafon ae 
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he would reveal it : our guide conduéted this Bandyto with them up to Parawomek, 
and there kept him ; our fugitives, we found-the Patawomeks had taken and brought 
home, and the four great men returned ggom Pamaunke ; not long after, this expelled 
King defired private conference with Poole, urging him to {wear by his God never to 
reveal what he would tell him ; Poole promifed he would not : “* Then,” quoth this King, 
“ thofe great men that went to Pamaunke, went not as you fuppofe they pretended, 
but to contract with Opechankanough how to kill you all here, and thefe are their 
lots. 

Pe Firft, they will procure half of you to go a fifhing to their furtheft town, and 
there fet upon them, and cut off the reft ; if that fail, they will feign a place where are 
many ftrangers would trade their furs, where they will perfuade half of you to go 
trade, and there murder you and kill them at homes and if this fail alfo, then they 
will make alarms two nights together, to tire you out with watching, and then fet upon 
you; yet, of allthis, (laid he,) there is none acquainted but the King and the great 
conjurer.”’ : 

‘This being made known to the captain, we all ftood more punétually upon our guard, 
at which the favages wondering, defired to know the caufe ; we told them we expected 
fome affault from the Pamaunkes, whereat they feemed contented, and the next day 
the King went on hunting with two of our men, and the other fifhing and abroad as 
before, till our fhallop returned from James Town, with the two favages, fent home 
with Captain Crofhaw ; by thofe the governor fent to Madyfon, that this King fhould 
fend him twelve of his great men ; word of this was fent to the King at another town: 
where he was, who not coming prefently with the meffenger, Medyfon conceited he 
regarded not the meffage, and intended, as he fuppofed, the fametreafon. The next 
mortfing the King coming home, being fent for, he came to the captain, and brought 
him a dith of their daintieft fruit; then the captain feigned his return to James Towa 5 
the King told him he might if he would, but defired not to leave him dettitute of aid, 
having {o many enemies about him; the captain told him he would leave a guard, but 
entreated his anfwer concerning the twelve great men for the governor ; the King 
replied, his enemies lay fo about him he could not fpare them ; then the captain defired 
his fon.and one other; my fon, faid the King, js gone abroad about bufinefs, but the 
other you defire you fhall have, and that other fits by him ; but that man refufed to 
go, whereupon Madyfon went forth and locked the door, leaving the King, his fon, 
and four favages, and five Englithmen in the ftrong-houfe, and {etting upon the town 
with the. reft of his men, flew thirty or forty men, women, and children: the King 
demanding the cavfe, Poole told him the treafon, crying out to entreat the captain 
ceafe from fuch cruelty ; but having flain and made fly all in the town, he returned, 
taxing the poor King of treafon, who denied to the death not to know of any fuch 
matter 5 but faid, this is fome plot of them that toldit, only to kill me for being your 
friend. Then Madyton willed him, to command none of his men fhould fthoot at him 
as he went aboard, which he prefently did, and it was performed : fo Madyfon depart. 
ed, leading the King, his fon, and two more to his fhip, promifing when all his men 
were fhipped, he fhould return at liberty ; notwithftandmg he brought them to James 
‘Town, where they lay fome days, and after were fent home by Captain Hamer, that 
took corn for their ranfom, and after fet fail for Newfoundland. 


Bat, alas the caufe of this was only this, 
They underftood, nor knew what was amifs, 
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. Ever fince the beginning’ of thefe plantations, it hath been fuppofed: the King of 
Spain would invade them, or our Englith Papifts endeavour to diffolve them. But 
neither all the councils of Spain nor Papi(ts im the world could have devifed a better 
courfe to bring them all to ruin, than thus to abufe their friends :. nor could there ever 
have been a better plot to have overthrown Opechankanough than Captain Cro- 
fhaws, had it been fully managed with expedition. But it feems God is angry to 
fee Virginia made a ftage where nothing but murder and indifcretion contends for 
victory. 

Among the reft of the plantations all this. fummer little was done, but fecuring them- 
felves, and planting tobacco, which pafles there as current filver, and by the oft turning 
and winding it, fome grow rich, but many poor, notwithftanding ten or twelve thips or 
more hath arrived there fince the maflacre, although it was Chriftmas ere any returned, 
and that return greatly revived all men’s longing expectation here in England ; for they 
brought news, that notwithftanding their extreme ficknefs, many were recovered, and 
finding the favages’ did-not much trouble them, except it were fometimes fome difor- 
derly ftragglers they cut off. ‘To lull them the better in fecurity, they fought no re- 
venge till their corn was ripe; then they drew together three hundred of the beft 
foldiers they could, and would Igave their private bufinefs, and adventure themfelves 
amongtt the favages, to furprize their corn, under the conduc of Sir George Yearley, 
being embarked in convenient fhipping, and all things neceffary for the enterprife ; 
they firft went to Nandfamund, where the people fet fire on their own honfes, and 
fpoiled what they could, and then fled with what they could carry; fo that the Englith 
did make no flaughter amongft them for revenge. ‘Their corn-fields being newly ga~ 
thered, they furprifed all they found, burnt all the houfes remained unburnt, and fo 
departed. Quartering about Kecoughtan, after the watch was fet, Samuel Collyer, one 
of the moft ancient planters, and very well acquainted with their language and habita- 
tion, humours and conditions, and governor of a town, when the watch -was fet going 
the round, unfortunately by a centinel that difcharged his piece, was flain. 

Thence they failed to Pamaunke, the chief feat of Opechankanough, the contriver of the 
maflacre: the favages feemed exceeding fearful, promifing to bring them Sara, and the 
reft of the Englih yet living, with all the arms, and what they had to reftore, much defir= 
ing peace, and to give ‘hem any fatisfaction they could. Many fuch devices they feigned 
to procraftinate the time ten or twelve days, till they had got away their corn from alt 
the other places up the river, but that where the Englifh kept their quarter; at’ laft, 
when they faw all thofe promifes were but delufions, they feized on all the corn there 
was, fet fire on their own houfes; and in following the favages that fled before them, 
fome few of thofenaked devils had that fpirit, they lay in.ambufcado, and as‘our men 
marched, difcharged fome fhot out of Englifh pieces, and hurt fome of them, flying 
at their pleafures where they lifted, burning their empty houfes before them, as they 
went to. make themfelves fport; fo they efcaped; and Sir George returned with corn, 
where for our pains we had three buthels a-piece ;. but we were enjoined before we had 
it, to pay ten fhillings the bufhel for freight and other charges. ‘Thus, by this means, 
the favages are like, as they report, to endure no {mall mifery this winter; and that fome 
of our men are returned to their former plantations. : 

What other paflages or impediments happened in their proceedings, that they were 
not fully revenged of the favagés before they returned, I know not, nor could ever hear 
more, but that they fuppofed they flew two, and. how. it was impoflible for any men +o 

‘do more than they did; yet worthy Ferdinando Courtus had fearce three hundred 


Spaniards to conquer the great city of Mexico, where thoufands of favages dwelied in 
5 a ttrone 


apo SMITH’S. VIRGINIA, 


frong: houfes ;. but becaufe they were a civilized people, had wealth, and thofe mere bar- 
barians, as wild as beafts have nothing ; Tintreat your patience, to tell you my opinion, 
which if it be God’s pleafure I fhall not live to put in practice, yet i¢ may be hereafter 
ufeful for fome, but howfoever, I hope not hurtful to any, and this it is. : 

‘Had thefe three hundred men been at my difpofing, I would have fent firft one hun- 
dred to Captain Rawley Crofhaw to Patawomek, with fome finall ordnance for the fort, 
the which but: with daily exercifing them, would have ftruck that love and admiration 
into the Patawomeks, and terror and amazement into his enemies, which are not far 
off, and moft feated upon the other fide the river, they would willingly have been 
friends, or have given any compofition they could, before they would be tormented 
with fuch a vifible fear, . : ’ 

Now though they be generally perfidious, yet neceffity conftrains thofe toa kind of 
conftancy becaufe of their enemies, and neither myfelf that firft found them, Captain 
Argall, Crofhaw, nor Hamar, never found themfelves in fifteen years trial ;. nor is it 
likely now they would have fo hoftaged their men, fuffer the building of a fort, and 
their women and children amongft them, had they intended any villany ; but fuppofe 


they had, who would have defired a better advantage than fuch an advertifement, ‘to 


have prepared the fort for fuch an affault, and furely it muft be a poor fort they could 
hurt, much more take, if there were but five men in it, durft difcharge a piece: 

therefore a man not well knowing their condition, may be as well too jealous as too 

carelefs; fuch another lope fconce would I have had at Onawmanient, and one hun- 
dred men more to have made fuch another at Atquacke, upon the river of Toppae 
hanock, which is not paft thirteen miles diftant from Onawmanient : each of which 

twelve men would keep, as well as twelve thoufand, and {pare all the reft, to be em- 
ployed as there fhould be occafion : and all this with thefe numbers might eafily have 
been done, if not by courtefy, yet by compulfion, efpecially at that time of September, 
when all their fruits were ripe, their beafts fat, and infinite numbers of wild-fowl began 
to repair to every creek, that men, if they would do any thing, could not want viduals. 
This done, there remained yet one hundred who fhould have done the like at Ozinieke, 
upon the river of Chickahamania, not paft fix miles from the chief habitations of Ope- 
chankanough. hefe {mall forts had been caufe fufficient to caufe all the inhabitants 
of each-of thofe rivers to look to themfelves ; then having fo many fhips, barks, and 
boats in Virginia, as there was at that prefent, with what facility might you have landed 
two hundred and twenty men, if you had but only five or fix boats, in one night 5 
forty to range the branch of Mattapanyent, forty more that of Youghtanund, and fort 

more to keep their rendezvous at Pamaunke itfelf. All which places lie fo near they 
might hear from each other within four or five hours, and not any of thofe {mall par- 
ties, if there were any valour, difcretion, or induftry ih them, but as fufficient as four 
thoufand, to force them all to contribution, or take or fpoil all they had: for having 
thus fo many convgnient rendezvous to relieve each other, though all the whole coun- 
tries had been our enemies, where could, they reft, but in the depth of winter we might 
burn all the houfes upon all thofe rivers in two or three days? Then without fires they 
could not live, which they could not fo hide, but we thould find, and quickly: fo tire 
them with watching and warding, they would be fo weary of their lives, as either fly all 
their countries, or give cll the had, to be releafed of fych an hourly mifery. Now if 
but a fmall number of the favages would affift us, as there is no queftion but divers of 
them would; and to fappofe they could not be drawn to fuch faction, were to believe 
they are more virtuous than maay Chriftians, and the beft governed people in the world. 
All the Pamaunkes might have been difpatched as well ina month as in a year, and 
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then to have dwelt with any other enemies at our pleafure, and yet made all this toil 
and danger but a recreation. 

If you think this ftrange or impoffible, twelve men with myfelf I found fufficient, to 
go where I would a-days, and furprife a houfe with the people, if not a whole town in 
a night, or encounter all the power they could make, as a whole army, as formerly at 
large hath been related : and it feems, by thefe {mall parties lait among{t them, by 
Captain Crofhaw, Hamar, and Madyfon, they are not grown to that excellency in 
policy and courage, but they might be encountered, and their wives and children ap- 
prehended. I know I fhall be taxed for writing fo much of myfelf, but I care not 
much, becaufe the judicial know there are few fuch foldiers as are my examples, 
have writ their own a@tions, nor know I who will or can tell my intents better 
than myfelf. 

Some again find as much fault with the Company for meddling with fo many plantations 
together, becaule they that have many irons in the fire fome muft burn ; butl think no, 
if they have men enough know how to work them ; but howfoever, it were better fome 
burn than have none at all. The King of Spain regards but how many powerful king- 
doms he keeps under his obedience, and for the favage countries he hath fubjected, 
they are more than enough for a good cofmographer to nominate. And is three mole- 
hills fo much to us, and fo many empires fo little for him? For my own part, I can- 
not choofe but grieve, that the ations of an Englifhman fhould be inferior to any, and 
that the command of England fhould not be as great as any monarchy that ever-was 
fince the world began ; I mean, not as a tyrant to torment all Chriftendom, but to fup- 
prefs her difturbers, and conquer her enemies. 

For the great Romans got into their hand, 

The whole world’s compafs, both by fea and land, 
Or any feas, or heaven or carth extended, 

And yet that nation could not be contented. 

Much about this time arrived a fmall bark of Barnftaple, which had been at’ the 
Summer Ifles, and in her Captain Nathaniel Butler, who having been governor there 
three years, and his commiffion expired, he took the opportunity of this fhip to fee 
Virginia. At James Town he was kindly entertained by Sir Francis Wyat, the gover- 
nor. After he had refted there fourteen days, he fell up with his fhip to the river 
of Chickahamania, where meeting with Captain William Powell, joining together fuch 
forces as they had to the number of eighty, they fet upon the Chickahamanians, that 
fearfully fled, fuffering the Englith to fpoil all they had, not daring to refift them. 
‘Thus he returned to James Town, where he ftaid a month, at Kecoughtan as much 
more, and fo returned for England. 

But riding at Kecoughtan, Mr. John Argent, fon of Dr. Argent, a young gentle- 
man that went with Captain Butler from England to this place, Michael Fuller, Wil- 
liam Gany, Cornelius May, and one other, going afhore with fome goods late in a fair 
evening, fuch a fudden guft did arife, that drove them athwart the river, in that place 
at leaft three or four miles in breadth, where the fhore was fo fhallow at a low water, 
and the boat beating upon the fands, they left her, wading near half a mile, and oft 
up to the chin: fo well it happened, Mr. Argent had put his bandalier of powder in 
his hat, which, next God, was all their prefervations ; for it being February, and the 
ground fo cold, their bodies became fo benumbed, they were not able to ftrike fire 
with a fteel and a ftone he had in his pocket; the ftone they loft twice, and thus tho‘e 
poor fouls groping in the dark, it was Mr. Argent’s chance to find it, and with a few 
withered leaves, reeds, and bruh, make a {mall fire: being upon the Chefapeak’s 
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fhore, their mortal enemies, great was their fear to be difcovered. The joyful morne 
ing appearing, they found their boat and goods driven afhore, not far from them, but 
fo fplit, fhe was unferviceable ; but fo much was the frott, their clothes did freeze upon 
their backs, for they durft not make any great fire to dry them, left thereby the bloody 
favages might defcry them, fo that one of them died the next day, and the next night 
digging a grave in the fands with their hands, buried him. In this bodily fear they 
lived and fafted two days and nights, then two of them went into the land to feek frefh 
water ; the others, to the boat, to get fome meal and oil. Argent and his comrade 
found a canoe, in which they refolved to adventure to their fhip, but fhe was adrift in 
the river before they returned: thus fruftrated of all hopes, Captain Butler, the third 
night, ranging the thore in his boat tovfeek them, difcharged his mufkets ; but they 
fuppofing it {ome favages had got fome Englith pieces, they grew more perplexed than 
ever, fo he returned, and foft his labour. The fourth day they unloaded their boat, and 
ftopping her leaks with their handkerchiefs and other rags, two rowing, and two baling 
out the water ; but far they went not ere the.water grew upon them fo faft, and they 
fo tired, they thought themfelves happy to be on fhore again, though they perceived 
the Indians were not far off by their fires. Thus, at the very period of defpair, 
Fuller undertook to fit aftride upon a little piece of an old canoe; fo well it pleafed 
God, the wind and tide ferved, by paddling with his hands and feet in the water, be- 
‘yond all expeétation, God fo guided him three or four hours upon this board, he 
arrived at their fhip, where they no lefs amazed than he tired, they took him in. Pre« 
fently, as che had concluded with his companions, he caufed them to difcharge a piece 
of ordnance if he efcaped, which gave no lefs comfort to Mr. Argent and the reft, 
thaa terror to thofe plantations that heard it (being late), at fuch an unexpected ala- 
‘yum: but after, with warm cloaths and a little ftrong water, they had a little recovered. 
him, fach was his courage and care of his diftreffed friends, he returned that night 
again, with Mr. Felgate to condué him to them ; and fo giving thanks to God for fo 
hopelefs a deliverance, it pleafed his divine power both they and their provifion 
came fafely aboard ; but Fuller, they doubt, will never recover his benumbed: legs 

and thighs. 
Now, before Butler’s arrival in England, many hard fpeeches were rumoured against 
him for fo leaving his charge, before he received order from the Company: divers 
again of his foldiers as highly commended him for his good government, art, judg- 
ment, and induftry. But to make the mifery of Virginia appear, that it might be 
reformed in time, how all thofe cities, towns, corporations, forts, vineyards, nurferies 
of mulberries, glafs-houfes, iron-forges, gueft-houfes, filk-worms, colleges, the Com- 
pany’s great eftate, and that plenty fome do fpeak of here, are rather things in words 
and paper, than in effect, with divers reafons of the caufes of thofe defedts ; if it were 
falfe, his blame nor fhame could not be too much : but if there be fuch defeéts in the 
government, and diftrefs in the colony, it is thought by many it hath been too long 
concealed, and requireth rather reformation than difputation : but, however, it were 
not amifs to provide for the worft, for the beft will help itfelf. Notwithftanding, it 
was apprehended fo hardly, and examined with that paffion, that the bruit thereof was 
fpread abroad with that expedition it did more hurt than the maffacre; and the fault 
of all now, by the vulgar rumour, muft be attributed to the unwholefomenefs of. the 
air, and barrennefs of the country, as though all England were nought, becaufe the 
-fens and marfhes are unhealthy ; or barren, becaufe fome will lie under windows and 
ftarve in Cheapfide, rot in gaols, die in the treet, highways, or any where, and ufe 
a thoufand devices to maintain. themlelyes in thofe miferies, rather than take any pains 
9 to. 
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to live as they may by honeft labour ; and a great part of fuch like are the planters of 
Virginia, and partly the occafion of thefe defailments. fs ‘ 

In the latter end of this laft year, or the beginning of this, Captain Henry Spilman, 
a gentleman that hath lived in thofe countries thirteen or fourteen years, one of the 
belt interpreters in the land, being furnifhed with a bark and fix-and-twenty men, he 
was fent to truck in the river of Patawomek, where he had lived a long time among{t 
the favages; whether he prefumed too much upon his acquaintance amongitthem, or they 
fought to-be revenged of any for the flaughter made amongft them by the Englifh fo 
lately, or he fought to betray them, or they him, are all feveral relations, but it feems 
but imaginary: for theri returned report they left him athore about Patawomek ; but 
the name of the place they knew not, with one-and-twenty men, being but five in the 
bark, the favages, ere tltey fufpected any thing, boarded them with their canoes, and 
entered fo fait, the Englifh were amazed, till a failor gave fire to a piece of ordnance, 
only at random ; at the report whereof the favages leaped overboard, fo diftracted 
with fear, they left their canoes and fwam afhore ; and prefently they heard a great 
bruit amongft the favages athore, and faw a man’s head thrown: down the bank; 
whereupon they weighed anchor, and-returned home; but how he ‘was furprized or 
flain is uncertain. i 

Thus things proceed and vary not a jot, * 

Whether we know them, or we know them not. \ 


| 
A Particular of fuch Neceffaries as either private Families or Jingle Perfont hall. nave 
Caufe to provide to go to Virginia, whereby greater Numbers may in part conceive. the 
better how to provide for themfelves. 


Apparel. Vidiuals for a whole Year for a Man, and 











zs. d fe ofter the Rate for rnore. 
A Monmouth cap - - © 110 Bon de 
3 Falling bands - - o 1 3 8 Bufhelsof meal - - 200 
3 Shirts - « + 0 7 6 2Bufhelsofpeas - = o 6 o 
1 Waiftcoat - - - o 2 2. 2 Bufhels of oatmeal - °o 9/0 
1 Suit ofcanvas - - o 7 6 1xGallonof aquavite ~- o 2 6 
1 Suit of frieze - - o 10 0 1 Gallon of oil - - o 3 «6 
1 Suit of cloth - -= 015 © 2Gallons of vinegar - o 20 
3, Pair of frith ftockings - o 4.0 
4 Pair of thoes - = 0 8 8 3 30 
x Pair of gaiters - = o o10 = 
1 Dozen of points - - °° 3 
1 Pair of canvas fheets  - o 8 o Arms for a Man; but if half your Men 
7 Ells of canvas to make a bed be armed it is well, fo all have S:words 
and bolfter, to be filled in Vir- and Pieces. 
ginia, ferving for twomen -0 8 o 1 Armour complete, light - Oo 17 
5 Ells of coarfe canvas to make 1 Long piece, five feet and a half, 
abedatfeafortwomen o § © near mufket-bore - I 2 0 
1 Coarfe rug atfeafortwomeno 6 o 1 Sword = 2 + 0 5 0 
1 Belt - -- - - Oo Fr O 
4 0 © 1 Bandelier - - : o 1: 6 
20 Pounds of powder = - = 0. 13: 0 
¥2 60 Pourds 
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: : wn tf & = Houfbold Implements for a. Family and es 
69 Pounds of fhot or lead, piftol Perfons, and fo for more.or lefs, after Ve 
and goole fhet - - © § © ° Rate. 











a 8 a, 
3 9 6 14 Jron-pot - « - °.7 0 
uy ——— 1 Kettle - - - °o 6 6 
Tools for a Family of fix Perfans, and fo 1 Large. frying-pan - o 26 
after the Rate for more. 1 Gridiron + - - or 6 
5 Broad hoes, at 2s. a-piece oto 0 2 Skillets - - . © 5 Oo 
5 Narrow hoes, at 16d. a-picce o 6 8 41 Spit - - - - °o 206 
2 Broad axes, at 38. 8d. a-piece o 7 4 Platters, difhes, fpoons of wood 0 4 © 
5 Felling-axes, at 18d, a-piece o 7 % a a 
2, Steel hand-faws, at 16d. a-pieceo 2 8 1 80 
2 Two-hand-faws, at 5s. a-piece 0 10° o 7 
1 Whip-faw, fet and filed, with For fugar, fpice, and fruit, and at 
box, file, and reft - Oo 10 0 fea for fix men - - o12 6 
2 Hammers, 12d. a-piece - o 2 © So the full charge after this rate 
3 Shovels, 18d, a-piece - 0 4 6 for each perfon will amount 
2 Spades, at 18d.a-piece - 0 3 0 about the fum of - 12 10 10 
o Augers, at 6d.a-piece + o 4 0 The paling: of each man is 6 0 0 
6 Chiffels, at 6d. apiece - oO 3 © Thefreight of thefe provifions for 
2_Piercers, focked, 4d. a-piece o 0 8 a man will be above half a ton, 
“g Gimiets, at-2d. apiece - © o 6 which is - - - 110 o 
2 Hatchets, at 21d. a-piece + 0 3 6 So the whole charge will amount 
2 Frewsto cleave pale, 18d.eacho 3 0 to about - . - 20 0 @ 
2 Hand-bills, 20d. a-piece - © 3 4 ; ‘ 
x Grindftone..  - - - 04090 : 
Nails of all forts to the value of 2 0 o 
2Pickaxes-  ¢ - - 0 3:0 
6 5 8 


Now if the number be great, nets, hooks, and lines, but cheefe, bacon, kine, and 
goats, mult be added. And this is the ufual proportion the Virginia Company do be- 
fiow upon their tenants they fend. 


A brief’ Relation, written by Captain Smith to His Majefty’s Commiffioners, for the 
; Reformation of Virginia, concerning fome Afperfions againft it. 


‘Honourable Gentlemen, 

FOR fo many fair and navigable rivers fo near adjoining, and piercing through fo 
fair 2 natural land, free from any inundations, or large fenny unwholefome marthes, 
I have not feen, read, nor heard of: and for the building of cities, towns, and 
wharfage, if they will ufe the means, where there is no more ebb nor flood, nature in 
few places affords any fo convenient, for falt marfhes or quagmires. In this tract of 
James Town river, 1 know very few; fome fmall marfhes and fwamps there are, but 
more profitable than hurtful ; and think there is more low marth ground betwixt 
Erim and Chelfea, than Kecoughton and the Falls, which is about one hundred and 
eighty miles by the courfe of the river. 

vi Being 
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Being. enjoined-by our commiffion not to unplant nor wrong the favages, becaufe 
the channel was fo near the fhore, where now is James Town, then a thick grove of 
trees, we cut them down, where the favages pretending as much kindnefs as could be, 
they hurt and flew one-and-twenty of us in two hours. At this time our diet was for 
moft part water and bran, and three ounces of little better {tuff in bread for five men 
a meal; and thus we lived near three months: our lodgings under boughs of trees, 
the favages being our enemies, whom we neither knew nor underftood, occafions, I 
think, fufficient to make men fick and die. 

Neceflity thus did enforce me, with eight or nine, to try conclufions amongft the 
favages, that we got provifion, which recovered the reft, being moft fick. Six weeks 
I was led captive by thofe barbarians, though fome of my men were flain, and the reft 
fled; yet it pleafed God to make their great King’s daughter the means to return me 
fafe to James Town, and relieve our wants; and then our commonwealth was in all 
eight-and-thirty, the remainder of one hundred and five. 

Being fupplied with one hundred and twenty, with twelve men in a boat of three tons, 
I fpent fourteen weeks in thofe large waters ; the contents of the way of my boat, pro- 
traéted by the feale of proportion, was «bout three thoufand miles, befides the river we 
dwell upon, where no Chriftian known ever was, and our diet for the moft part what 
we could find, yet but one died. 

The favages being acquainted, that by. command from England we durft not hurt 
them, were much imboldened ; that famine and their infolencies did force me to break 
our commiffion and inftruétions, caufe Powhatan fly his country, and take the King of 
Pamaunke prifoner ; and alfo to keep the King of Pafpahegh in fhackles, and put his 
men to double tafks in chains, till nine-and-thirty of their Kings paid us contribution, 
and the offending favages fent to James Town to punifh at our own difcretion: inthe 
two laft years I ftaid there, Thad not a man flain. 

‘All thofe conclufions being not able to prevent the bad events of pride and idlenefs, 
having received another fupply of feventy, we were about two hundred in all, but not 
twenty workmen: in following the ftriét direétions from England to do that was 
impoffible at that time; fo it happened, that neither we nor they had any thing to eat. 
but what the country afforded naturally ; yet of eighty who lived upon oyfters a 
June and July, with a pint of corna week for a man, lying under trees, and one hundred 
-and twenty for the moft part living upon fturgeon, which was dricd till we pounded it 
to powder for meal, yet in ten weeks but feven died. ; 

It'is true, we had of tools, arms, and ammunition fufficient, fome aquavitz, vinegar, 
meal, peafe, and oatmeal, but in two years and a half not fufficient for fix months 
though by the bills of lading the proportions fent us would well have contented us, not- 
withftanding we fent home ample proofs of pitch, tar, fope-afhes, wainfcoat, clapboard 
filk-grafs, iron ore, fome fturgeon, and glafs, faflafras, cedar, cyprefs, and black walnut, 
crowned Powhatan, fought the Monacans country, according to the inftru@tions fent us, 
but they caufed us neglect more neceflary works: they had better given for pitch and 
foap-afhes one hundred pound a ton in Denmark : wealfo maintained five or fix feve- 
ral plantations. 

James Town being burnt, we rebuilt it and three forts more ; befides the church 
and {tore-houfe, we had about forty or fifty feveral houfes to keep us warm and dry, 
environed with a palifado of fourteen or fifteen feet, and each as much as three or four 
men could carry. We digged a fair well of frefh water in the fort, where we had three 
bulwarks, four-and-twenty pieces of ordnance, of culvering, demiculvering, facar and 
falcon, and moft well mounted upon convenient platforms, planted one hundred acres 

of 
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of corn. Wehad but fix thips to tranfport and fupply us, and but two hundred feventy 
feven men, boys, and women, by whofe labours Virginia being brought to this kind of 
perfecticn, the moft difficulties paft, and the foundation thus laid by this fmall means : 
x becaufe we had done no more, they called in our commiffion, took a new in their 

m names, and appointed us near as many offices and officers as I had foldiers, that 
neither knew us, nor we them, without our confents or knowledge; fince there have 
gone more than one hundred fhips of other proportions, and eight or ten thoufand 
people. Now if you pleafe to compare what hath been fpent, fent, difcovered and 
done thefe fifteen years, by that we did in the three firlt years, and every governor that 
hath been there fince, give you but fuch an account as this, you may eafily find what 
hath been the caufe of thofe difafters in Virginia. 

‘Then came in Captain Argall and Mr. Sedan, in a fhip of Mr. Cornelius, to fith for 
fturgeon, who had {uch good provifion, we éontracted with them for it, whereby we 
were better furnifhed than ever. 

Not long after came in feven fhips, with about three hundred people; but rather to 
fupplant us than fupply us; their admiral with their authority being caft away in the Ber. 
mudas, very angry they were we had made no better provifion for them. Seven or eight 
weeks we with{tood the inundations of thefe diforderly humours, till I was.near blown 
to death with gunpowder, which occafioned me to return for England. 

In the year 1609, about Michaelmas, I left the country, asis formerly related, with 
three fhips, feven boats, commodities to trade, harveft newly gathered, eight weeks 
provifion of corn and meal, about five hundred perfons, three hundred mufkets, thot, 
powder, and match, with arms for more men than we had. The favages their 
language and habitation, well known to two hundred expert foldiers; nets for fith- 
ing, tools of all forts, apparel to fupply their wants: fix mares and a horfe, five or 
fix hundred {wine, many more poultry, what was brought or bred, but victuals there 
remained. 

Having {pent fome five years,and more than five hundred pounds in procuring the 
letters patents and fetting forward, and near as much more about New England, &c. 
Thus thefe nineteen years I have here and there not fpared any thing according to my 
ability, nor the beft advice I could, to perfuade how thofe ftrange miracles of mifery 
might have been prevented, which lamentable experience plainly taught me of neceflity 
mutt enfue; but few would believe me till now too dearly they have paid for it. Where- 
fore hitherto I have rather left all than undertake impoflibilities, or any more fuch 
coftly taiks at fuch chargeable rates : for in neither of thofe two countries have I one 
foot of land, nor the very houfe I builded, nor the ground I digged with my own hands, 
nor ever any content or fatisfaction at all; and though I fee ordinarily thofe two 
countries fhared before me by them that neither have them nor know them, but by my 
defcriptions ; yet that doth not fo much trouble me, as to hear and fee thofe contentions 
and divifions which will hazard if not ruin the profperity of Virginia, if prefent remedy 
be not found, as they have hindered many hundreds who would have been there ere 
now, and makes them yet that are willing to ftandina demurrer. 

For the books and maps I have made, I will thank him that will thew me fo much 
for fo little recompence, and bear with their errors till I have done better. For the 
materials in them I cannct deny, but am ready to affirm them both there and here, upon 
fuch grounds asi have propounded, which is to have but fifteen hundred men to 

_Tubdue again the favages, fortify the country, difcover that yet unknown, and both 
defend and feed their colony, which I moft humbly refer to His Majefty’s moft judicial 
judgment, and the moft honourable Lords of his privy council, you his trufty aud Lan 

belove 
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beloved commiffioners, and the honourable company of planters and. well willers to 
Virginia, New England and Sommer-Iflands. 7 


Out of thefe Obfervations it pleafed His Maje/ty’s Commiffioners for the Reformation gf 
Virginia, to defire my Anfwer to thefe feven Queftions. 
Queit. 1. WHAT conceive you is the caufe the plantation hath profpered no better 
fince you left it in fo good a forwardnefs ? 
‘Anfw. Idlenefs and carelefinefs brought all I did in three years in fix months to 
nothing ; and of five hundred I left, {carce threefcore remained ; and had Sir Thomas 
Gates not got from the Bermudas, ! think they had been all dead before they could 


be fupplied. ae 
Queft. 2. What conceive you fhould be the caufe, though the country be good, 


there comes nothing but tobacco? 

‘Anfw. The often altering of governors, it feems, caufes every man make ufe of his 
time; and becaufe corn was {tinted at two fhillings and fix-pence the buthel, and 
tobacco at three fhillings the pound, and they value a.man’s labour a year worth fifty 
or threefcore pounds, but in corn not worth ten pounds, prefuming tobacco will: 
furnifh them with all things; now make a man’s labour in corn worth threefcore 
pounds, and in tobacco but’ten pounds a man, then fhall they have corn fufficient to 
entertain all comers, and keep their people in health to do any thing ; but till then 
there will be little or nothing to any purpofe. 

eft. 3. What conceive you to have been the caufe of the maffacre; and had’ the 
favages had the ufe of any pieces in your time, or when, or by whom they were: 
taught ? = 

‘Ante. The caufe of the maffacre was the want of martial difcipline, and becaufe 
they would have all the Englith had by deftroying thofe they found fo, carelefly 
fecure, that they were not provided to defend themfelves againft any enemy, being fo. 
difperfed as they were. In my time, though Captain Nuport furnifhed them with 
{words by truck, and many fugitives did the like, and fome pieces they got acci- 
dently, yet I got the moft of them again, and it was death to him that fhould fhew a 
favage the ufe of a piece. Since, I underftand, they becanie fo good fhot, they were 
employed for fowlers and huntfmen by the Englifh. 

Queft. 4. What charge think you would have fettled the government both for: 
defence and planting when you left it? 

Anfw. Twenty thoufand pounds would have hired good labourers and mechanical 
men, and have furnifhed them with cattle and all neceffaries, and one hundred of them 
would have done more than a thoufand of thofe that went, though the Lord La Ware, 
Sir Ferdinando Waynman, Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir Thomas Dale were perfuaded 
to the contrary ; but when they had tried, they confeffed their error. 

Queft. 5. What conceive you would be the remedy and the charge? 

‘Anfw. ‘Che remedy is to fend foldiers and all forts of labourers and neceffaries for 
them, that they may be there by next Michaelmas; the which to do well will ftand 
you in fivé thoufand pounds: but if His Majefty would pleafe to lend two of his thips 
to tranfport them, lefs would ferve, befides the benefit of his grace to the action would 
encourage ail men. ; i 

Queft. 6. What think you are the defeéts of the government both here and there ? 

Aniw. The multiplicity of opinions here, and officers there, makes fuch delays Ly 


queftions and formality, that as much time is fpent i compliment as in action 3. 
befides,. 
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befides, fome are fo defirous to employ their fhips, having fix pounds for every: 
paflenger, and three pounds for every ton of goods, at which rate a thoufand fhips 
may now better be procured than one at the firit, when the common ftock defrayed all 
freights, wages, provifions and magazines, whereby the fhips are fo peftered, as occa- 

ns much ficknefs, difeafes and mortality ; for though all the paflengers die they are 
fure of their freight ; and then all muft be fatisfied with orations, difputations, excufes 
and hopes. As for the letters of advice from hence, and their anfiwers thence, they 
are fo well written, men would believe there were no great doubt of the performance, 
and that all things were well, to which error here they have been ever much fubjed; 
and there not to believe, or not to relieve the true and poor eflate of that colony, 
whofe fruits were commonly fpent before they were ripe, and this lofs is nothing to 
them here, whofe great eftates are not fenfible of the lofs of their adventures, and fo 
they think, or will not take notice ; but it is fo with al} men, but howfoever they think 
or difpofe of all things at their pleafure, I am fure not myfelf only, but a thoufand 
others have not only {pent the moft of their eftates, but the moft part have loft their 
lives and all, only but to make way for the trial of more new conclufions, and he that 
niow will adventure but twelve pounds ten fhillings fhall have better refpect and as 
much favour than he that fixteen years ago adventured as much, except he have 
money as the other hath, but though he have adventured five hundred pounds, and 
{pent there never fo much time, if he have no more and not able to begin a family of 
himfelf, all is loft by order of court. 

But in the beginning it was not fo, all went then out of one purfe, till thofe new 
devices have confumed both money and pure, for at firft there were but fix patentees, 
now more than a thoufand, then but thirteen counfellors, now not lefs than an hundred; 
T {peak not of all, for there are fome both honourable and honeft, but of thofe officers, 
which did they manage their own eftates no better than the affairs of ‘Virginia, they 
would quickly fall to decay fo well as it; but this is moft evident, few officers in 
England it hath caufed to turn bankrupts, nor for all their complaints would leave 
their places, neither yet any of their officers there, not few of the reft but they would 
be at home, but fewer adventurers here will adventure any more till they fee the 
bufinefs better eftablifhed, although there be fome fo wilfully improvident they care 
for nothing but to get thither, and then if their friends be dead, or want themfelves, 
they die or live but poorly for want of neceffaries, and to think the old planters can. 
relieve them were too much fimplicity, for who here in England is fo charitable to 
feed two or three ftrangers, have they never fo much, much lefs in Virginia where 
they want for themfelves. Now the general complaint faith, that pride, covetoufnels, 
extortion and oppreffion in a few that engroffes all, than fell all again to the com- 
monalty at what rate they pleafe, yea, even men, women and children, for who will 
give moft occafions no {mall mifchief amongit the planters. 

As for the company, or thofe that do tranfport them, provided of neceffaries, God 
forbid but they fhould receive their charges again with advantage, or that mafters 
there fhould not have the fame privilege over their fervants as here, but.to fell him or 
her for forty, fifty, or threefcore pounds, whom the company hath fent over for eight 
or ten pounds at the moft, without regard how they fhall be maintained with apparel, 
meat, drink, and lodging, is odious, and their fruits fuitable ; therefore fuch merchants 
it were better they were made {uch merchandize.themfelves than fuffered any longer 
fo-ufe that trade, and thofe are defects fufficient to bring a well fettled commonwealth 
to mifery, much more Virginia. 

QOueft. 7. How think vou it mav be reQiGed ? 
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Anfw. If His Majefty would pleafe to entitle it to his crown, ‘and yearly that both the 
Bovernors here and there may give their accounts to you, or fome that'are not engaged 
in the bufinefs, that the common ftock be not fpent in maintaining one hundred men 
for the governor, one hundred for two deputies, fifty for the treafurer, five-and- 
twenty for the fecretary, and more for the marfhal and other officers who were riever 
there nor adventured any thing, but only preferred by favour to be lords over them 
that broke the ice and beat the path, and muft teach them what to do; if any thing 
happen well it is their glory ; “if ill, the fault of the old direétors, that in all dangers 
muit endure the worft, yet not five hundred of them have fo much as one of the 
others; alfa there be fome prefent courfe taken to maintain a garrifon to fupprefs 
the favages, fill they be able to fubfift, and that His Majefty would pleafe to remit his 
cultom, or it is to be feared they will lofe cuftom and all, for this cannot be done by 
promifes, hopes, counfels, and countenances, but with fufficient workmen and means 
to maintain them, nor fuch delinquents as here cannot be ruled by all the laws in 
England, yet when the foundation is laid, as I have faid, and a commonivealth 
eftablithed, then fuch there may bette be conftrained to labour than here: but to 
re&tify a commonwealth with debauched people is impoffible, and no wife man would 
throw himfelf. into fuch a fociety, that intends honeftly, and knows what he undere 
takes, for there is no country to pillage as the Romans found : all you expect from 
thence mutt be by labour. 

For the government I think there is as much ado about it as the kingdoms of 
Scotland and Ireland, men here conceiting Virginia as they are, erecting as many 
ftately offices as officers with their attendants, as there are labourers in the country, 
where a conftable were as good as twenty of their captains, and three hundred good 
foldiers and labourers better than all the reft that go only to get the fruits of other 
men’s labours by the title of an office. Thus they fpend Michaelmas rent in Mid. 
fummer moon, and would gather their harvelt before they have planted their corn. 

As for the maintenance of the officers, the firft that went never demanded any, but 
adventured good fums; and it feems ftrange to me, the fruits of all their labours, 
befides the expence of an hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, and fuch multitudes of 
people, thofe collateral officers could not maintain themfelves fo well as the old did, 
and having now fuch liberty to do to the favages what they will, the others had not. 
I more then wonder they have not five hundred favages to work for them towards their 
general maintenance, and as many more to return fome content and fatisfaction to the 
adventurers, that for all their care, charge and diligence, can hear nor fee nothing 
but miferable complaints ; therefore under your correction to reétify all, is with all 
expedition to pafs the authority to them whd will relieve them, left all be confumed 
ere the differences be determined. And except His Majefty undertake it, or by aét 
of parliament fome fimall tax may be granted throughout his dominions, as a penny 
upon every poll, called a head-penny ; two pence upon every chimney, or fome fuch 
collection might be raifed ; and that would be fufficient to give a good ftock, and many 
fervants to fufficient men of any faculty, and tranfport them freely for paying only 
homage to the Crown of England, and fuch duties to the public good as their eftates 
increafed, reafon fhould require. Were this put in praétice, how many people of what 
quality you pleafe, for all thofe difafters would yet gladly go to fpend their lives there, 
and by this means more good might be donein one year, than all thofe petty particular 
undertakings will effect in twenty. 3 

For the patent the King may, if he pleafe, rather take it from them that have it, 
than from us who had it firft, pretending to His Majefty what great matters they would 
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do, and how little we did, and for any thing I can conceive, had we remained fill as 
at firft, it is not likely we could have done much worfe ; but thofe oft altering of 
governments are not without much charge, hazard, and lofs. If I be too plain, I 
hambly crave your pardon ; but you requefted me, therefore I do but my duty. For 
the nobility, who know not how freely both in their purfes and affiftance many of 
them have been to advance it, committing the managing of the bufinefs to inferior 
perfons, amongft whom queftionlefs alfo many have done their utmoft beft, fincerely 
and truly according to their conceit, opinion, and underitanding ; yet grofs errors 
have been committed : but no man lives without his faults ; for my own part, I have 
fo much ado to amend my own, Ihave no leifure to look into any man’ggn particular, 
but thofe in general I conceive to be true. And fo I humbly reft, 


- Your’s to command, Is. 


"Thus thofe difcords, not being to be compounded among themfelves, nor yet by 
the extraordinary diligence, care and pains of the noble and right worthy commil- 
fioners, Sir William Jones, Sir Nicholas Fortefcue, Sir Francis Gofton, Sir Richard 
Sutton, Sir Henry Bourgchier, and Sir William Pitt ; a corante was granted again{t 
Mr. Deputy Farrar, and twenty or thirty others of that party, to plead their caufes 
before the right honourable the lords of His Majefty’s privy council : now notwith- 
ftanding all the relations, examinations, and intercepting of all letters whatfoever come — 
from thence, yet it feems they were fo far unfatisfied, and defired to know the truth, 
as well for the prefervation of the colony, as to give content and do all men right, they 
fent two commiffioners ftridtly to examine the true ftate of the colony. Upon whofe 
return, after mature deliberation, it pleafed His Royal Majelty to fuppre’s the courfe of 
the court at Deputy Farrars, and that for the prefent ordering the affairs of Virginia, 
until he fhould make a more full fettlement thereof, the Lord Vifcount Mandevile, 
lord prefident of His Majefty’s privy council, and alfo other privy councillors, with 
many underftanding knights and geatlemen, fhould every Thurfday in the afternoon 
meet at Sir Thomas Smith’s, in Philpot-lane, where all men whom it fhould concern 
may repair, to receive fuch dire@ions and warrant for, their better fecurity, as more at 
arge you may fec in the proclamation to that effect, under the great feal of England, 
dated the rgth of July 1624. But as for the relations Jaft returned, what numbers 
they are, how many cities, corporations, towns, and houfes, cattle and horfes they 
have, what fortifications or difcoveries they have made, or revenge upon the favages 5 
who are their friends or foes, or what commodities they have more than tobacco, and 
their prefent eftate, or what is prefently to be put in execution, in that the com- 
miffioners are not yet fully fatisfied in the one, nor refolved in the other, at this 
prefent time when this wentto the prefs, I muft entreat you pardon me till I be better 
affured. | 
Thus far I have travelled in this wildernefs of Virginia, not being ignorant for all 
my pains this difcourfe will be wrefted, toffed and turned as many ways as there is 
Yeaves ; that I have writ too much of fome, too little of others, and many fuch like 
objedions. To fuch I muft anfwer, in the Company’s name I was requefted to doit: 
if any have concealed their approved experience from my knowledge, they mult 
excufe me ; as for every fatherlefs,, or {tolen relation, cr whole volumes of fophifticated 
rehearfals, I leave them to the charge of them that defire them. Ithank God I nevér 
undertook any thing yet any could tax me of carelefsnefs or difhonefty ; and what is 
he to whom I am indebted or troublefome? Ah! were thefe my accufers but to change 
cafes and places with me but two years, or till they had done but fo much as I, it may 


be 
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be they would judge more charitably of my imperfe@tions. _ But here I muft leave all 
to the trial of time, both myfelf, Virginia’s preparations, proceedings, and good 
events, praying to that great God, the protettor of all goodnefs, to fend them as 
ood fuccefs as the ggodnefs of the a@ion and country deferveth, and my heart 
defireth. 


' 


BOOK V. 


The general Hiftory of the Bermudas, now called the Summer Iles, from their -beginning, 
in the Yeag of our Lord 1593, to this prefent 1624, with their Proceedings, Accidents, 
and prefent Eftate. 


BEFORE we prefent you the matters of fad, it is fit to offer té your view the -ftage 
.. whereon. they were acted, for as geography without hiftory feemeth a carcafe without 
motion, fo hiftory without geography, wandereth as a vagrant without a certain habita~ 
tion. Thofe iflands lie in the huge main ocean, and two hundred leagues from any 
continent, fituated in 32 degrees and 25 minutes of northerly latitude, and diftant from 
England veft-fouth-welt, about three thoufand three hundred miles, fome twenty miles 
in length, and not paft two miles and a half in breadth, environed with rocks, which 
to the northward, weftward, and fouth-eaft, extend further than they have been yet 
well difeovered: by reafon of thofe rocks the country is naturally very {trong, for there 
+ js but two places, and fcarce two, unlefs to them who know them,well, where fhipping 
may fafely come in, and thofe now are exceeding well fortified, but within % room to. 
entertain a royal fleet: the rocks in mott places appear at low water, neither are they 
much covered at high, for it ebbs and flows not patt five feet ; the fhore for moft part 
is a rock, fo hardened with the fun, wind, and fea, that it is not apt to be worn away 
with the waves, whofe violence is alfo broke by the rocks before they can come to the 
fhore; it is very uneven, diftributed into hills and dales; the mould is of divers 
colours, neither clay nor fand, but a mean between ; the red which refembleth clay 
- js the worft, the whiteft refembling fand, and the blackeft is good, but the brown be~ 
twixt them both, which they call white, becaufe there is mingled with it a white meal, 
is the beft: under the mould two or three feet deep, and fometimes lefs, is a kind of 
white hard fabftance, which they call the rock: the trees ufually faften their roots in 
it ; neither is it indeed rock or ftone, or fo hard, though for moft part harder 
than chalk; nor fo white, but pumifh-like and {pungy, eafily receiving and containing 
much water. In fome places, clay is found under it; it feems to be engendered with 
rain water, draining through the earth, and drawing with it of his fubftance unto a 
certain depth, where it congeals; the hardeft kind of it lies under the red ground like 
quarries, as it were thick flates one upon another, through which the river hath its 
paflage; fo that in fuch places there is fearce found any frefh water, for all or the moft 
part of the frefh water cometh out of the fea draining through the fand, or that fub- 
fance called the rock, leaving the falt behind, it becomes frefh: fometimes we 
dug wells of frefh water, which we find in moft places, and but three or four paces 
from the-fea fide; fome further, the moft part of them would ebb and flow as the fea 
did, and be level or little higher than the fuperfices of the fea, and in fome places very 
“ftrange, dark, and cumberfome caves. -, 

The air is moft commonly clear, very temperate, moift, with a moderate heat, very 
healthful, and apt for the generation and nourifhing of all things, fo as many tuirgs 
tranfported from hence yield a far greater increafe, and if it be any living thing, it be- 
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comes fatter and better ; by this means, the country is fo replenifhed with hens and 
tutkies, within the {pace of three or four:years, that many of them being neglected, 
forfake the houfes, and become wild, and fo live in great abundance ; the like increafe 
there is in hogs, tame conies, and other cattle, according to thejr kinds. There feems 
to be a continual fpring, which is the caufe fome things come not to that maturity and 
perfection as were requifite; and though the trees fhed their leaves, yet they are al- 
ways full of green ; the corn isthe fame they have in Virginia and the Weft-Indies: 
of this and many other things without plowing or much labour, they have two 
harvefts every year, for they fet about March, which they gather in July; and again in 
Auguft, which they reap in December ; and little flips of fig-trees and vines do ufually 
bear fruit within the year, and fometimes in lefs; but we find not the grapes as yet 
come to any perfedtion ; the like fertility it hath in oranges and lemons, pomegranates, 
and other things. Concerning the ferenity and beauty of the fky, it may as truly be 
faid of thofe illands as ever it was faid of the Rhodes, that there is no one day through- 
out the twelve months, but that in fome hour thereof, the fun looks fingularly and 
clear upon them, for the temperature it is beyond all others moft admirable ; no cold 
there is beyond an Englifh April, nor heat mich greater than an ordinary July in 
France, fo that froft and fnow is never feen here, nor ftinking and infeCtious mifts very 
feldom, by reafon of the main ocean, there is fome wind ftirring that cools the air ; the 
winter they have obferves the time with ours, but the longeft days and nights are 
fhorter than ours almoft by two hours. 

We fognd it at firft all a alg with weeds and plants of feveral kinds, as many 
tall and goodly cedars, infinite {tore of palmetoes, numbers of mulberries, wild olive. 
trees {tare, with divers others, unknown both by name and nature, fo that as they be- 
come loft to many ufeful employments, which time and induftry, no doubt, will one 
day difcover, and even already certain of the moft notorious of them have gotten them 
appellations from their apparent effets, as the prickle-pear which grows like a.fhrub 
by the ground, with broad thick leaves, all over armed with long and fharp dangerous 
thorns, the fruit being in form not much unlike a fmall green pear, and on the outfide 
of the fame colour, but within blood red, and exceeding full of juice, with grains not 
much unlike the pomegranate, and colouring after its nature. ‘The poifoned weed is 
much in fhape like our Englifh juy, but being but touched, caufeth rednefs, itching, 
and lattly, blifters, the which, howfoever, after a while pafs away of themfelves, with- 
out further harm; yet becaufe for the time they are fomewhat painful, it hath got 
itfelf an ill name, although queftionlefs of no ill nature. Here is alfo frequently grow- 
ing a certain tall plant, whofe ftalk being all over covered with a red rind, is thereupon 
termed the red weed, the root whereof being foaked in any liquor, or but a {mall 
quantity of the juice drunk alone, procures a very forcible vomit, and yet is generally 
ufed by the people, and found very effectual againft the pains and diftempers of 
the ftomach. ~ 

A kind of woodbine there is likewife by the fea very commonly to be found, which 
runs upon trees, twining itfelf like a vine; the fruit fomewhat refembles a bean; butt 
fomewhat flatter, the which, any way eaten, worketh excellently in the nature of a 
purge, and though very vehemently, yet without all peril. Contrary to this, another 
finall tree there is, which caufeth coftivenefs : there is alfo a certain plant like a bramble« 
buth, which bears a long yellow fruit, having the fhell very hard, and within it a grey 
berrv, that beaten and taken inwardly purgeth gently. There is another fruit, much 
like our barberries, which being beaten or bruifed between the teeth, fets all the mouth 
on an‘'extreme heat. verv terrible for the time: to avoid which. they are fwallowed 
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down whole, and found of the fame or better operation than the red pepper, and thence 
borroweth the name. In the bottom of the fea, there is growing. upon.the rocks a 
large kind of plant, in the form of a vine-leaf, but far more fpread with. veins, in colour 
of a pale red, very ftrangely interlaced and woven one in another, which we call the 
feather, but the virtue thereof is altogether unknown, but only regarded for the rarity. 
Now befides thefe natural produétions, providences, and pains, fince the plantation, have 
offered divers other feeds and plants, which the foil hath greedily embraced and che- 
rifhed, fo that at this prefent 1623, there are great abundance of white, red, and yellow, 
coloured potatoes, tobacco, fugar-canes, indigos, parfnips, exceeding large radifhes, the 
American bread, the caflado-root, the Indian pumpeon, the water melon, mufk-melon, 
and the moft delicate pine-apples, plantains, and papaws ; alfo the Englifh artichoke, 
peafe, &c.; briefly, whatfoever elfe may be expected for the fatisfaction either of 
curiofity, neceflity, or delight. 

Neither hath the air for her part been wanting with due fupplies of many forts of 
fowls, as the grey and white nearn, the grey and green plover, fome wild ducks and 
mallard, coots, and red-fhanks, fea-widgeons, grey bitterns, cormorants, numbers of 
{mall birds, like fparrows and robins, which have lately been deftroyed by the wild 
cats, wood-peckers, very many crows, which fince this plantation are killed, the reft 
fled, or feldom feen, except in the moft uninhabited places, from whence they are 
obferved to take their flight about fun-fet, directing their courfe towards the north-welt, 
which makes many conjecture there are fome more iflands not far off that way. 
Sometimes are alfo feen falcons and jar-falcons, ofprays, a bird like a hobby, but ve- 
caufe they come feldom, they are held but as paffengers ; but above all théfe, moft 
deferving obfervation and refpect, are thofe two forts of birds, the one for the tone of 
his voice, the other for the effect, called the cahow and egg-bird, which on the firfe of 
May, a day conftantly obferved, fall a laying infinite {tore of eggs, near as big as hens’,, 
upon certain fmall fandy bays, efpecially in Couper’s [fle; and although men fit down. . 
amongft them when hundreds of them have been gathered of a morning, yet there is: 
hath ftaid amongft them till they have gathered as many more: they continue this: 
courfe till Midfummer, and fo tame arid fearlefs; you muft thruft them off from their: 
eggs with your hand; then they grow fo faint with laying, they fuffer them to breed, 
and take infinite numbers of their young to eat, which are very excellent meat. 

The cahow is a bird of the night, for all the day fhe lies hid in holes in the rocks, 
where they and their young are alfo taken with as much eafe as may be, but in the 
night if you’but whoop and hollow, they will light upon you, that with your hands you 
may chufe the fat and leave the lean; thofe they have only in winter ; their eggs are 
as big as hens’, but they are fpeckled, the other white. Mr. Norwood hath taken 
twenty dozen of them in three or four hours, and fince there hath been fuch havock 
made of them, they were near all deftroyed, till there was a ftrict inhibition for their 
prefervation. ‘The tropick bird is white, as large as a pullet, with one only long 
feather in her tail, and is feldom feen far diftant from other of the tropicks : another 
{mall bird there is, becaufe the cries pemblyco, they call her fo; fhe is feldom feen in the- 
day but when fhe fings, as too oft the doth very clamoroufly, too true a prophet fhe’ 
proves of huge winds and boifterous weather : there were a kind of {mall owls in great 
abundance, but they are now all flain or fled: fome tame ducks, gecfe and pigeons. 
there are ; but the two latter profper not. : 

Concerning vermin and noifome creatures there are not many, but only rats and 
cats, there increafed fince the plantation ; but how they agree together you fhall hear 


hereafter. The mutketos and ilies are alfo too bufy, witha certain India bug, called by- 
the: 
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the Spaniards, a cacarootch, the which creeping into chefts they eat and defile with their 
ill-feented dung : alfo the little ants in fummer time are fo troublefome they are forced 
to dry their figs upon high frames, and anoint their feet with tar, wherein they ftick, 
_elfe they would fpoil them all ere they could be dried: worms in the earth alfo there 
are, but too many, fo that to keep them from deftroying their corn and tobacco, they 
are forced to worm them every morning, which is a great labour, elfe all would be 
deftroyed. Lizards there were many and very large, but now none; and it is faid they 
were deftroyed by the cat. Certain fpiders alfo of very large fize are found hanging 
upon trees, but inftead of being any way dangerous as in other places, they are here of 
a mott pleafing afpect, all over dreft as it were with filver, gold, and pearl, and their 
webs in the fummer woven from tree to tree, are generally a perfect raw ‘filk, and that 
as well in regard of fubftance as colour, and fo ftrong withal, that divers birds bigger 
than black-birds, being like fnipes, are often taken and {nared in them as a net: then 
what would the filk-worm do were fhe there to feed upon the continual green 
mulberry ? 

But above all the reft of the elements, the fea is found moft abundantly liberal : 
hence have they as much excellent fifh, and as’ much variety as need be defired. The 
moft of which being unknown to our northern parts, got there new names, either for 
their fhapes or conditions; as the large rock-fifh from his like hue, and haunting 
amonglt the rocks; the fat hog-fifh from his fwine-like fhape and fnout, for this ts 
not the old known hog-fith with bruffels on his back; the delicate amber-fifh from his 
talte and fmell, angel-fifh, cony-fith, the {mall yellow tail from that natural painting ; 
the great grouper from his odd and ftrange grunting, fome of them yet known to the 
Americans, as the purgoofe, the cavallo, the gar-fifh, flying-fifh and morerays: the 
refit are common to other continents ; as the whale in great numbers, the fhark, the 
pilot-fifh, the fea-bream, the oyfter and lobfter, with divers others ; twenty tortoifes 
have been taken in a day, and fome of them will afford half a buthel of eggs, and 
fuffice to feed forty men at a meal. And thus have you briefly epitomized mother 
Nature’s benefits to this little, yet dainty, fpot of earth, neither were it ingenuity to 
conceal wherein fhe inclineth to the ftepdame, efpecially fince the particulars are fo 
few, as rather requifite antidotes againft idlenefs to roufe up induftry, than any great 
caufe of much diftafte, much lefs defpair ; and of thofe, to {peak truth, there are only 
two, viz. the winds, and the worms, efpecially in the fpring and autumn; and thus 
conditioned as yet we will let reft thefe fmall iflands, in the midit of this mighty and 
main ocean, fo environed on every fide by infinite numbers of uncertain {cattered 
rocks, lying fhallowly hid under the furface of the water, a league, two, three, four, 
or five, to fea, to the which advantages added by art, as hereafter you fhall hear at large, 
and find defcribed in the map. It may well be concluded to be the moft impregnable 
place in the world, and although the amber-gris, pearls, nor tobacco; are of that 
quantity and certainty to be relied upon to gain wealth, yet by practice and experience 
they find, by filk, faffron, indigo, madar, fugar-canes, wine, oil, and fuch like, great 
profit may be expected: yet were thofe hopelefs in regard of their conveniency to 
nourifh and maintain themfelves and relieve them fhall vifit them with wood, water, 
and other neceflaries ;_befides what an eye-fore they are already become to them that 
have them not, and how dear and precious to them that have them, I think none 
will deny but they are well worth the keeping: and fo we will proceed to the acci- 
dents that befell the firft finders: alfo the proceedings of the firft planters and their 

- fucceils, Mr. Norrod, Thomas Sparkes, and divers others. 
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A brief Relation of the Shipwreck of Henry May. 


HOW thefe ifles came by the name of Bermudas, or the infinite number of ‘black 
hogs, or fo fearful to the world, that many called them the Ile of Devils, that all men 
did fhun as hell and perdition; I will not expoftilate, nor trouble your patience with 
thofe uncertain antiquities further than thus; our men found divers crofles, pieces of 
Spanifh monies here and there. ‘T'wo or three wrecks alfo they found by certain 
infcriptions to be fome Spanifh, fome Dutch, fome French; but the greateft rumoar is, 
that a Spanih thip, called Bermudas, was there cat away, carrying hogs to the Weft 
Indies, that fwam afhore, and there increafed : how the Spaniards efcaped is uncertain ; 

but they fay, from that thip thofe ifles were firft called Bermudas, which till then for fix 
thoufand years had been namelefs. 

But the firft Englifhman that was ever in them was one Henry May, a worthy 
mariner that went with Captain Lancafter to the Eaft Indies 1591 ; and in their return 
by the Welt Indies, being in fome diftrefs, fent this Henry May for England by one 
Monfieur de la Barbotier, to. acqnaint~the merchants with their efiate. The laft of 
“November, faith May, we departed from Laguna in Hifpaniola, and the 17th of De- 
cember following we were caft away upon the north-weft of the Bermudas ; the 
pilots about noon made themfelves fouthwards of the ifles twelve leagues, and demand- 
ed of the captain their wine of hight as out of all danger, which they had ; but it 
feems they were either drunk, or carelefs of their charge, for through their_negligence 
a number of good men were caftaway. I being buta ftranger amongift fifty and odd 
Frenchmen, it pleafed God to appoint me to be one of thofe fhould be faved. In this 
extremity we made a raft, which we towed with our boat; there were but fix-and~ 
twenty of us faved ; and I eeing fearce room for theone half, durft not pafs in amongft 
them till the captain called me along with him, leaving the better half to the fea’s 
mercy : that day we rowed till within two hours of night ere we could land, being 
near dead with thirft, every man took his way to feek frefh water; at length, by 
fearching amongft many weeds, we found fome rain water 5 but in the main are many 
fair bays, where we had enough for digging. 

Now it pleafed God before our fhip fplit we faved our carpenter’stools, fome nails, 
fails, and tacklings, wherewith we went roundly to work, and built a bark of eighty 
tons : inftead of piich, we made lime, mixed with tortoife oil, and as the carpenters 
caulked her, land another paid the feams with this plafter, which being in April, became 
quickly dry, andgs hard as a ftone. 

In April it was fo hot we feared our water would fail, two great chefts we made, 
which we caulked as our fhip ; thofe we ftowed on each fide our main-maft, filled them 
with water and thirty live tortoifes ; we found many hogs, but fo lean we could not eat 
tem ; the tops of the palmetaberries was our bread, and the juice we got out of the 
trees we cut down our drink, and of the leaves, which are more than an ell Jong, we 
covered our cabins, and made our beds, and found many of thofe provifions as is re- , 
lated, but little foul weather. The eleventh of May it pleafed God to fet us clear of 
the ifle, after we had lived there five months ; and the 2oth we fell in with Cape 
Breton, near Newfoundland, where refrefhing ourfelves with wood and water, and 
fuch things as we could get of the favages, it feemed a good-country ; but we ftaid not 
pal four hours before we fet fail for the banks of Newfoundland, where we met many 
fhips, but not any would take in a man of us, until it pleafed God we meta bark of 
Falmouth, which received us for a little time, and with her we took a French fhip, 
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wherein I left Captain de la Barbotier, my dear friend, and all his, company, and in 
Augult arrived at Falmouth, in this honeft Englifh bark, 1594. 


Written by me Henry May. 


The firft Englifh Ship known to have been caf? away upon the Bermudas 1609. From the 
Relation of Mr. Fordan, Mr. John Evans, Mr. Henry Shelly, and divers others. 


YOU have heard that when Captain Smith was governor of Virginia, there were 
nine thips fent with Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir George Somers, and Captain Newport 
with five hundred people, to take in the old commiftion, and rectify a new govern- 
ment ; they fet fail in May, and in the height of thirty degrees of northerly latitude, 
they were taken with an extreme florm, or rather a part of hericano, upon the five- 
and-twentieth of July, which, as they write, did not only feparate them from the fleet, 
but with the violent working of the feas, their thip became fo fhaken, torn, and leaky, 
the received fo much water as covered two tier of hogtheads above the ballaft, that they 
ftood up to the middles with buckets, bar’zos, and kettles, to bail out the water. 
‘Thus bailing and pumping three days and three nights without intermiffion, and yet 
the water feemed rather to encreafe than diminifh, infomuch that being all utterly {peng 
with labour, were even refolved without any hope to fhut up the hatches, and commit 
themfelves to the mercy of the fea, which is faid to be mercilefs, or rather to the mercy 
of Almighty God, whofe mercy far exceeds all his works; feeing no fenfe or hope in 
man’s apprehenfion, but prefently to fink ; fome having fome good and comfortable 
waters, fetched them, and drank one to another, as taking their laft leaves until a more 
happy anda more joyful meeting ina more bleffed world, when it pleafed God out of , 
his moft gracious and merciful providence, fo to dire&t and guide their fhip for her 
amoft advantage. : 

That Sir George Somers all this time fitting upon the poop, fcarce taking leifure to 
eat nor fleep, coving the fhip to keep her as upright as he could, otherwife fhe muft 
long ere that needs have foundered, moft wifhedly and happily defcried land ; where- 
upon he moft comfortably encouraged them to follow their work, many of them being 
faft afleep : this unlooked-for welcome news, as if it had been a voice from Heaven, 
hurried them all above hatches, to look for that they durft fcarce believe, fo that im- 
providently forfaking that tafk which imported no lefs than their lives, they gave fo 
dangerous advantage to their greedy enemy the falt water, which ftill entered at the 
Jarge breaches of their poor wooden caftle, as that in gaping after life, they had well. 
nigh fwallowed their death. Surely it is impoffible any fhould now’be urged to do his 
belt, and although they knew it, that place all men did fo fhun, yet they fpread all the 
fail they could to attain them: for not long it was before they ftruck upon a rock, till 
a furge of the fea caft her from thence, and fo from one to another, till moft luckily 
at laft fo upright betwixt two, as if fhe had been in the ftocks, till this they expected 
but every blow a death ; but now behold, fuddenly the wind gives place to acalm, and 
the billows, which each by overtaking her, would ‘in an inftant have fhivered her in 
pieces, become peaceable and ftill, fo that with all conveniency and eafe, they un- 
fhipped all their goods, vidtuals, and perfons into their boats, and with extreme joy, 
even almoft to amazedne‘s, arrived in fafety, though more than a league from ‘the 
fhore, without the lofs of a man; yet were they in all one hundred and fifty ; yet 
their deliverance was not more ftrange in falling fo happily upon the land, as their feeding 
and prefervation, was beyond their hopes ; for you have heard, it hath been to the 
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Spaniards more fearful than an Utopian purgatory, and to all feamen no lefs terrible 
than an enchanted den of furies and devils, the moft dangerous, unfortunate, and. 
forlorn place in the world, and they found it the richeft, healtkfulleft, and pleafanteft 
they ever faw, as is formerly faid. ; 

Being thus fafe on fhore, they difpofed themfelves to fearch the ifles for food and 
water ; others to get afhore what they could from the fhip: not long Sir George 
wandered but ‘found fuch a fithing, that in half an hour, with a hook and line, he 
took fo many as fufficed the whole company ; in fome places they were fo thick in the 
coves, and fo great, they durft not go in left they fhould bite them; and thefe rock-fith 
are fo great that two will load a man, and fatter nor beiter fith cannot be. Mr. Shelly 
found a bay near a quarter of a mile over, fo rull of mullets, as none of them before 
had ever feen or heard of the like. The next day feeking to kill them with fis-gigs, 
they {truck fo many, the water in many places was red with blood, yet caught not one, 
but with a net they caught fo many as they could draw afhore, with infinite number of 
pilchards and divers other forts ; great craw-fithes, in a night by making a fire, they 
have taken in great quantity. Sir George had twice his hook and line broke out of his 
hand, but the third time he made it fo ftrong he caught the fame fifh, which had pulled 
him into the fea, had not his men got hold of him, whereby he had his three hooks again 
which were found in her belly. At their firft hunting for hogs they found fuch abun- 
dance, they killed thirty-two; and thishunting and fifhing was appointed to Captain Robert 
Walfingham and Mr. Henry Shelly, for the company in general; they report they 
Killed at leaft five hundred, befides pigs, and many that were killed by divers others ; 
for the birds in their feafons, the facility to make their cabins of palmeta leaves, caufed 
many of them utterly forget or defire ever to return from thence, they lived in fach 
plenty, peace and eafe. ; 

But let us remember how the knights began to refolve in thofe defperate affairs: 
many projects they had, but at laft it was concluded to deck their long-boat with their 
fhip-hatches ; which done, with all expedition they fent Mr. Raven, a very fufficient 
mariner, with eight more in her, to Virginia, to have fhipping from thence to fetch 
them away ; three weeks or a month they expeéted her return, but to this day fhe 
was never more heard of: all this time was {pent in fearching the ifles. New, although 
God {till fed them with this abundance of plenty, yet fuch was the malice of envy or 
ambition, for all this good fervice done by Summers, fuch a great difference fell 
amongit their commanders, that they lived afunder in this diftrefs, rather as mere 
ftrangers than diftreffed friends. But neceflity fo commanded ; patience had the 
victory. 

Two fhips at this time by.thofe feveral parties were building; in the mean time 
two children were born ; the boy was called Bermudas ; the girl Bermuda, and amongft 
all thofe forrows they had a merry Englith marriage. The form of thofe ifles you 
may fee at large in the map of Mr. Norwood, where you may plainly fee no place 
known hath better walls, nor a broader ditch. But having finifhed and rigged their 
two new cedar fhips with fuch provifions they faved from the Sea-adventurer, they left 
amongift the rocks, they called the one the Patience, the other the Deliverance : they 
ufed lime and oil, as May did, for pitch and tar. Sir George Summers had in his bari 
no iron at all, but one bolt in her keel. Now having made their provifions of viduals, 
and all things ready, they fet fail the 10th of May 1610, only leaving two men behind 
them, called Chriftopher Carter and Edward Waters, that for their offénces, or the 
fufpicion they had of their judgment, fled into the woods, and there rather defired to 
end their days, than ftand to their trials and the event of juftice; for one of their 
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conforts was fhot to death, and Waters being tied to a tree, alfo’ to be executed, had: 
by chance a knife about him, and fo fecretly cut the rope, he ran into the woods, 
where they could not find him. There were two favages alfo fent from Virginia by 
Captain Smith, the one called Namuntack, the other Matchumps; but fome fuch 
differences fell between them, that Matchumps flew Namuntack, and having made a 
hole to bury him, becaufe it was too fhort, he cut off his legs and Jaid them by him ; 
which murder he concealed till he was in Virginia. : 

The 24th of the fame month they arrived in Virginia, at James Town, where they 
found but threefcore perfons, as you may read at large in the Hiftory of Virginia, of the 

five hundred left by Captain Smith ; alfo of the arrival of Lord La Ware, that met them: 
thus bound for England, returned thenr back, and underftanding what plenty there 
was of hogs and other good things in the Bermudas, was defirous to fend thither to 
fupply his neceflary occafions ; whereupon Sir George Summers, the beft acquainted 
with the place, whofe noble mind ever regarded a general good more than his own 
ends, though above threefcore years of age, and had means in England fuitable to 
his rank, offered himfelf, by God’s help, to perrorm this dangerous voyage again for the 
Bermudas, which was kindly accepted ; fo upon the 1gth of June he embarked in his 
cedar fhip, about the burthen of thirty tons, and fo fet fail. 

Much foul and crofs weather he had, and was forced to the north parts of Virginia, 
where refrefhing himfelf upon this unknown coaft, he could not be diverted from the 
fearch of the Bermudas, where at laft, with his company, he fafely arrived. But fuch 
was his diligence with his extraordinary care, pains, and induftry to difpatch his bufi- 
nefs, and the ftrength of his body not anfwering the ever-memorable courage of his 
mind, having lived fo long in fuch honourable fervices, the moft part of his well- 
beloved and virtuous life, God and nature here determined fhould ever remain a per~ 
petual memory of his much-bewailed forrow for his death. Finding his time but fhort, 
after he had taken the beft courfe he could to fettle his eftate, like a valiant captain, he 
exhorted them with all diligence to be conftant to thofe plantations, and with all expe- 
dition to return to Virginia. In that ‘very place which we now call Saint George’s 
Town, this noble knight died, whereof the place taketh the name. But his men, as 
men amazed, feeing the death of him who was even as the life of them all, embalmed his 
body, and fet fail for England, being the firft that ever went to feek thofe iflands, which 
have been ever fince called Summer’s Ifles, in honour of his worthy memory, leaving 
three men behind them, that voluntarily ftaid, whofe names were Chriftopher Carter, 
Edward Waters, there formerly left, as is faid, and Edward Chard. This cedar thip 
at laft, with his dead body, arrived at Whitchurch in Dorfetfhire, where, by his friends, 
he was honourably buried, with many vollies of thot, and the rites of a foldier, and 
upon his tomb was beftowed this epitaph : 

Hei mihi Virginia quod tam cito praterit exftas, 
Autumnus fequitur, feviet inde & hiems ; 

aAt ver perpetuum nafcetur, & Anglia leta, 
Decerpit flores florida terra tuas. 


In Englifh thus: 
Aks, Virginia’s fammer fo foon paft, 
Autumn fucceeds and ftormy winter’s blaft, 
Yet England’s joyful fpring with joyful fhowers, 
< O Florida, thall bring,thy fweeteit flowers. 


“The honour of this refolution belongs principally to Carter, for through his impor- 


tunity not-to leave fuch a place abandoned, Chard and Waters were moved to ed 
wil 
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with him, and the reft promifed, with all the {peed they could, again to revifit them. 
But the fhip once out of fight, thofe three lords, the fole inhabitants of all thofe 
dflands, began to ereét their little commonwealth for awhile with brotherly regency, 
repairing the ground, planting corn and fuch feeds and fruits as they had, building a 
houfe, &c. ‘Then making privy fearch amongft the crevices and corners of thofe 
craggy rocks, what this main ocean fince the world’s creation had thrown amongtft 
them, at laft they chanced upon the greateft piece of ambergris that was ever feen or 
heard of in one Jump, being in weight fourfcore pounds, befides divers other {mall 
ieces. hi 
x But now being rich, they grew fo proud and ambitious, contempt took fuch place, 
they fell out for fuperiority, though but three forlorn men, more than three thoufand 
miles from their native country, and but {mall hope ever to fee it again. Notwithftand- 
ing, they fometimes fell from words to blows about mere trifles ; in one of which fights 
one of them was bitten by his own dog, as if the dumb beaft would reprove them» of 
their folly: at lait Chard and Waters, the two greater fpirits, mutt try it out in the 
field ; but Carter wifely ftole away their weapons, affecting rather to live among his 
enemies, than by being rid of them live alone: and thus thofe miferable men lived 
full two years, fo that all their clothes were near worn clean from their backs, and their 
hopes of any foreign relief as naked as their bodies. At laft they began to recover their 
wits, yet in a fafhion perhaps would have coft them dearer than when they were.mad; 
for concluding a tripartite peace of their Matachin war, they refolved to fraMhe as 
good a boat as they could, and therein to make a defperate attempt for Virginia, or 
Newfoundland ; but no fooner were they entered into- that refolution, but they defcried 
a fail ftanding in for the fhore, though they neither knew what fhe was, nar what fhe 
would, they were fo overjoyed, with all poffible fpeed they went to meet her, and ac- 
cording to their hearts’ defire fhe proved an Englifhman, whom they fafely conduéted 
into their harbour. 

Now you are to underftand, that Captain Matthew Summers, nephew and heir to Sir 
George, that returned with his dead body, though both he and his company did their 
utmoft in relating all thofe paffages to their countrymen and adventurers, their rela- 
tions were believed but as travellers’ tales, till it came to be apprehended by fome 
of the Virginia Company how beneficial it might be, and helpful to the plantation in 
Virginia, fo that fome one hundred and twenty of them bought the pretended right of 
all the Company, and had fent this fhip to make a trial; but firft they had obtained | 
letters patents of the King’s moft Excellent Majefty. Sir ‘Thomas Smith was elected 
treafurer and governor here, and Mr. Richard More to be governor of the ifles and 


colony there. 


The jirft beginning of a Colony inthe Summer Ifles, under the command of Mr. Richard 
More, extraéted out of a Plot of Mr. Richard Norwood, Surveyor, and the Relations of 
divers others. : 

MR. MORE thus finding thofe three men not only well and lufty, but well ftored 
with divers forts of provifions, as an acre of corn ready to be gathered, numbers of 
pumpeons and Indian beans, many tortoifes ready taken, good ftore of hogs? fleh falted, 
and made in flitches of bacon, were very good-; and fo prefently landed his goods and 
fixty perfons towards the beginning of July 1612, upon the fouth fide of Smith’s Ifle. 

Not long after his arrival, More having fome private intelligence of this ambergris, 
took firft Chard in examination, he being one of the three the moft mafterful {pirit, 
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what ambergris, pearls, treafure, or other commodities. they had found. Chard no 
lefs. witty than refolute, dire&tly anfwered, not any thing at all but the fruits of the 
ifle, what his fellows had done he knew not, but if they had, he doubted not but to 
find it out, and then he fhould know it certainly. This he {poke only to win time to 
{wear his conforts to fecrecy, and he would find the means how they fhould all return 
in that fhip with it all for England, otherwife they fhould be deceived of all. ‘Till 
this was effected they thought every hour an age; now fur.the better conveyance of 
it aboard, they acquainted it to Captain Davis, mafter of the fhip, and one Mr. Edwin 
Kendall, that for their fecrecy and tranfportation fhould participate with them : without 
further ceremony the match was accepted, and abfolutely concluded, the plot laid, 
time and place fet down to have it aboard. But Carter, were it for fear the governor 
at laft fhould know of it, to whom fo often they had denied it, or that the reft fhould 
deceive him, is uncertain, but moft certain it is, he revealed all the plot to Mr. More: 
to. get fo much wealth he knew would pleafe them in England, though it did difpleafe 
all his company, and to lofe fuch a prize he would not for hazarding a mutiny. So 
firft he revealed himfelf to Kendall in fair terms, reproving his dithonefty ; but not 
being anfwered according to his expectation, he committed both Chard and him to 
prifon, The next Sabbath-day Davis coming on fhore, More alfo taxed with very 
hard language and many threats, to lay him faft alfo if he mended not his manners ; 
Davis for the prefent replied little, but went with him to the place of prayer, but in 
the Midft of divine fervice he goeth away, commanding all his feamen to follow him 
prefently aboard, where he encourageth them to ftand to him like men, and he would 
‘free the prifoners, have all the ambergris for themfelves, and fo be gone. 

The governor hearing of this refolution, prepares with his company to repulfe force 
with force, fo that a general expectance of a civil uncivil war poflefled every man ; 
but this threatening guft paffed over more calmly: than was expected, for Davis 
having better advifed with himfelf, repented his rafhnefs, and defired a reconcilement 
with the governor. Peace thus concluded, Kendall was fet at liberty, but Chard was 
condemned, and upon the ladder to be hanged for his obftinacy ; yet upon better con- 
fideration, More‘reprieved him, but kept him a prifoner all the time he ftaid in the 
country, which was generally thought a very bad reward for his great defert, and that 
there was more of this ambergris embezzled than would have contented all the finders, 
that never had any confideration atall. ‘The greateft part though More thus recovered, 
yet Davis and Kendall had fo much, either by the ignorance or connivency of the 
governors, that arriving in England, they prepared themfelves for a new voyage; at 
Jaft they two falling out, the company having notice thereof, fo tormented them both, 
they gave over their voyage, and durft not be feen a long time after. 

‘The governor, thus rid of the fhip and thofe difcontents, removed his feat from 
Smith's [fle to Saint George’s, after he had fitted up fome fmall cabins of palmata 
leaves for his wife and family, in that valley where now ftands their prime town called 
Saint George’s, he began to apply himfelf to fortify the country, and training his men 
in the exercife of arms; for although he was but a carpenter, he was an excellent 
artift, a good gunner, very witty and induftrious: he built and laid the fonndation of 
eight or nine forts, called the King’s Caftle, Charles Fort, Pembroke’s Fort, Smith’s 
Fort, Pagit’s Fort, Gate’s Fort, Warwick’s Caftle, Saint Katharine’s Fort, &c. mounting 
in them all the ordnance he had, preparing the ground to build houfes, plant corn, 
and fuch fruits as they had. 
~ Being thus bufied, and as the neceflity of the time required, keeping his men fome- 
what hard at work, Mr, Keath his minifter, were it by the fecret provocation of fome 
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drones that grew weary. of their tafks, or his affeGion to. popularity-ie,not.certain, but 
he. begins to tax the governor in the pulpit, he.did grind. the faces. of the poor, 
opprefling his Chriftian brethren with Pharoah’s taxes. More finding this in: thart 
time might breed ill blood, called the company together and alfo the minifter, urging 
them plainly to tell him wherein he had deferved thofe hard accufations: whereupon, 
with an univerfal cry they affirmed the contrary, fo that Keath down of his knees to 
afk him forgivenels. But Mr. More kindly took him up, willing him to kneel to 
God, and hereafter be more modeft and charitable in his {peeches; notwithftanding 
two other difcontents fo upbraided More with that doétrine, and ftood to maintain it, 
he impannelled a jury, with a great deal of feeming much ado he would hang them 
being condemned, one of them with the very fear fell into a dead pally ; fo that the 
other was fet at liberty, and proved after a very good labourer. 

Many conclufions he tried about the Sea-Venture, the wreck of Sir George Summers, 
but he got only for his pains but two pieces of ordnance. Having framed a church.of 
timber, it was blown down by a tempelt, fo that he built another in a more clofe place 
with palmeta leaves, 

Before this year was expired, the adventurers fent them an advifo with thirty paf- 
fengers and good provifions, to prepare with all expedition for their defence againft 
the Spaniard, whom, they underftood, ere long would vifit them: this occafioned him 
to keep all his men together in that ifle fo hard at work, that wanting liberty to go 
abroad for food, living only on that they had, and expetted daily to receive ffom 
England, they were fo overtoiled, many fell fick, but none died. Very carneft this 
fhip was to have all the ambergris, which Mr. More perceiving, was the chiefeit caufe 
of their coming, and that it was the only loadftone to draw from England {till more 
fupplics; for all the exprefs command fent from the company, he returned this fhip 
but with the one-third part; fo from thence fhe went to Virginia, and nog long after 
arrived fafely in England. ‘ 

But before her return the company fent the Martha with fixty paffengers more-; 
they arrived in June with one Mr. Bartlet to furvey the ifland, and the eftate of the 
colony, with exprefs command for all the ambergris, but More pefteiving him not 
as he would have him, and that the company began to miftruft him, would fend no 
more but another third part, wherewith they returned, leaving a Frenchman to make 
tral of the mulberries for filk, but he did not bring’any thing to perfection, excufing 
hinfelf, they were not the right mulberries he expected, About this time they were 
in hope of a finall crop of tobacco, but it was moft fpoiled for want of knowledge to 
ufe it, Nowin England Mr. More became amongft the merchants marvellous diftalte. 
ful, for the detaining fo long the ambergris, which delays they fo much abhorred, 
they forthwith difpatched the Elizabeth the fecond time and forty paflengers, much 
rebuking More for fo long detaining the ambergris, for the which, having now no 
more colourable excufes, he delivered it, wherewith the {hip went to Virginia, and 
thence home. In this fhip was brought the firft potatoe roots, which flourifhed 
exceedingly for a time, till by negligence they were almoft loft (all but two, caft-away, 
roots) that fo wonderfully have increafed, they are a main relief to all the inhabi- 
tants. ‘This fhip was not long gone but there came two Spanith fhips, founding with 
their boat, which attempted to come in, but from the King’s Callle Mr. More made 
but two fhot, which caufed them prefently depart. Mark here the handy work of the 
Divine Providence, for they had but three quarters of a barrel of powder and but one 
thot more, and the powder by careleiinefs was tumbled down under the muzzles ot 
the two pieces, were difcharged, yet not touched with fire when they. were difcharged.. 

‘this 
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This fear thus paft, appears another much worfe, which was the extremity of famine, 
inthis extremity God fent Captain Daniel-Elfrid with a carvel of meal which a little 
relieved them, but brought with all fo many rats, that within two years after near 
ruined all; now though Elfrid had deceived his friend Fither of this, carvel in the Weit 
Indies, they revenged Fither’s injury, for Elfrid had his paflage for England, and they 
niade ufe of all he had. Sometwo months after, came in the Blefling, with an hundred 
paffengers ; and two days after the Starre, witha hundred and fouricore more, amongift 
which were many gentlemen, as Mr. Lower for marfhal, Mr. Barret, Mr. Felgate, and 
divers others; but very unproper for what they undertook. Within fourteen days 
after came in the Margaret and two frigates, and in them one hundred and threefcore 
paffengers ; alfo Mr. Bartlet came now exprefsly to divide the country into tribes, 
and the tribes into fhares. But Mr. More finding no mention made of any part for 
himfelf nor all them with him, as he was promifed in England, by no means would 
admit of any divifion, nor fuffer his men from finithing their fortifications, which was fo 
neceflary, it was his main ambition to fee that accomplifhed ; but fuch unkindnefs grew 
betwixt this Mr. Bartlet and the governor, that the rude multitude with all the 
difdain they could devife caufed Bartlet’s return for England as he came. About 
this time William Millington was drawn into the fea by a fifh, but never after ever feen. 

The neglect of this divifion was very hardly conceited in England, fo that Mr. More, 
grew more and more in diflike with the company; notwithftanding he followed the 
building of thefe forts fo earneftly, neglecting planting of corn, till their ftore was near 
all confumed, whereby they became fo feeble and weak, fome would not, others could 
not go abroad to feek relief, but ftarved in their houfes, and many that went abroad, 
through weaknefs were fubject to be fuddenly furprifed with a difeafe called feagues ; 
which was neither pain nor ficknefs, but as it were the highelt degree of weaknefs, 
depriving them of power and ability from the execution of any bodily exercifes, whether 
it were working, walking, or what elfe; being thus taken, if any prefently gave them 
food, many times they {traight recovered, yet tome after a little reft, would be able to 
walk, but if they found not prefent fuccour, died. 

About this tine or immediately before, came in a company of ravens, which con- 
tinued amongft them all the time of this mortality, and then departed, which for any 
thing known, neither before nor fince were ever feen or heard of : this with divers other 
reafons, caufed Mr. More to go out to fea, to fee if he could difcover any other 
iflands, but he went not far ere ill weather forced him back; and it were a noble 
adventure of him would undertake to make more perfeét, all the dangers are about the 
Summer Ifles. 

Thus famine and mifery caufed Governor More to leave all his works, and fend them 
abroad to get what they could; one hundred and fifty of the moft weak and fick he fent 
to Couper’s Ifle, where were fuch infinite numbers of the birds called cahowes, which 
were fo fearlefs they might take fo many as they would, and that admired abundance of 
fith, that the extremity of their gluttony was fuch, thofe heavenly bleffings they fo 
confumed.and wafted by carelefnefs and furfeiting, many of them died upon thofe filly 
birds that offered themfelves to the flaughter, which the governor underftanding, caufed 
them for change of air to be removed to Port Royal, and a company of fithers with a 
boat to relieve them with fith, but the gang grew fo lazy the poor weaklings ftill died; 
they that remained killed the cattle they found in the ifle, feigning the heat caufed them 
tozun into the fea and fo were drowned; fo that the governor fent again for them 
home, but fome obtained leave ftill to live abroad; one amongft the reft hid himfelf in 
the woods, and lived only on wilks and land-crabs, fat and lufty many months, but ser 
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of them being at Saint George’s, ordinarily was taken one hundred ‘and fifty. or two 
hundred great fifhes daily for their food ; for want of hooks and lines, the {mith made 
hooks of old fwords, and lines of old ropes, but finding all thofe poor engines alfo decay, 
they fent one of the two frigates laft left with them for England, to tell them of this 
mifery. All which was now attributed to Mr. More’s perverfenefs, who at firft when he 
got the ambergris had not fuch a general applaufe, but now all the worft could 
poflibly be fuggefted was too good for him ; yet not knowing for the prefent how to 
fend a better, they let him continue {till, though his time was near expired, and with 
all fpeed fent the Welcome fraught with provifion, where fhe well arrived, and proved 
herfelf as welcome in deed as in name; for all thofe extremities, Mr. Lewes Hues 
writeth, not one of all of thofe threefcore that firft began this plantation was dead, which 
fhews it was not impoffible, but induitry might have prevented a great part of the others 
fluggith carelefinefs. 

This fhip much refrefhed this miferable colony, but Mr. More feeing they {ent not for 
him, his time being now expired, underftanding how badly they reputed him in England, 
and that his employment now was more ‘or their own ends-than any good for himfelf, 
refolved diretly to return with his fhip. Having fettled all things in the beft order he 
could, left the governor to the charge of the council of fix, to fucceed each other 
monthly, till they. had further directions from England; whofe names were Captain 
Miles Kendall, ‘Captain John Mansfield, Thomas Knight, Charles Caldycot, Edward 
‘Waters, and Chriftopher Carter, with twelve others, for their affiftances. More thus 
taking leave of thofe iflands, arrived in England; much wrangling they had, but at 
Jaft they confirmed him, according to prowl, eight fhares of land ; and fo he was dif- 
miffed of his charge, with fhew of favour, and much friendfhip. 


The rule of the fix Governors. 


THE firft thing they did was cafting of lots, who fhould rule firft; which lot lighted 
upon Mr. Caldicot. This laft fupply fomewhat abated the extremity of their miferies, 
and the better in that their fortifications being finifhed, they had the mére leifure to go. 
abroad with that means was brought to that purpofe to fifh. Chard, as you have heard, 
whom all this while More had kept prifoner, they fet at liberty : now by reafon of their 
former miferies, little or nothing could be done; yet this governor having thus con- 
cluded his month, and prepared a frigate and two-and-thirty men, he embarked himfelf 
with two other of his fellow counfellors; namely, Knight and Waters, for the Weft 
Indies, to get fruits and plants, goats, young cattle, and fuch like. But this poor 

‘ veflel, whether trough ill weather, or want of mariners, or both, inftead of the Indies 
fell with the Canaries, where taking a poor Portugal, the which they manned with ten 
of their own people, as foon after feparated from her in a ftorm, and the next day was. 
taken by a French pickaroon, fo that the frigate out of hope of her prize, makes a 
fecond time for the Weft Indies, where fhe no fooner arrived, but foundered in the fea 5 
but the men in their boat recovered a defolate ifle, where after fome few months ftay, . 
an Englifh pirate took them in, and fome of them at laft got for England, and fome few 
years after returned to the Summer Ifles. 


Captain John Mansfeld’s month. 


_ THE frigate thus gone, Captain Mansfield fucceeded. Then was contrived a peti- 
tion, as from the generality, unto the triumvirate governors, wherein they {upplicated, 
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that by no means they fhould refign the government to any fhould come from England, 
upon what terms foever, until fix months after the return of their fhip fent to the Weft 
Indies ; about this unwarrantable a€tion Mr. Lewes Hues, their preacher, was fo vio- 
lent in fupprefling it, that fuch difcontents grew betwixt the governors and him, and 
divifions among the company, he was arraigned, condemned, and imprifoned, but not 
long detained before releafed. Then the matter fell fo hotly again to be difputed 
betwixt him and one Mr. Keith, a Scotchman, that profeffed fcholarfhip, that made 
all the people in a great combuftion: much ado there was, till at la{t, as they fate in 
the church, and ready to proceed to judiciary courfe againft Mr. Hues, fuddenly fuch 
an extreme guit of wind and weather fo ruffled in the trees and church, fome cried 
out, a miracle ; others, it was but an,accident common in thofe ifles, but the noife 
was fo terrible it diffolved the affembly ; notwithftanding, Mr. Hues was again im- 
prifoned, and as fuddenly difcharged ; but thofe factions were fo confufed, and their 
relations fo variable, that {uch unneceflary circumftances were Better omitted than any 
more difputed. 

This man’s month thus ended, begins Mr.Carter’s, which was altogether fpent in 
guietnefs ; and then Captain Mil&s Kendall had the rule, whofe month wasalfo as 
quietly fpent as his predeceffor’s. ‘Then Captain Mansfield begins his fecond month, 
when the fhip called the Edwin, arrived with good fupplies. About this time divers 
boats going to fea were loft, and fome men drowned ; and many of the company 
repaired to Mr. Hues, that there might be a council according to Mr. More’s order, 
of fix governors and twelve affiftants, whereupon grew as many more fuch filly brawls 
as before, which at laft concluded with as fimple a reconciliation. In the interim, hap- 
pened to a certain number of private perfons as miferable and lamentable an accident 
as ever was read or heard of, and thus it was : 

In the month of March, atime moft fubjeé& of all others to fuch tempefts, on a 
Friday there went feven men ina boat of two or three tons, to fifh. ‘The morning being 
fair, fo eager they were of their journey, fome went falting ; neither carried they 
either meat or drink with them, but a few palmeta berries, but being at their fifhing- 
place fome four leagues from the fhore, fuch a tempeit arofe, they were quickly driven. 
from the fight of land in an overgrown fea, defpairing of all hope, only committing 
themfelves to God’s mercy, let the boat drive which way fhe would. On Sunday the 
ftorm being fomewhat abated, they hoilted fail, as they thought, towards the ifland. In 
the evening it grew flark calm, fo that being too weak to ufe their oars, they lay adrift 
that night. ‘The next morning Andrew Hilliard, for now all his companions were 
patt ftrength either to help him or themfelves, before a {mall gale ofgwind fpread his 
fail again. On Tuefday one died, whom they threw overboard. “On Wednefday 
three, and on Thurfday at night the fixth. All thefe but the laft were buried by 
Hilliard in the fea, for fo weak he was grown he could not turn him over as the reft, 
whereupon he ftripped him, ripping his belly with his knife, throwing his bowels into 
the water, he fpread his body abroad tilted open with a ftick, and fo let it lie asa 
ciftern to receive fome lucky rain water, and this God fent him prefently after, fo that 
in one fmall fhower he recovered about four fpoonfuls of rain-water to his unfpeakable 
refrefhment ; he alfo preferved near half a pint of blood in a fhoe, which he did {par- 
ingly drink of to moift his mouth :' two feveral days he fed on his flefh, to the quantity 
of apound ; onthe eleventh day from his lofing the fight of land, two flying fifhes 
fel: in his boat, whofe warm juicy blood he fucked to his great comfort. But within an 
hour after, to his greater comfort, you will not doubt, he once again defcried the land, 
and within four hours after was caft upon 2 rock near to Port Roval. where his hoat 
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«was prefently fplit in pieces, but himfelf, though extremely weak, made hhift to clamber 
‘up fo fteep and high a rock, as would have troubled the ableft man in the ifle to have 
done that by day he did by night. : 

Being thus aftride on a rock, the tumbling fea had gotten fuch poffeffion in his 
brains, that a good while it was before his giddy head would fuffer him to venture upon 
the forfaking it : towards the morning he crawls afhore, and then to his accomplithed 
jey he difcerns where he is, and travels half a day without any refrefhment than water, 
whereof wifely and temperately he ftinted himfelf, otherwife certainly he had drunk his 
Jaft. In which eafe he attains a friend’s houfe, where at the firft they took him for a 
ghoft, but at laft acknowledged and received him with joy, his {tory (after fome hours 
of recovery of ftrength to tell it) heard out with admiration. He was not long after 
conveyed to the town, where he received his former health, and was living in the year 
1622, 

‘The next news that happened ia this time of eafe, was, that a merry fellow 
having found fome few dollars againft the Flemith wreck, the bruit went current the 
treafure was fount, and they all made men. Much ado there was to prevent the. pur- 
loining of it, before they had it; where after they had tired themfelves with fearch. 
ing, that they found amounted not to above twenty pounds fterling, which is not unlike 
but to be the remainder of fome greater ftore, wafhed from fome wreck not far from 
the fhore. . 

The company by the Edwin receiving news of the revels were kept in Summer Ifles,: 
refolved to make choice of a new governor, called Mr. Daniel Tucker, that a long 
time had been a planter in Virginia in the government of Captain Smith. All things 
being furnifhed for his voyage, he fet fail in the George, conforted with the Edwin, 
with many paffengers, which being difcovered by them in thofe ifles, they fuppofed 
them the frigate fent to the Welt Indies ; but when they underftood what they were, 
much preparation they made to refift the new governor. Many great oltentations 
appeared on both fides, but when the guondam governor did fee his men for moft part 
forfake him, all was very well and quietly compounded, and with much Kindnefs 
received and welcomed afhore, where his commiffion was no fooner read, than they 
accepted and acknowledged him for their governor. 


The Government of Captain Daniel Tucker. 
* 


ABOUT the midi of May arrived this governor, where finding the inhabitants 
_ both abhorring all exaéted labour, as alfo in a manner difdaining and grudging much® 
to be commanded by him, it could not but paffionate any man living. But at laft, 
according to the Virginia order, he fet every one was with him at Saint Georges, to 
his tatk, to clear grounds, fell trees, fet corn, fquare timber, plant vines and other 
fruits brought out of England, Thefe by their tafk-mafters by break of day repaired to 
the wharf, from thence to be employed to the place of their employment, till nine of 
the clock, and then in the afternoon from three till fun-fet. Befide meat, drink, and 
cloaths, they had for a time a certain kind of brafs money with a hog on the one fide, 
in memory of the abundance of hogs found at their firft landing. 

This courfe thus fquared, imitating divers orders ufed in Virginia, by Sir Thomas 
Dale: he began by them to look into his inftruétions given by the company. Wherer 
upon by one Mr. Richard Norwood a furveyor, fent over for that purpofe, in the tirae 
of Mr. Moore, he began to lay out the eight tribes in the mair, which were to coniift 
of fifty tharés to a tribe ; and twenty-five acres to every fhare. He alfo began to plant 
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fome colony men,’ on fome of the efpecial thares. He fwore alfo certain of the chief 
men of evéry tribe to be bailiffs thereof ; and appointed as many menas he was able for alk: 
fopplied fhares. "The goods landed in the ftore-houfes he fent from therice, and 
difperfed it to his workmen in general : fome boats alfo began to be built 5 but the pin- 
nace called the Thomas fufpected might make an efcape, was laid up in adoek, where 
ihe yet remaineth. 

In the beginning of the fecond month of his government, he dire€ted warrants to all 
the bailiffs, for the holding of a general aflize at Saint Georges, and appointed 
Mr. Stokes lieutenant of the King’s caftle at the Gurnet’s Head. The Edwin came 
with him he fent to the Weft Indies, by direftions from England, to trade with the 
natives for cattle, corn, plants, and other commodities. A courfe of great importance, 
which had it been purfued, would certainly have produced more hopeful effects for the 
good of the colony, than all the fupplies and magazines from England hath or will in 
a long time. 

Prefently after her departure began the affizes, executed by his deputy. The chief 
matter handled was the hanging one John Wood, a Frenchman, for fpeaking many 
diftafteful and mutinous fpeeches againft the governor, to fhew the reft by that 
example the power of his authority, which after with his own hands he fo often. 
executed with a baftinado amongft the poorer fort; many termed it a cruelty, not 
much lefs than tyranny ; but the fequel is more than ftrange. 

So it was that five of them, feeing by no means they could get paffage for England, 
refolved to undergo all hazards but they would make an efcape from fuch fervitude. 
The chief mariner and plotter of this bufinefs was Richard Sanders, and his cone: 
federates, William Goodwin, a fhip-carpenter, Thomas Harifon, a joiner, James Barker, 
a gentleman, and Henry Puet. Thefe repairing to the governor, and with pleafing, 
infinuations told him, if be would allow them but things neceflary, they would buil 
him a boat of two or three tons, with a clofe deck, fhould go a-fifhing all weathers. 
‘The governor half proud that he had brought his men to fo good a pafs, as he con- 
ceived, to offer theinfelves to fo neceffary a work, inftantly with all willingnefs fur- 
nifhed them with all things they could defire, and many fair promifes to encourage 
them to perform it with all expedition. Having made choice of a place moft fit from 
moleftation, they went forward with that expedition, that in a fhort time fhe was 
brought to perfection. By this time, the fhip that brought the governor being ready 
to depart, he fends a lufty gang to go fetch his new boat to carry him aboard, but 
arriving at the place where fhe was built, they could hear no more of her, but fhe was 
gone the lait evening to fea, to try how fhe would fail. Much fearch and difpute was 
where this boat fhould be, but at laft they found divers letters in the cabins to this _ 
effec, dire€ted to the governor, and other their friends, ‘ that their hard and bad 
ufage was fo intolerable, and their hope fo fmall ever again to fee their country, or be 
delivered from fuch fervitude, they did rather choofe to put themfelves to that defpe- 
rate hazard to go for England, in which if they mifcarried, as it was much to be mil-. 
trufted, their lives and bloods fhould be required at their hands was the caufe.” A 
compafs dial Barker had borrowed of Mr. Hues, to whom he wrote thet as he had 
often perfuaded them to patience, and that God would pay them though none did, he 
mutt now be contented with the lofs of his dial, with his own doGtrine. Such leifure 
they found to be merry when in the eye of reafon they were marching into a moft 

~cértain ruin, The governor being thus fatisfied of their efcape, extremely threatened 
them no lefs than a hanging, but the ftorms of the ocean they now more feared than 
kim ; good provifion by bartering they had got from the fhip, where Goodwin in a 
9. bravado 
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bravado, told the mariners, though he could not be permitted to go with them, yet 
peradventure he might be in England before them ; whereat the mafter and-his mate 
laughed merrily. But having now been under fail three weeks, the winds fo favoured 
them, they felt nothing of what ghey had caufe to fear : then a bluftering gale blowing 
in their teeth put them to much extremity for divers days, then becoming more gentle, - 
away they paft profperoufly fome eight or ten days more, ‘till meeting 2 French picca- 
roon, of whom they defired fuccour, he, like himfelf, took from them what he liked, 
leaving them not fo much as a crofs-ftaff to obferve withal, and fo caft them off : their 
courfe till they continued till their viduals began to fall to the loweft ebb, and the very 
Knees of their {mall veffel were half hewed away for fire-wood. At laft to their infinite 
joy they arrived in Ireland, where the Earl of ‘Lomund honourably entertained them, 
‘and caufed the boat to be hung up for a monument, and well fhe might, for ihe had 
failed more than three thoufand three hundred miles by a right line through the inain 
fea, without any fight of land, and I think, fince God made the world, the like naviga- 
tion was never done, nor heard of. This fortunate Sanders going to the Eaft Tudies, 
in the rifling fome thips there took, it was his chance to buy an old cheft for three or 
four fhillings, but becaufe ir wanted a key he repented his bargain, and would gladly 
have fold it again for lefs: a certain time it lay toffed to and iro as a thing he little 
regarded, but at laft having little to do, he broke it open, where he found a thoufand 

ounds fterling, or fo much gold as bought him in England a good eftate, which 
leaving with his wife he returned again to the Eaft Indies. 

The George fetting fail three days after this efcape, the governor feized and confif- 
cated all that thofe fugitives left behind them. Within a week afier returned the 
Edwin from the Weft Indies, furnifhed with figs, pines, fugar-canes, plaintains, 
papanes, and divers other plants, which were prefently replanted, and fince increafed 
intogreater numbers, alfo an Indian and a negro, and fo much ligna vite as defrayed. 
all the charge. The governor thus bufied amongft his plants, making hedges of fig- 
trees and pomegranates, and feveral divifions by palifadoes for the defence of their 
guarding and keeping their cattle, for in fuch hufbandry qualities he well deferved 
great commendations. The adventurers, to fupply him, fent with all {peed they could 
the Hopewell, a {mall bark, but an excellent failer, and in her one Captain Powell, an 
excellent mariner, and well acquainted in the Indies, where he was to go.trade, after 
he had landed his paffengers in the Summer Ifles; but in his journey at the Weftern 
Ifles meeting a Brazil-man, he liked the fugar and paffengers fo well, he manned the 
carvel with his own men, and continued his courfe; but bethinking himfelf how this 
would be entertained at the Summer Iles, he found fuch doubts, he went dire@ly for 
the Welt Indies, to take time to refolve what to do: arriving there, he met a French 
yover, one every way as cunning as himfelf, but much ntore treacherous. A great 
league of kindnefs is foon made between them, upon confidence whereof, Powell, 
and fome of the chief with him, being invited aboard him, is eafily enticed, and in 
the midft of their cups both he and his company treacheroufly made prifoners, and 
thus was forced to give him their prize, or hang at the yard-arm with all his com- 
pany. Having fet them afhore, away goes the Frenchman; Powell’s fhip being but 
hard by, prefently fetched them all aboard, but finding his victuals near fpent, and 
no hope at all to recover his prize, fet his Portuguefe on fhore, and fet fail for the 
Summer Ifles ; where fafely arriving, he declared the whole paflage to the governor, 
left fome other in telling might make it worfe, of which the governor feemed well 


enough to approve. . 
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This governor ftill {pent his time in- good hufbandry, although fome of the fnarling 
Yort here in England, whom nothing will pleafe, writ to him, he was fitter to be a gar- 
dener than a governor: fome time he fpent in digging of a great pond, but that work 
proved altogether unprofitable. About that time was held the fecond affize. The 
greateft matter pailed, was a proclamation againft the fpoil of Cahowes, but it came too 
Tate, for they were moft deftroyed before ; a platform he caufed to be erected by Pagit’s 
Fort, where a good fort was, very neceflary. Captain Powell not having performed 
his fervice in the Weft Indies he conditioned with the company, is fent thither again 
by this governor, and thirteen or fourteen of his beft men, furnifhed with all things 
neceflary. In the mean time, the company underftanding that in January, February, and 
March, there are many whales, for whici fifhing they fent the Neptune, a tall fhip, well 
provided with every thing fitting for that purpofe; but before fhe arrived, Captain 
‘Tuckar, who had brought alfo with him more provifions for that employment, fent 
three good fhallops to try what could be done; but whether it was the f{wiftnefs of the 
whale in fwimming, or the condition of the place, certain it is, for all their labour and 
hazard, they could kill none, though they ftruck many, 

To begin his fecond year, he called the third affize, where divers were punithed as. 
their faults deferved: three were condemned to die ; two were reprieved, but the third 
was hanged : the next day there was alfo alevy for the repairing two forts; but that 
labour took not fuch effeét as was intended, for want of good direétions. 

But the great God of Heaven being angry at fomewhat happened in thofe proceedings, . 
caufed fuch an increafe of filly rats in the {pace of two years fo to abound, before they 
regarded them, that they filled not only thofe places where they were firft landed, but 
fwimming from place to place, {pread themfelves into all parts of the country, infomuch 
that there was no ifland but it was peftered with them; and fome fifhes have been taken 
with rats in their bellies, which they caught in fwimming from ifle to ifle; their nefts 
they had almoft in every tree, and in moft places their burrows in the ground like 
conies ; they fpared not the fruits of the plants or trees, nor the very plants themfelves, 
but ate them up. When they had fet their corn, the rats would come by troops in 
the night, and fcratch it out of the ground. If by diligent watch any efcaped till it 
came to earing, it fhould then very hardly efcape them ; and they became noifome even 
to the very perfons of men. They ufed all the diligence they could for the deftroying of 
them, nourifhing cats, both wild and tame, for that purpofe; they ufed ratibane, 
and wany times fet fire on the woods, that often ran half a mile before it was extin& ; 
every man was enjoined to fet twelve traps, and fome of their own accord have fet near 
an hundred, which they ever vifited twice or thrice ina night; they alfo trained up 
their dogs to hunt them, wherein they became fo expert, that a good dog in two or 
three hours wouid kill forty or fifty. Many other devices they ufed to deftroy them, 
but could net prevail, finding them {till increafing againft them ; nay, they fo devoured 
the fruits of the earth, that they were deftitute of bread for a year or two; fo that 
when they had it afterwards, they were fo weaned from it, they eafily neglected to eat 
it with their meat. Befides, they endeavoured fo much for the planting tobacco 
for prefent gain, that they negleCted many things might more have prevailed for their: 
good, which caufed amongft them much weaknelfs and mortality, fiace the beginning 
of thefe vermin. 

At laft it pleafed God, but by what means it is not well known, to take them away, 
mfomuch that the wild-cats and many dogs which lived on them, were famifhed, and 
many of them leaving the woods, came down to their houfes, and to fuch places where 
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they ufe to garbith their fith, and became tame. Some have attributed the deftruction 
of them to the increafe of wild-cats, but that is not likely they fhould be ‘fo fuddenly 
Enereafed rather at that time than four years before; and the chief occafion of this 
fuppofition was, becaufe they faw fome companies of them leave the woods, and flew 
themfelves for want of food : others by the coldnefs of winter, which notwithftanding 
is never fo great there as with us in March, except it bein the wind: befides, the rats 
wanted not the feathers of young birds and chickens, which they daily killed, and pal- 
meta mofs to build themfelves warm nefts out of the wind, as ufually they did; neither 
doth it appear that the cold was-fo mortal. to them, feeing they would ordinarily 
fwim from place to place, and be very fat even in the midft of winter. It remaineth 
then, that as God'doth fometimes effeét his, will without fubordinate and fecondary 
caufes, fo we need not doubt, but that in the fpeedy increafe of thefe vermin, as alfo 
by the prefervation of fo many of them by fuch weak means as they then enjoyed, and 
efpecially in the fo fudden removal of this great annoyance, there was joined with, 
and befides the ordinary and manife% means, a more immediate and fecret- work of 
God. - . 
About this time , Henry Long, with feven others, in an extreme ftorm were caft 
away, but three of them efcaped: one of them being afked what he thought in the 
wortt of that extremity ? anfwered, he thought nothing but gallows claim thy right: 
and it feems, God well heard his heard his prayer, and rewarded his ingratitude, for he 
was hanged within halfa year after. In that March alfo five men went to fea, but as. 
yet was never heard of, and three more drowned in a boat. By Hilliard’s houfe grew 
a very: fair cedar, which by a thunder-clap was rent almoft to fmall fhivers, and a man 
ftood by him, and Samuel Tanton, mott fearfully blafted, yet neither they, the houfe, . 
‘nor a little child, yet a pair of racks in the houfe was all torn to fitters. ‘The Neptune 
not long after arriving to fith for whale, her fortune proved no better than the gover- 
nor’s, yet fome are of opinion, profit might be made by them. : 

In May they defcried four fail, fo that manning all their forts, they ftood two days 
in arms, expeting what they were; at laft they found it Mr. Powell, returned from 
the Weft Indies, in the Hopewell, where miffing fuch trade as he expected, thefe three 
frigates coming in his way, he could not chufe but take them; meal, hides, and am- 
munition was their lading: fair weather the governor made with Powell, till he had 
got all the gocds into his own pofleffion, and then called Powell to a ftri& account for 
doing fuch an unwarrantable at; much ado then was betwixt the taker and receiver 5 
but Powell was glad to be excufed to anfwer it in England, leaving all_he had taken 
behind him in the ifles: the Neptune alfo returned with him, but noble Powell loft all 
his pay and pillage for this year’s work. For which the company fent for to Tuckar, 
fo that he alfo loft his part as well as Powell : notwithftanding, the governor by this 
means being ftrong in fhipping, fitted.the carvel with twelve men, under the command 
of Edward Waters, formerly {poken of, and fent them to Virginia about fuch bufinefs 
as he had conceived. Arriving there, they obtained fome goats and hogs, and what 
they could fpare, and fo returned for the Summer Ifles ; but whether they could not 
find the ifles for want of fkill,-or beaten off by ill weather, or the ill-will they bare the 
governor, it matters not much; but they bare up again for Virginia, where they all re- 
mained, and would return no more to Summer Ifles. 4 

The governor thinking to make fome ufe of the hides, fet fome that profeffed them- 
felves tanners, to make trial of their fkill; but they loft their labours, and {poiled_ the 
hides. Alfo he called another affize, concerning a poor fellow called ‘Gabriel, for 


concealing fome fpeeches M. Pollard and M. Rich fhould ufe, tending to the difrepus 
tation 
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tation of the governor, and his injuftice and cruelties ; which being bronght within the 
compals of fedition and mutiny, though a year ago, many were called in queftion 
about it, although every one ordinarily had fpoke as much, Yet Gabriel, for example 
fake, was condemned to be hanged, and was upon the ladder, but reprieved. The 
other two, M. Pollard and M. Rich, were imprifoned ; but upon better confideration, 
the fa&t appeared fo fmall and ridiculous, upon their fubmiffion, they were pardoned, 
and reftored to their places. 


The Divifion of the Summer Iles into Tribes, by Mr. Richard Norwood, Surveyor. 


ACCORDING to the direétions of the Council and Company, as they had deter- 
mined by lot, Mr. Norwood took a plot of the ifle, and divided it with as much faith- 
fulnefs as he could, affigning to eyery adventurer his fhare or proportion ; as namely, 
to lay out a large proportion, to be called the general land, ‘and employed for public 
ufes, as for the maintenance of the governor, minifters, commanders of forts, fol- 
diers, and fuch like: and to this end was aff'gned Saint George’s Ifland, Saint David’s 
Mland, Longbridge Ifland, Smith’s Ifland, Cooper’s Ifland, Cony Ifland, Nonefuch 
Ifland, part of the main, and fundry other {mall ifles. The reft was to be divided into 
eight parts, each part to be called a tribe, and to have his denomination of fome prin- 
cipal perfon that was adventurer therein : and accordingly, the firft tribe to be eaftward - 
was then called Bedford’s Tribe, now Hamilton’s; the fecond, Smith’s tribe 3 the third, 
Cavendifh; now Devonthire’s; the fourth, Pembroke’s; the fifth, Paget’s; the fixth, 
Manfil’s, now Warwick’s ; the feventh, Southampton ; the eighth, Sands: in the ho- 
‘nours of the Right Honourable the Marquis Hamilton, Sir Thomas Smith, the Earl of 
Devonfhire, the Earl of Pembroke, the Lord Paget, the Earl of Warwick, the Earl 
of Southampton, and Sir Edwin Sands. Again, each of thofe tribes were to be 
divided into fifty parts, called fhares ; and every adventurer to have his fhares in thefe 
tribes as was determined, by ¢afting lots in England : the manner of it appears by the 
map, and more largely by his book of the furvey of the country, which is in the 
records of the colony. And then began this which was before as you have heard, but 
as an unfettled and confufed chaos, to receive a difpofition, form, and order, and be- 
come indeed a plantation. 


The Names of the Adventurers, and their Shares in every Tribe, according to the Survey, 
and the beft Information yet afcertained of any of their Alterations. 


Hamilton’s Tribe. oa Shares. 
Shares. Mr. William Web - is 


- t 
James, L. Marquis Hamilton —« 6 Mr. John Bernard’s affignees  - 2 
Sir Edward Harwood - - 4 Mr. Elias Roberts, jun. ~ - 1 
Mr. John Delbridge - +» 3 Mr. John Gearing © - - - 2 
Mr. John Dike - - = 3 Mr. Cleophas Smith - - 2 
Mr. Ellis Roberts - - i 2 Robert, Earl of Warwick - 4 
Mr. Robert Phips - - - 1 Mr. Thomas Covell - =~ ~ 3 
Mr. Ralph King - = 1 Mr. Greenwel’s affignees - - i 
Mr. Quick’s aflignees - - 2 Mr. Cley - - - - 1 
Mr. William Cannig - = 4 My. Powlfon . .« - + 2 

Mr. William Cannig + = a Mr. John Dike » -  « Iz 

a 


Common 


Common land for conveniency 
Mr. John Dike - 
Mr. George Thorp’s aflignees 


2. Smith's Tribe. 


Sir Dudley Dig’s aflignees 
Mr. Richard Edwards - 
Mr. William Pane - - 
Mr. Robert Smith = - - 
Mr. George Barclay’s affignees 
Sir Samuel Sands - - 
Mr. Anthony Penniftone - 
Sir Edwin Sands - - 
Sir Thomas Smith - - 
Mr. Richard More - S 
Mr. Ad. Brumfield - a 
Mr. Robert Johnfon, Alderm 
Mr. John Wroth - - 
Mr.George Smith - = - 


3. Devonfhire Tribe. 


Mr. Anth. Peniftone - 
Mr. John Dike . 2 
Mr. John Dike - - 
‘Mr. John Bernard’s heirs - 
Robert, Earl of Warwick 
Mr. Francis Weft - 2 
‘William, Lord Cavendifh— - 
William, Earl of Devonhhire 
Mr. Edward Luckin « 
Mr. Edward Ditchfield = - 
Mr. Edward Ditchfield - 
Mr. William Nicols  - - 
Mr. Edward Ditchfield - 
Mr. John Fletcher - ° 
Mr. Gideon Delawne - 
Mr. Anth, Penniftone - 
Mr. Belt - . i 
Mr. Edward Luckin - 
Mr. Richard Rogers - 
Mr. William Palmer - 


4. Pembroke’s Tribe. 
Mr. George Smith - 
Glebe land 3 < 
Mr. Nicholas Hide - 
Sir Lawrence Hide - 
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Mr. Thomas Judwyn | - 
‘William, Earl of Pembroke 
Mr. Richard Edwards 
Mr. Harding - - 
Mr. Richard Edwards 
Mr. Elias Roberts - 
Mr. Richard Edwards 
Mr. Jacobfon’s aflignees 
Mr. John Farrar . 
Mr. Nicholas Farrar 
Mz. Nicholas Farrar 
Mr. William Canning 
Mr. Richard Martin 
Mr. Moris Abbot - 
Mr. Richard Cafwell 
Mr. Richard Cafwelk 
Mr. William Cafwell 
Mr. Richard Edwards 
Mr. Richard Cafwell 
Mr. Richard Edwards - 
Mr. George Sands’ affignees 
Mr. William Paine - - 
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5. Paget’s Tribe. 
Mr. John Chamberlaine_—- 
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Shares. 
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5 
Mr.Tho. Ayres and Mr. Rich. Wifeman 4 


Mr. Richard Wifeman - 
‘William, Lord Paget 
Mr.. William Palmer 
Mr. Bagnell - - 
Mr. John Bale - 
Mr. Wheatley - - 
Mr. Chriftopher Barron 
Mr. John Wodall - 
Mr. John Wodall = - 
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Mr. Lewis - " % 
Mr. Owen Arthor’s affignees 
Mr. George Etheridge - 


Sir William Wade - - 
Mr. John Bernard’s heirs - 


6. Warwick's Tribe. 


Mr. Wheatley - - 
Captain Daniel Tucker © - 
Mr. William Felgate - 


Robert, Earl of Warwick. 
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Shares, Shares. 
5  Mr.Richard More - -  . 
Mr. George Scot, Mr. Edward Scot, 
and Mr. Anthony Abdy - - 
Henry, Earl of Scuthampton 
Mr. Andrew-Broumfield  - 
Mr. Henry Timbed  - - 
Sir‘Thomas Hewet - = 
Mr. Perce - = P 
Sir Ralph Winwood i 


‘Mr. George Smith - 
Mr. Samuel Tickner 
Mr. Francis Mevell  - 
Mr. Stephen Sparrow 
Mr. Jofeph Man - 
Captain Daniel Tucker 
Mr. Elias More - 
Doétor Anthony Hunton 
Mr. Francis Moverill 
Mr. Richard Poulfon 
Mr. Matthew Shephard 
Mr. George Tucker - 
Mr. Ch. Clitheroe - 
Mr. George Swinow 
Mr: Richard Tomlings 
Mr. Francis Meverill 
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8. Sandy’s Tribe. 

Mr. George Barcklie’s heirs s 
Sir Edin Sends - - - : 
Mr. Jerom Hidon - - - 10 
Mr. Tho. MilJin and Mr. John Cuffe 2 
Mr. Robert Chamberlaine - e 
Mr. John Waters < Mr. Abraham Chamberlaine 
Mr, Martin Bond - a Mr. George Smith - 

7+ Southampton’s Tribe. Mr. Robert Gore 
Captain Daniel Tucker - Sir Edward Sackvile 
Mr. John Britton - - Sir John Dayers 
Mr. Richard Chamberland Mr. Robert Gore 
Mr. Leon. Harwood’s affignees Mr. John Delbridge 
Mr. John Bariks - - Mr. John Wroth 
Sir Nathaniel Rich - - Mr. John Welt’s heirs 
Robert, Earl of Warwick Mr. Richard Chamberlaine 
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Touching the common graund in each tribe, as alfo the overplus, you may find that 
at large in the book of furveys amongtt their records. 

Now, though the country was fmall, yet they could not conveniently have been dif- 
pofed and well fettled, without a true defcription and a furvey of it; and again, every 
man being fettled where he might conftantly abide, they knew their bufinefs, and fitted 
their houfehold accordingly : then they built no more cabins, but fubftantial houfes, 
they cleared their grounds, and planted not only fuch things as would yield them their 
fruits ina few months, but alfo fuch as would afford them profit within a few years ; 
fo that in a fhort time the country began to afpire, and nearly approach unto that hap. 
pinefs and profperity wherein now it flourifheth, &c. 

But to follow the hiftory, upon the beft plot of ground could be found, the governor 
prevailed fo much with the generality, they built a fair houfe of cedar, which being 

.done, he appropriated it to himfelf, which occafioned exceeding much diftafte. About 
this time arrived the Diana, with a good fupply of men and provifion, and the firft 
magazine ever feen in thofe ifles; which courfe is not fo much commended here, as 
curfed and abhorred by reafon of enhancements of all the inhabitants there; fix or 
feven weeks this hip ftaid, then having towards her freight thirty thoufand weight of 
tobacco; which proving good, and coming to a lucky market, gave great encourage- 
ment to the adventurers to go luftily forward in their plantation, and without fuch 
fcccefs, there is nothing but grudging and repining. But about the appropriation of 
this new-built houfe, many bad difcontents grew betwixt the oppreffed colony and the 

governor, 


“SMITH’s VIRGINTA. 193 


governor, efpecially betwixt ‘him and the minifter, and Lewes; whe would ‘neither be 
feared with threats nor imprifonment, that their malice continued till they met inEngland, 
ef which the minifter made the caufe fo plain, he very well and honeftly, it feems, 
difcharged himfelf. 

Now in thofe times of thefe endlefs uncivil broils, two defperate men anda proper gen- 
tlewoman got into a boat, and thinking to make an efcapeto Virginia, as appeared by 
fome letters they left behind them, were never more heard on. ‘The very next month 
after, the like was attempted by fix others, fo defirous they were to be rid ‘of their 
fervitude ; but their plot being difcovered by one of their fociety, they were appre- 
hended, arraigned, and condemned to be hanged; the next day being led with 
halters about their necks to the place of erecution, one was hanged, and the reft 
reprieved. . 

The Diana arriving well in England, for all the infinite numbers of complaints, the 
tebacco did help to fweeten all manner of grievances, yet it bred a diftafte in the 
opinions of fo many, they began to think of another governor; but for that time it was 
fo qualified by divers of his friends, they difpatched away the Bleffing, which arrived 
in the Summer Ifles. Though their general letter was fair and courteous to the 
governor, yet by the report of the paflengers and divers particular letters from his 
friends, it was affured him his cruelty and covetoufnefs, for all his pains and induftry, 
‘was much difliked, nor was he like to enjoy his houfe, and that land he had 
planted for himfelf, by the extreme oppreffion of the commonalty. This caufed fo 
many jealoufies to arife in his conceit, that at laft he fully refolved to return by this thip, 
that no fooner fet fail from England, than they proceeded to the nomination of a new 
governor. Many were prefented according to the affections of thofe that were to give 
in their voices, but it chiefly refted betwixt one Captain Southwell, and one Mr. 
Nathaniel Butler, where we will leave them awhile to the confideration of the court 
and company. Now Captain Tuckar having inftituted Captain Kendall one of the fix 
governors(before {poken of) for his fub{titute, returned with thisthip direétly for England, 
as well to excufe himfelf of thofe objections he fufpected, as to get aflured him the 
houfe and land he had allotted for himielf, left it might otherwife be difpofed of in his 
abfence. 

Colleéted out of their records by N. B. and the relations of 
Mr. PoLarn, and divers others, 


The Government of Captain Miles Kendall, Deputy for Captain Tuckar. 


THE unexpected return of Captain Tuckar caufed a demur in the election of the 
new governor ; fome perfuading thefe oft changes were fo troublefome, dangerous, 
and chargeable, it were beft to continue Captain Kendall ; others again ftood for Cap- 
tain Tuckar ; but during the time of thefe opinions, the Gillifower was difpatched 
witha fupply. Now I fhould have remembered, ‘Tuckar was no fooner out of the 
harbour, but he met Mr. Flfred, in a hip called the Treafurer, fent from Virginia to 
trade: by her he writ to his deputy, Mr. Kendall, to have a care of all things, and be. 
ware of too much acquaintance with this fhip, which he fufpetted was bound for the 
Weit Indies. ‘Notwithitanding, Elfred received what kindnefs the ifle could afford 3 
he promifed to revifit them at his return ;_ this done, becaufe they would not be govern- 
lefs when his deputyfhip was expired, there was a general affembly, and by that election 
Kendall was confirmed to fucceed ftill governor. Now they began to apply themfelves 
to thefinifhing fome platform about Smith’s fort, and laying the foundation of a church 
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to be built of cedar, till the Gillilower arrived with fome private letters to Kendall, 
how he was eleéted governor of thofe ifles for three years. During her ftay, they held 
their aflizes, where, for fome few fufpetted faéts, three were condemned, and the better 
to terrify the reft, led to the place of execution, but reprieved ; divers of the reft had. 
their faults pardoned, and the Gilliflower fet fail for Newfoundland. 

_ The love and kindnefs, honefty and induftry of this Captain Kendall hath been very 
much commended, by others fomewhat difliked ; but an angel in thofe employments 
cannot pleafe all men ; yet this confideration bred much ill blood as well here as there, 
fo that the company direétly concluded, Captain Butler fhould, with what expedition 
they could, go to be their governor: in the interim, they took the opportunity of a 
thip, called the Seaflower, bound forVirginia, and by her fent a preacher and his 
family, with divers paffengers, and news of a new governor. This bred a great diftafte 
amongft many, that ftill they thould have new officers and {trangers for their governors 
they never heard of, and themfelves {ttll kept there whether they would or no, without 
any preferment, no, nor fearce any of them there inhabiting, to have any land at all of 
their own, but live all as tenants, or as other men’s poor fervants. 

About this time came in Captain Kerby with a {mall bark, from the Weft Indies, 
who having refrefhed himfelf, was very kindly ufed by the governor, and fo departed, 
Not long after, a Dutch frigate was caft away upon the weftern fhore ; yet, by the help 
of the Englith, they faved the men, though the fhip perifhed amongft the rocks. 4 
little after, one Enfign Wood being about the loading of a piece, by thrufting a pike 
into the concavity, grating upon the fhot, or fomewhat about the powder, ftruck fire 
within her, and fo difcharged, but wounded him cruelly, and blew him into the fea, 
thoagh he was got out by fome, that ftood by him, yet he died of thofe wounds.. 
‘Within two or three days after, Captain Elfred now comes in a fecond time ; but pf 
that we fhall fay more in the government of Captain Butler, who prefently after 
arrived with a good fupply, and was kindly entertained by Captain Kendall and all the 
colony. 

From a relation of Tuo. SearKes, and divers others, 


The Government of Captain Nathaniel Butler. 


CAPTAIN Butler being arrived the 2oth of Ofober 1619, fome mutterings there 
was how to maintain their eleCtion of Captain Kendall, but better remembering them. 
felves, that conceit quickly diffolved. ‘The next day, Kendall, the minifters, and the 
council went aboard to falute the new governor, where, after they had dined with the 
beft entertainment he could give them, they faw the redoubt belonging to the King’s 
caftle by a mifchance on fire, whither he repaired with all the means he could to 
quench it; but all the platform and carriages were confumed before their faces, and 
they could not help it. Two days after he went up to the town, had his commiffion 
publicly read, made a fhort fpeech to the company, and fo took upon him the govern. 
ment. hen prefently he began to repair the moft neceflary defects: the next month 
came in the Garland, {ent from England fix or feven weeks before, him ; fo that being 
feventeen weeks in her voyage, it was fo tedious and grievous to divers of the frefh- 
water pailengers, that fuch a ficknefs bred amongft them, many died, as well failors as 
paffengers. Having taken the beft order he could for their releafe, ‘paffed through all 

“the tribes, and held his firft affize in Captain Tuckar’s houfe at the overplus. Towards 


the laft of this month of November, there arofe a moft terrible ftorm or hericano, that 
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‘alt away, but the Garland rid by her, faved herfelf by cutting down her mafts; and 
not long after, a fecond ftorm, no lefs. violent than the firft, wherein the mount, 
which was a frame of wood built by Mr. More, for a watch-tower to look out to fea, 
was blown up by the roots, and all that winter crop of corn blafted; and thus was the 
new governor welcomed. 

‘With the beginning of the new year he began his firft.piece of fortification upon a 
rock which flanks the King’s caftle, and finding the fhip called the Treafurer ftark rot- 
ten and unferviceable, he took nine pieces of ordnance from her to ferve other ufes. 
The Garland, for want of means, could not make her voyage to Virginia, as fhe was 
appointed ; wherefore he entertained her to return to England, with all the tobacco 
they had in the ifle. It was January before fhe departed, in which time fhe failed not 
much to have been twice caft away; but thofe ftrange and unavoidable mifchances 
rather feemed to quicken the governor’s induftry than to dull it. Having finifhed the 
church begun by Captain Kendall, with an infinite toil and labour he got three pieces 
out of the wreck Warwick ; having an excellent Dutch carpenter, he entertained of 
them that were calt away in the Dutch4frigate, he employed him in building of boats, 
whereof they were in exceeding great want. In February they difcovered a tall thip 
beating to and again, as it feemed by her working, being ignorant of the coaft: fome 
thought her a Spaniard, to view their forts, which ftand moit to that part the fo nearly 
approached ; fome Englifh, but the moft fome Dutch man of war; the wind blew fo 
high, they durft not fend out a boat, though they much doubted fhe would be foul of 
their rocks, but at laft fhe bore up rommy for the fea, and we heard of her no more. 
That evening, a lucky fellow it fhould feem he was, that found a piece of ambergris 
of eight ounces, as he had twice before, which bringing to the governor, he had ready 
money for the one half, after three pounds an ounce, according to their order of court, 
to encourage others to look out for more, and prevent that mifchief enfueth by con- 
cealing of it. 

Within a few daysafter, they deferied two frigates, that came clofe to the fhore, and 
fent a letter to the governor, writ in Italian, that they were Hollanders, had been in 
the Welt Indies, and defired but to arrive, refrefh themfelves with wood and water, and 
fo begone. The governor forthwith fent them to underftand, that being there under 
His Majefty of England, to command thofe ifles, he was to carry himfelf a friend to his 
friends, and an enemy to his enemies; if therefore he could fhew a lawful commiffion 
for his being honeftly and nobly employed, he and his fhould be kindly welcome, other- 
wife they were to adventure at their perils, But his commiffion was fo good, he ftaid 
there two months, and was fo well fitted with oil and bacon, they were all glad and 
happy of this Dutch: Captain Scoutan’s arrival, with many thanks to their old friend 
Captain Powell, that had conducted him thither: the colony being exceedingly in 

veat want and diftrefs, bought the moft part of it at reafonable rates 5 fo Captain 
Scoutan returned to the Welt Indies, and Captain Powell, for his part, in the Low 
Countries. * Whilft thefe things were in aétion, the adventurers in England made 
many a long look for their thips ; at la{t, the Garland brought them all the news, but 
the tobacco was fo fpoiled, either in the leaking fhip, or the making up, it caufed a 
great fufpicion there could be none was good come from thofe ifles; where, (were they 
but perfeét in the cure) quettionlefs it would be much better than a great quantity of 
that they fell for verinas, and many a thoufand of it in London hath been bought and 
fold by that title. ; e 
The governor being clear of thofe diftractions, falls upon the reftoring of the burnt 


yedoubt, where he cuts out a large new platform, and mounts feven great pieces of 
“eo ordnance 
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ordnance upon new carriages of cedar. Now amongit all thofe troubles, it was not 
the leaft to bring the two minifters to fubfcribe to the Book of Common Prayer, which 
all the bithops in England could not do. Finding it high time to attempt fome. con- 
formity, bethought himfelf of the Liturgy of Guernfey and Jerfey, wherein all thofe 
particulars they fo much {tumbled at, were omitted. No fooner was this propounded, 
but it was gladly embraced by them both, whereupon the governor tranflated it verba- 
tim out of French into Englifh, and caufed the eldeft minifter upon Eafter-day to begin 
the ufe thereof at St. George’s Town, where himfelf, molt of the council, officers, and 
auditory, received the facrament; the which form they continued during the time of 
his government. 

Much about this time, in fuch a fair morning that had invited many boats far out 
to the fea to fith, did rife fuch ahurricaite that much endangered them all, fo that 
one of them with two boys was driven to fea, and never more heard of. The minifters 
thus cgreed, a proclamation was publifhed for keeping of the fabbath, and all the de- 
fetive carriages he endeavoured to have renewed, built a fmall boat of cedar only to 
go with oars, to be ready upon any occafion tc. difcover any fhipping, and took order 
every fort fhould have the like; alfo caufed numbers of cedars to be brought from 
divers places in floats, to rebuild the mount, which with an unfpeakable toil was raifed. - 
feven feet higher than before, and a falcon mounted at the foot, to be always dif. 
charged for a warning to all the forts, upon the difcovery of any fhipping, and this he 
called Rich Mount. ‘This exceeding toil and labour, having no cattle, but only men’s 
flrength, caufed many petitions to the governor, that all thofe general works might 
ceafe till they had reaped their harvefts, in that they were in great diftrefs for victuals, 
which he fo well anfwered, their own fhames did caufe them to defift from that impor. 
tunity, and voluntarily perform as much as he required. 

Finding accidentally a little crofs ereéted in a bye-place, amongft a many of buthes, 
underftanding there was buried the heart ard entrails of Sir George Summers, he re 
folved to have a better memory for fo worthy a foldier than that: fo finding alfo a 
great marble ftone brought out of England, he caufed it by mafons to be wrought 
handfomely, and laid over the place, which he environed with a fquare wall of hewn 
flone, tomb like ; wherein he caufed to be graven this epitaph he had compofed, 
and fixed it upon the marble {tone ; and thus it was : 


In the year one thonfand fix Fiondred and cleven, 


Noble Sir George’ Summers went hence to heaven ; 


Whofe well tried worth that held him {till employed, : 
Gave him the knowledge of the world fo wide. ‘ 

Hence ’twas by heaven’s decree, that to this place 

He brought new guefts, and name to mutual grace, 

Ait Init his foul and body being to part, 

He here bequeath’d his entrails and his heart. 


Upon the fixth of June began the fecond affize, that reduced them to the direct 
form ufed in England. For befides the governor and council, they have the bailiffs of 
the tribes, in nature of the deputy-lieutenants of the fhires in England, for to them - 
are all precepts and warrants dire€ted, and accordingly anfwered and refpetted ; they 
perform alfo the duties uf juftices of peace, within their limits. The fubordinate 
officers to thefe in every tribe, are the conftables, head-boroughs, and church-wardens ; 
thefe are the triers of the tobacco, which if they allow not to be merchantable, is burnt ; 
and thefe are the executioners of their civil and politic caufes. . 
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For points of war and martial affairs, they have the governor for lieutenant-general, 
the ferjeant-major, mater of ordnance, captains of companies, captains of forts, with 
their feveral officers, to train and exercife thofe numbers under their charge, in martial 
difcipline. 

Circe their courts for decifion of right and juftice, the firft, though laft in 
conttitution, is their general aflembly ; allowed by the ftate in England, in the naturé 
of a parliament, confifting of about forty perfons; viz. the governor, the council, © 
the bailiffs of the tribes, and tw burgeffes of each tribe chofen by voiccs in the tribe, 
befides fuch of the clergy as the governor thinks moft fit, to be held orice a year, as 
you fhall hear more thereof hereafter. The next court is the affize or jails of delivery, 
held twice every year, in Chriftmas and Whitfun week, for all criminal offenders, 
and civil caufes betwixt party and party ; asaétions of debt, trefpafs, battery, flander, 
and the like ; and thefe are determined by a jury of twelve men, and above them is 
alfo a grand jury to examine matters of greater confequence. The laft day of the 
aflize might alfo well be held a court, for hearing the tranfgreflions in matters of con- 
tempt, mifbehaviour towards any magiftrate, riots, feditious fpeakers, contemners of 
warrants, and {uch like: there are alfo as occafion fhall require, many matters heard 
by the governor, or his officers, and oft juftice done in feveral places, but thofe are but 
as days of hearing, and as preparatives againft their courts, &c. 

At this laft aflize eighteen were arraigned for criminal caufes, a number very extra-: 
ordinary confidering the place ; but now occafioned by reafon of the hard year,, and 
the ftore of ill-chofen .new comers; of thefe, fome were cenfured to the whipping. 
pott, fome burned in the hand, but two were condemmed to die, yet the one was 
reprieved, the other hanged; this done, every man returned to his home : many 
trials they made again about the Warwick, but to {mall purpofe, her ordnance being 
lathed fo faft they could not be unloofed, till the ropes and decks were rotten, yet fome 
few butts of beer being floated they got, which, though it had lain fix months under 
water, was very good, notwithftanding the next year they recovered five pieces of ord- 
nance. 

Upon the firft of Auguft, according to the company’s inftrudtions from England, 
began the general affembly at the town of St. George, which was the firlt thefe ifles 
ever had ; confifling, as is faid, of the governor, council, bailiffs, and burgeffes, and 
afecretary to whom all bills were prefented, and by him openly read in the houfe, 
alfo a clerk to record the aéts, being thirty-two in all; fifteen of which being fent 
into England, were by a general confent received and enadted, the titles whereof 
are thefe following : as for all the reafons for them, they would be too tedious to: 
recite. 

The firft was againft the unjuft fale and letting of apprentices and other fervants, 
and this was elpecially for the righting the undertakers in England. The fecond, con- 
cerning the difpofing of aged, difeafed, and impotent perfons, for it being confidered 
how carelefg many are in preferring their friends, or fending fometimes any they can 
procure to go, fuch unferviceable people fhould be returned back at their charge that 
fent them, rather than be burdenfome to the poor inhabitants in the ifles. The third, 
the neceflary manning the King’s Caftle, being the key of the ifle, that a garrifon of 
twelve able men fhould be there always refident ; and three theufand ears of corn, and 
one thoufand pounds of tobacco paid them by the generality yearly, as a penfion. The 
fourth, againit the making unmercbantable tobacco, and officers {worn to make true 
trials, and burn that was naught. The fifth, enjoined the erection of certain public 
bridges. and the maintenance of them. ‘The fixth. for acontinual fupply of victuals 
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for all the forts, to be preferved till fome great oceafion to ule it. ‘The feventh was, , 


for two fixed days every year for the affizes. The eighth, commands the making of 
highways, and prohibiting the paflage over men’s grounds and planted fields, as well 
to prevent the fpoiling of gardens, as convenience to anfwer any alarm. The ninth, 
for the preferving young tortoifes and birds, that were catelefsly deftroyed. The 
tenth, provided againft vagabonds, and prohibited the entertainment of other men’s 
fervants. The eleventh, compelled the fetting of a due quantity of corn for every 
family. The twelfth, the care corn being fet, enjoined the keeping up of their poul- 
try till it was paft their reaches. The thirteenth, for the prefervation of fufficient 


fences, and again{t the felling of marked trees appointed for bounds. ‘The fourteenth, - 
granted to a levy for a thoufand pound weight of tobacco, towards the payment of — 


public works, as the bridges and the mount. ‘The fifteenth, for the enjoining an 
acknowledgment and acception of all refident governors, and the warranting him to 
continue, though his time be expired, till the arrival of a legitimate fucceffor from 
England, to prevent all unmect and prefumptuous elections, befides it was defired by 
petition in England, the new governors fhouid live two months as a private man after 
his arrival, if his predeceflor did ftay fo long, the better to Jearn and obferve his courfe. 
And thefe are the contents of thofe fifteen aéts, applied as you may perceive, which 
the laws of England could not take notice of, becaufe every climate hath fomewhat to 
itfelf in that kind in particular; for otherwife as it is conceived, it hath been a 
high impudence and prefumption to have meddled with them, or indeed with any 
fuch as thefe Jaws, that had with fuch great juftice and judgment always provided 
for. 

No fooner was this bufinefs over, but the magazine fhip is difcovered, and that night 
came into the harbour, but in a very weak and fickly cafe, having caft overboard twenty 
or thirty of her people ; and fo violent was the infection, that the moft part of the failors, 
as well as paflengers, were fo fick, or difmayed, or both, that the mafter confeffed, 
had they {taid at the fea but a week longer, they had all perifhed. There arrived with 
this fhip divers gentlemen of good fafhion, with their wives and families ; but many of 
them crazy by the tedioufnefs of the voyage : howfoever, moft of them, by the excel« 
Jent falubrity of the air, than which the world hath not a better, foon after recovered ; 
yet fome there were that died prefently after they got afhore, it being certainly the 
quality of the place, either to kill, or cure quickly, as the bodies are more or lefs 
corrupted. By this fhip the company fent a fupply of ten perfons for the generality, 
‘but of fuch bad condition that it feemed they had picked the males out of Newgate, 
the females from Bridewell : as the governor found it his beft courfe, to grant out the 
women to fuch as were fo greedy ot wives, and would needs have them for better for 
wworfe ; and the men he placed in the King’s Caftle for foldiers. But this bad, weak, 
fickly fupply being difperfed for their beft relief, by the much employment of his boats 
in removing them, many of his own men became infected, fo that for fome weeks 
they were not able to do him any fervice at all Strict inftructions alfo they brought 
for the planting of fugar canes, for which the ifland being rocky and dry, is fo im- 
proper, that few as yet have been feen to profper ; yet there are others hold the con- 
trary opinion, that there is rain fo ordinarily, the ifles are fo moift, as produceth all 
their plants in fuch infinite abundance ; there is no great reafon to fufpeét this, were it 
rightly ufed, more than the reft. Seventy thoufand weight of tobacco being prepared 
towards her freight, fhe returned for England. No fooner was fhe gone than came in 
another, fent by the company and generality, well conditioned, but the failed not much 
to have been.caft away amongit thofe dangerous and terrible rocks; by her came alfo 
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exprefs command, they fhould entertain no other hips, than were dire@lly fent from 
the company + this caufed much grudging, and indeed a general diftraétion and excla- 
mation among the inhabitants, to be thus conftrained to buy what they wanted, and fell 
what they had at what price the magazine pleafed, and to debar true men from coming 
to them for trade or relief, that were daily received in afl the harbours in England. 
So long this fhip ftaid going for freight and wages, the mafter not caring how long he 
lay at that rate in a good harbour, the governor. was ready to fend her away by procla- 
mation. Thus ended the firlt year of the government of C. Butler. 

With the firft of the fecond year were held the affizes, where all the bailiffs were’ 
fined for not giving a beginning to the building of the bridges; there was alfo an 
order to reftrain the exceflive wages all handicraftmen would haves and that the’ 
churchwardens fhould meet twice a year, to have all their prefentments made perfect 
againft the aflizes. The aflizes done, all the ableft men were trained in their arms, and. 
then departed to their own homes. The town thus cleared, he made certain new car- 
riages for fome demi-culverines, and a large new {tore-houfe of cedar for the yearly 
magazine goods; finifhed Warwick's for, begun by Mr. More, and made a new plats 
form at Paget's Fort, alfo a fair houfe of lime and ftone for the town-houfe. ‘The 
three bridges appointed by: the general affembly, was followed with fuch diligence,. 
though they were more than a hundred, or a hundred and twenty feet in length, hav-- 
ing the foundation and arches in the fea, were raifed and accomplifhed, fo that man. or 
beaft with facility might pafs them. 

At Whitfunday was held the fourth general affize at Saint George’s, where were 
tried twenty feveral caufes; four or five were whipped or burnt in the hand, for” 
breaking of houfes: alfo an order was made, that the party caft in the trial of any 
caufe fhould pay to every of the jurors four-pence ;. moreover, that not paft ten leaves- 
at the moft fhould grow upon a plant of tobacco, and that allo in the making it up, a 
diftin@ion fhould diligently be obferved ef two kinds, a better and a worfe: then they: 
built a ftrong ftone houfe for the captain of the King’s caftle and.corps du guard, .and: 
repaired what defects they could find in the platforms and carriages. 

Captain Powell, fo oft mentioned, having been in the Weft Indies for the States of 
Holland, came to an anchor within fhot of their ordnance, defiring admittance for’ 
wood and water, of which he had great need, but the governor would. not permit 
him, fo he weighed and departed ; whereat the company: were fo mad, it was not 
poffible to conftrain them to ceafe their exclamations again{t the company’s inhibition,, 
till they were weary with exclaiming : but {till for their “better defence, not thinking. 
themfelves fufficienily fecure, having finifhed two new platforms more, arrived the 
magazine fhip, but her mafter was dead, and many of the paffengers, the reft for 
moft part very fick ; and withal, a ftrange and wonderful report of much complaint: 
made againft the governor to the company in England, by fome of them returned in. 
the laft year’s fhipping ; but it was eight days before fhe could get in, by reafon of ill: 
weather, being forced again to fea; fo that time they kept every night continually great: 
fires, fhe might fee the ifle as weil by night as day; but at laft fhe arrived, and he: 
plainly underftood he had more caufe a great deal to look for mifconftrution of ‘all 
his fervice, than an acknowledgment, much lefs a recompence, any better than his 
predeceffors; but it is no new thing to requite the belt. defert with the vileft. of. 
ingratitude. 

‘The very next day’s night after the arrival of the magazine-fhip, news was brought 
the governor by a difmayed meffenger from Sands’s tribe, that one hundred Spaniards - 
were landed in that part, and divers fhips difeovered at fea ;. whereupon he prefently- 
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‘manned the forts, and inftantly made thitherward in perfon with twenfy men, deter- 
mining as he found caufe to draw together more ftrength by the’ way. Being got 
thither by the break of the next day, inftead of an enemy, which he expected, he 
met only with a company of poor diftrefled Portuguefe and Spaniards, who in‘ their 
paflage from Carthagena in the Weft Indies, in confort with the Spanifh fleet of Plate, 
by the fame ftorm that had endangered the magazine fhip, loft theirs’ upon thofe 
terrible rocks, being to the number of feventy perfons, were ftrangely preferved, and 
the manner was thus+ 

About fun-fet their thip beating amongit the rocks, fome twenty of the failors got 
into the boat with what treafure they could, leaving the captain, the matter, and all the 
reft to the mercy of the fea. But a boy net paft fourteen years of age, that leaped 
after to have got into the boat, miffing that hope, it pleafed God he got upon a cheft 
adrift by him, whereon, they report, he continued two days, and was driven near to 
the clean contrary part of the ifle, where he was taken up near dead, yet well reco. 
vered, All this night the fhip {ticking faft, the poor diftrefled in her the next day 
fpying land, made a raft, and were thofe gave the alarm firft afhore about three of 
the clock in the afternoon. The morning after, about feven of the clock, came in the 
‘oat to a place called Mangrove Bay, and the fame day their carpenter was driven 
afhore upon a plank near Hog-Bay. ‘There was a gentlewoman that had ftood wet 
up to the middle upon the raft, from the fhip to the fhore, being big with child, and 
although this was upon the 13th of September, {the toak no hurt, and wes fafely de- 
livered of a boy within three days after. The beft comfort that could be given them 
in thofe extremities they had, although fome of the bafer fort had been rifling fome 
of them before the governor’s arrival ; alfo the Spanifh captain and the chief with him 
much. complained of the treachery of his men to leave him in that manner, yet had con- 
veyed with them the moft of the money they could come by, which he eafily miffed ; 
whereupon he fuddenly caufed all them he aecufed to be fearched, and recovered to 
the value of one hundred and forty pounds fterling, which he delivered into the cap- 
tain’s hands, to be employed ina general purfe towards their general charge. During 
their {tay in the ifles, fome of the better fort, nine or ten weeks dieted at his own 
table, the reft were billetted amongft the inhabitants at four fhillings the week, till 
they found fhipping for their paflage, for which they paid no more than the Englith 
paid themfelves; and for the paflage of divers of them, the governor was glad to 
ftand bound to the mafter; fome others that were not able to procure fuch friend- 
fhip, were fo conftrained to ftay in the ifles, till by their labours they had got fo much 
as wouid tranfport them ; and thus they.were preferved, relieved, and delivered. 

In the month enfuing arrived the fecond fhip, and fhe alfo had loft her mafter and 
divers of her paffengers; in her came twoVirginian women, to be married to fome who ' 
would have them, that after they were converted and had children, they might.be fent 
to their country and kindred to civilize them. Towards the end of this month came in 
the third fhip, with afmall magazine; having fold what fhe could, carried the reft to 
Virginia, and never did any of thofe paffengers complain either of their good diet, or 
too good ufage at fea; but the clean contrary {till occafioned many of thofe extremi- 
tics. ‘The sth of November the damnable plot of the powder treafon was folemnized 
with prayers, fermons, and a great feaft, whereto the governor invited the chief of the 
Spaniards, where drinking the King’s health, it was honoured with a quick volley of 
f-nall fhot, which was anfwered from the fort with the great ordnance, and then again 
concluded with a fecond velley of fmall fhot ; neither was the afternoon without mufic 
and dancing, and at night many huge bonfires of fweet wood. be 
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‘The Spaniards to exprefs their thankfultiefs at their departure, made a deed of gift 
to the governor of whatfoever he could recover of the wrecked fhip; but the fhips as 
they went out came fo dangeroufly upon a rock, that the poor Spaniards were fo dif. 
mayed, {wearing this place was onrinous unto them, efpecially the women, that defired 
rather to go afhore and die howfoever than adventure any further in fuch a labyrinth 
of dangers, but at laft fhe got clear without danger, and well to England; the other 
went to Virginia, wherein the governor fent two great chelts filled with all fuch kinds 
and forts of fruits and plants as their iflands had, as figs, pomegranates, oranges, 
lemons, fugar-canes, plantains, potatoes, papaws, ‘caffado roots, red pepper, the 
prickle-pear, and the like. The fhips thus difpatched, he goeth into the main, and 
fo out to fea to the Spanifh wreck. He had been there before prefently after her 
ruin, for never had fhip a more fudden death, being now fplit in pieces, all under 
water. He found fmall hope to recover any thing, fave a cable and an anchor, and 
two good facres ; but the wind was fo high, he was forced to return, being ten miles 
from the fhore, only with three murderers, which were known to be the fame Captain , 
Kendall had fold to Captain Kerby, whofe fhip was taken by two men of war of Car- 
thayena, the moft of his men flain or hanged, and he being wounded, died in the 
woods. Now their pilot being at this fervice, got thus thofe three murderers to their 
fhip, and their fhip thus to the Bermudas, as the Spaniards remaining related to the 
governor and others, 

Having raifed three fmall bulwarks at Southampton’s Fort, with two curtains and 
two ravelines, which indeed is only the true abfotute piece of fortification in the ifles 5 
Chriftmas being come, and the prefixed day of the affize, divers were whipped and 
burnt in the hand, only three young boys for ftealing were condemned, and at the 
very point of hanging, reprieved. ‘he governor then fent his lieutenant all over the 
main to diftribute arms to thofe were found moft fit to ufe them, and to give order 
for their rendezvous, which were hanged up in the church. About this time it chanced 
a pretty fecret to be difcovered to preferve their corn from the fly or weavel, which 
did in a manner as much hurt as the rats. For the year before having made a.pro- 
clamation that all corn fhould be gathered by a certain day, becaufe many lazy ‘perfons 
ran fo after the fhips, to get beer and aqua-vite, for which they will give any thing they 
have, much had been loft for want of gathering. This year having avery fair crop, 
fome of the inhabitants, none of the beft hufbands, haftily gathered it, for fear of the 
penalty, threw it in great heaps into their houfes unhufked, and fo let it lie four or five 
months, which was thought would have fpoiled it ; where the good hufbands hutked it, 
and with much labour hung it up, where the flies did fo blow on it, they increafed ta 
fo many weavels, they generally complained of great lofs: but thofe good fellows that . 
never cared but from hand to mouth, made their boafts, that not a grain of theirs had 
been touched nor hurt, there being no better way to preferve it than by letting it lie in 
its hufk, and {pare an infinite labour formerly had been ufed. There were alfo very 
luckily about this time found out divers places of frefh water, of which many of the 
forts were very deftitute, and the churchwardens and fidefmen were very bufy in core 
recting the prophaners of the fabbath, drunkards, gamefters, and fuch like. There 
came alfo from Virginia a fmall bark, with many thanks for the prefents fent them ; 
much aqua-vitz, oil, fack, and bricks, they brought in exchange of more fruits and 
plants, ducks, turkies, and limeftone, of which fhe had plenty, and fo returned. 
During the abode of the ftay of this fhip, the marriage of one of the Virgiria 
maids was confummated with a hufband fit for her, attended with more than one 
hundred guefts, and all the dainties for their dinner could be provided; they made 
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alfo another trial to fith for whales, bat it took no more effec than the former: this 
was done by the mafter of the Virginia fhip that profeffed much {kill that way, but 
having freighted his fhip with limeftone, with twenty thoufand weight of potatoes, and ” 
fuch things as he defired, returned for Virginia. 

April and May were {pent in building a {trong new prifon, and perfeGing fome of 
the fortifications, and by the labour of twenty men, in fourteen days was got from the 
Spanith wreck four excellent good facres, and mounted them at the forts. Then began 
the general affize, where not fewer than fifty civil, or rather, uncivil actions were 
handled, and twenty criminal prifoners brought to the bar ; fuch a multitude of fuch 
vile people were fent to this plantation, that he thought himfelf happy his time was fo 
near expired : three of the fouleft aéts were thefe; the firft for the rape of a married 
woman, which was acquitted by a fenfelef$ jury ; the fecond and the third for unnatural 
crimes, the one with a fow, the other with a boy, for which they were hanged; during the 
time of the imprifonment of this fecond criminal, a dunghill cock belonging to the fame 
man, did continually haunt a pig of his alfo, and to the wonder of all them that {aw it, 
who were many, did fo frequently tread the pig, as if it had been one of his hens, ‘that 
the pig languifhed and died within a while after, and then the cock reforted to the very 
fame fow (that this fellow was accufed for) in the very fame manner ; and as an addition 
to all this, about the fame time two chickens were hatched, the one whereof had two 
heads, the other crowed very loud and luftily within twelve hours after it was out of 
the fhell. A defperate fellow being to be arraigned for ftealing a turkey, rather than 
he would endure his trial, fecretly conveyed himfelf to fea in a little boat, and never 
fince was heard of, nor is he ever like to be, without an exceeding wonder, little lefs 
than a miracle. In June they made another trial about the Spanifh wreck, and re- 
covered another facre and a murderer; alfo he caufed to be hewed out of the main 
rock, a pair of large ftairs, for the convenient landing of goods and paffengers, a work 
much to the beauty and benefit of the town. With twenty chofen men, and two 
excellent divers, the governor went himfelf to the wreck Warwick, but they could 
recover but one murderer ; from thence he went to the Sea-adventure, the wreck of 
Sir George Summers ; the hull, though two or three fathoms in the water, they found 
unperifhed, and with much ado weighed a facre, her fheet-anchor, divers bars of iron 
and pigs of lead, which ftood the plantation in very great ftead. Towards the end of 
July, he went to feek for a wreck, they reported, lay under water, with her hatches 
fpiked up, but they could not find her, but from the Spanifh wreck lay there by, they 
weighed three fair facres more, and fo returned through the tribes to Saint George’s: 
fome were alfo employed to feek out beds of oyfters for pearl, fome they found, fome 
feed-pearl they got, but out of one little fhell, above all the reft, they got about one 
hundred and twenty fmall pearl, but fomewhat defective in their colour. 

The time of Captain Butler’s government drawing near an end, the colony prefented 
unto him. divers grievances, to intreat him to remember to the lords and company in 
England at his return : alfo they appointed two to_be joined with him, with letters of 
credence to folicit in their behalf thofe grievances following : firit, they were defrauded 
of the food of their fouls ; for being not fewer than one thoufand and five hundred 
people, difperfed in length twenty miles, they had at that prefent but one minifter, nor 
never had but two, and they fo fhortened of their promifes, that but only for mere 
pity they would have forfaken them, Secondly, neglected in the fafety of their lives, 
by wants of all forts of ammunition. “Thirdly, they had been cenfured, contrary to 
His Majefty’s laws, and not allowed them the benefit of their book, as they are in Eng- 
land, but by Captain Butler. Fourthly, they were: fruftrated of many of their coves 
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hants, and moft extremely pinched and undone by the extortion of the magazine, for 
although their tobacco was {tinted but at two fhillings and fixpence the pound, yet 
they pitched their commodities at what rate they pleafed. Fifthly, their fatherlefs 
children are left in little better condition than flaves; for if their parents die in debt, 
their children are made as bondmen till the debt be difcharged. Thele things being 
perfected, there grew a great queftion of one Heriot, for plotting of faCtions and abufing 
the governor, for which he was condemned to lofe his ears, yet he was ufed fo favour- 
ably, he loft but the part of one in all. . 

By this time it being grown paft the wonted feafon of the coming in of thips from 
England, after a general longing and expectation, efpecially of the governor, whofe 
commiffion being near upon expiration, gave him caufe to with for a mean of delivers 
ance from fo troublefome and thanklefs an employment as he had hitherto found it ; 
a failis difcovercd, and long it was not before fhe arrived in the King’s Caftle-Harbour ; 
this bark was fet out by two or three private men of the company, and having landed 
her fupplies, was to go for Virginia; by her the governor received certain advertife- 
ments of the carriage and behaviour of the Spaniards, which he had relieved, as you 
have heard, the year before ; that quite contrary both to his merit, their vow, and his 
own expectation, they made clamours againft him, the which being feconded by the 
Spanifh ambaffador, caufed the ftate to fall in examination about it; whereupon, 
having fully cleared their ingratitude and impudence, and being affured of the choice 
of a fucceflor that was to be expected within five or fix weeks, he was defirous to 
take the opportunity of this bark, and to vifit the colony in Virginia in his return for 
England: leaving the government to Captain Felgat, Captain Stokes, Mr. Lewis 
Hewes, Mr. Nedom and Mr. Ginner, but now his time being fully expired, and the 
fortifications finifhed, viz. the King’s Caftle, wherein were mounted upon fufficient 
platforms fixteen pieces of ordnance; in Charles Fort two; in Southampton Fort 
five ; betwixt which and the caftle paffeth the channel into the harbour, fecured by 
three and twenty pieces of good artillery to play upon ir. In Cowper's Ifle is Pem- 
brock’s Fort, where is two pieces. The channel of Saint George is guarded by Smith’s 
Fort, and Pagit’s Fort, in which are eleven pieces of ordnance. Saint George’s Town 
is half a league within the harbour, commanded by Warwick’s Fort, where there are 
three great pieces, and on the wharf before the governor’s houfe eight more, befides 
the warning piece by the mount, and three in Saint Katharines; fo that in all there 
are ten fortrefles, and two-and-fifty pieces of ordnance, fufficient and ferviceable : their 
forms and fituations you may fee more plainly defcribed in the map; and to defend 
thofe, he left one thoufand five hundred perfons, with near a hundred boats, and the ifle 
replenifhed with ftore of fuch fruits, provifions, and poultry, as is formerly related ; 
well, yet for fo departing and other occafions, much difference hath been betwixt him 
fome of the company, as any of his predeceflors, which I rather wifh were reconciled, 
than to bea reporter of fuch unprofitable diffentions, 

For 
Till treachery and fa&tion, and avarice be gone, 

Till envy and ambition, and backbiting be none, 
Till perjury and idlenefs, and injury be out, 
And truly till that villainy the worf of all that rout 7 


Unlefs thofe vices banifh’d be, whatever forts you have, 
A hundred walls together put will not have power to fave. 
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Mr. John Barnard fent to be Governor. 


_ TO fupply this place was fent by the noble adventurers John Barnard, a gentleman 
both of good means and quality, who arrived within eight days after Butler’s de- 
parture, with two fhips, and about one hundred and forty paflengers, with arms and 
ail forts of ammunition, and other provifions fufficient; during the time of his life, 
which was but fix weeks, in reforming all things he found detettive, he fhewed him- 
felf fo judicial and induftrious as gave great fatisfaction, and did generally promife vice 
was in great danger to be fuppreffed, and virtue and the plantation much advanced ; 
but fo it happened that both he and his wife died in fuch fhort time, they were both 
buried in one day and one grave, and Mr. John Harrifon chofen governor till further 
order came from England. 


What happened in the Government of Mr. John Harrifon. 


THEY are {till much troubled with a great fhort worm that devours their plants in 
the night, but all the day they lie hid in the ground, and though early in the morn- 
ing they kill fo many they would think there were no more, yet the next morning you 
thall find as many. ‘The caterpillars to their fruits are alfo as pernicious ; and the 
land-crabs in fome places are as thick in their burrows as conies ina warren, and do 
much hurt : befides all this, there happened this year a very heavy difafter, for a thip 
wherein there had been much fwearing and blafpheming ufed all the voyage, and 
landed what fhe had to leave in thofe ifles, jovially frolicking in their cups and 
tobacco, by accident fired the powder, that at the very inflant blew up the great 
cabin, and fome one way and fome another, it is a wonder to think how they could 
be fo blown out of the gun-room into the fea, where fome were taken up living fo 
pitifully burned, their lives were worfe than fo many deaths; fome died, and fome 
lived, but eighteen were loft at this fatal blaft, the thip alfo immediately funk with 
threefcore barrels of meal fent for Virginia, and all the other provifion in her was 
thus loft. ri 

Now how to confider how the Spaniards, French, and Datch, have been loft and 
preferved in thofe invincible ifles, yet never regarded them but as monuments of 
tmiferies, though at this prefent they all defire them. How Sir Thomas Gates and 
Sir George Summers being ready to fink in the fea were faved, what an incredible 
abundance of victuals they found; how it was firft planted by the Englith ; the 
ftrange increafe of rats, and their fudden departure ; the five men came from Eng- 
land in a boat; the efcape of Hilliard, and the reft of thofe accidents there happened, 
a man would think it a tabernacle of miracles, and the world’s wonder, that frora 
fuch a paradife of admiration who would think fhould {pring fuch wonders of afflictions, 
as are only fit to be facrificed upon the higheft altars of forrow, thus to be fet upon the 
higheft pinnacles of content, and prefently thrown down to the loweft degree of ex- 
tremity, as you fee have been the yearly fucceedings of thofe plantations, the which 
to overcome, as it is an incomparable honour, fo it can be no difhonour if aman do 
mifcarry by unfortunate accidents in fuch honourable ations, the which renown and 
virtue to attain hath caufed fo many attempts by divers nations befides ours even to 
nafs through the very amazement of adventure:. Upon the relation of this news the 
company hath fent one Captain Woodhoufe, a gentleman of good repute and great 
experience in the wars, and no lefs provident than induftrious and valiant, then 
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returned report all goeth well there. It is too true in the abfence of the noble trea- 
furer, Sir Edward Sackvill, now Earl of Dorfet, there have been fuch complaints 
betwixt the planters and the company, that by command the Lords appointed Sir 
Thomas Smith again treafurer, that fince then according to their order of Court, he 
is alfo eleGted, where now we mutt leave them all to their good fortune and fuccefs, 


til we hear further of their fortunate proceedings, 


( 206 } 


THE 


GENERAL HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND, 





(CONCERNING this hiftory you are to underftand the letters patents granted by 

His Majefty in 1606, for the limitation of Virginia, did extend from thirty-four to 
forty-four, which was divided in two parts, namely, the firft colony and the fecond : 
the firft was to the honourable city of London, and fuch as would adventure with 
them to difcover and take their choice where they would, betwixt the degrees of 34 
and 41. The fecond was appropriated to the citics of Briftol, Exeter, and Plymouth, 
&c., and the weft parts of England, and all thofe that would adventure and join with 
them, and they might make their choice any where betwixt the degrees of 38 and 44, 
provided there fhould be at leaft one hundred miles diftance betwixt thefe two colonies, 
each of which had laws, privileges, and authority for the government and advancing 
their feveral plantations alike. Now this part of Amexica hath formerly been called. 
Norumbega, Virginia, Nufkoncus, Penaquida, Canada, and fuch other names as thofe 
that ranged the coaft pleafed. But becaufe it was fo mountainous, rocky, and full of 
ifles, few have adventured much to trouble it, but as is formerly related; notwith. 
ftanding, that honourable patron of virtue, Sir John Popham, Lord Chief Juftice of 
England, in the year 1606, procured means and men to poffefs it, and fent Captain 
George Popham for prefident, Captain Rawley Gilbert for admiral, Captain Edward 
Harlow, majfter of the ordnance, Captain Robert Davis, ferjeant-major, Captain Elis 
Beft, marfhal, Mr. Seaman, fecretary, Captain James Davis to be captain of the fort, 
Mr. Gome Carew, chief fearcher: all thofe were of the council, who with fome hun- 
dreds more were to ftay in the country : they fet fail from Plymouth the laft of May, 
and fell with Monahigen the 11th of Auguft. At Sagadahock, nine or ten leagues 
fouthward, they planted themfelves at the mouth of a fair navigable river, but the 
coalt all thereabouts moft extreme ftony and rocky: that extreme frozen winter was 
fo cold they could not range nor fearch the country, and their provifion fo {mall, they 
were glad to fend all but forty-five of their company back again: their noble prefident, 
Captain Popham, died, and not long after arrived two fhips well provided of all necef- 
faries to fupply them, and fome fmall time after another, by whom underftanding of 
the death of the Lord Chief Juftice, and alfo of Sir John Gilbert, whofe lands there 
the prefident Rawley Gilbert was to poffefs according to the adventurers’ direétions, 
finding nothing but extreme extremities, they all returned for England in the year 
1608 ; and thus this plantation was begun and ended in one year, and the country 
efteemed as a cold, barren, mountainous, rocky defart. 

- Notwithftanding, the Right Honourable Henry, Earl of Southampton, and thofe of 
the Ifle of Wight, employed Captain Edward Harlow to difcover an ifle fuppofed 
about Cape Cod; but they found their plots had much abufed them, for falling with 
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Monahigan, they found only Cape Cod no ifle but the main, there they detained three 
favages aboard them, called Pechmo, Monopet, and Pekenimne, but Pechmo leaped. 
overboard and got away, and not long after with his conforts cut their boat from their 
ftern, got her on fhore, and fo filled her with fand, and guarded her with bows and. 
arrows, the Englifh loft her: not far from thence they had three men forely wounded 
with arrows. Anchoring at the Ile of Nohono, the favages in their canoes affaulted 
the fhip till the Englifh guns made them retire, yet here they took Sakawefton, that 
after he had lived many years in England went a foldier to the wars of Bohemia. At 
Capawe they took Coneconam and Epenow, but the people at Agawom ufed them 
kindly, fo with five favages they returned for England, yet Sir Francis Popham fent 
divers times one Captain Williams to Monahigan only to trade and make core fith, 
but for any plantations there was no more fpecches. For all this, as I liked Virginia 
well, though not their proceedings, fo I defired alfo to fee this country, and {pend 
fome time in trying what I could find for all thofe ill rumours and difafters. 


From the relations of Captain Epnwarp HarLow 
and divers others. 


In the month of April 1614, at the charge of Captain Marmaduke Roydon, Cap- 
tain George Langam, Mr. John Buley and Mr. William Skelton, with two fhips from: 
London, I chanced to arrive at Monahigan an ifle of America, in 434 of northerly 
latitude: our plot was there to take whales, for which we had one Samuel. Cramton 
and divers others expert in that faculty, and alfo to -make trials of a mine of gold and 
copper ; if thofe failed, fifth and furs were then our refuge to make ourfelves favers 
howfoever: we found this whale-fifhing a coftly conclufion, we faw many and fpent 
much time in chafing them, but could not kill any, they being a kind of imbartes, 
‘and not the whale that yields fins and oil, as we expected; for our gold it was rather 
the mafter’s device to get a voyage that projected it, than any knowledge he had at all 
of any fuch matter; fifh and furs were now our guard, and by our late arrival and. 
long lingering about the whale, the prime of both thofe feafons were palt ere we per- 
ceived it, we thinking that their feafons ferved at all times, but we found it otherwife,, 
for by the midit of June the fifhing failed, yet in July and Auguft fome were taken, 
but not fufficient to defray fo great a charge as our ftay required: of dry fifh we- 
made about forty thoufand, of cor-fifh about feven thoufand. Whilft the failors 
fithed, myfelf with eight others of them might beft be fpared, ranging the coaft in a 
fmall boat, we got for trifles near eleven thoufand beaver-fkins, one hundred martins, , 
as many otters, and the moft of them within the diftance of twenty. leagues: we 
ranged the coaft both eaft and weft much further, but eaftward our commoditics were 
not efteemed, they were fo near the French who afforded them better, with whom the 
favages had fuch commerce that only by trade they made exceeding great voyages, 
though they were without the limits of our precinéts: during the time we tried thofe 
conclufions, not knowing the coaft, nor favages’ habitations: with thefe furs, the- 
train oil and cor-fifh, I returned for England in the bark, where within. fix months 
after our departure from the Downs, we fafely arrived back. the belt.of this fith was 
fold for five pounds the hundred, the reft by ill ufage betwixt <hree pounds and fifty. 
fhillings. The other fhip ftaid to Gt herfelf for Spain with the dry fith which was 
fold at Maligo at forty rials the quintal, each hundred weighing two quintals and a. 
half, But one Thomas Hunt the matter of this fhip, (when I was gone) thinking to 

prevent 


208 SMITH’s NEW ENGLAND. ~ 


prevent that intent I had to make there a plantation, thereby to keep this abounding 
country ftill in obfcurity, that only he and fome few merchants more might enjoy 
wholly the benefit of the trade and profit of this country, betrayed’ four-and-twenty 
of thofe poor favages aboard his fhip, and moft difhoneitly and inhumanly for their 
kind ufage of me and all our men, carried them with him to Maligo, and there for a 
little private gain fold thofe filly favages for rials of eight; but this wild a& kept him 
ever after from any more employment to thofe parts. Now becaufe at this time I 
had taken a draught of the coaft, and called it New England, yet fo long he and his 
conforts drowned that name with the echo of Cannaday, and fome other fhips from 
other parts alfo, that upon this good return the next year went thither, that at laft I 
prefented this difcourfe with the map, to our Moft Gracious Prince Charles, humbly 
entreating His Highnefs he would pleafe to change their barbarous names for fuch 
Englifh as pofterity might fay Prince Charles was their godfather, which for your 
better underftanding both of this difcourfe and the map, perufe this {chedule, which 


will plainly thew you the correfpondency of the old names to the new, as His Highnefs 
named them. aut ee 


The old Names. The new Names. 
CapeCod  - ss - Cape James. 
The Harbour at Cape Cod Milforth Haven, 


Chawum - - - - Berwick. 
Accomack == - “ 2» Plymouth. F 
Sagoquas - -  - . Oxford. 
Maflachufet’s Mount - - - Chevit Hills. 
Maflachufet’s River - - - Charles River. 
Totan - - - - - - Falmouth. 

A great Bay by Cape Anne + - Briftol. 

Cape Tragabigfanda - - « Cape Anne. 
Naembeck —- - - ~ - Barnftaple. 
Aggawom - - - - - Southampton. 
Smith’s Ifles  « - - - - Smith’s Ifles. 
Paffataquack - - - - Hull. 
Accominticus - - - - Bofton. 
Saffanow’s Mount - - Je - Snowdon Hilt. 
Sowocatuck + - - - - Ip{wich. 
Bahanna - - - - - Dartmouth, 

A good harbour within that Bay - Sandwich. 
Ancocifcos Mount - - - - Shuter’s Hill, 
Ancocifco - - - - - The Bafe. 
Anmoughcawgen + - - - Cambridge. 
Kenebecka ss - - - - Edinburgh. 
Sagadahock + eos - oe Leith. 
Pemmyquid - - - - Saint John’s Town, 
Segocket - - - - - Norwich. 
Mecadacut - - - - - Dunbarton, 
Pennobfcot = - - - - Aberdeen. 
Nufket - - - - = » Low Mounds. 


Thofe 
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Thofe being omitted, I named myfelf : 


The old Names. The uew Names. 
Monahigan~ - - - - Bartie’s Hes. 
Matinack - - - - - Willoughby’s Hfles. 
Metinccus - - . . - Haughton’s Iles, 


The reft of the names in the map, are places that had no names we did know. 


But to continue the hiftory fucceedingly as near with the day and year as may be. 
Returning in the bark, as is faid, it was my il chance to put in at Plymouth, where 
imparting thofe my purpofes to divers I thought my friends, whom as I fuppofed were 
interefted in the dead patent of this unregarded country, I was fo encouraged and 
aflured to have the managing their authority in thofe parts during my life, and fuch 
large promifes, that I engaged myfelf to undertake it for them. Arriving at London, 
though fome malicious perfons fuggefted there was no fuch matter to be had in that fo 
bad abandoned country, for if there had, others could have found it fo well as I; theree 
fore it was to be fufpeéted I had robbed the Frenchmen in New France or Canada, and 
the merchants fet me forth feemed not to regard it; yet I found fo many promifed me 
fuch afliftance, that I entertained Michael Couper the matter of the bark, that returned 
with me and others of the company ; how he dealt with others, or others with him, I 
know not; but my public proceeding gave fuch encouragement, that it became-fo well 
apprehended by fome few of the Virginia Company, as thofe projects for fithing only | 
was fo well liked, they furnifhed Couper with four good fhips to fea, before they at 
Plymouth had made any provifion at all for me; but only a fmall bark fet out by them 
of the Iile of Wight. Some of Plymouth, and divers gentlemen of the weft country, 
a little before I returned from New England, in fearch for a mine of gold about an ifle 
called Capawuck, fouthwards from the fhoals of Cape James, as they were informed 
by a favage called Epenew ; that having deluded them, as it feems, thus to get home, 
feeing they kept him as a prifoner in his own country, and before his friends, being a 
man of fo great a ftature, he was fhewed up and down London for money as a wonder, 
and it feems of no lefs courage and authority, than of wit, ftrength, and proportion ; 
for fo well he had contrived his bufinefs, as many reported he intended to have fur. 
prized the thip; but feeing it could not be effected to. his hiking, before themall he 
leaped overboard. Many thot they made at him, thinking they had flain him, but fo 
refolute they were to recover his body, the matter of the fbip was wounded, and many 
of his company ; and thus they loft him, and not knowing more what to do, returned 
again to England with nothing, which fo had difcouraged all your weft-country men, 
they neither regarded much their promifes, and as little either me or the country, till 
they faw the London fhips gone and me in Plymouth according to my promife, as here- 
after fhall be related. 

T muft confefs I was beholden to the fetters forth of the four fhips that went with 
Couper, in that they offered me that employment if I would accept it; and I find ftill 
my refufal incurred fome of their difpleafures, whofe love and favour I exceedingly 
defired ; and though they do cenfure me oppofite to their procerdings, they fhall yet 
ftill in all my words and deeds find, it is their error, not my fault that occafions their 
diflike; for having engaged myfelf in this bufinefs to the weft country, I had been very 
difhoneft_ to have broke my promife, nor will I {pend more time in difcovery or fith- 
ing, tll Imay go with a company for a plantation ; for I know my grounds, yet every 
one to whom I tell them, or that reads this book, cannot put it in pradtice, though it 
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may help any that hath feen or not feen to know much of thofe parts ; and though they 
endeavour to work me out of my own defigns, I will not much envy their fortunes ; 
but I would be forry their intruding ignorance fhould by their defailments, bring 
thofe certainties to doubtfulnefs. So that the bufinefs profper I have my defire, be 
itby whomfoever that are true fubje€ts to our King and country : the good of my 
country is that I feek, and there is more than enough for all, if they could be con- 
tented. : : 

ew England is that part of America in the ocean fea, oppofite to Nova Albion in 
the fouth fea, difcovered by the moft memorable Sir Francis Drake in his voyage about 
the world, in regard whereof this is {tyled New England, being in the fame latitude 
New France of it is northward, fouthward is Virginia, and all the adjoining continent 
with New Granada, New Spain, Mew Bndalufia, and the Weft Indies. Now becaufe 
T have been fo oft afked fuch ftrange queftions of the goodnefs and greatnefs of thofe 
fpacious tracts of land, how ihey can be thus long unknown, or not poflefled by the 
Spaniards, and many fuch tike demands ; I entreat your pardon if I chance to be too 
plain or tedious in revating my knowledge for plain men’s fatisfaction. 

Florida is the next edjoining to the Indies, which unprofperoufly was attempted to be 
planted by the ¥reach, a country farbigger than England, Scotland, France and Ire- 
land, yet little known to any Chriftian, but by the wonderful endeavours of Ferdinando 
de Soto, « valiant Spaniard, whole writings in this age is the beit guide known to fearch 
thofe parts. 

Virginia isno ie, 2s mzny do imagine, but part of the continent adjoining to Florida, 
whofe bounds may be ftretcked to the magnitude thereof, without offence to an 
Chriftian inhabitant, for from the degrees of thirty to forty-eight, His Majefty hath now. 
enlarged his letters patent. The coalt extending fouth-welt and north-eait about fixteen 
or feventeen hundred miles, bat zo follow it aboard, the fhore may well be three thou- 
fand miles at the leaft ; of v-hich twenty miles 's the moft gives entrance into the Bay 
of Chefapeak, where isthe London plantation, within which isa country, as you may 
perceive by the map, of that little I difcovered, may well fuftice three hundred thou- 
fand people to inhabit ; but of it, and the difcoveries of Sir Ralph Laine and Mr. 
Heriot, Captain Gofnold, end Captain Waymouth, they have writ fo largely, that 
pofterity may be bettered by the fruits of theirlabour. But for divers others that have 
ranged thofe parts fince, efpecially this country now called New England, within a 
kenning fometimes of the fhore ; fome touching in one place, fome in another ; I muft 
entreat them pardon me fer omitting them, or if I offend in faying, that their true 
deferiptions were concealed, or never were well obferved, or died with the authors, 
fo that the coatt is yet {till but even as a coaft unknown and undifcovered. I have 
had fix er feven feveral plots of thofe northern parts, fo unlike each to other, or res 
femblance of the country, as they did me no more good than fo much wafte paper, 
though they coft me more; it may be it was not my chance to fee the beft ; but left 
others may be deceived as I was, or through dangerous ignorance hazard themfelves as 
T did, L have drawn a map from point ‘to point, ifle to ifle, and harbour to harbour, 
with the foundings, fands, rocks, and land-marks, as I paffed clofe aboard the fhore 
ina little boat ; although there be many things to be obferved, which the hafte of other 
affairs did caufe me to omit: for being fent more to get prefent commodities, than 
kiowlcdge of any difcoveries for any future good, I had not power to, fearch as I 

_ would ; yet it will ferve to direct any fhal! go that way to fafe harbours and the favages 
habitations ; what merchandize and commodities for their labours they may find, this 
following difcourte fhall plainly demonftrate. 





Thus 
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~ Thus you may fee of thefe three thoufand miles more than half is yet unknown to 
any purpofe, no not fo much as the borders of the fea are, yet certainly difcovered : as 
for the goodnefs and true fubftance of the land, we are for moft part yet altogether 
ignorant of them, unlefs it be thofe parts about.the Bay of Chefapeak and: Sagadahock, 
but only bere and there where we have touched or feen a little, the edges of thofe large 
dominions which do ftretch themfelves into the main, God doth know how many thou- 
fand miles, whereof we can yet no more judge, than a ftranger that faileth betwixt 
England and France, can defcribe the harbours and dangers by landing here or there 
in fome river or bay, tell thereby the goodneis and fubftance of Spain, Italy, Germany, 
Bohemia, Hungary, and the reft; nay, there are many have lived forty years in Lon- 
don, and yet have fearce been ten miles out of the city: fo arc there many have been 
in Virginia may years, and in New England many times, that do know little more 
than the place they do inhabit, or the port where they fifhed ; and when they come 
home, they will undertake they know all Virginia and New England, as if they were 
but two pariihes or little iflands. By «bis you may perceive how much they err, that 
think every ore that hath been in Virginia or New England, underftandeth or knoweth 
what either of them are; or that the Spaniards know one half quarter of thofe large 
territories they poffefs 5 no, not fo much as the true circumference of Terra Incognita, 
whofe large dominions may equatize the goodnefs and greatnefs of America for any 
thing yet known. _Iis ftrange with what {mall power he doth range in the Eaft Indies, 
and few will underftand the truth of his ftrength in America ; where having fo much 
‘to keep with fuch a pampered force, they need not greatly fear his fury in Sommer 
Ifles, Virginia, or New England, beyond whofe bounds Anierica doth ftretch many 
thoufand miles. Into the frozen parts whereof, one Mr, Hutfon an Englifh mariner, 
did make the greateft difcovery of any Chriftian I know, where he unfortunately 
was left by his cowardly company, for his exceeding deferts, to end and die a moft 
miferable death. 

For Africa, had not the induftrious Portuguefe ranged her unknown parts, who 
would have fought for wealth amongft thofe fried regions of black brutith negroes, 
where notwithftanding all their wealth and admirable adventures and endeavours more 
than one hundred and forty years, they know not one-third part of thofe black habita- 
tions. But it is not a.work for every one to manage {uch an affair, as make a difco- 
very and planta colony; it requires all the beft parts of art, judgment, courage, 
honefty, conftancy, diligence, and induftry, to do but near well; fome are more 
proper for one thing than another, and therein beft to be employed ; and nothing 
breeds more confufion than mifplacing and mifemploying men in their undertakings. 
Columbus, Cortes, Pizarro, Zoto, Magilanus, and the reft ferved more than an 
apprenticefhip to learn how to begin their moft memorable attempts in the Welt Indies, 
which, to the wonder of all ages, fuccefsfully they effeted, when many hundreds of 
others, far above them in the world’s opinion, being initracted but by relation, came to 
fhame and confufion in actions of fmall moment, who doubtlels in other matters were 
both wile, difcreet, generous and courageous. I fay not this to detract any thing 
from their incomparable merits, but to anfwer thofe queftionlefs queftions, that keep 
us back ffom imitating the worthinels of their brave fpirits, that advanced themfelves 
from poor foldiers to great captains, their pofterity to great loras, their King ta be one 
of the greateft potentates on earth, and the fruits of their labours his greateft power, 
glory, and renown. | 7 
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The Defcription of New England. 


THAT part we call New England is betwixt the degrees of forty-one and forty. . 
five, the very mean betwixt the north pole and the line ; but that part tnis difcourfe 
fpeaketh of, ftretcheth but from Penobfeot to Cape Cod, fome feventy-five leagues 
by aright line diftant each from other ; within which bounds I have feen at leaft forty 
feveral habitations upon the fea coaft, and founded about five-and-twenty excellent 
good harbours, in many whereof there is anchorage for five hundred fail of fhips of any 
burden; in fome of them for one thoufand, and more than two hundred ifies over- 
grown with good timber of divers forts of wood, which do make fo many harbours, 
as required a longer time than I had to be well obferved. 

The principal habitation northward we were at, was Penobfcot: fouthward along the 
coaft and up the rivers, we found Mecadacut, Segocket, Pemaquid, Nufcoucus, 
Sagadahock, Aumoughcowgen, and Kenebeke ; and to thofe countries belong the 
people of Segotago, Paghhuntanuck, Pocopaflum, Taughtanakagnet, Warbigganus, 
Naflaque, Mafherofqueck, Wawrigweck, Mofhoquen, Wakcogo, Pafharanack, &c. 
To thefe are allied in confederacy, the countries of Ancocifco, Accomynticus, Paffata- 
quack, Aggawom, and Naemkeck : all thefe for any thing I could perceive, differ 
little in language, fafhion, or government, though moft of them be lords of them- 
felves, yet they hold the Bathabes of Penobicot the chief and greateft amongft 
them. 

The next I can remember by name, are Mattahunts, two pleafant ifles of groves, 
gardens, and corn fields a league in the fea from the main, ‘Then Totant, Maffachu- 
fet, Topent, Secaflaw, Totheet, Nafnocomacack, Accomack, Chawum, Patuxet, 
Maffafoyts, Pakanokick; then Cape Cod, by which is Pawmet and the ifle Nawfet, 
of the language and alliance of them of Chawum ; the others are called Maffachufets, 
and differ fomewhat in language, cuftom, and condition: for their trade and mer- 
chandize, to each of their principal families or habitations, they have divers towns and 
people belonging, and by their relations and defcriptions, more than twenty feveral 
habitations and rivers that ftretch themfelves far into the country, even to the borders 
of divers great lakes, where they kill and take moft of their otters from Penobfcot to 
Sagadahoc. This coaft is mountainous, and ifles of huge rocks, but overgrown for 
moft part with moft forts of excellent good woods, for building houfes, boats, barks 
or fhips, with an incredible abundance of moft forts of fith, much fowl, and fundry 
forts of good fruits for man’s ufe. 

Betwixt Sagadahock and Sowocatuck, there is but two or three fandy bays, but 
betwixt that and Cape James very many ; efpecially the coaft of the Maffachufets is fo 
indifferently mixed with high clay or fandy clifts in one place, and the traéts of 
large long ledges of divers forts, and quarries of {tones in other places, fo ftrangely di- 
vided with tinctured veins of divers colours ; as free-{tone for building, flate for tili:g, 
fmooth ftone to make furnaces and forges for glafs and iron, and iron ore fufficierit 
conveniently to melt in them ; but the moft part fo refembleth the coaft of Devon~ 
thire, I think moft of the clifts would make fuch lime-ftone; if they be not of thefe 
qualities, they are fo like they may deceive a better judgment than mine: all which 
are fo near adjoining to thofe other advantages I obferved in thefe parts, that if the ore 
prove as good iron and fteel in thofe parts as I know it is within the bounds of the coun- 
try, Idare engage my head (having but men fkilful to work the fitnples there growing) 


to have all things belonging to the building and rigging of fhips of any proportion and 
8 good 
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good merchandize for their freight, within a fquare of ten or fourteen leagues, and it 
. were no hard matter to prove it within a lefs limitation. 

‘And furely by veafon of thofe fandy clifts and clifis of rocks, both. which we faw fo 
planted with gardens and corn-fields, and fo well inhabited with a goodly, ftrong, and 
well-proportioned people, befides the greatnefs of the timber growing on them, the 
greatuefs of the fifh, and the moderate temper of the air (for of five-and-forty not a 
man was fick but two, that were many years difeafed before they went, notwithftand- 
ing our bad lodging and accidental diet), who can but approve this a moft excellent 
place, both for health and fertility: and of all the four parts of the world I have yet 
feen not inhabited, could | have but means to tranfport a colony, I would rather live 
here than any where ; and if it did not maintain itfelf, were we but once indifferently 
well fitted, let us ftarve. 

The main ftaple from hence to be extraéted for the prefent, to produce the reft, is 
fith, which howbeit may feem a mean and a bafe commodity, yet who will but truly 
take the pains and confider the fequel, I think will allow it well worth the labour. Itis 
ftrange to fee, what great adventures thehopes of fetting forth men of war to rob the- 
induitrious innocent would procure, or fuch mafly promifes in grofs, though more are 
choaked than well fed by fuch hafty hopes. But who doth not know that the poor 
Hollanders, chiefly by fithing at a great charge and labour in al! weathers in the open fea, 
are made a people fo hardy and induftrious, and by the venting this poor commodity’ 
to the Eafterlings for as mean, which is wood, flax, pitch, tar, rofin, cordage, and 
fuch like, which they exchange again to the French, Spaniards, Portugueze, and 
Englith, &c. for what they want, are made fo mighty, ftrong, and rich, as no ftate but 
Venice, of twice their magnitude, is fo'well furnifhed with fo many fair cities, goodly 
towns, {trong fortrefles, and that abundance of thipping and all forts of merchandize,. 
as well of gold, filver, pearls, diamonds, precious ftones, filks, velvets, and cloth 
of gold, as fifh, pitch, wood, or fuch grofs commodities? What voyages and difco- 
veries, eaft and weft, north and fouth, yea, about the world, make they? What an- 
army by fea and land have they long maintained, in defpite of one of the greateft 
princes of the world; and never could the Spaniard,*with all his mines of gold and 
filver, pay his debts, his friends, and army, half fo truly as the Hollanders ftill have 
done by this contemptible trade of fifh. Divers (I know) may alledge many other- 
affitances; but this is the chiefeft mine, and the fea the fource of thofe filver ftreams. 
of all their virtue, which-hath made them now the very miracle of induftry, the only 
pattern of perfection for thefe affairs; and the benefit of filhing is that primum mobile 
that turns all their {pheres to this height, of plenty, ftrength, honour, and exceeding 
great admiration. 

Herring, cod, and ling is that triplicity that makes their wealth and fhipping multi. 
plicity fuch as it is; and trom which (few would think it) they fhould draw fo many: 
millions yearly as they do, as more in particular in the trials of New England you 
may fee; and fuch an incredible number of fhips, that breeds them fo many failers, 
mariners, foldicrs, and merchants, never to be wrought out of that trade, and fit for 
any other. I will not deny but others may gain as well as they that will ufe it, though 
not fo certainly nor fo much in quantity, for want of experience ; and this herring they 
take upon the coaft of England and Scotland, their cod and ling upon the coaft of 
Tceland and in the North feas, if we confider what gains the Hamburghans, the Bif- 
cayners, and the French make by fithing ; nay, but how many thoufands this fifty cr 
fixty years have been maintained by Newfoundland, where they take nothing but {mall: 


cod whereof the greateft they make cor-fifh, and the reft is hard dried, which we call. 
poox: 
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‘poor-john, would amaze a man with wonder. If then from all thofe parts fuch pains 
is taken for this poor gain of fith, efpecially by the Hollanders, that hath but little 
of their own, for building of fhips and fetting them to fea; but at the fecond, third, 
fourth, or fifth hand, drawn from fo many parts of the world ere they come together 
to be ufed in thofe voyages: if thefe (I fay) can gain, why thould we more doubt 
than they ; but do much better, that may have moft of all thofe things at our doors 
for taking and making, and here are no hard landlords to rack us with high rents, or 
extorting fines, nor tedious pleas in law to confume us with their many years difputa. 
tion for juftice; no multitudes to occafion fach impediments to good order as in 
popular ftates: fo freely hath God and His Majefty beltowed thofe bleflings on them 
will attempt to obtain them, as here every man be matter of his own labour and Jand, 
or the greateft part (if His Majefly’s rSyal meaning be not abufed), and if he have 
nothing but his hands, he may fet up his trade; and by induftry quickly grow rich, 
fpending but half that time well, which in England we abufe ia iticnefs, worfe, or as 
ill, Here is ground as good as any lieth in the height of forty-one, forty-two, forty. 
three, &c., which is as temperate and as fruitiul as any other parallel in the worl, 

As for example, on this fide the line, weft of it in the South Sea, is Nova Albion, 
difcovered, as is faid, by Sir Francis Drake : eaft from it js the moft temperate part of 
Portugal, the ancient kingdoms of Galicia, Bifeay, Navarre, Arragon, Catalonia, 
Caltillia the Old, and the moft moderate of Caftillia the New, and Valencia, which is 
the greateft part of Spain, which, if the hiftories be true, in the Roman’s time 
abounded no lefs with gold and filver mines, than now the Weft Indies, the Romans 
then ufing the Spaniards to work in thofe mines, as now the Spaniards do the Indians, 
In France, the provinces of Gafcony, Languedock, Avignon, Provence, Dauphiny, 
Pyamont, and Turenne, are in the fame parallel, which are the beft and richeft parts 
of France. In Italy the provinces of Genoa, Lombardy, and Verona, with a great 
part of the moft famous ftate of Venice, the dukedoms of Bononia, Mantua, Fer. 
rara, Ravenna, Bolognia, Florence, Pifa, Sienna, Urbina, Ancona, and the ancient 
city and country of Rome, with a great part of the kingdom of Naples. In Scla- 
vonia, Iftria and Dalmatia, with the kingdoms of Albania. In Grecia, thofe famous 
kingdoms of Macedonia, Bullulgaria, Theffalia, Thracia, or Romania, where is feated 
the moft pleafant and plentiful city in Europe, Conftantinople. 

In Afia, in the fame latitude, are the temperateft parts of Natolia, Armenia, Perfia, 
and China, befides divers other large countries and kingdoms in thofe moft mild and 
temperate regions of Afia, Southward in the fame height is the richeft of gold mines, 
Chili and Baldinia, and the mouth of the Great river Plate, &c., for all the reft of 
the world in that height is unknown. Befides thefe reafons, mine own eyes that have 
feen a great part of thofe cities and their kingdoms (as well as it) can find no advantage 
they have in nature but this, they are beautified by the long labour and diligence of 
induftrious people and art; this is only as God made it when he created the world ; 
therefore I conclude, if the heart and entrails of thofe regions were fought, if their 
land were cultured, planted, and manured by men of induftry, judgment, and expe. 
rience ; what hope is there, or what need they doubt, having the advantages of the 
fea, but it might equalize any of thefe famous kingdoms in all commodities, plea- 
fures, and conditions, freeing even the very hedges do naturally afford us fuch plenty, 
as no fhip need return away empty, and only ufe but the feafon of the fea-fith will return 
an honeft gain, befides all other advantages, her treafures having yet never been opened, 
nor her originals, watted, confumed, nor abufed. 
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parts that want, with herring, ling, and wet cod ; the Eafterlings, a great part of Europe 
with fturgeon and caviare, as the Black Sea doth Grecia, Podolia, Segovia, Natolia, 
and the Hellefpont. Cape Blank, Spain, Portugal, and the Levant with mullet and 
puttargo. Newfoundland, the moft part of the chief fouthern ports in Europe with 
a thin poor-john, which hath been fo long fo much overlaid with fifhers, as the fith- 
ing decayeth, fo that many oft times are conftrained to return with a fmall freight. 
Norway and Poland affords pitch and tar, mafts and yards; Sweden and Ruffia, iron 
and ropes; France and Spain, canvas, wine, fteel, iron, and oil; Italy and Greece, 
filks and fruits. I dare boldly fay, becaufe I have feen naturally growing or breeding 
in thofe parts the fame materials that ali thefe are made of, they may as well be had 
here, or the moft part of them, within the diitance of feventy leagues for fome few 
ages, as from all thofe parts, ufing but the famc means to have them that they do; 
but furely in Virginia their moft tender and daintieft fruits or commodities would be 
as perfect as theirs, by reafon of the heat, if not in New England, and with all thofe 
advantages. 

Firft, the ground is fo fertile, that quefionlefs it is capable of producing any grain, 
fruits, or feeds you will fow or plant, growing in the regions aforenamed ; but it may 
not be to that perfection of delicacy, becaufe the fummer is not fo hot, and the winter 
is more cold in thofe parts we have yet tried near the fea-fide, than we find in the fame 
height in Europe or Afia; yet I made a garden upon the top of a rocky ifle, in three- 
and-forty degrees and an hall, four leagues from the main in May, that grew fo well, as it 
ferved us for fatlads in June and July. All forts of cattle may here be bred and fed in 
the ifles or persfulas fecurely for nothing. In the interim, till they increafe (if need. 
be) obferviag the feafons, I durft undertake to have corn enough from the favages for 
three hundred men, for a few trifles; and if they fhould be untoward, as it is moft certain. 
they will, thirty or forty gocd men will be fuflicient to bring them all in fubjedtion,. 
and make this provifion, if they underftand what to do; two hundred whereof may 
eight or nine months in the year be employed in helping the fifhermen, tll the reft: 
provide other neceflaries, fit to furnifh us with other commodities. 

In March, April, May, and half June, here is cod in abundance; in May, June, 
July, and -Auguft, mullet and fturgeon, whofe roes does make caviary and puttargo,. 
herring if any defire them ; I have taken many out of the beilies of cods, fome in nets 5 
but the favages compare the {tore in the fea with the hairs of their heads ; and furely 
there are an incredible abundance upon this coait. In the end of Auguft, September,. 
O€ober, and November, yeu may have cod again to make core-fifh or poor-john: hake: 
you may have when the cod fails in fummer, if you will fifh in the night, which is 
better than cod. Now each hundred you take here is as good as two or three hun 
dred in Newfoundland ; fo that half the labour in hooking, fplitting and towing is faved : 

_ and you may have your fifh at what market you will, before they have any in New. 
foundland, where their fifhing is chicfly but in June and July, where it is here 
in March, April, May, Sepiember, October, and November, as is fatd; fo that 
by reafon of this plantation, the merchants may have their freight both out and home, 
which yield an advantage worth confideration. Your core filh you may in like manner 
tranfport ac you fee caufe, to ferve the ports in Portugal, as Lifbon, Avera, Porta-Port, 
and divers others (or what market you pleafe), before your_iflanders return: they 
being tied to the feafon in the open fea, and you having a double feafon, and. fifhing 
before your doors, may every night fleep quietly afhore with good cheer, and what fires 
you will, or when you pleafe, with your wives snd family: they oaly and their fhips 
in the main ocean, that muit carry and contain ail they uie, befides their freight. The: 
mullets here are in that abundance you -may take them with nets fometimes by hun-. 

dreds,. 
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dreds, where at Cape Blank they hook them; yet thofe are but a foot and a half in 
length ; thefe two, three, or four, as oft I have meafured, which makes. me fufpe& they ~ 
are fome other kind of fith, though they feem the fame, both in fafhion and good~ 
nefs. Much falmon fome have found up the rivers as they have paffed, and here the air 
is fo temperate as all thefe at any time may be preferved. Now, young boys and girls, 
favages, or any other, be they never fuch idlers, may turn, carry, or return a fith, 
without either fhame, or any great pain: he is very idle, that is paft twelve years of 
age, and cannot do fo much; and fhe is very old, that cannot fpin a threadto make 
engines to catch a fifh. 

For their tranfportation, the fhips that go there to fifh may tranfport the firft; who 
for their paflage will fpare the charge of double manning their fhips, which they muft 
do in Newfoundland to get their freight; but one-third part of that company are only 
proper to ferve a flage, carry a barrow, and turn poor-john; notwithftanding, they 
mutt have meat, drink, clothes, and paflage, fo well as the reft. Now all I defire is 
but this, that thofe that voluntarily will fend fhipping, fhould make here the belt 
choice they can, or accept fuch as fhall be prefented them to ferve them at that rate : 
and their fhips returning, leave fuch with me, with the value of that they fhould receive 
coming horne, in fuch provifions and neceffary tools, arms, bedding, apparel, falt, nets, 
hooks, lines, and fuch like, as they fpare of the remainings; who till the next return 
may keep their boats, and do them many other profitable offices. Provided, I have 
men of ability to teach them their funétions, and a company fit for foldiers to be ready 
upon any occafion, becaufe of the abufes that have been offered the poor favages, and 
the liberty that both French and Englifh, or any that will, have to deal with them as 
they pleafe; whofe diforders will be hard to reform, and the longer the worle. 
Now fuch order with facility might be taken, with every port, town, or city, with free 
power to convert the benefit of their freights to what advantage they pleafe, and in- 
creafe their numbers as they fee occafion, who ever as they are able to fubfift of them. 
felves, may begin the new towns in New England, in memory of their old: 
which freedom being confined but to the neceflity of the general good, the 
vevent (with God’s help) might produce an honeft, a noble, and ‘a profitable 
emulation. 

Salt upon falt may affuredly be made, if not at the firft in ponds, yet till they be pro- 
vided this may be ufed: then the fhips may tranfport kine, horfe, goats, coarfe cloth, 
and fuch commodities as we want ; by whofe arrival may be made that provifion of fith 
to freight the fhips that they flay not ; and then if the failors go for wages, it matters 
not, itis hard if this return defray not the charge: but care muft be had they arrive 
in the {pring, or elfe that provifion be made for them againft winter. Of certain red 
berries called kermes, which is worth ten fhillings the pound, but of thefe have been 
fold for thirty or forty fhillings the pound, may yearly be gathered a good quantity. 
Of the mufkrat may be well raifed gains worth their labour, that will endeavour to 
make trial of their goodnefs. Of beavers, otters, and martins, black foxes, and furs 
of price, may yearly be had fix or feven thoufand, and if the trade of the French were 
prevented, many more: twenty-five thoufand this year were brought from thofe 
northern parts into France, of which trade we may have as good part as the French, if 
we take good courfes. Of mines of gold and filver, copper, and probabilities of lead, 
cryftal and allum, I could fay much, if relations were good affurances; it is true in- 
deed, I made many trials according to the inftruCtions I had, which doth perfuade me 
need not defpair but that there are metals in the country; but I am no alchymift, 
nor will promife more than I know: which is, who will undertake the rectifying of 
an iron forge, if thofe that buy meat and crink, coals, ore, and all neceffaries at a 
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Wood at fo great a price ast is in Er : ’ 
provifions for thé nourifiment of man’s life, live well by their trade; when Ja2 





hou is all réquired to take thefe neceffaries, without any other tax, what hazard will 


béHere but to do much better, and wh ne tiodity in Europe doth more, decaythan 
wood? for the goodnels of the ground, I Pb nee it fertile‘or barren, or as-it is, fecing, 
it is certain it bears fruits to nourifhand feed Iwan and beaft as. well as England,-and 
the fea thofe feveral forts of fithes I have related: thus feeing all, good things ;for 
man’s fuftenance may with this facility be had by a little extraordinary. labour, ti that 


traiifported be increafed, he Bag forfhipping only for labour, to which may, 





be'a ded the affiftance of the vages, which may eafily ‘be had, if they-be. difereetly- 
Handled in ihcir kinds, towards fifhing, ‘planting, and“ deftroying. woods, what pains: 
might be raifed if this were followed (when there is but once men to fill your ftore= 
houfes dwelling there, you may ferve alf Europe better and far cheaper than cart the.‘ 
iland fifhers, or the Hollanders, Cape Blank, or Newfoundland, who muft be at much. 
more charge than you) may eafily be conjed ured by this example. ‘ edeod 
Two thoufand will fit out a fhip of 200 tons, and one of 100 tons, if-of the dry fithy 
they both make freight, that of 200, and go for Spain, fell it butat ten fhilliagsaquintal;: 
bacon sfc 
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ut con es fifteen or twenty, efpecially when it cometh firft, which amounts” 
"3 oF 40001, but fay but ten, which isthe loweft, allowing the rett for watte, it amounts 
at that'rate to 20001., which is the whole charge-of your two {hips and. the equipage, 
then the return of the money and the ‘freight of the fhip for the vintage em 
voyage is clear gain, with your fhip, of 100 tons of train: oil. and cor-fith,- befides; 
the beavers and other commodities, and that you may, have at homewithin. fix moriths;. 
if God pieafe to fend but an ordinary paffage; then faving half this charge bythe not 
flaying of 3 our thips, your victuals, overplus of men and wages, with her freight thither, 
vith “Beene forthe planters, the falr being there made, as alfo may) the :néts :and» 
Ines Within'a fhort time; if nothing may be expected but this, it might: ih time: . 
equalize your Hollanders’ gains, if not exceed them, having their. freights always ready 
againft the arrival of ‘the fhips, this would fo increafe our fhipping and failors;'and fo 
courage and employ @ great part of our idlers and others. that want enrployment: 
fitting t el qualities at home, where they fhame to.do that they would do abroad):that: 
could they “but once tafte the {weet fruits of their own labour, doubtlefs many. thous 
inds would be advifed by good difcipline to take more pléafure in honeft:-induftry’ 
than in their humours of diflolute idlenefs, : y sks wseragt 
“But to return’a little more tothe particulars of this country, which I intermingle thus 
with my projets and. reafons, not being fo fuificiently yet acquainted in. thofe parts; to? 
write fully the eftate of the fea, the air, the land, the fruits, their rocks, the people,. the 
governmeht, religion, territories, limitations, friends and foes: but as-I gathered-frony 
their niggardly relations in a broken language, during the.time I ranged thofe countriesy 
&c. the meft northern part I was at, was the bay of Pennobfcot, which is eaftand welts. 
north and fouth, more than ten leagues: but fuch were. my. occafions, Lwas conftrained: 
t0 be fatisfied of them 1. found in the bay, that the river.ran far, up iinto the land;.and> 





was wi it habited with many people, but they. were from their habitations; either: 
ae emongit the ifles, of hunting the lakes and wocds fon deer and beavers? the bay. 
i6 fu F great » fi: ‘ 





lof great ies of one, two, fix or eight miles in length, which divides. it into many* 
fair and ‘xcellent good harbours, On the eaft of it are the. farrentines, their mortals 
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énemies; where inhabit the French, as they report, that live with thofe people as one 
nation or family ; and northweft of Pennobfcot is Mecaddacut, at the foot of a high 
mountain, a kind of fortrefs againft the Tarrentines, adjoining to the high mountains of 
. Pennobfcot, againft whofe feet doth beat the fea; but over all the land, ifles, or other 
impediments, you may well fee them fourteen or eighteen leagues from their fituations 
Segocket is the next, then Nufkoucus, Pemmaquid, and Sagadahock : up this river, 
where was the weftern plantation, are Aumoughcawgen, Kinnebeke, and divers others, 
where are planted fome corn fields. Along this river, thirty or forty miles, I faw no- 
thing but great high clifts of barren rocks overgrown with wood, but where the favages 
dwell there the ground is excellent falt, and fertile, Weftward of this -river is the 
county of Aucociico, in the bottom of a large deep bay, full of many great ifles which 
: divides it into many good harbours. Sawocotuck is the next, in the edge of a large 
fandy bay, which hath many rocks and ifles, but few good harbours, but for barks I yet 
know; but all this coaft to Pennobfcot, and as far as I could fee eaftward of it, is 
nothing but fuch high craggy clifty rocks and ftony ifles, that I wonder fuch great trees 
could grow upon fo hard foundations. It is a country rather to affright than delight 
one, and how to defcribe a more plain {pectacle of defolation, or more barren, I know 
not; yet are thofe rocky ifles fo furnifhed with good woods, fprings, fruits, fifh and fowl, 
and the fea the ftrangeft fith-pond I ever faw, that it makes-me think, though the coafk 
be rocky and thus affrightable, the vallies and plains and interior parts may well not. 
withftanding be very fertile, But there is no country fo fertile hath not fome part 
barren, and New-England is great enough to make many kingdoms and countries, were 
it all inhabited. As you pafs the coatt {till weftward, Accominticus and Paffataquack are 
two convenient harbours for {mall barks; anda good country within their craggy clifts. 
Augoan is the next: this place might content a right curious judgment, but there are 
many {ands at the entrance of the harbour, and the worft is, itis embayed too far from 


the deep fea; here are many rifing hills, and on their tops and defcents:are many corn + 


fields and delightful groves : on the eaft is an ifle of two or three leagues in length, the 
one-half plain marfh ground, fit for pafture or falt ponds, with many fair high groves 
_ of mulberry-trees and gardens ; there is alfo oaks, pines, walnuts, and other wood ta 
make this place an excellent habitation, being a good and fafe harbour. % 
Naiemkeck, though it be more rocky ground, for Augoan is fandy, not much infee 
rior neither for the harbour, nor any thing I could perceive but the multitude of people: 
from hence doth ftretch into the fea the fair héad-land Tragabigzanda, now called Cape 
Anne, fronted with the three ifles we called the Three Turks Heads ; to the north of this 
doth enter,a great bay, where we found fome habitations and corn fields, they report a 
fair river,and at leaft thirty habitations doth poffefs this country. But becaufe the French 
had got their trade, I had no leifure to difcover it: the ifles of Mattahunts are on the 
weft fide of this bay, where are many ifles and fome rocks that appear a great height 
above the water like the pyramids in egypt, and amongft them many good harbours, 
and then the country of the Maffachufets, which is the paradife of all thofe parts, for 
here are many ifles planted with corn, groves, mulberries, falvage gardens and good 
harbours ; the coaft is for the moft part high clay fandy clifts, the fea coaft as you pafs 


fhews you all along large corn fields, and great troops of well-proportioned people: 


but the French having remained here near fix weeks, left nothing for us to take occalion 
_ to examine the inhabitants relations, viz. if there be three thoufand people upon thofe 
ifles, and that the river doth pierce many days journey the entrails of that country: we 
found the people in thofe parts very kind, but in their fury no lefs valiant, for upon a 
quarrel we fought with forty or fifty of them, till they had fpent all their arrows, ses 

: : then 
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then we took fix or feven of their canoes, which towards the evening they ranfomed 
for beaver-ikins, and at Quonahafit falling out there but with one of them, hewith three 
others croffed the harbour in a canoe to certain rocks whereby we mutt pafs, and. there 
let fly their arrows for our fhot, till we were out of danger, yet one of them. was flain, 
and another fhot through his thigh. * . : 

Then come you to Accomacke, an excellent good harbour, good land, and no 
want of any thing but induftrious people: after much kindnefs, we fought alfo with 
them, though fome were hurt, fome flain, yet within an hour after they became ’ 
friends. Cape Cod is the next prefents itfelf, ‘which is only a headland of high hills, 
overgrown with fhrubby pines, hurts and fuch trafh, but an excellent harbour for all 
weathers. This cape is made by the main fea on the one fide, anda great bay on 
the other in form of a fickle; on it doth inuabit -the people of Pawmet, and in the 
bottom of the bay them of Chawum ; towards the fouth and fouth-weft of this Cape 
is found a long and dangerous fhoal of rocks and fand, but fo far as I incircled it, I 
found thirty fathoms water and a ftrong current, which makes me think there is a 
channel about this fhoal, where is the peft and greateft fifh to be had winter and 
fummer in all the country; but the favages fay there is no channel, but that the fhoals 
begin .from the main at Pawmet to the ifle of Nawfet, and fo extends beyond their 
knowledge into the fea. ‘he next to this is Capawucke, and thofe abounding coun- 

‘tries of copper, corn, people, and minerals, which I went to difcover this lait year, 
but becaife I mifcarried by the way I will leave them tilt God. pleafe I have better - 
acquaintance with them. ; re 32 
: ‘The Maffachufets, they report, fometimes have wars with the Bafhabes of Pennob- 
{cot, and are not always friends with them of Chawum and their alliance; but now 
they are all friends, and have each trade with other fo far as they have fociety on each 

‘other’s frontiers, for they make no fuch voyages as from Pennobfcot to Cape Cod, 
feldom to Maflachufet. In the north, as I have faid, they have begun to plant corn, . 
whereof the fouth part hath fuch plenty as they have what they will from them of 
the north ; and in the winter, much more plenty of fifh and fowl; but both winter and 
fummer hath it in one part or other all the year, being the mean and moft indifferent 
temper betwixt heat and cold, of all the regions betwixt the line and the pole; but 
the furs northward are much better, and in much more plenty than fouthward. 

The remarkableft_ifles and mountains for land-marks are thefe: the higheft ifle is 
Sorico in the bay of Pennobfcot, but the three ifles, and the ifles of Matinack are 
much further in the fea: Metynacus is alfo three plain ifles, but many great rocks: 
Monahigan is a round high ifle, and clofe by it Monanis, betwixt which is a fmall 
harbour where we rid; in Dameril’s Ifles is fuch another, Sagadahocke is known by 
Satquin, and four or five ifles in their mouth. Smith’s Ifles are a heap together, none 
pear them againft Accomintycus: the Three Turks Heads are three ifle¢, feen far to 
feaward in regard of the headland. The chief hevdlands are only Cape Tragabigzanda 
and Cape Cod, now called Cape James and Cape Anne. . 

The chief mountains, them of Pennobfcot, the twinkling mountain of Acocifco, the 
great mountain of Saflanow, andthe high mountain of Maflachufet; each of which 
you fhall find in the map, their places, form, and altitudes. The waters are moft 
pure, proceeding from the entrails of rocky mountains; the herbs and fruits are of 
many forts and kinds, as alkermes, currants, mulberries, vines, refpifes, goofeberries, 
plumbs, walnuts, chefnuts, {mall nuts, pumpeons, gourds, iirawberries, beans, peas, 
and maize; a kind or two of flax, wherewith they make nets, lincs, and ropes, both 
fall and great, very {trong for their quantities. siphon oe 
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+ Oak is the chief wood, of which there is great difference, in regard of the foil where’ 
it groweth, fir, pe, walnut, chefnat, birch, ath, elim, cyprefs, cedar, mulberry, plumbe 
‘tree, bazcl, faflefras, and many other forts. : 

Fagles, grips,. divers forts of hawks, . cranes,. geefe, brants, cormorants,’ ducks, 
cranes, fwans, fheldrakes, teal, mewgy gulls, turkies, Cive-doppers, and many other 
forts whofe names I know not. : c 

Whales, grompus, porkpifces, turbet, fturgeon, cod. hake, haddock, cole, cufk or 
fma!l lug, thark, mackarel, herring, mullet, baf, pinnacks, cunners, perch, eels, crabs, 
Icbfters, mufcles, wilks, oytters, clamps, periwinkles, and divers others, &c. 

Moos, a beaft bigger than a ftag, deer red aad fallow, beavers, wolves, foxes both 
and other, aroughcunds, wild cats, bears, otters, martins, fitches, mufquaffus, 
and divers other forts of vermin whofesnames I know net: all thefe and divers other 

good things do here for want of ufe ftill increafe and decreafe with little diminution, 
whereby they grow to that abundance, you fhall fearce find any bay, fhallow, fhore or 
cove of fand, where you may not take many clamps or lobfters, or both, at your plea- 
‘fure, and in many places load your boat if you pleafe; nor ifles where you find not 
fruits, birds, crabs, and mufcles, or all of them; for taking at a low water cod, cuts, 
hollibut, fcate, turbet, mackarel, or fuch like, are taken plentifully in divers fandy 
bays, ftore of mullet, bafes, and divers other forts of fuch excellent fith as many as 
their net can hold: no river where there is not plenty of fturgeon, or falmon, or ‘ 
both, all which are to be had in abundance obferving but their feafons: but if a man 
will go at Chriftmas to gather cherries in Kent, though there be plenty in fummer, 
he may be deceived ; fo here thefe plenties have each their feafons, as I have 
exprefied; we for the moft part had little but bread and vinegar, and though the 
moft part of July when the fifhing decayed, they, wrought all day, lay abroad in the , 
ifles all night, and lived on what. they found, yet were not fick: but I would with 
, none long put himfelf to fuch plunges, except neceflity conftrain it: yet worthy is 
that perfon to ftarve that here cannot live if he have fenfe, ftrongth, and health, for 
there is no fuch penury of thefe bleflings in any place but that one hundred men 
may in two or three hours make their provifions for a day; and he that hath experience 
to manage thefe affairs with forty or thirty honeft indwirious men, might well under. 
take (if they dwell in thele parts) to fubjet the favages, and feed daily two or three 
hundred men with as good corn, fith and flefh as the earth hath of thofe’kinds, and 
yet make that labour but their pleafure, provided that they have engines that be 
proper for their purpofes, Who can defire more content that hath {mall means, or 
but only his merit to advance his’ fortune, than to tread and plant that ground he 
hath purchafed by the hazard of his life; if he have but the tafte of virtue and mag- 
vanity, what to fecha mind ean be more pleafant than planting and building a 
foundation for his pofterity, got from the rude earth by God’s blefling and his own 
induftry without prejudice to any, if he have any grain of faith or zeal in religion, 
what can he do lefs hurtful to any, or more agreeable to God, than to feck to convert 
_ thofe poor favages to knew Chrift and humanity, whofe labours with. difcretion will 
triple require thy charge and pain; what fo truly, fuits with “honour and honefty, as 
the difcovering things unknown, erecting towns, peopling countries, iaforming the 
‘ignorant, reforming things unjuft, teaching virtue and gain to our native mother coun- 
try; a kingdom to attend her, find employment for thofe that are idle, becaufe they 
know not what to do: fo far from wronging any, as to caufe pofterity to remember 


‘thee, and remembering thee, ever honour that rémembrance with praife? Confider 
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the Grecians and Romans, but this one rule; *what was it they would not do for the 
good of their, commonwealth, or their mother city? For example, Rome, what made 
her fuch a monarchefs, but only the adventures of her youth, not in riots at home, 
but in dangers abroad, and the juftice and judgment out of their experience when 
they’ grew aged; what was their ruin and hurt but this, the excefs of idlenefs, the 
fondnefs of parents, the want of experience in magiftrateg, the admiration of their 
undeferved honours, the contempt of true merit, their unjuft jealoufies, their politic - 
incredulities, their hypocritical feeming gocdnefs and their deeds of fecret lewdnefs 5 
finally in fine, growing only formal temporifts, all that their predeceifors' got in many 
years they loft in a few days: thofe by their pains and virtues became lords of the 
world, they by their eafe and vices became flaves to their fervants. This is the difference 
betwixt the ule of arms in the field and on the monuments of ftones, the golden age 
and the leaden age, profperity and mifery, juftice and corruption, fubftance and 
fhadows, words and deeds, experience and imagination, making commonwealths, an 
jarring coramonwealths, the fruits of virtue, and the conclufions of vice. : 
“Then who would live at home idly, or think in himfelf any worth to live, only to 
eat, drink, and fleep, and fo die; or by confuming that carelefsly, his friends got 
worthily, or by ufing that miferably that maintained virtue honeftly, or for being 
defcended nobly, and pine with the vain vaunt of great kindred in penury, or to main- 
tain a filly fhew of bravery, toil out thy heart, foul and time bafely, by thifis, tricks, 
cards and dice, or by relating news of other men’s actions, fhark here and there fora . 
dinner or fupper, deceive thy friends by fair promifes and diffimulation, in borrowing 
where thou never meaneft to pay, offend the laws, furfeit with excefs, burthen thy 
country, abufe thyfelf, defpair in want, and then coufin thy kindred, yea, even thy 
own brother, and wifh thy parents’ death ({ will not fay damnation), to haye their 
eftates, though thou feeft what honours and rewards the world yet hath for them, 
that will feek them and worthily deferve them. ; 

_ I would be forry to offend, or that any fhould miftake my honeft meaning, for I 
with good to all, hurt to none: but rich men for the moft part are grown to that 
,dotage through their pride in their wealth, as though there were no accident could 
end it or their life, 

. And what hellith care do fuch take to make it their own mifery and their countries’ 
fpoil, efpecially when there is moft need of their employment, drawing by all manner 
of inventions from the prince and his honeft fubjects, even the vital fpirits of their 
power and eftate, as if their bags or brags were fo powerful a defence, the malicious 
could not affault them, when they are the only bait to caufe us not only to be 
aflaulted, but betrayed and murdered in our ewn fecurity ere we will perceive it. 

May not the milerable ruin of Conftantinople, their impregnable walls, riches and 
pleafures laft taken by the Turk, which were then but a bit in comparifon of their ° 
mightinefs now, remember us of the effets of private covetoufnels, at which time the 
good Emperor held himfelf rich enough, to have fuch rich fubjeéts, fo formal in all 
excefs of vanity, all kind of delicacy and prodigality: his poverty when the Turk 
befieged tha citizens (whofe merchandizing thoughts were only to get wealth) little 
conceiving the defperate refolution of a valiant expert enemy, left the Emperor fo 
long to his conclufions, having fpent all he had to pay his young raw difcontented 
foldiers, that fuddenly he, they, and their city were all a prey to the devouring Turks, 
and what they would not {pare for the maintenance of them who adventured their 
ives to defend them, did ferve only their enemies to torment them, their friends and » 
country, and all Chriftendom to this prefent day. Let this lamentable example 
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remember you that are rich ‘(feeing there aré fuch great thieves in the world to rob 
you) not grudge to lend fome proportion to breed them that have litle, yet willing to 
learn how to defend you, for it is too late when the deed is doing. 

The Romans eftate hath been worfe than this, for the mere covetoufnefs and 
“extortion of a few of them fo moved the reft, that not having any employment but 
contemplation, their great judgments grew to fo great malice, as themfelves were fuf- 
ficient to deflroy themfelves by faétion; let this move you to embrace employment, 
for thofe whofe educations, fpirits, and judgments, want but your purfes, not only to 
prefent fuch accuftomed dangers, but alfo to gain more thereby than you have; and 
you fathers that are either fo foolifhly fond, or fo miferably covetous, or fo wilfully 
ignorant, or fo negligently carelefs, as that you will rather maintain your children in 
idle wantonnefs till they grow your mafters, or become fo bafely unkind that they with 
nothing but your deaths, fo that both forts grow diffolute, and although you would 
with them any where to efcape the gallows and eafe your cares, though they fpend 
you here one, two, or three hundred pounds a year, you would grudge to give half 
fo much in adventure with them to obtain an eftate, which in a fmall time, but with 
a little afliftance of your providence, might be better'than your own ; but if an angel 
fhould tell you any place yet unknown can afford fuch ‘fortunes, you would nat 
believe it, no mor2 than Columbus was believed there was any fuch land as is now 
the well known abounding America, much lefs fuch large regions as are yet unknown, 
as well in America as in Africa and Afia, and Terra Incognita. ; : 

I have not been fo ill bred but I have tafted of plenty and pleafure, as well as want 
and mifery ; nor doth neceflity yet, or occafion of difcontent, force me to thefe endea- 
vours, nor-am I ignorant what {mall thanks I fhall have for my pains, or that man 
would have the world imagine them to be of great judgment, that can but blemi 
thefe my defigns, by their witty objeCtions and detraction, yet I hope my reafons with 
my deeds will fo prevail with fome, that I fhall not want employment in thefe affairs, 
to make the moft blind fee his own fenfeleffnefs and incredulity, hoping that gain will 
make them affeét that which religion, charity, and the common good cannot. It were 
but a poor device in me to deceive myfelf, much more the King and ftate, my friends 
and country with thefe inducements, which feeing His Majefty hath given permiflion, 
1 with all forts of worthy, honeft, induftrious fpirits would underftand, and if they 
defire any further fatisfaétion, I will do my beft to give it, not to perfuade them to 
go only, but go with them; not leave them there, but live with them there: I will 
not fay but by ill providing and undue managing, fuch courfes may be taken may 
make us miferable enough: but if I may liave the execution of what I have projected, 
if they want to eat, let them eat or never digeft me; if I perform what I fay, I defire 
But that reward out of the gains may fuit my pains, quality, and condition, and if T 
abufe you with my tongue, take my head for fatisfadtion. Jf any diflike at the year’s 
end, defraying their charge, by my confent they fhould freely return; I fear not 
want of company fufficient, were it but known what I know of thefe countries, and 
by the proof of ‘that wealth I hope yearly to return, if God pleafe to blefs me from 
fuch accidents as are beyond my power in reafon to prevent; for 1 am not fo fimple 
to think that ever any other motive than wealth will ever erect there a commonwealth, 
er draw company from their eafe and humours at home, to flay in New England to 
effect my purpofes. 

.~ And left any fhould think the toil might be infupportable, though thefe things may" 
be had by Jabour and diligence, I affure myfelf there are who delight extremely in 
-vain pleafure, that take much more pains in England to enjoy it, than I fale do 
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here to gain wealth fufficient, and yet I think they fhould not have half fuch fweet 
content: for our pleafure here is ftill gain, in England charges and lofs; here nature 
and liberty affords us that freely which in England we want, or it cofteth us dearly. 
‘What pleafure can be more than being tired with any occafion afhore, in planting 
“vines, fruits, or herbs, in contriving thei’ own grounds to the pleafure of their own 
minds, their fields, gardens, orchards, buildings, fhips, and other works, &c. to recreate 
themfelves before their own doors, in their own boats, upon the fea, where man, wo- 
man, and child, with a {mall hook and line, by angling, may take divers forts of excellent 
fith at their pleafure; and is it not pretty {port to pull up twopence, fixpence, and twelve- 
pence, as faft as you can hale and veer a line? He is a very bad fither who cannot 
kill in one day, with his hook and line, one, two, or three hundred cod, which, drefled 
and dried, if they be fold there for ten fhillirgs a hundred, though in England they 
will give more than twenty, may not both fervant, mafter, and merchant be well con--’ 
tent with this gain? If a man work but three days in feven, he may get more than he . 
can {pend, unlefs he will be exceedingly exceflive. Now that carpenter, mafon, gar- 
dener, tailor, fmith, failor, forger, or what other, may they not make this a pretty 
recreation, though they fifth but an hour in a day, to take more than they can eatina - 
week, or if they will not gat it, becaufe there is fo much better choice, yet fell it or 
change it with-the fifhermen or merchants for any thing you want; and what fport 
doth yield a more pleafing content, and lefs hurt and charge than angling with a hook, 
and crofling the {weet air from ifle to ifle, over the filent ftreams of a calm fea, wherein 
the moft curious may find profit, pleafure, and content. 5 
Thus though all men be not fifhers, yet all men whatfoever may in other matters do 
as well, for neceffity doth in thefe cafes fo rule a commonwealth, and each in their 
feveral fundtions, as their labours in their qualities may be as profitable becaufe there is 
aneceffary mutual ufe of all. eS 

For gentlemen, what exercife fhould more delight them than ranging daily thefe un- 
known parts, ufing fowling and fifhing for hunting and hawking, and yet you fhall fee 
the wild hawks give you fome pleafure in feeing them ftop fix or feven times after one 
another an hour or two together, at the fkults of fith in the fair harbours, as thofe a-. 
fhare at a fowl, and never trouble nor torment yourfelves with watching, mewing, 
feeding, and attending them, nor kill horfe and man with running and crying, See you 
not a hawk; for hunting alfo, the woods, lakes and rivers afford not only chace 
fufficient for any that delight in that kind of toil or pleafure, but fuch beafts to hunt, 
that befides the delicacy of their bodies for food, their fkins are fo rich, as they will 
recompence the daily labour with a captain’s pay. : ‘ : 

For labourers, if thofe that fow hemp, rape, turnips, parfnips, carrots, cabbage, and 
fuch like, give twenty, thirty, forty, fifty fhillings yearly for an acre of land, and meat, 
drink, and wages to ufe it, and yet grow rich: when better, or at leaft as good ground 
may be had and coft nothing but labour ; it feems ftrange to me any fuch fhould grow 

oor. 2 saetiy Skee i : 
: My purpofe is not ta perfuade children from their parents, men from their wives, 
nor fervants from their mafters; only fuch as with free confent may be fpared: but 
that each parith, or village, in city or country, that will but apparel their fatherlefs 
children of thirteen or fourteen years of age, or young married people that have {mall 
wealth to live on here, by their labour may live exceeding well. Provided always, that 
firit there be a fufficient power to command them, houfes to receive them, means +o 
defend them, and meet provifions for them, for any place may be over-lain: and it is: 
moft neceflary to have a fortrefs (ere this grow to pra@ice), and fufficient matters - ‘ 
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all neceflary, mechanical qualities to take ten or twelve of them for. apprentices; the 
mafter by this may quickly grow rich, thefe may learn their trades themfelves to do 
the like, to a general and an incredible benefit for king and country, mafter and 
fervanit. cs : ' . ; 
“+ It would bea hiftory of a large volume to recite the adventures of the Spattiards and 
Portuguefe, their affronts and defeats, their dangers afid miferies, which with fuch 
incomparable honour and conftant refolution, fo far beyond belief, they have attempted: 
and endured in their difcoveries and plantations, as may well condemn us of too much 
imbecility, floth, and negligence: yet the authors of thefe new inventions were held as 
ridiculous for along time, as now are cthers that do but feek to imitate their un<- 
paralleled virtues ; and though we fee daily their mountains of wealth ({prung from the 
plants of their generous endeavours) yeteis our fenfuality and untowardnefs. fuch and 
fo great, that. we either ignorantly believe nothing or fo curioufly conteft to prevent 
we know not what future events, that we either fo neglect,” or opprefs and difcourage 
the prefent, as we {poil all in the making, crop all in the blooming ; and building upon 
fair fand rather than upon rough rocks, judge that we know not, govern that we have 
not, fear that which is not; and for fear fome fhould do too well, force fuch againft 
their wills to be idle, or as ill. And whois he hath judgment, courage, and any in- 
duftry or quality with underftanding, will leave his country, his hopes at home, 
his certain eftate, his friends, pleafures, liberty, and the preferment {weet Eng- 
land doth afford to all degrees, were it not to advance his fortunes by enjoying his 
deferts, whofe profperity once appearing, will encourage others: but it muft be cherifhed 
as achild, till it _be able to go and underftand itfelf, and not corrected nor oppreffed 
above its ftrength, ere it know wherefore. A child can neither perform the office nor 
deeds of a man of ftrength, nor endure that affli@ion he is. able; nor can an apprentice 
at the firft perform the part of a mafter, and if twenty years be required to makea child 
a man, feven years limited an apprentice for his trade: if fcarce an age be {ufficient to 
make a wife man a ftatefmart, and commonly a man dies ere he hath learned to be 
diicreet 5 if perfection be fo hard to be obsained, as of neceffity there muft be practice 
as well as theorick : let no man then condemn this paradox opinion, to fay that half 
even years is {carce fuflicient for a good capacity to learn in thefe affairs how to carry 
imiclf, And whoever fhall try in thefe remote places the erecting ofa colony, fhall 
at the end of feven years occafion enough to ufe all his difcretion: and in the in- 
teri, all the content, rewards, gains, and hopes will be nec rily required to be 
given to the beginning, till it be able to creep, to ftand, and go, and to encourage defert 
by all poflible means; yet time enough to keep it from running, for thereis no fear it 
will grow toc fat, or ever to any thing, except liberty, profit, honour, and profperity 
there found, more bind the planters of thofe affairs in devotion to effe@ it, than bon- 
dage, violence, tyranny, ingratitude, and fuch double dealing as binds free men to 
become flaves, and honeft men turn knaves, which hath ever been the ruin of the 
molt popular commonwealths, and it is very unlikely ever well to begin anew. 

Who feeth not what is the greateft good of the Spaniards, but thefe new conclufions 
in fearching thofe unknown paris of this unknown world ; by which means hedives even’ 
into the very {ecvets of all his neighbours, and the moft part of the world and when 
the Portuguefeand Spaniards had found the Eaftand Welt Indies, how many did condemn 
themfelves that did not accept of that honeft offer of noble Columbus, who upon our 
neglect brought them to it, perfuading ourfelvesthe world had no fuch places asthey had 

“found: and yet ever fince we find, they ftill (from time to time) have found new lands, 
sew nations, and trades, and {till daily do fiad, both in Afia, Africa, Terra Incognita, 


: and 
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and America, fo that there is neither foldier nor mechanic, from the lord to the beggar, 
but thofe parts affords them all employment, and dilcharges their native foil of fo 
many thoufands of all forts, that elfe by their floth, pride, and imperfections, would 
Yong ere this have troubled their neighbours, or have eatei the pride of Spain 
itfelf. . , 

Now he knows little that knows not England may well {pare many more people than 
Spain, and is as well able to furnifh them with all manner of neccffaries : and feeing 
for all they have, they ceafe not {till to fearch for that they have not, and know not; it 
is ftrange we fhould be fo dull, as not maintain that which we have, and purfue that we 
know: furely, Iam fure many would take it ill, to be abridged of the titles and honours 
of their predeceffors ; when if but truly they would judge themfelves, look how inferior 
they are to their noble virtues, fo much they zre unworthy of their honours and livings, 
which never were ordained for fhows and fhadows, to maintain idlenefs and vice, but 
to make them more able to abound in honour, by heroical deeds of aétion, jadgment, 
piety, and virtue. What was it both in their purfe and perfon they would no: do for 
the good of their common-wealth, whichymight move them prefently to fet out their 
{pare children in thefe generous defigns; religion above all things fhould move us, 
elpecially the clergy, if we are religious, to fhew our faith by our-works, in converting 
thofe poor favages to the knowledge of God, feeing what pains the Spaniards take to 
bring them to their adultercd faith, Honour might move the gentry, the valiant, and 
induftrious, and the hope and aflurance of wealth, all, if we were that we would feem, 
and be accounted; or be we fo far inferior to other nations, or our fpirits fo far 
dejected from our ancient predeceffors, or our minds fo upon fpoil, piracy, and fuch 
villainy, as to ferve the Portugal, Spaniard, Dutch, French, or Turk, (as to the coft of 
Europe too many do) rather than our God, our king, our country, and ourfelves 5 
excufing our idlenefs and our bafe complaints by want of employment, when here is 
fach choice of all forts, and for all degrees, in the planting and difcovering thele North 


parts of American, . 


My fecond Voyage to New England. 


IN the year of our Lord 1615, I was employed by many my friends of London, 
and Sir Ferdinando Gorges, a noble knight, and a great favourer of thofe adtions, 
who perfuaded the Reverend Dean of Exeter, Doctor Sutcliffe, and divers merchants 
of the Welt, to entertain this plantation. Much labour I had taken to bring the Lon- 
doners and them to join together, becaufe the Londoners have moft money, and the 
‘Weftern men are moft proper for fifhing, and it is near as much trouble, but much 
more danger, to fail from London to Plymouth, than from Plymouth to New Eng- 
land, fo that half the voyage would thus be faved, yet by no means I could prevail, 
fo defirous they were both to be lords of this fifhing. Now to make my words more 
apparent by my decds, to begin a plantation for a more ample trial of thofe* conclu. 
fions, | was to have ftaid there but with fixteen men, whofe names were ; 


‘Themas Dirmer, ren Digby, 
Edward Stallings, aniel Baker, 
Daniel Cagé, ; r Seat Adam Smith, iivete ene 


Francis Abbot, Thomas Watfon, 


J d 
John Golling, | : Walter Chiffel, | to be Sailors. 
J 


Willian Incram, a Robert Miller, 
David Cooper, ‘ Soldiers. And two Boys, 3 
John Partridge, ; 


woL. xT ag I cone 
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I confefs I could have wifhed them as many thoufands, had all other provifions been 
in like proportion; nor would’I have had fo few, could I have had means for more 3 
yet would God have pleafed we had fafely arrived, I doubted not but to have per- 
formed more than I promifed, and that many thoufands ere this would have been there 
erenow. The main affiftance, next God, I had to this fmall number, was my ac- 
quaintance amongft the favages, efpecially with Dohoday, one of their greateft lords, 
who had lived long in England, and another called Tantum, I carried with me from 
England, and fet on fhore at Cape Cod ; by the means of this proud favage I did not 
doubt but quickly to have got that credit among{t the reit of the favages and their 
alliance, to have had as many of them as I defired in any defign I intended, and that 
trade alfo they had by fuch a kind of exchange of their country commodities, which 
both with eafe and fecurity might ther, have been ufed with him and divers others < 
T had concluded to inhabit and defend them againft the Tarentines, with a better 
power than the French did them, whofe tyranny did enforce them to embrace my 
offer with no fmall devotion; and though many may think me more bold than wile, 
in regard of their power, dexterity, treachery, and inconftancy, having fo defperately 
affaulted and betrayed many others; I fay but this, (becaufe with fo many, I have 
many times done much more in Virginia than I intended here, when J wanted that 
experience Virginia taught me), that to me it feems no more danger than ordinary 5 
and though I know myfelf the mcaneft of many thoufands, whofe apprehenfive in- 
fpeétion can pierce beyond the bounds of my abilities, into the hidden things of nature, 
art, and reafon ; yet L entreat fuch, give me leave to excufe myfelf of fo much imbe- 
cility, as to fay, that in thefe eighteen years which I have been converfant with thefe 
affairs, Ihave not learned there is a great difference betwixt the direCions and judg- 
ment of experimental knowledge, and the fuperficial conjecture of variable relation : 
wherein rumour, humour, or mifprifion have fuch power, that ofttimes one is enough 
to beguile twenty, but twenty not fufficient to keep one from being deceived. There- 
fore { know no reafon but to believe my own cyes before any man’s imagination, that is 
but wrefted from the conceits of my own projects and endeavours, but I honor with 
all affection, the counfel and inftruétions of judicial direétions, or any other honeft 
advertifement, fo far.to obferve, as they tieme, not to the cruelty of unknown events. 
Thefe are the inducements that thus drew me to negleét all other employments, and 
{pend my time and beft abilities in thefe adventures, wherein though I have had many 
difcouragements, by the ingratitude of fome, the malicious flanders of others, the falfe- 
nels of friends, the treachery of cowards, and flownefs of adventurers. 

Now you are to remember, as J returned firft from New England at Plymouth, I 
was promifed four good fhips ready prepared to my hand the next Chriftmas, and what 
conditions and content 1 would defire, to put this bufinefs in practice, and arriving at 
London, four more were offered me with the like courtely. But to join the Londoners 
and them in one, was moft impoflible ; fo that in January, with two hundred pounds in 
cath for adventure, and fix gentlemen well furnifhed, I went from Lun.ton to the four 
fhips were promifed me at Plymouth, but i found no fuch matter ; and the moft of 
thofe that had made fuch great promifes, by the bad return of the hip ..ent for gold, 
and thir private emulations, were extinct and qualified. Notwithftanding, at laft, with 
a labyrinth of trouble, though the greateft of the burden lay on me, and a few of my 

articular friends, I was furnifhed with a fhip of two hundre: tons, and another of 
fifty; but ere I had failed one hundred and twenty leagues, fe broke all her matts, 
pumping cach watch five or fix thoufand ftrokes ; only her {prit-fail remained to fpcon 
tefore the wind, till wehad re-accommodated a jury-maft to return for Plymouta, or 
founder in the feas, . ; 
My 
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My vice-admiral being loft, not knowing of this, proceeded her voyage ;.now with 
the remainder of thofe provifions, I got out again ina fmall bark of fixty tons with 
thirty men: for this of two hundred, and provifion for feventy, which were the fixteen 
before named, and fourteen other failors for the fhip ; with thofe I fet fail again the 
four-andstwentieth of June, where what befell me (becaufe my actions and writings 
are fo public to the world) envy ftill feeking to fcandaliz: my cndcavours, and feeing 
no power but death can ftop the chat of ill tongues, nor imaginations of men’s 
minds, left my own relations of thofe hard events might by fome conftruétors be made 
doubtful, I have thought it beft fo infort the examinations of thole proceedings, 
taken by Sir Lewis Stukeley, a worthy knight, and vice-admiral of Devonfhire, which 
was as followeth : 


The Examination of Danicl Baker, late Steward to Castain Jobn Smith, in the return of 
Plymouth, taken before Sir Lewis Stukely, Knight, the 8th of December, 1615. 


THE effcét in brief was this: being thaced by one Fry an Englith pirate, Edward 
Chambers the mafter, John Minter his mate, Thomas Digby the pilot, and divers 
others importuned him to yield ; much {waggering we had with them, more than the 
pirates, who agreed upon fuch fair conditions as we defired, which if they broke, he 
vowed to fink rather than be abufed. Stange they thought it, thata bark of three. 
{core tons with four guns fhould ftand upon fuch terms, they being eighty expert fea- 
men, inan excellent fhip of one hundred and forty tons, and thirty-fix calt pieces and 
murderers. But when they knew our captain, fo many of them had been his foldiers, 
and they but lately run from Tunis, where they had ftolen this fhip, wanted victuals, 
and in combuition amongft themfelves, would have yielded all to his proteétion, or 
wafted us any whither; but thofe mutinies occafioned us to reject their offer, which 
afterwards we all repented ; for at Fuiall we met two French pirates;-the one of two 
hundred tons, the other thirty : no difgrace would caufe our miutinecrs fight, till the 
captain offered to blow up the thip rather than yield, till he had fpent all his powder : 
fo that together by the ears we went, and at lait got clear of them for all their thot, 
At Flowers we were again chafed with four French men-of war, the admiral one hun. 
dred and forty tons, and ninety nien well armed ; the reft good fhips, and as well 
provided: much parly we had, but vowing they were Rochelers, and had a commiffion 
from the King only to fecure true men, and take Portuguefe, Spaniards, and pirates, 
and as they requefted, our ‘captain went to thew his commiffion, which was under the 
broad feal, brut neither it nor their vows they fo much refpeGted, but they kept him, 
rifled our fhip, manned her with Frenchmen, and difperfed us amongft their feet 
within five orfix days they were increafed to eight or, nine fail. At laft they furren- 
dered us our fhip, and moft of our provifions, the defects they promifed the next day 
to fupply, and did. Notwithftanding, there was no way but our mutineers would 
for England, though we were as near New England, till the major part refolved with 
our captain to proceed. But the admiral fending his boat for our captain, they efpying 
a fail, prefently gave chace, whereby our mutineers finding an opportunity in’ the 
night ran away, and thus left our captain in his cap, breeches, and waiftcoat, alone 
among the Frenchmen : his clothes, arms, and what he had, our mutineers fhared 
among them, and with a falfe excufe, feigning for fear left he thould turn man of 
war, they returned for Plymouth : fifteen of us being landmen, not knowing what 
they did. Daniel Cage, Edward Stalings, Walter Chifel, David Cooper, Robert 
Miller, and John Partridge, upon oath affirms this for truth before the vice-admiral. 

GG 2 Now 
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_ Now the caufe why the French detained me again, was the fufpicion this Chambers 
and Minter gave them, that 1 would revenge myfelf upon the Bank, or in Newfound- 
land, of all the French I could there encounter, and how 1 would have fired the hip, 
had they not over-perfuaded me ; and that if I had but again my arms, I would rather 
fink by them, than they fhould have from me but the value of a bifcuit ; and many 
other fuch like tales to catch but opportunity in this manner to leave me, and thus they 
returned to Plymouth, and perforce with the Fremchmen I thus proceeded. Being a 
fleet of eight or nine fail, we watched for the Weft India fleet, till ill weather feparated 
us from the other eight : {till we fpent our time about the ifles of the Azores, where 
to keep my perplexed thoughts from too much meditation of my miferable eftate, I 
writ this difcourfe, thinking to have fent it to you of His Majetty’s council by fome 
fhip or other, for I faw their purpofe was"to take all they could. At laft we were chafed 
by one Captain Barra, an Englith pirate in a fmall thip, with fome twelve pieces of 
ordnance, about thirty men, and near all ftarved. They fought by courtefy relief of 
us, who gave them fuch fair promifes, as at laft they betrayed Captain Wolliftone, his 
Lieutenant, and four or five of his men aboard us, and then provided to take the reft 
perforce. Now my part was to be prifoner in the gun-room, and not to fpeak to any 
of them upon my life ; yet had Barra knowledge what I was. Then Barra_ perceiving 
well thofe French intents, made ready to fight, and Wolliftone as refolutely regarded 
not their threats, which caufed us demur upon the matter longer fome fixteen hours, 
and then returned them again Captain Wolliftone and all their prifoners, and fome 
yiGtuals alfo upon a fmell compofition; but whilft we were bartering thus with them, 
a carvill before our faces got under the caftie of Gratiofa, from whence they beat us 
with their ordnance. 

The next we took wasa fmall Englifhman of Poole from Newfoundland: the great 
cabin at this prefent was my prifon, from whence I could fee them pillage thefe 
poor men of ail that they had, and half their fifh : when he was gone, they fold his 
poor clothes at the main-maft by an outcry, which fcarce gave each man feven pence a 

iece. 

: : Not long after we took a Scot freighted from Saint Michacl’s to Briftow, he had 
better fortune than the other ; for having but taken a boat’s loading of fugar, mar- 
melade, fuckets, and fuch like, we defcried four fail, after whom we ftood, who furl- 
ing their main-fails attended us to fight, but cur French fpirits were content 
only to perceive they were Englith red crofles. Within a very fmall time after we 
chafed four Spanifh fhips that came from the Indies 5 we fought with them four or five 
hours, tore thcir fails and fides with many a fhot betwixt wind and weather, yet not 
daring to board them, loft them, for which all the failors ever after hated the captain as 
aprofeffed coward. % 

A poor carvill of Brazil was the next we chafed ; and after a fmall fight, thirteen 
or fourteen of her men being wounded, which was the better half, we took her 
with three hundred and feventy chefts of fugar, one hundred hides, and thirty thou- 
find rials of eight. : 

"Whe next was a fhip of Holland, which had loft her conforts in the Streights of Ma- 
gellan, going for the South Sea: fhe was put roomy, fhe alfo thefe Frenchmen with fair 
promifes cunningly betrayed to come aboard them to fhew their commiffion, and fo 
made prize of all: the moft of the Dutchmen we took aboard the admiral, and man- 

- ned her with Frenchmen, that withia two or three nights after ran away with her for 

France; the wounded Spaniards we fet on fhore on the ifle of Tercera, the reit we kept 

to fail the carvel. : 

Withia 
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Within a day or twoafter, we met a Welt India man of war, of one hundred and 
fixty tons, a forenoon we fought with her, and then took her with one thoufand one 
hundred hides, fifty chefts of cochineal, fourteen coffers of wedges of filver, eight 
thoufand rials of eight, and fix coffers of the King of Spain’s treafure, befides the good 
pillage and rich coffers of many rich pailengers. 

Two months they kept me in this manner to manage their fights againft the Spa- 
niards, and bea prifoner when they took anyEnglith. Now, though the captain had oft 
broke his promile, which was to put me on fhore the ifles, or the next fhip ke took ; 
yet at the laft he was contented I fhould go in the carvel of fugar for France, himfelf 
feeming as refolved to keep the feas ; but the next morning we all fet fail for France, 
and that night we were feparated from the ad:miyal and the rich prize by a ftorm. 
‘Within two days after we were hailed by two “Veit India men; but when they faw us 
waive them for the King of France, they gave us their broadfides, fhot through our 
main maft, and fo left us, Having lived now this fummer amongft thofe French men 
of war, with much ado we arrived at the Gulion, not far fron Rochelle : where, inftead 
of the great promifes they always fed me"with, of double fatisfa¢tion and full content, 
and ten thoufand crowns was generaily concluded I fhould have, they kept me five or 
fix days prifoner in the carvel, accufing me to be he that burnt their colony in New 
France; to force mcto give them a difcharge before the judge of the admiralty, and. 
ftand to their courtefies for farisfaétion, or lie in prifon, or a worfe mifchief : indeed. 
this was in the time of combultion, that the Prince of Condé was with his army in the 
field, and every poor lord, or men in authority, as little kings of themfelves : for 
this injury. was done me by them that fet out this voyage, (not by the failors) for they 
were cheated of all as well as J, by a few officers aboard, and the owners on fhore. 

But to prevent this choice, in the end of fuch a ftorm that beat them all under 


hatches, ] watched my opportunity to get afhore in their boat, whereunto, in the dark 
“pike that lay by me put adrift for Rat Ifle ; but 


night, I fecretly got, and with a hali-p 
the current was fo ftrong, and the fea fo great, I went adrift to fea, till it pleafed God 
the wind fo turned with the tide, that although I was all this fearful night of gufts and 
rain in the fea, the fpace of twelve hours, when many fhips were driven afhore, and 
divers {plit (and being with {culling arid baling the water tired, I expected each minute 
would fink me); at laft I arrived in any oozy ifle by Charowne, where certain fowlers 
found me near drowned and ‘half-dead with water, cold, and hunger. My boat I 
pawned to find means to get to Rochelle, where I underftood our man of war and the 
rich prize, wherein was the capture called Monfieur Poyrune, and the thirty thoufand 
rials of eight we took in the carvel, was fplit, the captain drowned and half his com- 
any the fame night, within fix or feven lcagues of that place, from whence I efcaped 
in the little boat, by the mercy of God, far beyond all men’s reafon or my expeCta- 
tion arriving at Rochelle. Upon my complaint to the judge of the admiralty, I found 
many good words and fair promifes, and ere long many of them that efcaped drown- 
ing told me the news they heard of my own death. ‘Thefe I arrefting, their feveral 
examinations did fo confirm my complaint, it was held proof fufficient. All which 
being performed according to their order of juftice, from under the judge’s hand, I 
prefented if to Sir Thomas Edmonds, then ambaffador at Bourdeaux, where it was my 
chance to fee the arrival of the King’s great marriage brought ffom Spain. 
Here it was my good fortune to meet my old fricnd Mr. Crampton, that no lefs 
grieved at my lofs, than willingly to his power did fupply my wants ; and I muft con. 
fefs, I was more beholden to the Frenchmen that efcaped drowning in the man of war, 


Madam Chanoyes at Rochelle, and the 'awyers of Bourdeaux, than all the reft of 
my 
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my countrymen J met in France. Of the wreck of the rich prize, fome three thou. 
fand fix hundred crowns worth of goods came athore, and was faved with the carvel, 
which I did my beft to arreft: the judge promifed I fhould have juftice ; what will be 
the conclufion as yet | know not. But under the colour to take pirates and the Weft 
Indiamen (becaufe the Spaniards will not fuffer the French to trade in the Welt Indies), 
any goods from thence, though they take them upon the coaft of Spain, are lawful 
’ prize, or from any of his territories out of the Limits of Europe; and as they be- 
trayed me, though I had the broad feal, fo did they rob and pillage twenty fail of Eng- 
lifhmen more, befides them 1 know not of tie fare year. 

Leaving thus my bufinefs in France, I returned to Plymouth, to find them who had 
thus buried me amongft the French ; and not only buried me, but with fo much 
infamy as fuch treacherous cowards ceuld fuggeft to excufe their villanies. ‘he 

chieftains of this mutiny that I could find, I laid by the heels, the reft like themfelves 
confeffed the truth, as you have heard. Now how I have or could prevent thefe acci- 
dents, having no more means, I reft at your cenfures ; but to proceed to the matter, 
yet muft I figh and fay, how oft hath fortune in the world (think I) brought flavery, 
freedom, and turned all diverfely. Newfoundland, 1 have heard at the firft, was held 
as defperate a fifhing as this I project for New England, Placentia, and the banks near 
alfo, as doubtful to the French ; but for all the difafters happened me, the bufinels is 
the fame it was, and the five fhips went from London, whereof one was reported more 
than three hundred tons, found fifh fo much, that neither Iceland-man nor Newfound- 
land-man I could hear of hath been there, will go any more to either place, if they 
may go thither. So that upon the good return of my vice-admiral, this year are gone 
four or five fail from Plymouth, and from London as many, only to make voyages of 
profit; whereas if all the Enghith had been there till my return, put all their returns 
together, they would fearce make one a favour of near a dozen I could nominate, ex- 
cept one fentby Sir Francis Popham ; though there be fith fufficient, as] am perfuaded, 
to freight yearly four or five hundred fail, or as many as will go. For this fifhing 
ftretcheth along the fea-coaft from Cape James to Newfoundland, which is feven or 
eight hundred miles at the Icaft, and hath his courfe in the deeps, and by the fhore, 
all the year long, keeping their haunts and feedings as the beafts of the air. But all 
men are not fuch as they fhould be, that have undertaken thofe voyages. All the 
Romans were not Scipios, nor Carthagenians, Hannibals; nor all the Genoefe, Co- 
lumbufes, nor all the Spaniards, Courtefes: had they dived no deeper in the fecrets 
of their difcoveries than we, or {topped at fuch doubts and poor accidental chances, 
they had never been remembered as they are, yet had they no fuch certainties to 
begin as we. 

But to conclude: Adam and Eve did firft begin this innocent work to plant the 
earth to remain to poflerity, but not without labour, trouble, and induftry. Noah and 
his family began again the fecond plantation, and their feed, as it ftill increafed, hath 
ftill planted new countries, and one country another, and fo the world to that eftate 
it is; but not without much hazard, travail, mortalities, difcontents, and many difaf- 
ters. Had thofe worthy fathers, and their memorable offspring, not been more diligent 
for us now in thefe aces, than we are to plant that yct is unplanted for the after-livers : 
bad the feed of Abraham, our Saviour Chrift and his apoftles, expofed themfelves to 
no more dangers to teach the gofpel than we, seven we ourfelves had at this prefent 

_ time been as favage and as miferable as the moft barbarous favage yet uncivilized. 
The Hebrews and Lacedemonians, the Goths, the Grecians, the Romans, and the 
reft, what was it they would not undertake to enlarge their territories, — their 

ubjects, 
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fubjects, refift their enemies? Thofe that were the founders of thofe great monar- 
chies and their virtues, were no filvered idle golden pharifees, but induftrious iron- 
fteeled publicans. They regarded more provifions and neceflaries for their people, 
than jewels, riches, eafe, or delight for themfelves; riches were their fervants, not 
their matters. They ruled (as fathers, not as tyrants) their people as children, not as 
flaves ; there was no difafter could difcourage them ; and let none think they incurred 
not with all manner of incumbrances. And what hath ever been the work of the 
greatelt princes of the earth but planting of countries, and civilizing barbarous 
and inhuman nations to civility and humanity, whofe eternal actions fill our hif. 
torics. 

Laitly, the Portugueze and Spaniards, whofe ever-living a€tions before our eyes will 
teftify with them our idlenefs and ingratitude to all pofterities, and the neglect of our 
duties in our piety and religion. We owe our God, our King, and country, and want 
of charity to thofe poor favages, whofe country we challenge, ufe, and poflels ; except 
we be but made to ufe, and mar what our forefathers made, or but only tell what 
they did, or efteem ourfelves too good te take the like pains. Was it virtue in them 
2 that maintain us, and bafenefs in us to do the like for others? Surely, no. 
2 we are not born for ourfelves, but each to help other, and our ablities 
are much alike at the hour of our birth, and the minute of our death: feeing our 
good deeds or our bad by faith in Chrift’s merits, is all we have to carry our fouls 
to heaven or hell. Seeing honour is our life’s ambition, and our ambition after death 
to have an honourable memory of our life; and ieeing by no means we would be 
abated of the dignity and glories of our predeceffors, let us imitate their virtues to be 
worthily their fucceifors. “Lo conclude with Lucretius, 

Its want of reafon, or its reafon’s want 


Which doubts the mind and judgment, fo doth daunt 
‘Lhat thofe beginnings makes men not to grant. 


Joun Situ writ this with his own hand. 





Here felloweth a brief Difcourfe of the Trials of New England, with certain'Obfervas 
tions of the Hollanders’ Ufe and Gain by fifbing, and the prefent State of that happy: 
Plantation, begun by fixty weak Men, in the Year of our Lord 1620; and how to build. 
a Ficet of good Ships to make a little Navy Royal, by the former Author. 


HE faith that it is more than four-and-forty years ago, and it is more than forty 
years ago fince he writ it, that the herring buffes out of the Low Countries, under the 
King of Spain, were five hundred, befides one hundred Frenchmen, and three or four 
hundred fail of Flemings. ‘The coait of Wales and Lancafhire was ufed by three hun- 
dred fail of ftrangers. Ireland at Baltamore freighted yearly three hundred. fail of 
Spaniards, where King Edward the Sixth intended to have made a {trong caftle, becaufe 
of the itraight to have tribute for fithing. Black Rock was yearly fifhed by three or 
four hundred fail of Spaniards, Portuguefe, and Bifkaners. 

The Hollanders raife yearly by herring, cod, and ling, thirty thoufand pounds: 
Englith and Trench, by falt-fih, poor-john, falmons, and pilchards, three hundred 
thouland pounds: Hamburgh and the Sound, for fturgeon, lobfters, and eels, one 
hundred thoufand pounds: Cape Blank, for tunny and mullet, by the Bifkaners and 
Spaniards, thirty thoufand pounds, : 

That the Duke cf Medina receiveth yearly tribute of the fifhers, for tunny, mul- 


let, and porgos, more than ten thoufand pounds. Lubeck hath feven hundred thips, 
Hamburgh 
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Hamburgh fix hundred. FEmbden, lately a fifhing town, one thoufarid four hundred, 
whofe cultoms by fifhing hath made them fo powerful as they be. Holland and Leas 
land, not much greater than Yorkthire, hath thirty walled towns, four hundred villages, 
and twenty thoufand fail of fhips and hoys ; three thoufand fix hundred are fifhermen, 
whereof one hundred are doggers, feven hundred pinks and well-boats, feven hundred 
fraud-boats, britters, and tode-boats, with thirteen hundred bufles, befides three hun- 
dred that yearly fith about Yarmouth, where the fell their fith for gold: and fifteen 
years ago they had more than an hundred and fixteen thoufand feafaring men. 

‘Thefe fifhing-fhips do take ycarly two hundred thoufand latts of fith, twelve barrels 
to a laft, which amounts to three hundred thoufand pounds by the fifhermen’s price, * 
that fourteen years ago did pay for their tenths three hundred thoufand pounds, which 
venting in Pumerland, Spruftia, Denmark, Lefeland, Ruffia, Swethland, Germany, 
Netherlands, England, or elfewhere, &c. makes their returns in a year about three- 
{core and ten hundred thoufand pounds, which is feven millions; and yet in Holland 
there is neither matter to build fhips, nor merchandize to fet them forth, yet by their 
induftry they as much increafe as other nations decay ; but leaving thefe uncertainties 
as they are, of this Tam certain : 

That the coait of England, Scotland, and Ireland, the North Sea, with Ifland and the 
Sound, Newfoundland and Cape Blank, do ferve all Europe, as well the land towns as 
ports, and all the Chriftian thipping, with thefe forts of ftaple fith, which is tranfported 
from whence it is taken many thoufand miles, viz. herring, falt-fith, poor-john, fturgeon, 
mullet, tunny, porgos, caviare, buttargo. 

Now feeing all thefe forts of fifh, or the moft part of them, may be had in a land 
more fertile, temperate, and plentiful of all neceffaries, for the building of fhips, boats, 
and houtes, and the nourifhment of man, the feafons are fo proper, and the fithings fo 
near the habitations we may there make, that New England hath much advantage of 
the moft of thofe parts, to ferve all Europe far cheaper than they can, who at home 
have neither wood, falt, nor food, but at great rates ; at fea nothing but what they carry 
in their fhips an hundred or two hundred leagues from the habitation. But New 
England’s fifhings is near land, where is help of wood, water, fruits, fowls, corn, or 
other refrefhings needful, and the Terceras, Madeiras, Canaries, Spam, Portugal, Pro- 
vaves, Savoy, Sicily, and all Italy, as convenient markets for our dry fiih, green fifh, 
fturgeon, mullet, caviare, and buttargo, as Norway, Swethland, Lithuania, or. Germany, 
for their -herring, which is here alfo in abundance for taking; they returning but 
wood, pitch, tar, foap-afhes, cordage, flax, wax, and fuch like commoedizies ; we wines, 
oils, fugars, filks, and fuch merchandizes as the Straits afford, whereby our profit 
may equalize theirs, befides the increafe of fhipping and mariners; and for proof 
hereof, 

Inthe year of our Lord 1614, you have read how I went from London ; aifo the 
next year 1615, how four good fhips went to London, and I with two more from 
Plymouth, with all our accidents, fucceffes, and returns: in the year i616, ere 1 ree 
turned from France, the Londoners, for all their lofs by the ‘Turks, fent four fhips 
more; four more alfo went from Plymouth; after L returned froin France, I was 
perfuaded again to go to Plymouth with divers of my friends, with one hundred 
pounds for our adventures, befides our charges, but we found all things as unto 
as before, and all their great promifes nothing but alr: yet to prepare the vovaye ag 

_ she next year, having acquainted a great part of the nobility with it, and .ibamed to ive 
the Prince His Highnels, till 1 had done fomewhat worthy his priacely view, i fpent 
that fummer in vifiting the cities and towns of Briftol, Exeter, Baruilaple, Bo:tmin, 

c Perin. 
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Perin, Foy, Milborow, Saltath, Dartmouth, Abfom, Totnefs, and the moft of the 
gentry in Cornwall and Devonhhire, giving them books and maps, fhewing how in fix 
months the moft of thofe fhips had made their voyages, and fome in lels, and with 
what good fuccefs ; by which incitation they feemed fo well contented, as they pro- 
mifed twenty fail of thips fhould go with me next year, and in regard of my pains, 
charge, and former loffes, the weftern commiffioners, in behalf of themfelves and the 
reft of the company, and them hereafter that fhall be jomed to them, contraéted with 
me by articles indented under our hands, to be admiral of that country during my 
life, and in the renewing of their letters patent fo to be nominated. Hilf the fruits of 

“ our endeavours to be theirs, the reft our own 3 being thus engaged, now the bufinels 
is made plain and likely to profper, fome of them would not only forget me and their 
promifes, but alfo obfcure me, as if I had never been acquainted in the bufinefs, but 
J am not the firft they have deceived. 

There were four good thips prepared at Plymouth, but by reafon of their difagree- 
ment, the feafon fo wafted, as only two went forward, the one being of two hundred 
tons, returned well freighted to Plymoutfi, and her men in health, within five months : 
the other of fourfcore tons went for Bilbow with dry fifh, and made a good return, In 
this voyage Edward Rowcroft alias Stallings, a valiant foldier, that had been with me 
in Virginia, and was with me'alfo when I was betrayed by the French, was fent again 
in thofe thips, and having fome wrong offered him there by a Frenchman, he took 
him, and as he writ to me, went with him to Vi irginia with fifh, to trade with them for 
fuch commodities as they might {pare : he had not paft ten or twelve men, and knew 
both thofe countries well; yet he promifed me the next {pring to meet me in New 
England, but the thip and he both perifhed in Virginia. , 

‘This year again divers fhips intending to go from Plymouth, fo difagreed, there 
went but one of two hundred tons, who ftaid in the country about fix weeks, which 
with eight-and-thirty men and boys had her freight, which fhe fold at the firft penny 
for two thoufand one hundred, befides the furs, fo that every poor failor that 
had but a fingle thare had his charges and fixteen pounds ten fhillings for his feven 
months’ work. Mr. Thomas Dirmire, an underftanding and induftrious gentleman, 
that was alfo with me amongit the Frenchmen, having lived about a year in Newfound- 
land, returning to Plymouth, went for New England in this thip, fo much approved 
of ‘this country, that he ftaid there with five or fix men in a little boat; finding two 
or three Frenchmen amongit the favages who had loft their fhip, augmented his com. 
pany, with whom he-ranged the coaft to Virginia, where having been a year, in his 
back return to Virginia, he was fo wounded by the favages, he died upon it. Let not 
men attribute thefe their great adventures and untimely deaths to unfortunatenefs, but 
rather wonder how God did fo long preferve them with fo fmall means to do fo much, 
leaving the fruits of their labours to be an encouragement to thofe our poor under- 
takings, and as warnings for us not to undertake fuch great works with fuch fmall 
means, and this for advantage as they writ unto me, that God had laid this country 
open for us, and flain the moit part of the inhabitants by civil wars and a mortal dif- 
eafe; for where I had feen one hundred or two hundred favages, there is fcarce ten to 
be found, and yet not any one of them touched with any ficknefs but one poor French- 
man that died : 

They fay this plague upon them thus fore fell, 
It was becaufe they pleafed not T'antum well. Z 
From the Weft-country, to make trial this year only to fith, are gone fix or feven 
fail, three of which I am certainly informed made fo good a voyage, that every failor 
VOL. XIIi. HA that 
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that had a fingle fhare had twenty pounds for his feven months” work, which is more 
than in twenty months he should have gotten, had he gone for wages any where. Now 
although thele former fhips have not made fuch good voyages as they expected, by 
fending opinionated unfkilful men, that had not experienced diligence to fave that they 
took, nor take that there was, which now patience and practice hath brought to a 
reafonable kind of perfettion; in defpight of all detractors and calumniations the 
country yet hath fatisfied all, the defect hath been in their ufing and abuling it, not 
in itfelf nor me: but, : 


A due defert, for fortune makes provifion 
For knaves and fools, and men of bafe condition. 


Now all thefe proofs and this relation-i now called New England’s trial. TI caufed 
two or three thoufand of them to be printed ; one thoufand, with a great many maps 
both of Virginia and New England, | prefented to thirty of the chief companies in 
London at their halls, defiring either generally or particularly ¢them that would) to 
embrace it, and by the ufe of a ftock of five thoufand pounds, to eafe them of the 
fuperfluity of the moft of their companies that had but ftrength and health to labour ; 
near a year I fpent to underftand their refotutions, which was to me a greater teil and 
torment tham to have been in New England about my bufinefs, but with bread and 
water, and what I could get there by my labour; but, in conclufion, feeing nothing 
oe effected, I was contented as well with this lofs of time and charge as alt 
the re 


A Plantation in New England. 


UPON thefe inducements fome few well-difpofed gentlemen and merchants of Lore 
don and other places, provided two fhips, the one of a hundred and threefcore tons, the 
ether of threefcore and ten. ‘They left the coaft of England the 22d of Augult, with 
about a hundred and twenty perfons; but the next day the leffer fhip fprung a leak, 
that forced their return to Plymouth, where difcharging her and twenty paffengers, 
with the greater fhip and one hundred paffengers, befides failors, they fet fail again. 
the 6th of September ; and the 9th of November fell with Cape James ; but being pef- 
tered nine weeks in this leaking unwholefome fhip, lying wet in their cabins, moft of 
them grew very weak and weary of the fea; then, for want of experience, ranging two 
and again fix weeks before they found a place they liked to dwell on, forced to lie on 
the bare ground. without coverture, forty of them. died, and threefcore were left in 
very weak {tate at the fhip’s coming away about the sth of April following, and 
arrived in England the 6th of May. ‘f hough the harbour be good, the hore is fo 
fhallow, they were forced to- wade a great way up to the knees m water, and ufed that 
that did them much hurt ; and little fifh they found but whales, and a great kind of 
mutcle, fo fat that few did eat of them: that were net fick. Thefe mifexies eccafioned 
fome difcord, and gave fome appearance of faCtion; but all was fo reconciled, that 
they united themfelves by common confent under their hands, to. a kind ef combina- 
tion of a body politic, by virtue whereof to enaét and cenftitute laws and ordi- 
nances, and officers from time to time, as fhould be thought moft convenient for their 
general. good. ; 

- Sixteen or feventeen days they could do little for want of' their: fhallop, which was 
mending, yet Captain. Miles Standifh, unto whom was joined in council William 
Bradfor, Stephen Hopkins, and Edward Tilly, went well armed athore, and. by that 

ame 
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aime they had gone a mile, met five or fix Indians, that fled into theavoods. We traced 
them by the footing eight or ten miles; then the night approaching, we made.a fire, by 
which we lay that night, and the next morning followed the favages by their track, 
thinking tofind theirhabitations, but by the way we found a deer amongit many fair fprings 
of water, where we refrefhed ourfelves; then we went afhore and madea fire, that they 
at the fhip might perceive where we were, and fo marched toa place where we fuppofed 
was a river ; by the way we faw many vines, faffafras, haunts of deer, and fowl, and fome 
fifty acres of plain ground had been planted by the Indians, where were fome of their 
graves ; from thence we followed a path that brought us through three or four fields 
that had been planted that year ; in one grave we digged we found a bafket or two of 
Indian corn; fo much as we could carry we took with us, the reft we buried as we 
found it, and fo proceeded to the place we intended, but we found it not fuch a har- 
bour as we expected ; and fo we returned, till the night caufed us to take up our 
lodging under a tree, where it rained fix or feven hours. The next morning as we 
wandered, we paffed by a tree, where a young {prig was bowed down over a bough, 
and fome acorns ftrewed under it, whiclf was one of their gins to catch a deer, and as 
we were looking at it, Bradford was fuddenly caught by the leg in a noofed rope, 
made as artificially as ours; as we paffed, we faw a leafh of bucks, fprung fome par- 
tridges, and great flocks of wild geefe and ducks, and fo we returned well wearied to 
our fhip. ; 
Mr. ieee our matter, with four-and-thirty men, alfo went up and down in the froft 
and {now, two or three days in the extremity of the cold, but could find no harbour 5 
only among the old graves we got fome ten bufhels of corn, fome beans, and a bottle 
of oil; and had we not thus happily found it, we had had no corn for feed, fo that 
place we ever called Corn-Hill. ‘The next day Mr. Jones, with the corn and our 
weakeft men, returned to the fhip; but eighteen of us quartered there that night, and 
in the morning following the paths, we found in the fnow, ina field, a greater hill, 
or grave, than the reft; digging it, we found firft a mat, under that a board three 
quarters long, painted and carved, with three tins at the top like a coronet; between 
the mats alfo were bowls, trays, and difhes, and fuch trafh; at length wé found a 
fair new mat, and under that two bundles, the one bigger, the other lefs; in the 
greater we found a great quantity of fine red powder, like a kind of embalmment, and 
yielded a ftrong but no offenfive fmell, with the bones and fkull of a man that had fine 
yellow hair fill on it, and fome of the flefh unconfumed, a knife, a pack-needle, and two 
or three old iron things were bound up in a failor’s canvas caffock, alfo a pair of cloth 
breeches; in the lefs bundle we found likewife of the fame powder, and the bones 
and head of a little child; about the legs and other parts of it were bound ftrings and 
bracelets of white beads; there was alfo a little bow, and fome other odd knacks ; the 
prettieft we took, and covered again the corps as they were. Not far from thence 
were two of their houfes, where were a great deal of their miferable houfehold 
ftuff, which we left as we found, and fo returned to our boat, and lay aboard that 
night. , 
‘Many arguments we had to make here our plantation or not; in the interim, Mrs. 
‘White was brought to bed of a young fon, which was called Perigrine: and a failor 
{hooting at a whale, his piece flew in pieces ftock and all, yet he had no hurt. A foolifh 
boy difcharging his father’s piece hard by halfa barrelof powder, and many people by 
it, it pleafed God it efcaped firing, fo that no hurt was done. 
But to make a more certain difcovery where to feat ourfelves, Captain Standifh, Mr. 
Carver, William Branford, Edward Winfloe, John Tilly, Edward Tiily, with divers 
HH 2 others 
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others to the number of feventeen, upon the 6th of December fet fail; and having ‘failed 
fix or fevefi leagues, we efpied eight or ten favages about a dead grampus : ftill follow- 
ing the fhore we found two or three more caft up by the ill weather, many we fee in the 
water, therefore we called it Grampus Bay. Ships may ride well in it, but all the fhore 
is very fhallow flats of fand : at laft feven or eight of us went afhore, many fields we 
faw where the favages had inhabited, and a burial place incompaffed with a palizado, fo 
we returned to our fhallop; in the night we heard a hideous cry and howling of wolves 
and foxes: in the morning as we were ready to go into our fhallop, one of our men 
being in the woods, came running crying, Indians, Indians; and with all their arrows 
flying amongft us, fome of our men being in the boat, and their arms athore, {fo well it 
chanced, Captain Standith with two or three more difcharged their pieces till the reft 
were ready; one favage more: ftout then the reft kept under a tree, till he had 
fhot three or four arrows, and endured three or four mufket fhot ; but at laft they 
al fled: this was about break of day in the morning when they faw us, and we not 
them. 

Having the wind fair, we failed along the coaft eight or ten leagues, thinking to have 
got toa harbour where one of our company had been, within eight leagues of Cape 
Cod, for neither creck nor harbour in this bay we could find ;‘and the wind fo in- 
creafed, our rudder broke, and our matt flew overboard, that we were in danger to be 
caft away; but at laft it pleafed God we were in an harbour we knew not, thinking it ’ 
one we were acquainted with; this we found to be an ifle where we rode that night, 
and having well viewed the land about it, and founded the bay to be a good harbour 
for our fhip, compafled with good land, and in it two fair ifles, where there is in their 
feafons innumerable ftore of all forts of fifh and fowl, good water, much plain land, 
which hath been planted; with this news we returned to our fhip, and with the next 
fair wind brought her thither, being but within the fight of Cape Cod; in the mean 
time Goodwife Alderton was delivered of a fon, but dead born. Upon the 28th of 
December, fo many as could went to work upon the hill, where we purpofed to build 
our platform for our ordnance, which doth command all the plain and the bay, and 
from whence we may fee far into the fea, and be eafily impaled; fo in the afternoon we 
went to meafure out the grounds, and divided our company into nineteen families, allotting 
to every perfon half a pole in breadth and three in length, and fo we caft lots where 
every man fhould lie, which we ftaked out, thinking this proportion enough at the firft 
to impale for lodgings and gardens. , , 

Francis Billington, from the top of a tree, feeing a great water fome three miles from 
us in the land, went with the mafter’s mate, and found it two great lakes of freth 
water, the bigger five or fix miles in circuit, and an iffe in it of a cable’s length {quare; 
the other three miles in compafs, full of fifth and fowl, and. two brooks iffuing from it, 
which will be an excellent help in time for us, where they faw feven or eight Indian 
houfes, but no people. Four being fent a mile or two from our plantation, two of them 
ftraggling into the woods was loft, for coming to a lake of water they found a great 
deer; having a maftiff bitch and a fpaniel with them, they followed fo far they could not 
find the way back ; that afternoon it rained, and did freeze and fnow at night: their 
apparel was very thin, and had no weapons but two fickles, nor any victuals, nor 
could they find any of the favages habitations; when the night came they were much 
perplexed that they had no other bed than the earth, nor coverture than the fkies, but 
thar they heard, as they thought, two lions roaring a long time together very nigh 
them, fo not knowing what to do, they refolved to climb up into a tree, though that 
would be an intolerable cold lodging, expecting their coming they ftood at the tree 

roots, 
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yoot, and the bitch they held faft by the neck, for the would have been gone to the 
lions or what they were, that as it chanced came not nigh them, fo. they watched the 
tree that extreme cold night, and in the morning travelling again, pafling by many 
lakes, brooks and woods, and in one place where the favages had burnt four or five miles 
in length, which is a fine champaign country, in the afternoon they difcovered the two 
ifles in their bay, and fo that night near famifhed they got to their plantation, from 
whence they had fent out men every way to feek them ; that night the houfe they had 
built and thatched, where lay their arms, bedding, powder, &c. took fire and was 
burnt. The coaft is fo fhoal the fhip rides more thana mile from the fort, but God be 
thanked no man was hurt though much was burnt. : 

All this time we could not have conference with a favage, though we had many times 
feen them and had many alarms, fo that we drew a council, and appointed Captain 
Standifh to have the command of -all martial a€tions, but even in the time of confulta- 
tion the favages gave an alarm: the next day alfo as we were agreeing upon his orders, 
came a tall favage boldly amongft us, not fearing any thing, and kindly bid us welcome 
in Englith; he wasa Sagamo, towards tht north, where the fhips ufe to fifth, and did 
know the names of moft of the mafters that ufed thither: fuch victuals as we had we 
gave him, being the firft favage we yet could fpeak with, he told us this place where 
we were was called Patuxet, and that all the people three or four years ago there died 
onthe plague : ina day or two we could not be rid of him, then he returned, to the, 
Maffafoyts from whence he came, where is fome fixty people, but the Nawfits are one 
hundred ftrong, which were they encountered our people at the firft. Two days after 
this Samofet, for fo was his name, came again, and brought five or fix of the Mafla. 
foyts with him, with certain fkins, and certain tools they had got that we had left in the 
woods at their alarms : much friendfhip they promifed, and fo departed, but Samofet 
would not leave us, but feigned himfelf fick, yet at laft he went to entreat the favages 
come again to confirm a peace: now the third time, as we were confulting of our 
martial orders, two favages appeared, but when we went to them they vanifhed : not 
long after came Samofet and Squanto, a native of Patuxet, where we dwell, and one 
of them carried into Spain by Hunt, thence brought into England, where a good time 
he lived ; and now here fignified unto us, their great Sachem of Maffafoyt, with 
Quadaquina his brother, and all their men, was there by to fee us: not willing to fend 
our goverrior, we fent Edward Wolliflo with prefents to them both, to know their 
minds, making him to underftand by his interpreters, how King James did falute him, 
and was his friend ; after a little conference with twenty of his men, he came over the 
brook to our plantation, where we fet him upon a rug, and then brought our governor 
to him with drums and trumpets; where after fome circumftances, for they ufe few 
compliments, we treated of peace with them to this effect. 

That neither he nor any of his fhould injure or do hurt to any of us ; if they did, 
he fhould fend us the offender, that we might punifh him, and we would do the like 
to him: if any did unjuftly war againft him, we would aid him, as he fhould us 
againft our enemies, and to fend to his neighbour confederates to certify them of this, 
that they might likewife be comprifed in thefe conditions, that when any of them came 
to us, they-fhould leave their bow and arrows behind them, as we would our pieces 
when we came to them, all which the King feemed to like well df, and was applauded 
of his followers. In his perfon he is avery lufty man, in his beft years, an able body, 
grave of countenance, and fpare of fpeech; in his attire little differing from the reff : 
after all was done, the governor conducted him tothe brook, but kept our hoftage 

it 
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till our meffengers returned: in like manner we ufed Quaddaquina ; fo all departed. 
good friends. : d 

Two of his people would have ftaid with us, but we would not permit them, only 
Samofet and Squanto we entertained kindly ; as yet we have found they intend to keep 
promife, for they have not hurt our men they have found ftraggling in the woods, 
and are afraid of their powerful adverfaries the Narrohigganfets, againft whom he 
hopes to make ufe of our help. The next day Squanto went a fifhing for eels, and in 
an hour he did tread as many out of the oofe with his feet as he could lift with his hand, 
not having any other inftrument. 

But that we might know their habitations fo well as they ours, Stephen Hopkins and 
Edward Winflo had Squantum for their guide and interpreter ; to Packanoki, the 
habitation of the King of Maffafoyt, with a red horfeman’s coat for a prefent, to en- 
treat him by reafon we had not victuals to entertain them as we would, he would defend 
his people fo much from vifiting us; and if he did fend, he fhould always fend with the 
meffenger a copper chain they gave him, that they might know he came from him, and 
alfo give them fome of his corn for feed: that night they lodged at Namafcet, fome 
fifteen miles off ; by the way we found ten or twelve women and children that {till 
would pefter us till we were weary of them, perceiving it is the matter of them, where 
victuals is to be gotten with moft eafe, there they will live; but on that river of Na- 

. mafchot’ have been many habitations of the favages that are dead, and the land lies 
wafte, and the river abounding with great plenty of fifh, and hath been much frequent- 
ed by the French. 

The next day travelling with fix or feven Indians, where we were to wade over the 
river, did dwell only two old men of that nation then living, that thinking us ene- 
mies, fought the beft advantage they could to fight with us, with a wonderful fhew of 
courage ; but when they knew us their friends they kind!y welcomed us. After we 
came to a town of the Maffafoyts; but at Pakanoki the King was not : towards night 
he arrived, and was very proud both of our meffage and prefents, making a great 
oration to all his people, Was not he Maffafoyt, commander of the country about him, 
was not fuch a town his, and the people of it, and twenty towns more he named was 
his? and fhould they not bring their fkins to us ? .To which they anfwered, they were 
his and they would, victuals they had none, nor any lodging, but a poor plank or 
two, afoot high from the ground, whereon his wife and he lay at the one end, we at 
the other, but a thin mat upon them, two more of his chief men preffed by and@pon 
us, fo that we were worfe weary of our lodging than of our journey. Although there 
is {uch plenty of fith and fowl and wild beafts, yet are they fo lazy they will not take 
pains to catch it till mere hunger conftrain them, for in two or three days we had fearce 
ameal’s meat, whereby we were fo faint, we were glad to be at home 3 befides what 
for the fleas, and their howling and finging in the night in their houfes, and the 
mufquitoes without doors, our heads were as light for want of fleep, as our bellies 
empty for want of meat. The next voyage we made was ina fhallop with ten men to 
Nawifit, fixteen miles from us, to fetch a boy was loft in the woods we heard was there, 
whom Afpinet their King, had bedecked like afavage, but very kindly he brought him 
tous, and fo returned well to Patuyet. © 

Immediately after the arrival of the laft thip, they fent another of five-and-fifty tons 
to fupply them ; with feven-and-thirty perfons they fet fail in the beginning of July, 
tut being croffed by wefterly winds, it was the end of Auguft ere they could pafs Ply- 
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November, where they found all the people they left fo ill, lofty and well for all their 
poverty, except fix, that died: a month they itaid ere they returned’ to’ England, 
Joaded with clap-board, wainfcot and wallnut, with about three. hogfheads. of beaver 
dkins the 13th of December ; and drawing near our coaft was fet on by a Frenchman 
fet out by the Marquis of Cera, governor of Mle Dieu, where they kept the fhip, 
imprifoned the mafter and company, took from them to the value of five hundred 
pounds, and after fourteen days fent them home with a poor fupply of viduals, their 
own being devoured by the Marquis and his hungry fervants. 

Now you are to underftand ci thiyfoen brought nothing, but relied wholly on 
us to make us more miferable thatfbefore, which the Sachem Couanacus no fooner un- 
derftood, but fent to Tufquantum our interpreter, a bundle of new arrows in a fnake’s 
fkin ; Tufquantum being abfent, the meffenger departed ; but when we underftood it 
was a direét challenge, we returned the fkin full of powder and fhot, with an abfolute 
defiance, which caufed us finifh our fortification with all expedition. Now betwixt our 
two favages, Tufquantum and Hobbamock, grew fuch great emulation, we had much 
ado to know which beft to truft.. In a jdGrney we undertook, in our way we met a 
favage of Tufquantums, that had cut his face frefh bleeding, to affure us Maffafoyt, our 
fuppofed friend, had drawn his forces to Packanokick to affault us. Hobbamock as con- 
fidently affured us it was falfe, and fent his wife asa {py to fee; but when the perceived 
all was well, fhe told the King Maffafoyt how Tufquantum had abufed him, divers 
favages alfo he had caufed to believe we would deftroy them, but he would do his beft: 
to, appeafe us; this he did only to make his countrymen believe what great power he 


had with us to get bribes on both fides, to make peace or war when he would ; and’ 


the more to poffefs them with fear, he perfuaded many we had buried the plague in 
our ftore-houfe, which we could fend when we lifted whither we would ; but at laft 
all his knavery being difcovered, Matlafoyt fent his knife with meffengers for his head 
or him, being his fubje@ ; with much ado we appeafed the angry King and the reft of 
the favages, and freely forgave Tufquantum, becaufe he fpeaking our language we 
could not well be without him. 


A Journey to the Town of Namafchet, in defence of the King of Maffafoyt, againft the 
Narrobigganfes, and the fuppofed Death of Squantum. 


@ GREAT difference there was betwixt the Narrohigganfes and the Maflafoyts,. 
that had always a jealoufy ; Coubatant, one of their petty Sachems, was too converfant 
with the Narrohigganfes: this Coubatant lived much at Namafchet, and much ftormed 
at our peace with his King and others ; alfo at Squantum, and Tokamahamon, and 
Hobbamock our friends, and chief occafioners of our peace, for which he fought to 
murder Hobbamock ; yet Tokamahamon went to him upon a rumour he had taken 
Mafafoyt prifoner, or forced him from his country, but the other two would not, but 
in private to fee if they could hear what was become of their King ; lodging at Namaf- 
chet they were difeovered to Coubatant, who furprized the houfe and. took Squantum, 
faying, if he were dead the Englith had loft their tongues ; Hobbamock feeing that, and. 
Coubatant held a knife at his breaft, being a ftrong lufty felow,broke from them, and. 
came to New Plymouth, full of forrow for Squantum, who he-chought was dlain. 

The next day we fent ten men with him armed, to be revenged of Coubatant, who: 
conducted us near Namafchet, where we refted and refrefhed ourfelves till midnight,and 
then we befet the houfe as we had refolved ; thofe that entered the houfe demanaed 
for Coubatant ; but the favages were half dead with fear: we charged them oS to 

ae * 3 ir. 
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ftir, for we came to hurt none but Coubatant, for killing “Squantum ; fome of thens 
feeking to efeape were wounded : but at laft perceiving our ends, they told us Couba- 
tant was gone, and all his men, and Squantum was yet living, and in the town; in this 
hurly-burly we difcharged two pieces at random, which much terrified all the inhabi- 
tants, except Squantum and Tokamahamon, who, though they knew not the end of our 
coming, yet affured themfelves of our honefty, that we would not hurt them, The 
women and children hung about Hobbamock, calling him, friend ; and when they faw 
we would hurt no women, the young youths cried, We are women: to be fhort, we kept 
them all, and whilft we were fearching the houfe for Coubatant, Hobbamock had got to 
the top, and called Squantum and Tokamahamon, which came unto us accompanied 
with others, fome armed, others naked, thofe that had bows we took them from them, 
promifing them again when it was day -;the houfe we took for our quarter that night, 
and difcharged the prifoners, and the next morning went to breakfaft at Squantum’s 
houfe; thither came all them that loved us to welcome us, but all Coubatant’s faction 
was fled : then we made them plainly know the caufe of our coming, and if their King 
Maffafoyt were not well, we would be revenged upon the Narrohigganfets, or any that 
fhould do injury to Hobbamock, Squantum, or any of their friends; as for thofe were 
wounded we were forry for it, and offered our furgeon fhould heal them ; of this offer 
a man and a women accepted, that went home with us, accompanied with Squantum 
and many other known friends, that offered us all the kindnefs they could. 

From the weft of England there are gone ten or twelve thips to fifh, which were all 
well freighted ; thofe that came firft at Bilbow, made feventeen pounds a fingle fhare, 
befides beavers, otters, and martin’s {kins ; but fome of the reft that came to the fame 
ports, that were all ready furnifhed, fo glutted the market, that the price was abated ; 
yet all returned {fo well contented, that they are preparing to go again, 

There is gone from the Weft Country only to fifh, five-and-thirty fhips, and about 
the laft of April two more from London, the one of one hundred tons, the other of 
thirty, with fome fixty paffengers to fupply the plantation. Now though the Turks and 
French have been fomewhat too bufy in taking our fhips, would all the Chriftian princes 
be truly at unity, as His Royal Majefty our Sovereign King James defireth, feventy fail 
of good thips were fufficient to fire the moft of his coafts in the Levant, and make fuch 
a guard in the Straits of Hellefpont, as would make the great Turk himfelf more afraid 
in Conftantinople ; than the fmalleft red-crofs that croffes the feas would be, either of 
any French pickaroon, or the pirates of Algiers. ‘ 


An Abftrad of divers Relations fent from the Colony in New England, July 16, 1622. 


SINCE the maffacre in Virginia, though the Indians continue their wonted friendfhip, 
yet we are more wary of them than before; for their hands hath been imbrued in 
much Englith blood, only by too much confidence, but not by force, and we have had 
{mall fupplies of any thing but men. Here I muft intreat a little your favour to di- 
grefs, they did not kill the Englith in Virginia, becaufe they were Chriftians, but for 
their weapons and copper, which were rare novelties ; but now they fear we may beat 
them out of their dens, which lions and tigers will not admit but by force.. But mutt 
this be an argument for an Englifhman, and difcourage any in Virginia or New Eng- 
land? No; for I have tried them both, as you may read at large in the Hiltory of Vir- 
ginia: notwithftanding fince I came from thence, the honourable company hath been 

-humble fuitors to His Majefty, to get vagabonds and condemned men to go thither ; 
nay, fo the bufinels hath been fo abufed, that fo much {corned was the name of Vir- 
: ginia, 
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ginia, fome did chufe'to be hanged ere they would go thither, and were: yet for all 
the worft of fpite, detraGion, and difcouragement, and this limentable maffacre, there 
is more honeft men now fuitors to go, than ever hath been conftrained knaves. And 
it is not unknown to moft men of underftanding, how happy many of thofe Columners 
have thought themfelves that they might be admitted ; and yet pay for their paffage to 
go now to Virginia, and I fear me there goeth too many of thofe that have fhifted here 
till they could no longer ; and they will ufe that quality there till they hazard all. 

‘To range this country of New England in like manner, I had but eight, as is faid, 
and amongft their bruit conditions, 1 met many of their filly encounters, and I give God 
thanks, without any -hurt'at all to me, or any with me. When your weft-country men 
were fo wounded and tormented with the favages, though they had all the politic 
directions that had been gathered from all te fecret informations could be heard of, 
yet they found little, and returned with nothing. I fpeak not this out of vain-glory, 
as it may be fome gleaners, orfome who were never there may cenfure me; but to 
let all men be affured by thofe examples, what thofe favages are that thus ftrangely do 
murder and betray cur countrymen: but'to the purpofe. 

The Paragon, with thirty-feven men fent to relieve them, mifcarried twice upon our 
Englifh coalt, whereby they failed of their fupplies, It is true, there hath been taken 
one thonfand bafes at a draught ; and in one night twelve hoghheads of herrings: but 
‘when they wanted all neceffaries both for fifhing and fuftenance, but what they could 
get with their naked induftry, they endured moft extreme wants, having been now 
near two years without any fupply to eny purpofe, it is a wonder how they fhould fub. 
fift, much lefs fo to refift the favages, fortify themfelves, plant fixty acres of corn, 
befides their gardens that were well replenifhed with many ufual fruits. But in the 
beginning of July came in two fhips of Mr. Wefton’s, though we much wanted our- 
felves, yet we relieved them what we could ; and to requite us, they deftroyed our corn 
and fruits then planted, and did what they could to have done the like to us. At laft 
they were tran{ported to’ Wichagafcuffet at the -Maflachufets, where they abufed the 
favages worle than us. We having neither trade, nor fearce any thing remaining, God 
fentinone Mr. Jones, and a thip of Welton’s had been at Monahigan amongftthe fiher~ 
men, that for beaver-fkins and fuch merchandize as we had, very well refrethed us, 
though at dear rates. Welton left alfo his men, a fmall bark, and much good provi- 
fion, and fo fet fail for England: then we joined with them to trade tothe fouthward 
of @pe Cod, twice or thrice we were forced to return; firft by the death of their 
governor, then the ficknefs of Captain Standifh. At laft our governor Mr. Bradford 
undertook it himfelf to have found the paflage betwixt the fhoals and the main, then 
Tufquantum our pilot died, fo that we returned to the Maflachufets, where we found 
the trade fpoiled, and nothing but complaints betwixt the favages and the Englifh. At 
Nawfet we were kindly ufed, and had good trade, though we loft our barge, the fa- 
vages carefully kept both her wreck and fome ten hogfheads of corn three months, 
and fo we returned, fome by land, fome in the fhip. ; 

Captain Standifh being recovered, went to fetch them both, and traded at Namafket 
and Monomete, where the’ people had the plague, a place much frequented with 
Dutch and French, Here the Sachem put aman to death for killing his fellow at 
play, wherein they are fo violent, they will play their coats from their backs, and alfo 
their wives, though many miles from them. But our provifipn decaying, Standith is 
fent to Mattachift, where they pretended their wonted'love ; yet it plainly appeared 
they intended to kill him. Efcaping thence, we went to Monomete, where we found 

’ nothing but bad countenances. Here one Wittuwamat, a notable villain, would boait 
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how many French and Englith he had flain: this champion prefenting a dagr to the 
Sachem Canacum he had got from the Englith, occafioned us to underftand how they 
had contrived to murder all the Englifh in the land, but having fuch a fair oppor- 
tunity, they would begin here with us. Their fcornful ufage made the captain fo 
pafionate to appeafe his anger and choler, their intent made many fair excufes for 
fatisfaGion: Scar, a lufty favage, always feeming the moft to affect us, beftowed on us 
the beft prefents he had without any recompence, faying he was rich enough tp beftow 
fuch favours on his friends, yet had undertaken to kill the captain himfelf; but our 
vigilances fo prevented the advantage they expected, we fafely returned, little fuipedt- 
ing in him any fuch treachery. 

During this time a Dutch fhip was driven afhore at Maffafowat, whofe King lay very 
fick, now becaufe it is a general cuft@m then for all their friends to vifit them, 
Mr. Winflow and Mr. Hamden, with Habamock for their guide, were fent with fuch 
cordials as they had to falute him; by the way they fo often heard the King was dead, 
Habbamock would brezk forth in thefe words. “ My loving Sachem, my loving Sachem, 
many have I known, but never any like thee, nor fhall ever fee the like amongft the 
favages; for he was no liar, nor bloody and cruel like other Indians, in anger foon 
reclaimed, he would be ruled by reafon, not {corning the advice of mean men, and 
governed his men better with a few ftrokes than others with many: truly loving where 
he loved, yea, he feared we had not a faithful friend left amongft all his countrymen, 
fhewing how oft he had reftrained their malice :’? much more with much paffion he 
fpoke to this purpofe, till at laft we arrived where we found the Dutchmen but newly 
gone, and the houfe fo full we could hardly get in. By their charms they diftempered 
us that were well, much more him that was fick, women rubbing him to keep heat 
in him; but their charms ended, underftanding of us, though he had loft his fight, 

“his underftanding failed not; but taking Winflow by the hand, faid, Art thou 
Winflow, oh Winflow, I fhall never fee thee again! Habamock telling him what 
reftoratives they had brought, he defired to tafte them; with much ado they got a 
little confe@tion of many comfortable conferves into his mouth, as it diffolved he fwal- 
Jowed it, then diffolving more of it in water, they fcraped his tongue, which was all 
furred and fwoln, and wafhed his mouth, and then gave him more of it to eat, and in 
his drink, that wrouglit fuch an alteration in him in two or three hours, his eyes opened 
to our great contents; with this and fuch broths as they there provided for him, it 
pleafed God he recovered: and thus the manner of his ficknefs and cure caufed no 
dmall admiration amongft them. 

During the time of their ftay to fee his recovery, they had fent to New Plymouth 
for divers good things for him, which he took fo kindly, that he fully revealed all 
the former confpiracies againft us, to which he had oft been moved; and how that 
all the people of Powmet, Nawiet, Succonet, Mattachift, Manamet, Augawam, and 
Capawac, were joined to murder us; therefore as we refpeéted our lives, kill them of 
Maffachufet that were the authors; for take away the principals and the plot will 
ceafe; thus taking our leaves, and arriving at our fort, we found our brave liberal 
friend of Pamet drawing Standifh to their ambufcadoes, which being thus difcovered, 
we fent him away, as though he knew nor fufpected any thing. ‘hem at the Maffa- 
chufets, fome were fo wild they ferved the favages for victuals, the reft fent us word 
the favages were fo infolgnt they would affault them though againft their commiflion, 

ic fearful they were to break their commiffion, fo much time was {pent in confultations, 
they all were famithed, till Waflapinewat again came and told them the day of their 
execution was at hand. : 
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Then they appointed Standifh with eight chofen menj uhder colour of trade to 
‘atch them in their own trap at Maffachufet, and acquaint it with the Englifh in the 
town, where arriving, he found none in the bark; and mot of the reft without arms, 
or farce cloaths, wandering abroad, all fo fenfelefsly fecure, he more than wondered 
they were not all flain; with much ado he got the moft of them to their town. The 
favages fufpeCting their plots difcovered, Peckfnot, a great man, and of as great a 
fpirit, came to Habamok, who was then amongf them, faying, Yell. Standith we 
know he is come to kill us, but let him begin when he dare. Not long after many 
would come to the fort and whet their knives before him, with many braving fpeeches. 
One amongtt the reft was by Wittawamat, bragging he had a knife that on the handle 
had the picture of a woman’s face ; but at home [ have one hath killed both French and 
Englifh, and that hath a man’s face on it, ¢nd by-and-by thefe two muft marry; but 
this here by.and-by fhall fee, and by-and-by eat, but not fpeak; alfo Peckfnot being 
of a greater ftature than the captain, told him, though he were a great captain he was 
but a little man, and-I, though no Sachem, yet I am of great ftrength and courage. 
‘Thefe things Standifh bore patiently for the prefent ; but the next day feeing he could 
not get many of them together, but thefe two roarers, and two more being in a con« 
venient room, and his company about him, Standifh feized on Peckfnot’s knife then 
hanging about his neck, wherewith he flew him, and the reft flew Wittawamat and 
the other favage ; but the youth they took, who being brother to Wittawamat, and as 
villainous as himfelf, was hanged. “It is incredible how many wounds they endured, 
ca'cving at their weapons without any fear or bruit, till the laft gafp. Habamok 
ftood by all this time very filent; but all ended, he faid, < Yelterday Peckfnot 
bragged of his ftrength and ftature, but I fee you are big enough to lay him on the 

round,” 

The town he left to the guard of Wefton’s people: three favages more were flain ; 
upon which rumour ae all fled from their houfes. The next day they met with a 
file of favages that let fly their arrows, fhot for fhot, till Habamok fhewed himfelf, 
and then they fled. For all this, a favage boy, to fhew his innocency, came boldly 
unto us, and told us, had the Englith fugitives but finifhed the three canoes they were 
making, to have taken the fhip, they would have done as much to all the Englifh, 
which was only the caufe they had forborne fo long. But low confulting and con- 
fidering their eftates, thofe that went in the pinnace to Barty Ifles to get paflage for 
England, the reft to New Plymouth, where they were kindly entertained. The 
Sachem Obtakeeft, and Powas, and divers others were guilty, the three fugitives in 
their fury there flew; but not long after fo diftratted were thofe poor fcattered people, 
they left their habitations, living in fwamps, where with cold and infinite difeafes they 
endured much mortality, fuing for peace, and crying, The God of England is angry 
with them. Thus you fee where God pleafes, as fome flourifh, others perith. 

Now on all hands they prepare their ground, and about the middle of April, ina 
fair feafon, they begin to plant till the latter end of May; but fo God pleafed, that in 
fix weeks after the latter fetting their fcarce fell any rain; fo that the flalk was firft fet, 
began to ear ere it came to half growth, and the laft not like to yield any thing at all. 
Our beans alfo feemed fo withered, we judged all utterly dead; that now all our hopes 
were overthrown, and our joy turned mto mourning. And more to our forrow, we 
heard of the twice return of the Paragon, that now the third time was fent us three 
months ago, but no news of her: only the figns ofa wreck we faw on the coaft which 
we judged her. This caufed not every of us to enter into a private confideration 
betwixt. God and our confciences, but :.1oft folemnly to humble ourfelves before the’ 
: 112 Lord 
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Lord by fafting and praying, to relieve our dejected fpirits by the comforts of his mercy- 
In the morning when we affembled all together, the fkies were as clear, and the drought 
as like to continue as ever; yet our exercife continued eight or nine-hours. Before 
our departure, the tkies were all over-caft, and on the next morning diftilled fuch foft, 
fweet, moderate fhowers, continuing fourteen days, mixed with fuch feafonable weather, 
as it was hard to fay, whether. our withered corn or drooping affections were moft 
quickened and revived ; fuch was the bounty and mercy of God. Of this the Indians, 
by the means of Habamok, took notice, who feeing us ufe this exercife in the midtt of , 
the week, faid; It was but ‘three days fince Sunday, and defired to know the reafon 3 
which when he underftood, he and all of them admired the goodnels of God towards 
us, fhewing the difference betwixt their conjurations and our prayers, and what ftorms 
and dangers they oft receive thereby. ‘To exprefs our thankfulnefs, we affembled 
together another day, as before, and eithér the next morning, or not long after, came 
in two fhips to fupply us, and all their paffengers well except one, and he prefently 
recovered. For us, notwithftanding all thefe wants, there was not a fick perfon 
among{t us. The greater fhip we returned freighted; the other we fent to the 
fouthward, to trade under the command of Captain Altom. So that God be thanked,, 
we defire nothing, but what we will return commodities to the value. 

Thus all men find our great God he, 

‘That never wanted nature, 

‘Yo teach his truth, that only he, 

Of every thing is author. 


For this year from England is gone about forty fail of thips, only to fith ; and as I any 
informed, have made a far better voyage than ever. 

Now {ome new great obfervers will have this an ifland, becaufe1 have written it is 
the.continent : others report, that the people are fo bruit, they have no religion, where- 
in furely they are deceived ; for my part, I never heard of any nation in the world which 
had not a religion, deer, bows and arrows. They believe, as do the Virginians, of many. 
divine powers, yet of one above all the reft, as the Southern Virginians call their chief 
god Kewaffa, and that we now inhabit Oke; but both their Kings Werowance. The 
Maffachufets call their great god Kiehtan, and their kings thereabouts Sachems: the 
Penobfcotes their greatet power Tantum, and their kings Sagomos, Thofe whereis . 
this plantation, fay Kiehtan made all the other gods: alfo one man and one woman, 
and of them ail mankind, but how they became fo difperfed they know not. They fay, 
at firft there was no king but Kiehtan that dwelleth far wefterly above the heavens, 
whither all good men go when they die, and have plenty ofall things. The bad men 
go thither alfo and knock at the door, but he bids them go wander in endlefs want and 
mifery, for they fhall not flay there. They never faw Kiehtan, but they hold it a great 
charge and duty, that one age teach another ; and to him they make feafts, and cry 
ard ding for plenty and vidtory, or any thing is good. They have another power they 
call Hobamock, which we conceive the devil ; and upon him they call to cure their 
wounds and difeafes: when they are curabie, he perfuades them he fent them, becaufe 
they have displeafed him; but if they be mortal, then he faith, Kiehtan fent them, 
wiich makes them never call on him in their ficknels. ‘They fay this Hobamock ap. 
pearsto them fometimes like aman, a deer, or an eagle, but moft commonly like a 
frake ; not to all, but only to their Powahs to cure difeafes, and Undefes, which is one 
of the chief next the King, and fo bold inthe wars, that they think no weapon can kill 
tnem : and thofe are fuch as conjure in Virginia, and caufe the people to do what they 
Lit. : 
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For their goverment: every Sachemis is net a king, but their great Sachems have 
divers Sachem under their protection, paying them tribute, and dare make no- wars 
without his knowledge; but every Sachem taketh care for the widows, orphans, the 
aged and maimed, nor will they take any to firft wife, but them in birth equal to them- 
felyes, although they have many inferior wives and concubines that attend on the prin- 
cipal ; from whom he never parteth, but any of the reft when they lift ; they inherit by 
fucceflion, and every one knows their own bounds, To his men, he giveth them land; 
alfo bounded, and what deer they kill in that circuit, he hath the fore-part ; but if in 
the water, only the fkin: but they acccount none a man till he hath done fome notable 
exploit: the men are moft employed in hunting, the women in flavery ; the younger 

- obey the elders: their narhes are variable ; they have harlots and honeft women; the 
harlots never marry, or elfe are widows. They ufe divorcement, and the King com- 
monly punifheth all offenders himfelf:. when a mid is married, fhe cutteth her hairy. 
and keeps her head covered till. it be grown again. ‘Lheir arts, games, mutfic, attire,. 
burials, and fuch like, differ very little from-the Virginians, only. for their chronicles 
they make holes in the ground, as-the othef$ fet up great: ftones. 

Out of the relations of Mr. Eowarp Winstows- 

Now I know the common quettion is, for all thofe miferies, where is the wealth they: 
have got, or the gold or filver mines? ‘Yo fuch greedy unworthy minds I fay once 
again: the feais better than the richeft mine known, and of all the fifhing-fhips that 
went well provided, there is no complaint of lofs nor mifery, but rather an admiration 
of wealth, profit, and health. As for the land, were it never fo good, in two years {6 
few of fuch {mall experience living without fupplies fo well, and im health, it was an_ 
extraordinary blefling from God. But that with fuch fmall means-they fhould fubfift 
and do fo much, to any underftanding judgment is a wonder. Notwith{tanding, the 
vain. expedtation. of prefent gain in fome, ambition in others, that to be great would 
have all elfe flaves, and the careleffnefs in providing fupplies, hath caufed thofe defail- 
ments in thofe plantations, and however fome bad conditions will extol the ations of 
any nation but their own ; yet if we may give credit to the Spaniards, Portuguefe, and. 
French writings, they endured as many miferies, and. yet-not in twenty years effedted. 
fo much, nay fearce in forty. ; : 

Thus you may fee plainly the yearly fuccefs from New England by Virginia, which: 
hath been fo coftly to this kingdom, and fo dear to me, which either to fee perifh, or 
but bleed: Pardon me, though it paflionate me beyond the bounds of modefty, to have 
been fufficiently able to forelee their miferies, and had neither power nor means to 

’ preventit. By that acquaintance I have with them, I call them my children : for they. 
have been my wife, my hawks, hounds, my cards, my dice, and in total, my beft con- 
tent, as indifferent to my heart as my left hand to my right. And notwithftanding, ail 
thofe miracles of difafters have crofled both them and me, yet were there not an Eng. 
lifhman remaining, as God be thanked, notwithftanding the maffacre, there are fome 
thoufands ; I would yet begin again with as fmall means as I did at firft, not that I have: 
any fecret encouragement (I proteft) more than lamentable experience; for all their.dif-. 
coveries | have yet heard of, are but pigs of my own fow, nor more ftrange to me than: 
to hear one tell me he hath gone from Billingigate and difcovered Gravelend, ‘Vilbury,. 
Queenborough, Lee, and Margate, which to thofe did never hear of them, though they 
dwellin England, might be made fome rare fecrets and great countries unknown, ex- 
cept fome few relations of Mr. Dirmer. In England fome are held great travellers 

_ that have feen Venice and Rome, Madrid, Toledo, Seville, Algiers, Prague or Ragoufa, 
Conftantinople or Jerufalem,and the pyram‘ds of Egypt ; that think it nothing to go to 
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Summer Ifles or Virginia, which is as far as any of them, and I hope in time will prove 
a more profitable and a more laudable jourmey ; as for the danger, you fee our ladies 
and gentlemen account it nothing now to go thither; and therefore I hope all good. 
men will better apprehend it, and not fuffer them to languifh in defpair, whom God fo 
wonderfully and oft hath preferved. 

What here I have writ by relation, if it be not right I humbly entreat your pardons, 
but I have not {pared any diligence to learn the truth of them that have been actors, 
or fharers in thofe voyages ; in fome particulars they might deceive me, but in the fub- 
ftance they could not: for few could tell me any thing, except where they fifhed. But 
feeing all thofe have lived there, do confifm more than I have writ, I doubt ‘not 
but all thofe teftimonies with thefe new-begun examples of plantation, will move bo:h 
city and country freely to adventure with me more than promifes. 

But becaufe fome fortune-tellers fay; I am unfortunate ; had they fpent their. time 
as Ihave done, they would rather believe in God than their calculations, and perad- 
venture have given as bad an account of their aGtions; and therefore I entreat leave 
to an{wer thofe objectors, that think it ftrange, if this be true, 1 have made no more 
ufe of it, reft fo long without employment, nor have no more reward nor preferment ; 
to which I fay ; 

I think it more ftrange they fhould tax me, before they have tried as much as J have, 
both by land and fea, as wellin Afia and Africa, as Europe and America, where my 
commanders were actors or fpectators, they always fo freely rewarded me, I never 
tieeded be importunate, or could I ever learn to beg: what there I got, I have fpent ; 
yet in Virginia I ftaid, till I left five hundred behind me better provided than ever I 
was, from which bleffed Virgin (ere I returned) fprung the fortunate habitation of 
Summer Ifles. : ; 

This Virgin’s Sifter, now called New England, at my humble fuit, by our moft 
gracious Prince Charles, hath been near as chargeable to me and my friends : for all 
which, although I never got a fhilling but it coft me a pound, yet I would think my- 
felf happy could I fee their profperities, 

But if it yet trouble a multitude to proceed upon thefe certainties, what think you I 
undertook when nothing was known but that there was a vaft land? I never had power 
and means to do any thing, though more hath been {pent in formal delays than would 
have done the bufinefs, but in fuch a penurious and miferable manner, as if I had gone 
a begging to build an univerfity ; where had men been as forward to adventure 
their purfes, and perform the conditions they promifed me, as to crop the fruits of my 
labours, thoufands ere this had been bettered by thefe defigns. Thus betwixt the fpur 
of defire and the bridle of reafon, I am near ridden to death in a ring of defpair ; the 
reins are in your hands, therefore I entreat you eafe me; and thofe that think I am 
either idle or unfortunate, may fee the caufe and know ; unlefs I did fee better dealing, 
T have had warning enough not to be fo forward again at every motion upon their pro- 
mifes, unlefs I intended nothing but to carry news ; for now they dare adveature a 
thip, that when I went firft would not adventure a groat, fo they may be at home again 
by Michaelmas, which makes me remember and fay with Mr. Hackluit ; Oh incredu- 
lity, the wit of fools, that flovingly do fpit at all ‘things fair ; a fluggard’s cradle, a 
coward’s caftle : how eafy itis to be an infidel ! But to the matter : By this all men 
may perceive, the ordinary performance of this voyage in fiveor fix months ; the 
plenty of fith is moft certainly approved ; and it is certain, from Canada and New Eng- 

“land, within thefe fix years hath come near twenty thoufand beaver-fkins. Now had - 
each of thefe fhips tranfported but fome {mall quantity of the moft increafing beafts, 
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* fowls, fruits, plants, and feeds, as I projected, by this time their increafe might have 
been fufficient for more than one thoufand men ; but the defire of prefent gain in 
many is fo violent, and the endeavours of many undertakers fo. negligent, every one 
fo regarding thir private gain, that it is hard to effect any public good, and impoffible 
to bring them into a body, rule, or order, unlefs both honefty, as well as authority 
and money, affift experience. But your home-bred engroffing projectors will at latt 
find, there is a great difference betwixt faying and doing, or thofe that think their 
direétions can be as foon and eafily performed, as they can conceit them; or that their 
conceits are the fitteft things to be put in practice, or their countenances maintain plant- 
ations. But to conclude, the fifhing will go forward whether you plant it or no 3 
whereby a colony may be then tranfported with no great. charge, that in fhort time might 
provide fuch freights, to buy on us there dwelling, as I would hope no fhip fhould go 
or come empty from New England. 

The charge of this is only falt, nets, hooks, lines, knives, Irifh rugs, coarfe cloth, 
beads, glafs, and fuch trafh, only for fifhing and trade with the favages, befides our 
own neceflary provifions, whofe endeavours’would quickly defray all this charge 5 and 
the favages did entreat me to inhabit where I.would. Now all thofe thips, till thefe 
laft two years, have been fifhing within afquare of two or three leagues, and {carce any 
one yet will go any further in the port they fifh in, where queftionlefs five hundred 
may have their freight as well as elfewhere, and be in the market ere others can 
have. the fifh in their thips, becaufe New England’s fifhing begins in February, in 
Newfoundland not till the midit of May; the progreflion hereof tends much to the 
advancement of Virginia and the Summer Iiles, whofe empty thips may take in their 
freights there, and would be alfo in time of need a good friend to the inhabitants of 
Newfoundland. a 

‘The returns made by the weftern men, are commonly divided in three parts; one 
for the owner of the {hip ; another for the mafter and. his company ; the third.for the 
victuallers, which courle being {till permitted, will be no hindrance to the plantation, 
as yet go there never fo many, but a means of tranfporting that yearly for little or no- 
thing, which otherwife will coft many hundreds of pounds. If a fhip can gain twenty, 
thirty, fifty in the hundred ; nay three hundred for one hundred in feven or ten months, 
as you fee they have done, {pending twice fo much time in coming and going as in 
ftaying there : were I there planted, feeing the variety of the fifhings ferve the 
moft part of the year, and with a little labour we might make all the falt we need 
ufe, as is formerly faid, and conceive no reafon to diitruft of good fuccefs by God's 
affiftance ; befides for the building of thips, no place hath more convenient har- 
bours, ebb, nor flood, nor beiter timber ; and no commodity in Europe doth more 
decay than wood. 


Mr. Dee’s Opinion for the building of Ships. 


Mr. DEE recordeth in his Britith Monarchy, that King Edgar had a navy of four 
thoufand fail, with which he yearly made his progrefs, about this famous monarchy of 
Great Britain, largely declaring the benefit thereof.; whereupon he projected to our 
moft memorable Queen Elizabeth, the eredting of a fleet of fixty fail, he calleda little 
navy royal : imitating that admired Pericles Prince of Athens, that could never fecure 
that tormented eftate, until he was lord and captain of the fea. At this none need 
wonder, for who knows not Her Royal Majefty during her life, by the incredible aa- 


ventures-of her royal navy, and valiant foldiers and feamen, notwithftanding all trea 
: cheries 
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cheries ‘at home, the protecting and defending France and Holland, and reconquering 
Ireland ; yet all the world by fea and land both feared or loved, and admired good 
Queen Elizabeth. Both to maintain and increafe that incomparable honour (God be 
thanked) to her incomparable fucceffor, our moft Royal Lord and Sovereign King 
James, this great philofopher. hath left this to His Majefty and his kingdom’s confi- 
deration: that if the tenths of the earth be proper to God, it is alfo due by fea. The 
King’s highways are common to pafs, but not to dig for mines or any thing : fo Eng. 
lana’s coafts are free te pafs but not to fith, but by His Majeity’s prerogative. 

‘His Majefty of Spain permits none to pals the Pope’s order for the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, but by his permiflion, or at their perils; if all that world be fo juftly theirs, it 
is no injuflice for England to make as much ufe of her own fhores as ftrangers do, that 
‘pay to their own lords the tenth, and not to the owner of thofe liberties any thing to 
fpeak of, whofe fubjects may neither talse nor fell any in their territories ; which {mall 
iribute would maintain this little Navy Royal, and not coft His Majefty a penny, and 
yet maintain peace with all foreigners, and allow them more courtefy than any nation 
in the world affords to England. It were a fhame to alletlge, that Holland is more 
worthy to enjoy our fifhing as lords thereof, becaufe they have more {kill to handle it 
than we, as they can our wool and undreffed cloth, notwithfanding all their wars and 
troublefome diforders, 

To get moncy to build this navy, ke faith, who would not fpare the one-hundredth 

enny of his rents, and the five-hundredth penny of his goods; each fervant that 
taketh forty fhillings wages, four-pence ; and every foreigner of feven years of age, 
four-pence for feven years; not any of thefe but they will fpend three times fo much 
in pride, wantonnefs, or fome fuperfluity; and do any men love the fecurity of their 
eltates,ethat of themfelyes would not be humble fuitors to His Majefty to do this of 
free will as a voluntary benevolence, or but the one-half of this (or fome fuch other 
courfe, as { have prounded to divers of the companies), free from any conftraint, tax, 
lottery, or impofition ; fot may be as honeftly and truly employed as it is projected, 
the pooreft mechanic in this kingdom would gain by it. Then you might build hips 
of any proportion and numbers you pleafe, five times cheaper than you can do here, 
and have good merchandize for their freight in this unknown land, to the advance. 
ment of Ged’s glory, his church and gofpel,. and the ftrengthening and relief of a 
great part of Chriftendom without hurt te any, to the terror of pirates, the amaze- 
ment of enemies, the affi{tance of friends, the fecuring merchants, and fo much in- 
creafe of navigation, to make England’s trade and fhipping as much as any nations in 
the world, befides a hundred other benefits, to the general good of all true fubjects, 
and-would caufe thoufands yet unborn to blefs the time, and all them that firft put it 
in practice. 

Wow leit it fhould be obfcured as it hath been to private ends, or fo weakly under. 
taken by our overweeving incredulity, that flrangers may poffels it, whilit we contend 
for New England’s geods, but not England’s good; I[ have prefented it, as I have 
faid, to the Prince and nobility, the gentry and commonalty, hoping at laft ie will 
move the whole land to know it and confider of it; fince I can find them wood and 
half viduals, with the aforefaid advantages: were this country planted,. with what 
facility they may buitd and maintain this litle navy royal, bot: with honour, profit, 
and content, and inhabit as good a country as any in the world within that parallel, 
which with my life and what I have, I will endeavour to effect, if God pleafe and you 

~permit. But no man will go from hence to have lefs freedom there than here, nor 
adventure all they have to prepare the way for them, will fearce thank them for it : 
an 
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and it is too well known there have been fo. many undertakers of patents, and fuch 
fharing of them, as hath bred no lefs difcouragement than wonder to hear fuch great 
promifes and fo little performance; in the interim, you fee the French and Dutch 
already frequent it, and God forbid they in Virginia, or any of His Majefty’s fubjects, 
fhould not have as free liberty as they. To conclude, were it not for Mr. Cherley, and 
a few private adventurers with them, what have we there for all thefe inducements? As 
for them whom pride or covetoufnefs lulleth afleep in a cradle of flothful careleffnefs, 
would they but-confider how all the great monarchies of the earth have been brought 
to confufion, or but remember the late lamentaif® experiences of Conftantinople, and 
how many cities, towns, and provinces, in the fair rich kingdoms of Hungaria, ‘Tran. 
fylvania, Wallachia, and Moldavia, and how many thoufands of princes, earls, ba- 
rons, knights, merchants, and others, have ii one day loft goods, lives, and honours, 
or fold for flaves like beafts in a market-plac¢, their wives, children, and fervants flain, 
‘or wandering they knew not whither, dying or living in all extremities of extreme 
miferies and calamities, furely they wou'd not only do this, but give all they have 
to enjoy peace and liberty at home, or but adventure their perfons abroad, to pre- 
vent the conclufions of a conquering foe, who commonly affaulteth, and beft pre- 
vaileth where he findeth wealth and plenty moft armed with ignorance and fecurity. 

Though the true condition of war is only to fupprefs the proud and defend the ins 
nocent, as did that moft generous Prince Sigifmundus, Prince of thofe countries, 
spent them whom, under the colour of juftice and piety, to maintain their fuperfluity 
of ambitious pride, thought all the world too little to ‘maintain their vice, and undo 
them, or keep them from ability to do any thing that would not admire and adore their 
honours, fortunes, covetoufnels, falfehood, bribery, cruelty, extortion, and. ingrati- 
tude, which is worfe than cowardice or ignorance, and all manner of vilenefs, clean 
contrary to all honour, virtue, and noblenefs. 


Joun Smitu writ this with his own hand. 


Here follow certain notes and obfervations of Captain Charles Whitbourne con- 
cerning Newfoundland, which although every mafter trained vp in fifhing can make 
their proportions of neceffaries according to their cuftom, yet it is not much amifs here 
toinfert them, that every one which defires the good of thofe ations know them alfo. 
Befides in his book, entitled ‘A Difcovery of Newfoundland, and the Commodities 
thereof,’ you fhall find many excellent good advertifements for a plantation, and how 
that moft years this coaft hath been frequented with two hundred and fifty fail of His 

~ Majefty’s fubjeGs, which fuppofing but fixty tons a-piece, one with another, they 
amount to fifteen thoufand tons, and allowing twenty-five men and boys to every bark, 
they will make five thoufand perfons, whofe labours return yearly to about one hun- 
dred and thirty-five thoufand pounds fterling, befides the great numbers of brewers, 
bakers, coopers, fhip-carpenters, net-makers, rope-makers, hook-makers, and the 
moft of all other mechanical trades in England. 


VOL. XIII. _ KK The 


250 


SMITH’S NEW ENGLAND. 


The charge of fetting forth a fhip of one hundred tons with forty perfons, both to make a 
Sifring voyage, and increafe the plantation. 


Imprimis, 10,000 weight of bif- 
cuit, at 1ss.acwt. == 
26 Tuns of beer and cyder, at 
53s. 4d. a tun, - - 
2 Hogfheads of Englith beef, 
2 Hogtheads of Irifh beef, - 
‘vo Fat hogs, falted with falt, and 


9 
10 
5 


cafks, « - = « 10 
30 Buthels of peafe, - - 6 
2 Firkins of butter, - - 3 
200 Weight of cheefe, - 2 
1 Bufhel of muftard, - 0 
1 Hogthead of vinegar, - 1 
‘Wood to drefs meat withal, i 
1 Great copper kettle, - 2 
2 Small kettles, - - 2 
2 Frying-pans, - - 0 
Platters, ladles, andcans, - 4 
A pair of bellows for the cook, o 
Taps, borers, and funnels, - © 
Locks for the bread-rooms, ° 
100 Weight of candles, - 2 
130 Quarters of falr, at 2s. the 

bufhel, - - - 10 
Mats and dinnage to lie under 

it, - - - - 2 
Salt fhovels, - - - 0 
Particulars for the 40 perfons 

to keep 8 fifhing boats at fea, 

with 3 men in every boat, 

employs 24, and 500 feet 

of elm boards of an inch 

thick, 8s. each one, - 2 
2000 Nails for the 8 boats, at 

138. 4d.a 1000, - I 


4000 Nails, at 6s. 8d.a 1000, 1 
2000 Nails, at sd.at100, - 0 
500 Weight of pitch, at 8s. a 


100, + - 2 
2000 of good orlop uails, - 2 
More for other {mall neceffaries, 3 
A barrel of tar, - - 0 
200 Weight of black oakum, 1 
Thrums for pitch maps, - © 
Bowls, buckets, and pumps, I 
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£. 
2 Brazen cocks, - - 2 
Canvas to make boat-fails and 
fmall ropes, at 25s. for each 
fail, - ‘5 - “ 
10 Rod ropes, which con- 
tain 600 weight, at 30s. the 


12 


100, - - - 10 

12 Dozen of fifhing-lines, - 6 

_ 24 Dozen of fifhing-hooks, 2 

’. For {quid line, - - 0 

¥or pots and liver maunds, ° 
Iron works for the boats’ rud- 

ders, - . . - 2 

10 Kipnet irons, - - 0 


Twine to make kipnets and 


gagging hooks, = - - 0 
10 good nets, at 26s. a net, 3 
2 Saynes, a great and a lefs, 12 
200 Weight of fow-lead, - 1 
2 Couple of ropes for the feans, 1 
Dry-fats tokeepthemin, - © 
Twine for ftore, - - 0 
Flafkets and bread-bafkets, ° 
For hair cloth, - - 10 
3 Tuns of vinegar catk for 

water, - - - 1 
1 Dozen of deal boards, - 0 
2 Barrels of oatmeal, - I 
1co Weight of fpikes, - 2 


2, Good axes, 4 hand-hatchets, 
4 drawers, 2 drawing irons, o 
3 Yards of woollen cloth for 


cuffs, - oe - 0 
8 Yards of good canvas, + © 
A Grindftone or two, - 0 


2000 of poor-john to fpend in 
going, - - - 

1 Hogfhead of aqua-vite,  - 

4 Arm faws, 4 hand faws, 4 
thwart faws, 3 augers, 2 
crows of iron, 3 fledges, 4 
fhod fhovels, 2 pick-axes, 4 
mattocks,and.4 hammers, 5 


The total fumis - 420 
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All thefe provifions the mafter or purfer is to be accountable whatis fpent and what is 
left, with thofe which fhall continue there to plant ; and of the forty thus provided for 
the voyage, ten may well be {pared to leave behind them, with fe hundred weight 
of bifeuit, five hogfheads of cyder or beer, half a hogfhead of beef, four fides of dry 
bacon, four bufhels of peafe, half a firkin of butter, half'a hundred weight of cheefe, 
a peck of muftard-feed, a barrel of vinegar, twelve pounds of candles, two pecks of 
oatmeal, half a hogthead of aqua-vita, two copper kettles, one brafs crock, one frying- 
pan, a grindftone, ‘and all the hatches, wood-hooks, faws, augers, &c., and all other 
iron tools, with the eight boats and their implements, and fpare falt, and what elfe 
they ufe, not ina readinefs from year to year, and in the mean time ferved them to 
help to build their houfes, cleanfe land, and further their fifhing whilft the hips are 
wanting. 

By his eftimation and calculation thefe eig’.t boats with twenty-two men in a fummer 
do ufually kill twenty-five thoufand fith for every boat, which may amount to two 
hundred thoufand, allowing a hundred avd twenty fifhes to the hundred ; fometimes 
they have taken above thirty-five thoufand for a boat ; fo that they load not only their 
own fhip, but provide great quantities for facks, or other fpare fhips which come 
thither only to buy the overplus: if fuch fhips come not, they give over taking any 
more, when fometimes there hath been great abundance, becaufe there are no fit 
houfes to lay them in till another year ; now mit of thofe facks goeth empty thither, 
which might -as well tranfport men’s provifion and cattle at an eafy rate as nothing, 
either to New England or Newfoundland, but either to tranfport them for nothing, or 
pay any great matter for their liberty to fifh, will hardly effect fo much as freedom as 
yet ; nor can this be put in practice, as I before faid, till there be a power there well 
planted and fettled to entertain and defend them, affift and relieve them as occafion fhall 
require, otherwife thofe {mall divifions will effeét little, but fuch miferable conclufions 
as both the French and we too long have tried to our cofts. Now commonly twohundred 
thoufand fith will load a fhip of one hundred tons in Newfoundland, but half fo many 
will near do it in New England, which carried to Toulon or Marfeilles, where the 
cuftom is fmall, and the quintal lefs than ninety Englifh pounds weight, and the price, 
when leaft, twelve fhillings the quintal, which at that rate amounts to one thoufand 
three hundred and twenty pounds fterling ; and the fhip may either there be difcharged 
or employed, as hath been faid, to re-freight for England, fo that the next year fhe may 
be ready to go her fifhing-voyage again ata far cheaper rate than before. 

To this add but twelve tons of train-oil, which delivered in Newfoundland, is ten 
pounds the ton, makes one hundred and twenty pounds, then it is hard if there be not 
ten thoufand of core-fifh, which alfo fold there at five pounds the thoufand, makes 
fifty pounds, which brought to England, in {ome places yields near half fo much more ; 
bit if at Marfeilles it be fold for fixteen pounds the ‘quintal, as Commonly it is, and 
much dearer, it amounts to one thoufand feven hundred and fixty pounds; and 
if the boats follow the fithing till the 15th of Oétober, they may take eighty thoufand 
more, which with their train in Newfoundland, at four pounds the thoufand, will 
amount to three hundred and twenty pounds, which added to one thoufand three hun. 
dred and twenty pounds, with one hundred and twenty pounds for oil, and ten thou- 
fand of core-fifh fifty pounds, and the overplus at Marfeilles; which will be four 
hundred and forty pounds, make the total two. thoufand two hundred and fifty 
pounds, which divided in three parts, according to their cuftom, the vitualler hath for 
the former particulars, amounting to four hundred and twenty pounds, feven hundred 
and fifty-oné pounds; fo all the charge defrayed, he gains three hundred and thirty- 
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one pounds eleven fhillings ; then for the freight of the fhip there is feven hundred and 
fifty-one pounds, and fo much for the mafter and his company ; which comparing with 
the voyages hath been made to New England, you may eafily find which is the better 
though both be good. But now experience hath taught them at New Plymouth, that 
in April ‘there is a fifh much like a herring that comes up into tHe fmall brooks to 
{pawn, and where the water is not knee-deep, they will prefs up through your hands, 
yea, though you beat at them with cudgels, and in fuch abundance as is incredible, 
which they take with that facility, they manure their land with them when they have 
occafiort ; after thofe the cod alfo preffeth in fuch plenty, even into the very harbours, 
they have caught fome in their arms, and hook them fo faft, three men oft loadeth 
a boat of two tons in two hours, where before they ufed moft to fifh in deep 
water. 


. 


The prefent State of New Plymouth. 


AT New Plymouth there is about one hundred and eighty perfons, fome cattle and 
goats, but many {wine and poultry, thirty-two dwelling-houfes, whereof feven were 
burnt the laft winter, and the value of five hundred pounds in other goods; the town 
is tmpailed about half a mile compafs. In the town upon a high mount they have a 
fort well built with wood, loam, and ftone, where is planted their ordnance ; alfo a fair 
watch tower, partly framed for the fentinel: the place, it feems,is healthful, for in thefe 
laft three years, notwithftanding their great want of moft neceffaries, there hath not 
one died of the firft planters ; they have made a falt-work, and with that falt preferve 
the fith they take, and this year hath freighted a fhip of one hundred and eighty tons. 
The governor is one Mr. William Bradford; their captain, Miles Standifh, a bred foldier, 
in Holland; the chief men for their afliftance is Mr. Ifaac Alderton, and divers 
others, as occafion feryeth; their preachers are Mr. William Brufter and Mr. John 
Layford. ; 

The moft of them live together as one family or houfchold, yet every man fol- 
loweth his trade and profeffion both by fea and land, and all for a general ftock, out 
of which they have all their maintenance, until there be a dividend betwixt the planters 
and the adventurers. Thofe planters are not fervants to the adventurers here, but 
have only councils of directions from them, but no injunctions or command, and all 
the mafters of families are partners in land or whatfoever, fetting their labours againft 
the ftock, till certain years be expired for the divifin: they have young men and boys 
for their apprentices and fervants, and fome of them fpecial families, as fhip-carpenters, 
falt-makers, fith-mafters, yet as fervants upon great wages. The adventurers which 
raifed the {tock to begin and fupply this plantation were about feventy, fome gentle. 
men, fome merchants, fome handicrafts men, fome adventuring great fums, fome 
fmall, as their eftates and affe€tion ferved. ‘The gencral ftock already employed is 
about feven thoufand pounds, by redfon of which charge and many croffes, many of 
them would adventure no more, but others, that know fo great a defign cannot be 
effected without both charge, lofs and crofles, are refolved to go forward with it to 
their powers, which deferve no fimall commendations and eacouragement. Thefe 
dwell moft about London ; they are not a corporation, but knit together by a voluntary 
combination in a fociety without conftraint or penalty, aiming to do good and to plant 
religion; they have a prefident and treafurer, every year newly -chofen by the moft 
voices, who ordereth the affairs of their courts and meetings, and with the affent of 
the moft of them, undertaketh all ordinary bufineffes, but in more weighty affairs, the 
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affent of the whole company is required. There hath been fithing this year upon 
the coaft about fifty Englifh thips: and by Cape Anne there isa plantation a begin- 
ning by the Dorchefter men, which they hold of thofe of New Plymouth, who alfo 
by them have fet up a fithing work ; fome talk there is fome other pretended. planta- 
tions, all whofe good proceedings the eternal God proteét and preferve. And thefe 
have been the true proceedings and accidents in thofe plantations. : 

Now to make a particular relation of all the acts and orders in the courts belonging 
unto them, of the annihilating old patents and procuring new, with the charge, pains, 
and arguments, the reafons of fuch changes, all the treaties, confultations, orations, 
and diffentions about the fharing and dividing thofe large territories, confirming of 
counfellors, electing all forts of officers, directions, letters of advice, and their anfwers, 
difputations about the magazines and impofitions, fuiters for patents, pofitions for 
freedoms, and confirmaticns with complaints of injuries here, and alfo the mutinies, 
examinations, arraignments, executions, an‘. the caufe of the fo often revolt of the 
favages at large, as many would have had_-and it may be, fome do expect it would 
make more quarrels than any of them would willingly anfwer, and fuch a volume as 
would tire any wife man but to read the contents ; for my own part, I rather fear the 
unpartial reader will think this rather more tedious than neceflary : but he that would 
be a practitioner in thofe affairs, I hope will allow them not only needful but expedient: 
but however, if you pleafe to bear with thofe errors I have committed, if God pleafe 
I live, my care and pains fhall endeavour to be thankful; if I die, accept my good 
will: if any defire to be further fatisfied, what defeét is found in this, they fhall find 
fupplied in me, that thus freely-have thrown myfelf with my mite into the treafury of 
my country’s good, not doubting but God will ftir up fome noble fpirits to confider 
and examine if worthy-Columbus could give the Spaniards any fuch certainties for his 
defign, when Queen Habel of Spain, fet him forth with fifteen fail, and though I pro- 
mife no mines of gold, yet the warlike Hollanders let us imitate but not hate, whofe 
wealth and ftrength are good teftimonies of their treafury gotten by fifhing; and New 
‘England hath yielded already by general computation one hundred thoufand pounds at 
the leaft. Therefore honourable arid worthy countrymen, let not the meannefs of the 
word fyb diftatte you, for it will afford as good gold as the mines of Guiana or 
Potofi, with lefs hazard and charge, and more certainty and facility. 

5. 8. 
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TRAVELS IN CANADA; 


BY THE BARON LAHONTAN.* 





‘ 


TO HIS GRACE WILLIAM DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE, 


Lord Steward of Her Majefty’s Houfhold, Lord Lieutenant of the County of Derby, Chief Juttice in 
Eyre of all Her Majeity’s Forefts, Chaces,. Parks, &c. Trent-North 3 one of the Lords of Her 
Majefty’s Moft Honourable Privy Council, and Knight of the Moft Noble Order of the Garter. ‘ 


My Lorp, ‘ 
Gu Ihad the honour to prefent the King of Denmark with the firft part of 

this book, I prefume to makea prefent of the latter to Your Grace. In making the 
firft dedication, I had no other inducement, than a due regard to the benefits I receiv’d 
from His Majefty’s favour ; and the fame motive with reference to Your Grace, has 
poor me to make this acknowledgment of the undeferved favours you kindly vouch- 
afed me. ° 

I did not dare to launch out into the praife of His Danifh Majefty, who has a juft 

title to all forts of encomiums ; by reafon that the little French [had has been forgot 
among a fort of people, that take panegyrics to be affronts. ’Tis with the fame view, 
my Lord, that I dectine the pleafure of publifhing thofe diftinguifhing qualities, that 
place Your Lordfhip at the head of the moft accomplithed Grandees of the world, and 
the moft zealous patriots of their country. 


Tam, with all gratitude and veneration, 


My Lord, 
Your Grace’s moft humble, and moft obedient fervant, 
LAHONTAN. 
i — 


THE PREFACE. 


HAxe flattered myfelf with the vain hopes of retrieving the King of France’s 
favour, before the declaration of this war, I was fo far from thinking to put thefe 
letters and memoirs to the prefs, that I defigned to have committed ’em to the flames, 
if that Monarch had done me the honour of reinftating me in my former vlaces, with 
the good leave of Mefirs. de Pontchartraint, the father and the fon. *Twas with that 


# 2d Edition, London 1735, 2 vols. 8vo. . : 
~ “¢ The one Chancellor of France, and the other Secretary of State ; both of them vailly rich. 
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view that I neglected to put ’em in fuch a drefs as might now be wifhed for, for the 
fatisfaction of the reader that gives himfelf the trouble to perufe ’em. 

Between the fifteenth and fixteenth year of my age I went to Canada, and there 
took care to keep up a conftant correfpondence by letters with an old relation, who 
had required of me a narrative of the occurrences of that country, upon the account 
of the yearly affiftance he gave me. ’Tis thefe very letters that make the greateft 
part of the firft volume. They contain an account of all that pafs’d between the Eng- 
lifh, the French, the Iroquefe, and the other favage nations, from the year 1683 to 
1694. Together with a great many curiqus remarks, that may be of ufe to thofe who 
have any knowledge of the Englifh or French colonies. 

‘The whole is writ with a great deal of fidelity ; for I reprefent things juft as they are. 
I neither flatter nor fpare any perfon whatfoever ; I attribute to the Iroquefe*, the 
glory they have purchafed on feveral occafi»ns, though at the fane time I hate that 

*rafcally people, as much as horns and law-fui s. Notwithftanding the veneration I have 
for the clergy, I impute to them all the mifc!ief the Iroquefe have done to the French 
colonies, in the courfe of a war that had néver been undertaken, if it had not been for. 
the councils of thefe pious churchmen. : 

The reader is defired to take notice that the towns of New York are known to the 
French by their old names only, and for that reafon I was oblig’d to make ufe of the 
fame in pate aswell as my maps. They give the name of New York to all that 
country, that reaches from the fource of its river to the mouth, that is, to the ifland,, 
upon which there ftands a city call’d in the time of the Dutch, Manathe, and now by 
the Englifh, New York. In like manner the plantation of Albany, that lies towards. 
the head of the river, is call’d by the French, Orange. - 

Farther 3 I would not have the reader to take it amifs, that the thoughts of the 
favages are fet forth in an European drefs, The occafion of that choice proceeded 
from the relation I correfponded with ; for that honeft gentleman ridiculed the meta- 
phorical harangue of the Grangulat ; and intreated me not to make a literal tranflation 
ofa language that was fo ftuffed with fictions and favage hyperboles. It‘is for this 
yeafon that all the difcourfes and arguments of thofe nations are here accommodated to 
the European ftyle and way of {peaking ; for having complied with my friend’s requeft,. 
Icontented myfelf in keeping only a copy of the letters I writ to him, during my pil- 
grimage in the country of thefe naked philofophers. 

Tt will not be improper to acquaint the reader, by the bye, that thofe who know my 
faults. do as little juftice to thefe people, as they do to me, in alleging Lama favage 
myfelf, and that hat makes ‘me fpeak fo favourably of my fellow-favages. ‘Vhele 
obfervers do me a great deal of honour, as long as they do not explain themfelves, fo 
as to make me directly of the fame chara¢ter with that which is tacked to the word. 
favage by the Europeans in their way of thinking : for in faying only that 1 am of the: 
fame temper with the favages, they give me, without defign, the character of the 
honefteft man in the world. Itis an uncontefted truth, that the nations which are: 
not debauched by the neighbourhood of the Europeans, are {trangers to the meafures. 
of meum and tuum, and to all laws, judges, and priefts.. This cannot be called-in 
queftion, firce all travellers that vifit thofe countries, vouch: for its truth ; and a great 
many of different profeffions have given the world repeated affurances that it is fo. 
Now this being granted, we ought not to fcruple to believe, that thefe are fuch wife 


© Called by the Englifh in New York, Mahak. + Sce Letter 7th.. 
and 
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and reafonable people. I take it, a man muft be quite blind who does not fee that 
the property of goods (I do ‘not fpeak of the ingrofling of women) is the only fource 
of all the diforders that perplex the European focicties. Upon that épnfideration it will 
be eafy to perceive, that] have not fpoke wide in defcribing that wifdom and acutenefs 
which fhines through the words and adtions of thefe poor Americans: If all the world 
had accefs to ihe books of voyages that are found in fome well-ftocked libraries, they 
would find in above a hundred defcriptions of Canada, an infinity of difcourfes and 
arguments offered by the favages, which are incomparably flronger, and more nervous 
than thofe I have inferted in my menicirs. 

As for fuch as doubt of the inflinét and wonderful capacity of beavers, they need 
only to caft their eyes upon the great map of America, drawn by the Sieur de Fer, and 
engraved at Paris in the year 1698 3 where they will meet with feveral furprizing things 
relating to thefe animals. 

While my book was printing in Holl nd, I was in England ; and as foon as it ap-* 
peared, feveral Englifh gentlemen of difi’nguithed merit, who under{tand the French 
as well as their mother tongue, gave me to know, that they would be glad to fee a 
more ample relation of the manners and cuftoms of the people of that continent, 
whom we cail by the name of favages. This obliged me to communicate to thefe 
gentlemen the fabflance of the feveral conferences I had in that country with a certain 
Huron, whom the French call Rat. While I flayed at that American’s village, Iem- 
ployed my time very agréeably in making a careful colleétion of all his arguments and 
opinions ; and’ as foon as I returned from my voyage upon the lakes of Canada, I 
fhewed my manufcript to Count Frontenac, who was fo pleafed with it, that he took 
the pains to afiift me in Gs ae the dialogues, and bringing them into the order they © 
now sppear in: for, before that, they were abrupt conferences without connexion. 
Upon the folicitation of thefe Englith gentlemen, I have put thefe dialogues .into 
the hands of the perfon who tranflated my letters and memoirs: and if it had not 
been for their preffing inftances, they had never feen the light; for there are but few 
in the world that will judge impartially, and without prepofleflion of fome things cone 
tained in them. 

I have likewife entrufted the fame tranflator with fome remarks that I made in 
Portugal and Denmark, when I fled thither from Newfoundland. There .the 
reader will meet with a defcription of Lifbon and Copenhagen, and of the capital city of 
Arragon, 

To the tranflation of my firft volume, I have added an exaé&t map cf Newfoundland, 
which was not in the original. I have likewife correted almoft all the’ cuts of the 
Folland impreftion, for the Dutch gravers had murdered them, by not underftanding 
their explications, which were allin French. ‘They have engraved women for men, 
and niet for women ; naked perfons for thofe thatare clothed, and 2 contra. As for 
the maps, the reader will find them very exaét; and I have taken care to have the 
tracts of my voyages more nicely delineated than in the original, 

Tunderftand by letters from Paris,that the two Meffieurs de Pontchartrain endeavour 
by all means to be revenged upon me for the affront they fay I gave them in publifhing 
jJome trifing ftories in my book, that ought to have been concealed. I arr likewife ine 
formed, that I have reafon to be apprehenfive of the refentment of feveral ecclefiattics, 
who pretend I have infulted God in cenluring their condud. But fince I expetted 
nothin; iefs than the furious refentment both of the one and the other, when I put this 
book to the prefs; I had time enough toarm myfelf from top to toe, in order to make 
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head againft them, Itis my comfort, that I have writ nothing but what I make good 
by authentic proofs ; befides, that I could not have faid fefs of them than I have done; 
. for if T had nof fied myfelf up to the direct thread of my diftourfe, I could have made 
digreffions, in which the conduct both of the one and the other would have appeared 
to be prejudicialto the repofe of the fociety, and the public good. 1 had provocation 
enough to have treated therh in that manner ; but my letters being addreffed to an old 
bigotted relation of mine, who fed upon devotion, and dreaded the influence of the 
court 3 he ftill befeeched me to write nothing to him that might difoblige the clergy 
or the courtiers, for fear of the intercepting of my letters. However, I have advice 
from Paris, that fome pedants are fet at work to lafh me in writing; and fo 1 muft 
prepare to ftand the brunt of afhower of affronts, that will be poured upon me in a few 
days. But it is no matter ; Tam fo good a conjurer, that I can ward off any ftorm 
from the fide of Paris. I laugh at their th-eats ; and fince I cannot make ufe of my 
fword, I'll wage war with my pen. 

This I only mention, by the by, in thi. my Preface to the Reader, whom I pray 
the Heavens to crown with-profperity, in preferving him from having any bufinefs to 
adiuft with moft of the minilters of ftate, and priefts; for let them be never fo faulty, 
they'll ftill be faid to be in the right, till {uch time as anarchy be introduced amongft 
us, as well as the Americans, among whom the forryeft fellow thinks himfelf a better 
man than a Chancellor of France. Thefe people are happy in being fcreen’d from 
the tricks and fhifts of minifters, who are always mafters wherever they come. I envy 
the ftate of a poor favage, who tramples upon laws, and pays homage to no fceptre. 
I wifh I could {pend the reft of my life in his hut, and fo be no longer expofed to the 
chagrin of bending the knee to a fet of men that facrifice the public good to their 
private intereft, and are born to plague honeft men. The two minifters of {tate I have 
to do with, have been folicited in vain, by the Duchefs of Lude, Cardinal Bouillon, 
Count Guifcar, Mr. De Quiros, and Count D’Avaux: nothing could prevail, though 
all that is laid to my charge confifts only in not bearing the affronts of a governor, 
whom they protect; at a time when a hundred other officers who live under the impue 
tation of crimes, infinitely greater than mine, are excufed for three months abfence. 
from court. Now the reafon is, that they give lefs quarter to thofe who have the 
misfortune to difpleafe the two Meffieurs De Ponchartrain, than to fuch as a& con- 
trary to the King’s orders. 

But after all my misfortunes, I have this to folace me, that I enjoy in England a 
fort of liberty that is not met with elfewhere: for one may jultly fay, that of all the 
countries inhabited by civilized people, this alone affords the greateft perfection of 
liberty; nay, Ido not except the liberty of the mind, for Iam convinced that the 
Englifh maintain it with a great deal of tendernefs: fo true it is, that all degrees of 
flavery are abhorred by this people, who fhew their wifdom in the precautions they 
take to prevent their finking into a fatal fervitude. . ; 
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LETTER‘L 


- Dated at the Port of Quebec, Nov. 8, 168 Ie 


Containing a Defcription of the Paffage from France to Canada, with Some Remarks upon 
the Coafts, Channels, &%c., and the Variation of the Needle. 


Sir, 


I AM furprized to find that a voyage to the New World is fo formidable to thofe 
who are obliged to undertake it; for I folemnly proteft, that it is far from being what 
the world commonly takes it for. It is true the paflage is in fome meafure long, but 
then the hopes of viewing an unknown country, atones for the tedioufnels of the 
voyage. When we broke ground from Fochelle, “I acquainted you with the reafons 
that moved Mr. Le Fevre de la Barre, gov. rnor-general of Canada, to fend the Sieur 
Mahu, a Canadefe, to France; and at the ‘ame time gave you to know, that he had 
refolvedupon the utter deftruction of the Iroquefe, who are ‘a very warlike and favage 
people. Thefe barbarlans befriend the Englifh, upon the account of the fuccours 
they receive from them; but they are enemies to us, upon the apprehenfion of being 
deftroyed by us fome time or other. The General I {poke of but now, expected 
that the King would fend him feven or eight hundred men; but when we fet out 
from Rochelle, the feafon was fo far advanced, that our three companies of marines 
were reckoned a fufficient venture. : 

I met with nothing in our paflage that was difagreeable, abating for a ftorm that 
alarmed us for fome days, upon-the precipice of the bank of Newfoundland, where 
the waves fwell prodigioufly, even when the winds are low. In that ftorm our frigate © 
received fome rude fhocks from the fea ; but in regard that fuch accidents are yfual 
in that voyage, they made no impreflion upon the old feafoned failors. As for my 
part, I could not pretend to that pitch of indifference, for having never made fuch a 
voyage before, I was fo alarmed in feeing the waves mount up to the clouds, that I 
made more vows to Neptune than the brave Idomenzeus did in his return from the 
wars of Troy. After we made the bank, the waves funk, and the wind dwindled, 
and the fea became fo fmooth and eafy, that we could not work our fhip. You can 
fcarce imagine what quantities of cod-fifh were caught there by our feamen in the 
fpace of a quarter of an hour, for though we had thirty-two fathom water, yet the 
hook was no fooner at the bottom than the fith was caught, fo that they had nothing 
to do but to throw in and take up without interruption: but after all, fuch is the mif- 
fortune of this fifhery, that it does not fucceed but upon certain banks, which are 
commonly paft over without ftopping. However, as we were plentifully entertained 
at the coft of thefe fifhes, fo fuch of them at continued in the fea made fufficient 
reprifals upon the corpfe of a captain and of feveral foldiers, who died of the fcurvy, 
and were thrown overboard three or four days after, 

In the meantime the wind veering to the weft-north-weft, we were obliged to lay by 
for five or fix days; but after that it chopped to the north, and fo we happily made 
Cape Rafe, though indeed our pilots were at a lofs to know where we were, by 
reafon that they could not take the latitude for ten or twelve days before. You may 
eafily imagine that it was with great joy that we heard one of our failors call from the 
top-maft, Land, land, juft as St. Paul did when he approached to Malta, Div ie, 
Tie tea: for you muit know that when the pilots reckon they approach to land, ey 
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wife the precaution of fending up failors to the top-maft, in order to fome difcovery, 
‘and thefe failors are relieved every two hours till night comes, at which time they 
furl their fails if the land is not yet defcried, fo that in the night-time they fearce 
make any way. From this it appears how important it is to know the'coaft, before 
you approach to it; nay, the paffengers put fuch.a value upon the difcovery, that 
they prefent the firft difcoverer with fome piftoles. In the meantime you'll be pleafed 
to obferve, that the needle of the compafs, which naturally points to the north, turns _ 
upon the bank of Newfoundland, 23° towards the north-welt, that is, it points there a 
degree nearer to the weft than north-north-welt. This remark we made by our come 
pals of. variation. 

We defcried the cape about noon, and in order to confirm the difcovery, ftood in 
upon it with all fails aloft. At laft, being aflvred that it was the promontory we looked 
for, an univerfal joy was fpread throughout the fhip, and the fate of the wretches that 
we had thrown overboard was quite forgot. ‘Then the failors fet about the chriftening . 
of thofe who had never made the voyage péfore; and indeed they had done it fooner, 
if it had not been for the death of our above-mentioned companions, The chriftening 
I {peak of, is an impertinent ceremony, prattifed by feafaring men, whofe humours 
are as ftrange and extravagant as the element itfelf, upon which they foolifhly truft 
themfelves, By virtue of acuftom of old ftanding, they profane the facrament of 
baptifm in an unaccountable manner. Upon that occafion the old failors being 
blackened all over, and difguifed with rags and ropes, force the greener fort that have 
never pafled fome certain degrees of latitude before, to fall down on their knees, and 
to fwear upon a book of fea-charts, that upon all occafions they will practife upon 
others, the fame ceremony that is then made ufe of towards them. After the adminif- 
tering of this ridiculous oath, they throw fifty buckets full of water upon their head, 
belly, and thighs, and indeed, all over their bodies, without any regard to times or 
feafons. This piece of folly is chiefly practifed under the equator, under the tropics, 
under the polar circles, upon the bank of Newfoundland, and in the Streights of 
Gibraltar, the Sund, and the Dardanelles. As for perfons of note or charaéter, they 
are exempted from the ceremony, at the expence of five or fix bottles of brandy for 
the fhip’s crew. : 

Three or four days after the performance of this folemnity, we difcovered Cape 
Raye, and fo made up to St. Lawrence Bay, in the mouth of which we were becalmed 
for a little while, and during that calm we had a clearer and pleafanter day than any 
we had feen in the paflage. It looked as if that day had been vouchfafed us by way 
of recompence for the rains, fogs, and high winds that we encountered by the way. 
There we faw an engagement between a whale and a fword-fifh*, at the diftance of a 
gun-fhot from our frigate. We were perfeétly charmed when we {aw the fword-fith 
jump out of the water in order to dart its {pear into the body of the whale; when 
obliged to take breath. ‘This entertaining fhow lafted at leaft two hours, fometimes 
to the ftarboard and fometimes to the larboard of the hip. The failors, among whom 
fuperftition prevails as much as among the Egyptians, took this for a prefage of fome 
mighty ftorm ; but the prophecy ended in two or three days of contrary winds, during 
which time we traverfed between the ifland of Newfoundland and that of Cape Breton. 
Two days after we came in fight of the ifland of Fowls, by the help of a north-eaft 
wind, which drove us from the mouth of St. Lawrence Bay to the Ifle of Anticofti, 


- _ * Efpadon, a fith between ten and fifteen feet long, being four feet in circumference, and having in 
ite fnout a fort of faw which is four fect long, four inches broad, and fix lines thick. 
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upon tie bank of which we thought to have been caft away, by nearing it too much. 
In the mouth of that river we fell ‘into a fecond calm, which was followed by a con- 
trary wind, that obliged us to lie by for fome days. At laft we made Tadouflac, by 
gradual approaches, and there came to an anchor. 

This river is four leagues broad where we then rode, and twenty-two at its mouth, 
but it contraéts itfelf gradually as it approaches to its fource. ‘wo days after the 
wind ftanding eaft, we weighed anchor, and being favoured by the tide, got fafe 
through the channel of the Red Ifland, in which the currents are apt to turn a vetfel 
on one fide, as well as at the ifland of Coudrefs, which lies fome leagues higher. 
But upon the coaft of the laft ifland, we had certainly ftruck upon the rocks if we had 
not dropped an anchor. Had the thip been caft away at that place we might eafily 
have faved ourfelves: but it proved fo, that we were more afraid than hurt. Next 
morning we weighed with a frefh gale fr m the eaft, and the next day after came to 
an anchor over againft Cape Tourmente, where we had not above two leagues over, 
though at the fame time it is a dangerous piace to thofe who are unsequainted with the: 
channel. From thence we had but feven leagues failing to the port’ of Quebec, where 
we now ride at anchor. In our paffage from the Red Hland to this place, we faw 
fuch floats of ice, and fo much fnow upon the land, that we were upon the point of 
turning back for France, though we were not then above thirty leagues off our defired 
port. We were afraid of being {topped by the ice, and fo loft; but thank God we- 
efcaped. - 

We have received advice, that the governor has marked our quarters for our troops 

"in fome villages or cantons adjacent to this city; fo that I am obliged to prepare to go 
afhore, and therefore muft make an end of this letter. I cannot as yet give you any 
account of the country, excepting that it is already mortally cold. “As to the river, 
I mean to give you a more ample defcription of it, when I come to know it. better. 
We are informed that Mr. De la Salle is juft returned from his travels, which he 
undertook upon the difcovery of a great river that falls into the Gulf of Mexico, and! 
that he embarks to-morrow for France. He is perfectly well acquainted with Canada,, 
and for that reafon you ought to vifit him if you go to Paris this.winter. I am, 


Sir, yours, &c.. 


LETTER I. 


Dated at the Canton of Beaupré, May 2, 1684. 


Containing a Defeription of the Plantations of Canada, and the Manner in which they 


were firft formed: as alfoan Account of the Tranfportation of Whores from France ta 
that Country ; together with aView of its Climate and Soil. 


Sir, 


AS foon as we landed laft year, Mr. De la Barre lodged our three companies irs 
fome cantons or quarters in the neighbourhood of Quebec. ‘The planters cull thefe 
places Cotes, which in France fignifies no more than the fea-coalt; though in. this 
country, where the names of town and village are unknown, that word is made ufe of to | 
expreis a feignory or manor, the houfes of which lie at the diftance of two or three 
hundred paces one from another, and are feated on the brink of the river of St. Laue 
Fence. In earneft, Sir, the boors of thofe manors live with more eafe and conveniency 
than an infinity of the gentlemen in France. ~1 am out indeed in calling them boors, for 


that 
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that nameis as little known here asin Spain ; whether it be that they pay no taxes, and 
enjoy the liberty of hunting and fifhing, or that the -eafinefs of their lifg, puts them 
upon a level with the nobility. The pooreft of them have for arpents * of send in 
front, and thirty or forty in depth: the whole country being a continued forelt of lofty 
trees, the ftumps of which muft be grubbed up before they can make ufe of a plough. 
It is true, this is a troublefome and chargeable talk at firft; but ina fhort time after they 
make up their loffes; for when the virgin ground is capable of receiving feed, it yields 
an increafe to the rate of an hundred-fold, Corn is there fown in May, and reaped 

about the middle of September. _Inftead of threfhing the fheafs in the field, they con- 
vey them to barns, where they lie till the coldeft feafon of the winter, at which time the 
grain is more eafily difengaged from the ear. In this country they likewife fow peafe, 
eich are much efteemed in France. All forts of grain are very cheap here, as.well as 
butchers neat and fowl. The price of wood.‘ almoft nothing, in comparifon with the 
charge of its carriage, which after all is very inconfiderable. : 

Mott of the inhabitants are a free fort of y 2ople that removed hither from France, and 
brought with them but little money to fet up withal: the reft are thofewho were 
foldiers about thirty or forty years ago, at which time the regiment of Carighan was 
broke, and they exchanged a military poft for the trade of agriculture. Neither the 
one nor the other paid any thing for the grounds they poffels, no more than the officers 
of thefe troops, who marked out to themfelves certain portions of unmanured and 
woody lands; for this vaft continent is nothing elfe than one continued foreft. The 
governors-general allowed the officers three or four leagues of ground in front, with as 
much depth as they pleafed; and at the fame time the officers gave the foldiers as much 
grins = they pleafed, upon the condition of the payment of a crown per arpent, by 
way of fief. 

iter the reform of thefe troops, feveral thips were fent hither from France, with a 
cargo of women of an ordinary reputation, under the direction of fome old fale nuns, 
who ranged them in three claffes. The veltal virgins were heaped up, (if I may fo 
fpeak) one above another, in three different apartments, where the bridegrooms fingled. 
out their brides, juft as a butcher does an ewe from amongft a flock of fheep. In thefe 
three feraglios, there was fuch variety and change of diet as could fatisfy the mott 
whimfical appetites; for here was fome big, fome little, fome fair, fome brown, fome fat 
and fome meagre; in fine, there was fuch accommodation that every one might 
be fitted to his mind: and indeed the market had fuch a run, that in fifteen days time,. 
they were all difpofed of. Tam told, that the fatteft went off beft, upon the apprehen- 
fion that thefe being lefs active, would keep truer to their engagements, and hold out 
better againit the nipping cold of the winter: but after all, a great many. of the he- 
adventurers found themfelves miftaken in their meafures. However, let that be as it 
-will, it affords a very curious remark,namely, that in fome parts of the world, to which 
the vicious European women are tranfported, the mob of thofe countries does ferioufly 
believe that their fins are fo defaced by the ridiculous chriftening I took notice of before, 
that they are looked upon ever after as ladies of virtue, of honour, and of untarnifhed 
conduét of life. ‘Lhe {parks that wanted to be married made their addreffes to the above 
mentioned governeffes, to whom they were obliged to give an.account of their goods 
and eftates before they were allowed to make their choice in the three feraglios. 
“After the choice was determined, the marriage was concluded upon. the fpot,.in the 


* Anarpent. is a fpot of ground containing one hundred perches fquare, cach of which is eighteca 
fcet longs c: 
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preferice :of.a priefl, and a public notary; and the next day the governor-general 
Beftowed upen the married couple a bull, a cow, ahog,a fow,a cock, a hen, two 
barrels of falt meat, and eleven crowns; together with a certain ‘coat of arms called by 
the Greeks *xipela. The officers having a nicer tafte than the foldiers, made their ap- 
plication to the daughters of the ancient gentlemen of the country, or thofe of the 
richer fort of inhabitants; for.you know, that Canada has been poffeifed by the 
French above an hundred years. 

In this country every one: lives in a good and a well furnithed houfe; and moft of 
the houfes-are of wood, and two ftories high. ‘Their chimnies are very large, by reafon 
of the prodigious fires they make to guard themfelves from the cold, which is there 
beyond all meafure, from the month of December to that of April. During that fpace 
of time, the river is always frozen over, notwithftanding the flowing and ebbing of the 
fea; and the fnow upon the ground is th-ee or four feet deep; which is very ftrange 
in a country that lies in the latitude of 17° and fome odd minutes. Molt people 
impute the extraordinary fow to the numL>r of mountains with which this vait con- 
tinent is replenifhed. ‘Whatever is in that matter, 1 muft take. notice of one thing, 
that feems very ftrange, namely, that the fummer days. are longer here than at Paris, 
The weather is then fo clear and ferene, that in three weeks time you fhall not fee'a 
cloud in the horizon. I hope to go to Quebec with the firft opportunity; for I haye 
orders to be in a readinefs to embark within fifteen days for Monreal, which is the 
city of this country, that lies fartheft up towards the head of the river. I am, 


Sir, yours, 8c. 


LETTER It. 
Dated at Quebec, May rs, 1684. 
Containing an ample Defeription of the City of Quebec, and of the Iland of Orleans. 
Sir, . 

BEFORE I fet out for Monreal, I had the curiofity to view the ifland of Orleans, - 
which is feven leagues in length, and three in breadth: it extends from over again{t 
Cape Tourmente, to within a league and a half of Quebec, at which place the river - 
divides itfelf into two branches. The fhips fail through the South Channel; for the 
North Channel is fo foul with thelves and rocks, that the {mall boats can only pafs that 
way. The ifland belongs to a General Farmer of France, who would make out of it a 
thoufand crowns of yearly rent, if himfelf had the management of it. It is furrounded 
with plantations that produce all forts of grain. 

Quebec is the metropolitan of New France, being almoft a league in circumference ; 
it lies in the latitude of 47° 12’. The longitude of this place is uncertain, as well as 
that of feveral other countries, with the leave of the geographers, that reckon you up 
one thoufand two hundred leagues from Rochelle to Quebec, without taking the pains 
to meafure the courfe: however, I am fore that it lies but at too great a diftance from 
France for the fhips that are bound hither ; for their paflage commonly lafts for two 
months and a half, whereas the homeward-bound fhips may in thirty or forty days failing 
eafily make the Belle Ifle, which is the fureft and mof ufual land that a hip makes 
upon a long voyage. The reafon of this difference is, that the winds are ealterly for 
one hundred days of the year, and wefterly for two hundred and fixty. 


* Horns, 
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Quebec is divided into the upper and lower city. “PN merchants 
for the conveniency of the harbour: upon. which they havé HE VEN 
ftory high, of a fort of {tone that is as hard as marble. "Fhe uppéfor high city is full 
as populous and as well adorned as the lower. Both cities are commanded by a caftle, 
that itands upon the higheft ground. This caftle is the refidence of the governors, and 
affords them not only convenient apartments, but the nobleft and moft extenfive profpe&t 
in the world. Quebec wants two effential things, namely, a key and fortifications : 
though both theone and the other might be-eafily made,  confidering the conveniency 
of ftones lying*épon the fpot. It is incompaffed with feveral fprings, of the belt freth 
water in the world, which the inhabitants draw out of wells; for they are fo ignorant 
of the hydroftatics, that not one of them knows how to convey the water to certain 
bafins, in order to raife either flat or fpouting fountains. Thofe ‘who live on the river- 
fide, in the lower city, are not half fo much pirched with the cold’as the inhabitants of 
the upper; befides that the former have a pec iliar conveniency of tran{porting in boats,” 
corn, wood, and other neceffaries to the ver;-doors of their houfes: but as the latter are 
more expofed to the injuries of the cold, fo they enjoy the benefit and pleafure of a 
cooler f{ummer. ‘The way which leads from the one city to the’other is pretty broad, 
and adorned with houfes on each fide ; only it is a little teep. Quebec ftands upon a 
very uneven ground ; .and its houfes are not uniform. The intendant lives ina bottom, 
at fomé fmall diftance from the fide of a little river, which, by joining the river of St. 
Lawrence, coops up the city ina right angle. His houfe is the palace in which the ° 
fovereign council affembles four times a week; and on one fide of which we fee great 
Magazines of ammunition and provifions. There are fix churches in the high city: 
the cathedral confifts of a bifhop,'and twelve prebendaries, who live in common in the 
chapter-houfe, the magnificence and architeéture of which is truly wonderful. ‘Thefe 
poor priefts are a very good fort of people; they content themfelves with bare necef- 
faries, and meddle with nothing but the affairs of the church, where the fervice is per- 
formed after the Roman way. "The fecond church is that of the Jefuits, which ftands 
in the center of the city; and is a fair, ftately, and well lighted edifice. The great 
altar of the Jefuits’ church is adorned with four great cylindrical columns of one ftone; 
the ftone being a fort of Canada prophyry, and black as jet, without either {pots or veins. 
Thefe fathers have very convenient and large. apartments, beautified with pleafant 
gardens, and feveral rows of trees, which are fo thick and bufhy, that in fummer one 
might take their walks for an ice-houfe: and indeed we may fay without flretching, 
that there is ice not far from them, for the good fathers are never without a referve in 
two or three places, for the cooling of their drink. Their college is fo fmall, that at 
the beft they have fcarce fifty {cholars at a time. The third church is that of the Recol- 
le&s, who; through the interceffion of Count Frontenac, obtained leave of the King to» 
build a little chapel, (which I call a church) notwithftanding the remonftrances of Mr, 
De Laval, our bifhop, who, in concert with the Jefuits, ufed his utmoft efforts for ten 
years together to hinder it. Before the building of this chapel, they lived in a little 
hofpital that the bifhop had ordered to be built for them; and fome of them continue 
there ftill. The fourth church is that of the Urfelines, which has been burned down. 
two or three times, and-ftill rebuilt to advantage. TThe fifth is that of the Hofpital. 
order, who take a particular care of the fick, though themfelves are poor, and but ill 
lodged. - : 

‘The fovereign council is held at Quebec. It confifts of twelve counfellors of Cas 
paly de Spada *, who are the fupreme judicature, and decide all caufes without appeal. 


live in the’ latter, 
‘fihe'houfes, three 






* See the explication table. 
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The intendant claims a right of being prefident to the council ; but in the juftice-halt 
the governoy-general places himfelf fo ag.to face Him,.the judges being fet on both 
fides of them, fo that one would think they are both prefidents. While Monfieur de 
Frontenac was:in Canada, “he laughed at the pretended precedency of the intendants ; 
nay, he ufed the members of that affembly as roughly as Cromwell did the parlia- 
ment of England. At this'court every one pleads his own caufe, for folicitors or 
barrifters never appéar there; by which means it comes to pafs, that law-fuits are 
‘quickly brought to a period, without demanding court-fees or any other charges from 
the contending parties. ‘The judges, who have but four hundred livres a year trom the 
King, ‘have a difpenfation of not wearing the robe and the cap. Befides this tribunal, 
we have in this country a Perr TE sneea both civil and military, an attorney-gene- 
ral, the great provoft, and a chief-juftice in eyre. 

The way of travelling in the winter, whether in town or country, is that of fledges 
drawn by horfes; who are fo infenfible »f the cold, that I have feen fifty or fixty of 
them in January and February ftand in t.2 {now up to their breaft, in the midft of a 
wood, without ever offering to go near their owner’s houfe. In the winter-time they 
travel from Quebec to Monreal upon the ice, the river being then frozen over ; and 
upon that occafion thefe fledges will run you fifteen leaguesa day. Others have their 
» fledges drawn by two maftiff dogs, but then they are longer by the way. As for their 
way of travelling in fummer, I fhall tranfmit you an account of it, when I come to 
be better informed. I am told that the people of this country will go a thoufand 
dJeagues in canoes of bark ; a defcription of which you may exped, as foon as I have 
made ufe of them. ‘The eafterly winds prevail here commonly in the fpring and au. 
tumn ; and the wefterly have the afcendant in winter andfummer. Adieu, Sir : I muft 
now make an end of my letter, for my matter begins to run fhort. All I can fay is, 
that as foon as I am better inftru€ted in what relates to the commerce, and the civil 
and ecclefiaftical government of the country, I will tranfmit you fuch exa& memoirs 
of the fame, as fhall give you full fatisfa@tion. Thefe you may expect with the firft 
opportunity ; for in all appearance our troops will return after the conclufion of the 
campaign that we are now going to make in the country of the Iroquefe, under. the 
command of Monfieur de la Barre. In feven or eight days time I mean to embark for 
Monreal; and in the meantime am going to make a progrefs to the villages to the 
Scilleri, of Saut de la Chaudiere, and of Lorete, which are inhabited by the Abe~ 
nakis and the Hurons. Thefe places are not above three or four leagues off ; fo that 
I may return with eafe next week. As for the manners of the people, I cannot pre. 
tend to defcribe. them fo foon ;’ for a juft obfervation and knowledge of thefe things 
cannot be compaffed without time. I have been this winter at hunting with thirty or 
forty young Algonkins, who were well-made clever fellows. My defign in accompa- 
nying them was to learn their language, which is mightily efteemed in this country ; 
for all the other nations for a thoufand leagues round (excepting the Iroquefe and the 
Hurons) underftand it perfectly well ; nay, all their refpective tongues come as near 
to this, as the Portuguefe does to the Spanifh. I have already made myfelf matter of . 
fome words with a great deal of facility; and they being mightily pleafed in fecing a 
ftranger ftudy their tongue, take all imaginable pains to inftru@ me. 


Lam, Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER | LS, 
“"Dated’at Monreal, June 14, 1684. 


Containing a brief Defeription of the Habitations of the Savages in the Neighbourbood of 
Quebec: of the River of Saint Lawrence, &c. as far up as Monreal: of a curious 
way of fibing Eels, and of the Cities of Pois Rivieres and Monreal: together with an. 
Account ofthe Condutt of the Foreft Rangers* or Pedlars. 

Sir, ; 

BEFORE my departure from Quebec, I vifited the adjacent villages inhabited by 
the favages. ‘The village of Lorete is peopled by two hundred families of Hurons, 
who were converted to Chriftianity by the Jefuits,. though with a great deal of reluc- 
tancy...'The villages of Sillery and of Saut de la Chaudiere, are compofed of three 
hundred families of Abenakis, who are bkewife-Chriftians, and among whom the 
Jefuits have fettled miffionaries. J returned-to Quebec time enough, and embarked 
under the condué of a mafter, that would rather have had a lading of goods than of 
foldiers. The north-eaft winds wafted us in five or fix days to Trois Rivieres, which 
is the name of a fmail city, feated at the diftance of thirty leagues from hence. ‘That 

-city derives its name from three rivers, that {pring from ‘one channel, and after con- 

tinuing their divifion for fome fpace, reunite into a joint ftream, that falls into the 

river of Saint Lawrence, about half a quarter of a league below the town. Had we 
failed all_night the tides would have carried us thither in two days time; but in regard 
that the river is full of rocks and fhelves, we durft not venture upon it in the dark ; 
fo we came to an anchor every night, which did not at all difpleafe me; for in the 
courfe of thirty leagues (notwith{tanding the darknefs of the night) it gave me an 
opportunity of viewing an infinite number of habitations on each fide of the river, 
which are not above a mufket-fhot diitant one from another. The inhabitants that are 
fettled between Quebec and fifteen leagues higher, diverted me very agreeably with 
the fithing of eels. At low water they ftretch out hurdles to the loweft water-mark 5 
and that {pace of ground being then dry by the retreat of the water, is covered over 
and fhut up by the hurdles. Between the hurdles they place at certain diftances in- 
ftruments called ruches, from the refemblance they bear to a’bee-hive; befides: baf- 
kets and little nets belagged upon a pole, which they call bouteux and bouts de quie- 
vres. Then they let all ftand in this fafhion for three months in the fpring, and two 
in the autumn, Now.as often as the tide comes in, the eels looking out for fhallow 
places, and making towards the fhore, croud in among the hurdles, which hinder them 
afterwards to retire with the ebb-water } upon that they are forced to bury themfelves 
‘in the above-mentioned engines, which are fometimes fo overcrammed, that they break. 

When it is low water the inhabitants take out thefe eels, which are certainly the biggeft 

and the longeft in the world. They falt them up in barrels, where they will keep a 

whole year without fpoiling : and, indeed, they give an admirable relifh in all fauces ; 

nay, there is nothing that the council of Quebec defires more, than that this fifhery 

fhould be equally plentiful in all years. . 

Trois Rivieres is a little paltry town, feated in the latitude of 46°; it is not fort’. 
fied neither with ftone nor pales. The river to which it owes its name takes its rife an 
hundred leagues to the north-weft, from the greateft ridge of mountains in the uni- 


: “* Coureurs de Bois. ‘See the explication table. 
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verfe.. The Algonkins, who are at prefent an erratic fort of favages, and, like the 
Arabs, have no fettled abode; that people, I fay, feldom ftraggle far from the banks 
of this river, upon which they have excellent beaver-hunting. In formter times the 
Troquefe cut off three-fourths of that nation ; but they have not dared to renew their 
incurfici:s, fince the French have peopled the countries that lie higher up upon the 
river of Saint Lawrence. I calied Trois Rivieres a lictle town, with reference to the: 
paucity of the inhabitants; though at the fame they are very rich, and live in ftately 
houfee. The King has made it the refidence of a governor, who would die for hunger, 
if he did not trade with the natives for beavers, when his fmall allowance is out: be- 
fides, a man thet would live there must be of the like temper with a dog, or at leaft 
he mutt take pieafure in feratching his ikin, for the fieas are there more numerous than 
the grains of fand. lam informed, that the natives of this place make the belt fol. 
diers in the country. Nie : 

Three leagues higher we entered St. Peter’s Lake, which is fix leagues long, and 
had difficulty enough in crofling it; for the frequent caims obliged us to caft anchor 
feveral times. It receives three or four rivers that abound with fifh; upon the mouth 
of which I defcried with my telefcope very fine houfes. ‘Towards the evening we 
failed out of that lake with a frefh eafterly gale ; and though we hoifted up all our 
fails, the current run fo ftrong againft us, that it was three hours before we could 
make Sorel, which was two finali leagues off. Sorel is a canton of four leagues in- 
front, in the neighbourhood of which, a certain river conveys the waters of Cham-" 
plain Lake to the river of St. Lawrence, after having formed a water-fall of two leagues 
at Chambli, ‘Though we reckon but eight leagues from Sorel to Monreal, yet we 
{pent three days in failing between them, by reafon partly of flack winds, and partly 
of the ftrength of the currents. In this courfe we faw nothing but iflands ; and both 
fides of the river all along, from Quebcc to this place, are fo replenifhed with inha- 
bitants, that one may juitly call them two continued villages of fixty leagues in 
length. . . a : 

This place, which gocs by the name of Villemarie, or Monreal, lies in the latitude 
of 45° and fome minutes, being feated in an ifland of the fame name, which is about 
five leagues broad, and fourteen leagues long. ‘tf he directors of the feminary of Saint 
Sulpitius, at Paris, are the proprietors of the ifland, and have the nomination of a 
bailiff, and feveral other magiftrates; nay, in former times, they had the privilege of 
rominating a governor. ‘This little town lies all open without any fortification either 
of {tone or wood : but its fituation is fo advantageous, notwithftanding that it ftands 
upon an uneven and fandy ground, that it might eafily be made an impregnable poft. 
‘The river of Saint Lawrence, which runs juft by the houfes on one fide of this town, 
is not navigable further, by reafon of its rapidity ; for about half a quarter of a league 
higher, it is full of rapid falls, eddies, &c. M. Perot, the governor of the town, who 
has but a thoufand crowns a ycar falary, has made fhift to get fifty thoufand in a few 
years, by trading with the favages in fkins and furs. The bailiff of the town gets but 
little by his place, no more than his officers; fo that the merchants are the only per- 
fons that make money here; for the favages that frequent the ‘great Jakes of Canada 
come down hither almoft every year with a prodigious quantity of beavers*fkins, to be 
given in exchange for arms, kettles, axes, knives, and a thoufand fuch things, upon 
which the mercliants clear two hundred per cent. Commonly the governor-general 
ecmes hither about the time of their coming down, in order to fhare the profit, and 

“receive prefents from that people. ‘The pedlars, called Courcars de Bois, export 
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among all the favage nations of the continent, by way of exchange for beaver fkins, 
Seven or eight days ago I faw twenty-five or thirty of thefe canoes return with heavy 
cargoes ; each canoe was managed by two or three men, and carried twenty hundred 
weight, i.e. forty packs of beaver fkins, which are worth a hundred crowns a-piece, 
Thefe canoes had been a year and eighteen months out. You would be amazed if you 
faw how lewd thefe pedlars are when they return ; how they feaft and game, and how’ 
prodigal they are, not only in their cloaths, but upon women. Such of them as are 
married have the wifdom to retire to their own houles; but the bachelors ad jut as 
our Eaft Indiamen and pirates are wont to do; for they lavifh, cat, drink, and play 
all away, as long as the goods hold out; and when thefe are gone, they even fell their 
embroidery, their lace, and their cloaths. This done, they are forced to go upon a 
new voyage for fubfifience. 

The directors of the feminary of St. Sulpitius, take care to fend miffionaries hither 
from time to time, who live under the direétion ofa fuperior, that is very much refpecs 
ted inthe country. hey have apartments allotted for them in a ftately, great, and 
pleafant houfe, built of freeftone. This houfe is built after the model of that of St. 
Sulpice at Paris, and the altar ftands by itfelf, juft like that at Paris. Their feignories 
or cantons that lie on the fouth fide of the ifland, produce a confiderable revenue ; for 
the plantations are good, and the inhabitants are rich in corn, cattle, fowl, and a thou. 
fand other commodities, for which they find a market in the city ; but the north part 
of the ifland lies wafte. Thefe dire€tors would never fuffer the Jefuits or Recolleas to 
difplay their banners here; though it is conjectured that at the long run they will 
be forced to confent to it. At the diftance of a league from the town, I faw at the 
foot of a mountain, a plantation of Iroquefe Chriftians, who are inftructed by two 
priefts of the order of Sulpitius; and Iam informed of a larger and more populous 
plantation on the other fide of the river, at the diftance of two leagues from hence, 
which is taken care of by Father Bruyas the Jefuit. I hope to fet out from hence, as 
foon as M. de la Barre receives advice from France; for he defigns to leave Quebec 
upon the arrival of the firft fhip. I refolve to go to Fort Frontenac, upon the lake 
that goes by the fame name. If1 may credit thofe who have been formerly in action 
againft the Iroquefe, I fhalt be able upon my return from this campaign, to inform 
you of fome things that will feem as ftrange to you, as they will be difagreeable to 
~myfelf, 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER V. 
Dated at Monreal, June 18, 1684. 


In which is contained a fort Account of the Froquefe, with a View of the War and Peace 
they made with the French, and of the Means by which it was brought about. 


Sir, i 

I WROTE to you but four days ago, and did not think to have heard from you fo ’ 
foon ; but this morning I met with a very agreeable furprifal, in receiving a packet 
addreffed to me by your brother. You may be fureI was infinitely well pleafed, in 
being given to underftand what has paffed in Europe fince I left it. The knowledge 
- of the affairs of Europe is comfortable to one that is doomed to another world, fuch 
as this is and J cannot but acknowledge myfelf infinitely indebted to you, for the 
: MM 2 : exadtnels 
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exadinefs of your intelligence, Inafmucti as you require of mean account of the 


' Troquefe, and would have me to prefent you with a juft view of their temper and govern- 


+ 


ment ; I would willingly fatisfy and oblige you in that or any other point: but in regard 
that I am obliged to fet out for Fort Frontenac the day after to-morrow, I have not 
time to inform myfelf of things, or to confult thofe who have been in the country be~ 
fore: fo that all I can do at prefent, is only to acquaint you with what I have learned 
this winter, from perfons that have fojourned twenty years among them. As foon as 
Ihave an opportunity of enlarging my knowledge upon that head, by a more imme- 
diate converfation with themfelves, you may aflure yourfelf that I will impart it to yous 
In the mean time be pleafed to accept of what follows. 

Thefe barbarians are drawn up in five cantons, not unlike thofe of the Swifles. 
Though thefe cantens are all of one nation, and united in one joint intereft, yet they 
go by different names, viz. the Tfonontouans, the Goyogoans, the Onnotagues, the 
Onoyouts, and the Agnies. Their language is almoft the fame, and the five villages 
or plantations in which they live, lie at the diftance of thirty leagues one from another, 
being all feated near the fouth fide of the lake of Ontario, or of Frontenac. Every year 


the five cantons fend deputies to affift at the Union feaft, and to fmoak in the great 


calumet, or pipe, of the five nations. Each village or canton contains about fourteen 
thoufand fouls, i. e, fifteen hundred that bear arms, two thoufand fuperannuated men, 
four thoufand women, two thoufand maids, and four thoufand children : though in- 
deed fome will tell you, that each village has not above ten or eleven thoufand. fouls. 
There has been an alliance of long ftanding between thefe nations and the Englith, and 
by trading in furs to New York they are fupplied by the Englith with arms, ammuni- 
tion, and all other neceflaries at a cheaper rate than the French can afford them ats 
They have-no other confideration for England or France, than what depends upon“the 
occafion they have for the commodities of thefe two nations ; though after all they give 
an over-purchafe, for they pay for them four times more than they are worth. ‘They 
laugh at the menaces of our kings and governors, for they have no notion of depend. 
ance, nay, the very word is to them infupportable. ‘The look upon themfelves as 
fovereigns, accountable to none but God alone, whom they call the Great Spirit. | ‘They 
waged war with us almott always, from the firft fettlement of our colonies in Canada, 
to the firft years of the Count of Frontenac’s government. Meflieurs de Courfelles 
and de Traci, both of them governors-general, made head againft the Agnies upon the 
Champlain Lake, in winter as well as in fummer; but they could not boaft of any 
great iuccefs. “hey only burnt their villages, and carried off fome hundreds of their 
children, of whom the above-mentioned Iroquefe Chriftians are fprung. It is true, they 


‘cut off ninety or an hundred warriors; but in compenfation for that, feveral Canas 


dans, and feveral foldiers of the regiment of Carignan, being unprovided againit. the 
unfufferable cold of the climate, loft their limbs, and even their life itfelf. Count 
rontenac, who fucceeded M. Courfelle, perceiving that the barbarians had the ad 
vantage of the Europeans, as to the waging of war in that country ; upon this appre- 
henfion, I fay, be declined fuch fruitlets expeditions, which were very chargeable to 
the King, and ufed all his efforts to difpofe the favages to a fincere and lafting peace. 
This judicious governor had three things in view: the firlt was to encourage the 
greatelt part of the French inhabitants, who would have abdicated the colony, and 
returned to France, if the war had continued. His fecond topic was, that the conclu« 


_fion of a peace would difpofe an infinity of people to marry, and to grub up the trees, 


upon which the colony would be bette: peopled and enlarged... ‘The third argu- 
ment that diffuaded him from carrying on the war, was a defign of purfuing the 


difcovery 
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difcovery of the lakes, and of the favages that live upon their banks, in order to fettle 
‘a commerce with them, and at the fame time to engage them.in our interelts, by good . 
alliances, in cafe of a rupture with the Iroquefe. Upon the-confideration of thefe 
reafons, he fent fome Canadans by way of a formal embafly to the lroquefe villages, in 
order to acquaint them, that the King being informed that a groundlefs war was 
carried on againft them, had fent him trom France to make peace with them, At the 
fame time the ambaffadors had orders to ftipulate all the advantages they could obtain 
with reference to the commerce. ‘The Iroquefe heard this propofal with a great deal 
of fatisfa@tion ; for Charles If. King of Eagland, had ordered his governor in New 
York to reprefent to them, that if they continued to wage war with the French, they. 
were ruined, and that they would find themfelves crufhed by the numerous forces that te 
were ready to fail from France. In effect, they prdmifed to the ambafladors that four 
hundred of their number fhould meet Count Frontenac, attended by an equal number 
of his men, at the place where Fort Frontenac now ftands. Accordingly, fome months 
after, both the one and the other met at the place appointed, and fo a peace was con- 
cluded. M. de la Salle was very ferviceable to this governor, in giving him good and 
feafonable ‘advice, which I cannot now enter upon, being obliged to make fome pre-~ 
avations for my voyage. When the campaign ts over, you may expect to hear from 


me. In the mean time, ; 
Lam, Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER VI 
Dated at Monreal, June 20, 1684. 


Being an ample Defeription of the Cances made of Birch-Bark, in which the Canadans 
perform all their Voyages ; with an Account of the Manner in which they are made 


and managed. 


Sir, 

I THOUGHT to have fet out as this day; but in regard that our complement of 
gyeat canoes is not yet brought up, our voyage is put off fur two days, Having fo much. 
leifure time upon my hands, f have a mind to employ it in prefenting you with a fhort 
view of thefe;flender contrivances in which the Canadans perform all their voyages = 
and this will furnith you an idea of the voiture of this country. I faw but now above 
an hundred canoes, fome great and fome little; but confidering that the former are 
only proper for martial expeditions, and long voyages, I fhall confine my. defcription to- 
that fort. Even the great ones are of different fizes 3 for they run from ten to twenty- 
eight feet long. Indeed the leaft of all hold but two perfons fet upon their breech, as 
inacoffin, and are apt to overfet, if the paflengers move to one fide or the other: but 
thofe of a larger fize will eafily afford ftowage for fourteen perfons; though they are 
commonly manned only with three men, when they are employed in tranfporting pro- 
vifions and merchandize; and even then they will carry twenty hundred weight. ‘The 
largeft fort.are fafe and fteady, when they are made of the bark of the birch-tree, which 
comes off with hot water in the winter time. ‘The greateft trees afford the beft barks 
for canoes; but oftentimes the bark of one tree is not fufficient. ‘The bottom of the 
boat is all of one piece, to which the fides are fo artfully fewed by the favages, that the - 

_ whole boat appears as one continued bark. ‘They are trimmed and ftrengthened with. 
wicker wreaths, and ribs of cedar wood, which are almoit as light as cork 3. the wreaths 
s are 
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areas thick asa crown-piece ;~-buethe bark has the thicknefs of two crowns, and the 
ribs are as thick as three. On the two fides of the boat there run from one end to the’ 
other two principal head-bars, in which the ends of the ribs are enchafed, and in which 
the fpars are made faft, that run acrofs the boat and keep it compact. Thefe boats have 
twenty inches in depth, that is from the upper edge to the platform of the ribs; their 
length extends to twenty-eight feet, and the width at the middle rib is computed to be 
four feet and a half. They are very convenient upon the’kccount of their. extreme 
lightnefs, and the drawing of very little water; but at the fame time, their brittle and 
tender fabrick, is an argument of an equivalent inconveniency ; for if they do but touch 
vor grate upon ftone or fand, the cracks of the bark fly open, upo n which the water gets 
in, and fpoils the provifions and merchandize: every day there is fome new chink or 
feam to be gummed over. At night there are always unloaded, and carried on fhore, 
where they are made faft with pegs, left the wind fhould blow them away: for they are 
fo light that two men carry them upon their fhoulders with eafe. This conveniency of 
lightnefs and eafy carriage renders them very ferivceable in the rivers of Canada, which, 
are full of cataracts, water-falls, and currents: for in thefe rivers we are obliged cither 
to tranfport them over-land where fuch obitructions happen, or clfe to tow them along 
where the current is not over rapid, and the fhore is acceflible. Thefe boats are of no 
ufe for the navigation of lakes; for the waves would fwallow them up, if they could 
not reach the fhore when a wind arifes. ‘ Itis true the inhabitants venture in them. for 
““four or five leagues from one ifland to another; but then it is always in calm weather, 
cand nothing is made ufe of but oars; for befides the rifque of being over-fet, the goods 
are in danger of being damaged by the water, efpecially the furs which are the moft 
valuable part of thecargo. When the feafon ferves, they carry little fails; but if the 
’ wind be but a little brifk, though they run right afore it, it is impoffible to make any ufe 
of it without running the rifk of fhipwreck. If their courfe lies dire@tly fouth, the 
scannot put up fail without the wind ftands at one of the eight points, between north-we: 
..and north-eaft; and if a wind happens to fpring any where elfe, (unlefs it comes from 
the land which they coaft along) they are obliged to put into the fhore with all poffible 
-expedition, and unload the boat out of hand till fuch time as a calm returns. : 

As for the working of thefe boats, the canoe-men ply fometimes on their knees, 
mamely, when they run down the {mall water-falls; fometimes ftanding when they 
ftem a current, by fetting the boat along with poles, and fometimes fitting, viz. in 
fmooth and ftagnating water. The oars they make ufe of are made of maple-wood, . 
(there is a rude print in the original.) The blade of the oar is twenty inches 
long, :fix inches broad, and four lines thick, the handle is about three foot, long 
and as big as a pigeon’s egg. When they haye occafion to run up againft rapid 
currents, they make ufe of poles made of pine-wood, and the fetting of the boat along 
with thefe is what they call piquer de fond. The canoes have neither ftern nor prow, - 
for they run to a point at both ends, neither have they keels, nails, or pegs, in the 
whole ftru€ture, The fteerfman, or he who conns the boats, rows without interruption 
.as well as the reft. The common purchafe of fuch a boat is eighty crowns; but it ~ 
does not laft above five or fix years. ‘ 

This day I have received advice that M. de la Barre has raifed the miilitia in the 
neighbourhood of Quebec, and that the governor of this ifland has received orders to 
‘have that of the adjacent cantons in readinefs to march. 

7 “ : Iam, Sir, yours, &c. 


Sore ES 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































EZLAHONTAN'S TRAVELS IN CANADAs avy 


LETTER VI. ; 
Dated at Monreal, Nov. 2, 1684. 


Deferibing the Courfe of the River of Si. Lawrence, Jrom Monreal to the firft great 
Lake of Canada; with the Water-falls, Cataratts, and Navigation of that River: as 
alfo Tort Frontenac, and the Advantages that accrue from it. Together with a circum. 
Jrantial Account of the Expedition of M. de la Barre, the governor-general, againft 
the Iroquefe ; the Speeches he made, the Replies he received, and the final Accommoda- 
tion of the dD: Crences 

Sir, 


THANK God I have finithed this campaign, and I am now’ returned in fafety to 
this place. - To prefent you with the hiftory of our campaign, be pleafed to know that’ 
in two or three days after the date of my laft, I embarked on board of a canoe that’ 
was worked by three expert canoe-men. Every canoe contained two foldiers, and 
we all rowed up againft the current of the river till we arrived at Saut de St. Louis,. 
about three leagues above this town, which is a little water-fall, but fo rapid that our’ 
watermen were forced to ftand in the water up to their middle, in order to drag the 
Canoes againft the ftream for half a quarter’ of a league. We re-embarked above’ 
this pafs, and rowed about twelve leagues up the river, and through the lake of 
St. Louis, till we arrived at a place called the Cafcades, where we were forced to turn: 
out and carry our boats and baggage overland about half a quarter of a league. It is: 
true, we might have towed our boats againft the ftream in this place with fome: 
labour, but there was a cataraé a little above it, which they call le Cataraéte du Trou. 
Thad taken up a notion that the only difficulty of failing up the river confifted in the 
trouble of land-curriage: but when I came to be a {pectator of the matter, I found 
that the ftemming of the currents whether in towing of the canoes, or in fetting them 
along with poles was equally laborious. About five or fix leagues higher we came to 
the water-falls called Sauts des Cedres, and du Buiffon, where we were forced to: 
tranfport our boats five hundred paces overland. Some leagues above that we 
entered the lake of St. Francis, which is faid to be twenty leagues in circumference, 
and having crofled it, met with as ftrong currents as before, particularly at a fall 
¢allea Long Saut, where we had recourfe to land-carriage for half a league. Then 
we were forced to drag up the boats again{t the rapid ftream, and after a great deal: 
of fatigue came at lait to a pafs called la Galete, from whence we had but tw 
leagues failing to Fort Frontenac. This pafs was the laft difficulty we had to 
mount, for above it the water was as ftill as that ° 
plied with their oars inftead of poles. 

The Maringouins, which we call Midges, are unfufferably troublefome in all the 
countries of Canada, . We were haunted with fach clouds of them, that we thought: 
to be eat up, and finoking being the only artifice that could keep them off, the remedy 
was worfe than the difeafe: in the night-time the people fhelter themfelves from, them 
in bowers or arbours, made after the following manner: they drive into the ground 
flakes or little branches of trees, at a certain diftance one from another, fo as to form 
a femicircular figure, in which they put a quilt and bed-cloaths, covering it above with 


a large fheet ihat falls down to the ground on all fides, and fo hinders the infeéts to 
enter, \ : ; 


enty 
fur-- 
f a pool, and then our watermen 


« os ; 
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We landed at Fort Frontenac after twenty days failing, and immediately upon our ~" 
arrival, M. Duta, our commander-in-chief, viewed the fortifications of the place, and 
three large barks that lay at anchor in the port. We repaired the fortifications in a 
very little time, and fitted up the three barks. This fort was a {quare, confifting of 
large curtains flanked with four little baftions; thefe flanks had but two battlements, 
and the walls were fo low, that one might eafily climb upon them without a ladder. 
After M. de Ia Salle concluded the peace with the Lroquele, the King beftowed upon 
him and his heirs the property of this place: but he was fo negligent, that inftead of 
enriching himfelf by the commerce it might have afforded, he was confiderably out of 
pocket upon it. To my mind this fort is fituated very advantageouily for a trade 
with the five Iroquefe nations, for their villages lie in the neighbourhood of the lake, 
upon which they, may tranfport their furs, in canoes with more eafe than they can 

. carry them overland to New York. In time of war IJ take it to be indefenfible, for 
the cataraéts and currents of the river are fuch, that fitty Iroquefe may there ftop 
five hundred French, without any other arms but ftones. Do but confider, Sir, that 
for twenty leagues together the river is fo rapid, that we dare not fet the canoe four 
paces off the fhore; befides, Canada being nothing but a forelt, as I intimated above, 
it is impoffible to travel there without falling every foot into ambufcades, efpecially 
upon the banks of this river, which are lined with thick woods, that render them inac- 
ceffible. None but the favages can fkip from rock to rock, and feour through the 
thickets as it were an open field. If we were capable of fuch adventures, we might 
march five or fix hundred men by land to guard the canoes that carry the provifions ; 
but at the fame time it is to be confidered, that before they arrivedat the fort, they would 
confume more provifions than the canoes can carry, not to mention that the Iroquefe 
would {till out-number them. As to the particulars relating to the fort, I fhall take 
notice of them when I come to give a general defcription of New France. 

While we continued at Fort Frontenac, the Iroquefe who live at Ganeouffe and 
Quenté, at the diftance of feven or eight leagues from thence, threw in upon us harts, 
yoebucks, turkies, and fifth, in exchange for needles, knives, powder and ball, 
Towards the end of Auguft, M. de la Barre joined us, but he was dangeroufly ill of 
a fever, which raged in like manner among moft of his militia, fo that only our three 
companies were free from ficknefs. This fever was of the intermitting kind, and the 
convulfive motions, tremblings, and frequency of the pulfe that attended the cold fit, 
were fo violent, that moft of our fick men died in the fecond or third fit; their blood 
was of a blackifh brown colour, and tainted with a fort of yellowifh ferum, not unlike 
pus or corrupt matter. M. de la Barre’s phyfician, who, in my opinion, knew as 
little of the true caufes of fevers as Hippocrates or Galen, and a hundred thoufand 
befides; this mighty phyfician, I fay, pretending to trace the caufe of the fever I now 
fpeak of, imputed it to the unfavourable qualities of the air and the aliment. His 
plea was, that the exceffive heat of the feafon put the vapours or exhalations into an 
over-rapid motion; that the air was fo over-rarified, that we did not fuck in a fuflicient 
quantity of it, that the finall quantity we did receive was loaded with infe@s and 
impure corpufculums, which the fatal neceflity of refpiration obliged us to fwallow, 
and that by this means nature was put into diforder: he added, that the ufe of 
brandy and falt meat foured the blood, that this fournefs occafioned a fort of coagula- 
tion of the chyle and blood, that the coagulation hindered it to circulate through the 
Leart with a due degree of celerity, and that thereupon there enfued an extraordinary: 

~ fermentation, which is nothing elfe but a fever. But after all, to my mind, this 
gentleman’s fyflem was too much upon th: ITroquefe ftrain; for at that rate the dif- 

, temper 
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temper mult have feized all without diftin@tion, whereas neither our foldies nor the 
‘feafoned Canadans were troubled with it, forit raged only among the militia, yho 
being unacquainted with the way of fetting the boats with poles, were forced at every 
turn to get into the water and drag them up again{t the rapid ftream: now, the waters 
of that country being naturally cold, and the heat being exceflive, the blood might 
thereupon freeze by way of antiperiftafis, and fo occafion the fever I fpeak of, pur- 
fuant to the common maxim, omnis repentina mutatio eft periculofa, i.e. © All fudden 
changeS are of dangerous confequence.’ 

As foon as M. de la Barre recovered, he embarked in order to continue his march, 
though he might have eafily known, that after halting fourteen or fifteen days at that 
fort, when the feafon was fo far advanced, he could not pretend to compafs the end 
of his expedition. "We rowed night and day, the weather being very calm, and in five 

" or fix days came before the river of Famine, where we were forced to put in upon the ” 
apprehenfion of a ftorm. Here we met with a canoe that M. Dulhut had fent from 
Miffilimakinac, with advice, that purfuant to orders he had engaged the Hurons, 
Outaouas, and fome other people, to join his army ; in which he had above two 
hundred brave foreft rangers*. This news was very acceptable to M. de la Barre ; 
but at the fame time he was very much perplexed ; for I am perfuaded he repented 
oftener than once, of his entering upon an expedition that he forefaw would prove fuc- 
cefslefs; and to aggravate the danger of his enterprize, the Iroquefe had at that time 
an opportunity to fall upon us: in fine, after a mature confideration of the confe« 
quences, and of the difficulties that ftood in the way, he fent back the canoe to 
M. Dulhut, with orders to difmifs the foreft rangers and favages immediately, wherever 
he was, and by all means to avoid the approaching to his troops. By good luck 
M. Dulhut had not yet reached Niagara, when he received thefe orders 3 with which the 
favages that accompanied him were {o diffatisfied, that they threw out all manner of 
invectives againft the French nation. i 

As foon as M. de la Barre had difpatched this canoe, he fent M. le Moine to the 
village of the Onnantagues, which lay about eighteen leagues up the river.” This 
M. le Moine was a gentleman of Normandy, and highly efteemed by the Troquefe, 
who called him Akoueffan, i.e, the Partridge. His orders were, to endeavour by 
all means to bring along with him fome of the old-ftanders of that nation ; and ac- 
cordingly he returned in afew days, accompanied with one of their moft confiderable 
grandees, who had a train of thirty young warriors, and was diftinguifhed by the title 
of the grangula. As foon as he debarked, M. de la Barre fent him a prefent of 
bread and wine, and of thirty falmon-trouts, which they fithed in that place in fuch 
plenty that they brought up a hundred at one caft of a net: at the fame time he 
gave the Grandee to underftand, that he congratulated his arrival, and would be glad 
to have an interview with him after he had refted himfelf for fome days. You muit 
know that he had ufed the precaution of fending the fick back to the colony, that 
the Iroquefe might not perceive the weaknels of his forces ; and to favour the ftrata- 
gem, M. le Moine reprefented to the Grangula, that the body of the army was left 
behind at Fort Frontenac, and that the troops he faw inour camp, were the general’s 
guards; but: unhappily one of the Iroquefe that had a fmattering of the French tongue, 
having ftrolled in the night-time towards our tents, overheard what we faid, and fo 
revealed the fecret. Two days after theirarrival, the Grangula gave notice to M. de 


‘ * See Cotreurs de Rois in the Table. 
VOL. XUIe& Ni. Ja Barre. 
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Ja Barre, that he was ready for an interview ; and accordingly an hour being appointed, 
the whole company appeared. : ; . 

“the Grangula fat on the eaft fide, being placed at the head of his men, with his: 
pipe in his mouth, and the great calumet of peace before him. He was very attentive 
to the following harangue, pronounced by our -interpreters; which you cannot’ 
well underftand, without a previous explication of the’calumet, and the coliers that it 
mentions. ; . 

The calumet of peace is made of certain ftones, or of marble, whether red,* black, 
or white. The pipe or ftalk is four or five foot long ; the body of the calumet is 
eight inches long, and the mouth or head in which the tobacco is lodged, is three’ 
inches in length ; its figure approaches to that of a hammer. The red calumets are 
moft efteemed, he favages make ule of them for negotiations and ftate affairs, and 
efpecially in voyages ; for when they have a calumet in their hand, they go where they 
will in fafety. The calumet is trimmed with yellow, white and green feathers, and 
has the fame effeét among the favages that the flag of friendfhip has amongft us ; for 
to violate the rights of this venerable pipe, is among them a flaming crime, that will 
draw down mifchief upon their nations. As for the coliers, they are certain {wathes 
of two or three foot in length, and fix inches in breadth 5 being decked with little 
beads made of a certain fort of fhells that they find upon the fea-fhore, between New . 
York and Virginia. Thefe beads are round, and as thick asa little pea: but they 
are twice as long asa grain of corn: their colour is either blue or white ; and they. 
are bored through juft like pearl, being run after the fame manner upon itrings that 
lye fideways one to another. Without the intervention of thefe coliers, there is no 
bufinefs to be negotiated with the favages ; for being altogether unacquainted with 
writing, they make ufe of them for contraés and obligations. Sometimes they keep 
for an-age the coliers that they have received from their neighbours ; and in regard 
thatevery colier has its peculiar mark, they learn from the old. perfons, the circum. 
flances of the time and place in which they were delivered ; but after that age is over, 
they are made ufe of for new treaties. 


M. de la Barre’s Harangue was to this Purpofe. 


* The King, my mafter, being informed that the five Iroquefe nations have for a 
Jong time made infractions upon the meafures of peace, erdered me to come hither 
with a guard, and to fend Akoueflan to the canton of the Onnotagues, in arder to 
an interview with their principal leaders, in the neighbourhood of my camp. This 
great Monarch means, that you and I fhould fmoak together in the great calumet of 
peace, with the provifo, that you engage in the name of the Tfonnontouans, Goyo- 
guans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes, and Agnies,-to make reparation to his fubjects, 
and to be guilty of nothing for the future that may occafion a fatal rupture, 

‘Che Tfonnontouans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes and Agnies, have 
ftripped, robbed, and abufed all the foreft rangers, that travelled in the way of trade - 
to the country of the Illinefe, of the Oumamis, and feveral other nations, who are 
my maiter’s children. Now this ufage being in high violation of the tréaties of peace 
concluded with my predeceffor, I am commanded to demand reparation, and at the 

_faine time to declare, that in cafe of their refufal to comply with my demands, or of 
. ~yelapfing into the like robberies, war is pofitively proclaimed.” 


This 
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This Colier makes my Words good. . - _ 


« The warriors of thefe five nations have introduced the Englifh to the lakes, 
belonging to the King, my mafte#, and into the country of thofe nations to whom my 
matter is a father: This they havedone with a defign to ruin the commerce of his 
fubjects, and to oblige thefe nations to depart from their.due allegiance ; notwith- 
ftand the remonftrances of the late governor of New York, who faw through the 
danger that both they and the Englith expofed themfelves to. At prefent I am willing 
to forget thofe actions ; but if ever you be guilty of the like for the future, I have ex~ 
“prefs orders to declare war.” 


This Colier warrants my Words. 


« The fame warriors have made feveral barbarous incurfions upon the country of 
the Ilinefe and the Oumamis. They have maffacred men, women, and children ; 
they have taken, bound, and carried off an infinite number of the natives of thofe coun- 
‘tries, who thought themfelves fecure in their villages in a time of peace. Thefe 
people are my matter’s children, and therefore muft hereafter ceafe to be your flaves. 
I charge you to reftore them to their liberty, and to fend them home without delay ; 
for if the five nations refufe to comply with this demand, I have exprefs orders to 


declare war.” 


This Colier makes my Words good. 


« This is all Thad to fay to the Grangula, whom I defire to report to the five na- 
tions, this declaration, that my majfter commanded me to make. He wifhes they had 
not obliged him to fend a potent army to the Fort of Cataracouy*, in order td carry 
on a war that will prove fatal to them : and he will be very much troubled, if it fo 
falls out, that this fort, which is a work of peace, muft be employed for a prifon to 
your militia. Thefe mifchiefs ought to be prevented by mutual endeavours : the 
Fyench who are the brethren and friends of the five nations, will never difturb their 
repofe, provided they make the fatisfattion’ I now demand, and prove religious 
obfervers of their treaties. 1 wifh my words may produce the defired effe& ; for if 
they do not, I am obliged to join the governor of New York, who has orders from 
the King, his matter, to affift me to burn the five villages, and cut you off.” 


This Colier confirms my Word. 

While M. de la Barre’s interpreter pronounced this harangue, the Grangula did 
nothing but look upon the end of his pipe: After the {peech was finifhed, he rofe, 
and having taken five or fix turns in the ring that the French and the favages made, he 
returned ‘to his place, and ftanding upright, {poke after the following manner to the 

t 


general, who fat in his chair of ftate : . 
« Qnnontiof, [honour you, and all the warriors that accompany me do the fame : 
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Your interpreter has made an end of his difcourfe, and now I come to begin mine. . 
My voice glides to your ear ; pray liften to my words. 

‘* Onnontio, in fetting out from Quebec, you muft needs have fancied that the 
feorching beams of the fun had burnt -down the forefts which render our country un- 
acceflible to the French; or elfe that the inundations of the lake had furrounded our 
cottages, and confined us as prifoners. This certainly was your thought ; and it could 
be nothing elfe but the curiofity of feeing a burnt or drowned country, that moved 
you to undertake a journey hither. But now you have an opportunity of being un- 
deceived ; forI and my warlike retinue come to afflure you, that the Tfonontouans, 
Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes and Agnies, are not yet deftroyed. I return 
you thanks in their name, for bringing into their country the calumet of peace that 
your predeceflor received from their hands. At the fame time I ‘congratulate your 
happinefs in having left_ under ground* the bloody axe, that has been fo often dyed 
with the blood of the French. I muft tell you, Onnontio, I am not afleep, my eyes 
are open ; and the fun that vouchfafes the light, gives me a clear view of a great 
captain at the head of a troop of foldiers, who {peaks as if he were afleep. He pre- 
tends that he does not approach to this lake with any other view than to fmoak with 
the Onnotagues in the great calumet ; but the Grangula knows better things, he fees 
plainly that the Onnontio meant to knock them on the head, if the French arms had 
not been fo much weakened. 

“* I perceive that the Onnontio raves in a camp of fick people, whofe lives the great 
fpirit has faved, by vifiting them with infirmities. Do you hear, Onnontio, our 
women had taken up their clubs ; and the children and the old men had vifited your 
camp with their bows and arrows, if our warlike men had not {topped and difarmed 
them, when Akoueffan, your ambaflador, appeared before my village. But I have done, 
Ti talk no more of that. 

“ You muft know, Onnontio, we have robbed no Frenchmen, but thofe who 
fupplied the Illinefe and the Oumamis (our enemies) with fuzees, with powder, and 
with ball: thefe indeed we took care of, becaufe fuch arms might have coft us our 
life. Our condué in that point is of a piece with that of the Jefuits, who ftave all the 
barrels of brandy that are brought to our cantons, left the people getting drunk fhould 
knock them in the head. Our warriors have no beavers to give in exchange for all 
the arms they. take from the French ; and as for the old fuperannuated people, they 
do not think of bearing arms, 


This Colier comprehends my Word. 


*¢ ‘We have conduéted the Englifh to our lakes {, in order to traffic with the Outa- 
ouas, and the Hurons ; juft as the Algonkins conducted the French to our five cantons, 
in order to carry on a commerce that the Englifh lay claim to as their right. We are 
born freemen, and have no dependence either upon the Onnontio or the Coglar}. 
We have a power to go where we pleafe, to conduct who we will to the places we re- 
fort to, and to buy and fell where we think fit. If your allies are your flaves or chil. 
dren, you may even treat them as fuch, and rob them of the liberty of entertaining 
any other nation but your own.” 


-* Burying the axe fignifies peace. + They pretend to the property of the lakes, 
} Corlar is the title of the governor of New Yous aa 


oe ce a) ae 
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& We fell upon the Illinefe and the Oumamis, becaufe they cut down the trees of 
peace that ferved for limits or boundaries to our frontiers. They came to hunt bea- 
vers upon our lands; and contrary to the cuftom of all the favages, have carried off 
whole ftocks*, both male and female. They have engaged the Chaovanons in their 
intereft, and entertained them in their country. ‘They fupplied them with firearms, 
after the concerting of ill defigns againft us. We have done lefs than the Englifh and 
the French, who without any right have ufurped the grounds they are now pofleffed 
of ; and of which they have diflodged feveral nations, in order to make way for their 
building of cities, villages, and forts.” 


This Colier contains my Word. 


“ I give you toknow, Onnontio, that my voice is the voice of the five Troquefe 
cantons, ‘This is their anfwer 5 pray incline your ear, and liften to what they re- 
prefent. 

“ The Tfonontouans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes, and Agnies declare, 
that they interred the axe} at Cataracouy, in the prefence of your predeceffor, in the 
very centre of the fort, and planted the tree of peace in the fame place, that it might 
be carefully preferved ; that it was then ftipulated, that the fort fhould be ufed as a 
place of retreat for merchants, and not a refuge for foldiers ; and that inftead of arms 
and ammunition, it fhould be made a receptacle of only beaver-fkins and merchandize 
goods. Be it known to you, Onnontio, that for the future you ought to take care, 
that fo great a number of martial men as I now fee being fhut up in fo fmall a fort, do 
not ftifle and choak the tree of peace. Since it took root fo eafily, it muft needs be 
of pernicious confequence to ftop its growth, and hinder it to fhade both your coun- 
try and ours with its leaves. Ido affure you, in the name of the five nations, that 
our warriors fhall dance the calumet dance under its branches; that they fhall reft in , 
tranquillity upon their mats {, and will never dig up the axe to cut down the tree of ~ 
peace, till fuch time as the Onnontio and the Corlar do either jointly or feparately offer to 
invade the country, that the Great Spirit has difpofed of in the favour of our anceftors.”? 


This Colier contains my Word ; and the other comprebends the Power granted to me by 
the five Nations. 


Then the Grangula addrefled himfelf to Mr. Le Moine, and {poke to this pur 
ofe : 

Me Akoueffan, take heart, you are a man of fenfe; {peak and explain my meaning ; 
be fure you forget nothing, but declare all that thy brethren and thy friends reprefent 
to thy chief Onnontio, by the voice of the Grangula, who pays you all honour and 
refpect, and invites you to accept of this prefent of beavers, and to aflift at his featt 
immediately. 

“« This other prefent of beavers is fent by the five nations to the Onnontio.”” 


* Among the favages it is a capital crime to deftroy all the beavers pf a fettlement. 
+ Interring the axe, fignifics the making of a peace 3 and the digging of it up, imports a declaration 


of war. 
+ This phrafe fignifies keeping the peace. 
As 
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As foon as the Grangula had done, M. Le.Moine and the Jefuits that were prefent 
explained his anfwer to M. Dela Barre, who thereupon retired to his tent, and 
flormed and bluftered, till fomebody came and reprefented to him that Iroca progenies 
nefcit babere medos : i. e. ¢ The Yroquefe are always upon extremes.’ The Grangula 
danced after the Troquefe manner, by way of prelude to his entertainment, after which 
he regaled feveral of the French. Two days after, he and his martial retinue returned 
‘to their own country, and our army fet out for Monreal. As foon as the General was 
on board, together with the few healthy men that remained, the canoes were dif- 
perfed, for the militia ftraggled here and there, and every one made the beft of his 
way home. Our three companies, indeed, kept together, becaufe all of us, both 
officers and foldiers, were carried in flat-bottomed boats, made of deal, on purpofe for 
our ufe. However, I could have wifhed to have run down the falls and cataraéts in 
the fame canoe-that brought me up, for every body thought we fhould have been caft 
-away at thefe paffes, which are full of eddies and rocks; and it was never heard be- 
fore that fuch precipices were paffed with deal boats,: either upwards or downwards. 
“But we were forced to run all hazards, and had certainly been fwallowed up in thofe 
mountains of water, if we had not obliged feveral canoes to fhoot the cataratts at the 
head of our boats, in order to fhew us the way, at the fame time we had prepared 
our foldiers for rowing and fhieving upon occafion. Do but confider, fir, that the 
currents run as faft as a cannon-ball, and that one falfe ftroke of the oar would have 
run us unavoidably upon the rocks ; for we are obliged to fteer a zig-zag courfe, pur- 
‘fuant to the thread of the ftream, which has fifty windings. ‘The boats which are 
‘loaded are fometimes loft in thofe places ; but after all, though the rifk we run be 
very great, yet by way of compenfation one has the fatisfa@ion ‘of running a great wa 
in a little time; for we run from Galete to this town in two days’ time, notwithftand.’ 
‘ing that we crofled the two ftagnating lakes I took notice of before. - : 

As foon as we landed we received advice that the Chevalier de Calliers was come to 
fupply the room of M. Perrot, the governor of this place. M. Perrot has had feve- 
ral fcuffles with M. De Frontenac and Mr. De la Barre, of which you may expeét 2 
further account, when I am better informed. All the world blames our General for 
his bad fuccefs: it is talked publicly, that his only defign was to cover the fending of 
feveral canoes to‘ traffic with the favages in thofe lakes for beaver-fkins. The people 
here are very bufy in wafting over to court a thoufand calumnies againft him ; both 
the clergy and the gentlemen of the long robe write to his difadvantage. Though, 
after all, the whole charge is falfe, for the poor man could do no more than he did. 
Juft now I was informed, that Mr. Hainaut, Mr. Montortier, and Mr. Durivau, three 
captains of fhips, are arrived at Quebec, with a defign to pafs the winter there, and 
to affift him as counfellors ; and that the laft of thefe three has brought with him. an 
independent company, to be commanded by himlelf. 

I thalk have no opportunity of writing again before the next f{pring; for the lait 
fhips that are to return for France this year, are now ready to fail. 1am, Sir, 

Yours, &cs 


. 
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LETTER VII. 
Dated at Monreal, June 28, 16853 


Reprefenting the Fortifications of Monreal, and the indifcreet Zeal of the Priefts, who 
are Lords of that Town: with a Defcription of Chambli, and of the Commerce of the’ 
Savages upon the great Lake. : 


Sir,” - X 

I HAVE juft received yours, by a fmall veffel of Bourdeaux, loaded with wine 5. 
which is the firft that came to Quebec this year. Iam mightily pleafed to hear that) 
the King has granted to M. de la Salle four fhips, to go upon the difcovery of the: 
Mouth of the Miffifippi; and cannot but admire your curiofity in defiring to know’ 
the occurrences of this place, and how I {pent my time in the winter. 

M. de Callieres was no fooner pofleffed of his government, than he ordered all the: 
inhabitants of this town, and of the adjacent country, to cut down and bring in great 
ftakes of fifteen feet in length, to fortify the town. During the winter, thefe orders were’ 
purfued with fo much application, that all things are now ready for making the in- 
clofure; in which five or fix hundred men are to be employed. 1 {pent part of the 
winter in hunting with the Algonkins, in order to a more perfect knowledge of their’ 
language, and the reft I'fpent in this place, with a great deal of uneafinefs; for here 
we cannot enjoy ourfelves either at play or vifiting the ladies, but it is prefently car-- 
ried to the curate’s ears, who takes public notice of it in the pulpit... His zeal goes fo 
far as even to name the perfons ; and fince he refufes the facrament of the holy fupper" 
to ladies of quafity, upon the moft flender pretences, you may eafily guefs at the other 
fteps of his indiferetion. You cannot imagine to what a pitch thefe ecclefiaftical lords 
have {crewed their authority: they excommunicate all the mafks ; and wherever they 
fpy them, they run after them to uncover their faces, and abufe them in a reproachful: 
manner ; in fine, they have a more watchful eye over the conduct of the girls and 
married women than their fathers and hufbands have. They cry out againit thofe that 
do not receive the facrament-once a month ; and at Eafter they oblige all forts of per- 
fons to give in bills to their confeffors.. ‘They prohibit and burn all the books: that. 
treat of any other fubje€t but devotion, When I think of this tyranny, I cannot but 
be enraged at the impertinent zeal of the curate of this city.. This inhuman fellow 
came one day to my lodging, and finding the romance of the Adventures of Petronius 
upon my table, he fell upon it with an unimaginable fury, and tore out almoft all the 
leaves. This book I valued more than my life, becaufe it was not caftrated ; and in- 
deed I was fo provoked when I faw it all in wreck, that if my landlord had not held me, - 
J had gone immediately to that turbulent paftor’s houfe, and would have plucked out 
the hairs of his beard with as little mercy as he did the leaves of my book. Thefe ani~ 
inals cannot content themfelves with the ftudying of men’s aétions, but they muft like- 
wife dive into their thoughts. By this fketch, Sir, you may judge what a pleafant life 
we lead here. 

The 30th of the laft March the ice melted; and the river:being then open, I was 
fent with a fmell detachment to Chambli: for commonly the fun refumes its vigour 
here much about that time.. Chambli ftands on the brink of a bafin, about five or fix 
leagues cil this place: that bafin is two leagues in circumference, and receives the letze: 
of Champlain by a water-fall that is a league and a half in length ; out of which there - 

: arifes 
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arifes a river that difembogues at Sorel into the river of St. Lawrence, as I intimated 
above in my fourth letter. In former,times this place had a great trade in beaver-fkins, 
which is now decayed: for the Soccokis, the Mahingans, and the Openangos, ufed 
formerly to refort thither in fhoals, to exchange their furs for other goods; but at pre- 
fent they are retired to the Englith colonies, to avoid the purfuit of the Iroquefe. The 
Champlain lake, which lies above that water-fall, is eighty leagues in circumference. 
At the end of this lake we met with another, called St. Sacrament, by which one may 
go very eafily to New York, there being but a land-carriage of two leagues from thence 
to the river Du Fer, which falls into the Manathe. While I was at Chambli, J faw two 
canoes loaded with beaver-fkins pafs privately by that way; and it was thought they 
were fent thither by M.de la Barre. This {muggling. way of trade is exprefsly pro- 
hibited : for they are obliged to carry thefe fkins before the office of the company, where 
they are rated at an hundred and fixty per cent. lefs than the Englifh buy them at in 
their colonies. But the little fort that ftands at the bottom of the water-fall, upon the 
brink of the bafin of Chambli, being only fingle pallifadoes, it cannot hinder people to 
pafs that way; efpecially confidering that the profpect of fo great a profit renders the 
paffengers the more daring. The inhabitants of the adjacent villages are very much.ex- 
pofed to the incurfions of the Iroquefe in time of war. Notwithftanding the weaknefs 
of the fort, I continued in that place a month and a half, and then I returned hither, 
where M.de la Barre arrived fome days after; being accompanied with M. Hen- 
naut, M. Montortier, and M. du Rivau. Much about the fame day there arrived 
twenty-five or thirty canoes, belonging to the Coureurs de Bois, being homeward-bound 
from the great lakes, and laden with beaver-fkins, ‘The cargo of each canoe amounted 
to forty packs, each of which weighs fifty pounds, and will fetch fifty crowns at the far- 
mer’s office. Thefe canoes were followed by fifty more of the Outaonas and Hurons, 
who come down every year to the colony, in order to make a better market than they 
can do in their own country of Miffilimakinac, which lies on the banks of the lake of 

Hurons, at the mouth of the lake of the Illinefe. Their way of trading is as follows : 
Upon their firft arrival, they encamp at the diftance of five or fix hundred paces from 
the town. The next day is fpent in ranging their canoes, unloading their goods, and 
pitching their tents, which are made of birch bark. The next day after, they demand 
audience of the governor-general; which is granted them that fame day in a public. 
place. Upon this occafion, each nation makes a ring for itfelf; the favages fit upon 
the ground with their pipes in their mouths, and the governor is feated in an armed 
chair; after which, there ftarts up an orator or fpeaker from one of thefe nations, who 
makes an harangue, importing, “ that his brethren are come to vifit the governor. 
general, and to renew with him their wonted friendfhip: that their chief view is, to 
promote the intereft of the French, fome of whom being unacquainted with the way of 
trafick, and being too weak for the tranfporting of goods from the lakes, would be 
unable to deal in beaver-fkins if his brethren did not come in perfon to deal with them 
in their own colonies: that they new very well how acceptable their arrival is to the 
inhabitants of Monreal, in regard of the advantage they reap by it: that in regard the 
beaver-fkins are much valued in France, and the French goods given in exchange are of 
an inconfiderable value, they mean to give the French fufficient proof of thei? readinefs 
to furnifh them with what they defire fo earneftly: that by way of preparation for 
another year’s cargo, they are come to take in exchange fufees, powder and ball, in 
orjer to hunt great numbers of beavers, or to gall the Iroquefe, in cafe they offer ta 
aifturb the French fettlements; and, in fine, that in confirmation of their words, they 
throw a purcelian colier with fome beaver-fkias, to the Kitchi-Okima (fo they call the 
governor 
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govérnor general) whofe protection they lay claim to ‘in cafe of any robbery or abule 
committed upon them in the town. ae 

The fpokefman having made an end of his {peech, returns to his place, and takes up 
his pipe; and then the interpreter explains the fubftance of the harangue to the gover- 
nor, who commonly gives a very civil anfwer, efpecially if the prefent be valuable: in 
‘confideration of which, he likewife makes them a prefent of fome trifling things. This 
done, the favage rifes up, and return to their huts to make fuitable preparations for the 
enfuing truck.’ 

The next-day the favages make their flaves carry the fkins to the houfes of the mer. 
chants, who bargain with thern for fuch cloaths as they want. - All the inhabitants of 
Monreal are allowed to traffic with them in any commodity but wine and brandy ; 
thefe two being excepted upon the account that when the favages have got what they 
wanted, and have any fkins left, they drink to excefs, and then kill their flaves; for 
when they are in drink, they quarrel and fight ; and if they were not held by thofe who 
are fober, would certainly make havock one of another. However, you muft obferve, 
that none of them will touch either gold or filver.’ It is a comical fight, to fee them 
running from fhop to fhop, ftark naked, with their bow and arrow. The nicer fort of 
women are wont to hold their fans before their eyes, to prevent their being frightened 
with the view of their ugly parts. But thefe merry companions, who: know the brifk 
the-merchants as well as we, are not wanting in making an offer, which is fometimes 
accepted of, when the prefent is of good mettle. If we may credit the common report, 
there are more than one or two of the ladies of this country, whofe conftancy and 
virtue has held out againft the attacks of feveral officers, and at the fame time vouch- 
fafed a free accefs to thefe nafty lechers. _It is prefumed their compliance was the effect 
of curiofity, rather than of any nice relifh; for, in a word, the favages are neither 
brifk nor conftant. But whatever is in the matter, the women are the more excufable 
upon this head, that {uch opportunities are very unfrequent. 

~ As foon as the favages have made an end of their truck, they take leave of the go- 
vernor, and fo return home by the river of Outaouas. To conclude, they did a great 
deal of good both to the poor and rich; for you will readily apprehend, that every body 
turns merchant upon fuch occafions. 
Tam, Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER ix. 
Dated at Boucherville, O&ober 2, 1685. 


Being an Account of the Commerce and Trade of Monreal: of the Arrival of the Marquis 
of Denonville with fome Troops ; and of the Recalling of M. de la Barre. With a 
curious Defcription of certain Licenfes’ for trading in Beaver kins in the remote 
Countries. 


Sir, . 

I RECEIVED your fecond letter three weeks ago, but could not fend a fpeedier 
anfwer, by reafon that none of our fhips have fet fail for France. Since you want 
to know the nature of the trade of Monreal, be pleafed to take the following account: 

Almoft all the merchants of that city a€ only on the behalf of the Quebec merchants. 
whofe fagtors they are. The barks which carry thither dry commodities, as well as 

“wine and brandy, are but few in number; but then they make feveral voyages in one 
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year from the one city to the other. The inhabitants of the ifland of Monreal, and the 
adjacent cantons, repair twice a year to the city of Monreal, where they buy commo~ 
dities fifty per cent. dearer than at Quebec. The favages of the neighbouring coun- 
tries, whether fettled or erratic, carry thither the tkins of beavers, elks, caribous, 
foxes and wild cats; all which they truck forfufees, powder, lead and other neceffaries. 
There every one is allowed to trade; and indeed it is the beft place for the getting of am 
eftate in a fhort time.. All the merchants have fuch a perfect good underitanding one 
with another, that they all fell at the fame price. But when the inhabitants of the 
country find their prices exorbitant, they raife their commodities in proportion. The 
gentlemen that have a charge of children, efpecially daughters, are obliged to be good 
hufbands, in order to bear the expence of the magnificent cloaths with which they are 
fet off ; for pride, vanity, and luxury reign as much in New France as in Old France. 
In my opinion, it would do well, if the King would order commodities to be rated at a 
reafonable price, and prohibit the felling of gold or filver brocadoes, fringes, and rib- 
bands, as well as points and rich laces. : 

The Marquis of Denonville is come to fucceed M. dela Barre in the quality of 
governor-general; for the King has recalled M. de la Barre, upon the accufation 
Taid againit him by his enemies. To’be fure, you who are in France, know better thay 
T, that M. de Denonville was maitre de camp to the Queen’s regiment of dragoons, 
which place he fold to M. Mercey when the King beftowed this government upon him; 
and, that he brought with him fome companies of marines, befides his lady and his 
children; for it feems, the danger and inconveniencies that attend fuch a long and 
troublefome voyage, made no impreflion upon her. This governor ftayed at firft fome 
weeks at Quebec, after which he came to Monreal, with five or fix hundred men of 
regular troops, and fent back the Captains Hainaut, Montortier, and Du Rivo, with 
feveral other officers. His army is now in winter quarters all round Monreal. My 
quarters are at a_place called Boucherville, which lies at the diftance. of three leagues 
from Monreal. I have been here fifteen days, and in all appearance {hall live more 
happily than in the town, abating for the folitude; for at leaft I fhall have no other 
oppofition to encounter in the cafe of balls, gaming, or feafting, but the zealous freaks 
of a filly prieft. Iam informed, that the governor has given orders to complete the 
fortifications of Monreal, and is now ready to embark for Quebec, where our governors 
commonly pafs the winter. The favages I {poke of in my laft, met the Troquefe upon 
the great river of the Outaouas, who informed them that the Englith were making 
preparations to tranfport to their villages in Miflilimakinac, better and cheaper com- 
modities than thofe they had from the French. This piece of news did equally alarm 
the gentlemen, the pedlars called coureurs de bois, and the merchants; who at that 
rate, would beconfiderable lofers ; for you muft know, that Canada fubfilt only upon 
the trade of fkins or furs, three-fourths of which come from the people that live round 
the great lakes: fo that ifthe Englifh fhould put fuch a defign in execution, the whole 
country would fuffer by it; efpecially confidering, that it would fink certain licenfes ; 
an account of which will be proper in this place. 

Thefe licenfes are granted in writing by the governors-general to poor gentlemen 
and old officers who have a charge of children. They are difpofed of by: the King’s 
orders; and the defign of them is to enable fuch perfons to feud commodities to thefe 
lakes. The number of the perfons thus impowered ought not to exceed twenty-five 
in one year; but God knows how many more have private licenfes.. All other perfons, 

“of what quality or condition foever, are prohibited to go or fend to thefe lakes, without 
fuch licenfes, under the pain of death. Each licenfe extends to the lading oftwo great 
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canoes; and whoever procures a whole ora half licenfe for himfelf, may either make 
ule of it himfelf or fell it to the higheft bidder. Commonly they are brought at fix 
hundred crowns a piece. Thofe who purchafe them, are at no trouble in finding pedlars 
or foreft-rangers to undertake the long voyages, which fetch the moft confiderable gains, 
and commonly extend to a year and fometimes more. The merchants put into the 
two canoes ftipulated in the licenfe, fix men with a thoufand crowns worth of goods, 
which are rated to the pedlars at fifteen per cent. more than what they are fold for in 
ready money in the colony. When the voyage is performed, this fum of a thoufand 
crowns commonly brings in feven hundred per cent. clear profit, and fometimes more, 
fometimes lefs; for thefe fparks called coureurs de bois bite the favages moft dexter- 
oufly, and the lading of two canoes, computed at a thoufand crowns, is a purchafe for 
as many beaver-fkins as will load four canoes: now, four canoes will carry a hundred 
and fixty packs of fkins, that is, forty a piece; and reckoning each pack to be worth 
fifty crowns, the value of the whole amounts to eight thoufand crowns. As to the 
re-partition of this extravagant profit, it is made after the following manner: in the firft 
place, the merchant takes out of the whole bulk fix hundred crowns for the purchafe 
of his licenfe; then a thoufand crowns for the prime coft of the exported commodities. 
After this, there remains fix thoufand four hundred crowns of furplufage, out of which 
the merchant takes forty per cent. for bottomry, which amounts to two thoufand five 
hundred and fixty crowns; and the remainder is divided equally among the fix 
coureurs de bois, who get little more than fix hundred crowns a piece ; and indeed I 
mutt fay itis fairly earned ; for their fatigue is inconceivable. In the mean time, you 
mutt remark, that over and above the foregoing profit, the merchant gets twenty-five 
per cent. upon his beaver-fkins by carrying them to the office of the farmers general, 
where the price of four forts of beaver-fkins is fixed. If the merchant fells thefe fkins 
to any private man in the country for ready money, He is paid in the current money of 
the country, which is of lefs value than the bills of exchange that the director of that 
office draws upon Rochel or Paris; for there they are paid in French livres, which are 
twenty fols, whereas a Canada livre is but fifteen fols. This advantage of twenty-five 
per cent. is called /e benefice;- but take notice, that it is only to be had upon beaver- 
fkins; for if you pay to a Quebec merchant four hundred Canada livres in filver, and 
take from hima bill of exchange upon his correfpondent in France, his correfpondent 
will pay no more than three hundred French livres, which is a juft equivalent. 

This is the laft intelligence I fhall give you for this year, which has already brought 
ina very cold autumn. The Quebec {hips mutt fet fail in the middle of November, 
purfuant to the wonted cuftom. 

Iam, Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER X. 


Dated at Boucherville, July 8, 1686, 


Relating the Arrival of M. de Champigni, in the room of M. de Meules, who is 
recalled to France ; the Arrival of the Troops that came along with him ; the Curiofity 
of the Rackets, and the way of hunting Elks ; with a Defeription of that Animal, 


Sir, 
THOUGH I have not heard from you this year, yet I will not flight this oppor. 
tunity of writing to you. Some fhips from France are arrived at Quebec, and have 
00 2 brought 


x. 


284 LAHONTAN’S TRAVELS IN CANADA? 


brought over M. de Champigni Noroua, with fome companies of marines. He comes 
to fupply the place of M. de Meules, whom the King recalls upon the unjuft com- 
plaints that are made.of him, He is charged with preferring his private intereft to the 
public good; but the charge is falfe, and he will-eafily clear himfelf. Iam apt to be- 
lieve he may have carried on fome underhand commerce, but in fo doing he injured 
nobody ; nay, on the contrary, he has procured bread for a thoufand poor creatures, 
that without his affiftance would have ftarved for hunger. This new intendant is de- 
{cended of one of the moft illuftrious families of the robe in France. He is faid to be 
a man of honour, and fame entitles his lady to a diftinguifhing merit. I underftand, 
he and M. Denonville are bound fpeedily for Monreal, where they mean to take a 
review of the inhabitants of this iland, and of the neighbouring cantons. Probably, 
they take fuch precautions, in order to fome new effort again{t the Iroquefe. Laft 
winter we had no new occurrences in the colony. I fpent the whole winter at the 
hunting of orignals or elks along with the favages, whofe language I am learning, as 
I have intimated to you feveral times, \ 

‘The hunting of elks is performed upon the fnow, with a kind of rackets adapted 
to the purpofe. Thefe rackets are two feet and a ‘half long, and fourteen 
inches broad ; their ledges are made of a very hard wood, about an inch thick, that 
faftens the net jeft like a tennis-racket, from which they differ only in this, that thofe 
for the tennis are made of gut-ftrings, whereas the others are made of little thongs * 
of the fkins of harts or elks. In the cut you may perceive two little {pars of wood, 
which run acrofs, to render the net firmer and ftiffer. ‘The hole that appears by the 
two latchets is the place in which they put the toes and fore-part of the foot; fo that 
it is tied faft by the two latchets, which run twice round about the heel, and every ftep. . 
they make upon the fnow, the fore-part of the foot finks into that hole, as often as 
they raife their heel. By the help of this contrivance they walk fafter upon the fnow 
than one can do with fhoes upon a beaten path; and indeed it is fo neceflary for them, 
that would be otherwife impoffible not only to hunt and range the woods, but even to 
go to church, notwithftanding they are fo near, for commonly the fnow is three or 
four feet deep in that country during the winter. Being obliged to march thirty or 
forty leagues in the woods, in purfuit of the above-mentioned animals, I found that _ 
the fatigue of the journey equalled the pleafure of it. 

The orignal is a fort of elk, not much different from that we find in Mufcovy; it is 
as big as an Auvergne moyle, and much of the fame fhape, abating for its muzzle, its 
tail, and its great flat horns, which weigh fometimes three hundred and fometimes 
four hundred weight, if we may credit thofe who pretend to have weighed them ;. this 
animal ufually reforts to planted countries ; its hair is long and brown, and-the fkin is 
itrong and hard, but not thick. The flefh of the orignal, efpecially that of the female 
fort, eats delicioufly, and it is faid, that the far hind foot of the female kind is a cure 
for the falling-ficknefs; it neither runs nor fkips, but its trot will almoft keep up with 
the running of a hart. The favages affure us, that in fummer it will trot three days 
and three nights without intermiffion. Thefe fort of animals commonly gather into a 
body towards the latter end of autumn, and the herds are largeft in the beginning of 
the fpring, at which time the fhe-ones are in rutting, but after their heat is -over they 
all difperfe themfelves. We hunted them in the following manner: firft of all, we 
went forty leagues to the northward of the river of St. Lawrence, where we found a 
litle lake of three or four leagues in circumference, and upon the banks of that lake 
we made huts for ourfelves of the barks of trees, having firlt cleared the ground of the 
fnow that covered it. - In our journey thithe: we killed as many hares and wood-hens 


as 
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as we could eat. When we had fitted up our huts the favages went out upon the dif- 
covery of the élks, fome to the northward and fome to the fouth, to the diftance of two 
or three leagues from the huts. As foon as they difcovered any frefh foot-fteps, they 
detached one of their number to give us notice, to the end, that the whole company 
might have thepleafure of feeing the chace. We traced thefe foot-fteps fometimes for one 
and fometimes fortwo leagues, andthen fell inwith five, ten, fifteen or twenty elksina body ; 
which prefently betook themfelves to flight, whether a part or in a body and funk into.the- 
fnow up to their breaft. Where the fnow was hard and condenfated, or where the 
froft following wet weather had glazed it above, we came up with them after the chace 
ofa quarter of a league; but when the fnow was foft or juft fallen, we were forced to. 
purfue them three or four leagues before we could catch them, unlefs the dogs hap- 
pened to {top them where the {now was very deep. When we came up with them, the 
favages fired upon them with fufees. If the elks be much enraged, they will fometimes. 
turn upon the. favages, who cover themfelves with boughs in order to keep off their 
feet, with which they would crufh them to pieces. ‘As’ foon as they are killed, the 
favages make new huts upon the fpot, with great fires in the middle; while the flaves. 
are employed in flaying them, and ftretching out the fkins in the open air. One of the- 
foldiers that accompanied me, told me one day, that to withftand the violence of the 
cold, one ought to have his blood compofed of brandy, his body of brafs, and his eyes 
of glafs; and Imuft fay, he had fome ground for what he fpoke, for we were forced to. 
keep a fire all round us, all the night long. As long as the flefh of thefe animals laft,. 
the favages feldom think of ftirring ; hut when it is all confumed, they then look out 
for anew difcovery. ‘Thus they continue to hunt, till the fnow and the ice are melted., 
As foon as the great thaw commences it is impoflible for them to travel far; fo that 
they content themfelves with the killing of hares and partridges, which are very nume- 
rous in the woods. When the rivers are clear of the.ice, they make canoes of the elke 
{kins, which they fow together very eafily, covering the feams with a fat fort of earth 
inftead of pitch, This work is over in four or five days time, after which they return 
home in the canoes with all their baggage. 

This, Sir, was our diverfion for three months in the woods. We took fifty-fix elks, 
and might have killed twice as many, if we had hunted for the benefit of the fkins, 
Inthe fummer feafon the favages have two ways of killing them, both of which are. 
equally troublefome. One confifts in hanging a rope-gin between two trees, upon a 
pls furrounded with thorns ; the other is compaffed by crawling like fnakes among 
the trees and thickets, and approaching to them upon the leeward fide, fo that they 
may. be fhot with a fuzee. Harts and caribous are killed both in fummer and winter 
after the fame manner with the elks, excepting that the caribous, which are a kind of 
wild affes, make an eafy efcape when the {now is hard, ‘by virtue of their broad feet,, 
whereas the elk finks as faft ashe rifes. In fine, Iam fo well pleafed with the hunting 
ofthis country, that I have refolved to employ al] my leifure-time upon that exercife. 
‘The favages have promifed, that in three months time I fhall fee other forts of chaces,. 
which will prove lefs fatiguing, and more agreeable. 


Iam, Sir, yours, &c 
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LETTER XI 


Dated at Boucherville, May 28, 1687. 


Being @ curious Defeription of the Hunting of divers Animals. 
Sir, : 


‘YOU complain that the laft year you received but one of my letters, dated July 8, 
and with the fame breath aflure me, that you writ two to me, neither of which is come 


to hand. I received a letter from you this day, which is fo much the more acceptable, 

that I thought you had been dead, and that I find you continue to give proof of your 

remembrance of me. I find, by your letter, that you have an agreeable relifh for the 
curious elk-hunting in this country, and that a further account of our other hunting 
adventures would meet with a welcome reception. This curiofity, indeed, is worthy 
of fo great a huntfman as yourfelf; but at prefent I muft beg your excufe as to. the 
beaver-hunting, for I know nothing of it yet but by hearfay. 

In the beginning of September, I fet out in a canoe upon feveral rivers, marfhes, 
and pools, that difembogue in the Champlain Lake, being accompanied with thirty 
or forty of the favages that are very expert in fhooting and hunting, and_perfe@l 
well acquainted with the proper places for finding water-fowl, deer, and other fallow 
beaits. The firft poft we took up was upon the fide of a marth or fen of four or five 
Jeagues in circumference ; and after we had fitted up our huts, the favages made 
huts upon the water in feveral places. Thefe water-huts are made of the branches 
and leaves of trees, and contain three or four men: for a decoy, they have the fkins 
of geefe, buftards, and ducks, dried and ftuffed with hay, the two feet being made 
faft with two nails to a fmall piece of alight plank, which floats round the hut. This 
place being frequented by wonderful numbers of geefe, ducks, buttards, teals, and 
an infinity of other fow] unknown to the Europeans ; when thefe fowls fee the fluffed 
fkins fwimming with the heads ereéted, as if they were alive, they repair to the fame 
place, and fo give the favages an opportunity of fhooting them, either flying or upon 
the water ; after which the favages get into their canoes and gather them up. They 
have likewife a way of catching them with nets, ftretched upon the furface of the water 
at the entries of the rivers. In a word, we eat nothing but water-fowl for fifteen 
days ; after which we refolved to declare war againft the turtle-doves, which are {fo 
numerous in Canada, that the bifhop has been forced to excommunicate them oftener 
than once, upon the account of the damage they do to the produét of the earth, 
‘With that view, we embarked and made towards a meadow, in the neighbourhood of 
which the trees were covered with that fort of fowl, more than with leaves 3. for juft 
then it was the feafon in which they retire from the north countries, and repair to the 
fouthern climates ; and one would have thought, that all the turtle-doves upen earth 
had chofe to pafs through this place. For the eighteen or twenty days that we ftaid 
there, I firmly believe that a thoufand men might have fed upon them heartily, without 
putting themfelves to any trouble. You muft know, that through the middle of this 
meadow there runsabrook, upon which I and two young favages fhot feveral {nipes, 
rayles, and a certain fort of fowl called bateus de faux, which is as big as a quail, and 
eats very delicioufly. 

~~ Inthe fame place we killed fome mufk-rats, or a fort of animals which refemble a 
vat in their fhape, and are as big asa rabbit. The kins of thefe rats are very much 


valued, 
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valued, as differing but little from thofe of beavers. Their tefticles fmell fo ftrong of 
mufk, that no civet or antelope that Afia affords, can boaft of fuch a ftrong and {weet 
{mell. We fpied them in the mornings and evenings, at which time they ufually ap. 
pear upon the water with their nofé to the windward, and betray themfelves to the 
hunflmen, by the curling of the water. The fouteraux, which are an amphibious 
fort of little pole-cats, are catched after the fame manner. I was likewife entertained 
upon this occafion, with the killing of certain little beafts, called fiffleurs, or whiftlers, 
with allufion to their wonted way of whiftling or whizzing at the mouth of their holes 
in fair weather. They are as big as hares, but fomewhat fhorter ; their fleth is good 
for nothing, but their fkins are recommended by their rarity. The favages gave me 
an opportunity of hearing one of thefe creatures whiftle for an hour together, after 
which they fhot it. ‘To gratify the curiofity I had to fee fuch diverfity of animals, 
they made a diligent fearch for the holes or dens of the carcaioux, and having found 
fomeat the diftance of two or three leagues from the fen upon which we were pofted, 
they conducted me to the place. At the break of day we planted ourfelves round the 
holes, with our bellies upon the ground ; and left fome flaves to hold the dogs a 
mufket-fhot behind us. As foon as thefe animals perceived day-light, they came out 
of their holes, which were immediately ftopped up by the favages, and upon that the 
dogs fetched them up with eafe. We faw but two of them, which made a vigorous 
defence againft the dogs, but were ftrangled after a difpute of half an hour. Thefe: 
animals are not unlike a badger, only they are bigger, and more mifchievous. Though 
our dogs fhewed a great deal of courage in attacking the carcaioux, they betrayed’ 
their cowardice the next day in a rencounter with a porcupine, which we fpied upona 
little tree. ‘To obtain the pleafure of feeing the porcupine fall, we cut down the tree 5 
but neither the dogs nor we durft gonear it. The dogsonly barked and jumped round 
it; for it darted its long and hard hair, like fo many bodkins, three or four paces off. 
At laft we pelted it to death, and putit upon the fire to burn off its darts 5 after which 
we fcalded it like a pig, took out the entrails, and roafted it ; but though it was very 
fat, I could not relith it fo well as to comply with the affertion of the natives, who allege, 
that it eats as well as a capon or a partridge. 

After the turtle-doves -had all paffed over the place, in queft of their fouthern re 
treats, the favages offered to fend fome of their number with canoes to conduét me 
home, before the rivers and lakes were frozen over ; for themfelves were to tarry out 
for the elk-hunting ; and they imagined that the cold and hardfhip attending that ¢x- 
ercife had made me fick of it the year before. However, we had then amonth good’ 
before the commencement of the froft, and in that interval of time, they proffered to 
entertain me with more diverting game than any I had feen before. ‘They propofed . 
to go fifteen or fixteen leagues further up the country, affuring me, that they knew of 
a certain place that had the moft advantageous fituation in the world, both for plea- 
fare and profit, and that afforded great plenty of otters, of the kins of which they 
meant to make a great cargo. Accordingly we pulled down our huts, and having 
embarked in our canoes, failed up the river, till we came toa little lake of two leagues 
in circumference, at the end of which we faw another greater lake, divided from this 
by an ifthmus of one hundred and fifty paces in length. We pitched our huts at the 
diftance of a league from that ifthmus; and fome of the favages fithed for trouts, 
while the reft were employed in laying traps for the otters upon the brinks of the lake. 
‘Thefe traps are made of five ftakes placed in the form of an oblong quadrangle, fo a 

-to make a litthe chamber, the door of which is kept up, and fupported by a fake. 
Tothe middle of this ftake they tiea ftring which paffes through a little fork, and has: 
a trout 
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atrout well faftened to the end of it. Now, when the otter comes on fhore, and fees: . 
this bait, he putsabove half his body into that fatal cage, in order to fwallow the fihh . 
but he no fooner touches, than the {tring to which it is made faft, pulls away the ftake 
that fupports the door, upon which an heavy and loaded door falls upon-his,reins and 
quafhes him. During our pilgrimage in that part of the country, the favages took 
above two hundred and fifty Canada otters, the fkins of which are infinitely prettier 
than thofe of Mufcovy or Sweden. The beft of them, which are not worth two 
crowns in this place, are fold in France for four or five, and fometimes for ten, if 
they are black and very rough. As foon as the favages had fet their traps, they gave 
orders to their flaves to go round the-lake every morning, in order to take out the 
amphibious animals, After that they conducted me to the above-mentioned ifthmus, 
where I was furprized to fee a fort of a park or fence made of trees, felled one upon 
another, and interlaced with thorns and branches ; with a quadrangular inclofure of 
ftakes at the end of it, the entry of which was very narrow. They gave meto know, 
that they ufed to hunt harts in that place, and promifed to divert me with the fhew as 
foon as the inclofures were a little mended. In effeét, they carried me two or three_ 
leagues off, upon fuch roads as had nothing on either fide but fens and marfhes ; and 
after they had difperfed themfelves, fome on one hand and fome on the other, with a 
dog for every man, I faw a great many harts running to and again, in queft of places 
of fafety. The favage that [ kept company with, affured me, that he and I had no 
occafion to walk very faft, becaufe he had taken the ftraighteft and the neareft road. 
Before us we faw above ten harts, which were forced to run back, rather than throw 
themfelves into the marfh, of which they could never get clear. At laft, after walk- 
ing a great pace, and running now and then, wearrived at the park, and found the 
favages lying flat upon the ground all round it, in order to fhut up the entry of thé 
{take inclofure as foon as the harts entered. We found thirty-five harts in the place, 
and if the park had been better fenced, we might have had above fixty; for the 
nimbleft and lighteft of them fkipped over before they came to enter the inclofure. 
e killed a great many of them, but {pared the dams, becaufe they were great with 
young. lLafked of the favages the tongues and the marrow of the harts, which they 
gave me very readily. The flefh was very fat, but not delicious, excepting fome few 
bits about the ribs. But after all, this was not our only game ; for two days after. we 
went a bear-hunting, and the favages, who fpend three parts of four of their life in 
hunting in the woods, are very dexterous at that exercife, efpecially in fingling out 
the trunks of the trees upon which the bears neftle. I could not but admire their 
knowledge in that point, when, &s we were walking up and down in a foreft, at the 
diftance of an hundred paces one from another, I heard one favage call to another, 
Here’s a bear. I afked them how he knew there was a bear upon ‘the tree which he 
knocked with his axe ; and they all replied, that it was as eafily diftinguithed as the 
print of an elk’s foot in the fnow. For five or fix times they never miffed ; for after 
they had knocked two or three times upon the trunk of the tree, the bear came out of 
itshole, and was, prefently fhot. The Canada bears are extreme black, but not mif- 
chievous, for they never attack one, unlefs they be wounded or fired upon. They 
are fo fat, efpecially in the autumn, that they can fcarce walk. Thofe which we 
killed were extremely fat, but their fat is good for nothing butto be burnt, whereas 
their fiefh, and, above all, their feet, are very nice victuals. The favages affirm, 
that no flefh is fo delicious as that of bears ; and indeed, | think they are in the right 
~of it. While we ranged up and down in queft of bears, we had the pleafure of fpying 


fome martins and wild-cats upon the branches of the trees, which the favages thot in 
. pre ney 
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the head to preferve their fkin. But the moft comical thing I faw, was the ftupidity 
of the wood-hens, which fit upon the trees in whole flocks, and are killed one after 
another, without ever offering to ftir. Commonly the favages fhoot at them with ar- 
rows, for they fay they are not worth a fhot of powder, which is able to kill an elk or 
an hart. I have plied this fort of fowling in the neighbourhood of our cantons or 
habitations in the winter time, with the help of a dog who found out the trees by fcent, 
and then barked ; upon which I approached to the tree, and found the fowls upon the 
branches. When the thaw came, { went two or three leagues further up the lake, in 
company with fome Canadefe, on purpofe to fee that fowl flap with its wings. Believe 
me, Sir, this fight is one of the greateft curiofities in the world ; for their flapping 
makes a noife much like that of adrum all about, for the fpace of a minute or there- 
abouts ; then the noife ceafes for half a quarter of an hour, after which it begins 
again. By this noife we were dire&ted to the place where the unfortunate moor-hens 
fat, and found them upon rotten mofly trees. By flapping one wing againft the other, 
they mean to call their mates ; and the humming noife that enfues thereupon may be 
heard half a quarter of a league off. This they do only in the months of April, 
May, September and Gétober; and, which is very remarkable, the moor-hen never 
flaps in this manner, but upon one tree. It begins at the break of day, and gives over 
at nine o’clock in the morning, till about an hour before funfet that it flutters again 
and continues fo to do till night ; I proteft to you, that I have frequently contented 
mye with feeing and admiring the flapping of their wings without offering to thot 
at them. 2 

Befides the pleafure of fo many different forts of diverfion, I was likewife enter- 
tamed in the woods with the company of the honeft old gentlemen that lived in former 
ages. Honeft Homer, the amiable Anacrcon, and my dear Lucian, were my infeparable 
companions. Ariftotle too defired paftionately to go along with us, but my canoe was 
too little to hold his bulky equipage of peripatetic fyllogifms: fo that he was even fain 
to trudge back to the Jefuits, who vouchfafed him a very honourable reception. I had 
a great deal of reafon to rid myfelf of that great philofopher’s company; for his ridie 
culous jargon and his fenfelefs terms would have-frighted the favages out of their wits, 
Farewell, Sir, 1 am now arrived at once at the end of my game and my letter. I have - 
heard no news from Quebec, where they continue to make mighty preparations for 
fome confiderable enterprize. Time will difcover a great many: things, an account of 
which | méan to tranfmit to you by the fhips that are to leave this harbour in the end 
of autumn. I conclude with my ufual compliment, 

Yours, &c. 


LETTER XIL 
Dated at St. Helens, over againft Monreal, June &, 1687. 


The Chevalier de Vaudreil arrives in Canada with fome Troops. Both the Regular 
Troops and the Militia are pofted at St. Helens, in readine/s to march againft the 
Troquefe. 

Sir, : 
I HAVE fuch a budget-full of news, that I know not where to begin. I received 

Jetters but now from M. Senelay’s office; by which I have advice, that orders are fent 


to M. Denonville to allow me to go for France upon my private concerns. No 
VOL. XII, PP longer 
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longer fince than yefterday, he told me I fhould have leave to go after the campaign is 
over. My relations write, that the procuring this leave coft them a great deal of pains 5 
and that the fooner I come to Paris, it will be the better for me. 

The governor arrived at Monreal three or four days ago, with ail the militia of the 
country, who lie now encamped along with our troors in that ifland. M.D’ Amble- 
mont has been at Quebec this month, with five or fix fecond-rate fhips, having failed 
from Rochelle thither in twenty-eight days. He brought over with him ten or twelve 
companies of marines, who are to guard the colony, while we invade the Iroquefe 
country. It is faid, that laft year M. Denonville fent feveral Canadefe, that were 
known and efteemed by the favages, our allies, who live upon the banks of the lakes, 
and the adjacent countries, with orders to engage them to favour our defign of extirpa- 
ting the Iroquefe. In the winter he made magazines of ammunition and provifions, 
and now he has fent feveral canoes, laden with provifions, to Fort Frontenac, and given 
orders for the building of an infinite number of fuch boats as I defcribed in my fourth 
letter, for the tranfporting of our. twenty companies of marines. The militia who are 
encamped in this ifland along with our troops, make fifteen hundred men, and are 
joined by five hundred of the converted favages that live in the neighbourhood of Que- 
bec and the ifland of Monreal. The Chevalier Vaudreuil, who is come from France 
to command our troops, is refolved to appear in the field, notwith{tanding the fatigue 
of his paffage to Canada; and the governor of Monreal is of the fame mind. M. de 
Champigni, the intendant of this country, went from hence to Fort Frontenac two days 
ago. The day after to-morrow M. de Denonville means fo march at the head of his 
little army, being accompanied with an ancient Iroquefe, that is very much refpected 
by the Five Cantons. ‘The hiftory and various adventures of this old gentleman are too 
tedious to bear a relation in this place. Every body is apprehenfive that this expedi- 
tion will prove as fuccefslefs as that of M. de la Barre: and if their apprehenfions are 
not difappointed, the King lays out his money to no purpofe. For my own part, when 
T reflect upon the attempt we made three years ago, I cannot but think it impoflible for 
usto fucceed. ‘Time will difcover the confequences of this expedition ; and perhaps 
we may come to repent, though too late, of our complying with the advice of fome 
difturbers of the public peace, who project to enlarge their private fortunes in a general 
commotion. I lay this down for an uncontefted truth, that we are not able to deftroy 
the Iroquefe by ourfelves: befides, what occafion have we to trouble them, fince they 
give us no provocation? However, let the event be what it will, J fhall not fail, upon 
ny return, to tranfmit you a journal of our actions, unlefs it be, that I embark for 
Rochelle, and deliver it myfelf. In the mean time, believe me to be, Sir, 

Yours, &c. 


LETTER XII. 
Dated at Niagara, Aug. 2, 1687. 
Reprefenting the unfavourable Iffue of the Campaign made in the Iroquefe Country ; the 


Difcovery of an Ambufcade ; and the iffuing of Orders for the Author to march with a 
Detachment to the great Lakes. 


Sir, 
IT has been a maxim in all ages, that the events of things are not always anfwerable 
to men’s expedtations: when men form t» themfelves a promifiing profpect of com- 
pafling 
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pafling their ends, they frequently meet with the mortification of feeing themfelves 
difappointed. This I fpeak by way of application to myfelf; for inftead of going for 
France, purfuant to the contents of the letter I writ to you two months ago, I am 
now obliged to ftraggle to one end of the world, as you will find by the following 
journal of our expedition. 

We broke up from St. Helens much about the time I fpoke of in my laft. M. de 
Champigni went before us with a {trong guard, and arrived in a canoe at Fort Fron- 
tenac, eight or ten days before we came up. As foon as he arrived, he fent two or 
three hundred Canadefe to furprize the villages of Kente and Ganeouffe, which lie at 
the diftance of feven or eight leagues from the fort, and are inhabited by a fort of Iro- 
quefe, that deferved no other ulage than what they met with. Our Canadefe had no 
great difficulty in maftering them ; for they furprifed them when they leaft thought of 
any alarm, and brought them prifoners to Fort Frontenac, where they were tied to 
pofts, with cords round their necks, hands, and feet. We arrived at the fort on the 
firlt of July, after the encountering of feveral difficulties among the water-falls, cataracts, 
and currents, that I formerly defcribed to you in my account of M. de la Barre’s 
expedition, We were more perplexed in this voyage than the former; for our boats 
were fo heavy, that we could not tranfport them over land as we did the canoes, but 
were obliged to drag them up through the impratticable paffes with the force of men 
and ropes. Immediately upon our debarking, I went ftraight to the fort, where I faw 
the miferable prifoners in the above-mentioned pofture. The fight of this piece of 
tyranny filled me at once with compaffion and horror; but, in the mean time, the 
poor wretches fung night and day, that being the cuftomary practice of the people of 
Canada when they fall into the hands of their enemies. They complained, “ that they 
were betrayed without any ground ; that in compenfation for the care they had taken 
ever fince the peace to furnifh the garrifon with fith and venifon, they were bound and 
tied to pofts, and whipped in fuch a manner, that they could neither fleep, nor guard off 
the flies; that the only requital they met with for procuring to the French a commerce 
in the {kins of beavers and other animals, was, to be doomed to flavery, and to fee their 
fathers, and the ancient men of their country, murdered beforetheir eyes. “Are thefe the 
French,” faid they, “ that the Jefuits cried up fo much for men of probity and honour ? 
Even the cruelleft fort of death that imagination itfelf can reach, would be nothing to 
us in comparifon with the odious and horrible fpettacle of the blood of our anceftors, 
that is fhed fo inhumanly before our eyes. Affuredly, the five villages will revenge our 
quarrel, and entertain an everlafting and juft refentment of the tyrannical ufage we 
now meet with.” I made up to one of thefe wretches that was about five-and-twenty 

ears old, and had frequently regaled me in his hut, not far from the fort, during 
my fix weeks fervice in that place, in the year of M. de la Barre’s expedition. This 
poor man being mafter of the Algonkin language, I gave him to know, that I was 
heartily grieved to fee him in that difmal pofture; that I would take care to have 
viduals and drink conveyed to him twice a day, and would give him letters for my 
friends at Monreal, in order to his being ufed more favourably than his companions. 
‘He replied, that he faw and was very well acquainted with the horror that moft of the 
French were affected with, upon the view of the cruelty they underwent; and that he 
{corned to be fed, or ufed more civilly than his fellow-prifoners. He gave me an ac- 
count of the manner in which they were furprifed, and how their anceftors were maf- 
facred; and truly, I do not believe that any one can be touched with more cutting and 
“bitter refleGtions than this poor man was, when he recounted the many fervices he 
had done the French, during the whole ccurfe of his life: at laft, after many fighs 
PP 2 and 
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and groans, he bowed down his head, and wrapped himfelf up in filence. Queyua. 
pote narrat, reflabant ultima flevit. But this was not the only thing that affected me, 
when I beheld the mifery of thefe innocent creatures: I faw fome young favages of 
our fide burn their fingers with fire in their lighted pipes; which provoked me to 
threfh them foundly; butI was feverely reprimanded for my pains, and confined to 
iny tent for five or fix days, where I only repented that I had not dealt my blows in 
adouble meafure. Thefe favages refented the matter fo highly, that they rau prefently 
to their huts, and flew to their fufees, in order to kill me; nay, all that could be 
done was fearce fufficient to appeafe them ; for the difpute came to that height, that 
they would have left us, if it had not been that our men affured them I was drunk *,. 
that all the French were prohibited to give me either wine or brandy, and thatI fhould 
certainly be imprifoned as foon as the campaign was over.. However, the poor 
wretches, the prifoners, were carried to Quebec; from whence ‘they are to be 
fent to the French gallies. Much about that time, the Sieur de la Foreft, one of M. 
de la Salle’s officers, arrived at the fort'in a great canoe, being conducted thither by 
eight or ten coureurs de bois. He gave M. de Denonville to underftand, that a party of 
the IIlinefe and the Oumamis waited for the Hurons and the Outaouas at the ‘lake of. 
St. Claire, in order to join them, and te march with joint forces to the river of the 
Yfonontouans, that being the place of their general rendezvous. He added, that in 
the lake of the Hurons near Miflilimakinac, M. de la Durantais, affifted by the 
favages, our allies, had taken an Englifh company, conduéted by fome Iroquefe, who 
had fifty thoufand crowns worth of goods in their canoes, to be difpofed of in exchange 
with the nations that dwell upon thefe lakes; as alfo, that M. Dulhut had taken 
another Englith convoy, being affifted by the coureurs de bois, and the favages, who. 
had fhared the former capture ; and that he had kept the Englifh and Iroquele as pri- 
foners, as well as their commander, who was called Major Gregory; in fine, he 
reprefented to M. de Denonville, that it was high time for him to fet out from Fort 
¥rontenac, if he meant to appear at the general rendezvous, where the auxiliary troops 
fent from the lakes, would arrive very fpeedily. The next day, being the third of July, 
the Sieur de la Foreft embarked again for Niagara, and {teered to the north fide of the 
lake. At the fame time we embarked and ftood to the oppofite fide of the lake, being 
favoured by the calms which in that month are very common. 

By good luck our whole body arrived almoft at one and the fame time in the river 
of the ‘Tfonontouans ; and upon that occafion, the favages, our allies, who draw 
predictions from the moft trifling accidents, fhewed their wonted {uperftition in taking 
this for an infallible prefage of the utter deflruGtion of the Iroquefe. Though after 
all, they proved falfe prophets, as you will find by the fequel of this letter. The fame 
night that we landed, we hauled our canoes and boats cut of the water, and fet a 
{trong guard upon them. This done, we built a fort of ftakes or pales, where we 
left the Sieur Dorvillers with four hundred men to guard our fhipping and baggage. 
The nextday, a young Canadefe, called Fontaine Marion, was unjuftly thot to death, 
His cafe ftood thus: having travelled frequently all over this continent, he was per- 
fedtly well acquainted with the country, and with the favages of Canada ; and after 
the doing of feveral good fervices to the King, defired leave from the governor-gene- 
ral-to continue his travels, in order to carry on fome little trade ; but his requeft was 
never granted. Upon that, he refolved to remove to New England, the two crowns 
seing then in peace. The planters of New England gave him a very welcome recep- 


* Among the favages drunken perfons are always excufed ; for the bottle atones for all crimes. 
rn , 
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tion ; for he was an active fellow, and one that underfteod .almoft all the languages of 
the favages. Upon this confideration, he was employed to.conduét the two Englifh. 
convoys I fpoke of but now, and. had the misfortune to be taken along with them. 
Now, to my mind, the ufage he met with from us was extreme hard ; for, we are in ~ 
peace with England ; and befides, that crown lays claim to the property of the Lakes 
of Canada. 

The next day we began our march towards the great village of the Tfonontouans, 
without any other provifions than ten bifcuits a man, which every one carried for him- 
felf. We had but feven leagues to march in a great wood of tall trees, upon a {mooth 
even ground. ‘The coureurs de bois, with a party of the favages, led the van, and 
the reft of the favages brought up the rear, our regular troops and our militia being 
pofted in the middle. ‘The firft day the army marched four leagues, and the advanced 
guards made no difcovery. The fecond day our advanced parties marched up.to the 
very fields of the village without perceiving any thing, though they paft within a 
piltol-thot of five hundred Tfonontouans, who lay flat. upon the ground, and fuffered 
them to pafs and repafs without moleftation, Upon their intelligence we marched up 
with equal precipitation and confufion, being buoyed up with the apprehenfion that the 
Troquefe had fled, and that, at leaft, their womer, children, and fuperannuated perfons 
would fall into our hands. When we arrived at the bottom of the hill, upon which 
the ambufcade was placed, at the diftance of a quarter of a league from the village, 
they began to raife their wonted cry, which was followed by the firing of fome muf- 
kets. Had you but feen, Sir, what diforder our troops and militia were in amidft the 
thick trees, you would have joined with me, in thinking that feveral thoufands of 
Europeans are no more than a fufficient number to make head again{t five hundred 
barbarians. Our battalions were divided into ftraggling parties, who fell into the right 
and left, without knowing where they went. In{tead of firing upon the Iroquefe, we 
fired upon one another. it was to no purpofe to call in the foldiers of fuch andfuch a 
battalion, for we could not fee thirty paces off; in fine, we were fo difordered, that: 
the enemy were going to clofe in upon us with their clubs in their hands, when the 
favages of our fide having rallied, repulfed the enemy, and purfued them to their vil- 
lages with fo much fury that they brought off the heads of eighty, and wounded a great: 
many. In this aétion we loft ten favages, and a hundred French. We had twenty or 
two-and-twenty wounded, in which number was the good Father Angeleran the Jefuit,., 
who received a mufket-fhot in thofe parts which Origen chofe to lop off, in order tov 
qualify himfelf for inftru€ting the fair fex without the difturbance of paflion, or-the: 
danger of feandal, When the favages broughtain the heads of their enemies tos 
M. de Denonville, they afked him why he halted, and did not march up?’ He made. 
anfwer, that he could not leave his wounded men behind, and that he thought it proper: 
to encamp, that the furgeons might have time to drefs their wounds. To obviate this 
pretence, the favages offered to make litters for the tranfporting of them to the village, . 
that lay but a little way off.. But our general did not approve of their advice ; upon 
which, notwithftanding his remonflrances, they drew up intoa body, .and though they» 
confifted of ten different nations, agreed in a joint refolution. of purfuing their enemy, 
in hopes of. taking, at leaft, their women, their old men, and.their children, Our. 
general being acquainted with their refolution, gave them to know, that he earneftly: 
defired they would reft for one day, and not depart from his camp, and that the next: 
day he would burn their villages, and ftarve them to death by ipoiling. their crops. 

- But they took this compliment fo ill, that moft of them returned to their own country ;- 


remonftrating, “* That the French came. ont to fetch a walk, rather than to wage wary. . 
fince. - 
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fince they would not take the advantage of the beft opportunity in the world; that 
their ardour, like a flath of fire, was extinguifhe@ as foon as kindled; that it was a 
fruitlefs adventure to draw together fo many warriors, from all parts, to burn fome 
huts of bark, that the enemy could rebuild in four days ; that the Tfenontouans did 
not matter the {peiling of their corn, for that the other Iroquefe nations were able to 
fupply them ; and in fine, that fince they had joined the French twice together to no 
purpofe, they would never truft them for the future, in fpite of all the remonftrances 
they could make.” Some are of opinion, that M..de Denonville ought to have gone 
farther ; and others affirm, that it was impoffible for him to do more than he did 3 
for my part, I fhall not venture upon any decifion of the matter ; thofe who fit at the 
helm, are moft liable to be perplexed. To purfue the bare matter of fad; we 
marched next day to the great village, and carried our wounded men upon litters, 
but we found nothing there but athes; for the Iroquefe had burnt the village them- 
felves, by way of precaution. Then we fpent five or fix days in cutting down the 
Indian corn with our fwords. From thence we marched to the two little villages of the 
Thegaronhies and the Danoncaritaoui, which lay about two or three leagues off, 
Having done the like exploits there, we returned to the lake fide. In all thefe villages 
we found plenty of horfes, black cattle, fowl and hogs. All the country round. 
afforded us a very charming, pleafant, and even profpeét, The forefts through which 
we marched were replenifhed with oak, wallnut, and wild chefnut-trees, 

‘Two days after we embarked for Niagara, which lay thirty leagues off, and arrived 
there in four days. As foon as the troops had debarked, wetemployed them in making 
a fort of pales with four baftions, which was finifhed in three days. Here we mean 
to leave an hundred and twenty foldiers under the command of M. des Bergeres, with 
ammunition and provifions for eight months. The fort ftands on the fouth fide of the 
ftreight of Herrie Lake, upon a hill ; at the foot of which, that lake falls into the lake 
of Frontenac. Yefterday the favages, our allies, took leave of M. de Denonville, and 
made a fpeech after their ufual manner ; in which, among other things, they in- 
finuated, that they were pleafed to fee a fort fo conveniently placed, which might 
favour their retreat upon any expedition againft the Iroquefe ; that they depended upon 
his promife, of continuing the war till the five nations fhould be either deftroyed or 
difpoffefled of their country ; that they earneftly defired that part of the army thould 
take the field out of hand, and continue in it both winter and fummer, for that they 
would certainly do the fame on their part ; and in fine, that forafmuch as their allj- 
ance with France was chiefly grounded upon the promifes the French made of liftening 
tono propofals of peace, till the five nations fhould be quite extirpated, they there. 
fore hoped they would be as good as their word ; efpecially confidering that a ceffation 
of arms would fully the honour of the French, and infallibly difengage their allies, 
M. de Denonville gave them frefh affurances of his intention to carry on the war, in 
fpite of all the efforts of the Iroquefe ; and in a word, protefted that he would pro- 
fecute this defign fo vigoroufly, that in the end thefe barbarians fhould be either quite 
cut off, or obliged to fhift their feats. 

The general called for me that very day, and acquainted me, that in regard I under- 
flood the language of the favages, I was to go with a detachment to cover their coun- 
try, purfuant to their requeft. At the fame time he affured me, he would inform the 
court of the reafons that moved him to detain me in Canada, notwithitanding that he 
had orders to give me leave togo home. You may eafily guefs, Sir, that I was thun- 

-der-ftruck with this news, when I had fed myfelf all along with the hopes of return- 
ing to France, and promoting my intereft, which is now fo much thwarted, However, 
I was 
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Twas forced’to be éontcnted ; for the greater power bears’ the {way all the world overs 
Purfuantto my orders, [ made all fuitable preparations for my voyage, without lols of 
time.’ I took leave of my friends, who fingled out the belt foldiers for me ; and made 
me prefentsof cloaths, tobacco, books, and an infinity of other things that they could 
{pare without any inconveniency, becaufe they were then upon their return to the 
colony, which affords every thing that one can defire. By good luck, I brought my 
aftrolabe with me from Monreal, which will enable me to take the latitudes of this 
lake, and to make feveral other ufeful obfervations ; for, in all appearance, I fhall be 
be out two years or fuch a matter.” The men of my detachment are brifk proper fel- 
lows, and my canoes are both new and large. Iam to go along with M. Dulhut, 
a Lyons gentleman, who isa perfon of great merit, and has done his King and his coun- 
try very confiderable fervices. M. de Yonti: makes another of our company ; and a 
company of favages is to follow us. M. de Denonville will fer out for the colony by 
the north fide of the lake of Frontenac, in two or three days. He defigns to leave at 
Fort Frontenac a number of men and ammunition equal to what he leaves here. 
I herewith tranfmit fome letters for my relations, which I beg you would convey to 
their hands. If I meet with any opportunity, I’ll fend you a journal of my voyage 


the next year. Inthe mean time, 
Tam, Sir, yours, &ce 


LETTER XIV... , 


Dated at Miffilimakinac, May 26, 1688. 


The Author leaves Niagara, and has an Encounter with the Iroquefe at the end of thé 
Land-carriage. The After-part of his Voyage. A Défeription of the Country. He 
arrives at Fort St. Fofeph in the Mouth of the Lake of Hurons. A Detachment of 
the Hurons arrive at the fame Place. After an Engagement, they fet out for Miffili= 
makinac, A ftrange Adventure of M. de Ia Salle’s Brother. Mifilimakinac 


deferibed. 


Sir, : 

I AM ata lofs to determine whether it is owing to ftupidity, or greatnefs of mind, 
that the lofs of my eftate, which I infallibly forefee, doos not at all affect me. . Your 
letter is but too threwd a confirmation of my prophecy. However, I cannot but 
purfue your feafonable advice in writing to court ; in the mean time fuffer me to fatisfy 
my promife, in prefenting you with a relation of my voyages. 

T embarked at Niagara Auguft 3d, on board a canoe manned with eight foldiers of my 
detachment ; and after running three leagues again{t the current of the ftreight, came 
that fame day to the place where the navigation ftops. There I met with the Sieur 
Grifolon de la Tourette, brother to M. Dulhut, who had ventured to come from 
Miffilimakinac with a fingle canoe to jointhe army. The 4th we commenced our great 
land-carriage to the fouthward, being obliged to tran{port our canoes from a league and 
a half below the great Fall of Niagara, to half aleague above it. Before we got at any 
beaten or level path, we were forced to climb up three mountains, upon which an 
hundred Iroquefe might have knocked us all on the head with ftones. While we were 
employed in this tran{port fervice, we were alarmed twice or thrice; which cautioned 
us to keep a ftrict guard, and to tran{port our baggage with all poffible expedition. - 


Nay, after all our precautions, we were forced to leave one-half of our baggage about 
-_ ; eee 2 xo 
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half-way;-upot the-difcovery ofa thoufand: Iroquefe that marched towards uss“ Do 
you judge, Sir, if we had not fome reafon to be alarmed; and whether we would ftand 
to facrifice all to the natural principle of felf-prefervation ; though indeed we were in 
danger of lofing our lives as well as our baggage ; for we had not embarked above the 
Fall half a quarter of an hour,when the enemy appeared upon the ftreight fide. I af- 
fure you, I efcaped very narrowly ; for about a quarter of an hour before, I and three 
or four favages had gone five hundred paces out of our road, to look upon that fearful 
cataract ; and it was as much as I could do, to get at the canoes before they put off. 
‘To be taken by fuch cruel fellows was to me no trifling thing. H morir e niente, ma 
il vivere brugiando e troppo. To die is nothing ; but to live in the midft of fire * 
is too much.” ; 
As for the water-fall of Niagara; it is feven or eight hundred foot high, and half 
a league broad. ‘Towards the middle of it we defcry an ifland that leans towards the 
precipice, asif it were ready to fall. All the beafts that crofs the water within half a 
quarter of a league above this unfortunate ifland, are fucked in by force of the ftream ; 
and the beafts and fith that are thus killed by the prodigious fall, ferve for food to fifty 
Troquefe, who are fettled about two leagues off, and take them out of the water with 
their canoes. Between the furface of the water that fhelves off prodigioufly, and the 
foot of the precipice, three men may crofs abreaft without any other damage than , 
a fprinkling of fome few drops of water. : 7 
‘Lo return to the ftory of the thoufand Iroquefe ; I muft tell you, that we croffed 
the ftreight with all the vigour we were matters of, and after rowing all night 
arrived next morning at the mouth of the lake, which appeared to be indiiferently rapid. 
‘Then we were fecure from all danger, for the Iroquefe canoes are fo dull and large, 
that they cannot fail near fo quick as thofe made of birch-bark. The former are 
made of elm-bark, which is very heavy, and their form is very awkward, for they 
are fo long and broad that thirty men row in them, two abreaft, whether fitting or ftand- 
ing, and the fidesare fo low that they dare not venture themi upon the lakes, though 
the wind be very flack. We coafted along the north coaft of the Lake of Erie, being 
favoured by the calms, which are in a manner conftant in that feafon, efpecially in the 
fouthern countries. Upon the brink of this lake we frequently faw flocks of fifty or 
fixty turkies, which run incredibly faft upon the fands; and the favages of our 
company killed great numbers of them, which they gave to us in exchange for the 
fith that we caught. ‘The 25th we arrived at a long point of land which fhoots out 
14 or 15 leagues into the lake; and the heat being exceflive, we chofe to tranfport 
our boats and baggage two hundred paces over land, rather than coalt about for 
thirty-five leagues. September 6, we entered the ftreight of the Lake of Hurons, 
where we met with a flack current of half a league in breadth, that continued till we 
arrived in the Lake of St. Claire, which is twelve leagues in circumference. The 8th 
ef the fame month we fteered on to the other end, from whence we had but fix 
eagues to run againft the ftream, till we arrived in the mouth of the Lake of Hurons, 
where we landed on the 14th. You cannot imagine the pleafant profpect of this 
freight, and of the little lake; for their banks are covered with all forts of wild fruit- 
treés. It is true, the want of agriculture finks the agreeablenefs of the fruit ; but 
their plenty is very furprifing. We fpied no other animals upon the fhore, but herds 
of harts and roe-bucks : and when we came to little iflands, we fcoured them in order 
20 oblige thefe beafts to crofs over to the continent, upon which they offering to fwim 
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over, were knocked on the head by our canoe-men that were planted all round the 
iflands. After our arrival at the fort, of which I was ordered to take poffeffion, 
M. Dulhut and M. de Tonti had a mind to reft themfelves for fome days, as well as 
the favages that accompanied us. This fort, which was built by M. Dulkut, was 
garrifoned upoa his own charges by the coureurs de bois, who had taken care to 
fow init fome bufhels of Turkey wheat, which afforded a plentiful crop, that proved 
of great ufe to me. The garrifon furrendered their poft very cheerfully to my 
detachment; and then purfued their commerce with our favages, for every one had 
leave to go where he pleafed. This gave me an opportunity of fending two canoes 
under a guard of foldiers, to difpofe of a great roll of tobacco of two hundred weight, 
that M. Dulhut had kindly prefented me with ; for that honeft gentleman informed 
me, that my foldiers might eafily purchafe corn in exchange for tobacco, fooner than 
for any other commodities. Iam obliged to him as long as [ live; but I am much 
afraid the treafurer of the navy will make him no better compenfation for this piece of 
fervice, than for a thoufand other difburfements upon the King’s account. The 
foldiers I fent with the tobacco, returned in the latter end of November, and brought 
with them the Reverend Father Avenau the Jefuit, who found no occafion to trouble 
himfelf with preaching up _ab/tinence from meat in the time of Lent. They brought 
advice, that a party of the Hurons being prepared to march out of their villages, to attack 
the Iroquefe beaver-hunters, would. {peedily repair to the fort to reft themfelves. In 
the mean time I waited with impatience for the arrival of one Turcot, and four more 
of the coureurs de bois, who were to come to me in the beginning of December, 
along with fome other huntfmen that M. de Denonville had promifed to fend me ; 
but hearing nothing of them, and our commons being at that time very fhort, I 
fhould have been very much pinched if four young Canadefe who were expert huntf= 
men, had not tarried with me all winter. The above mentioned party of the Hurons 
arrived December 2d, being headed by one Saentfouan, who left me his canoe and his 
baggage, to keep till he returned ; for he could not poflibly continue his navigation 
longer, upon the account that the furface of the water began then to be covered with 
ice. Thefe favages chofe to march over land to the fort of Niagara, where they 
expeCted to receive intelligence before they entered the country of the Iroquele. 
‘They marched ten days, i.e. fifty leagues ,without feeing one foul. But at lait’ 
their fcouts perceived the footfteps of fome huntfmen, which they traced at a great - 
pace for a whole night, the fnow being then a foot deep. Towards the break of da 
they returned, and gave notice to their fellow-adventurers, that they had difcovered 
fix huts, with ten men lodged in each of them. Upon this intelligence the whole 
party made a halt, in order to paint their faces, to prepare their arms, and to concert 
proper meafures. ‘The attack was fo formed that two men made foftly up to the 
two doors of the huts with their clubs in their hands, to knock down any one that 
offered to come out, while the reft were employed in firing their pieces. And the 
action was crowned with wonderful fuccefs ; for the Iroquefe being {urprifed and fhut 
up in their bark prifons, there were but two out of fixty-four that made their efcape ; 
and thefe two being naked and deftitute of firearms, could not but perith in the 
woods. Three of the Hurons indeed were killed upon the fpot, but to atone for that 
lofs, the aggreffors carried off fourteen prifoners, and four women. This done, they 
marched back to my fort with all poffible expedition. Among the captive flaves, there 
were three who had made part of the number of the one thoufand Iroquefe that thought 
‘to have furprifed us the year before, when we were employed in the great land-car- 
riage at Niagara. They gave us to underftand, that the fort of Niagara was blocked 
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up by eight hundred Iroquefe, who meant to appear before my poft without any 
delay. ‘his troublefome piece of news galled me to the laft degree, for fear of being 
reduced to extremities ; and with that view I was a very nice hufband of what corn I 
had left. I was not apprehenfive of being attacked by them, for the favages never 
fight fairly, neither do they ever attempt to pull up pallifadoes ; but I was afraid that 
they would flarve us out by cramping our huntfmen in their due range. However, 
the Hurons continuing fifteen days in my fort to refrefh themfelves, I ufed the precaution 
of engaging them to afiitt my huatfmen in providing meat: but as foon as they 
took leave of me in order to return home, our hunting was at an end, and the gates 
were kept fhut. : 

At lait, finding that my provifions were almoft out, I refolved to go to Miffilimakinac, 
to buy up corn from the Hurons and the Outaouans. Accordinely, having left fome 
foldicrs to guard the fort in my abfence, I embarked with the refit of my detachment 
onthe firft of April, with a gentle fouth-eait gale ; by the help of which we infenfibly 
croffed the bay of Saguinan., ‘That little gulph is fix hours over, and in the middle of 
of it there are two little iflands, which afford a very feafonable fhelter when a wind 
arifes in the croffing over. Before you have crofled this bay, the coatt is all along full 
of rocks and fhelves, one of which that I faw was fix leagues broad: but above it the 
coatt is clean and low, efpecially towards the fand-river, which lies half-way between 
that bay and a place called ? Anfe du Tonnere. Now this laft place is reckoned 
thirty leagues off the bay. Tfaving paffed that, we had but thirty leagues more to fail ; 
which we did without any danger, but the help of an caft-fouth-eaft gale, that fwelled 
the waves prodigioufly. In the mouth of the Mlincfe Jake we met the party of the 
Eurons that I mentioned before ; and four or five hundred Outaouas, who were bound 
home, after having {pent the winter in hunting of beavers upon the river of Saguinan. 
Both they and we were forced to lie by in that place for three or four days, by reafon 
of the ice: after which the lake was cleared, and we croffed it together. When the 
Hurons canie afhore, they confulted among themfelves how to difpofe of their flaves : 
afterswhich they made a prefent of one of them to M. de Juchercau, who commanded 
in that place ; but the poor wretch was prefently fhot to death. Another of them was 
prefcnted to the Outaouas, who granted him his life, for fuch reafons as you would 
eafily apprehend, if you were better acquainted with the policy and cunning of that 
fort of men, whom you now take for beafts. 

T arrived in this place on the 18th of April, and my uneafincfs and trouble took 
date from the day of my arrival ; for I found the Indian corn fo fearce by reafon of 
the preceding bad harvefts, that I defpaired of finding half fo much as I wanted ; but 
after all, am hopeful, that two villages will furnifh me with almoft as much as I have 
occafion for. — M. Cavelier arrived here May 6, being accompanied with his nephew, 
Father Anaftafe the recollect, a pilot, one of the favages, and fome few Frenchmen, 
which made a fort of a party-coloured retinue. Thefe Frenchmen were fome of thofe 
that M. de la Salle had conducted upon the difcovery of Mififipi, ‘They gave out, 
that they are fent to Canada, in order to go to France, with fome difpatches from 
MM. de la Salle to the King: but we fufpeét that he is dead, becaufe he does not 
return along with them, 1 fhall not {pend time in taking netice of their great journcy 
over-land ; which, by the account they give, cannot be lefs than eight hundred 
leagues. 

_~ Mifilimakinac, the place I am now in, is certainly a place of great importance. It 
Kes in the latitude of forty-five degrees, and thirty minutes: but as for its longitude, I 
have nothing to fay of it, for reafons mentioned m my fecond letter. It is not above 
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half a league diftant from the Illinefe lake, an account of which, and indeed of all the 
other lakes, you may expect elfewhere. Here the Hurons and Outaouas have each 
of them a village; the one being fevered from the other by a fingle pallifadoe : but 
the Outaouas are beginning to build a fort upon a hill, that ftands but one thoufand 
or twelve hundred paces off. This precaution they were prompted to by the murder 
ofa certain Huron, called Sandaouires, who was affaffinated in the Saguinan river by 
four young Outaouas. In this place the Jefuits have a little houfe, or college adjoin- 
ing to a fort of a church, and inclofed with pales that feparate it from the village of 
the Hurons. Thefe good fathers lavifh away all their divinity and patience to no 
purpofe, in converting fuch ignorant infidels ; for all the length they can bring them 
to, is, that oftentimes they will defire baptifm for their dying children, and fome few 
fuperannuated perfons confent to receive the facrament of baptifm, when they find 
themfelves at the point of death. The courcurs de bois have but a very fmall fettle- 
ment here; though at the fame time it is not inconfiderable, as being the ftaple of all 
the goods that they truck with the fouth and the weft favages ; for they cannot avoid 
pafling this way, when they go to the feats of the Ilinefe, and the Oumamis, or to the 
Bay des Puants, and to the river of Miffifipi. The kins which they import from thefe 
different places, muft lic here fome time before they are tranfported to the colony. 
Miffilimakinac is fituated very advantageoufly ; for the Iroquefe dare not venture with 
their forry canoes, to crofs the flreight of the Illinefe lake, which is two leagues over ; 
befides that the lake of the Huronsis too rough for fuch flender boats: and as they 
cannot come to it by water, fo they cannot approach to it by land, by reafon of the 
marfhes, fens, and little rivers, which it would be very difficult to crofs ; not to men- 
tion that the ftreight of the Illinefe lake lies ftill in their way. 

You can fcarce believe, Sir, what vaft thoals of white fifh are caught about the 
middle of the channel, between the continent and the ifle of Miffilimakinac. The 
Outaouas and the Hurons could never fubfift here without that fithery; for they are 
obliged to travel about twenty leagues in the woods, before they can kill any harts or 
elks, and it would be an infinite fatigue to carry their carcafes fo far over-land.» This 
fort of white fifh, in my opinion, is the only one in all thefe lakes that can be called 
good ; and indeed it goes beyond all other forts of river fifh. Above all, it has one 
fingular property, namely, that all forts of fauces fpoil it, fo that it is always eat either 
boiled or broiled, without any manner of feafoning. In the channel I now fpeak of, 
the currents are fo ftrong, that they fometimes fuck in the nets,. though they are two 
or three leagues off. In fome feafons, it fo falls out that the currents run three days 
eaftward, two days to the weft, one to the fouth, and four northward; fometimes 
more, and fometimes lefs. The caufe of this diverfity of currents could never be 
fathomed, for ina calm, they will run.in the fpace of one day, to all the points of.the 
compas, I. e. fometimes one way, fometimes another, without any limitation of time 5 
fo that the decifion of the matter muft be left to the difciples of Copernicus. Here the 
favages catch trouts as big as one’s thigh, with a fort of fithing hook made in the form 
of an awl, and made faft to a piece of braf#wire, which is joined to the line that reaches 
to the bottom of the lake. ‘This fort of fifhery is carried on not only with hooks, but 
with nets, and that in winter, as well as‘in fummer : for they make holes in the ice at 
acertain diftance one from another, through which they condué the nets with poles, 
The Outaouas and the Hurons have very pleafant fields, on which they fow Indian 
corn, peafe, and beans, befides a fort of citruls, and melons, which differs much 
from ours, and of which I fhall take occafion to fpeak to another place. Sometimes 
thefe favages fell their corn very dear, efpecially when the beaver-hunters happens not 
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to take well. Upon which occafion they make fufficient reprifals upon us for the ex- 
travagant price of our commodities. : 

As foon as I have brought up fixty facks of corn, each of which may weigh fifty 
pound, I am to march with my detachment alone to St. Mary’s Fort, in order to engage 
the Sauteurs or the inhabitants of Saut Saint Marie, to join the Outaouas; after which 
we mean to march with joint forces to the country of the Troquefe. Befides thefe, 
there is a party of a hundred Hurons ready to march, under the command of the great. 
leader Adario, whom the French call the Rat; but they do not march ourway. I 
thall write to you with the firft opportunity after my return from this expedition. ‘ Per- 
haps the Jefuits will fend your letters for me along with M. Denonville’s to Fort 
St. Jofeph, where I am to refide, I fhall expe@ their arrival with the utmoft impa- 
tience. In the mean time I fend you a letter directed to M. de Seignelay, the purport 
of which I have here fubjoined. It will be a very fenfible obligation laid upon me, if 
you vouchfafe to believe that I always am, 

Sir, yours, &c, 


The Letter direéled to M. De Seignelay. 


Honourep Sir, : 

1AM the fon of a gentleman that fpent three hundred thoufand crowns in deepen- 
ing the water of the two Gaves of Bearn: he had the good luck to compa{s his end by 
conveying a great many brooks to thefe two rivers; and the current of the Adour was by 
that means fo far ftrengthened as to render the bar of Bayonne _paffable by a fifty-gun 
thip, whereas in former times a frigate of ten guns durft not venture over it. It was in 
confideration of this great and fuccefsful attempt that His Majefty granted to my father 
and his heirs for ever, certain duties and taxes, amounting to the fum of three thoufand 
livres a year. This grant was confirmed by an aét of the council of flate, dated 
Januayy 9, 1658, figned Bofluet, collated, &c. Another advantage accruing to the 
King and the province from my father’s fervices, confifts in the bringing down of malts 
and yards fronr the Pyrenean mountains, which could never have been effected if he 
had notby hiscare, and by the difburfing of immenfe fums, enlarged the quantity of water 
in the Gave of Oleron to a double proportion. ‘Thefe duties and taxes, which had been 
juftly entailed upon him and his heirs, ceafed to be ours when he died; and to inflame 
the difgrace, I loft his piace, viz. that of being an honorary judge of the parliament of 
Pau, and chief juftice in eyre for the province of Bearn; all which were mine by inhe- 
ritance. Thefe lofles are now followed by an unjuit feizure that fome pretended credi- 
tors have made of the barony of La Hontan, of a piece of ground that lies contiguous 
to it, and of a hundred thouland livres that lay in the hands of the chamber of Bayonne. 
‘hele faithlels creditors have no other reafon to fue me, but that lam aow in the fag 
end of the world, and that they are rich, and fupported by the credit and protection of 
the parliament of Paris, where they hope to*make good their unjuft prétenfions in my 
abience. Laft year I obtained leave to return to France, in order to take care of this 
matter; but now M. de Denonville has feut-me with a detachment io thefe lakess 
from whence I humbly petition that your honour would vouchfafe me leave to come 
home the next year, and at the {fame time honour me with your protection. 


aS Tam, with ail poffible refpect, Your Honour’s, &c. 
LETTER 
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LETTER Xv. 
Dated at Miffilimakinac, Sep. 18, 1688. 


Deferibing the Fall called Saut S8t.Marie, where. te Author perfuades the Inhabitants to 
join the Outaouas, and march againft the Iroquefe. Andecontaining an Account of the 
Occurrences of the Voyage between that Plaee and Miffilimakinac. 


Sir, 

I AM now returned fromthe Iroquefe country, and have quitted the Fortof St. Jofeph 
againft my will. I cannot allow myfelf to doubt, but that you took care of the letter 
directed for M. de Scignelay, which I tranfmitted to you three months ago. 

I fet out from hence in my canoe, June 2; and after my arrival at the water-fall 
called Saut Sainte Marie, I perfuaded forty young warlike fellows to join the party of 
the Outaouas that I mentioned in my laft. ‘This Saut Sainte Marie isa catara¢t, or 
rather a water-fall of two leagues in length, which gives vent to the waters of the upper 
lake, and at the bottom of which, not far from the Jefuit’s houfe, there is a village of 
the Outchipoues, alias Sauteurs. ‘This place is a great thoroughfare for the coureurs 
de bois that trade with the northern people, who ufually repair to the brinks of that 
lake in the fummer. ‘The continual fog that rifes from the upper lake, and {preads 
over the adjacent country, renders the ground fo barren that it bears no corn. The 
rgth of the fame month I fet out from the above-mentioned village, being accompanied. 
by the forty young Sauteurs, who embarked in five canoes, each of which held eight 
men. The 16th we arrived at the ifle of Detour, where my foldiers and the party of 
the Outaouas had tarried for me two days, The firft day was fpent by the Outaouas 
and the Sauteurs in warlike feafts, dancing, and finging, purfuant to their wonted: 
cuftom: the next day ~we all embarked, and traverfing from ifle to ifle, made the 
ifland of Manitoualin in four days. This ifland is twenty-five leagues long, and feven 
or eight broad. In former times it was poffefled by the Outaouas of Talon, called the 
Otontagans ; who were diflodged by the progrefs of the Iroquefe, that has ruinéd fo. 
many nations. We coafted upon thatiflea whole day; and being favoured by a calm,. 
crofled from ifle to ifle till we made the eaft fide of the lake. In this paffage we croffed 
between two iflands that were fix leagues diftant the one from the other; and upon 
that occafion our watermen, who were not ufed to venture fo far out in their flender 
boats, were fain to tug hard at their oars. The favages ftood out at firft, and refufed 
to venture fo far from land, for they would rather have gone fifty leagues about ; but at 
laft I over perfuaded them, by reprefenting that I would have been very loth to venture 
my own perfon, if I had not been fufficiently provided againft all danger by an exaét 
knowledge of the winds and the ftorms. ‘The calm continuing, we made the river of 
‘Theonontate on the 25th. he next day there fprung up a gale from the weft-fouth- 
weft, which kept us back for four or five days ; but our ftop was of no great advantage 
to us, for it rained fo heavily, that we could ngt hunt. This country is the ancient feat 
of the Hurons, as it appears from the name they give to their nations in their own 
language, viz. ‘Theonontateronons, i. e. the inhabitants of Theonontate.. But after the 
Troquefe had upon divers occafions, taken and defeated great numbers of them, the reft 
quitted the country to avoid the like fate. We re-embarked on the 29th, and on the 1ft 
of gcly arrived at Fort St. Jofeph, where the oldiers I had left waited for us with great 
impatience. Having landed fome facks of corn at the fort, we fet out again on the 3d 
of July, and purfued our courfe with all diligence, in order to an early appearance in 
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the Iroquefe country. ‘We failed through the ftrait or neck, and ftood to the fouth 
fide of the lake Erie; and being favoured by the weather, arrived on the wth in the 
river Conde, which I fhall have occafion to take notice of in deferibing the lakes of 
Canada. Immediately, upon our landing, the favages fell to work in cutting down 
trees, and making a redoubt of ftakes, or pales, for the fecurity of our canoes and bag- 
gaze, and for a fafe retrea# to ourfelvesin cafe of neceffity. 

‘The 20th they marched, each man being provided with a light covering, 2 bow, and 
jome arrows, (or elfea fufec) and a little bag containing ten pound weight of the flour 
of the Indian corn. hey thought it moft convenient to keep to the banks of the 
river, upon which the Goyogoans are wont to fifh for fturgeon; for that fith, which is 
fix fect in length, comes out of the Jakes in hot weather, and fwims up the rivers. 
They had refolved likewife, ifthey found the country clear to march up and farprize 
the villages of the Goyogoans: but they were foon eafed of that trouble, for they had 
not marched two days when their fcouts defcried three hundred Iroquefe ; and on the 
ether hand, the Iroquefe fpied them to fuch purpofe, that the fcouts efcaped very 
narrowly, and had much ado to return to the body of the party, which immediately 
betook themfelves to flight. Iwas mightly furprized when I heard the centinel of our 
vedoubt cry out, dux armes, our men are beaten and purfued ; but I was yet more fur- 
prized when I faw the fugitives run at fall fpeed, when there was nobody behind them. 
‘When they. came up, they were all filent for half an hour, purfuant to their ufe and‘ 
wont; after which their leader recounted to me the particulars of the adventure. [ 
thought at firft that their advanced guards had miftook the number of the enemies ; 
tor I knew that the Outaouas had not the reputation of too much courage; but the 
next day a party of the Iroquefe appeared in fight of our redoubt, which gave the 
occafion to believe that they were in the right of it. Nay, this truth was afterwards 
confirmed by a certain flave called Chaouanon, who made his efcape to the redoubt, and 
afflured me, that the Iroquefe were not lefs than four hundred; to which he added, 
that they expe€ted to be joined by fixty more that had marched fome months before 
to the country of the Oumamis. He informed us farther, that while the Marquis de 
Denonville was concerting meafures for a peace with the five nations, an Englifhman, 
of the name of Aria, accompanied with fome others, endeavoured to diffuade them from 
peace, by orders from the governor of New York. In the mean time the favages 
having prefled me to affift at a council of war, they propofed to lie by fora fair wind, 
and then toembark. They reprefent, that they defigned to fail to the end of the lake, 
where they would infallibly light upon the fixty Iroquefe that I mentioned above; but 
withal, that’ they could not agree to fet out in a calm, becaufe that after their quitting 
the redoubt, and launching out, a contrary wind might force them afhore, where their 
throats might be cut if the enemy purfued them. -1 replied, that it was then fuch fine 
weather, that we had nothing to expe but calms; that if we tarried longer in this 
place, our enemies would thereby gain time to make canoes in order toa piyfuit : that 
fince the favourablenefs of the wind was fo uncertain, we ought to embark without lofs 
of time; that we might fail in the night and fculk in the day time behind rocks and 
points of land; and, that by this means the enemy would be at a lofs to know whether 
we ftood to the fouth or to the north fide of the lake. ‘The favages made .anfwer, that 
it was true their tarrying might be every way prejudicial ; but it was equally true, that 
amy expedient was dangerous: however, they confented to embark along with us, and 

-forthat end gummed their canoes. We embarked on the 24th at night, and the weather 
being fair, clear, and calm, made a great deal of way that night, and the fucceeding day. 
‘Phe next evening we came to an anchor, defigning to fleep for three or four hours, but 


* 5 not 


LAHONTAN’S TRAVELS IN CANADA: 303 


not to ftir out of the canoes. About midnight we weighed our littke wooden anchors, 
and one half of the men rowed while the other was at reft. hus did we continue to 
fteer with a great deal of precaution and care, rowing allnight, and lying by all day. 
July 28th, when we were lying almoft all afleep in a creek of a little ifland, the watch 
deferying fome canoes ‘that made towards us, waked fome favages that had gone afhore 
to fleep the more conveniently. The noife having alarmed us all, we prefently made 
ourfelves ready to get in head of thefe canoes; but at the fame time, though we were 
but half a league off, we could not diftinguith who they were, by reafon that the fun- 
beams falling perpendicularly, made the furface of the water look like a looking-plals. 
Indeed there being but two of them, we reckoned they were manned with lroquefe, 
and that each of them contained at leaft twenty.men ; upon which fufpicion, the leader 
of the Sauteurs offered to go afhore with his men, and polt himfelf at the entry of a 
wood, from whence he would foftly follow the canoes withuut being difcovered, until 
fuch time as we forced them afhore. At the fame time he propofed that the Outaouas 
arid my detachment fhould fuffer them to be within a mutket-(hot of the ifland before we 
difcovered ourfelves, or offered to give them chafe, upon the apprehenfion that if we 
followed them clofer, they would be fo far from getting on fhore, that they would 
fight as defporate, and chufe rather to be killed or drowned than to be taken. ‘This 
ropofal was liked, and every thing was managed accordingly. As foon as our un- 
Len enemy perceived us, they made the fhore with all imaginable precipitation ; and 
jult when they were going to knock their prifoners on the head, the Sauteurs fell upon 
them, but miffed of their aim in taking them all alive; for they fought to the laft gafp, 
like men that knew no medium betwixt conqueft and death. Una filus wittis nullant 


feerare falutem. This engagement happened while we lanced ; however, the Sauteurs 


came off with honour, for they loft only four men, and o- twenty Iroquefe they killed 
three, wounded five, and took the | prifoners, fo that not one of them efcaped. 
The Troquefe had along with them eighteen flaves of ‘he Oumamis, who were ail 
wounded, and feven big-bellied women, from whom we nad intelligence that the reit 
of their party were then upon their return by land upon the banks of the lake, having 
thirty-four prifoners, of both fexes ; and that they could not then be far off. When 
this intelligence was laid before us, the Outaouas were of the opinion that we fhould 
re(t fatisfied with the feats we had done, upon the plea that the above-mentioned four 
hundred Iroquefe would certainly get before us. .On the other hand, the Sauteurs: 
maintained that they had rather perifh than fail to attempt the refcue of thefe prifoners, 
and the defeat of the whole party ; and thatif nobody would fecond them, they would 
make the attempt by themfelves. ‘Ihe bravery of this refolution obliged me to en- 
courage and edge on the Outaouas. I remonftrated to them, that in regard the Sau- 
teurs engrofled the glory of the former a@tion, they had more reafon than we to 
decline the rifque of a fecond engagement, that if we refufed to back them, our 
cowardice would cover us with’ everlafting infamy ; and, that in order to render the 
attack more fecure, we ought to ufe a fpeedy precaution in finding out fome point or: 
elbow of land where our canoes, our baggage, and our prifoners might be lodged fafe. 
‘The Outaouas had a great deal of reluctancy to the matter ; however, after confulting 
among theinfelves, they complied with the propofal, more for fhame, than out of true 
courage. Having laid down that joint refolution, we made up a little fort of a ferice 
in feven or eight hours, and then fent oat {couts on all hands, while the main body was 


_ keptin readinefs to march upon the firft alarm. 


Augult 4, two of our fpies returned upon full fpeed, to acquaint us that the Troquefe® 
were not above three leagues off, and thatthey advanced towards us; and withal, that 
upon. 


304 LAHONTAN’S ‘FRAVELS IN CANADA. 


upon the road there was a little brook, upon which an ambufcade might be conveniently 
laid. This advice animated our favages fo much, that they run immediately to take 
poffeffion of that advantageous poft ; but they knew not how to make the right ufe of 
it The Outaouas were too hafty in firing ; and by thooting at too great a diftance, 
gave all the enemies an opportunity of making their efcape, abating for ten or twelve 
whofe heads were brought into the little fort wherel ftaid. The flaves indeed were 
all retaken, and fo refcued from the cruelty of thefe tigers ; which encouraged us to 
reft fatisfied. When the expedition was over, we ftowed thefe poor wretches in our 
canoes, and fteered with all expedition to the ftrait or neck of the lake of Huron, 
which we made on the 13th. We enjoyed a great deal of pleafure in ftemming the 
current of that ftreight ; the iflands of which, that I mentioned above, were covered 
with roe-bucks. This opportunity we did not flight ; nor did we grudge our {topping 
upon thefe iflands for eight-days ; during which time we were bufied in hunting, and 
refrefhed ourfelves with plenty of excellent fruit that was fully ripe.’ Here the wounded 
and retaken prifoners had an opportunity of refting, and of drinking the broth of 
Several forts of meat ; and we had time to broil as much meat as we could ftow in our 
canoes, not to mention the great: number of turkeys that we were obliged to cat upon 
the fpot, for fear that the heat of the feafon would fpoil them. . 

In that {pace of time the poor wounded favages were carefully purged. with fuch 
roots as the Americans are well verfed in ; which I mean to explain to you in its proper 
time and place ; and they wanted not good reftoratives of jelly-broth. The 24th we 
re-embarked, and arrived at night at Fort St. Jofeph, where I found a party of eighty 
Oumamis, commanded by one Michitonka, who being lately returned from Niagara, 
expected my arrival with the utmoft impatience. When I landed, I was furprized to 
fee the fort crammed with favages; but on the other hand, they were equally aftonifhed 
to find in our company their countrymen, to whofe hard fortune they had been alto- 
gether ftrangers, The joyful meeting filled the air with acclamations, and panegyrics 
rung all about to an extravagant degree. I with, Sir, you had been there to partake 
of the pleafure of fo fine a fhow; had you been prefent, you would have joined with 
me in owning that all our French rhetoric cannot reach fuch pithy and fignificant 
figures, efpecially upon the fcore of hyperboles, as made up the bulk of the harangues 
and fongs that thefe poor-people uttered with rapture and tranfport. Michitonka 
acquainted me, that after he went tothe fort of Niagara, with a defign to make fome 
expedition into the country of the Tfonontouans, he found that the feurvy had made 

~ fuch a terrible havoc in that fort, that it had {wept off the commander, and all the 
foldiers, bating twelve, who had the good luck to get over it, as well as M.de Ber- 
geres, who by the advantage of a hale conftitution, had ftemmed the raging violence of 
that ditemper. THe informed me farther, that M. Bergeres having refolved to fet out 
with his twelve men for the fort of Frontenac, had defired of him a reinforcement of 
fome young Oumamis, which was granted him ; that after M. Bergeres had em- 
barked, himfelf marched over-land to the country of the Onnontagues, where he re- 
joined the reinforcement he had granted to M. de Bergeres, and under{tood from 
them, that during the winter the fcurvy had carried off as many foldiers at Fort Fron- 
tenac as at Niagara; and, that M. de Denonville was negociating a peage with the 
Troquefe. 

The governor of fort Frontenac had requefted Michitonka to engage in no enter- 
prife, and to return home with his men ; upon which that leader being in full march 


tomeward, was attacked by three hundred Onnontagues, whom he durft not engage © 


athrewife than in a running fight, by which he loft four men. Being informed of ail 
thefe 
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thefe circumftances, I confulted with the three different nations that were then pofted 

«in my fort, After a mature refleGtion upon the intelligence that was laid before them, 
they came to this refolution ; that fince the Marquis de Denonville had a mind to clap 
up a peace, and’ the fort of Niagara was abdicated, the fort Ithen commanded would 
be of no ufe; that fince1 had neither provifions nor ammunition for above two months, 
I fhould be obliged at the end of thefe two months to retreat to the place from whence 
T now write ; that at that time of the year our navigation would be uneafy and dan- 
gerous ; that in regard I lay under an indifpenfible neceflity of making my retreat, ic 
was of no preat moment whether I marched off two months fooner or later ; and, in 
fine, that fince I had received no frefh orders, nor no fuccours, it was-my bufinefs to 
go off along with them. ‘This refolution, which was a fufficient argument to {way me, 
afforded matter of joy to the foldiers, who were afraid of being obliged to a more 
rigorous courfe of abftinence in that poft than they had formerly undergone; for 
the meafures of a critical abftinence do not fit well upon a foldier’s ftomach ; in finey 
purfuant to our joint refolution, we fet fire to the fort on the 27th, and embarked that 
fame day, and keeping clofe to the fouth fhore of the lake that I took notice of in my 
laft, arrived here on the 1oth of September. The Oumamis marched over-land to 
their own country, and carried with them the wounded, who were then in a condition 
to march. 

Upon my arrival in this place, I found here M. de la Durantay, whom M. Denon- 
ville has invefted with the commiflion of commander of the coureurs de bois that 
trade upon the lakes, and in the fouthern countries of Canada. The governor has 
fent me orders to return to the colony if the feafon and other circum({tances permit ; 
or to tarry here till the pring, if I forefee infurmountable difficulties in the paffage. | In 
the mean time he has fent me effects to anfwer the pay of my detachment, and to fub- 
fift them in the winter. Thefe orders would be extremely acceptable to me, if I could 
but contrive how to return to the colony ; but that feems to be abfolutely impoffible ; 
and both the French and the favages agree that it is fo. There are in that paffage' fo 
‘many water-falls, ¢ataraéts, and places where there is a neceflity of tedious land-car~ 
riages, that I dare not run fuch hazards with my foldiers, who cannot work the boats 
but upon ftagnant water. Upon that confideration I have thought it more proper to 
halt here till the next year ; at which time I defign to take the advantage of the com- 
pany of fome Frenchmen and favages, that promife tagtake into each of their canoes 
one of my men. Inthe meantime, I am upon the point of undertaking another voy- 

age, for I cannot mew myfelf up here all this winter. I defign to make the beft ufe 
of my time, and to travel through the fouthern countries thatI have fo often 
heard of, having engaged four or five good huntfmen of the Outaouas to go along with 
me. . 
The party of the Hurons that I mentioned in the beginning of my letter, returned 
hither two months ago, and brought with them an Iroquefe flave, whom their leader 
prefented to M. de Inchereau, the late colonel of the coureurs de. bois, and whom 
that colonel ordered to be immediately fhot. The crafty leader aed upon that oc- 
cafion a very cunning and talicious part, the fatal confequences of which I eafily 
forefee : he entrufted nobody with the fecret but myfelf ; for he is my true friend, 
and he knows that Iam his ; however, I muft go no farther upon this matter, left 
my letter fhould be intercepted. Though after all, if the blow were not already given, 
or if it were poffible toremedy it, my friendfhip fhould not hinder me from acquaint: _ 
‘ing M. de Denonville with the intrigue, that he might get clear of it as well as he 
VOL, XII. AR could, 
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could. . If it pleafes God to allow mea fafe return to France, I thall tell’ you the ftory 
by word of mouth. oa ‘ 
- I underftand by your laft, that the King has preferred his almoner, the abbot of 
St. Valiers, to the bifhoprick of Quebec ; and that this bithop was confecrated in 
St. Sulpice’s church. This picce of news would be very welcome to me, if I thought 
he would be lefs rigid than M. de Laval, his predeceflor, But what likelihood is there 
that the new bifhop will be of a'tractable temper ? If it is true that he has refufed other 
good bithopricks, he muft be as fcrupulous as the monk Dracontius, that St. Athana- 
fius cenfures for not accepting of a prefentation to a bifhoprick that was offered him ; 
in fine, if he is of that fcrupulous temper, his critical ftriginefs will fearce go down 
in this country ; for the people are already tired out with his predeceflor’s excom- 
munications. ; 


Iam, Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER XVI. 
Dated at Miffilimakinac, May 28. 1689. 


Containing an Account of the Author's Departure from and Return to Miffilimakinac. 
A Defcription of the Bay of Puants, and its Villages. An ample Defcription of the 
Beavers ; followed by the Jcurnal of a remarkable Voyage upon the Long River, and a 
Map of the adjacent Country. 


Sir, 


THANK God, I am now returned from my voyage upon the Long River, which 
falls into the river of Miflifipi. I would willingly have traced it up to its fource if 
feveral obftacles had not {tgod in my way. I fet out from hence the 24th of 
September accompanied with my own detachment, and the five huntfinen I mentioned 
in my laft ; who indeed did me a great deal of fervice. All the foldiers were provided 
with new canoes loaded with provifions and ammunition, and fuch commodities as are 
proper for the favages. The wind, which ftood then in the north, wafted me in three 
days to the bay of Pouteouatamis, that lay forty leagues off. The mouth of that bay 
is In a manner choaked with ifles, and the bay itfelf is ten leagues broad, and twenty- 
five leagues long. ; 

The zoth we came to a little deep fort of a river, which difembogues at a place 
where the water of the lake fwells three foot high in twelve hours, and decreafes as 
much in the fame compafs of time. Our tarrying there three or four days gave me an 
opportunity of making this remark: the villages of the Sakis, the Pouteouatamis, and 
fome Malominis, are feated on the fide of that river,-and the Jefuits have a Houle or 
college built upon it. This is a place of great trade for fkins and Indian corn, which 
thefe favagcs fell to the coureurs de bois, as they come and go, it being the neareft 
and moft convenient paflage to the river of Miflifipi. The {oil of this country is fo 
fertile that it produces (in a manner without agriculture) our European corn, peafe, 
beans, and feveral other fruits that are not known in France. As foon as I landed, 
the warriors of thefe three nations came by turns to my apartment, to regtle me with 
the calumet dance, and with the captain’s dance; the former being a fignification of 
peace and friendfhip, and the latter of refpe&t and efteem. I returned the compliment’ 

with a prefent of fume rolls of Brafil tobacco, which they value mightily, and fome. 
firings of Venice beads, with which they embroider their coats. Noxt morning ft wae 


LAHONTAN’S TRAWELS IN CANADA: soy 


invited to a feaft with one of the three nations; and after having fent to ‘them fome 
difhes and plates, purfuant to the cuftom of the country, I went accordingly about 
noon. ‘They began with congratulating my arrival, and after I had returned them 
thanks, fell a finging and dancing one after another, in a particular manner, of 
which you may expe& a circumftantial account when I have more leifure. The 
finging and dancing lafted for two hours, being feafoned with acclamations of joy and. 
jefts, which made up part of their ridiculous mufic. After that the flaves came to ferve, 
and all the company fat down afier the Eaitern fafhion, every one being provided with 
his mefs, juft as our monks are in the monaftery halls. 

Firft of all, four platters were fet down before me, in the firft of which there were 
two white fith only boiled in water; in the fecond, the tongue and breaft of a roebuck 
boiled; in the third, two wood-hens, the hind feet or trotters of a bear, and the 
tail of a beaver, all roafted ; and the fourth contained a large quantity of broth made 
of feveral forts of meat. For drink they gave me a very pleafant liquor, which was 
nothing but a fyrup of maple beat up with water; but of this more elfewhere. ‘The 
fea(t lalted two hours; after which I intreated one of the grandees to fing for me; for 
in all the ceremonies made ufe of among the favages, it is cuftomary to employ another 
toa& for them. I made this grandee a prefent of fome pieces of tobacco, in order to 
oblige him to ac my part till night. Next day, and the day after, I was obliged to go 
to the feafls of the other two nations, who obferved the fame formalities. The molt 
curious thing I faw in the villages was ten or twelve tame beavers, that went and 
came like dogs froin the rivers to the cottages, without ftraggling out of the road. 
I afked the favages if thefe animals could live out of the water ; and received this anfwer, 
that they could live afhore as well as dogs, and that they had kept fome of them above 
a year, without fuffering them to go near the rivers: from whence I conclude, that 
the cafuifts are out in not ranging ducks, geefe, and teals in the number of amphi. 
bious animals, as the naturalifis are wont to do. I had heard the fame ftory from 
feveral Americans before ; but being apprehenfive that there were different fpecies of 
beavers, I had a mind to be better informed: and indeed there is a particular kind of 
them, which the favages call the terreftrial, or land-beaver 3 but at the fame time they 
tell you, thefe are of a different fpecies from the amphibious fort ; for they make holes 
or dens in the earth, like rabbits or foxes, and neyer go near the water, unlefs it be to 
drink, They are likewife called by the favages, theglazy or idle kind, as being 
expelled by the other beavers from the kennels in which thefe animals are lodged, to 
the number of eighty. Thefe kennels I mean to defcribe afterwards; in the mean time 
T only take occafion to acquaint you, that the idle fort being unwilling to work, are 
expelled by the others, jult as wafps are by bees; and are fo teafed by them, that 
they are forced to quit the kennels, which the better and more induftrious race huddles 
up to themfelves in the fens. This fupine beaver refembles the other fort in its 
figure, excepting that the hair is rubbed off the back ‘and -the belly, which is 
occafioned by their rubbing againft the earth when they return to, or ftir out from 
their holes, tat 

The writers of natural hiftory are very much out, ‘in fancying that the beavers cut 
off their own tefticles, when purfued by the huntfmen; for that which the phyficians 
call caftoreum, is not lodged in the tefticles, but in a certain bag that nature feems 
to have formed on purpofe for thefe animals, and this bag they make ufe of to clear 
their teeth, after the biting of fome gummy fhrub. But {uppofing the tefticles to bé - 
“the proper receptacle of the caftor, we mult {till conceive that it is impoffible for a 
beaver to pull out his tefticles, without rending the nerves of the groin, in which they 
: RR2 are 
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are feated juft by the fharebone.: It is manifeft that Elian and feveral other naturalifts, 
were fcarce acquainted with heaver-hunting ; for had they known any thing of the 
matter, they would never have talked of the purfuing of thefe animals, which never 
go from the fide of the pond where the kennels are built ; and which dive under water 
upon the leaft noife, and return to their dens when the danger is over. If thefe 
creatures were but fenfible of the reafon for which war is declared againft them, they 
would flea themfelves alive ; for it is the fkin only that the huntfinen-want, the value ° 
of the caftor being nothing in comparifon with that. A great beaver is twenty-fix 
inches long, from the hind head to the root of the tail. It is about three foot and eight 
inches round, its head is feven inches long and fix broad ; its tail is fourteen inches long, 
and fix broad, and about the middle it has the thicknefs of an inch and two lines. The 
figure of the tail is oval; the fcale with which it is covered, and which performs the 
office of what the phyficians call the epidermis, or fcarf-fkin, is an irregular hexagon, 
‘The beaver carries upon its tail the clay, the earth and other materials of which they 
make their banks and kennels, or huts, by a wonderful inftin@. Its ears are fhort, 
round and hollow ;_ its legs are five inches long, its feef fix inches and eight lines, and 
its paws are three inches and a half from the heel to the end of the great toe. Its 
paws are formed much like a man’s hand, and they make ufe of them-in feeding as 
apes do. ‘The five toes are joined like thofe of a duck, with a membrane of a flate 
colour. It eyes are of the leffer fize, in proportion to the bulk of its body, and bear 
the figure of a rat’s eyes. Before its muzzle there are four fore-teeth or cutters, viz. 
two in each jaw, as ina rabbit, befides which it has fixteen grinders, that is, eight 
in the upper, and as many in the lower mandible. The cutters are above an inch 
long,. ana a quarter of an inch broad, being very ftrong and fharp like a cutlas; for 
a beaver affifted by its affociates, (if I may fo call its fellow-beavers) cuts down trees 
as big as a hogfhead; which I could never have believed, if I had not obferved 
with my own eyes, about twenty trunks of trees cut down in that fafhion. A beaver 
has two lays of hair ; one is long, and of a fhining black colour, with a grain as big 
as that of man’s hair ; the other is fine and fmooth, and in winter fifteen lines long : 
ina word, the laft is the fineft down in the world, The fkin of fuch a beaver as I 
have now defcribed, will be two pound weight, but the price varies according to the 
goodnefs. In winter and autumn the flefh of a beaver eats very well, if it be roafted. 
Thus, Sir, I have prefented you with an exact defcription of thefe réputed amphi- 
bious animals which make fuch ftru€tures, that all the art of man can fcarce equal. 
Upon another occafion perhaps I may give you a circumftantial account of their 
wonderful ftru@ture, which I decline at prefent, becaufe the digreflion would be too 
tedious. 
To return to my voyage. After our arrival in the bay of Ponteouatamis, we bid 
adieu to the navigation upon the lakes of Canada; and fetting out September 30, ar- 
rived Odtober 2, at the foot of the fall of Kakalin, after ftemming fome little currents in 
the river of Puants. The next day we accomplifhed the fmall land-carriage, and on 
the 5th arrived before the village of Kikapous, in the neighbourhood of which I en 
camped the next day, in order to receive intelligence. ‘That village ftands upon the 
brink of a little lake, in which the favages fifh great quantities of pikes and gudgeons, 
I found only thirty or forty men fit for war in the place, for the reft were gone a 
beaver-hunting fome days before. The 7th I reimbarked, and rowing hard, made in the 
evening the little lake of Malominis, where we killed bucks and buttards enough’ for 
“fupper. We went afhore that night, and built huts for ourfelves upon a point of land 
that fhoots out ; by break of day I went in a canoe to the village, and after an hour’s 
; conference 
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conference with fome of the favages, prefented them with two rolls of tobacco, and 
they, by way of acknowledgement, made mea prefent of two or three facks of oat. 
meal: for the fides of the lake are covered with a fort of oats, which grow in tufts, 
with a tall ftalk, and of which the favages reap plentiful crops. The gth I arrived at 
the foot of Outagamis fort, where I found but few people ; however, they gave me a 
very kind reception, for after dancing the calumet before the door of my hut, they 
made me a prefent of venifon and fifh. Next day they conveyed me up the river, to 
the place where their folks were hunting the beavers. ‘Che 11th we embarked, and 
landed the 13th upon the fhore of a little lake, where the head of that nation refided. 
After we had reared up our huts, that general gave me a vifit, and enquired which way 
L intended to move. I made anfwer, that I was fo far from defigning to march toward 
the Nadoueffious, his enemies, that I fhould nat come near them by one hundred 
leagues ; and to confirm the innocence of my intentions, I prayed him to fend fix 
warriors to accompany me to the Long River, which I defigned to trace up to its fource.. 
He replied, that he was extremely glad to find gat I carried neither arms nor cloaths 
fo the Nadoueflious ; that he faw I had not the equipage of a coureur de bois, but that 
on the contrary, { had fome difcovery in my view. At the fame time he cautioned me 
not to venture too far up that noble river, by reafon of the multitudes of people that 
I would find there, though they have no ftomach for war: he meant, that fome nume- 
rous party might furprize me in the night-time. In the mean time, inftead: of the fix 
warriors that I defired, he gave me ten, who underftood the lingua, and: knew the 
country of the Eokoros, with whom his nation had maintained a peace of twenty years 
ftanding. I ftaid two days with this general, during which time he regaled me nobly, 
and walked about with me to give me the fatisfaétion of obferving the difpofure of the 
cottages of the beaver-hunters ; a defcription of which you may expect in another: 
place; I prefented him with a fufee, twelve flint ftones, two pounds of powder, four 
pounds of bail, and a little axe, and I gave each of his two fons a great coat, and a roll 
of Brafil tobacco, ‘Two of the ten warriors that he gave me, could {peak the language 
of the Ouzaouas, which I was well pleafed with; not that I was a ftranger to their own 
language, for between that and the Algonkin there isa great difference, but in regard’ 
that there were feveral words that puzzled me. My four Outaouas were tranfported’ 
with this little reinforcement, and were then fo encouraged, that they told me above: 
four times, that we might venture fafely fo far as the plantation of the fun. Lem. 
barked with this fmall guard the 16th about noon, and arrived that night at the land- 
carriage of Ouifconfinc, which we finifhed in two days, that is, we left the river of 
Puants, and tranfported our canoes and baggage to the river Ouifconfine, which is not 
above three quarters of a league diftant, or thereabouts. I thall fay nothing of the 
xiver we left, but that it was muddy, full of fhelves, and inclofed with a fteep coatt,. 
marfhes, and frightful rocks, 

The 19th we embarked upon the river Ouifconfinc, and being favoured by z flack 
current, arrived in four days at the place where it empties:itfelf into the river Miffi- 
fipt ; which is about half a league broad in that part.. The- force of the current, and 
the breadth of that river is much the fame as-that of the Loire. It les north-eaft and 
fouth-weft, and its fides adorned with meadows, lofty trees and firs. I obferved but 
two iflands upon it, though there may be more, which the darknefs of the night hid 
from us as we came down. ‘The 23d we landed upon an ifland in the river Miffifipi, 
over againft the river I fpoke of but now, and were in hopes to find fome wild-goais 

- there, but had the ill-fortune to find none. ‘The day after we crofled to the other fide 
of the river, founding it every where, as we had done the day before, and-found. nine 
8 .- ; 
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feet water in the fhalloweft place. The 2d of November we made the mouth of the 
Long River, having firft femmed feveral rapid currents of that river, though it was 
then at the loweft ebb. In this little paffage we killed feveral wild beeves, which we 
broiled, and catched feveral large dabs. On the 3d we entered the mouth of the Long 
River, which looks like a lake fall of bull-ruthes ; we found in the middle of it a 
nariow channel, upon which we fteered till night, and then lay by to fleep in our canoes, 
In the morning I enquired of my ten Outagamis, if we had far to fail before we were 
clear of the ruthes, cad received this anfwer, that they had never been in the mouth of 
that river before, though at the fame time they affured me, that about twenty leagues 
high@r the banks of it were clad with wood and meadows. But after all, we did not 
fail fo far, for about ten o’clock next morning the river became pretty narrow; and the 
fhore was covered with lofty trees; and afier continuing our courle the reft of that 
day, we had-a profpeét of meadows now and then. ‘That fame night we landed at a 
point of land, with a defign to drefs our broiled meat, for at that time we had none 
frefh. The next day we ftopped at thg firlt ifland we faw, in which we found ncither 
man nor beaft ; and the evening drawing near, I was unwilling to venture far into it, 
fo we even contented ourfelves with the catching of fome forry fifh. he 6th a gentle 
gale fprung up, which wafted us to another ifland about twelve leagues higher, where 
we landed. Our paffage to this place was very’quick, notwithftanding the great calm 
that always prevails upon the river, which I take to be the leaft rapid river in the world, 
But the quicknefs of the paffage was not the only furprifal, for I was amazed that I faw 
no harts, nor bucks, nor turkies, having met with them all along in the other parts of 
my difcovery, "The 7th the fame wind drove us to a third ifland, that lay ten or-twelvé 
leagues off the former, which. we quitted in the morning. In this thirdsifland our 
favages killed thirty or forty pheafants, which I was not ill pleafed with. 

‘The 8th the wind proving unferviceable to us, by reafon that it was intercepted by 
hills covéred with firs, we plied our oars: and about two in the afternoon, defcried on 
the left hand large meadows, and fome huts at the diftance of a quarter of a league « 
from the river. Upon this difcovery, our favages and ten of the foldiers jumped upon 
the fhore, and directed their courfe to the houfes, where they found fifty or fixty. huntf 
men prepared to receive them, with their bows and arrows. As foon as the huntfmen 
heard the voice of the Outagamis, they threw down their arms, and prefented the com- 
pany with fome deer that they had juft killed, which they likewife helped to carry to my 
canoes. The benefactors were fome of the Eokoros, who had left their villages, and 
come thither to hunt. I prefented them, more out of policy, than acknowledgment, 
with tobacco, knives and needles, which they could not but admire. Upon this, they 
repaired with expedition to their villages, and gave their affociates to underitand, what 
a good fort of people they had met with; which had fo much influence, that the next 
day towards the evening, there appeared upon the river fide above two thoufand favages, 
who fell a dancing as foon as they deferied us; thereupon, our Outagamis went 

athore, and after a thort conference, fome of the principal favages embarked on board 
of our canoes, and fo we all fteered to the chief village, which we did not reach till 
midnight. I ordered our huts to be made up ona point of Jand near a little river, at the 
diftance ofa quarter ofa league from the village. ‘Though the favages pre§ed me exe 
tremely to lodge in one of their villages, yet none went with them but the Outagamis, 
and the four Outaouas, who at the fame time cautioned the favages not to approach to 
‘our camp in the night time. Next day I allowed my foldiers to refrefh and reft them. , 
‘felves ; and went myfelf to vifit the grandees of this nation, to whom I gave prefents of - 
knives, {ciffars, needles and tobacco. They gave me to underfland, that they were 
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infinitely well pleafed with our arrival in their country, for that they had heard the 
favages of other nations fpeak very honourably of the French. ,I took leave of them on 
the 12th, and fet out with a convoy of five or fix hundred favages, who marched upon 
the fhore, keeping pace with our canoes. We paffed by another village that lay to the 
right hand, and ftopped at a third village that was five leagues diftant from the firft, 
but did not difembark ; for all that I defigned, was to make a prefent to the leading 
men of the village, from whom I reccived more Indian corn, and broiled or dried meat, 
than loccafion for. In fine, I paffed from village to village without ftopping, unlefs it 
were to incamp all night, or to prefent the favages with {ome trinkets ; and fo fteered 
on to the laft village, with a defign to get fome intelligence. As foon as we arrived at 
the end of this village, the great governor, who indeed was a venerable old gentleman, 
fent out hunters to bring us good cheer. He informed me, that fixty leagues higher I 
fhould meet with the nation of the Effanapes, who waged war with him; that if it had 
not been for their being at war, he would have given mea convoy to their country ; 
that, however, he meant to give up to me fix flaves of that country, which I might carry 
home, and-make ufe of as [Jaw occafion; and that in failing up the river, I had nothing 
to fear, but the being furprized in the night-time. In fine, after He had inftruéted me 
in feveral very ufeful circumftances, I immediately made every thing ready for my 
departure. ‘The commanders of this people acquainted me that they had twelve villages 
peopled by twenty thoufand warriors; that their nuthber was much greater before the 
wa:, which they waged at one time «vith the Nadoneffis, the Panimoha, and the Effa- 
napes. The people are very civil, and fo far from a wild favage temper, that they have 
an air of humanity and fwectnefs. Their huts are long, and round at the top, not 
unlike thofe of our favages, but they are made of reeds and bulrufhes, interlaced and. 
cemented with a fort of fat earth. Both the men and women go naked all over ex 
cepting their privities. The women are not fo handfome as thofe who live upon the 
lakes of Canada. ‘There feems to be fomething of government and fubordination among 
this people; and they have their houfes fortified with the branches of trees, and 
fafcines {trengthened with fat earth. : 

The 2ift we embarked at the break of day, and landed that night in an ifland 
covered with ftones and gravels, having paffed by another at which I would not put in, 
becaufe I would not flight the opportunity of the wind, which then ftood very fair. 
Next day the wind ftanding equally fair, we fet out and continued our courfe all that 
day, and the following night; for the fix Effanapes informed us, that the river was 
clean, and free from rocks and beds of fand. The 2 3d we landed early in the morns 
ing on the right fide of the river, in order to careen oe of our boats that fprung a 
leak. While that was doing, we dreft fome venifon that had been prefented me by thé 
commander of the laft village of the Eokoros; and the adjacent country being-re« 
plenifhed with woods, the favages of our company went a fhooting in the forefts; but 
they faw nothing but fmall fowls, that they did not think fitto fhoot at. As foon as we 
re-ethbarked, the wind fell all of a fudden, and fo we were forced to ply the oars; but 
moft of the crew having flept but little the night before, they rowed but very faintly, 
which obliged meto put in at a great ifland two leagues higher; the fix Effanapes 
flaves having informed me, that this ifland afforded great plenty of hares, which I found 
to be true. ‘Ph: fe animals had a lucky inftinét in taking fhelter in this ifland, for there. 
the woods are fo thick, that gve were forced to fet fire to feveralplaces, before we could: 
diflodge them. : 

Having mace an end of our game, my foldiers fed heartily, and thereupon fell fo 
found aileep tat I could fcarce get them waked upon a falfe alarm, occafioned by a ~ 
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herd of wolves that made a_noife among the thickets upon the continent. We re- 
embarked next day at. ten o’clock} in the morning, and did not run above twelve 
leagues in two days, by reafon that the favages of our company would needs walk along 
the river fide with their guns, to fhoot geele and ducks; in which they had very good 
fuccefs, After that we encamped juft By the mouth of a little river on the right hand, 
and the Effanapes flaves gave me notice, that the firft of theif villages was not above 
fixteen or eighteen leagues off. Upon this information, I fent, by the advice of the 
favages of our company, two of the flaves to give notice of our arrival. The 26th we 
rowed brifkly, in hopes to reach the firft village that day; but being retarded by the 
huge quantities of floating wood that we met in feveral places, we were forced to con- 
tinue all night in our canoes. The 27th about ten or eleven o’clock we approached to 
the village, and after putting up the great calumet of peace upon the prow of our canocs, 
lay upon our oars, 

Upon our firft appearance, three or four hundred Effanapes came running to the 
fhore, and, after dancing juft over againft us, invited us afhore. As foon as we came 
near the fhore, they began to jump into our canoes 3 butI gave them to know by the. 
four Effanapes flaves, that I defired they fhould retire, which they did immediately. 
Then I landed, being accompanied with the favages of our company, namely, the 
Outagamis and the Outaouas, and with twenty foldiers. At the fame timeI gave 
orders to my ferjeants to land and pott centries. As we ftood upon the fhore, all the 
er proftrated themfelves three or four times before us, with their hands upon 
their foreheads; after which we were conveyed to the village with fuch acclamations of 
joy as perfe@ly ftunned us, Upon our arrival at the gate, our conductors tee tae us, 
till the governor, a man of fifty years of age, marched out with five or fix hundred 
men armed with bows and arrows. The Outagamis of my company perceiving this, 
charged them with infolence in receiving {trangers with their arms about them, and 
called out in the Eokoros language, that they ought to lay down their arms, But the 
Effanapes flaves that Ihad fentin the day before, came up to me, and gave me to under 
fland, that it was their cuftom to ftand ‘to their arms on fuch occafions, and that there 
was no danger in the cafe. However, the ob{tinate Outagamis obliged us to retire im- 
mediately to our canoes: upon which ‘the leading. officer, and the whole battalion, flung 
their bows and arrows afide all on afudden. Then I returned, and our whole company 
entered the village with their fufees in their hands, which the favages admired mightily. 
‘The Jeader of the favages conduéted us to a great hut, which looked as if nobody had 
lived in it before. When I and my twenty foldiers had entered the place, they ftopped 
the Outagamis, affirming, that they did not deferve the privilege of entering within the 
cottage of peace, fince they had endeavoured to create a difference, and occafion a war 
between us and the Effanapes. In the mean time I ordered my men to open the door, 
and to call out to the Outagamis, that they fhould offer no manner of injury: but the 
Outagamis inftead of coming in, preffed me to return with all expedition to the canoes, 
which accordingly I did without lofs of time, and carried with me the four Effanapes 
flaves, in order to leave them at the firft village we came to. We had no fooner 
embarked, than the two other flaves came to acquaint me that the governor would ftop 
me in his river; but the Outagamis made anfwer, that he could not do «that without 
throwing 4 mountain into it; in fine, we did not ftand to difpute the matter; and 
though it was then late, we rowed ftraight to the next village, which lay about three 
. leagues off. During the time of this paffage, I ufed the precaution of taking from my 
fix flaves an exaét information of the conftitution of their country, and particularly of 
the principal village. They having affurec me, that the capital canton was feated upon 
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fort of a lake, I took upa refolution of not {topping at the other villages, where I 
fhould only lofe time, and lavifh my tobacco, and fteering direétly to the metropolitan, 
in order to complain to their generaliffimo. . 

We arrived at the capital canton on the 3d of November, and there met witha 
very honourable reception. ‘The Outagamis of our company complained of the af- 
front they had received ; but the head general being already informed of the matter, 
made anfwer, that they ought to have carried off the governor or leading officer, 
and brought him along with them. In paffing from the firft village to this, we run 
fifty leagues, and were followed by a proceflion of people, that were much more 
fociable than the governor that offered us that affront. After our men had fitted up 
our huts at the diftance of a cannon-fhot from the village ; we went in a joint body 
with the Outagamis and the Outaouas, to the cacique of that nation ; and in the mean 
time the Effanapes flaves were brought before him by ten of my foldiers. I was 
adtually in the prefence of this petty King, when thefe flaves fpent half an hour in 
proftrating themfelves feveral times before him. I made him a prefent of tobacco, 
knives, needles, fciffars, two firelocks with flints, fome hooks, and a very pretty 
cutlas. He was better fatisfied with thefe trifling things, which he had never feen 
before, than I could have been with a plentiful fortune. He teftified his acknowledg- 
ment of the gift, by a counter-prefent that was more folid, though not much more 
valuable, as confifting of peafe, beans, harts, roe-bucks, geefe and ducks, of which 
he fent great plenty to our camp ; and indeed, we were extremely well fatisfied with 
fuch a feafonable prefent. He gave me to know, that, fince I defigned to vifit the 
Gnacfitares, he would give me a convoy of two or three hundred men: that the 
Gnacfitares were a very honeft fort of people; and that both they and his people were 
linked by a common intereft in guarding of the Mozeemlek, which were a turbulent 
and warlike nation. He added, that the nation laft mentioned were very numerous ; 
that they never took the field without twenty thoufand men at leaft : that to reprefs 
the incurfions and infults of that dangerous enemy, the Gnacfitares and his nation had 
maintained a confederacy for fix-and-twenty years ; and that his allies (the Gnacfitares) 
were forced to take up their habitation in iflands, where the enemy cannot reach them, 
I was glad to accept of his convoy, and returned him many thanks. I afked four 
pirogues of him, which he granted very frankly, allowing me to pick and chufe that 
number out of fifty. Having thus concerted my meafures, I was refolved to lofe no 
time ; and with that view ordered my carpenters to plane the pirogues ; by which 
they were thinner and lighter by one half. The poor innocent people of this country 
could not conceive how we worked with an axe ; every ftroke we gave they cried out, 
as if they had feen fome new prodigy ; nay, the firing of piftols could not divert them 
from that amazement, though they were equally ftrangers both to the piftol and the 
axe, As foon as my pirogues were got ready, I left my canoes with the governor or 
prince, and begged of him that they might remain untouched by any body ; in which 
point he was very faithful to me. 

I cannot but acquaint you in this place, that the higher I went up the river, I met 
with more difcretion from the favages. But in the mean time I muft not take leave of 
the laft village, without giving fome account of it. It is bigger than all the reft, and 
is the refidence of the great commander or generaliffimo, whofe apartment is built by 
itfelf towards the fide of the lake, and furrounded with fifty other apartments, in 
which all his relations are lodged. When he walks, his way is ftrewed with the leaves . 
‘of trees ; but commonly he is carried by fix flaves. His royal robes are of the fame 
magnificence with thofe of the commander of the Okoros : for he is naked all over, 
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excepting his lower parts, which are covered with a large fcarf made of the bark of 
trees. ‘The large extent of this village might juftly entitle it to the name of a city. 
The houfes are built almoft like ovens, but they are large and high ; and moft of 
them are of reeds cemented with fat earth. The day before I left this place, as! was 
walking about, I faw thirty or forty women running at full fpeed ; and being furprized 
with the fpectacle, {poke to the Outagamis to order my four flaves to fee what the 
matter was ; for thefe flaves were my only interpreters in this-unknown country. 
Accordingly they brought me word, that it was fome new married women, who were 
running to receive the foul of an old fellow thatlay dying. From thence I concluded, 
that the people were Pythagoreans : and upon that apprehenfion, afked them how they 
came to eat animals, into which their fouls might be transfufed ; but they made anfwer, 
that the tranfmigration of fouls is always confined to the refpective {pecies, fo that the 
foul of a man cannot enter into a fowl, as that of a fowl cannot be lodged in a qua- 
druped, and fo on. The Okoros, of both fexes, are fully as handfome and as clever, 
as this people. 

December the 4th, I took leave of this village, having ten foldiers on board of 
my pirogue, befides the ten Oumamis, the four Outaouas, and the four Effanapes 
flaves, that I have mentioned fo often. Here ended the credit and authority of the 
calumet of peace, for the Gnacfitares are not acquainted with that fymbol of concord. 
The firft day we had enough to do to run fix or feven leagues, by reafon of the bul- 
rufhes with which the lake is encumbered. ‘The two following days we failed twenty 
leagues. The 4th .day a welt-north-weft wind furprized us with fuch a boilterous 
violence, that we were forced to put afhore, and lay two days upon a fandy ground, 
where we were in danger of ftarving for hunger and cold; for the country was fo 
barren, that we could not finda chip of wood wherewith to warm ourfelves, or to 
refs our victuals ; and as far as our eye could reach, there was nothing to be feen 
but fens covered with reeds and clay, and naked fields. Having endured this hard- 
fhip we fet out again, and rowed to a little ifland, upon which-we encamped, but found 
nothing there but green fields ; however, to make fome amends, we fifhed up great 
numbers of little trouts, upon which we fed very heartily. At laft, after failing 
fix days more, we arrived at the point, or lands-end, of that ifland which you fee 
marked in my map with a flower-de-luce. It was then the 19th day of December, 
and we had not yet felt all the rigorous hardfhips of the cold. As foon as I had landed 
and fitted up my tents or huts, I detached my Effanapes flaves to the firft of the three 
villages that lay before us ; for I had avoided flopping at fome villages in an ifland upon 
which we coafted in the night-time. The flaves returned ina great alarm, occafioned 
by the unfavourable anfwer they received from the Gnacfitares, who took us tor Spa~ 
niards, and were angry with them for conducting us to their country. 1 fhall not be 
minute in every particular that happened, for fear of tiring your patience. It is fuf- 
ficient to acquaint you, that upon the report of my flaves, I immediately embarked, and 
pofted myfelf in another ifland that lay in the middle between the great ifland and the 
continent ; but I did not fuffer the Effanapes to be in my camp. In the mean time the 
Gnacfitares fent expeditious couriers to the people that live eighty leagues to the fouth- 
ward of them, to defire they would fend fome of their number to examine us; for that 
people were fuppofed to be well acquainted with the Spaniards of New Mexico. ‘The 
length of the journey did not difcourage them, for they came as cheerfully as if it had 
been upon a national concern ; and after taking a view of our clothes, our fwords, our _ 
fuzees, our air, complexion, and manner of {peech, were forced to own that we were 
not true Spaniards. Thefe confiderations, joined to the account I gave them of the 
reafons upon which I undertook the voyage, of the war we were engaged in againft 
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Spain, and of the country to the eattward that we poffeffed ; thefe, I fay, had fo much 
influence, as to undeceive them. Then they invited me to encamp in their ifland, and 
brought me a fort of grain not unlike our lentils, that grows plentifully in that country. 
I thanked them for their invitation, and told them, that I would not be obliged to dif. 
truft them, nor give them any occafion to diftruft me. However, [croffed with my 
favages and ten foldiers well armed ; ahd after breaking the ice in certain places (for 
it had frozen hard for ten or twelve days,) I landed within two leagues of one of their 
villages, to which I walked up by land. It is needlels to mention the particulars of 
the’ceremony with which I was received, it being the fame with what I defcribed upon 
other occafions ; “I thall only take occafion to acquaint you, that my prefents made a 
wonderful impreffion upon the minds of thefe people, whom I fhall call a rafcally rabble, 
though at the fame time they are the politeft nation I have yet feen in this country. 
Their governor bears the figure of a king more than any of the other commanders of 
the favages. He has an abfolute dominion over all the villages which are defcribed in 
my map. In this and the other iflands I faw large parks, or inclofures, ftocked with 
wild beeves for the ufe of the people. I had an interview for two hours together with 
the governor, or the cacique ; and almoft our whole conference related to the Spaniards 
of New Mexico, who, as he affured me, were not diftant from his country above 
eighty tazous, each of which is three leagues. I muft own indeed, I was as curious 
upon this head as he was ; and I wanted an account of the Spaniards from him, as 
much as he did from me; in fine, we reciprocally -informed one another of a great 
many particulars relating to that head. He requefted me to accept of a great houfe that 
was prepared for me ; and his firft piece of civility confifted in calling in a great many 
girls, and prefling me and my retinue to ferve ourfelves, Had this temptation been 
thrown in our way at a more feafonable time it had proved irrefiftible ; but it was not 
an agreeable mefs for paffengers that were enfeebled by labour and want. Sine Cerere 
et Baccho friget Venus. After he made us fuch a civil proffer, the favages, upon my 
inftance, reprefented to him, that my detachment expected me at a certain hour, and 
that if 1 ftaid longer, they would be in pain for me. This adventure happened on the 
7th_ of January. 

Two days after, the cacick came to fee me, and brought with him four hundred of 
his own fubjects, and four Mozeemlek favages, whom I took for Spaniards. My 
miftake was occafioned by the Great difference between thefe two American nations 3 
for, the Mozeemlek favages were clothed, they had a thick buthy beard, and their 
hair hung down under their ears ; their complexion was fwarthy, their addrefs was 
civil and fubmiffive, their mien grave, and their carriage engaging. Upon thefe cons 
fiderations I could not imagine that they were favages, though after all I found myfelt 

‘miftaken. Thefe four flaves gave me a defcription of their country, which the Gnacfi- 
tares reprefented by way of amap upon a deer’s fkin; as you fee it drawn in this map, 
Their villages ftand upon a river that {prings out of a ridge of mountains, from which 
the long river likewife derives its fource, there being a great many brooks there which 
by a joint confluence form the river. When the Gnacfitares have a mind to hunt wild 
beeves, they fet out in pirogues, which they make ufe of till they come to the crofs 
marked thus (+-) in the map, at the confluence of two little rivers, The hunting of 
the wild bulls, with which all the valleys are covered in {ummer, is fometimes the occa. 
fion of a cruel war: for the other crofs (+) which you fee in the ma, is one of the 
boundaries or limits of Mozeemlek ; and if either of thefe two nations advances but - 
‘a little beyond their limits, it gives rife to a bloody engagement. The mountains I 
fpoke of but now, are fix leagues broad, ahd fo high that one muft caft an infinity of 
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windings and turnings before he can crofs them. Bears and wild beafts are their only 
inhabitants. 

The Mozeemlek nation is numerous and puiffant. The four flaves of that country 
informed me ,that at the diftance of one hundred and fifty leagues from the place where 
I then was, their principal river empties itfelf into a falt lake of three hundred leagues 
in circumference, the mouth of which is about two leagues broad: that the lower part 
of that river is adorned with fix noble cities, furrounded with ftone cemented with 
fat earth: that the houfes of thefe cities have no roofs, but are open above like a 
platform, as you fee them drawn in the map: that befides the above mentioned citles, 
there were above an hundred towns, great and {mall, round that fort of fea, upon 
which they navigate with fuch boats as you fee drawn in the map: that the people of 
that country made ftuffs, copper, axes, and feveral other manufactures, which the 
Outagamis and my other interpreters could not give me to underftand, as being alto- 
gether unacquainted with fuch things: that their government was defpotic, and lodged 
im the hands of one great head, to whom the reft paid a trembling fubmiffion: that the 
people upon that lake call themfelves Tahuglauk, and are as numerous as the leaves of 
trees, (fuch is the expreffion that the favages uled for an hyperbole :) that the 
Mozeemlek people fupply the cities or towns of the Tahuglauk with great numbers 
of little calves which they take upon the above-mentioned mountains; and, that the 
‘Tahuglauk make ufe of thefe calves for feveral ends; for, they not only eat their fleth, 
but bring them up to labour, and make cloaths, boots, &c. of their fkins. T hey 
added, that it was their misfortune to be taken prifoners by the Gnacfitares in the war 
which had lafted for eighteen years; but, that they hoped a peace would be {peedily 
concluded, upon which the prifoners would be exchanged, purfuant to the ufual 
cuitom. They gloried in the poffeffion of a greater meafure of reafon than the 
Gnacfitares could pretend to, to whom they allow no more than the figure of aman; 
for they look upon them as beafts otherwife. ‘lo my mind, their notion upon. this 
head is not fo very extravagant; for I obferved fo much honour and politenefs in the 
converfation of thefe four flaves, that ] thought I had to do with Europeans : but, 
after all, I muft confefs that the Gnacfitares are the moft tra@table nation I met with 
among all the favages. One of the four Mozeemlek flaves had a reddith fort of a copper 
medal hanging upon his neck, [from the figure it appears to be Japanefe.] I had 
it melted by M. De Ponti’s gunfmith, who underftood fomething of metals; but it 
became thereupon heavier, and deeper coloured, and withal fomewhat tra@able. 1 
defired the flaves to give me a circumftantial account of thefe medals ; and accordingly 
they gave me to underftand, that they are made by the Tahuglauk, who are excellent 
artizans, and put a gyeat value upon fuch medals. I could pump nothing farther out 
of them, with relation to the country, commerce and cuftoms of that remote nation. 
All they could fay was, that the great river of that nation runs all along weltward, 
and that the falt lake into which it falls, is three hundred leagues in circumference, and 
thirty in breadth, its mouth ftretching a great way to the. fouthward. I would fain 
have fatisfied my curiofity in being an eye-witnefs of the manners and cuftoms of the 
Tahuglauk ; but that being impraéticable, 1 was forced to be inftruéted at fecond 
hand by thefe Mozeemlck flaves; who affured me, upon the faith of a favage, that 
the Tahuglauk wear their beards two fingers breadth long: that their garments reach 
down to Dee ee 3 that they cover their heads with a fharp pointed cap; that they 
always wear a long flick or cane in their hands, which is tipped, not unlike what we. 
“ufe in Europe; that they wear a fort of boots upon their legs which reach up to 

the knee; that their women never fhew themfelyes, which perhaps proceeds from the 
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fame principle that prevails in Italy and Spain; and, in fine, that this people are always 
at war with the puiffant nations that are feated in the neighbourhood of the lake ; but 
withal, that they never difquiet the ftrolling nations that fall in their way, by reafon 
of their weaknefs : an admirable leffon for fome princes in the world, who are fo much 
intent upon the making ufe of the ftrongeft hand. 

This was all 1 could gather upon that fubje€t. My curiofity prompted me to defire a 
more particular account ; but unluckily I wanted a good interpreter; and having to 
do with feveral perfons that did not well underftand themfelves, I could make nothing 
of their incoherent fuftian. I prefented the poor miferable flaves with fomething in 
proportion to the cuftom of that country, and endeavoured to perfuade them to go with 
me to Canada, by making them fuch offers as in their efteem would appear like 
mountains of gold; but the love they had for their country ftifled all perfuations 5 
fo true it is, that nature reduced to its juft limits cares but little for riches. 

In the mean time it began to thaw, and the wind chopped about to the fouth-weft ; 
upon which I gave notice to the great cacique of the Gnacfitares, that I had a mind 
to return to Canada. Upon that occafion I repeated my prefents; in compenfation 
of which, my pirogues were ftowed with beef as full as they could hold. This done, 
T embarked, and croffed over from the little ifland to the continent, where I fixed a great 
long pole, with the arms of France done upon a plate of lead. I fet out the 26th of 
January, and arrived fafe on the sth of February inthe country of the Effanapes. We 
had much more pleafure in failing down the river than we had in going up; for we 
had the agreeable diverfion of feeing feveral huntfmen fhooting the water-fowl, that 
are plentiful on that river. You mutt know, that the ftream of the long riveris all aton 
very flack and eafy, abating for about three leagues between the fourteenth and fifteent 
vill4ge ; for there indeed its current may be called rapid. The channel is fo ftraight, 
that it fcarce winds at all from the head to the lake. It is true it is not very pleafant ; 
for moft of its banks have a difmal profpect, and the water itfelf has an ugly tafte; but 
then its ufefulnefs atones for fuch inconveniencies ; for, it is navigable with the greateft 
eafe, and will bear barks of fifty ton, till you come to that place which is marked 
with a fleur-de-lis in the map, and where I put up the poft that my foldiers chriftened 
La Hontan’s Limit. March 2, I arrived in the Miffiffpi, which was then much deeper 
and more rapid than before, by reafon of the rains and land-floods. To fave the 
labour of rowing; we then left our boats to the current, and arrived on the roth in 
the ifland of Rencontres, which took its name from the defeat of four hundred Iroquefe 
accomplifhed there by three hundred Nadoueffis. The ftory of the encounter is briefly 
this: a party of four hundred Iroquefe having a. mind to furprife a certain people in 
the neighbourhood of the Otentas (of whom more anon) marched to the country of 
the Illinefe, where they built canoes, and were furnifhed with provifions. After that 
they embarked upon the river Miffifipi, and were difcovered by another little fleet 
that was failing down the other fide of the fame river. The Iroquefe croffed over 
immediately to that ifland, which is fince called Aux Rencontres, The Nadoueftis, 
i. e. the other little fleet, being fufpicious of fome ill defign, without knowing what 
people they were, (for they had no knowledge of the Iroquefe but by hear-fay) ; upon 
this fufpicion, I fay, they tugged hard to come up with them. The two armies pofted 
themfelves upon the point of the ifland, where the two croffes are put down in the map; 

‘and as foon as the Nadoueflis came in fight, the Iroquefe cried out in the Illinefe 

. , language, Who are ye? to which the Nadoueflis anfwered, Some body: and putting _ 
the like queftion to the lroquefe, received the fame anfwer. ‘Then the Iroquefe put 
this queftion to them, Where are you gouig ? To hunt beeves, replied the Nadoueflis. 
But, 
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But, ‘pray, fays the Nadoueffis, what is your bufinefs? To hunt men, replied the 
Troquefe. It is well, fays the Nadoueffis, we are men, and fo you need go no farther. 
Upon this challenge the two parties dilembarked, and the leader of the Nadoueflis 
cut his canoes to pieces; and after reprefenting to his warriors that they behoved 
either to conquer or die, marched up to the Iroquefe ; who’ received them at firft 
onfet with a cloud of arrows: but the Nadoueflis having ftood their firft difcharge, 
which killed them eighty men, fell in upon them with their clubs in their hands, 
before the others could charge again; and fo routed them entirely. This engage- 
ment lafted for two hours, and was fo hot, that two hundred and fixty Iroquefe fell 
upon the fpot, and the reft were all taken prifoners. Some of the Iroquefe indeed 
attempted to make their efcape after the action was over; but the vidtorious general 
fent ten or twelve of his men to purfue them in one of the canoes that he had taken ; 
and accordingly they were all overtaken and drowned. ‘The Nadoveflis having 
obtained this viétory, cut off the nofes and ears of two of the clevereft prifoners; and 
fupplying them with fufees, powder and ball, gave them the liberty of returning to 
their own country, in order to give their countrymen to underftand that they ought 
not to employ women to hunt after men any longer. 

The rath we arrived at the village of the Otentas, where we took ina plentiful pro. 
vifion of Turkey corn, of which thefe people have great ftore. They informed us, 
that their river was pretty rapid, and took its rife from the neighbouring mountains ; 
and that the upper part of it was adorned with fevéral villages inhabited by the people 
called Panimaha, Paneaffa, and Panetonka. But confidering that I was {traitened for. 
time, and that I faw no probability of learning what I wanted to know with reference 
to the Spaniards, I took leave of them the next day, which was the 13th, and in four 
days time, by the help of the current and our oars, made the river of the Miffouris, 
This done, we run up againft the ftream of that river, which was at leaft as rapid as 
the Miffifippi was at that time ; and arrived on the 18th at the firft village of the Mif- 
fouris, where I only {topped to make the people fome prefents that procured me a hun- 
dred turkeys, with which that people are wonderfully well ftocked, After that, we 
rowed hard againft the ftream, and landed next night near the fecond village. As 
foon as I arrived, I detached a ferjeant with ten foldiers to convoy the Outagamis to the 
village, while the reft of my crew were bufied in fitting up our huts and unloading our 
canoes. It happened unluckily that neither the foldiers nor the Outagamis could make 
the favages underftand them ; and the latter were juft ready to fall upon them, when 
an old fellow cried out, that the ftrangers were not without more company, for that 
he had difcovered our huts and canoes. Upon this, the foldiers and the Outagamis 
retired in a great confternation, and advifed me to keep a ftrong guard all night. 
About two o’clock in the morning two men approached to our little camp, and called, 
in Illinefe, that they wanted an interview ; upon which the Outagamis, being ex- 
tremely well fatisfied that there was fomebody among them who could underftand what 
they faid, replied in Illinefe, that they fhould be very welcome as foon as the fun ap- 
peared in the horizon. Neverthelefs, the Outagamis refented the former affront fo 
much, that they importuned meall night long to fet fire to the village, and put all the 
{coundrel inhabitants to the fword. I made anfwer to them, that it was our’bufinefs to 
be wifer than they, and to bend our thoughts, not upon a fruitlefs revenge, but 
upon the difcovery that we were then in quelt of. At the break of day the two ad- 
vénturers of the night came up to us, and after putting interrogatories to us for the 
Space of two hours, invited us to come up to their village. ‘The Outagamis replied, 
that the head or governor of their nation ought to have faluted us fooner ; and this 
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obliged them to go back to give him notice. After that we faw nobody for ‘three 
hours ; but at laft, when our impatience. was jut beginning to boil, we perceived the 
governor, who accofted us in a trembling pofture. He was accompanied with fome of 
his own men, who were loaded with broiled or dried meat, facks of Turkey or Indian 
corn, dried raifins, and fome fpeckled or party-coloured buck-fkins. In confideration 
of this prefent, I made them another of lefs confequence. Then I brought on a con- 
ference between the Outagamis of my company and the two night-meffengers, ‘in order 
to make fome difcovery of the nature of the country ; but they fill ftopped our 
mouths with this anfwer, that they knew nothing of the matter, but that the other 
nations that lived higher up, were able to inform us. Had [ been of the fame mind 
with the Outagamis, we had done noble exploits in this place ; but I confidered that 
it was my bufinefs to purchafe the knowledge of feveral things, which I could not obtain 
by burning the village. To be fhort, we re-embarked that fame day, about two o’clock 
in the afternoon, and rowed about four leagues up the river, where we made the river 
of the Ofages, and encamped by its mouth. ‘That night we had feveral falfe alarms 
from the wild beeves, upon which we made fufficient reprifals afterwards ; for the next 
day we killed many of them notwithftanding that it rained fo heavily that we could 
fcarce ftir out of our huts. Towards the evening, when the rain was over, and while 
we were tran{porting two or three of thefe beeves to our little camp, we efpied an army 
of the favages upon a full march towards us. Upon that, my men began to entrench 
themfelves, and to unload their pieces with worms, in order'to charge them afreth ;. 
but one of the pieces happening to go off, the whole body of the enemy difappeared,. 
fome ftraggling one way and fome another ; for thefe people were upon the fame foot 
with the nations that live upon the Long River, forafmuch as neither of them had ever 
feen or handled fire-arms, However, this adventure moved the Outagamis fo much, 
that to fatisfy them, I was obliged td re-embark that very night, and return the fame 
way that I came. ‘Towards midnight we came before a village, and kept a profound 
filence till day-break, at which time we rowed up to their fore; and upon our entering 
there, and difcharging our pieces in the air, the women, children, and fuperannuated 
‘men were put into fuch a coniternation, that they run from place to place calling out for 
mercy. You mutt know, all their warriors were abroad, and it was a body of them 
that offered to attack us the day before. The Outagamis perceiving the con{ternation 
of the women and children, called out, that they behoved to depart the village, and 
that the women fhould have time to take up their children, Upon that the whole crew 
turned out, and we fet fire to the village on all fides. ‘This done, we purfued our courfe 
down that rapid river, and entered the river Miffifipi on the 2sth, early in the 
morning ; the 26th, about three o’clock in the afternoon, we defcried three or four 
hundred favages employed in the hunting of beeves, which fwarmed in all the meads to 
the weftward. As foon as the hunters {pied us, they made a fign that we fhould make 
towards them. Being ignorant who, or how numerous they were, we made a halt at 
firft, but at laft we put in about a mufket-fhot above them, calling out to them that 
they fhould not approach to us in a body. Upon that, four of their number came up to 
us with a fmiling countenance, and gave us to know, in the Illinefe language, thae 
they were Akanias, We could not but credit their report, for they had knives and 
{ciflars hanging upon their necks, and little axes about them, which the Illinefe 
prefent them with when they meet ; in fine, being affured that they were of that na- 
tion, which M, de Ja Salle and feveral other Frenchmen were intimately acquainted- 
with, we landed at the fame place ; and they entertained us firft with dancing and > 
finging, and then with all forts of aa The next day they thewed usa crocodile oe 
F, they 
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they had knocked on the head two days before, by a ftratagem that you'll find defcribed 
in another place : after that they gave us the diverfion of a hunting-match ; for it 
is cuftomary with them, when they mean to divert themfelves, to catch the beeves by 
the different methods laid down in this cut. I 'put fome queftions to them relating to 
the Spaniards, but they could not refolve them. All that I learned from them was, 
that the Miffouris and the Ofages are numerous and mifchievous nations, equally void 
both of courage and honefty ; that their countries were watered with very great rivers; 
and, ina word, wére too good for them. 

After we had {pent two days with them, we purfued our voyage to the river 
Ouabach, taking care to watch the crocodiles very narrowly, of which they had told 
us incredible ftories. ‘The next day we entered the mouth of that river, and founded 

‘it, to try the truth of what the favages reported of its depth. In effeét, we found there 
three fathom anda half water ; but the favages of our company alledged, that it was 
more {welled than ufually. They all agreed, that it was navigable an hundred leagues 
up, and I withed heartily, that my time had allowed me to run up to its fource,; bit 
that being unfeafonable, I failed up againft the ftream, till we came to the river of the 
Illinefe, which we made on the gth of April with fome difficulty, for the wind’ was 
again{t us the firft two*days, and the currents were very rapid. 

AIlT can fay of the river Miffifippi, now that I am to take leave of it, is, that its 
narroweft part is half a Icague over, and the fhalloweft is a fathom anda half deep ; 
and that according to the information of the favages, its ftream is pretty gentle for 
‘feven ot eight months of the year. As for fhelves or banks of fand, I met with none 
init. It is full of ifles which look like groves, by reafon of the great plenty of trees, 
and in the verdant feafon of the year afford a very agreeable profpeét. Its banks are 
woods, meadows and hills. I cannot be pofitive, whether it winds much in other 

_ places; but as far as! could fee, its courfe is very different from that of our rivers in 

France ; for I muft tell you, by the way, that all the rivers of America run pretty 
ftraight. ‘ 

‘The river of the Illinefe is intitled to riches, by virtue of the benign climate, and of 
the great quantity of deer, roe-bucks, and turkies that feed upon its banks; not to 
mention feveral other beafts and fowls, a defcription of which would require an entire 
volume. If you.faw but my journal, you would be fick of the tedious particulars of 
our daily adventures both in hunting and fifhing divers f{pecies of animals, and in ren- 
counters with the favages. In fhort, the laft thing I fhall mention of this river, is, 
that the banks are replenifhed with an infinity of fruit-trees, which we-faw in a difmal 
condition, as being {tripped of their verdure ; and that among thefe fruit-trees there 
are many vines which bear moft beautiful clufters of very large grapes. I ate fome of 
thefe grapes dried in the fun, which had a moft delicious tafte. The beavers are as 
unfrequent in this, as in the long river, where I faw nothing but otters, of which the 
people make furs for the winter. ; 

I fet out from the Mllinefe river on the roth of April, and by the help of a wet-fouth- 
welt wind, arrived in fix days at the fort of Crevecoeur, where I met with M. de Tonti, 
who received me with all imaginable civility, and is juftly refpeétedand honoured by the 
Troquefe. | flayed three days in this fort, where there were thirty coureys de bois 
that traded with the Illinefe, The 2oth I arrived at the village of the Illinefe ; and to 
leflen the drudgery of a great land-carriage of twelve great leagues, engaged four 
hundred men to tranfport our baggage, which they did in the {pace of four days, being 

- encouraged by a bribe of a great roll of Brazil tobacco, an hundred pound weight of- 
powder, two hundred weight of ball, and fome arms, which I gave to the moft eit 

able 
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rable men of their number. The 24thI arrived at Chekakou, where my Outagamis 
took leave of me-in order to return to their own country, being very well fatisfied with a 
prefent I made them of fome fufees, and fome piftols. ‘The 25th I re-embarked, and by 
rowing hardin a calm, made the river of the Oumamis on the 28th, there I met four 
hundred warriors, upon the very fame place where M. de la Salle had formerly built a 
fort. Thefe warriors were then employed in burning three Iroquefe, who, as they faid; 
deferved the punithment; and invited us to fhare in the pleafure of the fhow : for the 
favages take it very ill if one refufes the diverfion of fuch real tragedies. The tragical 
fpectacle made_me fhrink, for the poor wretches were put to inconceivable torture; 
and upon that I refolved to re-embark with all expedition; alledging for an apology, 
that my men had great ftore of brandy with them, and would certainly make them. 
felves drunk, in folemnifing their victory, upon which they would be apt to commit 
diforders, that’I could not poffibly prevent. Accordingly I went immediately on board, 
and after coafting along -the lake, croffed the bay de l’Ours, and landed at Miflili-. 
makinac the 22d, 

I am informed by the Sieur de S. Pierre de Rapantigni, who travelled from Quebec 
hither upon the ice, that M. de Denonville has taken upa refolution of making a peace 
with the Iroquefe, in which he means to comprehend the other nations that are his 
allies ; and with that view had given notice to his allies, that they fhould not infeft the 
Troquefe. He acquaints me further, that M. de Denonville has fent orders to the 
governor of this place, to perfuade the Rat, (one of the commanders of the Hurons,) to 
go down to the colony, with a defign to have him hanged ; and that the favage general 
being aware of the defign, has made a public declaration, that he will go thither on 
purpofe to defy him. Accordingly, he defigns to fet out to-morrow with a great body . 
of Outaouas pind fome coureurs de bois, under the command of M. Dulhut. As for 
the foldiers*6f my detachment, I have difperfed them_in_feveral canoes among the 
favages and the coureurs de bois; but having fome bufinefs to adjuft in this place, I 
am obliged to tarry myfelf feven or eight days longer. 

This, Sir, is the true account of my little voyage. I have related nothing but the 
effential circumftances ; choofing ta overlook the reft, which are fo tnfling as to be 
unworthy of your curiofity. As fo? the Illinefe lake, it is three hundred leagues in 
circumference, as you may fee by the fcale of leagues upon the map. It is feated. in 
an admirable climate; its banks are cloathed with fine and tall trees, and have but few 
meads. The river of the Oumamis is not worth your regard. The bay de l’Ours qui 
dort, is of an indifferent large extent, and receives the river upon which the Outaouas 
are wont to hunt beavers every third year; in hort, it has neither fhelves, rocks, nor 
banks of fand. The land which bounds it on the fouth fide, is replenifhed with roe- 
bucks, deer, and turkeys. Farwell, good Sir, and affure yourfelf, that it will always 
bea fenfible pleafure to me, to amufe you with an account of the greateft curiofities I 
meet with. 

But now, Sir, I hope you will not take it ill, that the relation I here give you, is only 
an abridgment of my voyage; for, in earneft, to be minute upon every particular 
curiofity, would require more time and leifure than I can fpare. 1 have herefent you a 
view of the fubftantial part, and {hall after wards hope for an opportunity of recounting 
to you by word of mouth, an infinity of adventures, rencounters, and obfervations, 
which may call up the reflecting faculty of thinking men. My own thought is toa 
fuperficial to philofophize upon the origin, the belief, the manners and cuftoms of fo - 
many favages, or to make any advances with reference to the extent of this continent 
to the weftward, Ihaveconteny  myfelf with offering fome thoughts upon the caufes 
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of the bad fuccefs of the difcoveries, that feveral experienced men have 
attempted in America, both by fea and land:- and I flatter myfelf, that my 
thoughts upon that head are juft. The freth inftances of M. de la Salle, and Several 
other unlucky difcoverers, may afford a fufficient and feafonable caution to thofe, who 
for the future fhall undertake to difcover all the unknown countries of this new world. 
It is not every one that is qualified for fuch an enterprize, non licet omnibus adire 
Corinthum. Tt were an eafy matter to trace the utmoft limits of the country that lies to 
the weft of Canada, provided it be gone about ina proper method. In the firft place, 
inftead of canoes, 1 would have fuch adventurers to make ufe of certain floops of a 
peculiar ftruéture, which might draw but little water, and be portable, as being made of 
light wood, and. withal carry thirteen men, with thirty-five or forty hundred weight of 
ftowage, and be able to bear the thock of the waves in the great lakes. Courage, 
health, and vigilance, are not fufficient of themfelves to qualify a man for fuch adven- 
tures; he ought to be poffeffed of other talents, which are yarely met with in one and. 
the fame perfon, The condué of the three hundred men that accompanied me upon 
this difcovery, gave me a great deal of trouble. It requires a large ftock of induftry 
and patience to keep fuch a company up to their duty. Sedition, mutinies, quarrels, 
and an infinity of diforders frequently take place among thofe, who being in remote and 
folitary places, think they havea right of ufing force againft their fuperiors. One muft 
diffemble, and even fhut his eyes upon occafion, leaft the growing evil fhould be 
inflamed: the gentleft methods are the fureft for him that commands in chief ; and if 
any mutiny or felitious plot is in view, it is the bufinefs of the inferior officers to ftifle 
it, by perfuading the mutineers that the difcovery of fuch things to the commanding 
officer would create a great deal of uneafinefs. ‘So, the chief officer muft ftill make 
as if he were ignorant of what paffes, urilefs it be, that the flame "out in his 
prefence ; then indeed he lies under an indifpenfible obligation of inflicting fpeedy and 
private punithment, without his prudence direéts-him to put off the execution, upon an 
apprehenfion of fome pernicious confequences that may enfue thereupon. | In fuch 
voyages he muft overlook a thoufand things, which upon other occafions he has all 
reafon to punifh. He muft counterfeit a bee be ignorance of their intrigues with 
the fhe-favages, of their quarrels among themfelvé&, of their negligence in not mounting 
the guard, and not obferving the other points of duty; in a word, he muft pretend to 
know nothing of an infinity of fuch diforders, as have no dire&t tendency to a revolt. 
He ought to ufe the precaution of fingling out a {py in his little army, and reward him 
handfomely for a dexterous intelligence as to all that happens; to the end that he may 
remedy the growing diforders either directly or indirectly. This fpy may, by good 
management, and due fecrecy, find out the ringleader of a club or cabal; and when 
the commanding officer has received fuch fatisfattion upon the matter, that there is no 
room left to doubt of the criminal’s demerit, it will then be very convenient to make 
away with him, and that with fuch management, that nobody fhould know what became 
of him. 

Farther, he ought to give them tobacco and brandy now and thea, to afk their advice 
upon fome occafions, to fatigue them as little as poffible, to call them up to dance and 
make merry, and at the fame time to exhort them to live in a good underftanding with 
one another. The befttopiche can make ufe of for enforcing their duty, is religion, 
and the honour of their country, and this he ought to defcant upon himfelf ; for though 
‘have a great deal of faith in the power of the clergy, yet I know that fort of men 
doés more harm than good in voyages of this nature ; and for that reafon I would 
choofe to be without their company. The perfon who undertakes to go upon a dif- 

covery 
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tovery ‘ought .to be very nice and cautious in the choice of his men; for every one 
is not fit be his bufinefs. His men ought to be between thirty and forty years of age, 
of a dry conftitution, of a peaceable temper, of an active and bold fpirit, and inured to 
the fatigues of voyages. The whole retinue mutt. confift of three hundred men; and 
of that number there muft be fome fhip-carpenters, gunfmiths, and fawyers, with all 
their tools ; befides huntfmen and fithermen, with their tackling. You mutt likewife 
have furgeons among them ; but their cheft ought to contain nothing but razors, lan- 
cets, external medicines for wounds, orvietan and fenna. All the men of the detach- 
ment ought to be provided with buff-coats and boots to turn the arrows; for, as I 
intimated above, the favages of the unknown countries are ftrangers to fire-arms.. They 
muft be armed with a double-barrelled gun, a double-barrelled piftol, and a good long 
fword. The commanding officer muft take care to provide a fufficient quantity of the 
fkins of deer, elks, and beeves, in order to be fewed together, and hung round his camps 
upon certain ftakes fixed at convenient diftances from one another. 1 had as many as 
would go round a {quare of thirty feet every way, for each fkin being five feet deep, and 
slmolt fear feet broad, I made two pieces of eight fkins a-piece, which were raifed and 
extended in a minute. Befides thefe, he ought to carry with him fome pot-guns of 
eight foot in length, and fix in breadth ; with two hand-mills for grinding the Indian 
corn, nails of all fizes, pickaxes, fpades, hatchets, hooks, foap, and cotton to make 
candles of; above all, he muft not forget to take in good ftore of powder, brandy, 
Brafil tobacco, and fuch things as he muft prefent to the favages whofe country he 
difcovers ; add to this cargo, an aftrolabe, a femicircle, feveral fea-compaffes, ‘fome 
fimple and fome of variation, a loadftone, two large watches of three inches diameter 5 
pencils, colours, and paper for making journals and maps, for the defigning of iand- 
creatures, fowl, fith, trees, plants, grain, and, in a word, whatever feems worthy of 
his curiofity. I would likewife advife him to carry with him fome trumpeters and 
fiddlers, both for animating his retinue, and raifing the admiration of the favages. With 
this equipage, Sir, a man of fenfe, conduét, and aétion, Imean, a man that is vigilant, 
prudent, cautious, and above all, patient and moderate, and qualified for contriving 
expedients upon all occafions; a man, I fay, thus qualified, and thus fitted out, may 
boldly go toallthe countries that lie to the weft of Canada, without any apprehenfion 
of danger. As for my own part, I ferioufly declare, that if I were poffeffed of all 
thefe qualities, I thould efteem it my happinels to be employed upon fuch an enterprife, 
both for the glory of His Majefty, and my own fatisfa@tion : for the continued diverfity 
of objects did fo charm me in my voyages, that I had farce time to refleét upon the 
fatigue and trouble that I underwent. ‘I am, Sir, 


Yours, &c. 


LETTER XVII. 
Dated at Quebec, Sept. 28, 1689. 
The Author fets out from Miffilimakinac to the Colony, and deferibes the Country, Rivers, 
‘and Paffes, that he faw by the Way. The Iroquefe make a fatal Incurfion into the 

Tfand of Monreal ; Fort Frontenac is abandoned ; Count Frontenac is fent to Canada, 
and the Marquis of Denonville is recalled. ; 

Sir, ‘ 

* I WRIT to you from Miffilimakinac on the 28th of May. I left that place June 


the 8th, and fet out for Monreal, accompanied with twelve Outaouas, who were 
TT 2 divided 
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divided into two canoes, and rowed very hard. The 23d I overtook the coureurs 
de bois in the river Creufe; who had got the {tart of me for fome days. Mr. Dalhut 
ufed his utmoft efforts to diffuade me from going further with fo weak a retinue. He. 
would have had me to go down along with him, and remonitrated to me, that if my 
twelve conductors perceived either in the land-carriage or upon the rivers, any thing 
that might call up an apprehenfion of falling into the hands of the Iroquefe, they would 
defert me and the canoes, and fly to the woods to avoid the enemy. I rejected his 
advice, though I had like to have repented of my refolution not long after ; for ac- 
cording to his prediétion, my canoe-men threatened to run away to the forefts, at the 
fall called Long Saut: and, indeed, if they had done it, I had followed them, upon 
the reflection, that of two evils a man ought to choofe the leaft; but this ftorm blew 
over. In the great river of the Outaouas, not far from the river of Lievre, I met M. 
de St. Helene at the head of a party of the coureurs de bois, who was bound for Hud- 
fon’s Bay, in order to retake fome forts that the Englith had feized upon. He ac- 
quainted me with the Prince of Orange’s expedition for England; and gave me to 
underftand, that upon his arrival, King James retired to France, and that the Prince 
was proclaimed King ; which feemed to prefage a bloody and fharp war in Europe. 
L affure you, Sir, this piece of news furprized me extremely ; and notwithftanding that 
T had it from the mouth of a man whofe word I rely very much upon, yet I had all 
the difficulty in the world to make myfelf believe that a revolution of fuch importance 
could be accomplifhed in fo fhort a time, without the effufion of blood ; efpecially, 
confidering what a {tri alliance there was between our court and the court of England, 
and how much it was the intereft of both thefe monarchs to give mutual affiftance to 
one another. July the gth I arrived at Monreal, after venturing down feveral fearful 
cataracts in the river of the Outaouas, and enduring the hardthips of fifteen or twenty 
land-carriages, fome of which are above a league in length. 

The navigation is pretty fure from Miflilimakinac to the river des Francois; for in 
coatting along the Lake of Hurons, we meet with an infinity of iflands, which ferve for 
a fhelter. But in going up that river, there is fome difficulty ; for it has five cataracts 
which oblige us to turn out and carry all over-land for thirty, fifty, and a hundred 
paces. Having paffed that river, we entered the lake of the Nepicerinis, from whence 
we are forced to tranfport our canoes and baggage two leagues over-land, to another 
river which has fix or feven water-falls that we commonly fhoot. From that river we 
have another land-carriage to the river Creufe, which falls with rapid currents into 
the great river of the Outaouas, near a place called Mataouan. We continue our 
courfe upon this great river, till we come to the point of the ifland of Monreal, where: 
it is loft in the great river of St. Lawrence. Thefe two rivers join one another with 
very gentle ftreams, and quitting their fearful channels, form the little Lake of 
St. Louis. I thought to have loft my life at the fall, called the Fall of St. Louis, 
about three leagues from Monreal; for our canoe having overfet in the eddy, I was 
carried by the current to the foot of that cataraét, from whence the Chevalier de Vaux 
dreuil dragged me out by a great chance. The canoes and the fkins belonging to the 
fix favages were loft; and one of the favages was drowned. This is the only time I 
was in danger through the whole courfe of my voyages. As foon as I landed here, L 
repaired with diligence to a tavern to refreth mylelf, and to make up the loffes I had 
fuftained by a neceffary abftinence. ‘The next day I waited upon M. de Denonville 

_and M. de Champigni, to whom I gave an account of my voyages, and withal, gave 
in the news that a great company of the coureurs de bois and favages would arrive very ~ 
fpeedily ;-which they did accordingly, after fifteen se The Rat I mentioned above, 

8 ’ came 
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- came down hither, and returned home notwithflanding the threats that were levelled 
againft him. By this adventure, he fhewed that he laughed at their intrigues. Butnow 
that Ihave mentioned his name, I cannot forbear mentioning a malicious {tratagem that 
this cunning favage made ufe of laft year, to prevent the conclufion of a peace between 
M. de Denonville and the Iroquefe. cave 
This favage is the general and chief counfelior of the Hurons; he is a man of forty 
years of age, and brave in his way. When he found himfelf preffed and importuned. 
by M. de Denoprville, to enter into the alliance concluded in the year 1687, that I 
took notice of before; he at laft complied with his defire, with this referve, that the 
war fhould not be put to an end till the Troquefe were totally routed. This claufe the 
governor promifed to make good, and gave him affurances to that purpofe on the 3d of 
September, in the fame year, which happened about two days before I fet out from 
Niagara upon my voyage to the great lakes. Thisfavage general relying upon M, de De.. 
nonville’s promife, marched from-Miffilimakinac at the head of an hundred warriors, as I 
infinuated in my 14th letter, in order to invade the Iroquefe country, and atchieve fome 
glorious feats among them. In the mean time, to ‘carry on his defign the more cautioufly, 
he thought it proper to pafs by the way of Fort Frontenac, where he might receive fome 
intelligence. Upon his arrival at this fort, the governor told him, that M. de Denonville 
was negotiating a peace with the five Iroquefe nations, whofe ambajladoys and hoftages he 
expected in a hort time in order to conclude and ratify the peace, he having orders 
to conduct them to Monreal: and that upon that confideration, it was moft proper for 
him and his warriors to return home, and to pafs no further. "The favage general was . 
mightily furprifed with this unexpected piece of news ; efpecially confidering that by the 
means of that peace he and his nation would be given up asa facrifice for the welfare 
of the French. When the governor had made an end of his remonttrance, the Rat 
acknowledged, that what he offered was ver: reafonable, but withal, that inftead of 
following his advice, he would go and tarry for the Iroquefe ambaffadors and hoftages: 
at the cataraéts, by which they were obliged to pafs. He had not tarried there above: 
five or fix days before the unhappy deputies arrived with a train of forty young men, 
who were all either killed or taken as they difembarked. The prifoners were no fooner- 
fettered than this crafty general of the Hurons reprefented to them, that the French, 
governor had fent him notice to take up that poft, in order to lie in wait for a party: 
of fifty warriors, that were to pafs that way at a certain fet time. The Iroquefe being 
much furprifed with the apprehenfion of the perfidioufnefs that he charged upon 
M..de Denonville, acquainted the Rat with the defign upon which they came. Upon. 
that the Rat counterfeited a fort of rage and fury; and to play his cards the better, 
flew out in inveétives again{t M. de Denonville, declaring, that fome time or other he- 
would be revenged upon that governor, for making him the inftrument of the moft 
barbarous treachery that ever was aéted. Then he fixed his eyes upon all the prifoners,. 
among whom was the chief ambaffador called Theganeforens, and {poke to’ this pur- 
pofe; Go, my brethren, though I am at war with you, yet I releafe you, and allow 
you to go home. It is the governor of the French that put me upon this black ation, 
which I fhall never be able to digeft, unlefs your five nations revenge themfelves, and 
make their juft reprifals. This was fufficient to convince the Iroquefe of the fincerity 
of his words; and they affared him upon the fpot, that if he.had a mind to make a. 
feparate peace, the five nations would agree to it: however, the Rat having loft one 
man in this adventure, kept an Iroquefe flave to fupply the place of the man he had. 
loft: and after furnifhing the prifoners with guns, powder, and baH, in order to their: 
return homeward, marched to Miffilimakinac,. where he prefented the French governor 
e withi 
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with the flave that he brought off. The poor wretch was no fooner delivered than he 
was condemned to be fhot; for at that time the French garrifon did not know that 
M. de Denonville defigned to clap up a peace with the Iroquefe. The condemned 
prifoner gave an account of his adventure, and that of the ambafladors ; but the French 
thought that the fear of death made the fellow talk idly, and were confirmed in that 
thought, by hearing the. Rat and his men fay, that he was light-headed ; infomuch, 
that the poor fellow was put to death notwithftanding all the reafons he could offer. 
The fame day that he was thot, the Rat called an old Iroquefe flave that had ferved 
him a long while, and told him, he had refolved to allow him the liberty of returning 
to his own country, and fpending the reft of his days among his friends and country- 
men. At the fame time he gave him to know, that fince he had been an eye-witnefs 
of the barbarous ufage that his countryman had met with from the French, notwithftand- 
ing what he offered in his own defence, it behoved him to acquaint his countrymen 
with the blacknefs of that a@ion. The manumitted flave' obeyed his orders fo 
punétually, that foon after the Iroquefe made an incurfion, at atime when the governor 
did not dream of any fuch thing, for he had ufed the precaution of giving the 
Jroquefe to underftand, that he difallowed of the Rat’s treachery, infomuch that he had 
a mind to have him hanged; and upon this profpect, expected hourly ten or twelve 
deputies to conclude the peace he fo much defired. . 

In effeét the deputies did come, but neither their number nor their defign was 
fuitable to what the governor had promifed to himfelf. Twelve hundred warriors 
landed at the lands-end of the ifland of Monreal, and burnt and facked all the planta- 
tions in that quarter: they maffacred men, women, and children ; and Madame de 
Denonville, who was then at Monreal with her hufband, did not think herfelf fafe in 
that place. A general confternation was fpread all about ; for the barbarians were not 
above three leagues from Monreal. They burnt all the adjacent fettlements, and 
blocked up two forts, M. de Denonville fent out a detachment of a hundred foldiers 
and fifty favages to oppofe them, being unwilling to {pare a greater number out of the 
city : but all the men of the detachment were either taken or cut in pieces, excepting 
twelve favages, one foldier, and M. de Longueil who commanded the party, and was 
carried off by the twelve favages after his thigh was broke: the other officers, namely, 
the Sieurs de la Raberre, Denis, la Plante, and Villedenc, were all taken prifoners. 
In a word, the barbarians laid almoft the whole ifland wafte, and loft only three men, 
who having drank to excefs of the wine they found in the plantations, were decoyed 
into a fort by a Canadefe cow-keeper, that had been their flave for fome years. As 
foon as the three unfortunate Iroquefe arrived in the fort, they were thrown info a 
cellar to fleep themfelves fober ; and queflionlefs, as foon as they waked they repented 
of their exceffive drinking. When they waked, they fell immediately to finging ; and 
when the garrifon offered to fetter them, and carry them to Monreal, they flew to fome 
clubs that lay in the cellar, and made fuch a vigorous and brave defence, that the 
garrifon was forced to fhoot them upon the fpot. The cow-keeper being brought 
before M. de Denonvilje, he told him, that the breach made by the Rat’s contrivance 
was irreparable ; that the five Iroquefe nations refented that adventure with fo much 
warmth, that it was impoffible to difpofe them to a peace in a fhort time; that they 
were fo far from being angry with that Huron for what he did, that they were willing 
to enter into a treaty with him, owning ‘that he and his party had done nothing but 
what became a brave man and a good ally. Doubtlefs this fatal incurfion was a great 
furprifal to M. de Denonville, and afforded him a copious field for reflection. It was 
already impoffible to continue the pofleffion of Fort Frontenac; where they began to 


want 
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want provifions, and which could not be relieved. without expofing a great many men 
to the danger of the paffes or cataraéts, which 1 have mentioned fo often. ‘Ther’ was 
a downright neceflity of calling out the garrifon and blowing up the fort: but the 
difficulty lay in finding a man to carry orders to that effeét to the governor, for nobody 
durft undertake it, till the Sieur Peter de Arpentigni offered to go all alone through 
the forefts; and accordingly he went and did his bufinefs fuccefsfully. The orders 
were extremely welcome to M. de Valrenes,the goternor of the fort far the time ; who, 
upon the receiving them, run a mine under the four baftions, which, with the powder 
he put in, was reckoned fufficient to blow it up. This done, he embarked, and came 
down the river through the cataraéts to Monreal, where he found M. de Denonville, 
and accompanied him hither. That officer did not only abdicate the Fort of Frontenac, 
but fet fire to the three great barks that they ufed to ply with upon the lake, both to 
awe the Iroquefe in time of war, and to convey commodities to them in time of peace. 
M. de Denonville aéted a prudent part in relinquifhing both this fort and that of 
Niagara; for, in earneft, thefe two pofts are indefenfible, by reafon of the inacceffible 
cataracts, upon which an ambufcado of ten Iroquefe may repulfea thoufand Frenchmen 
by the throwing of ftones. But after all I muft own, that the welfare and prefervation 
if our colonies had an abfolute dependance upon thefe two forts, which feemed to 
infure the utter deftruétion of the Iroquefe ; for they could not ftir out of their villages 
to hunt or to fith, without running the rifque of having their throats cut by the favages 
in alliance with us, who being then aflured of a fafe retreat, would have made continual 
incurfions into the country of thofe barbarians: and by this means, the Iroquefe 
being unprovided with beaver-fkins to be given in exchange for guns, powder, ball, 
and nets, would be ftarved to death, or at leaft, be obliged to depart their 
country. 

In the end of September M. de Bonaventure, captain and owner of a merchant 
fhip, arrived in this port, and brought the news of M. de Frontenac’s reinftalment in 
the place of governor-general of Canada, and of the-recalling of M. de Denonville, 
whom the Duke de Beauvilliers has recommended to the King, for the place of fub. 
governor to the princes his grandfons. Some people are uneafy at the recalling of 
this governor ; and it is faid, that the reverend fathers the Jefuits, fall under the num. 
ber of the malcontents; for if we may credit the reports of the country, they con- 
tributed in a great meafure to the recalling of M. de Frontenac feven or eight years 
ago, by acting in concert with the intendant of Chefneau, and fupreme council, and 
drawing up accufations againft him which had. the defired effeét 3 though now the 
King thews-that he is undeceived, by reinftating that gentleman once more in this 
government, In the mean time the ftatefmen of the country that are moft guilty, know 
not how to drefs this kettle of fith; for they make no queftion but the new governor 
will retain a juft refentment of what is paft ; but the gentlemen, merchants, and other 
inhabitants, are making preparations for folemnizing his arrival, which they expect 
with as much impatience as the Jews do the Meffiah’s. The very favages that live in the 
fkirts of the colony, fhew an uncommen joy upon the hopes of his return ; and indeed, 
we need not think it ftrange, for that governor drew efteem and veneration not onl 
from the French but from all the nations of this vaft continent, who looked upon him 
as their guardian angel. M. de Denonville begins to pack up his baggage, and that in 
effedt, is all I can fay of him. Itis none of my bufinefs to meddle with an infinity of 
affairs that relate to the gentleman’s private intereft. As to'the queftion, whether | 
he has managed well or ill, during the courfe of his government, or whether he was 
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loved or hated; I know nothing of the matter, I am at a lofs to know whether he 
kept*a good or forry table, for indeed I was never at it. Adieu. 
I make account to fet out for Rochel, when the veffel that brings our new governor 


returns for France. . 
Lam, Sir, yours, &c. 


* 
LETTER XVIIL 
Dated at Quebec, Nov. 15, 1689, 


Giving an Account of M. de Frontenac’s Arrival, his Reception, bis Voyage to Monreal, 
and the repairing of Fort Frontenac. 


Sir, 

THE intelligence you give me of the adjudging of the lands of Lahontan, would 
have driven me to defpair, if you had not affured me at the fame time, that I might 
recover it after a century of years, (if I had the misfortune to live fo long,) upon the 
condition of reimburfing to the poffeffor the fum that he paid for it, and of proving 
that I was atually in. the King’s fervice in the remote parts of the world when that 
eftate was fold. ‘To fpeak to the purpofe, M. de Frontenac has countermanded the 
leave I had to go for France, and: has offered me a free accefs to his pocket and his 
table. All the arguments I offered have no influence upon him, and fo I am bound 
to obey. 

‘This new governor arr.ved at Quebec the 15th of Oftober. He came on fhore at 
eight o’clock at night, and was received by the fupreme council, and all the inhabitants 
in arms, with flambeaux both in the city, and upon the harbour, with a triple difcharge 
of the great and fmall guns, and illuminations in all the windows of the city. That 
fame night he was complimented by all the companies of the town, and above all, by 
the Jefuits, who upon that occafion made a very pathetic fpeech, though the heart had 
lefs hand in it than the mouth. The next day he was vifited by all the ladies, whofe 
inward joy appeared in their countenances, as much as in their words. Several per- 
fons made fire-works, while the governor and his retinue fung Te Deum in the great 
church. Thefe folemn demontftrations of joy increafed from day to day, till the new 
governor fet out for Monreal ; and the conduét of the people upon this head afforded 
fignal proofs of the fatisfaction they hadin his return, and of their refting affured 
that his wife condu€t and noble {pirit would preferve the repofe and tranquillity that 
he always kept up during his firft ten years’ government. All the world adored him, 
and ftiled him Redemptor Patria ; to which title he hada juft claim, for all the inha- 
bitants of thefe colonies agree, that when he came firft to Canada, he found all things 
in confufion and diftrefs. At that time the Iroquefe had burnt all the plantations, and 
cut the throats of fome thoufands of the French ; the farmer was knocked on the head 
in his field ; the traveller was murdered upon the road, and the merchant ruined for 
want of commerce : all the planters were-pinched with famine, the war rendered the 
country defolate ; and, ina word, New France had infallibly perifhed, if this gover- 
nor had not made that peace with the barbarians, that I fpoke of in my* fifth letter. 
The bringing of that peace to bear was an action of greater importance than you can 
well imagine ; for thefe barbarians grounded all their wars upon a perfonal enmity, 
. whereas the European ruptures depend more upon intereft than upon pure revenge. 

: M. de 
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M. de St. Valiers, the Bifhop of Quebec, arrived likewife on the 1eth at the fame 
port. He had embarked in the preceding fpring, on board of a bark that he had 
hired to tranfport him to Acadia, to Newfoundland, and to the other countries of his 
diocefe. M. de Frontenac, our governor, fet out for Monreal in a canoe, four or five 
days after his arrival ; and I had the honour to accompany him. All endeavours were 
ufed to diffuade him from undertaking that voyage, when the feafon was fo cold, and 
fo far advanced : for, as I informed you before, the ice is thicker and ftronger here in 
O@ober than it is at Paris in January, which is very ftrange. Notwithftanding all the 
remonttrances drawn from the hardthips and inconveniencies of the voyage, he flighted 
the fatigues of the water, and threw himfelf into a canoe in the fixty-eighth year of 
his age; nay, he took the abdication of Fort Frontenac fo much to heart, that he 
had gone ftraight thither, if the nobility, the priefts, and the inhabitants of Monreal, 
had not entreated him, with joint fupplications, not to expofe his perfon to the danger 
of the falls and cataraéts that lie in that paflage. In the mean time fome gentlemen of 
Canada, followed by a hundred coureurs ‘de bois, under the command of M, Mantet, 
ventured upon the voyage, with intent to learn the ftate of the fort. I acquainted you . 
in my laft letter, that M. de Valrenes had blown up the walls of the fort, when he 
made his retreat ; but by good luck, the damage was not fo great as it was taken to be : 
for the party commanded by M. Mantet, have already reared up the ruinous wall to the 
height of fome fathoms, and will continue to work upon the repair of the fort all this 
winter. This news M. de Frontenac received Jaft night, which was the fixth after his 
return to this city, z 

I had forgot to tell you, that he brought with him out of France, fome of thofe 
Troquefe that M. de Denonville had fent to the galleys, as I intimated in my thirteenth 
letter ; the reft having perifhed in their chains. Of all thefe unfortunate barbarians 
that he has brought back, the moft confiderable is one that goes by the name of 
Oreouahé. He was not ufedasa galley flave, in regard that he was the leader of the 
Goyoguans, and the governor has lodged him in the caftlé, in confideration of the 
efteem he fhews both for M. de Frontenac, and for the French nation. Some flatter 
themfelves with the hopes, that fome accommodation with the five Troquefe nations may 
be effeted by his mediation ; and for that end propofals of peace are now in agitation ; 
but I have three good reafons for predidting, that fuch a defign will prove abortive. 
I have already laid thefe reafons before M. de Frontenac, who gave me to know, that 
after the departure of the hips, he would difcourfe with me upon that head. I fhall not 
offer at the particulars of his interview, with Monfieur and Madam de Denonville, till 
fuch time as you and I have an opportunity of talking under the rofe. Some officers 
accompany M. de Denonville and his Lady to France, in hopes: of being preferred. 
In all probability the fhips will fet fail to-morrow, for we have nowa fair and gentle: 
welterly gale; befides, that the feafon for quitting this port, isalmoft fpent. 


Iam, Sir, yours, &cv 
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LETTER Xix. 


Dated at Monreal, O&ober 2, 1690. 


Relating the Attempts upon New England and NewYork ; a fatal Embaffy fent by the 
French to the Iroquefe ; and an ill-concerted Enterprife of the Englifh and the Troquefe, 
in marching by Land to attack the French Colony. ’ 

Sir, vo 

ABOUT fifteen days fince, a fhip of Rochel, laden with wine and brandy, ars 
rived in this harbour ; and the captain took care to convey a letter from you to my 
hands. As to your defire of having a circumftantial account of the trade of Canada, 
I cannot fatisfy it at prefent, for am not as yet fo thoroughly acquainted with all its 
branches, But Iaffure you, that fome time or other I fhall fend you fuch memoirs, 
as will give you fatisfaftion upon that head. dn.the mean time, I hope you will be con- 
tented with an account of what paffed in this country fince the date of my laft, 

As foon as M. Denonville fet out from Quebec upon his return to France, 
M. de Frontenac took poffeffion of the fort, which is the common refidence of our 
governor-general, and ordered ane of our beft architects to make preparations for re- 
building it as foon as he could. 

In the beginning of this year, M. D’Iberville attempted to pillage a {mall village in 
New York, called by the Iroquefe Corlar, which hame they likewife give to all the 
governors of that Englifh colony. This gentleman, who is a Canadefe, was attended 
by five hundred coureurs de bois, and the like number of favages ; and the whole 
party made the expedition over fnow and ice, penis they had three hundred 
leagues to march backward and forward, and that the roads were very rugged and 
troublefome. M. D’Iberville met with wonderful fuccéfs, for after hé had pillaged, 
burnt, and facked that little village, with the adjacent cantons, he fell in with a party. 
of an hundred Troquefe, and defeated them entirely. Much about the: fame 
M. de Portneuf, another Canada gentleman, marched out at the head of three hun« 
dred men, one half favages, and the other half coureurs de bois, with intent to poffefs 
himfelf of a fort belonging to the Englifh, called Kenebeki, which ftands upon the fea 
coatt of New England, towards the frontiers of Acadia, The garrifon of this fort 
inade a brave defence, but there being great quantities of grenadoes and other fire- 
works thrown in upon them, while the favages (contrary -to their cuftom) fcaled the 
palifadoes on all hands, the governor was obliged to furrender upon difcretion. It is. 
faid, that in this action the coureurs de bois did their duty very bravely, but the enter 
prize had proved fuccefslefs without the afliftance of the favages. 

AAs foon as the rivers were navigable, M. de Frontenac offered to fend me with pro- 
pofals of peace to the Iroquefe; but I made anfwer, that fince his pocket and table 
had been free to me during the winter, I could not imagine that he had a mind to be 
rid of me fo foon. Being obliged by this reply to unfold my meaning, I remonttrated 
to him, that the King of England having It his crown, and war being proclaimed, the 
governors of New England and New York, would infallibly @fe their utmoft efforts ‘to 
excite thefe banditti to redouble their incurfions; that for that end they would furnifh 
them with ammunition gratis, and even join them, in order to attack our towns; and 
above all, that the intrigue of the Rat had fo provoked them, that, in my opinion, it 
- was impoffible to appeafe them. Upon thefe confiderations, I humbly Be 
- $5 um 
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him to have fome other perfonin his view, in cafe he perfifted in his defign of making 
a trial of that nature. The Chevalier Do was fingled out for this fatal embaifly, being 
attended by one Colin, as interpreter of the Iroquefe Languages and two young Canadans. 
They fet out in a canoe, and when they came in fight of the village of the Onnontagues, 
were received with the honourable falvo of feveral good blows, and conducted with the 
fame ceremony to the village. Such a reception could not but be difagreeable to the 
gentleman that came to make offers of peace. ‘The ancient men, being quickly affem- 
bled, thought it moft proper to fend them back with a favourable anfwer, and in the 
mean time to engage fome of the Agnies and Onnoyotes, to lie in wait for them at the 
cataraéts of the river, and there kill two, fending the third back to Quebec, and carry- 
ing the fourth to their village, where there would be found fome Englifh that would 
fhoot them, that is, that would give thei the fame ufage as the Rat did to their ambaf- 
fadors : fo true it is, that that action {ticks in their ftomachs, This project had actually 
been put in execution, if it had not been for fome of the planters of New York, who 
were then among the. barbarians, having come thither on purpofe to animate them 
againft us. Thefe planters knew fo well how to influence the barbarians, that were 
already bent upon revenge, that a company of young barbarians burnt them all alive, 
excepting the Chevalier Do, whom they tied hand and foot, and fent him bound to 
Bofton, with a defign to pump out of him a view of the condition of our colonies and 
forces. This piece of news we received two months after by fome flaves that made 
their efcape from the Iroquefe; and M. de Frontenac, when furprized with fuch difmal 
news, declared, that out of twenty captains that offered to execute that commiffion, 
and would have taken the employment for an honour, I was the only one that had been 
capable of forefeeing its bad fuccefs, 
June the 24th, I embarked for this place in a fluggith brigantine, that the captain ‘of 
the governor’s guards fiad caufed to be built the foregoing winter. This venerable 
veffel had the honour to lodge the intendant and his lady ; and all of us being in no 
hatte, {pent ten or twelve days by the way, and feafted like kings every night. M. de 
Frontenac marked out a fort in his paffage to the city of Trois Rivieres, which I fpoke 
of before. Fifteen days after our arrival in this place, a certain favage whofe name was 
Plake, came and gave us notice, tkat he had difcovered a body of a thou fand Englifh, 
and five hundred Iroquefe, that marched up to attack us. Upon this intelligence, all our 
troops croffed over to the meadow of Medalaine, oppofite to*this city, and there encamped, 
in conjunétion with three or four hundred favages that were our allies, in order to give 
the enemy a warm reception. Our camp was no fooner formed, than M. de Frontenac 
detached two or three {mall parties of the favages to obferve the enemy. Thefe parties 
came foon back, after having furprized fome ftraggling Iroquefe_at hunting on the 
confines of Champlaine lake : the prifoners informed us, that the Englith being unable 
to encounter the fatigues of the march, and unprovided with a fufficient ftock of pro- 
vifions, both they and the Iroquefe were returned to their own country. This account 
being confirmed by other favages, our troops decamped, and marched back to this 
place, from whence I was detached fome-days after to command a party that was to 
cover the reapers of fore Roland, which lies in this ifland. When the harveft was over 
I returned to this place, along with the Hurons and the Outaouas, who had come down 
from their own country, in purfuit of their ufual trade in fkins; an account of which you 
; a in my eighth letter. Thefe traders continued here fifteen days, and then marched 
+ home. 


uua This, 
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This, Sir, is a fummary of all our occurrences of moment fince the lait year, - About 
fifteen days hence I think to fet out for Quebec, in M. de Frontenac’s brigantine. I 
- conclude with my ufual compliment, 
Sir, yours, &c. 


‘LETTER Xx. 
Dated at Rochel, January 12, 1691+ 


Being a Relation of a Second and very important Expedition of the Englifo by Seas in 
which is contained a Letter written by the Englifh Admiral to Count lrontenac; with 
the Governor's verbal Anfwer. As alfo an Account of the Author's Departure for 
Lrance. 


Sir, 

TAM arrived at laft at Rochel, from whence I now tranfmit you a relation of all 
that paffed in Canada, fince the date of my laft letter. In the fpace of a few days after 
that date, M. de Frontenac received advice that a ftrong fleet of Englith thips amounting 
to thirty-four fail, was feen near ‘T'adouffac. Immediately he got on board of his bri- 
gantine, and ordered all the troops to embark in canoes and boats, and to row night 
and day to prevent the enemy ; all of which was happily put in execution. At the 
fame time he gave orders to M. de Callieres, to bring down as many of the inhabitants as 
poflibly he could.. We rowed with fach expedition, and diligence, that we arrived the 


3d day at Quebec. As foon as M. de Frontenac debarked, he viewed the weakeft potts, . 


and ordered them to be fortified without lofs of time: he raifed batteries in feveral 
places, and though in that capital city we had but twelve great guns, and but little am- 
munition, yet he feemed to be refolutely bent upon an obftinate tefiftance to the efforts 
of the enemy’s fleet, which in the mean time ftood catching of flies, at the diftance of 
two leagues trom Quebec. We took the advantage of their flow approaches, and worked 
inceflantly to put ourfelves in a pofture of defence. Our troops, our militia, and our 
confederate favages, came upto us on all hands. It is certain, that if the Englith 
admiral had made his defcent before our arrival at Quebec, of even two days after, he 
had carried the place without ftriking a blow; for at that time there was not two 
hundred French in the city, which lay open, and expofed on all hands; but inftead of 
doing that, he caft anchor towards the point of the ifland of Orleans, and loft three days 
in confulting with the captains of the fhips, before they came to a refolution. He took 
the Sieur Joliet with his lady and his mother-in-law, in a bark in the river of St. 
Laurence. Three merchantmen from France, and one laden with beaver-fkins from 
Hudfon’s Bay, entered the river of Saguenay, by the way of ‘Padouflac, where they 
*fculked, and after hauling their guns afhore, raifed very good batteries. To be fhort, 
the officers of the enemy’s fleet came toa refolution after the lofs of three or four days 
in ufelefs confultations, during which time we were joined on all hands by great num- 
bers of inhabitants and foldiers. Purfuant to the refolution of the councils of war, the 
Englith admiral, namely, Sir William Phips, fent out his'floop with a French flag upori 
its prow, which made up to the city with found of trumpet. Upon this, M. de Frontenac 
fent out another with a French officer to meet it, who found an Englith major in the 
floop, who gave’ him to underftand, that he had the charge of a letter from his general, 


to the governor of Canada, and hoped he might be allowed to deliver it himfelf. Upon - © 


that 


. 
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that the French officer took him into his floop, and having blindfolded him, conduéted 
him to the governor’s chamber ; where’ his face being uncovered, he delivered him a 
letter, the fubftance of which was this : , 


“ J, Sir William Phips, general of the forces of New England, by fea and land, to 
Count Frontenac, governor-general of Quebec, by orders from, and in the name of 
‘William IIL and Mary, King and Queen of England, am come to make myfelf mafter 
of this country. But in regard that I have nothing fo much in view, as the preventing 
of the effufion of blood, I require you to furrender at difcretion, your cities, caftles, 
forts, towns, as well as your perfons; affuring you at the fame time, that you fhall meet 
with all manner of good ufage, civility and humanity. If you do not accept of this 
propofal without any reftriction, I will endeavour, by the affiftance of Heaven, on which 
T rely, and the force of my arms, to make a conqueft of them. I expecta pofitive 
anfwer in writing in the fpace of an hour; and inthe mean time give you notice, that 
after the commencement of hoftilities, I fhall not entertain any thoughts of accommo- 


dation. 
; (Signed,) “ WiLLiaM Putps,’? 


After the interpreter had tranflated the letter to M. de Frontenac, who was then 
furrounded with officers, he ordered the captain of his guards to make a gibbet before 
the fort, in order to hang the poor major, who in all appearance underftood French, 
for upon the pronouncing of this fatal fentence, he was like to fwoon away; and 
indeed I muft fay, the major had fome reafon to be affeéted, for he had certainly been 
hanged if the bihop and the intendant, who, to his good luck, were then prefent, had 
not interceded on his behalf. M. de Frontenac pretended, ghat they were a fleet of 
eke or of perfons without commiffion, for that the King of England was then in 

rance. But at laft the governor being appeafed, ordered the major to repair forth- 
. with on board of his admiral, againft whom he could defend himfelf the better, for 
not being attacked. At the fame time he declared, that he knew of no other King of 
Great Britain than James Il., that his rebellious fubjects were pirates, and that he 
dreaded neither their force nor their threats. This faid, he threw Admiral Phips’s 
letter in the major’s face, and then turned his back upon him. Upon that the poor 
ambaflador took frefh courage, and looking upon his watch, took the liberty to afk 
M. de Frontenac, if he could not have his anfwer in writing before the hour elapfed. 
But the governor made anfwer with all the haughtinels and difdain imaginable, that 
his admiral deferved no other anfwer than what flew from the mouth of cannons and 
mufkets, Thefe words were no fooner pronounced, than the major was forced to take 
his letter again, and being blindfolded, was recondutted to his floop, in which he rowed 
towards the fleet with all expedition. 

The next day about two in the afternoon, fixty floops were fent afhore with ten or 
twelve hundred men, who ftood upon the fand in very good order. After that the 
floops went back to the fhips, and brought afhore the like complement of men, which 
was afterwards joined by a third complement of the fame number. As foon as thefe 
troops were landed, they began to march towards the city with drums beating and 
colours flying. This defcent was made over againft the ifle of Orleans, abouta league 
and a half below Quebec ; but it was not fo expeditious but that our confederate 
favages, with two hundred coureurs de bois, and fifty officers, had time to poft them. 
felves in a copfe of thick brambles, which lay half a league off the place of landing. 
It being impoffible for fo {mall a party toccome to an open battle witha mumerous 

: enemy, 
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enemy, they were forced to fight after the manner of the favages, that is, to lay am« 
bufcadoes from place to place in the copfe, which was a quarter of a league broad. 
‘This way of waging war proved wonderfully fuccefsful to us, for our men being pofted 
in the middle of the copfe, we fuffered the Englith to enter, and then fired upon them, 
lying flat upon the ground till they fired their pieces ; after which we fprung up, and 
drawing into knots here and there, repeated our fire with fuch fuccefs that the nglith 
militia perceiving our favapes, fell into confufion and diforder, and their battalions 
were broke; infomuch, that they betook themfelves to flight, crying out, Indians, 
Indians, and gave our favages the opportunity of making a bloody’ laughter among 
them’ for we found three hundred men left upon the fpot, without any other lofson 
our fide than that of ten coureurs de bois, four officers, and two favages. 

The next day the Englith landed four pieces of brafs cannon mounted like field. 
pieces, and fought very bravely, though they were very ill difciplined. It is certain 
there was no want of courage on their fide, and their want of fuccefs muft be imputed 
to their unacquaintance with milita difcipline, to their being enfeebled by the fatigues 
of the fea, and to the ill condué of Sir William Phips, who upon this enterprize 
could not have done lefs than he did, if he had been engaged by us to ftand ftill with 
his hands in his pockets. This day paffed over more peaceably than the next, for 
then the Englith made a freth attempt to force their paflage through the copfe, by the 
help of their artillery ; but they lott three or four hundred more in the attempt, and 
were forced to retime with all diligence to the landing-place. On our fide we loft 
M. de St. Helene, who died of a wound in his leg, and about forty Frenchmen and 
favages. This vitory animated us fo much, that we purfued the Englith to their 
camp, and lay all night flat upon the ground juft by it, with a defignto attack itby break 
of day ; but they faved yrs the labour, for they embarked about midnight with fuch 
confufion, that we killed fifty more of them, rather by chance than by dexterity, while 
they were getting into their boats. When day came, we tranfported to Quebec their 
tents and their cannon, which they had left behind them; the favages being in the mean 
time employed in ftripping the dead in the wood. 

The fame day that the defcent was made, Sir William Phi 
an anchor with four great thips, at the diftance of a mutkét-hot from the lower city, 
where we had only one battery of fix or eight pounders. There he cannonaded for 
twenty-four hours fo handfomely, that the fire of the great guns equalled that of the 
{mall arms. The damage they did to the roofs of the houfes amounted to five or fix 


piftoles ; for, as I informed you in my firft letter, the walls of the houfes are fo hard 
that a ball cannot pierce them, 


When Sir William Phips had made an end of thefe 
demand of M. de Frontenac fome Englifh prifoners in 
with his wife and his mother, and fome feamen, which 
This done, the fleet weighed anchor and fleered homeward. As foon as the three 
merchantmen that lay fkulking in the river of Saguenay, faw the fleet running below 
Tadouflac with full fail before a wefterly gale, they put their guns aboard, and pur- 
fuing their voyage with great fatisfaction, arrived at Quebec on the 12th of November. 
‘They had fearce put their cargo on fhore, when the bitter cold covered thé river with 
ice, whiclf damaged their thips fo much, that they were forced to run them afhore. 
This troublefome froft was as uneafy to meas to M. de Frontenac, for then I faw that I 
was obliged to pafs another winter in Canada, and M. de Frontenac was at a lofs to- 

-contrive a way of fending the King advice of this enterprize ; but, by good luck, there 
came all gf a-fudden a downfall of rain, which was followed by a thaw, and was 


ps weighed and came to 


glorious exploits, he fent to 
exchange for the Sieur Joliet, 
was forthwith put in execution. 
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equally acceptable to-us both. Immediately the governor ordered an unrigged frigate 
to be rigged and fitted out ; which was done accordingly with fuch difpatch that the 
ballaft, fails, ropes, and mafts were all in order almoft. as foon as the orders were 
given out. When the frigate was ready to fail, the governor told me, that the making 
of France as foon as ever I could, would be a piece of important fervice; and that I 
ought rather to perifh than to fuffer myfelf to be taken by the enemy, or to put inat 
any port whatfoever by the way: at the fame time he gave me a particular letter to 
M. de Seignelay, the purport of which was much to my advantage. 

T put to fea the 20th of November, the like of which was never feen in that place 
before. At the ifle of Coudres we efcaped luckily, for there the north-eaft wind blew 
fo hard upon us, that after we had dropped anchor, we thought to have been fplit in. 
pieces in the night-time. The reft of our paflage was good enough, for we encoun- 
tered but one ftorm till we arrived at this place. Indeed we met with contrary wind, 
about an hundred and fifty leagues off the coaft of France, which obliged us to traverfe, 
and lie by fora long time ; and it was for this reafon that our paflage was fo long. , 

I hear you are now in Provence, and that M. de Seignelay is gone uppn a voyage to 
the other world, which is of a quite different nature from that I have juft performed. 
In earneft, Sir, his death is the laft misfortune to the navy of France, to the colonies 
of the two Americas, and to me in particular, fince M. de Frontenac’s recommenda- 
tory letter is thereby rendered ufelefs to me. 

* ham, Sir, yours, &c, 
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MEMOIRS OF NORTH AMERICA ; 


CONTAINING 


A GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION OF THAT VAST CONTINENT; THE 
CUSTOMS AND COMMERCE OF THE INHABITANTS, &c, 


Sir, 

Nis my former letters I prefented you with a view of the Englifh and French colonies, 

the commerce of Canada, the navigation upon the rivers and lakes of that coun- 
try, the courfe of failing from Europe to North America, the feveral attempts made by 
the Englifh to mafter the French colonies, the incurfions of the French upon New 
England, and upon the Iroquefe country: ina word, Sir, I have revealed a great 
many things, that for reafons of ftate or politics, have been hitherto concealed ; info- 
much, that if you weg capable of making me a facrifice to your refentment, it is now 
in your power to ruin me at court, by producing my letters. 

All that I writ in the foregoing letters, and the whole fubitance of the memoirs I 
now fend you, is truth as plain as the fun-fhine. I flatter no man, and I fpare nobody.' 
T fcorn to be partial; 1 beftow due praife upon thofe who are in no capacity to ferve 
me, and I cenfure the conduét of others, that are capable of doing me an injury by 
indire&t methods. 1 am not influenced by that principle of intereft and party-making, 
that is the rule of fome folks words. _I facrifice all to the love of truth, and write with 
no other view, than, to give you a juft reprefentation of things as they are, It is 
beneath me to mince’or alter the matter of fa&t, contained either in the letters I fent 
you fome ten or twelve years ago, or in thefe memoirs. _ In the courfe of my voyages 
and travels, I took care to keep particular journals of every thing; but a minute re- 
Jation of all particulars would be irkfomie to you, befides, that the trouble of taking 
a copy of the journals, before I have an opportunity of fhewing you the original, 
would require more time than I can well fpare. In thefe memoirs you will find as 
much as will ferve to form a perfe&t idea of the vaft continent of North America. In 
the courfe of our correfpondence from the year 1683, to this time, I fent you five- 
and-twenty letters, of all which I have kept a double very carefully. My only view 
in writing of thefe letters, was to inform you of the moft effential things ; for I was 
unwilling to perplex and confound your thoughts, with an infinity of uncommon 
things, that have happened-in that country. If you will confult my maps, as you 
read the abovementioned letters, you will find a juit reprefentation of all the places I 
have fpoken of. Thefe maps are very particular, and I dare affure you, they are the 
correcteft_yet extant. My voyage upon the Long River, gave me an opportunity of 
making that little map, which I fent you from Miffilimakinac in 1699, with my fixteenth 
letter. Itis true, it gives only a bare defcription of that river, and the river of the 
Miffouris ; but it required more time than I could {fpare, to make it more complete, _ 
by a knowledge of the adjacent countries, which have hitherto been unknown to all a 

9 ; - world, 


MEMOIRS OF NORTH AMERICA. Exra 


world as well as that great river, and’ which I would never have vifived, if I had not 
been fully inftruéted in every thing that related to it, and convoyed by a good guard. 
Thave placed the map of Canada at the front of thefe memoirs, and defire that favour 
of you,, that you would not thew it to an body under my name. To the latter part I 
have fubjoined an explication of the marine, and other difficult terms, made ufe of in 
my letters, as well as in thefe memoirs; which you will pleafe to confult, when you 
meet with a word that you do not underftand. 


A foort Defeription of Canada. 


You will think, Sir, that I advancea paradox, when I acquaint you that New France, 
commonly called Canada, comprehends a Bxeater extent of ground than the half of 
Europe: but pray mind what proof I have for that affertion. You know that Europe 
extends fouth and north, from the 35th to the 72nd degree, of latitude, or, if you will, 
from Cadiz to the North Cape on the confines of Lapland ; and that its longitude 
reaches from the gth to the g4th degree, that, is from the River Oby to the Weft Cape 
in Yflandia, But at the fame time, if we take the greateft breadth of Europe; from 
ealt to weft, from the imaginary canal, (for inftence) between the Tanais and the Volga, 
to Dinglebay in Ireland, it makes but 66 degrees of longitude, which contain more 
leagues than the degrees allotted to it towards the polar circle, though thefe are more | 
numerous, by reafon that the degrees: of longitude are unequal; and fince we are 
wont to meafure provinces, iflands, and kingdoms by the {pace of ground, lam of 
the opinion, that we ought to make ufe of the fame ftandard with refpe& to the four 
parts of the world. The geographers who parcel out the earth in their clofets, ac« 
cording to their fancy ; thefe gentlemen, I fay, might have been aware of this advance, 
if they had been more careful. But, to come to Canada. 

All the world knows, that Canada reaches from the 39th to the 6sth degree of lati 
tude, that is, from the fouth fiide of the lake Errie, tothe north fide of Hudfon’s Bay; 
and from the 284th to the 336th degree of longitude, viz. from the river Miffi Api 
to Cape Rafe, in the ifland of Newfoundland. I affirm, therefore, that Europe has 
but 11 degrees of latitude and 33. of longitude more than Canada, in which I com. 
prehend the ifland of Newfoundland, Acadia, and all the other countries that lie to the 
northward of the river St. Laurence, which is the pretended great boundary that 
fevers the French colonies from the Englith, Were I to reckon in all the countries 
that lie to the north-weft of Canada, I fhould find it larger than Europe: but I confine 
myfelf to what is difcovered, known, and owned; I, mean, to the countries in which 
the French trade with the natives for beavers, and in which they have forts, magazines, 
miffionaries, and {mall fettlements. as ; 

It is above a century and a Half fince Canada was difcovered. John Verafan was 
the firft difcoverer, though he got nothing by it, ‘for the favages eat him up. James 
Cartier was the next that went thither; but after failing with his thip above Quebec, he 
returned to France, with a forry opinion of the country, At laft, better failors were 
employed in the difcovery, and traced the river of St. Latrence more narrowly: and 
about the beginning of the lat century, a colony was fent thither from Rouen, which 
{ettled there-after a great deal of oppofition from the natives. At this day the colony 
is fo populous, that it is computed to contain one hundred and plies thoufand fouls. 
T have already given you fome account of that country in my letters, ‘and therefore 
fhall_now only point to the moft noted Places, and take notice of what may gratify 
your curiofity beyond what you have yet heard, 
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“We are at a lofs to find-thehedd@of the river of St. Laurence, for though we have 
traced it feven or a: iadasienben leagues up, yet we could never reach its fource ; ‘the 
remoteft place that-thecoureurs de bois go to, being the lake Lenemipigon, which 
difembogues into the Upper Lake, as the Upper Lake does into the lake of Hurons, 
the lake of Hurons into that of Errié alias Conti, and that of Errié into the lake of 
Frontenac, which forms this laft great river, that runs for twenty leagues with a pretty 
gentle ftream, and {weeps through thirty more with a very rapid current, till it reaches 
the city of Monreal; from whence it continues its courfe with fome moderation to 
the city of Quebec; and after that, fpreads out, and enlarges itfelf by degrees to its 
mouth, which lies a hundred leagues further. If we may credit the north-country 
favages, this river takes its rife from the great lake of the Affinipouals, which they give 
out to be larger than any of the lakes I mentioned but now, being fituated at the dif- 
tance of fifty or fixty leagues from the lake of Lenemipigon. ‘The river of St. Lau- 
rence is twenty or twenty-two leagues broad at its mouth, in the middle of which there 
is an ifland called Anticofti, which is twenty leagues long. This ifland belongs to the 
Sieur Joliet, a Canadan, who has built <: little Brtfied magazine upon it, to guard his 
goods and his family from the incurfions of the Efkimaux, of whom more anon. He 
deals with the other favage nations, namely, the Mantagnois and the Papipanachois in 
arms and ammunition, by way of exchange for the fkins of fea-wolves or fea-calves, 
and fome other furs. wf 

Over againft this ifland, to the foathward of it, we find the if_le called L’Ifle Percée, 
which is a great rock with a paffage bored through it, in which the floops. can only 
pafs. In time of peace the Bifcayans of France, and the Normans, ufed to fith for cod 
at this place; for here that fifh are very plentiful, and at the fame time larger, and more 
proper for drying than thofe cf Newfoundland. But there are two great incon- 
veniencies that attend the fifhing upon this ifland; one is, that the fhips ride in great 
danger, unlefs they have good aachors and {trong cables; another inconvenience is, 
that this place affords neither gravel nor flint-ftones to ftretch out the fifh upon before the 
fun, and that the fifhermen are forced to make ufe of a fort of hurdles. 

There are other fithing-places befides this, whtich lie fome leagues higher up upon 
the fame fide of the river. Suc’ is that called Gafpé, where the fhips’ crews fome- 
times trade-in fkins with the Gafpefians, to the prejudice of the proprietors of this 
river. The other places for cod-iith lie toward Monts Notre Dame, in the little bays 
or rivers that empty themfelves into the river of St. Laurence. 

On the other fide of the river there lies the wide-extended country of Labrador, or 
of tite Efkimaux, who are fuch a wild barbarous people, that no means whatfuever have 
hitherto been able to civilize them. One would think that good old Homer had this 
people in his view when he {peaks of the Cyclops; for the character of the one fuits 
the other admirably well, as it appears from thefe four verfes, in the ninth book of his 
Odyffy, which are fo pretty, that I cannot forbear inferting them in this place. 
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That is; this pave do not perplex themfelves with voluminous laws, and vexatious 
fuits; they delight oaly in the tops of mountains, and deep caves, and every one con- 
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fines his care to the management of his own family, without troubling his head about 
his neighbour. The Danes were the firft difcoverers of this country, which is full of 
ports, havens and bays, that the Quebec barks refort to in the fummer, in order to 
truck with the favages for the fkins of fea-calves. The commerce! fpeak of, is carried 
on after this manner. As foon as the Quebec barks come to an anchor, thefe devils 
come on board of them in their little canoes madé of the fkins of fea-calves, in the form 
of a weaver’s fhuttle, with a hole in the middle of it, refembling that of a purfe, in 
which they ftow themfelves with ropes, fitring fquat upon their breech. Being {et in 
this fathion, they row with little flices, fometimes to the right, and fometimes to the left, 
without bending their body for fear of overfetting. As foon as they are near the bark, 
they hold up their fkins upon the end of the oar, and at the fame time make a demand 
of fo many knives, powder, ball, fufees, axes, kettles, &c. ; in fine, every one fhews 
what he has, and mentions what he expects in exchange: and fo when the bargain is 
concluded, they deliver and receive their goods upon the end of a ftick. As thefe 
pitiful fellows ufe the precaution of not going on board our boats, fo we take care not 
to fuffer too great a number of canoes to furround us ; for they have carried off oftener 
than once, fome of our fmall veffels, at a time when our feamen were bufied in hauling 
in the fkins, and delivering out the other goods. Here, we are obliged to be very 
vigilant in the night-time, for they know how to make great floops, that will hold thirty 
or forty men, and run as faft as the wind: and it is for this reafon that the Malouins, 
who fih for cod at Petit Nord, and the Spaniards who follow the fame fithery at 
Portochoua, are-obliged to fit in long barks to fcour the coaft and purfue them; for 
almoft every year they furprize fome of’the crew on fhore, and cut their throats, and 
fometimes they carry off the veffel. We are aflured that their number of warriors, or 
men that bear arms, amount to thirty thoufand; but they are fuch cowardly fellows 
that five hundred Cliftinos from Hudfon’s bay, ufed to defeat five or fix thoufand of 
them. They are poflefled of a very large country, extending from over again{tthe ifles 
of Mingan to Hudfon’s Streight. They crofs over to the ifland of Newfoundland 
every day, at the ftreight of Belle Ifle, which is not above feven leagues over ; but they 
never come fo far as Placentia, for fear of meeting with other favages there. 

Hudfon’s Bay adjoins to this terra of Lambrador, and extends from the 52° 30’ to 
the fixty-third of latitude. The origin of its name was this Captain Henry Hudfon, 
an Englithman by birth, obtained a fhip from the Dutch, in order to trace a paflage to 
China through an imaginary ftreight to the northward of North America. He had firft 
formed a defign of going by the way of Nova Zembla; but upon feeing the memoirs of a 
Danith pilot, who was a friend of his, he dropped that thought. This pilot, namely, 
Frederick Anfchild, had fet out from Norway, or Yflandia, {ome years before, with:a 
defign to find out a paffage to Japan by Davis's Streight, which is, the chimerical ftreight 
I {poke of. The firft land he defcried was Savage Bay, feated on the north fide of the 
terra of Labrador; then fweeping along the coatt, he entered a ftreight, which about 
twenty or thirty years afterwards, was chriftened Hudfon’s Streight. After that, fteer- 
ing to the weitward, he came upon fome coa(ts that run north and fouth ; upon which 
he ftood to the north, flattering himfelf with the hopes of finding an open paflage to 
crofs the fea of Jeffo ; but after failing to the latitude of the polar circle, and running 
the rifk of perithing upon the ice, (I do not know how often,) without meeting with any 
paflage or open fea, he took up a refolution of turning back ; but the feafon was then 
fo far advanced, and the ice fo covered up the furface of the water, that he was forced 
ta put into Hudfon’s Bay, and winter there in a harbour, where feveral favages furnifhed 
his crew with provifions and excellent {kins . As foon as the fea was open, he returned 
to Denmark. Now, Captain Hudfow being afterwards acquainted with this Dane, 
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undertook ‘upon: his journals-to attempt -a paffage to Japan through the freight of 
Davis ; but the enterprize failed, as well as that of one Button, and fome others. How- 
ever, Hudfon putinto the bay that now goes by his name, where he receiveda great 
quantity of fkins from the favages ; after that, he difcovered New Hollind, which iy 
riow called New York, and fome other countries retaining to New England: upon the 
whole, it is not fair to call this ftreight and this bay by the name of Hudfon,; in regard 
that the abovementioned Dane, Frederick Anfchild, was the firft difeoverer of them : he 
being the firft European that defcried the countries of North America, and chalked out . 
the way to the others. Upon this Hudfon’s journals, the Englifh made feveral attempts 
to fettle a commerce with the Americans: The great quantity of beaver-fkins and other 
furs that he purchafed of the favages while he wintered in the bay, put the notion into 
the heads of fome Englith merchants, who thereupon formed a company for the carrying 
on of this new commerce. With this view, they fitted out fome fhips under the com- 
mand-of Captain Nelfon, who loft fome of them in the ice not far from the ftreight 
having efcaped narrowly himfelf. However, he entered the bay, and placed himfelf at 
the mouth of a greatriver, which rifes towards the lake of the Afimpouals, and falls 
into the bay at a place where he built a redoubt, and mounted fome cannon upon it. 
In the fpace of three or four years after the Englifh made fome other little forts near 
that river, which proved a confiderable baulk to the commerce of the French, who found 
that the favages who ufed to deal with them in furs on the north fide of the Upper Lake; 
Were not then to be feen. - 
It came to pafs in: procefs of time, but how I cannot tell, that one Ratiffon, and one 
Grozileer, met, in that great lake, fome Cliftinos, who. promifed to condyd& them to 
the bottom of the bay, where the Englifh had not yet penetrated. In effed, the 
Cliftinos were as good as their word; for they fhewed them the place they fpoke ofj 
befides feveral other rivers upon which there was a fair profpect of making fuch fettles . 
ments as would carry ona great trade in fkins with feveral favage nations. Thefe two 
Frenchmen returned to the Upper Lake, the fame way that they went, and from thence 
_made the beft of their way to Quebec, where they offered to the chief merchants of the 
place, to carry thips to Hudfon’s Bay; but their projeé was rejected; in fine, having: 
met with this repulfe, they went to France, in hopes of a more favourable hearing at 
court: but after the prefenting of memorial upon memorial, and {pending a great deak 
of money, they were treated as whimfical fellows. Upon, that occafion the King of 
England’s ambaffador did not lofe the opportunity-of perfuading them to go to London, 
where they met with fuch a favourable reception, that they got feveral fhips, which they 
carried to the bay, not without difficulty, and built feveral forts in different places, that 
did great fervice in promoting the commerce. Then the court of France repented, 
though too late, that shey did not give car to their memorials; and finding no other 
remedy, refolved to diflodge the Englith at any rate. In effect, they attacked. them 
vigoroully by fea and land, and difpoffeffed them ofall their forts, excepting Fort Nelfon, 
where they could not expeét fuch an ealy conqueft. Some years after, the Englith 
refolved to ufe their utmoft efforts to retake thefe pofts;. and their refolution was 
crowned with fuccefs, for they diflodged the French in their turn ; and at this day the 
French are making preparations to repay them in their own coin. . 
‘That country is fo cold for feven or cight months of the year, that the fet freezes ten: 
feetdeep, the trees and the very ftones fplit; thefnow is-ten or twelve fect deep upon the 
ground, for above fix months of the year, and during that feafoa no body can ftir out 
of doors, without running the rifk of having their nofe, ears and feet mortified by the 
cold. The paffage from Europe to that cquatry is fo diflicule and dngerous, by reafon 
7 . 
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of the ice and the currerits, that one muft be reducéd to the laft degree of mifery; er-be 
Blind to a foolifh height, that undertakes fuch a wretched voyage. , 

It is now time to pafs from Hudfon’s Bay, to the Superior or Upper Lake. Itis. 
eafier to make this voyage upon paper than to go attually through it; for you mult 
fail almoft ahundred leagues up the river of Michakandibi, which is fo rapid ad full of 
cataracts, that a light canoe worked by fix watermen, fhall not fail them under thirty or’ 
thirty-five days. At the head of this river we meet with a little lake of the fame name, | 
from whence we-are obliged to a land-carriage of feven leagues, to get at the river of 
Michipikoton, which we run down in ten or twelve days; though at the fame time we: 
have feveral land-carriages upon it: for going down this river we pafs feveral cataracts,, 
where we are obliged: either to carry our canoes by land, or to drag them back-again.. 
Thus we arrive at the Upper Lake, which is reckoned to be five hundred Jeagues in. 
circumference, including the windings of the creeks and little gulphs. ‘This little freth- 
water fea is calm enough from the beginning of May to the end of September. | ‘Ihe: 
fouth fide is'the fafelt. for the canoes, by reafon of the many bays and; little rivers, where 
one may put in, in cafe of a ftorm. : ‘Thereis no fettled favage nation upen the brinks of 
the lake; that I know of. It is true indeed, that in fummer, feveral northern nations. 
cothe to hunt and fith in thefe parts, and bring with them the beaver-fkins they. have got 
in the'winter, in order to truck with the coureurs de bois, who do not fail to. meet them: 
there every year. The places where the interview-happens, are Bagouafch, Lemipifaki,. 
and Chagouamigon. It is fome years fince M. Dulhut built a fort of pales or ftakes. 
upon this lake, where he had. large magazines of all forts of goods. That fort was 
called Camaniftigoyan, and did confiderable differvice to the Englith fettlements, in 
Hudfon’s Bay ; by reafon that it faved feveral nations the trouble of tranfporting their 
fkins'to that bay. Upon that-lake we find copper mines, the metal of which is fo fine 
and plentiful, that there is not 4 feventh part loft from the ore. It has fome pretty large: 
iflands, which are replenifhed with elks and wild.affes ;. but there is fcarce any that goes: 
to hunt upon them, by reafon of the danger of croffing over: in fine, this lake abounds - 
with fturgeons, trouts, and white fith. he climate is almoft unfufferably cold. for fix 
months of the year;-and the fnow joined to the froft, commonly freezes the water of the: 
lake for ten or twelve leagues over. 

From the Superiour or Upper Lake, I fteered to that of Hurons, to which I allot four, 
Kandred leagues in circumference. Now to. make this lake, you muft fail down by 
thie fall called Saut St. Mary, which I defcribed in my fifteenth letter, This lake - 
is fituated in a fine climate, as you will perceive from the map. The north-fide of 
it_is beft for-the navigation of canoes, by reafon of the frequency.of ifles which: . 
afford fhelter in bad weather.. The fouth fide is pleafanter and more convenient for the - 
hunting of deer, which are there very plentiful. The figure of this lake comes near 
to an equilateral triangle. Of all its ifles, that called Mamnitoualin. is the moft.con- 
fiderable, being above twenty leagues long, and. ten broad... In former. times, the 
Qutaouas of the nations of Talon and Sable dwelt in it; but the dread they were under 
upon the account of the Iroquefe, obliged both them and their neighbours to retire to 
Mifflimakinac. That part of the continent that faces this ifland, is inhabited . by the 
Nockes and the Miffitagues, in two different villages which are twenty leagues diftant 
the one from the other. ‘Towards the eaft end of this ifland, .we fall in with the river 
des Francois, which I- took notice of in my fixteenth letter.. It is as broad .as tne - 
Seine is at Paris, and runs not above forty leagues in length from its fource in the: 
take Nepicerini, to its mouth. To, the north-weft of this river there lies the bay of: . 


Toranto, which is twenty. or. five-and-twenty leagues-long, and. fifteen broad at ip 
: mouth... 
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mouth: ‘This bay receives a river that fprings from a little lake of the fame name, and 
form feveral catara€ts that are equally impracticable both upon the afcent and defcent. 
Upon the fide of this river you will fee a man’s head marked in my map, which fignifies 
a lege village of the Hurons, that was deftroyed by the Iroquefe. You may go fron 
the fource of this river to the Lake Frontenac, by making a land-carriage to the river 
of Tanaovate, that falls into that lake. Upon the fouth fide of the Bay of Toronto, 
you fee the fort called Fort Suppofe, which I mentioned in my twenty-third letter, and 
about thirty leagues to the fouthward of that, you find the country of Theo- 
nontate, which being formerly inhabited by the Hurons, was entirely depopulated by 
the Troquefe. 

From thence I pafs dire€y to my fort, without amufing you with the different 
landfcapes 1 met with in the fpace of thirty leagues. ‘That fort I have fpoke fo often 
of already, that without ftopping there, I fhall run direétly to the Bay of Sakinac, 
reckening it needlefs at the fame time to take any notice of the many fhelves and 
rocks that lie hid under the water for two leagues off the coat. This bay is fixteen 
or feventeen leagues long, and fix broad at its mouth ; in the middle of which we meet 
with two little iflands, that are very ferviceable to the paffengers ; for if it were not for 
the conveniency of putting in there, they would be obliged for the moft part, rather to 
march quite round the bay, than to run the hazard of croffing dire@tly over in a canoe, 
The river of Sakinac falls into the bottom of the bay. This river runs fixty leagues 
in fength, with a gentle current, having only three little cataracts that one maf fhoot 
without danger. It is as broad as the Seine is at Seve bridge. Once in two years the 
Outaouas and the Hurons are wont to hunt great quantities of beavers upon the con- 
fines of the river of Sakinac. Between the river I now fpeak of, and Miffilimakinac, 
we meet with no place that is worth our regard. As for Miffilimakinac itfelf, I have 
already impaited to you all that I can fay of that poft,, which is of fo great importance 
to our commerce, and at the fame time fent you a draught of it. 1 thall therefore 
purfue my courfe to the Lake Errie, remembering that I defcribed the Illinefe lake in 
my fixteenth letter. ‘ 

‘The lake Errie is juftly dignified with the illuftriou’ name of Conti ; for affuredly it 
isthe fineft lake upon earth. You may judge of the goodnels of the climate, from the 
latitudes of the countries that furround it. Its circumference extends to two hundred 
and thirty leagues; but it affords every where fuch a charming profpect, that its banks are 
decked with cak-trees, elms, chefnut-trees, walnut-trees, apple-trees, plum-trees, and 
vines which bear their fine clufters up to the very top of the trees, upon a fort of 
ground that lies as fmooth as one’s hand. Such ornaments as thefe are fufficient to 
give rife to the moft agreeable idea of a landfcape in the world. I cannot exprefs what 
vatt quantities of deer and turkies are to be found in thefe woods, and in the vaft meads 
that lie upon the fouth fide of the lake. At the bottom of the lake, we find wild 
beeves upon the banks of two pleafant rivers that difembogue into it, without cataracts 
or rapid currents. It abounds with fturgeon and white fih ; but trouts are very fearce 
in it, as well as the other fifh that we take in the lakes of Hurons and Illinefe. It is 
clear of fhelves, rocks, and banks of fand; and has fourteen or ‘fifteen fathom water. 
The favages aflure us, that it is never difturbed with high winds, but in the months’ of 
December, January, and February, and even then but feldom, which ifideed I am 
very apt to believe, for we had but very few ftorms when I wintered in my fort in-1688, 
though the fort lay onen to the Lake of Hurons. The banks of this lake are commonly 
frequented by none but warriors, whether the Iroquefe, the Illinefe, the Oumamis, &cs 


and it is very dangerous to ftop there. By this means it comes to pals, that the flags, 
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yxoe-bucks, and turkies run in great bodies up and down the fhore, .all round:the lake. 
In former times the Errieronons and the Andaftogueronons, lived upon-the confines of 
the Jake, but they were extirpated by the Iroquefe, as well as the other nations marked 
in the map. s 
Upon the north fide of the lake we defery a point of land that fhoots fifteen leagues 
into the main ; and about thirty leagues beyond that to the eaftward, we meet with a 
fmall river that takes its rife near the Bay of Ganarafke, in the Lake of Frontenac; 
and would afford a fhort paffage from the one lake to the other, if it were not encum- 
bered with cataracts. From thence to the ftreight or mouth of the lake, you have 
thirty leagues ; the ftreight being a league over, and fourteen leagues long. Upon 
this freight you fee Fort Suppofe marked in the map, which is one of the forts that I 
‘ mentioned in my 23d letter. From that imaginary fort to the river of Condé, we have 
twenty leagues. . ‘ 

The river of Condé runs fixty leagues in length without cataraéts, if we may credit 
the favages; who aflured me, that one may go fromits fource to another river that falls 
into the fea, without any other land-carriage than one of a league in length, between 
the river and the other. I faw only the mouth of the firft river, where our-Outaouas 
tried their limbs, as 1 told you in my fifteenth Igtter. The iflands that you fee marked 
in,the map at the bottom of the Lake Errie, are replenithed with ree-bucks and with 
fruit trees which nature has generoufly provided, in order to entertain the turkies, 
pheafants, and deer with their fruit. In fine, if there were a clear and free paflage for 
veffels from Quebec to this lake, it might be made the fineft, the richeft, and the moft 
fertile kingdom in the world; for over and above all the beauties I have mentioned, 
there are excellent filver mines about twenty leagues.up the country, upon a certain 
hill, from whence the favages brought us great lumps, that have yielded that precious 
metal with little wafte. 

From the Lake Errie, I fteer my courfe to that of Frontenac, which I could not 
forbear to fpeak of in my feventh and feventeenth letters. ‘This lake (as I intimated 
above) is two hundred and eighty leagues in circumference, its figure is oval, and its 
depth runs between twenty and twenty five fathom. On the fouth fide it receives féveral 
little rivers, particularly thofe of the Tfonontouans, of the Onnontagues, and of the 
Famine; on the north fide it is joined by the rivers of Ganarafke and of Teonontate. 
Its fides are decked with tall trees, and the ground is indifferent even and level, for it 
has no fteep coafts. On the north fide we meet with feveral little gulfa. You may go 
from this lake to that of Hurons, by going up the river Tanaouate, from whence you 
havea land-caryiage of fix or eight leagues to the river of Toronto, which falls into it., 
You may likewife have a paflage from the Lake of Frontenac, to that of Errie, through 
the Bay of Ganarafke, by making a land-carriage from thence toa little river that is full 
of cataradts. The villages of the Onnontagues, Tfonontouans, Goyogouans, and 
Onhoyoutes, are not far diftant from the Lake of Frontenac. Thefe Iroquefe nations 
are very advantageoufly feated. They have a pleafant and fertile country; but they 
want roe-bucks and turkies, as well as fith, of which their rivers are altogether deftitute, 
infomuch that they are forced to fifh in the lake, and to broil or dry their fith with a 
fire, in order to keep them and tranfport them to their villages. They are in like 
manner forced to range out of their own territories, in queft of beaver in the winter time, 
either cowards Ganarafke, or to the fides of the Lake of Toronto, or elfe towards the 
great river of the Outaouas; where it would be an eafy matter to cut all their throats, 
by purfuing the courfe I laid down in my letters. I have already touched upon the 
Forts of Frontenac and Niagara ; as well as-upon the river of St. Lawrence, which wae 
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takes leave of the lakes, and purfues a more compaé: courfe to Monreal a Quebec, 
where its waters mingling with thofe of the fea become fo brackith that hey are not 
drinkable. é . “ 
It remains only to give you.a defcription of Acadia, and the ifland.of Newfoundland, 
‘which are two countries that differ widely from one another. The coat of Acadia 
extends from Kenebeki, one of the frontiers.of New-England, to l’Ifle Percée, tiear 
the mouth of the river of St. Laurence. This fea-coaft runs almoft three hundred 
. deagues in length, and has upon it two great navigable bays, naniely, the bay called 
Francoife, and the bay des Chaleurs. It"has a great many little rivers, the mouths‘ of 
which are deep, and clean enough for the greateft fhips. Thefe rivers would afford a 
plentiful falmon-fithery, if there was any body to undertake it ; and moft of them as 
well as the gulphs that lic before them, furnith fuch cods as we take at the ifle Percee. 
For in the fummer time, that fort of fith make into the coaft in fhoals, efpecially about 
the iflands of Cape Breton and of St. John. —_ It is true; the lattes has no harbours, and 
the former has none that receive any veffel above the burden of a bark ; but if thefe 
two iflands were peopled, the inhabitants might fit out loops to manage the fithery ; 
and towards the latter end of Auguft, when the fifh are cured and ready, the thips 
might come to’an anchor near the land, and fo take them in. Two gentlemen of the 
-name of Amour of Quebec, have a fettlement for beaver-hunting upon the river of 
St. John; which is a very pleafant river, and adorned with fields that are'very fertile 
in grain. It is navigable for twelve leagues up, from its mouth. Between the point 
of Acadia, and the ifland of Cape Breton, there is a channel or ftreight about two 
leagues in breadth, which is deep enough to carry the greateft fhips in France. It is 
called the Pafs des Canceaux, and would be much more frequented than it is, if the 
imerchantmen bound to Canada, would fet out from France about the 15th of March ; 
for then they might pafs that way, being affured of a clear paflage at all feafons 
“of the year, whereas the channel of Cape de Raye, is oftentimes covered with ice 
in April: and by this contrivance, the fhips would arrive at Quebec in the beginning 
-of May. : 
Moll of the countries of Acadia abound with corn, peafe, fruit and pulfe ; and have 
a plain diftin@tion of the four feafons of the year, notwithftanding that it is extremely 
cold for three months in winter. Several places of Acadia afford mafts as {trong as 
thofe we have from Norway ; and if there: were occafion, all forts of fhips might be 
built there: for if you will believe the carpenters, the oak of that country is better than 
eursin Europe. In a word, it is a very fine country ; the climate is indifferently tem- 
perate, the air is pure and wholefome, the waters clear and light, and: there is good 
accommodation for hunting, fhooting and fifhing. The animals that we meet with 
there moft commonly are beavers, otters, and fea-calves, all of them being very 
numerous. ‘Thofe who love meat are indebted to the doétors, who perfuaded the popes 
4o metamorphofe thefe terreftial animals into fith ; for they are allowed to eat of them 
‘without fcruple in the time of Lent. To be-plain, the knowledge I have of that country 
- makes me forefee that the Englith will be mafters of it fome time or other. I could 
Sive very plaufible reafons for the prophecy. They have already begun to ruin the 
commerce that the French had with the favages, and in a fhort time, they will compafs 
its intire deftruction.. The French they will prize their goods too high, though they 
are not fo good as thole of the Englifh; and yet the Englith fell their commodities 
cheaper. It were a pity that we fhould tamely leave to the Englifh a country, the 
conqueft of which they have attempted fo often, in confideration of our fir-trade and 
cod-fithing. It is impoffible to hinder them to poffefs themfelves of the fettlqnents 


upon 
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upon the coaft of Acadia, by reafon that they lie at fuch a diftance from one another ; 
fo that they will certainly fucceed in fuch enterprizes, as indeed they have done 
already. The French governors, they a& with the fame view as many of thofe who 
are employed in pofts beyond fea. ‘They look upon their place as a gold-mine given 
them, in ordcr to enrich themfelves; fo that the publick good muft always march 
behind private intereft. M. de Meneval fuffered the Englifh to poflefs themfelves of 
Port Royal, becaufe that place was covered with nothjng but fingle pailifadoes. 
But why was it not better fortified? I can, tell you the reafon; he thought he had 
time enough to fl his pockcts before the E:nglifh would attack it. ‘This governor 
fucceeded to M. Perrot, who was broke with difgrace, for having made it his chief 
bufinefs to enrich himfelf; and after returning to France, went back again with feveral 
fhips laden with goods, in order to fet up for a private merchant in that country. 
While M. Perrot was governor, he fuffered the Englith to poffefs themfelves of 
feveral advantageous polts, without offéring to ftir, His chief bufinefs was to go in 
barks from river to river, in order to traffic with the favagcs: and after he was dif. 
graced, he was not contented with a commerce upon the coafts of Acadia, but would 
needs extend it to the Englifh plantations; but it coft him dear, for fome pirates 
fell in with him, and after feizing his barks, ducked himfelf, upon which he died 
immediately. : 

‘The three principal favage nations that live upon the coafts of Acadia are the 
Abenakis, the Mikemak, and the Canibas. There are fome other erratic nations, 
who go and come from Acadia to New England, and go by the names of Mahingans, 
Soccokis, and Openango. The firft three (having fixed habitations) are entirely in 
the interefts of the French ; and I muft fay, that in time of war they gall the Englifh 
colonies with their incurfions fo’ much that we ought to take care to perpetuate a 
good underftanding between them and us. The baron of Saint Cafteins, a gentleman 
of Oleron in Bearn, having lived among the Abenakis after the favage way, for above 
twenty years, is fo much refpected by the favages, that they look upon him as their 
tutelar god. He was formerly an officer of the Carignan regiment in Canada; and 
upon the breaking of that regiment, threw himfelf among the favages, whofe language 
he had Jearned. He married among them after their fafhion, and preferred the forelts 
of Acadia to the Pyrenzan mountains that encompafs the place of his nativity : for 
the firft years of his abode with the favages he behaved himfelf fo as to draw an 
inexpreffible efteem for them. ‘They made him their great chief or leader, who is in 
a manner the fovereign of the nation ; and by degrees he has worked himfelf, into fuch 
a fortune, which any man but he would have made ufe of, as to draw out of that country 
above two or three hundred thoufand crowns, which he has now in his pocket, in good 
dry gold. But all the ufe he makes of it is, to buy up goods for prefents to his fellow 
favages, who upon their return from hunting, prefent him with beaver-fkins to a 
treble value. The governors-general of Canada keep in with him, and the governors 
of New England are afraid of him. He has feveral daughters, who are all of them 
married very handfomely to Frenchmen, and had good dowrics. He has never changed 
his wife; by which means he meant to give the favages to underftand, that God 
does not love inconftant folks. It is faid, that he endeavoured to convert thefe poor 
people, but his endeavours proved fuccetslefs ; fo that it is in vain for the Jefuits to 
preacH up the truths of Chriftianity to them ; though after all, thefe good fathers are 
not difcouraged ; nay, they think that the adminiltering of baptifm to a dying child 
fs worth ten times the pains and uneafinefs of living among that people. 

YY 
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Port Royal, the capital or the only city of Acadia, is in effet no more than a little 
paltry town, that is fomewhat enlarged fince the war broke out in 1689, by the 
acceflion of the inhabitants that lived near Bofton, the metropolitan of New England. 
A great many of thefe people retired to Port Royal upon the apprehenfion that the 
Englith would pillage them, and carry them into their country. M. de Meneval 
furrendered this place to the Englifh, as I faid before; he could not maintain fuch a 
poft with the handful of men that he had, becaufe the pallifadoes were low, and out 
of order. He made a capitulation with the commander of the party that made the 
attack ; but the Englith officer broke his word to him, and ufed him both ignominoufly 
and harfhly. Port Royal is feated in the latitude of 44 degrees and 40 minutes, upon 
the edge of a very fine bafin, which is a league broad, and two leagues long, having at 
the entry about fixteen or eighteen fathoms water on one fide, and fix or feven on the 
other ; for you muft know that the ifland called V’Ifle aux Chevres, which ftands in 
the middle, divides the channel into two. There is excellent anchorage all over the 
bafin; and at the bottom of it there is a cape or point of land that parts two rivers, at 
which the tide rifes ten or twelve feet. Thefe rivers are bounded by pleafant meads, 
which in {pring and autumn are covered with all forts of freth water-fowl. In fine, 
Port Royal is only a handful of houfes two ftory high, and has but few inhabitants of 
any note. It fubfifts upon the traffick of the fkins which the favages bring thither to 
truck for European goods. In former times the farmer’s company had magazines in 
this place, which were under the care of the governors. I could eafily mention fome 
of eit if | were not apprehenfive that thefe memoirs may be feen by others befides 

ourfelf, 

4 ‘The ifland of Newfoundland is three hundred leagues in circumference. It lies at 
the diftance of fix hundred and fifty leagues from France, and forty or fifty leagues from 
the bank of the fame name. The fouth fide of the ifland belongs to the French, who 
have feveral fettlements there for the fifhing of cod. The eatt fide is inhabited by the 
Englith, who are poffeffed of feveral confiderable potts, fituated in certain ports, bays, 
and havens, which they have taken care to fortify. The weft of the ifland is wafte, and 
it was never yet poffeffed. ‘The ifland is of a triangular figure, and is full of mountains 
and impracticable forefts. It has fome great_meadows, or rather heaths, which are 
covered with a fort of mofs inftead of grafs. The foil of this country is good for nothing, 
as being a mixture of gravel, fand and ftones; fo that the fifhery was the only motive 
that induced the French and the Englith to fettle there. It affords great {tore of game, 
water-fowl, partridges and hares; but as for the ftags, it is almoft impoflible to come at 
them, by reafon that the mountains are fo high, and the woods fo thick. In this ifland, 
as welt as in that of Cape Breton, we find porphyry of feveral colours; and care has 
been taken to fend to France fome pieces of it for a pattern, which were found to be very 
pretty, only they were hard to cut. [have feen fome of them that were red ftreaked 
with green, and feemed to be extremely fine; but the mifchief is, it fplits fo when 
it is taken out of the quarries, that it cannot be made ufe of, but by way of 
incruttation. 

This ifland of Cape Breton affords likewife black marble, ora fort of brefche with 
grey veins, which is hard and not eafily polithed. ‘This ftone is apt.to fplit, for it is not 
equally hard, and it has knots init. ‘There are no fettled favages in the ifland of New- 
foundland, It is true, the Efkimaux do fometimes crofs over to it at the ftreight of 
Belle-Ifle in great floops, with intent to furprife the crew of the fifhermen upon the 
coait called Petit Nord. Our fettlements are at Placentia, at the ifland of St, Peter, and 
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in the bay of Trepaffez. From Cape Rafe to Chapeau Rouge the coaft is very 
clean, but from Chapeau Rouge to Cape Raye the racks render it dangerous. 
There are two confiderable inconveniences, that attend the landing upon this 
ifland. Inthe firft place, the fogs are here fo thick in the fummer, for twenty 
leagues off into the main, that the ableft and moft expert failor dare not ftand into the 
land while they laft; fo that all fhips are obliged to lie by for a clear day, in order to 
make the land. The fecond inconveniency, which is yet greater, proceeds from 
the currents which run to and again, without any perceivable variation, by which means 
the fhips are fometinres drove in upon the coaft, when they reckon upon ten leagues 
offing. But, which is worft of all, the infenfible motion of the rolling waves throws 
them infenfibly upon the rocks, which they cannot poffibly avoid, for want of ground 
to anchor upon. It was by this means that the King’s fhip, the Pretty, was loft in 1692, 
as well as a great many others upon feveral occafions. 

Of all our fettlements in North America Placentia is the poft of the greateft import. 
ance and fervice to the King, in regard that it isa place of refuge to the fhips that are 
obliged to put into a harbour, when they go or come from Canada, and even to thofe 
which come from South America, when they want to take in frefh water or provifions, 
and have fprung their mafts, or been damaged in a ftorm. This place is fituated in the 
hatiude of 47 degrees and fomeminutes,almoft at the bottom of the bay that goes by the 
fame name. The bay 1s ten or twelve leagues broad, and twenty odd leagues long. The 
fort ftands upon the fide of a neck or narrow ftreight, which is fixty paces over and fix 
fathoms water deep. ‘Lhe fhips that enter into the port are obliged to graze (fo to 
fpeak) upon the angle of the baftions. The port or harbour is a league long, and a 
quarter ofa league over: before the port there is a large, fine road, which is a league 
and ahalf wide: but lies fo bleak to the north-weft and weft-north-weft winds, the 
ftrongeft and moft boifterous winds that are, that neither cables nor anchors, nor large 
ftout fhips can withftand their furious fhocks; though indeed thefe violent ftorms 
feldom happen but in the latter end of autumn. The fame year that the Pretty was loft, 
the King loft another of 69 guns, called the Good; in this road; and if the four or five 
other fhips that belong to the fame fquadron, had not taken the precaution of fteer- ' 
ing into the port, they had certainly underwent the fame fate. This road then which is 
only expofed to the north-weft and weft-north-weft winds, has fome hidden rocks on 
the north fide, befides thofe at Point Verte, where feveral of the inhabitants are wont 
to fith. All thefe things you may fee plainly upon the plan that Ifent you along with 
my 23d letter. 

Commonly there comes thirty or forty fhips from France to Placentia every year, 
and fometimes fixty. Some come with intent to fith, and others have no other defign 
than to truck with the inhabitants, who live in the fummer-time on the other fide of the 
fort. The ground upon which their houfes ftand, is called La grand Grave, for in 
effec they have nothing but gravel to fpread their cod-fifh upon, in order to have them 
dried by the fun after they are falted. The inhabitantsand the French fithermen fend 
their floops every day two leagues off the port-to purfue the fifhery ; and fometimes 
the floops return fo over-loaded, that they are in a manner buried in the water. You 
cannot imagine how deep they fink, and it is impoffible you fhould believe it unlefs you 
faw it. The fifhery commences in the beginning of June, and is at an end about the 
middle of Auguft. In the harbour they catch a little fort of a fifh, which they put upon 
their hooks as a bait for the cod. 

- Placentia isin great want of gravel, which occafions the thinnefs of the inhabitants. 
If the governors preferred the King’s fervice to avarice they might make it a con- 
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fiderable poft, and a great many. would make gravel-walks at their own charge; but as 
Jong as the governors prey upon the fortunes of private men under the fair pretence of 
the King’s fervice, which 1s always in their mouths, I cannot fee that this fettlement 
will ever be enlarged or improved. Does not the governor difgrace his Prince, and 
fink the charaéter of his poft, in turning fifherman, merchant, vintner, and acting in the 
way of a thoufand meaner and more mechanical trades? Is not this a piece of tyranny ? 
To force the inhabitants to buy what goods they want out of fuch and fuch a fhip, and 
to fell their cod to fuch other fhips as the governor is interefted in, and that asa princi- 
pal owner ; to appropriate to himfelf the rigging and tackle of the fhips that are caft 
away upon the coaft, to ftop the crew of merchantmen for his own fifhery, to fell 
habitations or fettlements, to ftifle the bidding up for effets fold by way of auction that 
he may ingrofs them by his fole authority, to change the provifions laid up in magazines 
for his Majefty’s troops, to carry off the good bifcuit and put bad in the room of it, 
to make fo much beef and bacon for the fubfiftence of the garrifon, to force the inha- 
bitants to fend their fervants and carpenters to fome work in which his Majefty’s 
fervice is lefs concerned than his own pocket: thefe, I fay, are things that I take to be 
plain infractions of the orders iffued forth by Lewis the XIV.; thefe are abufes that 
mutt be redreffed, if we would have the King to be well ferved: and yet there is nothing 
done in it. For my part, Iam unacquainted with thereafon of the delay ; thofe that 
have a mind to know had beft afk the deputies of Monfieur de P***. Tam fully per. 
fuaded, that all thefe piracies do not come to the King’s ears, for he is too juft to fuffer 
them. 

To conclude, Placentia bearsneither corn, nor rye, nor peafe, for the foil is good for 
nothing ; not to mention, that if it were as good and as fertile as any in Canada, yet 
nobody would give themfelves the trouble to cultivate it; for one man earns more in 
cod-fifhing in one fummer than ten would do in the way of agriculture. In the great 
bay of Placentia there are fome little harbours, (befides that of the fort) which’ the 
Bifcay fifhermen refort to. Such are the little and the great Burin, St. Laurence, 
Martir, Chapeau Rouge, &c. 


A Lift of the Savage Nations of Canada. 
Thofe in Acadia. 


The Abenakis, 

The Micmac. 

The Canibas. Thefe are all of them good warriors: they are more aétive and 
The Mahingans. >  lefs cruel than the Iroquefe. Their language differs a little 
The Openangos, from that of the Algonkins, 

The Soccokis. 
The Etechemins. J 





The Nations that lie upon the River of St. Laurence, from the Sea to Monreal. 


The Papinachois. ‘ 

The Mountaneers. ‘ Thefe fpeak the Algonkin language. . 
The Gafpefians. 

The Hurons of Loreto, the Iroquefe tongue. 

The Abenakis of Scilleri. . 

The Algonkins, F The Algonkin language. 


The 
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The Agnies of the fall called Saut St. Louis; they fpeak the Iroquefe language, and 
are good warriors. 

The Iroquefe of the mountain of Monreal; they fpeak the Iroquefe language, and 
are a brave people. 


Thofe upon the Lake of Hurens. 


The Hurons, the Iroquefe language. 

The Outaouas. 

The Nockes. . 

The Miffifagues. The Algonkin language. 
The Attikamek. : 


The Outckipoues, alias Sauteurs ; good warriors. 


Upon the Ilinefe Lake, and the adjacent Country. 


Some Illinefe at Chegakou. 
The Oumamis; good warriors. 
The Mafkoutens, 

The Kikapous ; good warriors. 
The Outagamis; good warriors. 
The Malomimis. 

The Ponteouatamis. 

The Ojatinons ; good warriors. 
The Sakis. 


They fpeak the Algonkin language, and are a 
{prightly active fort of people. 


In the Neighbourhood of the Lake of Frontenac. 


The Tfonontouans. 

The Goyoguans. drt fpeak a different language from the Algonkin, 
The Onnotagues. 

The Onnoyoutes and Agnies, at a {mall diftance. 


Near the River of the Outacus. 


The Tabitibi. 

The Monzoni. . 

The Machakandibi. They fpeak the Algonkin language, and all of them 
The Noperen d’Achirini. are very cowardly. 

The Nepifirini. F 

The Temifkamink. ° 


To the North of Mifffipi, and upon the Confines of the Upper Lake, and Hudfon's Bay. 


The Nadcueflis. 

The Affimpouals. 

‘Lhe Sonkafkitons. Thefe foeak Algonkin. 
- The Ouadbatons, : 

The Atintons. J 


The 
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The Cliftinos; brave warriors 
___and aétive brifk men. brie {peak Algonkin, 
The Ekimaux. 4 


A Lift of the Animals of the South Countries of Canada. 


Wild beeves. 
Little ftags or harts, 

Roebucks of three different fpecies.% 
‘Wolves, fuch as we have in Europe. 
Lynxs, fuch as we have in Europe. 
Michibichi, a fort of baftard tyger. 
Ferrets, 
‘Weafels, 
Afh-coloured {qiurrels. 

Hares, 

Rabbits, Qt as we have in Europe, 
Badgers, 

White beavers, very fcarce. 

Reddith bears. 

Muik rats. 

Reddifh foxes, as in Europe. 

Crocodiles in the Miffifipi. 

Offa, an animal like a hare, upon the Miffifipi. 


i fuch as we have in Europe. 


A Lift of the Animals of the North Countries of Canada. 


Orignals or elks. 

Caribous or wild Affes, 

Black foxes. 

Silver-coloured foxes. : 
A fort of wild-cats, called enfans du diable, or the devil’s children, 
Carcaious, an animal not unlike a badger. 

Porcupines. 

Fontereaux, an amphibious fort of little pole-cats. 

Martins. 

Pole-cats, fiich as we have in Europe. 

Black bears. 

‘White bears. 

Siffleurs, an animal that makes a whizzing noife, 

Flying fquirrels, 

White hares. 

Beavers, 

Otters. ; 

Mutk-rats. : . 
Suiffe fquirrels, or a fort of {quirrels whofe hair refembles a Suiffe’s doublet. 
Great harts. 
Sea-wolves or calves. 


A Defeription 
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A Defcription of fuch Animals or Beafts as are not mentioned in the Letters.* 


THE Michibichi is a fort of tiger, only it is lefs than the common tiger, and 
not fo much fpeckled. As foon as it defcries aman, it runs away, and climbs up 
the firft tree it meets with. It attacks all brute animals whatfoever, and conquers 
them with eafe; and, which is very fingular and peculiar to it above all other ani- 
mals, it runs in to the affiftance of the favages, when they purfue bears and wild 
beeves ; upon fuch occafions it makes as if it were afraid of nobody, and fallies out 
with fury upon the hunted animal. The favages call thefe animals fort of manitous, 
that is, {pirits that love men ; and it is upon that fcore they efteem and refpect them 
to fuch a degree that they would choofe rather to die than to kill one of them. 

The white beavers are much valued upon the account of their being uncommon, 
though, at the fame time, their hair is neither fo large nor fo fine as that of the com. 
mon beavers. As there are but few of thefe white beavers, fo thofe which are quite 
black are very fcarce. 

‘The reddifh bears are mifchievous creatures, for they fall fierccly upon the huntfmen, 
whereas the black ones fly from them. ‘he former fort are lefs, and more nimble 
than the latter. 

The crocodiles of Miflifipi are exa@tly the fame with thofe of the Nile and other 
places. [I have {een that crocodile that is at Engolifma in Aquitaine, and find that it 
has the fame figure with thefe, only it is fomewhat lefs. The moft ufual method that 
the favages have for taking them alive is to throw great wreaths or cords made of the 
bark of trees with a running-knot upon their neck, the middle of their body, their 
paws, &c. After they are thus feized, they fhut them up between ten or twelve ftakes, 
and there tie them after their belly is turned upwards. While they lie in this pofture 
they flay them without touching their head or their tail, and give them a coat of fir- 
bark, to which they fet fire, having cut the ropes that kept them faft. Upon fuch 
occafions thefe animals make a fearful howling and crying. ‘To conclude, the favages 
are frequently fwallowed up by thefe creatures, whether in fwimming over a river, or 
in fleeping upon its banks, “Ariofto in the 68th diapafon of his 15th fong, gives this 
defcription of a crocodile : : 


Vive fab lito & dentro a la Riviera, 
Ei Corpi Umani fon le fue vivande, 
De le perfone mifere 2 incaute, 
Di viandantié dinfelice naute. 


That is, it lives both in the river and upon its banks it fquathes people with its 
murdering tooth ; it feeds upon the bodies of poor travellers, of unfortunate paffengers 
and failors. 

‘The offa ‘are little animals like hares, and refemble them in every thing excepting 
the ears and hind-feet.. ‘They run, and cannot climb. Their females have a bag under 
their belly, where their young ones enter upon a purfuit, in order to fave themfelves 
along with the mother, who immediately betakes herfelf to flight. 


* The animals of the fouth countries. 


3 The 
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The filver-coloured foxes* are of the fame fhape with thofe of Europe, as well as 
the black ones. The black ones are very fcarce, and whoever catches one, is fure to 
fell it for its weight in gold. This fpecies is met with only in the coldeft countries, 

The white bears are a monftrous animal, and extraordinary long; their head has a 
formidable afpeat, and their hair is very large and thick; they are fo fierce, that they 
will come and attack a floop in the fea, with feven or eight men in it. It is faid, that 
they will fwim fix or feven leagues without being tired. They live upon fith and fhell 
upon the fea-fhore, from whence they feldom ftraggle far. I never faw but one of 
them in my life-time, which had certainly torn me to pieces if I had not {pied it at a 
diftance, and fo had time to run back for fhelter to Fort Lewis at Placentia. 

The flying-fquirrels are as big as a large rat, and of agreyifh white colour. They 
‘are as drowly as thofe of the other fpecies are watchful. They are called flying-fquir- 
rels, in regard that they fly from one tree to another, by the means of a certain fkin 
which ftretches itfelf out in the form of a wing when they make thefe little flights. 

The white hares are only fuch in winter, for as foon’as the fpring comes on, they 
begin to turn greyifh, and by degrees recover the fame colour as our hares have in 
France, which they hold till the end of autumn. 

The Suiffe {quirrels are little animals, refembling little rats. The epithet of Suiffe 
is beftowed upon them, in regard that the hair which covers their body is ftreaked 
with black and white, and refembles a Suiffe’s doublet ; and that thefe ftreaks make a 
ring on each thigh, which bears a great deal of refemblance to a Suiffe’s cap. 

The large ftags are neither larger nor thicker than thofe we have in Europe ; but 
they are called large in proportion to two other fpecies of harts that frequent the fouth- 
ern countries. The leffer fort affords the moft delicious meat. 

The fea-wolves, which fome call fea-calves, are as big as maftifis. They are almoft 
always in the water, or at leaft they never go far from the fea-fide, Thefe animals 
do not walk fo much as they crawl, for when they raife themfelves out of the water, 
they only creep upon the fand or clay. ‘Their head has the form of an otter’s head, 
and their feet, which haveno legs, refemble thofe of a goofe. ‘The female kind bring 
forth their young ones upon the rocks, or upon fome little iflands, juft by the fea; 
The fea-wolves live upon fifh, and refort to cold countries. ‘There is a prodigious 
number of them about the mouth of the river of St. Lawrence. ; 

As for the remaining animals of Canada, I gave you an account of them in my let- 
ters. I will not offer to fhew you what methods the favages take to catch or kill all 
thefe animals, for fuch an undertaking would be endlefs. ‘This I can affure you of in 
the general, that they rarely go a hunting to no purpofe, and that they make no ufe 
of their dogs but in the hunting of elks, and fometimes in hunting of beavers, 
as you {hall fee under the head of the diverfions of hunting and fhooting among the 
favages. 


A Lift of the Fowl or Birds that frequent the South Countries of Canada. 


Vultures. 

Huards, a river-fowl as big as a goofe. 
Swans, 

Black geefe, é fuch as we have in Europe. 
Black ducks, 


® Theanimals or beafts of the north countries. 
Plungeons, 
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Plungeons, 
Coots, 
Rayles, 
Turkeys, 
Red partridges, 

Pheafants. 

Large eagles. 

Cranes, 

Blackbirds, ‘ fuch as we have in Europe. 
Thruthes, 

Wood-pigeons. 

Parrots. 

« Ravens, 
Swallows, 
Several forts of birds of prey that are not known in Europe. 

Nightiagales unknown in Europe, as well as feveral other little birds of different 
colours, particularly that called oifeau mouche, a very little bird refembling a fly ; and 
great quantities of pelicans. 


: fuich as we have in Europe. 


: fuch as we have in Europe. 


The Birds of the North Countries of Canada. 


Fain ee oie Mach as we have in Europe. 
Ducks, of ten or twelve forts. 
Teals. 
Sea-mews. 
Grelans, 
Sterlets. 
Sea-parrose. 
Moyacks. 
Cormorants, 
Heath-cocks, 
Snipes, 
Plungeons, 
Plovers, 
Lapwings, fuch as we have in Europe. 
Herns, 
Courbeious, - 
The water- 
fowl called 
‘Chevalier, 
Bateurs de Faux, a fowl as big asa quail. 
_ White partridges. 
Large black partridges, 
Reddifh partridges, 
‘Woodhens, 
Turtle doves. ? 
White ortolans, a bird no bigger than a Jark. 
VOL. XII : a2 7 Sterlings, 


354 MEMOIRS OF NORTH AMERICA. 


: Sterlings, 
Ravens, 
Vultures, 
Spar-hawks, 

Merlins, like ours in Europe. 
Swallows, 
Becs de Scie, a fort of a duck. 


: fuch as we have in Europe. 


4 Table of the Infects that are found in Canada, 


Adders. 

Afps. 

Rattle-fnakes, 

Lowing frogs. 

Gnats, or midges. 

Gad-bees. 

Brulots, or burning hand-worms, 


A Defcription of fuch Birds as are,not accounted Sor in my Letters, 


THE huards* are a freth-water fowl as big as a goole, and as dull and heavy 
as an afs, They have black and white feathers, a pointed beak, and a very fhort 
neck, They only duck or dive in the fummer, for they cannot ufe their wings ; and 
in that feafon the favages take the diverfion of furrounding them with feven or eight 
canoes, difperfed here and there, and fo obliging them to dive down, when they offer 
to come up to take breath. The favages have entertained me feveral times with this 
agreeable amufement, during the courfe of the voyages I made with them. 

The red partridges are wild and little, and much different from the red partridge 
we have in Europe, as well as the pheafant, whofe feathers being of a white colour 
with black {pecks, make a very agreeable diverfity. 7 

The largeft eagles we find in this country are no bigger than fwans. Their head 
and their tail is white, and they have frequent engagements with a fort of vultgres, 
that commonly have the better of it. In our voyages we had frequent occafions of 
feeing thefe engagements, which laft as long as the eagle can keep up the force of its 
wings. 

"The parrots are met with ig the Ilinefe country, and upon the river of Miffifipi. 
They are very fmall, and are the fame with thofe that we bring from Brazil and 
Cayenne. 

“That fort of nightingale that I faw is of a peculiar form ; for it is of a lefler fize than 
the European, and of a bluith colour, and its notes are more diverfified ; befides, that 
it lodges in the holes of trees, and four or five of them do commonly keep together 
upon the thickeft trees, and with joint notes warble over their fongs. 

The flylike bird is no bigger than one’s thumb, and the colour of its feathers is fo 
changeable, that it is hard to faften any one colour upon it. They appear fometimes 
red, fometimes of a gold colour, at other times they are blue and red; and properly 
fpeaking, it is only the brightnefs of the fun that makes us infenfible of the change of 
its gold and red colours. | Its beak is as fharp as a needle. It flies from flower to 


* The fowl or birda of the Southern Countries. 
7. flower, 
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flower, like a bee, and by its uttering fucks the flowery fap. Sometimes about noon 
it pitches upon the little: branches of -plum-trees or cherry-trees. I have fent fome’ 
of them dead to France, it being impoffible to keep them alive ; and they were looked 
upon as a great curiofity. . . 

There are ten or twelve forts‘of ducks* in thiscountry. Thofe called branchus, 
are the fmalleft indeed, but they are much the prettieft. The feathers upon their 
neck look fo bright, by virtue of the variety and livelinefs of their colours, that a 
fur of that nature would be invaluable in Mufcovy or Turkey. They owe the name 
of branchus to their refting upon the branches of trees. There is another fpecies of 
ducks in this country, that are as black as jackdaws, only their beak and the circle of 
their eyes are red. 

The fea-mews, grelans and fterlets, are fowls that fly inceffantly over feas, lakes, 
and rivers, in order to catch little fith, Their fleth is good for nothing, befides that, 
they have no fubftance of body, though they feem to be as big as pigeons. 

The fea-parrots bear the name of parrots, upon the account that their beak is of the 
fame form with that of the land-parrot. They never quit the fea or the fhore ; and 
are always flying upon the furface of the water, in queft of little fith. Their colour is 
black, and their fize is much the fame with that of a pullet. There are great num- 
bers of them upon the bank of Newfoundland, and near the coaft of the ifland, 
which i feamen catch with hooks covered with a cod’s roe, and hung over the prow 
of the hip. 

The ravacks are a fort of fowl, as big as a goofe, having a fhort neck, anda 
broad foot ; and which is very ftrange, their eggs are half as big again as a fwan’s, 
and yet they areall yolk, and that fo thick, that they muft be diluted with water before 
they can be ufed in pancakes. hae 

The white partridges are as big as our red partridges. Their feet are covered with 
fuch a thick down that they refemble thofe of a young rabbit. ‘They are only feen in 
the winter time, and fome years they are f{carce feen at all ; though on the other hand, 
in other years they are fo plentiful, that you may buy a dozen for ninepence. This 
is the moft ftupid animal in the world ; it fits upon the fnow, and fuffers itfelf to be 
knocked on the head with a pole, without offering to ftir. I am of the opinion, that 
this unaccountable numbnefs is occafioned by its long flight from Greenland to Canada, 
This conjecture is not altogether groundlefs, for it is obferved, that they never come in 
flocks to Canada, but after the continuance of a north or north-eaft wind. 

The black partridges are truly very pretty. They are bigger than ours; and their 
beak, together with the circle of the eyes and the feet, are red ; their plumage being 
of a fhining black colour. Thefe animals are very proud, and feem to have a fenfe of 
their beauty as they walk. They are but very uncommon, as well as the reddith 
partridges, which refemble quails in their bulk and brifknefs, ; 

The white ortolans are only met within winter ; but I am of the opinion, that their 
feathers are naturally of a white colour, and that they retrieve their natural colour in 
the places they retire to, when they difappear in Canada. They are indifferent good 
to eat when they are fat, but that they feldom are, In the winter great quantities of 
them are catched about the barns, with nets ftretched out upon the ftraw. 


* The birds of the Northern Countries. 


ZZz2 A Defcription 
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A Defeription of the InfeGts of Canada. 


THE adders of Canada do no harm at all. The afps indeed are very dangerous, 
when‘the people bathe in the ftagnating water towards the fouth countries, The rattle- 
fnake or founding ferpent is fo called, in regard that at the extremity of its tail it has a 
. fort of a cafe, containing certain bones which make fuch a noife when the ferpent 

creeps along, that it is heard thirty paces off. Thefe ferpents betake themfelves to 

flight when they hear. the found of men’s feet, and commonly fleep in the fun either 
_in green fields, or open woods. They never fting but when they are trod upon, 

The lowing-frogs are fo called with refpe& to their croaking, which founds like the 
lowing of an ox. Thefe frogs are twice as large as thofe we havein Europe. The 
Canada gad-bees are a fort of flies about twice as big as bees, but of the fame form 
with a common fly. They fting only between noon and three o’clock inthe after- 
noon ; but then they doit fo violently that they feteh blood. However it is only upon 
certain rivers that they are met with. . 

The brulots are a fort of hand-worms, which cleave fo hard to the fkin, that their 
pricking occafions the fame fenfe, as if it were a burning coal, or a fpark of fire. 
Thefe little animals are imperceivable, though at the fame time they are pretty 
numerous, 


The Names of the Fifh in the River of St. Lawrence, from its Mouth to the Lakes of 


Canada. 

Balenots, or little whales. « Plaices 7 
A fith almoft as big as a whale, called Smelts. 

fouffleur. Turbots. 
White porpoifes. : Pikes, 
Salmon, fuch as we have in Europe. The gold-coloured fith. 
Eels, Roaches. 
Macrel, as in Europe. Lampreys. 
Herrings. Merles, or f€a-tench. 
Gafperots, a fmall fith like a herring. , Thornbacks. 
Bafes. ; Cungars. 
Shad-fith. * Sea-cows, a kind of porpoifes. 
Cod-fith. 

The Shell Fifh. 

Little lobfters, Cockles. 
Crab-fith. Mufcles. 


The Fifh that are found inthe Lakes of Canada, and inthe Rivers that fall into thems 


Sturgeons, Eels. 2 
The armed fith.. Mullets, 
Trouts. ~ Carp. 


White-fith 
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White-fith. Gull-fith. 
A fort of herrings. Gudgeons. 


The Fifh found in the River of Miffifpi. 


Pikes, fuch as we have in Europe. Tench. 
Carps. Perches. 
Dabs, and feveral others that are not known in Europe. 


A Defeription of the Fifh that are not mentioned in the Letters. 


_ THE balenot * is a fort of a whale, only it is lefs and more flefhy, and does not yield 
oil in proportion to the northern whales. This fith goes fifty or fixty leagues up the 
river. . 

The fouflleurs are much of the fame fize, only they are fhorter and blacker. When - 
they mean to take breath after diving, they iquirt out the water through a hole behind 
their head after the fame manner with the whales. Commonly, they doge the fhips in 
the river of St. Lawrence. 

The white porpoifes are as big as oxen. They always go along with the current ; 
and go up with the tide till they come at frefh water, upon which they retire with the 
ebb water. They are a ghaftly fort of animals, and are frequently taken before 

uebec. 

" The gafperots are a fmall fifh, not unlike aherring. In the fummer time they make 
~ fnto the fhore in fuch fhoals, that the cod-fithers take as many of them as ferves for bait 
for that fithery. ‘Theft fithermen do likewife make ufe of pertogs, when. the feafon 
obliges them to put into the fhore to {pawn, In a word, all the fith that are made ufe 
of fora bait to make the codfith bite at the hook, are called boete in the fifhermen’s 

dialect. ° . 

The gold-coloured fifh are nice food. They are about fifteen inches long ; their 
fcales are yellow, and they are valued very high. : 

The fea-cows, which are a fort of porpoifes, are bigger than the Normandy beeves. 
They have a fort of paws cut like a goofe’s foot, their head refembles that of an otter; 
and their teeth, which are two inches thick, and nine ‘inches long, are reckoned the 
fineft ivory that is. It is faid that they range wide of the fhore, towards fandy and 
marfhy places, : 

The lobfters of this river feem to be exattly the fame with thofe we have in Europe. 

The cockles are of a piece with thofe we have upon the coaft of France, excepting, 
that they are larger, and have a more agreeable tafte, though their flefh feems to par- 
take more of crudity and indigeltion. 

The mufcles of this river are prodigious large, and tafte very well ;. but it is next to- 
an itfpoflibility to eat them without breaking one’s teeth, by reafon of their being ftuffed. 
with pearl; I call it pearl, though the name of gravel or fand.may be more proper,. 

- with refpeét to its value, for I brought to Paris fifty. or fixty of the largeft and fineft, 
which were rated only at a penny a-piece ; notwithftanding that we had broke above: 

two thoufaad mufcles to make up that number. y 

The lake-{turgeons are commonly five or fix foot long ; but [onde faw one of ten. 
foot, and another of twelve in length. The favages catch them with. mets in the: 


' * Thofe between the mouth of the river and the lakes. ‘ 
- winter,, 
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winter, and grapples in the fummer. It isfaid, they havea certain fort of fleth about their 
head, that taftes like beef, mutton, and veal; but I have eat of it feveral times, and 
never could obferve any fuch thing ; which makes me look upon the allegation ‘as 
chimerical. . ig 

The fifh-in-armour is about three foot and a half long. It is defended by fuch 
ftrong and hard fcales, that it is impbffible for any other fith to hurt it. Its enemies 
are trouts and roaches, but it is admirably well provided for the repulfing of their 
attacks, by virtue of its pointed {nout, which isa foot long, and as hard as its fkin. 
It cats very well, and its fleth or fubftance is as firm asit is white. 

The lake dabs or fandings are not above a foot long, but they are very thick all 
over. They are called barbues in French, which an allufion toa certain fort of beards 
that hang down from the fide of their muzzle, and are.as big as ears of corn. Thofe 
which we find in the river of Miffifipi are of a monftrous fize. Both the one 
and the other ‘are catched with’ a hook, as well as with a net 3 and make very good 
victuals. : 

The Miffifipi carps are likewife of an extraordinary fize, and admirably well tafted. 
They are of the fame form with ours. In the autumn they put in towards the fhore, 
and are eafily. catched with a net. 

The largeft trouts we meet with in the lakes are five foot and a half long, and of 
one foot diameter. Their fleth is red, and they are catched with great hooks made _ 
faft to pieces of wire. 

The fith catched in the lakes are better than thofe we take at fea, or in the rivers, 
particularly the white fith, which, for goodnefs and nice eating, are far beyond all the 
other, fpecies. The favages that live upon the fides of thofe little frefh-water feas, 
prefer the broth of fith, to meat-broth, when they are indifpofed. -This choice th 
ground upon experience ; whereas the French, on the other hand, find that venifon 
broth is at once more fubftantial and reftorative. : = 

The rivers of Canada are replenifhed with an infinity of other fithes, that are not 
known in Europe. The fith catched in the north country rivers are different from 
thofe of the fouth; and thofe taken in the Long river, which difembogues into the 
river of Miffifipi, favour fo rank of mud and clay, thatit is impoffible to eat of them 3 
abating fora fort of little trouts that the favages take in the adjacent lakes, which make 
a tolerable mefs. 

The rivers of the Otentats and the Miffouris produce fuch odd fhaped fithes that 
it is impoffible to defcribe them without they were drawn on paper. Thefe fithes 
tafte but forrily, and yet the favages love it mightily, which I take to proceed from their 
Knowing no better. 


The Trees and Fruits of the South Countries of Canada. 


Beech trees, Plum-trees, 


Red oak, t fuch as we have in Europe. 


Cherry-trees. 
Bitter cherry-trees. Hazel-trees, fuch as we have in Europes 
Afh-trees. Vines, P . 
Elms, r A fort of citrons, 
Tinatiesrt fuch as we have in Europe. ‘Water melons, 
Nut-trees of two forts. Sweet citruls, _ 
Chefnut-trees. Wild goofeberries, 


Apple-trees, 
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Apple-trees. Pine-apples. 
Pear-trees. : Tobacco, fach as our Spanifh tobacco, 


The Trees and Fruits of the North Countries of Canada. 


White oak. Céllar-trees, ? 
Red oak. ; Afpin-trees. 

Birch-trees. White wood, 

Bitter cherry-trees. ’ Alder-trees, | 

Mapple-trecs. Maiden-hair. : 
Pine-trees. Strawberries. 

Epinettes, Rafpberries. 

Fir-trees of three forts. — Goofeberries. 

Peruffes. Bluets, 


A Defeription of the above-mentioned Trees and Fruits. 


YOU muft remark, that all the wood of Canada is good of its kind. The treeg 
that ftand expofed to the north winds are apt to be influenced by the froft, as it appears: 
from the chops and chinks that it occafions. 

The bitter cherry-tree has a hard and. whitifh wood with a grey bark. Some of 
them are as tall as the loftieft oaks, and as big as a hogfhead. This tree grows ftraight ;. 

- it has an oval leaf,and is made ufe of in beams, rafters, and other carpenter’s work, 

The mapple-tree is much of the fame height and bulk; but it has a brown bark, 
and the wood is reddifh: It bears no refemblance to that fort we have in Europe. It 
yields a fap, which has a much pleafanter tafte than the beft lemonade or cherry-water, 
and makes the wholfomeft drink in the world. This liquor is drawn by cutting the 
tree two inches deep in the wood, the cut being run floping to the length of ten or 
twelve inches ; at the lower end of this gath, a knife is thru into the tree flopingly, 
fo that the water running along the cut or gafh, as through a gutter, and falling upon 
the knife that lies acrofs the channel, runs out upon the knife, which has veffels placed 
underneath to rcceiveit. Sometrees will yield five or fix bottles of this water a day 3. 
and fome inhabitants of Canada might draw twenty hogtheads of it in one day, if they 
would thus cut and notch all the mapples of their refpective plantations. The gafh does 
no harm to the tree. Of this fap they make fugar and fyrup, which is.fo valuable, 
that there cannot be a better remedy for fortifying the ftomach. It is but few of the 
inhabitants that have the patience to make mapple-water; for as common and @fual, 
things are always flighted, fo there is fcarce anybody but children that give themfelves. 
the trouble ot gafhing thofe trees. To conclude, the north: country mapples have 
more fap thaa thofe of the fouth countries; but at the fame time the fap is not fo 
fweet. . 

There are two forts of nut-trees in-this country. The one bears round,. and. the 
other long, nuts ; but neither of them is good for any thing, no more than the wild 
chefnuts that grow in the Ilinefe country. 

‘The apples that grow upon fome of their apple-trees eat well-when they are coddled,. 
but they are good for nothing when they are raw. Upon the Miffifipi, indeed, there 
is a fort of apples that have a tafte not unlike that of fome European-apples ; the pears. 
are good, but very fcarce.. 


Z The 
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The cherries are {mall, and extremely red ; and though their tafte is not good, yet 
the roe-bucks like them fo well, that in the fummer-time they fcarce ever mifs to lie _ 
under the cherry-trees all night long, efpecially if it blows hard. 

This country affords three forts of excellent plums, which bear’ no refemblance to 
ours either in figure or colour. Somg are long and fmall, fome are round and thick, 
and fome very little. ; 

The vines twine round the trees to the very top; and the branches of thofe trees 
are fo covered with grapes, that one would take the grape to be the fruit of the tree. 
In fome countries of North America the grape is little, but very well tafted; but 
towards the Miffifipi it is long and thick, and fo is the clufter. There has been fome 
wine prefled from the grapes of that country, which, after long ftanding, became as 
fweet as. canary, andas black as ink. 

The citrons of North America are fo called only becaufe their form refembles that of 
our citron. Inftead ofa rind, they have only a fingle fkin. They gow upon a plant 
that'rifes three feet high, and does not bear above three or four at a time. ‘This fruit * 
is as wholefome as its root is dangerous; for the one is very healthy, and the juice of 
the other is a mortal fubtile poifon, While I ftaid at Fort Frontenac, in the year 1684, 
I faw an Troquefe woman take down this fatal potion, with a defign to follow her de 
ceafed hufband ; after the had taken leave of her friends, and fang the death-fong, 
with the formalities that are ufual among thefe blind wretches. ‘The poifon quickly 
worked the defired effect ; for this widow, who in Europe would be juftly looked upon, 
asa miracle of conftancy and fidelity, had no fooner {wallowed the murdering juice, 
then fhe fell into two or three fhivering fits, and fo expired. 

The water-melons, called by the Spaniards Algiers melons, are round and thick like 
aball; fome are red, and fome white; and the kernels, which are very large, are fomee 
times black, fometimes red ; as for their tafte it is exa¢tly the fame with that of the 
Spanifh or Portuguefe melons, ; 

The citruls of this country are {weet, and of a different nature from thofe of Europe ; 
and [ am informed, that the American citruls will not grow in Europe. They are as 
big as our melons, and their pulp is as yellow as faffron, Commonly they are baked 
in ovens, but the better way is to roaft them under ‘the embers as the favages ‘do. 
Their tafte is much the fame with that of the marmelade of apples, only they are 
fweeter. “One may eat as much of them as he pleafes, without fearing any diforder 
from them, ; ‘ 

The wild goofeberries are good for nothing but for comfits ; but that fort of comfits 
are {eldom made, for fugar is too dear in Canada to be employed for fuch ufes. 


A Defcription of the Trees and Fruits of the Northern Countries. 


‘THE Canada birch-trees are much different from thofe we have in fome provinces 
of France ; both for bulk and quality. ‘Ihe favages make canoes of their bark, fome 
of which is red, and fome white; but both are equally proper for that ufe. That 
which has the feweft veins and chaps is the beft; but the red bark makes the fineft 
thow. There are fome little bafkets made of the young birches, that are much efteemed 
in France; and books may be made of them, the leaves of which will be as fine as 
paper. This I can fpeak by experience, for 1 have frequently made ufe of them for 
‘want of paper, in writing the journal of my voyages ;_ nay, I remember Thave feen, in 
a certain library in France, a manufcript of the gofpel of St. Matthew, written in Greck 
upon this fort of bark; and which is yet -more furprifing, I was then told, that pri 

een 
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been written above a thoufand years; and at the fame time I. dare-fwear, that it was 
the genuine birch-bark of New France, which in all appearance-was not then dif- 
covered. : j : : . 

‘The pine-trees are very tall, firait, and thick ;- and are made ufe of for mats, which 
the King’s pinks do oftentimes tranfport to France. It is faid, that fome of thefe trees 
are big enough to ferve for a matt of a firft-rate thip. 

The Epinette is a fort of a pine, with a fharper and thicker leaf. It is made ufe of in 
carpenters work, and the matter which drains from it, {mells as {weet as incenfe. 

There are three forts of firs in this country, which are fawed into deals by certain 
mills, that the Quebec merchants have caufed to be built in fome places. 

The Peruffe is the profpereft of all green woods for the building of fhips, upon the 
confideration that it is compacter and has clofer pores, fo that it does not foak or drink 
in the moifture as much as others. 

Here are two forts of cedar, namely,the white and the red ; but one muft view them 
narrowly before he can diftinguith them, by reafon that both of them have much the 
fame fort of bark. Thefe trees are low, bufhy, and full of branches and little leaves, 
refembling the tag of a lace. The wood of this tree is almoft as light as cork; and the 
favages make ufe of it in the wreaths and ribs of their canoes. ‘The red fort looks 
admirably well, and may be made into houfehold goods, which will retain an agreeable 
fmell for ever. 

The afps are little fhrubs which grow upon the fides of pools or rivers; and in a 
word, in moift and marfhy countries. This wood is the common food of the beavers, 
who, in imitation of the ants, take care to make a collection of it round their huts in the 
autumn, which ferves them for fuftenance when the ice iraprifons them in winter, 

The white wood is a middling fort of a tree, that is neither too big nor too little. It 
is almoft as light as cedar and as eafily worked upon. The inhabitants of Canada make 
little canoes of it, for fifhing and croffing the rivers. 

Maidenhair is as common in the forefts of Canada, as fern is in thofe of” France, and 
is efteemed beyond that of other countries ; infomuch, that the inhabitants of Quebec 
prepare -great quantities-of its fyrup, which they fend to Paris, Nants, Rouan, and fe- 
veral other cities in France. : 

Strawberries and rafberries are wonderfully plentiful in Canada, and tafte extremely 
well. We meet likewife with fome white goofeberries in this country; but they ferve 
for no ufe, unlefs it be to make a fort of vinegar of them, that is very ftrong. 

‘The bluets are certain little berries not unlike {mall cherries, only they are black, 
and perfectly round. The plant upon which they grow is as big asa rafbergy-buth. 
Thefe berries ferve for feveral ufes, after they are dried in the fun, or in an oven; for 
then they make confits of them, or put them into pies, or infufe them in brandy. The 
north country favages make a crop of them in the fummer, which affords them very 
feafonable relief, efpecially-when their hunting comes fhort. ‘ 


Af General View of the Commerce of Canada. 


I COME now to give a brief and general account of the commerce of Canada, which 
Thave already touched upon in my letters. The Normans were the firft that fet up this 
trade, and ufually they fet out from Havre de Grace or Dieppe ; but the Rochellers 
ehave now worked them out of it, for as much as the Rochel thips furnifh the inhabitants ° 
of the continent with the neceffary commodities, There are likewife fome fhips fent to 
Canada from Bourdeaux and Bayonne, with wines, brandy, tobacco, and iton. 

The fhips bound from France to that country pay no cuftom for their cargo, whether 
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in clearing in France, or in their entries at Quebec; abating for the Brazil. tobacco 
which pays five folsa pound ; that is to fay, a roll of four hundred pound weight pays 
a hundred livres by way of entry, to the office of the farmers general. : 

Moft of the thips go laden to Canada, and return light or empty. Some indeed 
bring home peafe when they are good cheap in the colony, and others take in a cargo 
of plants and boards: others again go to the ifland of Cape Breton, and there take ina 
cargo of pit-coal, which they carry to the iflands of -Martinico or Gaudaloupe, where 
the refining of fugars occafions a great confumption of coals. But thofe. fhips which 
either belong, or are recommended to the topping merchants of the colony, .are 
freighted with fkins, which turn to a great account. I have feen fome fhips unload at 
Quebec, apd then fteer to Placentia, to take in cod-fith, which they purchafed with ready 
money ; but generally fpeaking, there is more loft than got by that way of trading. 
The merchant that has carried on the greateft trade in Canada is the Sieur Samuel 
Bernon of Rochel, who has great warehoufes at Quebec, from which the inhabitants of 
the other towns are fupplied with fuch commodities as they wamt. It is true, there are 
fome merchants at Quebec who are indifferently rich, and fit out fhips upon their own 
bottom, that ply to and again between France and Canada; and thefe merchants have 
their cement at Rochel, who fend out and take in every year the. cargoes of 
their thips. : oe 

There is no difference between the pirates that fcour the feas and the Canada. mere 
chants, unlefs it be this, that the former fometimes enrich themfelves all of a fudden by 

"a good prize; and that the latter cannot make their fortune without trading for five or 
fix years, and that without running the hazard of their lives. I have known twenty 
little pedlars that had not above a thoufand crowns ftock when I arrived at Quebec, in 
the year 1683, and when I left that place had got to the tune of twelve thoufand 
crowns. It is an unqueftioned trugh, that they get fifty percent. upon all the goods 
they deal in, whether they buy them up upon the arrival of the fhips at Quebec, or 
have them from France, by way of commiffion ; but over and above that, there. are 
fome little gaudy trinkets, fuch as ribbands, laces, embroideries, tobacco-boxes, watches, 
and an infinity of other baubles of iron-ware, upon which they get a hundred and fifty 
per cent, all cofts clear. 

In this country a hogfhead of Bourdeaux wine, which contains two hundred and fifty 
bottles, is worth about forty French livres, in time of peace. and fixty in time of war. A 
hogthead of Nants or Bayonne brandy, will fetch eighty or a hundred livres, In the 
taveriis a bottle of wine cofts fix French fous, and a bottle of brandy is fold for twenty. 
As for dry commodities, their price rifes and falls upon occafion. Brazil tobacco is 
worth forty fous a pound by way of retail, and thirty-five by wholefale. Sugar will 
fetch at leaft twenty fous a pound, and fometimes twenty-five or thirty. ; 

The earlieft thips that come from France, fet out commonly in the latter end'of April, 
or the beginning of May ; but to my mind, they might fhorten their voyage by one half, 
if they put to fea about the middle of March, and then fweeped along the north coalt of: 
the Azores iflands; for in thofe feas the fouth and fouth-ea{t winds commonly blow from 
the beginning of April to the end of May. I have mentioned this feveral times. to the 
moft expert pilots} but they ftill put me off with the plea, that they dare not fleer that 
courfe for fear of fome rocks: and yet thefe rocks are not tobe met with but in their: 
charts. I have read fome defcriptions of the ports, roads, and coatts of thefe iflands, and 
of the adjacent feas, done by the Portuguefe, which make no mention of the fhelves that 
are chalked down in all our charts: on the contrary, they affirm that the coaft of thefe 
iflands is altogether clear, and that for twenty leagues off into the main thefe imaginary 
xocks were never met with. 
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Asfoon as the French fhips arrive at Quebec, the merchants of that city, who have . 
their fattors’in the other towns, load their barks with goods in ordér'to tranfport ‘thent 
to thefe other towns. Such merchants as act for themfelves at Trois Rivieres, or 
Monreal, they come down in perfon to Quebec to market for, themfelves,' and then put 
their effefts on board of barks, to be conveyed home. If they ‘pay for their goods in. 
dkins, they buy cheaper than if they made their payments in money or letters of. ex- 
change; by reafon that the feller gets confiderably by the fkins when he returns’ to 
France. Now, you muft take notice, that all thefe fkins.are bought up from the inha- 
bitants, or from the favages, upon which the merchants are confiderable gainers, To 
give you an inftance of this matter ; a perfon that lives in the neighbourhood of Quebec 
carries a dozen of martin’s fkins, five or fix fox’s fkins, arid as many fkins of wild cats, 
to a merchant’s houfe, in order to fell them for woollen cloth, linen, arms, ammunition, 
&c. In the truck of thefe fkins the. merchant draws a double profit, one upon the 
feore of his paying no more for the fkins than one-half of what he afterwards fells them 
for in the lump to-the factors, for the Rochel fhips; and the other by the exorbitant 
rate he puts upon the goods that the poor planter takes in exchange for his fkins. If 
this be duly weighed, we will not think it {trange, that thefe merchants have a more 
beneficial tradethan a great many other tradefmen in the world. In my feventh and 
eight letters I related the particulars of the commerce of this country, efpecially that 
wibich the inhabitants carry on with the favages, who fupply them ‘with the fkins of 
beavers and other animals. So that now it remains only to give you an inventory of 
the goods that are proper for the favages, and of the fkins which they give in exchange, 
together with their neat prices. : 5 


Short and light fufees, Brazil tobacco, 
Powder. ‘ Coarfe white thread for nets, 
Ball and cut lead, or {mall thot. Sewing thread of feveral colours. 
Axes,'both great and {mall. Pack-thread. 
Knives with their fheaths. Vermillion, . s 
Sword-blades.to make darts of, Needles, both large and f{mail. : 
Kettles of allfizes, Venice beads. , 
Shoemaker’s awls. Some iron heads for arrows, but few. of 
Fith-hooks of all fizes. : them. ; 

int {tones. A fmall quantity of foap. 
Caps of blue ferge. —- A few fabres or cutlaffes. ; 


Shirts made of the common Britany linen. Brandy goes off incomparably well. 
Woolfted ftockings fhort and coarfe. ey 8 uparably 


The Names of the Skins given in Exchange with their-Rates. “ 
THE skins of winter beavers, alias Mufcovy | beavers, are worth per tetera 
pound, in the farmer-general’s warehoule - - - 4° wo) 
The fkins of fat beavers, the hair of which falls of while the favages * 
make ufeof them, per pound, - 


Of beavers taken in autumn, per pound, ee a Fs is 
Of dry or common beavers, per pound, - . - 3 ° 
Of fummer beavers, per pound, = - * - - 4 0 


3A 2 : : The 
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The fkin of a white beaver is not to be valued no more than that of a 
fox that is quite black, 


; _ LIVRES. sous. 
The fkins of filver-coloured foxes a-piece, 7. 


- : - 4 0 
Of common foxes in good order, - - - 2 © 
Of the common martins, - . - - 1 ° 
Of the prettieft fort of martins, - - - - 4 ° 
Of'red and fmooth otters, - - - - 2. 0 
Of the wipter and brown otters, or more, ” - - 4 Io 
Of the fineft black bears, - - - - 7 ° 
The fkins of elks, before they are dreffed, are worth per pound, about o 12 
‘The ikins of ftags are worth per pound, about : - ° 8 
The wild cats, or enfans de diable, a-piece,. - - ee a9 
Sea-wolves, a-piece or more, - - - - tr o45 
Pole-eats and weafels, - - - . , ° Io 
Mofk rats, - 7 - - 7 = ° 6 
Their tefticles, 7 - - . ° 5 
‘Wolves, - - - - - ~ 2 10 
The white elk tkins, i, e, thofe dreffed by the favages, a-piece, - 8 or m. 
A dreffed hart’s {kin is worth - - - - 5 orm, 
A caribous, - - - - - 6 
A roe-buck’s, - - - - - 3 


To conclude, you muft take notice, that thefe fkins are upon fome particular occafions 
dearer than I rate them, but the difference is but very fmall, whether under or over. 


An Account of the Government of Canada in general, 


IN Canada, the politic, civil, ecclefiaftical and military goverments, are all ina manner 
one thing, in regard that the wifeft governors have fubjected their authority to that of 
the ecclefiaftics ; and fuch ‘governors as would not embark in that intereft, have found 
their poft fo uneafy that they have been recalled with difgrace. I could inftance in feveral, 
who for not adhering to the fentiments of the bifhop and the Jefuits, and for refufing to 
lodge their power in the hands of thefe infallible gentlemen, have been turned out, and 
treated at court like hot-headed incendiaries. M., de Frontenac was one of this number 
who made fuch an unhappy exit; for he fell out with M. Duchefnau, intendant of that 
country, who finding himfelf protected by the clergy, induftrioufly infulted that illuftri- 
ous general, and the general was forced to give way, under the weight of an ecclefiaftical 
league, by reafon of the {prings they fet at work againft him, in oppofition to all the 
principles of honour and confcience. ; 

‘The governor-generals that mean to negle& no opportunity of advancing or enrich- 
ing themfelves, do commonly hear two maffes a-day, and are obliged to confefs once 
in four-and-twenty hours. He has always clergymen hanging about him wherever he 
pbes, and indeed, properly fpeaking, they are his counfellors, When a governor is 
thus backed by the clergy, the intendants, the under-governors, and the fovereign 
council, dare not cenfure his cofidu@, let it be-never fo faulty ; for the protedtion of 
the ecclefiaftics fhelters him from all the charges that can be laid againft him. - 

The governor-general of Quebec has twenty thoufand crowns a-year, including the 
pay of his company of guards, and the particular government of the fort. _ Over and 
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above this income, the farmers of the beaver-fkins make him a prefent of a thoufand 
Crowns a-year ; his wines, and all his other provifions imported from France, pay no 
freight ; not to mention, that by certain ways and means he fucks as much money 
out of the country as all the above-mentioned articles amount to. he intendant has 

‘ eighteen thoufand livres a-year, but the Lord knows what he makes otherwife. I 
have no mind to touch there, for fear of being ranked among tho! detra€tors who 
fpeak the truth too fincerely. The bifhop’s incomes are fo {mall, that if the King were 
not gracioufly pleafed to add to his bifhopric fome other benefices in France, that 
reverend prelate would.be reduced to as fhort commons as a hundred of his ‘character 
are in the kingdom of Naples. The major of Quebec has fix hundred crows a 3 
the governor of Trois Rivieres has a thoufand, and the governor of Monreal is al- 
lowed two thoufand. A captain has a hundred and twenty livres a-month, a lieutenant 
ninety livres; a reformed lieutenant is allowed but forty, and a common foldier’s pay 
is fix fous a-day, of the current money of the country. 

The people repofe a great deal of confidence in the clergy in this country as well as 
elfewhere. Here the outward fhew of devotion is ftrictly obferved, for the people 
dare not abfent from the great mafles and fermons without a lawful excufe. But after 
all, itis at the time of divine fervice that the married women and maids give their 
humours a full loofe, as being affured that their hufbands and mothers are bufy at 
church. The priefts call people by their names in the pulpit ; they prohibit under the: 
pain of excommunication, the reading of romances and plays, as well as the ufe of 
maiks, and playing at ombre or lanfquenet. The Jefuits and the Récollets agree as ill. 
as the Molinifts and the Janfenifts, ‘Ihe former pretend that the latter have no right 
toconfefs. Do but look back to my eighth letter, and there you will fee fome inftances. 
of the indifcreet zeal of the ecclefiaftics. 

The governor-general has the difpofal of all military pofts. He beftows companies, 
lieutenancies, and under-lieutenancies, upon who he pleafes, with His Majefty’s 
gracious approbation ; but he is not allowed to difpofe of particular governorfhips, or 
of the place of a lord lieutenant of a province, or of the major of any town. He is 
empowered to grant to the gentry and the other inhabitants, lands and fettlements all 
over Canada; but thefe grants muft be given in concert with the intendant. He is 
likewife authorized to give five-and-twenty licences a-year to whom he thinks fit, for 
trading with the favage nations of that vaft continent. He is invefted with the power 
of fufpending the execution of fentences againft criminals ; and, by virtue of this rea 
prieve, can eafily procure them a pardon if he has a mind to favour them. But he 
cannot difpofe of the King’s money without the confent of the intendant, who is the 
only man that can call it out of the hands of the treafurer of the navy. 

The governor-general cannot be without the fervice of the Jefuits, in making 
treaties with the governors of New England and New York, as: well as with the Iro-- 
quefe. I am at a-lofs to know whether thefe good fathers are employed in fuch fer- 
vices upon the {core of their judicious counfels, and their being perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the country and the King’s true interefts ; or upon the confideration of 
their {peaking toa miracle, the languages of fo many different nations, whofe interefts 
are quite oppofite ; or out ofa fenfe of that condefcenfion and fubmiffion that is due to 
thefe worthy companions of our Saviour. 

The members of the fupreme council of Canada, cannot fell or convey their places to 
their heirs, or to any body elfe, without the King’s approbation ; though at the fame 
time their places may be worth not fo much as the place of a lieutenant to a company of 
foot. When they have nice points under their confideration, they wfually Soman 
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iefts or Jefuits ; and if any caufe comes before them, in which thefe good fathers are 
interefted, they are fure not to be caft, unlefs it be fo very black that the cunningeft 
lawyer cannot give it a plaufible turn. 1 have been informed by feveral perfons, that 
the Jefuits drive a great trade in European commodities, and Canada {kins 3 but I can 
{carce believe it, or at leaft, if it.be fo, they muft have correfpondents and factors that 
are as clofe and cunning as themfelves ; which can never be. 

The gentlemen of that country are obliged to be very cautious in carrying even with 
the ecclefiatticss in refpe&t to the good or harm that the good fathers can indireétly 
throw imtheir way. The bifhop and the Jefuits have fuch an influence over the 
governors-general, as is fufficient to procure places to the children of the noblemen or 
gentlemen that are devoted to their fervice, or to obtain the licences that I fpoke of in my 
eighth letter. It is likewife in their power to ferve the daughters of fuch gentlemen, by 
finding them agreeable and rich hufbands. The meaneft curates muft be managed 
cautioufly, for they can either ferve or differve the gentlemen in whofe feignories they 
are no more than miflionaries, there being no fixed cures in Canada; which indecd isa 
grievance that ought to be redreffed. The officers of the army are likewife obliged to 
keep up a good correfpondence with the ecclefiaftics, for without that it is impoffible 
for them to keep their ground. They muft not only take care that their own conduct 
be regular, but likewife look after that of the foldiers, by preventing the diforders they 
might commit in their quarters. ; 

Commonly the troops are quartered upon the inhabitants of the cotes, or feignories 
of Canada, from Odtober to May. The mafter of the houfe furnifhes his military 
gueft only with utenfils, and employs him all the while at the rate of ten fous a day, 
befides hts victuals, in the cutting of wood, grubbing up of grounds, rooting out 
ftumps, or the threfhing of corn in a barn. The captain gets likewife by their work, 
for to make them difcount the half of their pay to him, he orders them to come thrice 
a week to exercife their arms at his quarters. “Now their habitations being diftant four 
or five arpents from one another, and one cote or feignory being two or three leagues 
in front, the foldiers choofe rather to give the captain a fpill, than to walk fo far in 
the fnow and the dirt : and the captain takes it very confcientioufly, upon the plea that 
Volenti non jitinjuria. As for {uch foldiers as are good tradefmen, he is fure of putting 
their whole pay in his pocket, by virtue of a licence that he gives them to work in the 
towns, or any where elfe. In fine, moft of the officers marry in this country, but 
God knows what fort of marriages they make, in taking girls witha dowry, confifting 
of eleven crowns, a cock, a hen, an ox, a cow, and fometimes a calf. ‘I knew feveral 
young women, whofe lovers, after denying the fa&, and proving before the judges 
the fcandalous converfation of their miftreffes, were forced, upon the perfuafion of 
the ecclefiaftics, to fwallow the bitter pill, and take the very fame girls in marriage. 
Some officers indeed marry well, but there are few fuch. The occafion of their 
marrying fo readily in that country proceeds from the difficulty of converfing with 
the foft fex. After a man has made four vifits to a young woman, he is obliged to 
unfold his mind to her father and mother; he muft then either talk of marriage, or 
break off all correfpondence ; or if he does not, both he and fhe lies under a {cindal. 
In this country a man cannot vifit another man’s wife, without being cenfured as if her 
hufband was a cuckold. In fine, a man can meet with no diverfion here, but that of 
reading, or eating, or drinking. Though after ail, there are fome intrigues carried on 
but with the fame caution as in Spain, where the virtue of the ladies confifts only in 
sifguifing the matter handfomely. 


1g Now, 
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Now, that I am upon the fubje@ of marriage, I cannot forbear to acquaint you with 
a comical adventure that happened to a young captain, who was prefled to marry 
againit his will, becaufe all bis companions and acquaintances were already buckled. 
This young officer having made fome vifits to a counfellor’s daughter, he was defired 
to tell what errand he came upon; and M. de Frontenac himfelf being related to the 
young lady, who is certainly one of the moft accomplifhed ladies of this age, ufed his 
utmoift efforts to engage the captain to marry her. ‘The captain being equally well 
pleafed with a free accefs to the governor’s table, and the company of the lady 
whom he met there not unfrequently ; the captain, I fay, being equally fondsof thefe 
two advantages, endeavoured to ward off the defign, by afking fome time to confider 
of it. Accordingly, two months were granted him; and after that time was expired 
he had {till a mind to let out his traces, and fo defired two months more, which were 
granted him by the bifhop’s interceffion, When the laft of thefe two was at an end, 
the cavalier began to be apprehenfive that he was in danger of lofing both his good 
cheer and the agreeable company of the lady. However he was obliged to be prefent 
at a treat that Mr. Nelfon (the Englifh gentleman I fpoke of in my twenty-third letter) 
gave to the two lovers, as well as the governor, the intendant, the bifhop, and fome 
other perfons of note: and this generous Englifh gentleman having a kindnels for the 
young lady’s father, and her brethren, upon the fcore of their trading with one another, 
made an offer of a thoufand crowns to be paid on the wedding-day, which, added to 
a thoufand that the bifhop offered,and a’thoufand more which fhe had of her own, befides 
feven or eight thoufand that M. de Frontenac offered in licences, not to mention the 
certain profpect of preferment ; all thefe items, I fay, made the marriage very advan 
tageous to the captain. After they had done eating, he was preffed to fign the contract, 
but made anfwer, that he had drank fome bumpers of heady wine, and his head was 
not clear enough for weighing the conditions of the contra&t ; fo that they were forced 
to put off the matter till the next day. Upon this delay he kept his chamber, till 
M. de Frontenac, at whofe table he ufed to eat, fent for him, in order to know his 
mind immediately. Then there was no room left for fhuffling ; there was a neceflity 
of giving a pofitive anfwer to the governor, who fpoke to him in plain and precife 
terms, and at the fame time reminded him of the favour they had fhewn him, in allow- 
ing him fo much time to confider of the propofed marriage. ‘he young officer replied 
very fairly, ‘Fhat any man that was capable of marrying after four month’s delibera- 
tion, was a fool in buckling too. “ I now fee,” fays he, ‘* what 1 am ; the eager defire 
Thad of going to church with Mademoifelle D-— has now convinced me of my folly : 
if you have a refpeét for the lady, pray do not fuffer her to marry a young fpark that 
is fo apt to take up with extravagant and foolifh things. As for my own part, Sir, I 
proteft fincerely, that the little reaton and free judgment that is left me, -will ferve to 
comfort me upon the lofs of her, and to teach me to repent of having defired, to. make 
her as unhappy as mylelf.”’ This difcourfe furprifed the bifhop, the governor, the 
intendant, and in general all the other married officers, who defired no-hing more 
than that he fhould be caught in the noofe as well as they; fo true it is, that 
Solamen miferis focios habuiffe doloris. As they were far from expecting any fuch 
retraCtation, fo the poor reformed captain fuffered for it; for fome time after 
M. de Frontenac did him a piece of injuftice, in beftowing a vacant company over 
his head, upon Madam de Pouchartrain’s nephew, notwith{tanding: that the court had 
fent orders on his behalf; and this obliged him to go for France along with me,. in the 
year 1692, : ; . 


” To 
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To refume the thread of my difcourfe, you muft know, that the Canadefe or Creoles, 
are a robuft brawny well-made people ; they are ftrong, vigorous, active, brave and 
indefatigable ; in a word, they want nothing but the knowledge of polite letters. They 
are pref{umptuous, and very full of themfelves; they value themfelves beyond all the 
nations of the earth, and, which is to be regretted, they have not that veneration for 
their parents that is due. Their complexion is wonderfully pretty. The women are 
generally handfome ; few of them are brown, but many of them are at once wife and 
lazy. They love luxury to the laft degree, and flrive to out-do one another in catching 
hufbands ia the trap. 

There is an infinity of diforders in Canada that want to be reformed. The firft 
flep of a true reformation muft be that of hindering the ecclefiaftics to vifit the 
inhabitants fo often, and to pry with fuch impertinence into the minuteft affairs of the 
family ; for fuch pra@tices are frequently contrary to the good of the fociety, and that 
for reafons that you are not ignorant of. ‘The next thing to be done, is to prohibit 
the officers to ftop the foldiers pay, and to enjoin them to difcipline their men every 
holy-day, and every Sunday. In the third place, the commodities ought to be rated 
at a reafonable price, fo that the merchant may have his profit, without exacting upon 
the inhabitants and the favages. A fourth article of reformation, would confift in prohibit- 
ing the exporting from France to Canada, of brocados, gold and filver galloons or rib. 
‘bands, and rich laces. In a fifth place, the governor-general ought not to fell licences for 
trading with the favages of the great lakes. Sixthly, there ought to be fixed courts. In 
the feventh place, they want to have their militia modelled and difciplined, that, upon 
occafion, they may be as ferviceable as the regular troops. For an eighth article, the 
fetting up manufactories for linen, ftufls, &c. would be very ufeful. But the moft 
important alteration would confift in keeping the governors, the intendants, the fupreme 
council, the bifhops and the Icfuits, from {plitting into factions, and making clubs one 
againft another ; for the confequences of fuch divifions cannot but thwart His Majefty’s 
fervice, and the peace of the public. Were this but happily effected, that country 
would be as rich again as it is now. 

I wonder, that inftead of banifhing the Proteftants out of France, who in removing 
to the countries of our enemies, have done fo much damage to the kingdom, by 
carrying their money along with them, and fetting up manufactories in thofe countries ; 
1 wonder, I fay, that the’court did not think it more proper to tranfport them to Canada. 
Jam convinced, that if they had received pofitive affurances of enjoying a liberty of 
confcience, a great many of them would have made no fcruple to go thither. Some 
have replied upon this head, that the remedy had been worfe than the difeafe ; in regard 
that fome time or other they would not have failed to expel the catholics by the afliftance 
of the Englifh : but 1 reprefented to them, that the Greeks and Armenians, who are 
fubje& to the grand feignior, and at the fame time are of a nation and religion that is 
different from that of the Turks; I reprefented, I fay, that thefe diffenting fubjeats 
did fcarce ever implore the aid of foreign powers, in order to rebel and fhake off the 
yoke. In fine, we have more reafon to believe, that if the Huguenots had been 
trenfported to Canada, they had never departed from the fealty they owed to their 
natural fovereign. But let that be as it will, I do but fpeak as that king of Arragon 
did, who boafted, that if God had deigned to confult him, he could have given him 
feafonable advice with reference to the fymmetry and the courfes of the ftars ; for, in 
like manner I do affirm, that if the council of flate, had followed my {cheme, in the 
{pace of thirty or forty years, New France would have become a finer and - more 
flourifhing kingdom than feveral others n Europe, 

4 Difcourfe 
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A Difcourfe of the Intereft of the French, and of the Englifh, in North America. 


SINCE New France and New England fubfift only upon the cod fifhery and the 
fur trade, it is the intereft of thefe two colonies to enlarge the number of the fhips 
employed in the fifhery, and to encourage the favages to hunt and fhoot beavers, by 
furnifhing them with what arms and ammunition they have occafion for. It is well 
known, that there is a great confumption of cod-fifh in the fouthern countrics of Europe, 
and that few commodities meet with a better and readier market, efpecially if they are 
good and well cured. : 

Thofe who alfedge that the deftruGion of the Iroquefe would promote the intereft 
of the colonies of New France, are ftrangers to the true intereft of that country; for 
if that were once accomplifhed, the favages, who are now the French allies, would 
turn their greateft enemies, as being then rid of their other fears. ‘They would not 
fail to call in the Englifh, by reafon that their commodities are at once cheaper and 
more efteemed than ours ; and by that means the whole commerce of that wide country 
would be wrefted out of our hands. ; 

I conclude therefore, that it is the intercft of the French to weaken the Iroquefe, 
but not to fee them entirely defeated. I own, that at this day they are too ftrong, 
infomuch that they cut the throats of the favages, ourallies, every day. They have 
nothing lefs in view than to cut off all the nations they know, let their fituation be 
néver fo remote fron their country. It is our bufinefs to reduce them to one half of 
the power they are now poffeffed of, if it were poffible ; but we do not go the right 
way to work. Above thefe thirty years their ancient counfellors have ftill re- 
monjftrated to the warriors of the five nations, that it was éxpedient to cut off all the 
favage nations of Canada, in order to ruin the commerce of theF rench, and after that to 
diflodge them of the continent. ‘With this view they have carried the war above four 
or five hundred leagues off their country, after the deftroying of feveral different na- 
tionsin feveral places, as I fhewed you before. 

It would be no difficult matter for the French to draw the Iroquefe over to their fide, 
to keep them from plaguing the French allies, and at the fame time to engrofs all the 
commerce with the five Iroquefe nations,, that is now in the hands of the Englifh in 
New York. This might be eafily put in execution, provided the King would allow ten 
thoufand crowns a-year for that end. The method of effecting it is this: in the 
firft place, the barks that were formerly made ufe of about Fort Frontenac, muft be 
rebuilt, in order to convey to the rivers of the Tfonontouans and the Onontagues, 
fuch commodities as are proper for them, and to fell them for the prime coft in France. 
Now this would put the King to the charge of about ten thoufand crowns for freight ; 
and I am perfuaded, that upon that foot the Iroquefe would not be fuch fools as to 
carry fo much as one beaver to the Englifh colonies, and that for four reafons. The 
firft is, that whereas they muft tranfport them fixty or eighty leagues upon their backs 
to New York, they have not above feven or eight leagues travelling from their own 
villages to the banks of the lake of Frontenac. For a fecond reafon, it is manifeft 
that the Englifh cannot poffibly let them have their commodities fo cheap, without 
being Confiderable lofers, and that thereupon every merchant would drop that fort of 
trade. The third is drawn from the difficulty of having fubfiftence upon the road 
between the Iroquefe villages and New York; for the lroquefe go thither in great 
bodies, for fear of being furprized; and I acquainted you before feveral times, that 
there is no venifon in that fide of the country. ‘The fourth reafon is this, in marching 
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fo far from their villages, they expofe their wives, their children, and thelr fuperan- 
nuated men, for a prey to their enemies, who upon. that occafion may either kill them 
or carry them off; and of this we have two inftances already. Over and above the 
cheapnefs of our commodities, it would likewife be requifite that we made them pre- 
fents every year, and at the fame time entreated them not to difturb the repofe.of our 
confederate favages, who are fuch fools as to wage war one with another, inftead of 
entering into a joint league in oppofiticn to the Iroquefe, the moft redoubted of their 
enemies, and thofe whom they have moft reafon to fear. In a word, if we would 
manage our affairs with the Iroquefe to the beft advantage, we ought to put in execu- 
tion that projeét that I mentioned in my twenty-third letter. 

To alledge that thefe barbarians have a dependance upon the Englith is a foolith 
plea ; for they are fo far from owning any dependance, that when they go to New 
York to truck their tkins, they have the confidence to put rates upon the goods they 
have occafion for, when the merchants offer to raife their price. I have intimated 
already feveral times that their refpeét for the Englith is tacked to the occafion they 
have to make ufe of them; that this is the only motive which induces them to treat the 
Englifh as their brethren, and their friends; and that if the French would fell them 
the neceffaries of life, as well as arms and ammunition, at eafier rates, they would not 
make many journies to the Englith colonies. This is a confideration that ought to be 
chiefly in our view; for if we minded it to the purpofe, they would be cautious of 
infulting our favage confederates, as well as ourfelves. The governors-general of 
Canada would do well to employ the fenfible men of the country that are acquainted 
with our confederates, in prefling them to live ina good correfpondence with one ano- 
ther, without waging war among themfelves ; for moft of the fouthern nations. worm 
out one another infenfibly which affords matter of joy to the Iroquefe. Now, it 
were an eafy matter to prevent this fatal mouldering, by threatening to give them no 
further fupplies of commodities in their villages. To this precaution, we ought to add 
that of endeavouring to engage two or three nations to live together ; the Outaouas, 
for inftance, with the Hurons 3 the Sakis with the Pouteouatamis alias Puants, if 
all thofe nations who are embarked in a confederacy with us, would but agree one with 
another, and put up their quarrels, they would give themfelves wholly to the huntin, 
of beavers, which would tend to the enlarging of our commerce ; and befides, they 
would be in a condition of making one joint body, when the Iroqucfe offered to attack 
either one or the other. 

Itis the intereft of the Englith to perfuade thefe nations that the French have nothing 
lefs in view than to deftroy them as foon as they meet with an opportunity ; that the 
growing populoufnefs of Canada is a fufficient ground of alarm, that they ought to 
avoid all commerce with the French, for fear of being betrayed in any way whatfoever ; 
that to hinder the repairing of Fort Frontenac, and the rebuilding of barks for that lake, 
is to them a thing of the laft importance, by reafon that the French might in four-and- 
twenty hours make a defcent from thence to their villages, and carry off their ancient 
men, their women, and their children, at a time when the warriors might be engaged 
in the hunting of beavers ; that they would. promote their own intereft by waging war 
with the French from time to time, by ravaging the feignories and fettiements in the 
upper part of the country, in order to oblige the inhabitants to abdicate the colony, and to 
difcourage thofe who would otherwife remove out of France, and fettle in Canada; and 
in fine, that in time of peace it would be very proper to {top the coureurs de bois at the 


cataracts of the Outaouas river, and to feize the arms and ammunition that they carry to 
the favages upon the lakes, 


Farther, 
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Farther, if the Englith would purfue their meafures to the beft advantage, they ought 
to éngage the Tfonontouans or the Goyoguans to go and fettle upon the banks of the 
lake Errié, near the mouth of the river of Condé ; and at the fame time they ought to 
build a fort there, with fome long barks or brigantines: for this is the moft convenient 
and advantageous poft of all that country, and that for an infinity of reafons which 1 am 
obliged to conceal. Befides this fort, they fhould build another at the mouth. of the 
River des Francois; and then it would be abfolutely impoflible for the coureurs de 
bois to reach the lakes. 

They ought likewife to engage the favages of Acadia in their intereft; which they 
may do with little charge. The planters of New England fhould mind this, as well 
as the fortifying of the ports in which they fith their cod. As for the fitting out 
of fleets to deftroy the colony, I would not advife the Englifh to give themfelves that 
trouble; for fuppofing they were affured of fuccefs, itis but fome places that can be 
reckoned worth the while. 

To conclude, I muft fay the Englifh in thefe colonies are too carelefs and lazy; the 
French coureurs de bois are much readier for enterprizes, and the Canadefe are certainly 
more vigilant and more active. It behoves the inhabitants of New York to enlarge their 
fur trade by well concerted enterprizes ; and thofe of New England, to render the cod 
fifhing more beneficial to the colony, by taking fuch meafures as many other people 
would, if they were as advantageoufly feated. I do not intend to {peak of the limits of 
New France and New England, for they were never well adjufted; though indeed it 
would feem that in feveral treaties of peace between thefe two kingdoms, the boundaries 
were ina manner marked out in fome places. ‘Whatever is inthat matter, the decifion 
of it is too nice a point for one that cannot open his mind without pulling an old houfe 
upon his head. : 


ae 


A TABLE EXPLAINING SOME TERMS. 


A Bajin, isa head of ft ti t t i 
ASTROLABE is a mathematical inftrument that ca or lake. cca ane ard 
can fearce be ufed in the ocean by reafon of the Bouteux fignifies little nets belagged to the end of a 
waves. There are two forts of them, The firft flick. The fifhermen make ufe of them to catch 


are made ufe of by Eaft-India matters, at a time 
when the fea is as fmooth as the face of a logking- 
glafs. This fort is ferviceable in taking’ the 
height of the fun, by the means of two little pins, 
which are bored fo as to have two dioptrick per- 
forations, that ferve to conduct the rays of light 
to that luminary. The Satter are fuch as the 
mathematicians commonly make ufe of for aftro- 
nomical obfervations, and are furnifhed with 
azimuths, almucantaras, loxodromick tables, and 
the concentrick and excentrick tables of the 


fphere. 
B 


' Bank of Newfoundland, or bank in general, is a rifing 
ground in the fea, which fhoots like a hat beyond 
the other brims, The bank of Newfoundland 
has thirty or forty fathom water, and is paved 
with cod-fihh. 


fifh upon a fandy ground, and efpecially eels, 
the fide of St. Lanrencs Fiver, iti a 

Bouts de Quivres are nets not unlike bouteax, which 
ferve for the fame ufe. 

Breaking ground fignifies the weighing anchor and 
putting to fea. 

Brigantine, a {mall veffel of one deck, built of light 
wood, which plies both with oars and fails. It is 
equally fharp at prow and poop, and is built for a 
quick failer. 

Cc 


Calimet in general fignifies a pipe, being a Norman 
word, derived from chalumeau. The favages do 
not underftand this word, for it was introduced to 
Canada by the Normans when they firft fettled 
there ; and nas fill continued in ufe amongft the 
French plasters, The calumetor pipe is called 

in 
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in the Troquefe Janguage ganondace, and by the 
other favage nations poagan. 

Canadefe or Canadans, are the natives of. Canada, 
fprung from a French father and mother. In 
the iflands of South America, the natives born of 
French parents are called Creoles. 

Capa y d’efpada, a Gafcogne title which the people 
of “that province gave in former times by way of 
irony to the members of the fupreme council of 
Canada, becaufe the firft counfellors wore neither 
robe nor {word, but walked very gravely, with a 
cane in their hands, both in the city of Quebec, 
andin the hall. 

Caffa tite, fignifies a club, or a head-breaker: the 
favagres call it affan oultick, ouftick fignifying the 
head, and affan to break. 

Channel is a {pace of pretty deep water, between two 
banks, or between two fhores Commonly the 
channels are inclofed by fiats, and for that reafon 
buoys or mafts are fixed upon them, in order to 
direé& the pilots, who fteer either by thefe marks, 
or by founding, for they would run the rifque of 
loofing their fhips, if they did not keep exactly 
to the channel. 

Coaf along, fee Sweep. 

Compafs of Variation. It is larger than the or- 
dinary ‘compaffes, and ferves to point out the 
inequal motions of the needle, whch leans always 
to the north-eaft in the other hemifphere, whereas 
it Mill plies to the north-weft in this, T mean on 
this fide the equinoétial line. The needle 
touched with the loaditone departs from the true 
noxth a certain number of degrees to the right and 
left ; and mariners compute the degrees of its 
departure by the means of an alhidada, and a 
thread which divides the glafs of the compals into 
two equal parts, and fo fhews the variation of the 
needle at funfet, that being the true proper time 
for making the obfervation ; for at fun-rifing, 
and at noon, one may be deceived by refrac- 
tions, &c. © . 

Coureurs de Bois, i. e. Foret Rangers, are French 
or Canadefe, fo called from employing their 
whole life in the rough exercife of traniporting 
merchandize goods to the lakes of Canada, and 
to all the other countries of that continent, in 
order to trade with the favages; and in regard 
that they run in canoes a th8uland leagues up the 
country, notwithftanding the danger of the fea 
and enemies, 1 take it, they fhould rather be 
called coureurs de rifques, than coureurs de bois. 


E 


Eddy, or boiling water, is little watery mountains 


that rife at the foot of water-falls or catara€is, . 


jufl, as we fee the water plays in the cifterns of 
water-works. 

Edge of abank, is the fhelving part of it that runs 
fteep like a wall. 
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Fathom, among the French is the meafure of fix feet. 

Feaft of Union, a term ufed by the Iroquefe to fig~ 

- nify the renewing of the alliance between the five 
Troquefe nations. 

Flats, are aridge of rocks running under water from 
one {tation to another, and rifing within five or 
fix foot at Ueait of the furface of that element, 
fo asto hinder fhips, barks, &c. to float upon 
them. - 

Freight, fignifies in this book the cargo, though in 
other cafes it fignifies likewife the hire or fare. 
Furl the Sails, fignifies the drawing them up to a 
heap towards the topmalt, not long ways as we 
do the curtains of a bed, but from below up-~ 
wards. This is done by two ropes, that draw up 

the fail asa ftring does a purfe. 
H ‘ 

Head Bars are two round pieces -of wood, reaching 

on each fide from one end of a canoe to the 


other. Thefe are the fupporters of the canoe, for 
the ribs and fpars are made falt upon them. 
K 


Keel of a thip, is along piece of the ftrongett wood, 
or at leaft feveral preces joined together, to bear 
the great weight of all the other timber, 

Kitchi Okima, is the general name for the governors 
eneral of Canada among all the favages, whofe . 
languages approach to that of the Algonkins. 
Kitchi fignifies great, and Okima, captain. The 
Troquefe and Hurons call the gévernor-general 
Onnontio, 

L 


Latitude. Every body knows that it imports the 
elevation of the pole, or the diftance froma fixed 
point of the equator. : 

Land-carriage fignifies the tranfporting of canoes by 
land from the foot to the head of a catarast, or 
from one river to another, 

Light Ships are fuch as are empty without any cargo, 


P. 


Poogis the ftsrn orafter-part of the fhip, in which 
the rudder is fixed. 
Precipice of a bank, fee Edge. 
Prow is the head or fore-part of a thip, which cuts 
the water firit, 
Q 


Quarter. Though the word quarter ina maritime 
fenfe is not well explained, I put the meaning of it 
to be this. ‘The north quarter comprehends the 
{pace that lies between north-weft and north-eaft, 
The cait quarter runs from north-eaft to fouth-eaft. 
The fouth quarter comprehends that fart of the 
heavens that fatls between fouth-eaft and fouth-weft: 
and the weft quarter extends frem fouth-weft to 


north-welt. 
. Refiiting 
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Refiting of abhip, fignifies the repairing and dreffing 
of it, and putting it into a condition to fail, by putting 
in new-planks, caulking the feams, &c. 

Ribs of a Canoe, are much like thofe of a pink, 
only there is this difference, that they line the canoe 
only on the infide from one head-barto another, upon 
which they are inchafed. They have the thicknefs 
of three crowns, and the breadth of four inches. 

Ruche, an inftrument for fithing refembling a bee- 
hive. 

Ss 

Scurvy, is a corruption of the mafs af blood. 
There are two forts of it; one cailed the land 
feurvy, which loads a man with infirmities that gra- 
dually bring him to his grave ; the other is the fea 
feurvy, which infallibly kills a man in eight days 
unlefs he gets afhore. 

Shieve, 1. e. row the wrong way, in order to affift 
the fleer{man to ficer the boat, and to keep the boat 
in the channel. : 

Shoot. ‘Lo Shoot a water-falt or cataraé, implies 
the running’a boat down thefe dangerous precipices, 
following the fream of the water, and leering very 
nicely. 

Sledges are a conveniency for travelling, built in an 
oblong quadrangular form, upon two pieces of wood, 
which are four feet long, and fix fect broad; upon 
the wood’ there are feveral pieces of cloth or hide 
nailed to keep the wind off. Thefe two pieces of 
wood are very hard, and well fmoothed, that they 
may fide the better on fnow or ice. Such are the 
horfe-fledges. But thofe drawn by dogs are open, 
and made of two little pieces of hard, fmooth, and 
fhining wood, which are half an inch thick, five feet 
long, and a foot and a half broad. 
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- Spars, are little pieces of cedar wood, of the thick- 
nefs of a crown, and the breadth of three inches, 
and as long as they’can be made. They do the 
fame fervice to a canoe, that a good lining does to a 
coat. 

: Stand in for Land, fignifies to fail direétly towarde 
if, 

Steer a foip, imports the managing of a fhip by the 
means of a rudder, (as we do a horfe with a bridle) 
when there is wind enough to work her; but if 
there be no wind, a fhip is more unmoveable' than a 
gouty perfon in an elbow-chair. . 

Stem a tide or the current of a river, i.e. to fail 
againft the current, or to eer for the place from 
whence the tides or currents come. 

_ Strike, to firike the fails or flag fignifies the lower- 
ing of them, whether it be to fubmit to an enemy, 
or by reafon of high winds. 

Saveep acoalt, fignifies to fail along the coaft fide 
at a rcafonable diftance. 


T 


Top-rallant-mafts are two little matts fet upon the 
two top-matts, and have two fails fitted for them. 

Top-fails are two fails fitted for the two top maile,, 
which ftand direaily above the two great mafts, 

Trgverfe. To traverfe fignifies failing zigzag, ov 
from fide to fide a3 a drunken man reels, when the 
wind is contrary, for then they are obliged to tack. 
fometimes to the right and fometimes to the left, 
keeping as near to the wind ag they can, in order to 
make what way they can, or at leatt to prévent their 
lofing ground. 
7 rif of Peace, a fymbolick metaphor for peace 
Attell, - 
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- TRAVELS INTO NORTH AMERICA; 


CONTAINING 


ITS NATURAL HISTORY, AND A CIRCUMSTANTIAL. ACCOUNT OF ITS 
PLANTATIONS AND AGRICULTURE IN GENERAL, 


WITH THE 


Civil, Ecclefiaftical, and Commercial | fate of the Country, the Manners of the Inhabitants, and jfeveral 
curious and important Remarks on various Subjects. 


BY PETER KALM, 


Profeffor of Oeconomy in the Univerfity of Abo in Swedith Finland, and Member of the Swedifh 
Royal Academy of Sciences, 


Tranflated into Englith by Joun Remnop Forster, F. A. S. 


——— 


! 
THE PREFACE, 


ROFESSOR KALM’s Travels through North America, were originally written, 

in the Swedith language, but foon after tranflated into German by the two 

Murray’s, both of whom are Swedes, and one a pupil of Dr. Linnzus, fon which 
we may conclude that this tranflation correfponds exactly with the original. 

Baron Sten Charles Bielke, Vice-prefident of the Court of Juftice in Finland, was 
the firft who made a propofal to the Royal” Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, to 
fend an able man to the northern parts of Siberia and Iceland, as places which are 
partly under the fame latitude with Sweden, and to make there fuch oebfervations and 
collections of feeds and plants, as would improve the Swedith hufbandry, gardening, 

*manufaétures, arts and f{ciences. Dr. Linneus found the propofal juft, but he 
thought that a journey through North America would be yet of a more extenfive 
utility, than that through the before-mentioned countries; for the plants of Ame. 
rica were then little known, and not feientifically defcribed; and by feveral trials, 
it feemed probable that the greateft part of the North American plants would 
bear very well the Swedifh winters; and what was more important, a great many 
American plants promifed to be very ufeful in hufbandry and phyfic. 

Thus far this journey was a mere fcheme; but as Captain Triewald, a man well 

.known for his abilities in England, gave his Obfervations on the Cultivation of Silk 
in a feries of Memoirs to the Royal Academy of Sciences, and mentioned therein a 
kind of mulberry-tree, which was difcovered by Dr. Linnzus, and which bore the 


* From the Second Edition, London 1772, 2 vols. 8¢0. 
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rigours of the Swedith climate as well as a fir or pine tree; this circumftance revived 
the propofal of fuch.a journey in the year 1745. Count Teffin, a nobleman of 
eftablifhed merit both in the political and learned world, becoming prefident of the 
Royal Academy, it was unanimoufly agreed upon to fend Profefflor Kalm to North, 
America. The expences were at firft a great obflacle ; but the Royal Academy wrote 
to the three univerfities to affift them in this great and ufeful undertaking. Aobo fent 
firft her fmall contribution, Lund had nothing to fpare, but Upfala made up this de- 
ficiency by a liberal contribution. 

Count Piper was entreated to give a family exhibition to Mr. Kalm, which he 
readily promifed ; but as the academy had obtained from the convocation of the 
univerfity of Upfala and the magiftrates of Stockholm, another exhibition of the 
family of Helmsfield for Mr. Kalm, Count Piper refufed to grant his exhibition, as 
being contrary to the ftatutes of the univerfity and without any precedent, that one 
perfon fhould enjoy two exhibitions. The prefent King of Sweden being then Prince 
Royal, fucccffor to the throne, and chancellor of the univerfity, wrote to the convoca- 
tion, and expreffed his wifhes to have from the treafury of the univerfity for fo ufeful: 
a purpofe, about cne thoufand plates, or about one hundred and fifty pounds fterling. 
The univerfity complied generoufly with the defire of her chancellor, and gave orders 
that the money fhould be paid to the Royal Academy. The board for promoting 
manufactures gave three hundred plates, or about forty-five pounds. Mr. Kalm fpent 
in this journey his falary, and befides very near one hundred and thirty pounds of his 
own fortune; fo that at his return he found himfelf obliged to live upon a very fmall 
pittance. The reft of the expences the academy made up from her own fund. 

We on purpofe have given this detail from Mr. Kalm’s long preface, to fhew the 
reader with what public fpirit -his journey has been fupported in a country where mo- 
ney is fo farce, and what a patriotic and laudable ardour for the promotion of feiences 
in general, and efpecially of natural hiftory and hufbandry, animates the univerfities, 
the public boards, and even the private perfons, in this cold climate, which goes fo 
far, that they chufe rather to fpend their own private fortunes, than to give up fo bene- 
ficial and ufeful a fcheme. We have the fame inftance in Dr. Haffelquift, who with a 
fickly and confumptive conftitution, went to Afia Minor, Egypt, and Paleftine, and 
colleéted fuch great riches in new plants and animals, that Dr. Linnzus’s fyftem would 
never have contained fo many fpecies. had he not made ufe of thefe treafures, which 
the Queen of Sweden generouily bought, by paying the debts of Dr. Haffelquift, who. 
died in his attempt to promote natural hiftory. The reverend Mr. Ofbeck, in his voy- 
age to China, made an infinite number of ufeful and interefting obfervations at the 
expence of his whole falary, and pubi:thed then by the contributions of his parifh. 
The reverend Mr. Toreen dicd by the fatigues of the fame voyage, and left his letters 
publifhed along with Ofbeck, as a monument of his fine genius, and fpirit for pro- 
moting natural hiftory. We here look upon the expences as trifling, but they are not 
fo in Sweden, and therefore are certainly the beit monuments to the honouf of the 
nation and the great Linnzus, who in refpect to natural hiftory is the primum mobile 
of that country. 

Profeffor Kalm having obtained leave of his Majefty to be abfent from his poft as 
profeffor, ‘and having got a paffport, and recommendations to the feveral Swedifh 
minifters at the courts of London, Paris, Madrid, and at the Hague, in order to ob- 
tain paffports for him in their refpective flates, fet out from Upfala, the 16th of 
Oaober 1747, accompanied by Lars Yungftroem, a gardener well {killed”in the 
knowledge of plants and mechanics, and who had at the fame time a good hand for 

. drawing 
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drawing, whom he took into his fervice. He then fet fail from Gotheburgh, the . 
rith of December, but a violent hurricane obliged the fhip he was in § take thelter 
in the harbour of Grcemftad in Norway, from which place he madeexcurfions to 
Arendal and Chriftianfand. He went again to fea February the 8th, 1748, and ar- 
rived at London the 17th of tHe fame month. He ftaid in England till Auguft 15th, 
in which interval of time he made excurfions' to Woodford in Effex, to Little Gad- 
defden in Hertfordthire, where William Ellis, a man known by his publications in 
hufbandry, lived, but whofe praétical hufbandry Mr. Kalm found not to be equal to the 
theory laid down in his writings ; he likewife faw Ivinghoe in Buckinghamfhire, Eton, 
and feveral other places, and all the curiofitics and gardens in and about London : at 
laft he went on board a fhip, and traverfed the ocean to Philadelphia in Penfylvariia, 
which was formerly called New Sweden, where he arrived September the 26th. The 
reft of that year he emploved in collecting feeds of trees and plants, and fending them 
up to Sweden ; and in feveral excurfionsin the environs of Philadelphia. ‘The winter 
he paffed among his countrymen at Raccoon in New Jerfey. The next year, 1749, 
Mr. Kalm went through New Jerfey and New York, along the river Hudfon, to Al- 
bany, and from thence, after having croffed the lakes of St. George and Champlain, 
‘to Montreal and Quebec, he returned that very year, againft winter, to Philadelphia,. 
and fent a new cargo of feeds, plants, and curiofities to Sweden. In the year 1750, 
Mr. Kalm faw the weftern parts of Penfylvania and the coaft of New Jerfey ; Yung. 
ftroem ftaid in the former province all the fummer for the collection of feeds ; and 
Profeflor Kalm in the mean time pafled New York and the Blue Mountains, went to 
Albany, then along the river Mohawk to the Iroquefe nations, where he got acquainted 
with the Mohawks, Oneidas, Tufkaroras, Onandagas, and.Kayugaws. He then” 
viewed and navigated the great lake Ontario, and fawthe celebrated fall at Niagara. 
In his return from his fummer expedition, he croffed the Blue Mountains in a different 
place, and in October again reached Philadelphia. 

In 1751, he went at Newcaftle on board a fhip for England, and after a paflage, 
fubject to many dangers in the moft dreadful hurricanes, he arrived March the 27th, 
in the Thames, and two days after in London. He took paflage for Gothenburgh 
May the sth, and was the 16th of the fame month at the place of his deftination, and 
the 13th of June he again arrived at Stockholm, after having been on. this ufeful expe- 
dition three years and eight months. He has fince affumed the profeflorfhip at Aobo, 
where, in a {mall garden of his own, he cultivates many hundreds of American plants, 
as there is not yet a public botanical garden for the ufe of the univerfity ; and he with 
great expectation wifhes to fee what plants will bear the climate, and bear good and 
ripe feeds fo farnorth. He publifhed the account of his journey by intervals, for want 
of encourageiment, and fearing the expences of publifhing at once, in a country where 
tew bookfellers are found, and where the author does very often embrace the bufinefs 
of bookfeller, in order to reimburfe himfelf for the expences of his publication, A 
paflage crofs the Atlantic ocean is a new thing to the Swedes, who are little ufed toit, 
unlefs they go in the few Eaft India thips of their country. Every thing therefore was 
new to Mr. Kalm, and he omitted no circumftance unobferved which are repeated in 
all the navigators from the earlier times down to our own age. It would be a kind of 
injuftice to the public, to give all this at large to the reader. All that part defcribing 
England and its curiofities and hufbandry we omitted. The particulars of the paifage 
frony England to Penfylvania we abridged : no circumftance interefting to natural hif- 
tory or to any other partof literature has been omitted. From his arrival atPhiladelphia 


we give the original at’ large, except where we omitted fome trifling circumftances, 
viz. 
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viz. the way of eating oyfters, the art of making apple-dumplings, and fome more of 
the fame nature, which ftruck that Swedifh gentleman with their novelty. 

Mr. Kalm makes ufe of the Swedifh meafure ; its foot is tothe Englifh foot, as 
1134 to 1350. For his meteorological obfervations he employed the thermometer of 
Profeffor Celfius, generally made ufe of in Sweden, and his was of Celfius’s own 
making ; the interval from the point of freezing to the point of boiling water, is 
equally divided in this thermometer into one hundred parts. In the names of plants, 
we have chiefly employed after his directions the Linnzean names, in the lait edition of 
his Spec. Plantarum, and Syftema Nature, vol. ii. But as his deferiptions of animals, 
plents, and minerals are very fhort, he promifes to give them at large fome time hence 
ina Latin work. , 

He gives you his obfervations as they occurred day after day, which makes him a 
faithful relater, notwithftanding it takes away all elegance of ityle, and often occafions 
him to make very fudden tranfitions from fubjects very foreign to one another. 

At laft he arms himfelf with a very noble indifference againft the criticiim of feveral 
people, founded cn the great aim he had in view by his performance, which was 
no lefs than public utility. his he looks upon as the true reward of his pains and 
expences, 

The map, and drawings of the American birds and animals were not in the original, 
but copied from original drawings, and real birds and animals from North America. 

We find it necefflary here to mention, that as many articles in Mr. Kalm’s travels 
required illuftrations, the publifher has taken the liberty to join here and there fome. 
notes, which are marked at the end with F. The other notes not thus marked were 
kindly communicated by the publifher’s friends. * 


Sete? annie 
PETER KALM’S TRAVELS. 


y 8 Rem tsbie the sth, 1748, I with my fervant Lars Yungftrozm (who joined to his 
abilities as gardener, a tolerable kill in mechanics and drawing) went at Gravef- 
end on board the Mary gally, Captain Lawfon, bound for Philadelphia ; and though 
it was fo late as fix o’clock in the afternoon, we weighed anchor and failed a good way 
down the Thames before we again came to anchor. 

Aug. 6th. Very early in the morning we refumed our voyage, and after a few 
hours failing we came to the mouth of the Thames, where we turned into the channel 
and failed along the Kentifh coaft, which confifts of fteep and almoft perpendicular 
chalk hills, covered at the top with fome foil and a fine verdure, and including ftrata 
of flints, as it frequently is found in this kind of chalk hills in the reft of England; and 
we were delighted in viewing ont hem excellent corn fields, covered for the greateft 
part with wheat, then ripening. 

At fix o’clock at night, we.arrived at Deal, a little well known town, fituate at the 
entrance of a bay expofed to the fouthern and eafterly winds. Here commonly the 
outward-bound fhips provide themfelves with greens, frefh victuals, brandy, and many 
more articles. This trade, a fifhery, and in the laft war the equipping of privateers, 
‘has enriched the inhabitants. 
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Aug. 7th. When the tide was out, I .faw numbers of fithermen reforting to the 
fandy fhallow places, where they find round fmall eminences caufed by the excrements 
of the log worms, or fea worms, (lumbrici marini Linn.) who live in the holes leading 
to thefe hillocks, fometimes eighteen inches deep, and they are then dug out witha 
{mall three-tacked tron fork, and ufed as baits. 

Aug. 8th. At three o’clock we tided down the channel, paffed Dover, and faw 
plainly the opinion of the celebrated Camden in his Britannia confirmed, that here 
England had been formerly joined to France and Flanders by aniithaus. Both 
fhores form here two oppofite points; and both are formed of the fame chalk hills 
which have the fame configuration, fo that a perfon acquainted with the Fnelith coafte 
and approaching thofe of Picardy afterwards, without knowing ther to be fuch, would 
certainly take them to be the Englifh ones.* * 

Aug. gth—12th. We tided and alternately failed down the channel, and paffed 
Dungenels, Fairlight, the Ifle of Wight, Portimouth, the peninfula of Portland and 
Bolihead, a point behind which Plymouth lies ; during all which time we had very 
little wind. é 

Aug. 13th, Towards night we got out of the Englifh channel into the Bay of 
Bifcay. ‘ . 

Aug. 14th. We had contrary wind, and this increafed the rolling of the fhip, for 
it is generally remarked that the Bay of Bifcay has the grestett and broadeft waves 
which are of equal fize of thofe between America and Europe ; they are commonly 
half an Englifh mile in length, and havea height prop: .rtionable to it. The Baltic and 
the German occan has on the contrary fhort and broken waves. ‘ 

Whenever an animal is killed on board the fhip, the failcrs commonly hang fome 
freth pieces of meat for a while into the fea; and it is faid, it thon keeps better, 

Aug. 15th. The fame fwell of the fea {till coutinued, but the waves began to 
fmooth, and a foam fwimiming on them was faid to forebode in calm weather a con- 
tinuance of the fame for fome days. ; 

About noon a north-ealterly breeze fprung up, and in the afternoon it blew more, 
and this gave us a fine {pectacle ; for the great waves rolled the water in great fheets, 
in one direction, and the north-eafterly wind curled the furface of thcfe waves quite in 
another. By the beating and dafhing of the waves again{t one another, with a more 
than ordinary violence, we could fee that we paffed a current, whofe direction the’ 
captain could not determine. : 

Aug. 16th—erft. ‘The fame favourable breeze continued to our great comfort and 
amazement, for the captain obferved that it was very uncommon to meet with an eaft- 
erly or north-eafterly wind between Europe and the Azores (which the failors call the 
‘Weftern Iflands) for more than two days together ; for the more common wind is here 
a welterly one; but beyond the Azores they find a great variety of winds, efpecially 
about this time of the year; nor do the welterly winds continue long beyond thefe 
ifles ; and to this it is owing, that when navigators have pafled the Azores, they think 
they have performed one-half of the voyage, although in reality it be but one-third 
part. Thefe ifles come feldom in fight ; for the navigators keep off them, on account 
of the dangerous rocks undef water furrounding them. Upon obfervation and com- 
parifon of the journal, we found that we were in forty-three degrees twenty-four 
minutes north latitude, and thirty and a half degrees weft longitude from London. 





* The fame opinion has been confirmed by Mr. Buffon in his Hitt. Natarelle. 


8 Aug. 
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Aug. 22d. About noon the captain affured us, that in twenty-four hours we fhould 
have a fouch-weft wind ; and upon my enquiring into the reafons of his fortelling this 
with certainty, he pointed at fome clouds in the fouth-weft, whofe points turned to- 
awards north-ealt, and faid they were occafioned by a wind from the oppofite quarter. 
At this time 1 was told we were about half way to Penfylvania. 

Aug. 23d. About feven o’clock in the morning the expedted fouth-weft wind 
fprung up, and foon accelerated our courfe fo much that we went at the rate of eight 
knots an hour. : 

Aug. 24th. ‘The wind fhifted and was in our teeth. We were told by fome of the 
crew to expeét a little ftorm, the higher clouds being very thin and ftriped and feat. 
tered about the fky like parcels of combed wool, or fo many fkains of yarn, which they 
Jaid forbode a ftorm. ‘Vhcfe ftriped clouds ran north-weit and fouth-eaft, in the di- 
restion of the wind we then had. ‘Towards night the wind abated and we had a per- 
fect calm, which is a fign of a change of wind. 

Aug. 25th and 26th. A weft wind fprung up and grew ftronger and ftronger, fo 
that at laft the waves wafhed our deck. 

Aug. 27th, In the morning we got a better wind, which went through various 
points of the compals, and brought ona ftorm from north-eaft, towards night. 

Our captain told me an obfervation founded on long experience, viz. that though 
the winds changed frequently in the Atlantic ocean, efpecially in fummer time, the 
moft frequent, however, was the weltern ; and thisaccounts for the paflage from Ame- 
rica to Europe commonly being fhorter than that from Europe to America. Befides 
this, the winds in the Atlantic during fummer are frequently partial, fo that a florm 

~tay rage on one part of it, and within a few miles of the place little or no ftorm at all 
oe be felt. In winter the winds are more conttant, extenfive, and violent; fo that 
the fame wind reigns on the greater part of the ocean for a good while, and gqaufes 
greater waves than in fammer. 

Aug. 30th. As I had obferved the night before fome ftrong flathes of lightening 
without any fubfequent clap of thunder, I enquired of our captain, whether he could 
affign any reafons for it. He told me thefe phrenomena were pretty common, and the 
confequence of a preceding heat in the atmofphere ; but that when lightenings were 
obferved in winter, prudent navigators were wed to reef their fails, as they are by this 
fign certain of an impendent ftorm ; and fo likewife in that feafon, a cloud rifing from 
the north-welt is an infallible forerunner of a great tempeft. 

Sept. 7th. As we had the firft day of the month contrary wind, on the fecond it 
fhifted to the north, was again contrary the third, and fair the fourth and fol- 
lowing days. The fifth we were in Yorty degrees, three minutcs, north latitude, and 
between fifty-three and fifty-four degrees weft longitude from London. 

Befides the common waves rolling with the wind, we met on the fourth and fifth 
infant with waves coming from fouth-weft, which the captain gave as a mark of a 
former ftorm from that quarter in this neighbourhood. 

Sept. 8th. (We croffed by a moderate wind, a fea with the higheft waves we met on 
the whole paflage, attributed by the captain to the divifion between the great ocean and 
the inner American gulf; and foon after we met with waves greatly inferior to thofe 
we obferved before. 

Sept. oth. In the afternoon we remarked that in fome places the colour of the fea 

. (which had been hitherto of a deep blue) was changed into a paler hue; fome of thefe 
{pots were narrow ftripes of twelve or fourteen fathoms breadth, of a’pale green colour, 
which is fuppofed to be caufed by the fand, or, as fome fay, by the weeds under water 

302 Sept. 
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Sept. 12th. We were becalmed that day, and as we in this fituation obferved a thip, 
which we fufpef&ted to be a Spanifh privateer, our fear was very great; but we faw, 
fonie days after our arrival at Philadelphia, the fame fhip arrive, and heard that they 
feeing us, had been under the fame apprehenfions with ourfelves. 

Sept. 13th. Captain Lawfon, who kept his bed for the greater part of the voyage, 
on account of an indifpofition, affured us yefterday we were in all appearance very near 
America: but as the mate was of a different opinion, and as the failors could fee no 
land from the head of the maft, nor find ground by the lead, we ftecred on direatly to- 
wards the land. About three o’clock in the morning, the captain gave orders to heave 
the lead, and we found but ten fathom; the fecond mate himfelf took the lead, and 
called out ten and fourteen fathoms ; but a moment after the fhip ftruck on the fand, 
and this fhock was followed by four other very violent ones. The confternation was 
ineredible, and very juftly might it be fo; for there were above eighty perfons on 
board, and the fhip had but onc boat: but happily our hip got off again, after having 
been turned. At day-break, which followed foon after, (for the accident happened half 
an hour paft four) we faw the continent of America within a Swedifh mile before us 5 
the coaft was whittfh, low, and higher up covered with firs. We found out, that the 
fand we ftruck on, lay oppofite Arcadia, in Maryland, in thirty-feven degrees, fifty 
minutes, north latitude. 

We coafted the fhores of Maryland all the day, but not being able to reach Cape 
Hinlopen, where we intended to take a pilot on board, we cruized all night before the 
bay of Delaware. The darknefs of the night made us expect a rain, but we found that 
only a copious fall of dew enfued, which made our coats quite wet, and the pages of a 
book, accidentally left open on the deck, were in half an hour’s time after fun-fetting 
likewife wet, and we were told by the captain and the failors, that both in England and 
America a copious dew was commonly followed by a hot and fultry day. 

Sept. 14th. We faw land on our larboard in the weft, which appeared to be low, 
white, fandy, and higher up the country covered with firs. Cape Hinlopen is a head 
of land running into the fea from the weftern fhore, and has a village on it, ‘The 
eaftern fhore belongs here to New Jerfey, and the weftcrn to Penfylvania. ‘The bay 
of Delaware has many fands, and from four to eleven fathom wator. 

The fine woods of oak, hiccory, and firs, covering both fheres, made a fine appear- 
ance, and were partly employed in fhip-building at Philadelphia; for which purpofe 
every year fome Englifh captains take a paflage in autuma to, this town, and fuperin- 
tend the building of new fhips during winter, with v they go to fea next {pring : 
and at this time it was more ufual chan common, as the French and Spanith privateers 
had taken many Englith merchant fhips. ; 

A little after noon we reached the mouth of Delaware river, which is here about 
three Englith miles broad, but decreafes gradually fo much, that itis fearcely a mile 
broad at Philadol; 

Here we were delighted in fecing now aad then between the woods fome farm-houfes, 
furrounded with corn-fields, paftures well flscked with cattle, and meadows covered 
with fine hay; and more than one fenfe was a eably affected, when the wind brought 
to us the fincit effluvia of odvviferons plants and flowers, or that of the freth made’ 
hay: thefe agreeable fenfations and the fine fcenery of nature on this contiuent, fo 
new to us, continued till it grew quite dark. : 

Here I will return to fea, and give the reader 2 fhort view of the various occurrences 
belonging to natural hiftory, during our croffing the ocean. 

OF fea-weeds (Fucus Linn.) we jaw, Auguft the 16th and 17th, a kind which had a 
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fimilarity to a bunch of onions tied together; thefe bunches were of the fize of the 
fit, and of a white colour. Near the coaft of America, within the American gulf, 
September the 11th, we met Hkewife with feveral fea-weeds, one fpecies of which was 
called by the failors rock-weed ; another kind looked like a ftring of pearls, and. ano- 
ther was white, about a foot long, narrow, every where equally wide and quite ftrait. 
From Auguft the 24th to September the 1 ith, we faw no other weeds but thofe com- 
monly going under the name of gulf-weed, becaufe they are fuppofed to come from the 
Gulf of Florida ; others call it Sargazo, and Dr. Linnzus, fucus natans. Its ftalk is 
very flender, rotundato-angulated, and ofa dark green; it has many branches, and 
each of them has numerous leaves difpofed in a row ; they are extremely thin, are fer- 
rated, and are a line or a line and a half wide, fo that they bear a great refemblance to 
the leaves of Iceland mofs, their colour isa yellowifh green. Its fruit, in a great mea- 
fure, refembles unripe juniper berries, is round, greenifh yellow, almoft fmooth on the 
outfide, and grows under the leavés on fhort foot{talks of two or three lines length 5 
under each leaf are from one to three berrics, but I never have {Gen them exceed that 
number. Some berries were fmall, and when cut were quite hollow; and confifted of 
a thin peel only, which is calculated to. communicate their buoyancy to the-whole plant. 
The leaves grow in proportion narrower, as they approach the extremities of the — 
branches: their upper fides are {mooth, the ribs are on the under fides, and there 
Ykewife appear {mall roots of two, three, or four lines length. I was told by our 
mate, that gulf-weed, dried and pounded, was given in America to women in child- 
bed, and befides this, it is alfo ufed there in fevers. The whole ocean is as if it were 
covered with this weed, and it muft alfo be in immenfe quantities in the Gulf of Florida, 
from whence all this driving on the ocean is faid to come. Several little fhells, pointed 
like horns, and efcharze or horn-wracks are frequently found on it: and feldom is there 
one bundle of this plant to be met with, which does not contain either a minute fhrimp 
or a fmall crab, the latter of which is the cancer minutus of Dr. Linnzeus. Of thefe I 
colleéted cight, and of the former three, all which I put in a glafs with water : the little 
fhrimp moved as {wift as an arrow round the glafs, but fometimes its motion was flow, 
and fumetimes it {tood {tillon one fide, or at the bottom of the glafs. If one of the 
little crabs approached, it was feized by its fore paws, killed and fucked ; for which 
reafon they were careful to avoid their fate. It was quite of the fhape of a fhrimp 5. in 
fwimming it moved always on one fide, the fides and the tail moving alternately. It 
was capable of putting re paws entirely into its mouth; its antenna: were in-con- 
tinual motion. Tlaving lef thefe litle fhrimps together with the crabs during night, 
1 found in the morning ail the crabs killed and eaten by the fhrimps. The former 
moved when alive with incredible {wiftnefs in the water. Sometimes, when they were 
guite at the bottom of the glafs, with a motion fomething like to that of a puceron or 
pedura of Linneeus, they came in a moment to the furface of the water. In fwim- 
ing they moved all their fect very clofe, fometimes they held them down as other 
crabs de, fometimes they lay on ticir backs, but as foon as the motion of their feet 
ceafed, they always funk to the bottom. The remaining fhrimps I preferved in fpirits, 
and the lo of my little crabs was foon repaired by other {pecimens which are fo 
plentiful in cach of the floating bundles of gulf-weed. For a more minute defcription 
of which T mult refer the reader to another work I intend to publifh. In fome places 
we faw acrab of the fize of the fift, fwimming by the continual motion of its feet, 
which being at reft, the animal began immediately to fink. And one time I met 
with a great red crawfith or lobfter, floating on the furface of the fea. 

Blubbers, or medufe Linn., we found of three kinds: the firft is the medufa aurita 
Linn. ; 
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Linn. ; it is round, purple-coloured, opens like a bag, and in it are as if it were four 
~white rings; their fize varies from one inch diameter to fix inches ; they have not that 
nettling and burning quality which other blubbers have, fuch for inftance as are on the 
coaft of Norway, and in the ogean. ‘Thefe we met chiefly in the channel, and in the 
Bay of Bifcay. , 

After having croffed more than half of the ocean between Europe and America, we 
met with a kind of blubber, which is known to fuilors by the name of the Spanith or 
Portugueze man of war; it looks like a great bladder, or the lunes of a quadruped 
compreffed on both fides, about fix inches in diameter, of a fine purple-red colour, and 
when touched by the naked fkin of the human body, it caufes a greater burning than 
any other kind of blubber. ‘They are often overturned by the Yolline ef the waves 
but they are again ftanding up in an inftant, asd keep the fharp or narrow fide uppermoft, 

Within the American gulf we faw not only thefe Spanifh men of war, but another 
kind too, for which the failors had no other name but that of a blubber. It’ was of the 
fize of a pewter plate, brown in the middle, with a pale margin, which was in continual 
motion. 

Of the Jepas anatifera Linn. I faw on the 3oth of Auguft a log of wood, which 
., floated ox, the ocean, quite covered. Of infeéts I faw inthe channel, when we were in 
‘Yighit of the Ile of Wight, feveral white butterflics, very like to the Papilio Brafficee Linn. 
They never fettled ; and by their venturing at fo great a diftance from land they caufed 
us juft aftonithment. : 

Some common flies were in our cabbin alive during the whole voyage, and it cannot 
therefore be determined whether they were originally in America, or whether they. 
came over with the Europeans. 

Of cetaceous fifh we,met with porpeffes, or as fome failors call them, fea-hogs* 
(delphinus phocena Linn.) firft in the channel, and then they continued every where 
-on this fide the Azores, where they are the only fith navigators met with; but beyond 
thefe ifles they are feldom feen, till again in the neighbourhood of America we faw them 
equally frequent to the very mouth of Delaware river. They always appeared in 
fhoals, fome of which confifted of upwards of an hundred individuals; their fwimming 
was very {wift, and though they often fwam along fide of our fhip, being taken as it 
were with the noife caufed by the fhip cutting the waves, they however foon outwent 
her, when they were tired with ftaring at her. They are from four to eight feet long, 
have a bill like in fhape to that of a goofe, a white belly, and leap up into the air fre- 
quently four feet high, and from four to eight feet in length; though their fnoring 
indicates the effort which a leap of that nature colts them. Our failors made many 
vain attempts to ftrike one of them with the harp iron from the forecaftle, when they 
came within reach, but their velocity always eluded their fkill. 

Another cetaceous fifh, of the dolphin kind f, with which we met, is called by the 


* The name of porpeffe is certainly derived from the name Porcopefee, given to this genus by the Ita- 
lians; and it is remarkable that almott all the European nations conipired in calling them fea-hogs, their 
name being in German meer fehwein; the Danifh, Swedifh, and Norvegian, marfain, from whence the 
French borrowed their marfouin. The natives of Iceland cal} them fuinhual, i. e. a {wine-whale, and fo 
likewife the Slavonian nations have their Swinia Morfkaya. Whether this confent arifes from their rootin; 
the fand at the bottom of the fea in queft of fand-gels and fea-worms like {wine, or from the vait gantry 
of lard furrounding their bodies, is uncertain. a = y 

+ Mr. Kalm is certainly miftaken in reckoning the bottle-nofe amongft the Dolphin kind; :t has no 
teeth in its mouth as all the fith of that clafs have, and therefore belongs to the firft order of the whales or 
thofe that are without teeth. See Mr. Pennant’s British Zoology, vol. iii. P: 43-, where it is called the bealee 
ed whale, and very well defcribed ; a drawing is feen ia the explanatory table, a I. Perhaps it would not 
be improper to call it Balena ampullata. F. 
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failors bottle-nofe; it {wims in great fhoals, has a head like a bottle, and is killed by a 
harpoon, and is fometimes eaten. Thefe fifh are very large, and fome fully twelve feet 
long ; their fhape, and manner of tumbling and fwimming, make them nearly related 
to porpeffes. ‘They are to be met with every where in the ocean from the channel to: 
. the very neighbourhood of America. 

One whale we faw at a diftance, and knew it by the water which it fpouted up. 

A dog-filh of a confiderable fize followed the fhip for a little while, but it was foon 
6ut of fight, without our being able to determine to which {pecies it belonged : this was 
the only cartilaginous fith we {aw on the whole paflage. 

OF the boney fifh, we faw feveral beyond the Azores, but never one on this fide of 
thofe ifles; one of them was of a large fize, and we faw it at a diftance; the failors 
called it an albecor, and it is Dr. Linnzus’s feomber thynnus. 

The dolphin of the Englifh is the dorado of the Portuguefe, and Dr. Linnzus calls 
it coryphena hippuris; it is about two feet and a half long, near the head fix inches 
decp, and three inches broad ; from the head the dolphin decreafes on all fides towards 
the tail, where its perpendicular depth is one inch and a half, and its breadth hardly one 
inch. ‘The colour of the back near the head is a fine green on a filver ground, but near 
the tail of a deep blue; the belly is white, and fometimes mixed with a deep yellow, on 
the fides it has fome round pale brown {pots. It has fix and not feven fins as was 
imagined ; two of them are on the breaft, two on the belly, one at the tail extending to: 
the anus, and one along the whole back, which is of a fine blue: when the fith is juft 
taken the extremities of the moft outward rays in the tail were eight inches, one from. 
another. Their motion when they fwam behind, or along fide of the thip, was very flow, 
and gave a fair opportunity to hit them with the harpoon, though fome are taken with a. 
hook and linz, and a bait of chicken bowels, {mall fifh, or pieces of his own fpecies, or ~ 
the flying fifh, which latter are their chief food: and itis by their chafing them, that 
the flying fith leave their element to find fhelter in one to which they are {trangers, - 
The dolphins fometimes leap a fathom out of the water, and love to {wim about cafks 
and logs of wood, that fometimes drive in the fea. They are eaten with thick butter, 
when boiled, and fometimes fried, and afford a palatable food, but rather fomewhat dry. - 
In the bellies of the fith of this fpecies which we caught, feveral animals were found, . 
viz. an oftracion; a little fith with blue eyes, which was yet alive, being juft the mo-- 
ment before {wallowed, and meafuring two inches in length; another little fifth; a 
curious marine infect, and a flying fifh, all which not yet being damaged by digeftion, . 
I prelerved in fpirits. 

The flying fith (exocoetus volitans Linn.) are always feen in great fhoals, fome- 
times of an hundred or more getting at once out of the water, being purfued by greater ° 
filh, and chiefly by dolphins; they rife about a yard, and even a fathom above the 
water in their flight, but this latter height they only are at, when they take their flight 
from the top of a wave; and fometimes, it is fai¢, they fall on the deck of thips.. The 
greatett diftance they fly is a good mufket fhot, and this they perform in lefs than half - 
a minute’s time ; their motion is fomewhat like that of the yellow-hammer, (Emberiza - 
Citrinella Linn.) It is very remarkable that { found the courfe they took always to be 
againft the wind, and though I was contradicted by the failors, who affirmed that they ° 
went at any direction, I neverthelefs was confirmed ia my opinion by a careful obferva- - 
tion during the whole voyage, according to which they fy conitantly either directly 
againft the wind, or fomewhat in an oblique direction*. 

* In Mr. Pennant’s Britith Zoology, vol. iii. p. 282., is the beft account of this fith to be met with 5 and 


in his Bricth Zoology, illuttrated by plates and brief explanations, is plate xliv., a good and exact drawing 
of the filh, the upper figure reprefenting it in front, the lower fideways.  F. 
We 
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We faw likewife the fith called Bonetos, (Scomber Pelamys Linn.) they were like- 
wife in fhoals, hunting fome fmaller fith, which chafe caufed a noife like to that of a 
cafcade, becaufe they were all fwimming clofe in a body; but they always kept out of 
the reach of our harpoons. : F 

Of amphibious animals, or reptiles; we met twice with a turtle, one of which was 
fleeping, the other fwam without taking notice of our fhip; both were of two feet 
diameter. 

Birds are pretty frequently feen on the ocean, though aquatic birds are more com+ 
mon than land birds. 

The Petrel (Procellaria Pelagica Linn.) was our companion from the channel to the 
fhores of America. Flocks of this bird were always about our fhip, chiefly in that part 
of the fea, which being cut by the fhip, forms a fmooth furface, where they frequently 
feem to fettle, though always on the wing. hey pick up or examine every thing that 
falls accidentally from the fhip, or is thrown over-board : little fith feem to be their chief 
food ; in day-time they are filent; in the dark, clamorous ; they are reputed to forebode 
a ftorm, for which reafon the failors difliking their company, complimented them with 
the name of witches ; but they are as frequent in fair weather, without a ftorm follow- 

‘ing their appearance. ‘To me it appeared as if they ftaid fometimes half an hour and 

Tonger under the waves, and the failors affured me they did. ‘They look like fwallows, 
and like them, they fkim fometimes on the water. 

‘The Shearwater (Procellaria Puffinus Linn.) is another fea-bird, which we faw every 
where on our voyage, from the channel to the American coafts; it has much the appear- 
ance and fize of the dark gray fea-gull, or of a duck ; it has a brown back, and com- 
monly a white ring rougd its neck, and a peculiar flow way of flying. We plainly faw 

fome of thefe birds feed on fifh. 

' ‘The Tropic Bird (Phaéton zthereus Linn.) has very much the fhape of a gull, but 
two very long feathers, which it has in its tail, diftinguifh it enough from any other 
bird; its flight is often exceedingly high: the firft of this kind we met was at about 
forty degreesnorth latitude and forty-nine or fifty degrees of weft longitude from London. 

Common Gulls (Larus canus Linn.) we faw, when we were oppofite the Land’s End, 
the moft wefterly cape of England, and when, according to our reckoning, we were 
oppofite Ireland. ; ; 

Terns (Sterna hirundo Linn.) though of a fomewhat darker colour than the common 
ones, we found after the forty-firft degree of north latitude and forty-feventh degree 
weft longitude from London, very plentifully, and fometimes in flocks of fome hundreds; 
fometimes they fettled, as if tired, on our fhip. 

Within the American gulph we difcovered a fea-bird at a little diftance from the 
thip, which the failors called a Sea-hen. 

- Land-birds are now and then feen at fea, and fometimes at a good diftance from any 
land, fo that it is often difficult to account for their appearance in fo uncommon a place. 
Augult the 18th, we faw a bird which fettled on our fhip, and was perfeétly like the 
great titmoufe, (Parus major Linn.) upon an attempt to catch it, it got behind the 
fails, and could never be caught. : 

Sept. 1ft. We obferved fome land-birds flying about our fhip, which we took for 
Sand Martins (Hirundo riparia Linn.) fometimes they fettled on our fhip, or on the 
fails; they were of a greyifh brown colour on their back, their breaft white; and the 
tail fomewhat furcated ; a heavy fhower of rain drove them afterwards away. September 
the 2d a fwallow fluttered about the fhip, and fometimes it fettled on the malt ; it feemed 
to be very tired; feveral times it approached our cabin windows, as if it was willing to 
take fhelter there. Thefe cafes happened about forty degrees of north latitude and 

“yg between 
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between forty-feven and forty-nine degrees weft longitude from ‘London, and_alfo 
about twenty degrees longitude or more than nine hundred and twenty fea miles from 
any land whatfoever. ‘ 

Sept. roth. Within the American gulph a large bird, which we took for an owl, 
and likewife a little bird, fettled on our fails. 

“Sept. rath. A wood-pecker fettled on, our rigging : its back was of a fpeckled 
grey, and it feemed extremely fatigued. d another land-bird of the pafferine clafs, 
endeavoured to take fhelter and reft on our fhip. 

Before I entirely take leave of the fea I will communicate my obfervations on two 
curious phenomena. 

In the channel and in the ocean we faw, at night-time, {parks of. fire, as if flowing 
on the water, efpecially where it was agitated, fometimes one fingle {park fwam for the 
fpace of more than one minute on the ocean before it vanifhed. The failors obferved 
them commonly to appear during and after a ftormi from the north, and that often the 
fea is as if it were full of fire, and that fome fuch fhining fparks would likewife {tick to 
the matts and fails. 

Sometimes this light had not the appearance of fparks, but looked rather like the 
phofphorefcence of putrid wood. 

The Thames water which made our provifion of frefh water, is reputed to be the 
beft of any. It not only fettled in the oak cafks it is kept in, but becomes in a little 
time ftinking, when {topped up; however, this naufeous fmell it foon lofes, after being 
filled into large {tone jugs, and expofed to the open frefh air for two or three hours 
together. Often the vapours arifing from a cafk which has been kept clofe and {topped 
up for a great while take fire, if a candle is held near them when the cafk is opened ; 
and the Thames water is thought to have more of this quality than any other; though 
I was told that this even happened with any other water in the fame circumftances. 

Now I can refume my narrative ; and therefore obferve, that we afterwards failed on — 
the river with a fair wind, pretty late at night. In the dawn of the evening we paffed 
by Newcaftle, a little town on the weftern fhore of the river Delaware. It was already 
fo dark that we could hardly know it, but by the light which appeared through fome 
of the windows. The Dutch are faid to have been the firft founders of this place, 
which is therefore reckoned the moft ancient in the country, even more ancient than 
Philadelphia. But its trade can by no means be compared with the Philadelphia trade, 
though its fituation has more advantages in feveral refpects ; one of which is, that the 
river feldom freezes before it, and confequently fhips can come in and go out at any 
time. But near Philadelphia it is almoft every winter covered with ice, fo that naviga- 

_tion is interrupted for fome weeks together. But the country about Philadelphia and 
farther up, being highly cultivated, and the people bringing all their goods to that 
place, Newcaftle muft always be inferior to it. 

I mentioned that the Dutch laid the foundations of this town. This happened at 
the time when this country was as yet fubjec&t to Sweden. But the Dutch crept in, 
and intended by degrees to difpoffefs the Swedes, as a people who had taken poffeffion 
of their property. ‘They fucceeded in their attempt, for the Swedes not being able to 
bear with this encroachment, came to a war in which the Dutch got the better. But 
they did rot enjoy the fruits of their victory long ; for a few years after, the Englith 
came and deprived them of their acquifition, and have ever fince continued in the 
undifturbed poffeffion of the country. Somewhat later at night we caft anchor, the 
pilot not venturing to carry the fhip up the river in the dark, feveral fands being in - 
the way. : 

NMOL. XIII. 3D : Sept. 
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Sept. 15th. In the dawn of the morning we weighed anchor, and continued our 
voyage up the river. ‘Uhe country was inhabited almoft every where on both fides. 
The farm-houfes were however pretty far afunder. About eight o’clock in the morning 
we failed by the little town of Chefter, on the weftern fide ofthe river. In this town, 
our mate, who was born in Philadelphia, fhewed me the places which the Swedes til 

~ inhabit. 

At laft we arrived in Philadelphia about ten o’clock in the morning. We had not 
been more than fix weeks, or (to {peak more accurately) net quite forty-one days on 
our voyage from Gravefend to this place, including the time we {pent at Deal, in fup- 
plying ourfelves with the ncceflary frefh provifions, &c.; our voyage was therefore 
reckoned one of the fhorteft, for it is common in winter-time to be fourteen or more 
weeks in coming from Gravefend to Philadelphia. Hardly any body ever had a more 
pleafant voyage over this great ocean than we had; Captain Lawfon affirmed this 
feveral times, nay, he affured us he had never feen fuch calm weather in this ocean, 
though he had croffed it very often. The wind was generally fo favourable that a 
boat of a middling fize might have failed in perfect fafety. he fea never went over 
our cabin, and but once over the deck, and that was only ina fwell. ‘Ihe weather 
indeed was fo clear that a great number of the Germans on board flept on the deck. 
The cabin windows needed not the fhutters. All thefe are circumftances which 
fhow the uncommon goodnefs of the weather. 

Captain Lawfon’s civility increafed the pleafure of the voyage. : 

As foon as we came to the town and had caft anchor, many of the inhabitants came 
on board, to enquire for letters. They took all thofe which they could carry, either 
for themfelves or for their friends. Thofe which remained, thecaptain ordered to be 
carried on fhore and left at a coffee-houfe; by this means he was rid of the trouble 
of delivering them himfelf. I afterwards went on fhore with him; but before 
he went, he ftrictly charged the fecond mate to let no one of the German refugees 
out of the fhip, unlefs he paid for his paflage, or fomebody elfe paid for him, or 
bought him. 

On my leaving London, I received letters of recommendation from Mr. Abraham . 
Spalding, Mr. Peter Collinfon, Dr. Mitchel, and others, to their friends here. It 
was eafy for me therefore to get acquaintance. Mr. Benjamin Franklin, to whom 
Penfylvania is indebted for its welfare, and the learned world for many new difcoveries 
in ele@ricity, was the firft who took notice of me, and introduced me to many of his 
friends. He gave me all neceffary inftructions, and fhewed me his kindnefs on many 
occafions. 

I went to-day, acccmpanied by Mr. Jacob Bengfton, a member of the Swedith con- 
fiftory, and the fculptor Guftavus Heffelius, to fee the town and the fields which lay 
before it. (Lhe former is brother to the Rev. Mefirs, Andrew and Samuel Heffelius, 
both minifters at Chriftiana in New Sweden, and of the late Dr. John Heffelius in the 
provinces of Nerik and Wermeland). My new friend had followed his brother Andrew 
in 1711 to this country, and had fince lived in it. I found that I was now come into 
a new world. Whenever ‘I looked to the ground, I every where found fuch plants as 
Thad never feen before; when I fawa tree, I was forced to ftop, and afk thofe who 
accompanied me, how it was called. The firft plant which ftruck my eyes was an 
andropogon, ora kind of grafs; and grafs is a part of botany I always delighted in, 
I was feized with terror at the thought of ranging fo many new and unknown parts 
of natural hiftory. At firft I only confidered the plants, without venturing on a more 


accurate examination. . 
8 At 
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- At night I took up my lodging with a grocer who was a quaker; and I met with 
very good honeft people in this houfe, fuch as moft people of this profeffion appeared 
tome. I and my Yungftroem, the companion of my voyage, had a room, candles, 
beds, attendance, and three meals a-day, if we chofe to have fo many, for twenty 
fhillings per week in Penfylvania currency. . But wood, wahing, and wine, if required, 
were to be paid for befides. 

Sept.sthe 16th. Before I proceed I muft give a fhort defcription of Philadelphia, 
which I fhall frequently mention in the fequel of my travels. I here put down 
feveral particulars which | marked during my ftay at that place, as a help to my 
meniory. * 

Philadelphia, the capital of Penfylvania, a province which makes part of what for- 
merly was called New Sweden, is one of the principal towns in North America; and 
next to Bofton the greateft.  Itis fituated almoft in the centre of the Englifh colonies, 
and its lat. is thirty-nine deg. and fifty min. but its weft long. from London near 
feventy-five deg. 

This town was built in the year 1683, or as others fay, in 1682, by the well-known 
quaker William Pen, who got this whole province by a grant from Charles the Second, 
King of England, after Sweden had given up its claims to it. According to Pen’s 
plan, the town was to have been built upon a piece of land which is formed by the 
union of the rivers Delaware and Skulkill, in a quadrangular form, two Englith miles 
long and one broad. The eaftern fide would therefore have been bounded by the 
Delaware, and the weftern by the Skulkill. They had aétually begun to build houfes 
on both thefe rivers, for eight capital ftreets, each two Engliih miles long, and fixteen 
leffer ftreets (or lanes) acrofs them, each one mile in length, were marked out with a 
confiderable breadth, and in ftraight lines. The place was at that time almoft an entire 
wilde:nefs covered with thick forefts, and belonged to three Swedifh brothers called 
Sven’s Sener (fons of Sven) who had fettled in it. They with difficulty left the 

~. place ; the fituation of which was very advantageous. But at laft they were perfuaded 
to it by Pen, who gave them a few Engliih miles from that place, twice the fpace of 
country they inhabited. However Pen himfelf, and his defcendants atter him, have 
confiderably leffened the ground belonging to them,:by repeated menfurations, under 
pretence that they had taken more than they ought. 

But the inhabitants could not be got in fufficient number to fill a place of fuch 
extent. The plan therefore about the river Skulkill was laid afide till more favourable 
circumftances fhould occur, and the houfes were only built along the Delaware. This 
river flows along the eaftern fide of the town, is of great advantage to its trade, and 
gives a fine profpeét. ‘Ihe houfes- which had already been built upon the Skulkill 
were tran{fplanted hitherto by degrees. This town accordingly lies in a very pleafant' 
country from north to fouth along the river. It meafures fomewhat more than an 
Engltfh mile in length ; and its breadth in fome places is half a mileormore. The 
ground is flat and confifts.of fand mixed with a little clay. Experience has fhewn that 
the air of this place is very healthy. 

The ftreets are regular, fine, and moft of them are fifty foot, Englifh meafure, 
broad. Arch-ftreet meafures fixty-fix feet in breadth, and Markert-ftrect, or the prin- 
cipal ftreec where the market is kept, near a hundred. Thofe which run longitudinally, 
or from north to fouth are feven, exclufive of a little one, which runs along the river, 
to the fouth of the market, and is called Water-ftreet. The lanes which go acrofs, 
and were intended to reach from the Delaware to the Skulkill, are eight in number. 
They.do not go quite from eaft to weft, but deviate a little from that direCtion. All 
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the ftreets except two which are neareft to the river, run in a ftraight line, and nrake 
right angles at the interfections ; fome are paved, others are not, and it feems lefs 
mneceflary, fince the ground is fandy, and therefore foon abforbs the wet. But in molt 
of the ftreets is a pavement of flags, a fathom or more broad, laid before the houfes, 
and pofts put on the outfide three or four fathom afunder. Under the roofs are gutters 
which are carefully connected with pipes, and by this means, thofe who. walk under 
them when it rains, or when the fhow melts, need not fear being wet by the dropping 
from the Yoofs. 

"The houfes make a good appearance, are frequently feveral ftories high, and built 
either of bricks or of {tone ; but the fdfmer are more commonly ufed, fince bricks are 
made before the town, and are well burnt. ‘The ftone which has been employed in the 
building of other houfes is a mixture of black or grey glimmer, running in undulated 
veins, and of a loofe, and quite fmall grained limeftone, which runs fcattered between 
the bendings of the other veins, and are of a grey colour, excepting here and there fome 
fingle grains of fand of a paler hue. The glimmer makes the greateft part of the ftone, 
but the mixture is fometimes of another kind, as I fhall relate ‘hereafter under the 
‘article, eleventh of O&tober. This ftone is now got in great quantities in the country, 
is eafily cut, and has the good quality of not attracting the moifture in a wet feafon. 
Very good lime is burnt every where hereabouts for mafonry. 

‘The houfes are covered with fhingles. The wood for this purpofe is taken from the 
cupreffus thyoides Linn, or a tree which Swedes here call the white juniper tree, and 
the Englith, the white cedar. Swamps and moraffes formerly were full,of them, but 
at prefent thefe trees are for the greateft part cut down, and no attempt has as yet been 
made to plant new ones. The wood is very light, rots lefs than any other in this 
country, and for that reafon is exceeding good for roofs, for it is not too heavy for the 
walls, and will ferve for forty or fifty yearstogether. But many people already begin 
to fear, that thefe roofs will in tine be looked upon as having been very detrimental 
to’the city. For being fo very light, moft people who have built their houfes of ftone__ 
or bricks, have been led to make their walls extremely thin. But at prefent this kind 
of wood is almoft entirely deftroyed. Whenever therefore in procefs of time thefe 
roofs decay, the people will be obliged to have recourfe ta the heavier materials of 
tiles, or the like, which the walls will not be ftrong enough to bear. The roof will 
therefore require {upports, or the people be obliged to pull down the walls and to 
“build new ones, or to take other fteps for fecuring them. Several people have already 
in late years begun to make roofs of tiles. 

. Among the public buildings I will firft mention churches, of which there are feveral, 
for God is ferved in various ways in this country. 

1. The Englifh eftablithed church ftands in the northern part of the town, at fome 
diftance from the market, and is the fineft of all. It has a little inconfiderable 
fteeple, in which isa bell to be rung when it is time to go to church, and on burials. 
It has likewife a clock which ftrikes the hours. This building which is called Chrift 
Church, was founded towards the end of the laft century,"but has lately been rebuilt and 
more adorned. It has two minifters who get the greateft part of their falary from 
England. In the beginning of this century, the Swedith minifter the Rev. Mr. Rud- 
mann, performed the funétions of a clergyman to the Englifh congregation for near two 
years, during the abfence of their own clergyman. 3 

. a. The Swedith church, which is otherwife called the church of Weekacko, is on 
the fouthern part of the town, and almoft without it on the river's fide, and its fituation 
is therefore more agreeable than that of.any other. I fhall have an opportunity of 
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defcribing it more exaétly, when I hall {peak of the Swedes in: particular, who live in 
this place. 7 

4. The German Lutheran church is on the north+welt fide of the town. On my ar- 
rivil in America it had a little fteeple, but that being put up by an ignorant architec, 
betore the walls of the church were quite dry, they leaned forwards by its weight, 
and therefore they were forced to pull it down again in the autumn of the year 1750. 
‘About that time the congregation yeceived a fine organ from Germany. They have 
only one minifter, who hkewife preaches at another Lutheran church in Gegmantown. 
He preaches alternately one Sunday in that church, and another in this. The firft 
clergyman which the Lutherans had in this toyn, was the Rev. Mr. Muhlenberg, who 
laid the foundations of this church in 1743, and being called to another place af- 
terwards, the Rev. Mr. Brunholz from Slefwick, was his fucceffor, and is. yet here. 
Both thefe gentlemen were fent to this place from Hall in Saxony, and have been 
a great advantage to it by their peculiar talent of preaching in an edifying manner. 
A little while before this church was built, the Lutheran Germans had no clergyman 
for themfelves, fo that the every-where beloved Swedith minifter at Weekacko, Mr. 
Dylander, preached likewife to them. He therefore preached three fermons every 
Sunday; the firft early in the morning to the Germans ; the fecond to the Swedes ; 
and the third in the afternoon to the Englifh; and befides this, he went all the week 
into the country, and inftruéted the Germans who lived feparately there. He there- 
fore frequently preached fixteen_fertnons a-week. And after his death, which hap- 

ened in November 1741, the Germans firft wrote to Germany for a clergyman for 
themfelves. ‘This congregation is at prefent very numerous, fo that every Sunday 
the church is very much crowded. It has two galleries, but no veftry. They do 
not fing the collects, but read them before the altar. 

4. The old Prefbyterian church is not far from the market, and on the fouth fide 
of Market-ftreet. It is of a middling fize, and built in the year 1704, as the inferip- 
tion on the northern pediment fhews. ‘The roof is built a moft hemifpherical, or at 
Jeaft formsa hexagon. ‘The whole building ftands from north to fouth, for the Prefbyte- 
rians do not regard, as other people do, whether their churches look towards a cer- 
tain. point of the heavens or not. 

s. The new Prefbyterian church was built in the year 1750, by the new-lights in 
the north-weftern part of the town. By the name of new-lights, are underftood the 

eople who have, from different religions, become profelytes to the well known 
Whitefield, who in, the years 1739, 1740, and likewife in 1744 and 1745, travelled 
through almoft all the Englifh colonies. His delivery, his extraordinary zeal, and 
other talents fo well adapted to the intelleéts of his hearers, made him fo popular that 
he frequently, efpecially in the two firft years, got from eight thoufand to twenty 
thoufand hearers in the fields, His intention in thefe travels was to collect money 
for an orphans’ hofpital which had been ereéted in Georgia. He here frequently 
collected feventy pounds fterling at one fermon; nay, at two fermons which he 

reached in the year 1740, doth on one Sunday, at Philadelphia, he got an hundred 
and fifty pounds. ‘The profelytes of this man, or the above-mentioned new-lights, 
are at prefent merely a fect of Prefbyterians. For though Whitefield was originally 
a clergyw.an of the Englifh church, yet he deviated by little and little from her doc- 
trines; and on arriving in the year 1744 at Bofton in New England, he difputed 
with the Prefbyterians about their doétrines fo much that he almoft entirely embraced 


them. For Whitefield was no great difputant, and could therefore eafily be led by 
: thele 
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thefe cunning people, whitherfoever they would have him. This likewife during his Jat. 
ter flay in America caufed his audience to be lefs numerous than during the firft!. The 
new-lights built firft, in the year 1741, a great houfe in the weftern part of the town, 
to hold divine fervice in. But a divifion arifing amongft them after the departure of 
Whitefield, and befides on other accounts, the building was fold. to the town in the 
beginning of the year 1750, and deftined fora fchool. The new-lights then built a 
church which I call the new Prefbyterian one. On its eaftern pediment is the fol- 
lowing infcription in golden letters : Templum Prefbyterianum, annuente Numine, ereco 
tum, Anno Dom. MDCCL. : 

6. The old German reformed church is built in the weft-north-weft part of the town, 
and looks like the church in the Ladugoordfield near Stockholm. It is not yet finifh- 
ed, though for feveral years together, the congregation has kept up divine fervice in 
it. Thefe Germans attended the German fervice at the Swedifh church, whilft the 
Swedifh minifter, Mr. Dylander, lived. —But as the Lutherans got a clergyman for 
themfelves on the death of the laft, thofe of the reformed church made likewife pre- 
parations to get one from Dordrecht; and the firft who was fent to them, was the 
Rev. Mr. Slaughter, whom I found on my arrival. But in the year 1750, another 
clergyman of the reformed church arrived from Holland, and by his artful behaviour 
fo infinuated himfelf into the favour of the Rev. Mr. Slaughter’s congregation, that 
the latter loft almoft half his audience. The two clergymen then difputed for feveral 
Sundays together about the pulpit; nay, péople relate that the new comer mounted 
the pulpit on a Saturday, and ftaid in it all night. The other being thus excluded, 
the two parties in the audience, made themfelves the fubjeét both of the laughter and 
of the fcorn of the whole town, by beating and bruiting cach other, and committing 
other excefles. The affair was inquiged into by the magiftrates, and decided in favour 
of the Rev. Mr. Slaughter, the perfon who had been abufed. 

7. The new reformed church was built at a little diftance from the old one by the 
party of the clergyman who had loft his caufe. “This man however had influence 
enough to bring over to his party almoft the whole audience of his antagonift, at the 
end of the year 1750, and therefore this new church will foon be ufeleis, 

8. 9. The Quakers have two meetings, one in the market, and the other in the 
northern part of the town. In them are, according to the cultom of this people, 
neither altars, nor pulpits, nor any other ornaments ufual in churches ; but only feats 
and fome fconces. ‘They meet thrice every Sunday in them, and befides that at cer. 
tain times every week or every month. I fhall mention more about them here- 
after. 

to. The Baptifts have their fervice in the northern part of the town. 

11. ‘The Roman Catholics have in the fouth-weft part of the town a great houfe, 
which is well adorned within, and has an organ. 

12. The Moravian Brethren have hired a great houfe, in the northern part of the 
town, in which they performed the fervice both in German and in Englifh ; not only 
twice or three times every Sunday, but likewife every night after it is grown dark. 
But in the winter of the year 1750, they were obliged to drop their evening meet- 
ings; fome wanton young fellows having feveral times difturbed the congregation, 
by an inftrument founding like the note of acuckoo; for this noife they wade ina 
dark corner, not only at the end of every ftanza, but likewife at that of every 
line, whilft they were finging a hymn. 

Thofe 
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Thofe of the Englith church, the New-lights, the Quakers, and the Germans of the 
reformed religion, have each of them their burying-places on one fide out of town, and 
not near their churches, though the firft of thefe fometimes make an exception. AN 
the others bury their dead in their church-yards, and the Moraviari Brethren bury 
where they can. The negroes are buried in a particular place out of town. 

I now proceed to mention the other public buildings in Philadelphia. 

The town-hall, or the place where the affemblies are held, is fituated in the weftern 
part of the town ; itis a fine large building, having a tower with a bell in the middle, 
and is the greateft ornament to the town, ‘The deputies of each province meet in it 
commonly every O€tober, or even more frequently, if circumftances require it, in order 
to confider of the welfare of the country, and to hold their parliaments or diets in mi- 
niature. There they revife the old laws, and make new ones. 

On one fide of this building ftands the library, which was firft begun in the year 
1742, on a public fpirited plan, formed and put in execution by the learned Mr. Frank- 
lin; for he perfuaded firft the moft fubftantial people in the town to pay forty fhillings 
at the outfet, and afterwards annually ten fhillings, all in Penfylvania currency, towards 
purchafing all kinds of ufeful books. The fubfcribers are entitled to make ufe of the 
books. Other people are likewife at liberty to borrow them for a certain time, but 
mutt leave a pledge, and pay eight-pence a week for a folio volume, fix-pence for a 
quarto, and four-pence for all others of a fmaller fize. As foon as the time allowed 
a perfon for ths perufal of the volume is elapfed, it muft be returned, or he is fined. 
‘The money arifing in this manner is employed for the falary of the librarian, and for 
purchafing new books. There is already a fine collection of excellent, works, moft of 
them Englifh, many French and Latin, but few in any other language. The fubfcribers 
were fo kind to me, as to order the librarian, during my ftay here, to lend me every 
book which I fhould want, without requiring any payment. ‘Uhe library was open. 
every Saturday from four to eight o’clock in the afternoon. Befides the books, feveral 
mathematical and phyfical inftruments, and a large colleGtion of natural curiofities, were 
to be feen in it. Several little libraries were founded in the town on the fame footing 
or nearly with this. . 

"Phe court-houfe ftands in the middle of Market-ftreet, to the weft of the market ; 
it is a fine building, “with a little tower in which there is a bell. Below and round 
about this building the market is properly kept every week. 

The building of the academy is in the weftern part of the town, It was formerly, 
as I have before mentioned, a mecting-houfe of the followers of Whitefield ; but they 
fold it in the year 1750, and it was deftined to be the feat of an univerfity, or to exprefs 
myfelf in more exact terms, to be a college ; it was thereforecfitted up to this purpofe, 
The youths are here only taught thofe things which they learn in our common 
fchools; but in time, fuch lectures are intended to be read here as are ufual in real 
univerfities. 

‘At the clofe of the laft war, a redoubt was ereéted here,’ on the fouth fide of the 
town, near the river, to prevent the French and Spanith privateers from landing. But 
this was done after a very ftrong debate. For the Quakers oppofed all fortifications, 
as contrarv to the tenets of their religion, which allow not Chriftians to make war, either 
offenfive or defenfive, but direct them to place their truft in the Almighty alone. 
Several papers were then handed about for and againit the opinion. But the enemy’s 
privateers having taken feveral veffels belonging to the town, in the river, many of the 
Quakers, if not all of them, found it reafonable to forward the building of the fortifica- 
tion as much as poffible, at leaft by a fupply.of money. ae 
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Of all the natural advantages of the town -its temperate climate is the moft confi- 
derable, the winter not being over fevere, and its duration but thort, and the fummer 
not too hot ; the country round about bringing forth thofe fruits in the greateft plenty, 
which are raifed by hufbandry. Their September and O@ober are like the beginning 
of the Swedifh Auguft. And the firft days in their February are frequently as pleafant 
as the end of April and the beginning of May in Sweden. Even their coldeft days in 
fome winters have been no feverer than the days at the end of autumn are in the 
middlemoft parts of Sweden, and the fouthern ones of Finland. 

The good and clear water in Philadelphia is likewife one of its advantages. For 
though there are no fountains in the town, yet there is a well in every houfe, and fe- 
veral in the ftreets, all which afford excellent water for boiling, drinking, wathing, and 
other ufes. The water is commonly met with at the depth of forty feet. The water 
of the river Delaware is likewife good. But in making the wells, a fault is frequently 
committed, which in feveral places of the town fpoils the water, which is naturally 
good; I fhall in the fequel take an opportunity of {peaking further about it. 

The Delaware is exceeding convenient for trade. It is one of the greateft rivers in 
the world: is three Englith miles broad at its mouth, two miles at the town of Wil- 
mington, and three quarters of a mile at Philadelphia. This city lies within ninety or: 
an hundred Englith miles from the fea, or from the place where the river Delaware 
difcharges itfelf into the bay of that name. Yet its depth is hardly ever lefs than five 
or fix fathoms. The greateft fhips therefore can fail quite up to the town, and anchor 
in good ground in five fathoms of water, on the fide of the bridge. The water here 
has no longer a faltith tafte, and therefore all deftructive worms which have faftened 
themfelves to the fhips in the fea, and have pierced holes into them, either die, or drop 
off, after the fhip has been here for a while. 

The only difadvantage which trade labours under here is the freezing of ‘the river 
almoft every winter for a month or more. For during that time the navigation is en- 
tirely ftopped. But this does not happen at Bofton, New York, and other towns 
which are nearer the fea. 

The tide comes up to Philadelphia, and even goes thirty miles higher, to Trenton. 
The difference between high and low water is eight feet at Philadelphia. 

The cataracts of the Delaware, near Trenton, and of the Skulkill, at fome diftance 
from Philadelphia, make thefe rivers ufelefs further up the country, in regard to the 
conveyance of goods either from or to Philadelphia. Both muft therefore be carried 
on waggons or carts. It has therefore already been thought of to make thefe two 
rivers navigable in time, at leaft for large boats and finall veffels. 

Several fhips are annually built of American oak, in the docks which are made in 
different parts of the town and about it ; yet they can by no means be put in com. 
parifon with thofe built of European oak, in point of goodnefs and duration. 

The town carries ona great trade both with the inhabitants of the country, and to 

_ other parts of the world, efpecially to the Weft Indies, South America, and the An- 
tilles; to England, Ireland, Portugal, and to feveral Englifh colonies in North America. 
Yet none but Englith fhips are allowed to come into this port. i 

Philadelphia reaps the greateft profits from its trade to the Weft Indies: for thither 
the inhabitants fhip almoft every day a quantity of flour, butter, flefh, and othe. victuals, 
timber, plank, and thelike. In return they receive either fugar, molafles, rum, indigo, 
mahogany, and other goods, or ready money. The true mahogany, which grows in 
Jamaica, is at prefent almoft all cut down. 

: They 
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They fend both Weft India goods and their own productions to England ; the latter 
are all forts of woods, efpeciaily black walnut, and oak planks fer fhips; fhips ready 
built, iron, hides, and tar. Yet this latter is properly bought in New Jerfey, the forefts 
of which province are confequently more ruined than any others. Ready money is like- 
wife fent over to England; from whence in return they get all forts of goods there 
manufactured, viz. fine and cearfe cloth, linen, iron ware, and other wrought metals, 
and Eaft India goods; for it is to be obferved, that England fupplies Philadelphia with 
almoft all ftuffs and manufactured goods which are wanted here. 

A great quantity of linfecd. goes annually to Ireland, together with many of the fhips 
which are built here. Portugal gets wheat corn, flour, and maize which is not ground. 
Spain fometimes takes fome corn. But all the money which is got in thefe feveral 
countries, muft immediately be fent to England, in payment for the goods which are 
got from thence; and yet thofe fums are not fufficient to pay all the debts. 

But to thew more exaétly what the town and province have imported from England, 
in different years, I fhall here infert an extract from the Englifh cuftom-houfe books, 
which I got from the engineer Lewis Evans, at Philadelphia. ‘This gentleman had 
défired one of his friends in London to fend him a complete account of ail the goods 
fhipped from England to Penfylvania in feveral years. He got this account; and 
though the goods are not enumerated in it, yet their value in money is calculated. 
Such extraéts from the cuftom-houfe books have been made for every North American 
province, in order to convince the Englifh parliament, that thofe provinces have taken 
greater quantities of the goods in that kingdom ever fince they have turned their money 
into bills. 

I have taken the copy from the original itfelf; and it is to be obferved that it begins 
with the Chriftmas of the year 1722, and ends about the fame time of the year 1747. 
In the firft column is the value of the foreign goods, the duty for which has already 
been paid in England. The fecond column fhews the value of the goods manufactured 
in England, and exported to Penfylvania. And in the laft column thefe two fums are 
added together, but at the bottom each of the columns is caft up. 

But this table does not include the goods which are annually fhipped in great quan- 
tities to Penfylvania from Scotland and Ireland, among which is a great quantity of 
jinen. 
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‘The Value of the Goods annually fhipped from England to Penfylvania, 












The Year, The Sums of thefe 
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The whole extent of the Philadelphia trade may be comprehended from the number 
of fhips which annually arrive at and fail from this town. | intend to infert heraa 
table of a few years, which J have taken from the gazettes of the town. The fhips 
coming and going in one year, are to be reckoned from the twenty-fifth of March of 
that year to the twenty-fifth of March of the next. 


The Year. Ships arrived. Ships failed. 
17356. 5 - = 199 .- = % 212 
1740, = - 2 307° - - - 208 
W74le 5 = 2 292 + - = 309 
1744. - roe 229 - - - 271 
1745. - - = 280 - - 4 301 
i eC) 


But it is much to be feared that the trade of Philadelphia, and of all the Englith 
colonies, will rather decreafe than increafe, in cafe no provifion is made to prevent it, 
I fhall hereafter plainly thew upon what foundation this decreafe of trade is likely to 


take place. ‘ 
The 
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‘The town not only furnifhes moft of the inhabitants.of Penlylxania: with the goods 

which they want, but numbers of the inhabitants of New Jerfey:comg every day and 
carry on a great trade. ' Re ae : 
_ The town has two great fairs every year ; one in May, and the other in-November, 
both on the fixteenth days of thofe two months. But befides thefe.fairs, there are 
every week two market days, viz. Wednefday and Saturday. On thbfe days the 
country people in Penfylvahia and New Jerfey bring to town a quantity of viduals, and 
other produétions of the country, and this is a great advantage to the town. It is 
therefore to be wifhed that the like regulation might be made in our Swedifh towns, 
You are fure to meet with every produce of the feafon, which the country affords, 
on the market-days. But on other days they are in vain fought for. 

Provifions are always to be got frefh hete, and for that reafon moft of the inha- 

bitants never buy more at a time than what will be fufficient till the next market-day. 
In fummer there is a market almoft every day ; for the victuals do not keep well, in 
the great heat. There are two places in the town where thefe markets are kept ; but 
that near the court-houfe is the principal. It begins about four or five o’clock in the 
morning, and ends about nine o’clock in the forenoon. 
* The town is not enclofed, and has no other cuftom-houfe than the great one for the 
fhigs. 
The ‘overnor of the whole province lives here ; and though he is nominated by the 
heirs of Pen, yet he cannot take that office without being confirmed by the King of 
England. 

The ‘quakers of almoft all parts of North America, have their great aflembly here 
once a year. : : : 

In 1743, a fociety for the advancement of the fciences was erected here. Its ob- 
jeéts would have been the curiofities of the three kingdoms, of nature, mathematics, 
phyfic, chemiftry, ceconomy, and manufactures. But the war, which enfued imme- 
diately, ftopped all defigns of this nature, and fince that time, nothing has been done 
towards eftablifhing any thing of this kind. 

The declination of the needle was here obferved on the thirtieth of October 1750, 
old ftyle, to be five degrees and forty-five minutes weft. It was examined by the new 
meridian, which was drawn at Philadelphia in the autumn of the fame year, and extend- 
ed a mile in length. By experience it appears, that this declination leffens about a 
degree in twenty years’ time. 

The greateft difference in the rifing and falling of the barometer is, according to 
the obfervations made for feveral years together by Mr. James Logan, found at 28” 59 
and 30” 78. ‘ 

Here are three printers ; and every week two Englifh, and one German newfpaper 
is printed. - 

ttn 1732, on the fifth of September, old ftyle, a little earthquake was felt here about 
noon, and at the fame time at Bofton in New England, and at Montreal in Canada, 
which places are above fixty Swedith miles afunder. 

In November 1737, the well known Prince from Mount Lebarton, Sheich Sidi, 
came to Philadelphia, on his travels through moft of the Englifh American colonies. 
And inthe fame year a fecond earthquake was felt about eleven o’clock at night, on 
the feven.h of December. But it did not continue above half a minute, and yet it was 
felt, according to the accounts of the gazettes, at the fame hour in Newcaftle, New 
York, New London, Bofton, and other towns of New England. It had therefore 
likewife reached feveral miles, 

5E2 The 
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The. Count Sinzendorf * arrived here in the December of the year'1741, and con- 
tinued till the next fpring. His uncommon -behaviour perfuaded many Englifhmen 
of rank, that he was difordered:in his head. 

I have not been able to find the exatt number of the inhabitants of Philadelphia. 
In the year 1746, they- were reckoned above ten thoufand, and fince thar time their 
number is incredibly increafed.. Neither can it be made out from the bills of mor- 
tality, fince they are not kept regularly in all the churches. I fhall, however, men- ” 
tion’ fome of thofe which appeared either in the gazettes or in bills printed on pur- 
pofe. : : 


Year. Dead. | Year. Dead. Year. Dead. 
17306 227 1741. 345 _ 1745+ 420 
1738. 250 1742. 409 1748. 672 
1739 35° 1743. 425 1749+ 758 
1740. 290 | 1744. 4ro 1750. 716 


From thefe bills of mortality it alfo appears, that the difeaies which are the moft 
fatal, are confumptions, fevers, convulfions, pleurifies, hemorrhages, and dropfies. 

The number of thofe that are born cannot be determined, fince in many churches 
no order is obferved with regard to this affair. The Quakers, who are the moft gu- 
merous in this town, never baptize their children, though they take a pretty exact 
account of all who are bornamong them. 

It is likewife impoffible to guefs at the number of inhabitants from the dead, becaufe. 
_ the town gets fuch great {upplies annually from other countries. In the fummer of the 

year 1749, near twelve thoufand Germans came over to Philadelphia, many of whom 
flaid in that town. In the fame year the houfes in Philadelphia were counted, and 
found to be two thoufand and feventy-fix in number. 

The town is now quite filled with inhabitants, which in regard to their country, 
religion, and trade, are very different from each other. You meet with excellent 
spaltere in all trades, and many things are made here full as well asin England. Yet 
no manufaétures, efpecially for making fine cloth, are eftablifhed. Perhaps the reafon. 
is, that it can be got with fo little difficulty from England, and that the breed of fheep 
which is brought over, degeneratesin procefs of time, and affords but acoarfe wool. 

Here is great plenty of provifions, and their prices are very moderate. ‘There are 
no examples of an extraordinary dearth. 

Every one who acknowledges God to be the creator, preferver, and ruler of all 
things, and teaches or undertakes nothing againft the fate, or againit the common 
peace, is at liberty to fettle, ftay, and carry on his trade here, be his religious prin- 
ciples ever fo ftrange. No one is here molefted on account of the erroneous principles 
of the doétrine which he follows, if he does not exceed the above-mentioned bounds. 
And he is fo well fecured by the laws in his perfon and property, and enjoys fuch 
liberties, that a citizen of Philadelphia may in a manner be faid to live in his houfe like 
a king. ; 

On a careful confideration of what I have already faid, it will be eafy to conceive 
how this city fhould rife fo fuddenly from nothing, into fuch grandeur and perfection, 
without fuppofing any powerful monarch’s contributing to it, either by punifhing 
the wicked, or by giving great fupplies in money; and yetits fine appeararce, good 
rpgulations, agreeable fituation, natural advantages, trade, riches and power,~are by 
no means inferior to thofe of any, even of the molt ancient towns inEurope. It has 


* Head of the Moravian Brethren. F. 
8 7 not 
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not been neceffary to force peo: le to come and fettle here-s ‘on the contrary, foreigners 
of different languages have left their country, houfes, property, and relations, and 
ventured over wide and ftormy feas, in order to come hither. Other countries, 
which have been peopled for a long fpace of time, complain of the {mall number of 
their inhabitants. But Penfylvania, which was no better than a defart in the year 

2681, and hardly contained five hundred people, now vies with feveral kingdoms in 

Europe in number of inhabitants. It has received numbers of people, which other 
countries, to their infinite lofs, have either neglected or expelled. 

_ A wretched old wooden building, on a hill near the river fomewhat north of the 
Wickako church, belonging to one of the Sons of Sven, of whom, as before men- 
tioned, the ground was bought for building Philadelphia upon, is preferved on pur-, 
pofe, as a memorial of the poor ftate of that place before the town was built onit. Its 
antiquity gives it a kind of fuperiority over all the other buildings in town, though in 
itfelf the worft of all. This hut was inhabited, whilft as yet {tags, deers, elks, and 

- beavers, at broad day-light, lived in the future ftreets, church-yards, and market- 

places of Philadelphia. ‘fhe noife of a fpinning wheel was heard in this houfe, before 

the manufactures now eftablifhed were thought of, or Philadelphia built. But with all 
thefe advantages, this houfe is ready to fall down, and, in a few years to come, it 
will be as difficult to find the place where it ftood, as it was unlikely at the time of its 
ereGtion, that one of the greateft towns in America fhould in a fhort time ftand clofe 
up to it. ; ee 

Rae t. 9th. Mr. Peter Cock, a merchant of this town, affured me that he had laft 
week himfelf been a fpectator of a fnake’s {wallowing a little bird. This bird, which 
from its cry has the name of cat-bird, (mufcicapa carolinenfis, Linn.) flew from one 
pranch of a tree to another, and was making a doleful tune. At the bottom of the 
tree, but at a fathom’s diftance from the ftem, lay one ofthe great black fnakes, with 
its head continually upright, pointing towards the bird, which. was always fluttering 
about, and now and then fettling on the branches. At firft it only kept in the top- 
mott branches, but by degrees it came lower down, and even flew upon the ground, 
and hopped to the place where the fnake lay, which immediately opened its mouth, 
caught the bird, and fwallowed it; but it had fearce finifhed its repaft before 

Mr. Cock came up and killed it. 1 was afterwards told that this kind of fnakes was 

frequently obferved to purfue little birds in this manner, It is already well. known that 

the rattle-fnake does the fame. . 

‘As 1 walked out into the fields I found feveral European and. even Swedith 
plants growing there, But thofe which are peculiar to America, are much more 
numerous. j 

The Virginian maple grows in plenty on the fhores of the Delaware.. ‘The Englith 
in this country call it either buttonwood, or waterbeech, which latter name is moft 
ufual. The Swedes call it wattenbok, or wafbok. It is Linnezus’s platanus occiden- 
talis. See Catefby’s Nat. Hift. of Carolina, vol. i. p. 56. t. 56. It grows for the 
greateft part in low places, but efpecially on the edge of rivers and brooks. But thefe 
trees are eafily tran{planted to more dry places, if they be only filled with good foil ; 
and as their leaves are large, and their foliage thick, they are planted about the houfes 
and in grrdens, to afford a pleafant fhade in the hot feafon. Some of the Swedes had 
boxes, Dails, and the like, made of the bark of this tree bythe native Americans. They 
fay that thofe people, whilft they were yet fettled here, made little difhes of this bark 
for gathering whortleberries. ‘This tree likewife grows in marfhes, or in fwampy 


fields, where. afh and red. maple commonly grow. They are frequently as tall and. 
: thick 
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thick as the beft of our fir trees. The : feed .flays. on them till. fpring, but in the 
vmiddle of April the pods open and thed the-féeds. Query, Whether they ‘are not 
ripe before that time, and confequently fooner fit for fowing ? ‘This American maple 
is remarkable for its quick growth, in which it exceeds all other trees. ‘There are fuch 
numbers of them on the low meadows between Philadelphia and the ferry at Glou- 
cefter, on both fides of the road, that in fummer time you go as it were through a 
fhady walk. In that part of Philadelphia which is near the Swedifhrchurch, fome 
great trees of this kind ftand on the banks of the river. In the year 1750, on the 
tsth of May, I faw the buds ftill on them ; and in the year 1749 they began to flower 
on the eighth of that month. Several trees of this fort are planted at Chelfea, near 
«London, and they now, in point of height, vie with the talleft oak. 

Sept. 18th. In the morning I went with the Swedifh painter, Mr. Heflelius, to the 
country feat of Mr. Bartram, which is about four Englifh miles to the fouth of Phila- 
delphia, at fome diftance from the high road to Maryland, Virginia, and 
I had therefore the firft opportunity here of getting an exact knowledge of 
of the country, which was a plain covered with all kinds of trees with 

_ leaves. ‘The ground was fandy, mixed with clay; but the fand feemed to be in greater 
quantity. In fome parts the wood was cut down, and we faw the habitations of fome 
country people, whofe corn-fields and plantations were round their farm-houfes. The 
wood was full of mulberry-trees, walnut-trees of feveral kinds, chefnut-trees, faffafras, 
and the like. Several forts of wild vines clafped their tendrils round, and climbed up 
to the fummits of the higheft trees; and in other places they twined round the en- 
clofures, fo thick, that the latter almoft funk down under their weight. ‘he per- 
fimon, or diofpyros Virginiana, Linn. fp. pl. p. 1510, grew in the marfhy fields 
and about fprings. Its little apples looked very well already, but are not fit for eating, 
before the froft has affected them, and then they have a very fine tafte. Heffelius 
gathered fome of them, and defired my fervant to tafte of the fruits of the land; but 
this poor credulous fellow had hardly bit into them, when he felt the qualities they. 
have before the froft has penetrated them. For they contracted his mouth fo that he 
could hardly fpeak, and had a very difagreeable tafte. This difgufted him fo much 
that he was with difficulty perfuaded to tafte of it during the whole of our flay in 
America, notwithftanding it lofes all its acidity, and acquires an agreeable flavour in 
autumn and towards the beginning of winter. For the fellow always imagined, that 
though he fhould eat them ever fo late in the year, they would ftill retain the fame 
difagreeable tafte. 

To fatisfy the curiofity of thofe who are willing to know how‘the woods look in this 
country, and whether or no the trees in them are the fame with thofe found in our 
forefts, [here infert a fmall catalogue of thofe which grow fpontaneoufly in the woods 
which are neareft to Philadelphia. But I exclude fuch fhrubs as do not attain any con- 
fiderable height. I fhall put that tree firftin order, which is moft plentful, and fo on 
with the reft, and therefore trees which I have found but fingle, though near the town, 
will be laft. 


1. Quercus alba, the white oak, in good ground. 
2. Quercus rubra, or the black oak. . 
3. Quercus Hifpanica, the Spanith oak, a variety of the preceding, 
a 4. Juglans alba, hiccory, a kind of walnut tree, of which three or four varievies are 
to be met with. 
5. Rubus occidentalis, or American blackberry fhrub. 
7 6. Acer 


6. 


7. 
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Acer rubrum, the maple tree with red flowers; iti fwamps. : 
Rbus glabra, the fmooth leaved fumach, in the woods, on high glades, and 


old corn fields. i 


8. 

9. 
10. 
Il. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18, 
IQ. 
20. 
ar. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32 
33> 


Vitis labrufca and Vulpina, vines of feveral kinds. ; 

Sambucus Canadenfis, American elder tree, along the hedges and on glades. 
Quercus phellos, the {wamp oak, in moraffes. 

Azalea lutea, the American upright honey-fuckle, in the woods in dry places. 
Crategus Crus galli, the Virginian azarole, in woods. 

Vaccinium —, a fpecies of whortleberry fhrub. 

Quercus prinus, the chefnut oak, in good ground. 

Cornus florida, the cornelian cherry, in all kinds of ground. 

Liriedendron Tulipifera, the tulip tree,in every kind of foil. 

Prunus Virginiana, the wild cherry tree. 

Vaccinium —, a frutex whortleberry, in good ground. 

Prinos verticillatus, the winterberry tree, in {wamps. 

Platanus occidentalis, the water-beech. 

Nyffa aquatica, the tupelo tree, on fields and mountains. * 

Liquidambar fryraciflua, fveet gum tree, near {prings. 

Betula Alnus, alder, a variety of the Swedith ; it was here but a fhrub. 

Fagus caftanea, the chefnut tree, on corn-fields, paftures, and in little woods, 
Fuglans nigra, the black walnut tree, in the fame place with the preceding tree: 
Rhus radicans, the twining fumach, climbed along the trees. A 
Ace# Negundo, the ath-leaved maple, in moraffes and {wampy places. 

Prunus domeftica»the wild plum tree. 

Ulmus Americana, the white elm. 

Prunus {pinofa, floe thrub, in low places. 

Laurus faffafras, the faffafras tree, ina loofe foil mixed with fand. 








-Ribes nigrum, the currant tree, grew in low places and in marfhes. 


Fraxinus excelfor, the afh tree, in low places. 


. Smilax laurifolia, the rough bind weed with the bay leaf, in woods and on pales 


34 
or enclofures. 7 


35° 
tains. 
36. 
37° 
38. 
39° 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43: 
44. 
45> 
46. 


Kalmia lotifolia, the American dwarf laurel, on the northern fide of moun- 


Morus rubra, the mulberry tree, on fields, hills, and near the houfes. 
Rbux vernix, the poifonous fumach, in wet places. 

Quercus rubra, the red oak, but a peculiar variety. 

Hamamelis virginica, the witch hazel. 

Diop/pyres Virginiana, the perfimon. 

Pyrus coronaria, the anchor tree. ~ 

Juniperus Virginiana, the red juniper, in a dry poor foil. 

Laurus eftivalis, fpice wood, in a wet foil. 

Carpinus oftrya, a {pecies of horn beam, ina good foil. 

Carpinus betulus, a horn beam, in the fame kind of foil with the former.. 
Fagus fylvatica, the beech, sy ag in good foil. 


* Dr. Linnzus mentions only one f{pecies of Nyfla, namely Nyffa aquatica ; Mr. Kalm does not men~ 
tion the uame of the {pecies, but ifhis is not a different {pecies, it muft at leaft be a variety, fince he fays 


it grows on hills, whereas the aquatica grows in the water. F. 


47. Juglans 
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47. Fuglans — 
Swedes butternultree. 

48. ae Americana, Penfylvanian fir tree, on the north fide of mountains, and in 
wallies t. . 

49 Betula lenta, a {pecies of birch, an the banks of rivers, 

50. Cephalantus occidentalis, button wood, in wet places. 

si. Pinus taeda, the New Jerfey fir tree, on dry fandy heaths. 

52. Cercis Canadenfis, the fallad tree, in a good foil. 

53. Robinia pfeudacacia, the locutt tree, on the corn-fields. 

54. Magnolia glauca, the laurci-leaved tulip tree, in marfhy foil. 

55. Tilia Americana, the lime tree, in a good foil. 
6. Gleditfia triacanthos, the honey locuft tree, or three-thorned acacia, in the fame 


» a fpecies of walnut tree, on hills near rivers, called by the 


5 
foil. 

57. Celtis occidentalis, the nettle tree, in the fields. 

53. Annona muricata, the cuftard apple, in a fruitful foil. 


We vifited feveral Swedes, who were fettled here, and in very good circumftances. 
‘One of them (Andrew Rambo) has a fine houfe built of ftone, two ftories high,‘and 
a great orchard near it. We were every where well received, and ftayed over night 
with the above-mentioned countryman.: We faw no other marks of autumn than 
that feveral fruits of this feafon were already ripe. For befides this, all the trees 
were yet as green, and the ground ftill as much covered with flowers, as in our fum-. 
mer. Thoufands of frogs croaked all the night long in the marfhes and ebrooks. 
‘The locufts and grafhoppers made likewife fuch a great ypife, that it was hardly pof- 
fible for one perfon to underftand another. The trees too were full of all forts of 
birds, which by the variety of their fine plumage delightéd the eye, while the infinite 
variety of their tunes were continually re-echoed. 

The orchards, along which we paffed to-day, were only enclofed by hurdles. But 
they contained all kinds of fine fruit. We wondered at firft very much when our 

_jeader leaped over the hedge into the orchards, and gathered fome agreeable fruit for 
us. But our aftonifhment was ftill greater, when we faw that the people in the 
garden were fo little concerned at it, as not even to look at us. But,our companion 
told us, that the people here were not fo exact in regard to a few fruits, as they are 
in other countries where the foil is not fo fruitful in them. We afterwards found 
very frequently that the country people in Sweden and Finland guarded their turnips 
more carefully, than the people here do the moft exquifite fruits. 

Sept. roth. As I walked this morning into the fields, I obferved that a copious dew 
was fallen; for the grafs was as wet as if it had rained. The leaves of the plants 
and trees had contracted fo much moifture that the drops ran down. I found on this 
occafion that the dew was not only on the fuperior, but likewife on the inferior fide 
of the leaves. I therefore carefully confidered many leaves both of trees and of 
other plants; both of thofe which are more above, and of thofe which are nearer to 
the ground. But I found in all of them, that both fides of the leaves were equally 
bedewed, except thofe of the verbafcum thapfus, or great mullein, which, though 
their fuperior fide was pretty well covered with the dew, yet their inferior had but a 
little. ® ; 


’ 


* Quere, Is this the Juglans baccata of Linneus? F. 
+ This {pecies is not to be met with in Linn. fpec. plant. F. 


Every 
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Every *téentyinan, even a common. peafant, -haseentinonly-an orchard" neat: his 
houfe, in which all forts of fruit; {uch as peaches, apples, pears,-cherries, and’ othérs, 
are in plenty. The peaches were now almoft ripe. They are’ rare in Europe,-par- 
ticularly in Sweden ; for in that country hardly any people befitles the rich tafte them. 
But here every countryman had an orchard full of peach trees, which were covered 
with fuch quantities of fruit, that, we could fcarcely walk in the orchard without tread- 
ing upon thofe peaches which were fallen off; many of which were ufually left on 
the ground, and only part of them fold in town, and the reft was confumed by the 
fatnily and ftrangers. Nay this fine fruit was frequently given to the fwine. : 

This fruit is however fometimes kept for winter ufe, and prepared in the following 
manner. The fruit is cut into four parts, the ftone thrown away, and the fruit put 
upon a thread, on which they are expofed to the funfhine in the open air, till they 
are fufficiently dry. They are then put into a veflel for winter. But this manner 
of drying them is not very good, becaufe the rain of this feafon very eafily.{poils 
and putrifies them, whilft they hang in the open air. For this reafon a different 
method is followed by others, which is by far the moft eligible.. The peaches are as 
before cut into four parts, are then either put upon a thread, or laid upon a board,. 

d fo hung up in the air when the fun fhines. Being dried in fome meafure, or 

5 ane loft their juice by this means, they are put into an oven, out of which the 
bread has but juft been taken, and are left in it fora while. But they are foon taken 
out and brought into the frefh air ; and after that they are again put into the oven, and 

- this is repeated feveral times, till they are as dry as they ought to be. For if they were 
dried up at once in the oven, they would fhrivel up too much, and lofe, part of their 
flavour. They are then put up and kept for the winter. ‘They are either baked into 
tarts and pyes, or boiled and prepared as dried apples and pears are in Sweden. Several 
people here dry and preferve their apples in the fame manner as their peaches. 

The peach trees were, as I am told, firft planted, here by the Europeans: But at 
prefent they fucceed very well, and require even lefs care than our apple and pear trees. 

The orchards have feldom other fruit than apples and peaches. Pear trees are 
fcarce in this province. They have cherry trees in the orchards, but commonly on, 
the fides of them towards the houfe, or along the enclofures. Mulberry trees are 
planted on fome hillocks near the houfe, and fometimes even in the court-yards of the 
houfe. The black walnut trees, or Juglans nigra, grow partly on hills, and in fields 
near the farm-houfes, and partly along the enclofures; but moft commonly in the 
forefts. No other trees of this kind are-made ufe of here. The chefnuts afte left in 
the fields; here and there is one in a dry field, or in a wood. 

The Hibifcus efculentus, or Okra*, is a plant which grows wild in the Weft Indies, 
but is planted in the gardens here. The fruit, which is a long pod, is cut whilft it is 
green, and boiled in foups, which thereby become as thick as pulfe. This dith is 
reckoned a dainty by fome people, and efpecially by the negroes. 

Capficum annuum, or Guinea pepper, is likewife planted in gardens. When the 
fruit is ripe it is almoft entirely red, it is put to a roafted or boiled piece of meat, a 
little of it being ftrewed upon it, or mixed with the broth. Befides this, cucumbers 
are pickled with it. Or the pods are pounded whilft they are yet tender, and being 
mixed with falt are preferved in a bottle; and this fpice is trewed over roafted or boil- 
ed met, or fried fith, and gives them a very fine tafte. But the fruit by itfelf is as 

_biting as common pepper. + i . 


* In Miller’s Gardener’s DiGtionary, it is called Ketmia Indica folio ficus, fruCtu. pentagono, recuivo, 
efculento, graciliori, et longiori. : 
VOL. XHI- 3 F ; This : 
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“This coutitry contains many fpecies of the plait which ‘Dr. Linneis callé Rhus, and 


the” moft‘commén' is the Rhus folfis pinnatis ferratis:nceolatis retrinque nudis, or thé 
Rhus .glabrai The Epglith call- this plant’ Sumach.. “But the Swedes here have no 
particular name for it, and therefore make ufe of the Englifh name. Its berries or 
fruits‘are red. They are made ufe of for dying, and afford a colour like their own. 
This tree is like a weed in this country, for if a corn-field is left uncultivated for fome 
few years together, it grows on it in plenty, fince the berries are fprcad every where by 
the birds. And when the ground is to be ploughed, the roots ftop the plough very 
much. The fruit flays on the fhrub during the whole winter. But the leaves drop 
very early in autumn, after they are turned reddifh, like thofe of our Swedith mountain 
afh. The branches boiled with the berries afford a black ink like tin@ure. The boys 
eat the berries, there being no danger of falling fick after the repaft; but they are very 
four. They feldom grow above three yards high. On cutting the ftem, it appears 
that it gontains nothing but pith. I have cut feveral in this manner, and found that 
fome a ten years old; but that moft of them were above one year old. When the 
cut is made, a yellow juice comes out between the bark and the wood. One or two-of 
the moft outward circles are white, but the innermoft are of a yellowifh green. It is 
eafy to diftinguifh them one, from another. They contain a very plentiful pith, the 
diameter of which is frequently half an inch, and fometimes more. It is brown, and 
fo- loofe that it is eafily pufhed out by a little ftick, in the fame manner as the pith of 
the elder tree, rafpberry. and blackberry, bufhes. This fumach grows near the enclo« 
fures, round the corn-fields, but efpecially on fallow ground. ‘The wood feemed to 
burn’ well, and made no great cyckling in the fire. * ; 

Sept. 20. In the morning we walked in the fields and woods near the town, partly 

- for gathering feeds, and partly for gathering plants forymy herbal, which was our 
principal occupation; and in the autumn of this year, we fent part of our collection to 
England and Sweden. : 

A fpecies of Rhus, which was frequent in the marfhes here, was called the poifon 
tree by both Englith and Swedes. Some of the former gave it the name of {wamp- 
fumach, and my countrymen gave it the fame name. Dr. Linnzus in his botanical 
works calls it Rhus Vernix. Sp. pl. 1. 380. Flor. Virgin. 45. An incifion being 
made into the tree, a whitifh yellow juice, which has a naufleous fmell, comes out be- 
tween the-bark and the wood. This tree is not known for its good qualities, but great. 
ly fo for the effect of its poifon, which though it is noxious to fome people, yet does 
not in the leaft affect others. And therefore one perfon can handle the tree as he 
pleafes, cut it, peel off its bark, rub it or the wood upon his hands, fmell at it, fpread - 
the juice upon his fkin, and make more experiments, with no inconvenience to himfelf; 
another perfon, on the contrary, dares not meddle with the tree while its wood is freth, 
nor can he venture to touch a hand which has handled it, nor even to expofe himfelf to 
the fmoke of a fire which is made with this wood, without foon feeling its bad effects ; 
for the face, the hands, and frequently the whole body, {wells exceffively, and is affefted 
with a very acute pain. Sometimes biadders or blifters arife in great plenty, and make 
the fick perfon luok as if he was infected by a leprofy. In fome people the external 
thin fkin, or cuticle, peels off in a few days, as is the cafe when a perfon has fealded or 
burnt any part of his body. Nay, the nature of fome perfons will not even allow them 
to approach the place where the tree grows, cr to expofe themfelves to the wind, when 
it carries the cffluvia or exhalations of this tree with it, without letting them feel the in- 
convenience of the fwelling, which 1 have juft now defcribed. Their eyes are fometimes 
fhut up for one, or two and more days together, by the fwelling. 1 know two brothers, 

: one 
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one of whom could without danger handle this tree in -what manner he pleafed, whereas 
the other could not come near it without fwelling. A p-erfon fometimes does not know 
that he has touched this poifonous plant, or that he has heen near it, before his face and 
hands fhew it by their fwelling. I have known old people: who were more afraid of this 
tree than of a viper; and I was acquainted with a perfon whio, merely by the noxious ex- 
halations of it, was fwelled to fuch a degree that he was .as {tiff asa log of wood, and 
was turned about in his bed. . . 

On relating, in the winter of the year 1750, the poifoncus qualities of the fwamp 
fumach to my Yungftroem, he only laughed, and looked upon the whole asa fable, 
in which opinion he was confirmed by his having often hana'led the tree the autumn 
befcre, cut many branches of it, which he had carried for a grood while in his hand, 
-in order to prelferve its feeds, and put many into the herbals, and all this without 
feeling the lealt inconvenience. He would therefore, being a kind of philofopher in 
his own way, take nothing for granted of which he had no fuflicient proofs, efpecially- 
as he had his own experience in the fummer of the year 17.49, to fupport the contrary 
opinion. But in thenext fummer his fyftem of philofophy was overturned, for his 
hands {welled, and he felt a violent pain and itching in his eyes, as foon as he touched 
the tree, and this inconvenience not only attended him when he meddled with this kind 
of fumach, but even when he had any thing to do with the rhus radicans, or that 
fpecies of fumach which climbs along the trees,, and is not by far fo joifonous as the 
former. By this adventure he was fo convinced of the nower of the poifon tree, that 
Ecould not eafily perfuade him to gather more feeds of it forme. Bat he not only felt 
the noxious effects of it infummer, when he was very,hot, but even in. witster, when 
both he and the wood were cold. Hence it appears, that though a pe “on be fecured 
again{t the power of this poifon for fome time, yet, that in length oftime, lt inay be 
-affeéted with it, as well as p8ople of a weaker conftitution. ee : 

T have likewife tried experiments of every kind with the poifon tree on myfelf. I 
have fpread its juice upon my hands, cut and broke its branches, peeled off its bark, 
andrubbed my hands with it, felt at it, carried pieces of it in my bare hands, and 

repeated all this frequently without feeling the baneful effects fo commonly annexed 
toit; but however once experienced that the poifon of the fumach was not entirely 
without effect upon me. On a het day in fummer, as I was in fome degree cf perfpi- 
ration, Tcuta branch of the tree, and carried it in my hand for about half in hour 
together, and fmelt at it now and then. I felt no effects from it till in the evening 5: 
but next morning I awoke with a violeat itching of my eye-lids, and the parts there- 
abouts ; and this was fo painful,“ that I could hardly keep my hands from it. It ceafed 
after | had wathed my eyes fora while with very cold water; but my eye-lids were 
very {tiff al] that day; atnight the itching returned ; and jn the morning as awoke, 
_ielt it as ill as the morning before, and I ufed the fame remedy again it. However, 
it continued almoft for a whole week together, and my eyes. were very red, and my 
eyelids were with difficulty moved during all that time. My pain ceafed entirely 
afterwards, About the fame time, I had fpread the juice of the tree very thick upon 
my hand. Three days after they occafioned blifters, which foon went of without’ 
affecting me much. 1 have not experienced any thing more of the effects of this plant, ..- 
nor had I any defire fo to do. owever, I found that it could not exert its power upon: 
me when I was not perfpiring. 

. Leave never heard that the poifon of this fumach has been niortal ; but the pain. 
ceales after a few days duration, ‘The natives formerly made their flutes of this tree, 
becaufe it has a great deal of pith, Some people affured me, that a perfon fuffering. 

QF 2 from 
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fromvitsnoifome exhalations, would:-eafily recever by-fpreading a mixture of the wood, 
burnt to chardoal,“and hog’s- lard; upon :the-fwelledparts. Some aflerted that they 
had really tried this remedy. In fome places:this: tree is rogted out, on purpofe that its 
poifon may not affeét the workmen. =< ~ faa 

I received, as a prefent, .feverat curiofities belonging to the mineral-kingdom, which 
were .colleéted in the-country. >The following were thofe which were moft worth 
attention. The firft was’a white and quite tran{parent chryftal*. Many of this kind 
are found in Penfylvania, in feveral kinds of ftone, efpecially in a pale-grey limeftone. 
The pieces are of the thicknefs and length of the little finger, and commonly as tranf- 
parents poffible. But 1 have likewife got cryftals here, of the length of a foot, and 
of the thicknefs of a middle-fized man’s leg. They were not fo tranfparent as the 
former. 

The cubic pyrites of Bifhop Browallius +, was of a very regular texture ; but its 
cubes were different in fize, for in fome of the cubes the planes of the fides only 
amounted toa quarter of an inch, but in the biggeft cubes they were full two inches. 
Some were exceedingly glittering, fo that it was very eafy to be perceived that they 
confifted of fulphureous pyrites ; but in fome, one or two fides only glittered fo well, 
and the others were dark-brown. Yet moft of thefe marcafites had this fame colour 
on all the fides, On breaking them they fhewed the pure pyrites. They are found 
near Lancafter in this province, and fometimes lie quite above the ground ; but com- 
monly they are found at the depth of eight feet or more from the furface of the ground, 
on digging wells and the like. Mr. Heffelius had feveral ‘pieces of this kind of {tone, 
which he made ufe of in his wogk. He firft burnt them, then pounded or ground them 
toa powder, and at laft rubbed them fill finer ig the ufual way ; and this afforded him 
a fine reddifh-brown colour. ; 

Few black pebbles are found in this province, which on the other hand, yields many- 
kinds of marble, efpecially a white one, with pale-grey bluifh fpots, which is found in 
a quarry at the diftance of a few Englith miles from Philadelphia, and is very good for 
working, though it is not one of the fineft kind of marbles. They make many tomb- 
fiones and tables, enchafe chimneys and doors, floors of marble flags in the rooms, 
and the like, of this kind of marble. A ayecicy of this commodity is fhipped to dif- 
ferent ‘parts of America. 

Mifeovy glafs{ is found in many places hereabouts, and fome pieces of it are pretty 
large, and as fine as thofe which are brought from Ruffia. I have feen fome of them 
which were afoot and more in length ; and I have feveral in my colleCtion that are 
nearly nine inches fquare. ‘The Swedes on their firft arrival here made their windows 
of this native glafs. 

A pale grey fine limeftone§, of a compact texture, ‘lies in many places hereabouts, 
and affords a fine.lime. Some picces of it are fo full of fine tranfparent cryftals, that 


* Nitrum cryftallus montana, Lian. Syft. Nat. 3. p. 84. " Cryftallus hexagona pellucida non colorata, 
Mateos Mineralogy, p.100. Cryftallus montana, colourlefs cry{al. Forfter’s Introd. to Mine- 
ralogy, p. 13. : . 

t jrice cryftallinus, Lion. Syft. Nat. 3. p.113- Marchafite hexacdrice teffelares. Wallerius’s 
Mineralogy, p. 211. Marcafite, vel cryftalli pyritacei, Marcafites. Forfter’s Introd. to Mineralogy, 
P39: : ‘ 

{ Mica membranacea, Linn. Syft. Nat. 3. p. §8- Mica membranacea pellucidiffima fexilis alba. Wal- 
lerius’s Min. p.1z0. Ruffian glafs, Mufcovy gilafs, ifinglafs, Vitrum ruthenicum, Vitrum Maria. For- 
iter’s Introd. to Mineralogy, p. 18. : Sea : 

§ Marmor rude, Linn. Syft. Nat. 3. p.41- _ Calcareus particulis fcintillantibus, Wall. Min. p. 39. Cal- 


careus {cintillans, glittering limeftone. Forfter’s Introd. to Mineralogy, p. 9. 
almoft 
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lime hear the fea-fhore from oyfter fhells, and bring it to tows(siavinter, which ‘is faid, 
to Be worfe for mafonry, but better for white-wathing than that-whieh is got from thé 
limeftone. ; 

Coals have not yet been found in Penfylvania, but people-pretend to hage feen them 
higher up in the country among thenatives.. Many people however agree that they are 
met with in great quantity more to the north, near Cape Breton *. 

The ladies make wine from-fome of the fruits of the land. ‘They principally take 
white and red currants for that purpole, fince the, fhrubs of this kind are very plentiful | 
in the gardens, and fucceed very well. An old failor, who had frequently been in 
Newfoundland, told me that red currants grew wild in that country in great quantity. 
They likewife make a wine of ftrawberries, which grow in great plenty in the woods, 
but are fourer than the Swedifh ones. The American blackberries, or rubus occiden- 
talis, are likewife made ufe of for this purpofe, for they grow every where about the 
fields, almoft as abundantly as thiftles in Sweden, and have a very agreeable tafte. In 
Maryland a wine is made of the wild grapes, which grow in the woods of that province. 
Rafpberries and cherries which are planted on purpofe, and taken great-care of, like- 
wife afford a very fine wine. It is unneceflary to give an account of the manner, of 
making’ the currant Wine, for in Sweden this art is im higher perfection than in North 
America. a ete he 3 

Sept. aft, The common privet, or liguftrum vulgare, Linn. grows among the 
buthes in thickets and woods; but I cannot determine whether it belongs to the indi- 
genous plants, or to thofe which the Englifh have introdpced, the fruits of which the . 
birds may have difperfed every where. ‘The enclofures and pales are generally made- : 
here of wooden planks and pofts ; but a few good ceconomifts, having already thought 
of fparing the woods for future times, have begun to plant quick-hedges round their 
fields ; and to this purpofe they take the above-mentioned privet, which they plant in a 
little bank, which is thrown up for it. The foil every where hereabouts is a clay mixed 
with fand, and of courfe very loofe. ‘The privet-hedges however, are only adapted to 
the tamene(s of the cattle and other animals here ; for the hogs all have a triangular 
yoke about their necks, and the other cattle are not verunruly.. But in fuch places 
where the cattle break through the enclofures, hedges of this kind would make but a 
poor defence. The people who live in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, are obliged 
to keep their hogs enclofed. 

In the afternoon, I rode with Mr. Cock to his country feat, about nine miles from 
the town, to the north-weft. 

The country on both fides of the road was covered with a great foreft. The trees 
were all with annual leaves, and 1 did not fee a fingle fir or pine. Moft of the trees 
were different forts of oak ; but we likewife faw chefnut, walnut, locuft, and apple, 
trees, with hiccory, blackberry bufhes, and the like. The ground ceafed to be fo 
even as it was before, and began to look more like the Englifh ground, diverfified 
with hills and vallies. -We found neither mountains nor great ftones, and the wood 
was fo much thinned, and the ground fo uniformly even, that we could fee a great 
way between the trees, under which we rode without any inconvenience, for. there 


* Thi, nas been confirmed, fince Cape Breton is io the hands of the Englifh; and it is reported that 
the ftrata of coals run through the whole ifle, and fome baffet out to-day near the fea-thore, fo that this 
iMe will afford immenfe treafures of coals, when the government will find it convenient to have them dug 
for the benefit of the nation. ‘ 

8 $ were 


406 HALMMETRAVELS IN. NORTH AMERICA. 


were no. bufhes.to,,ftop us. In fo aces,. where the foil.was thrown: up, we-fay 
fome little flones of that kind of, which the houtes here are fo generally built. Tintend 
to defcrihe them in the fequel. tg = : 

AS8.we went on in the wood,; we continually faw, at. moderate diftances, little fields. 
which. had heen cleared of the wood. Each of thefe wasa farm. Thefe farms were 
commonly very pretty, anda walk of trees frequently led from them.to the high-road. 
The houfes were all built of*brick, or of the ftone which is here commonly. met with. 
Every countryman, even though he were the pooreft peafant, had. an orchard with 
apples, peaches, chefnuts, walnuts, cherries, quinces, and fuch fruits, and fometimes 
we faw the vines climbing along them. The vallies were frequently provided with 
little ‘brooks which contained a cryftal ftream. The corn, on the fides of the road, 

- was almoft all mown, and no other grain befides maize and buckwheat was ftanding, - 
The former was to be met with near each farm, in greater or leffer quantities ; it grew 
very well and to a great length, the flalks being from fix to ten feet high, and covered 
with fine green leaves. Buckwheat likewife was not very uncommon, and in fome 
places the people were beginning to reap it. I intend, in the fequel, to be more par« 
ticular about the qualities and ufe of thefe kinds of corn. aa’ sacle 

After a ride of fix Englih miles, we came to Germantown ; this town has only one. 

treet, but is near two Englifh miles long. It is for the greateft part inhabited by Ger-. 
mans,gwho from time to time come from their country to North America, and fettle 
here, becaufe they enjoy fuch privileges, as they are not:poffefled of any where elfe. 
Moft of the inhabitants are manufacturers, «and make almoft eyery thing ia fuch quan-. 
tity and perfection, that in a fhort time this province will want very little from Eng- 
land, its mother country. . Moft of the hofifes were built of the flone which is mixed, 
with glimmer, and found every where towards Philadelphia, but is more.fcarce further: 
on. Several houfes however were made of brick. They were commonly two ftories 
high, and fometimes higher. The roofs confifted of fhingles of the white cedar wood.. 
Their fhape refembled that of the roofs in Sweden, but the angles they formed: at the 
top were either obtufe, right angled, or acute, according as the flopes were fteep or 
eafy. They fometimes formed eithef the half of an octagon, or the half of a.do- 
decagon. : ie ae : 

Many of the roofs were made in fuch a manner that they could be walked upon, 
having a baluftrade round them. Many of the upper ftories had balconies before 
them, ‘from whence the people had a profpe& into the ftreet. The windows, even . 
thofe in the third ftory, had fhutters. Each houfe hada fine garden. The town had. 
three churches, one for the Lutherans, another for the Reformed Proteftants, and the 
third for the Quakers, _The inhabitants were fo numerous, that the flreet was always 
full. The Baptifts have likewife a’meeting-houfe. ~~ 

Sept. 22d. After I had been at church, IE employed the remainder of the day in 
converfing with the moft confiderable people in town, who had lived here for a long 
while, and I erquired into the curiofities hercabouts. 

Mr. Cock had a fine {pring near his houfe; it came from a fandy hill, and afforded 
water enough conitantly to fill a Hetle brook. Juaft above this {pring Mr. Cock 
had ere€ted a building from thofe above-mentioned glittering ftones, into which were 
put many jugs and cther earthern veflels fullof milk: for it kept very well in cold 
water during the great heat with which the fummer is attended here. : 

‘afterwards met with many houfes which were fituated like this, on fpring:, and 
therefore were deftined to keep the meat and milk frefh. 

Almoft all the enciofures round the corn-fields and meadows hereabouts, were a 

: ° 
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of planks faftened in a horizontal direction. “I orily:perceived a hedge of privet ‘in ene’ 
firigle place. “The:enclofures weré not made like ours ;“for the people. here take pofts 
from four to fix feet in height, and make two or three: holes into them, fo that there 
was a diftance of two feet and above between them. Such a poft does the fame fer- 
vice as two, and fometimes three poles are fcarce fufficient. ‘The-pofts were faftened 
in the ground, at two or three fathoms diftance from egch other; and the holes th, 
them kept up the planks, which were nine inches, and fometimes a foot broad, and 
lay above each other from one poft to the next. Such an enclofure therefore looked 
at a diftance like the hurdles in which we enclofe the fheep at night in Sweden. ‘They 
were really no clofer than hurdlcs, being only deftined to keep out the greater anintals, 
fuch as cows and horfes. The hogs are kept near the farm-houfes-every where about’ 
. Philadelphia, and therefore this enclofure does not’need to be made clofer on their 
account. Chefnut-trees were commonly made ufe of for this purpofe, becaufe this 
wood keeps longeft againft putrefaction; and an enclofure made of it can ftand for 
thirty years together. ‘But whereno chefnut wood was to be got, the white and likewife 
black oaks were taken for that purpofe. Of all kinds of wood, that of the red cedar 
holds out the longeft. The greateft quantity of it is bought up here ; for near Phi« 
ladelphia it is not plentiful enough to be made ufe of for enclofures; however, 
there are many enclofures near the town made of this wood. : . 
The beft wood for fael, in every body’s opinion, is the hiccory, or a fpecies of wal- 
nut; for it heats well, but is not good for enclofures, fince it cannot welt 
withftand ‘putrefaction’ when it is in the open air. The white and black 
oaks are next in goodnefs for fuel. The woods with which’ Philadelphia is 
furrounded, would lead one to conclude, that fuel mitift be cheap there. But it: 
is far “from being fo, becaufe the great and high foreft near the town is the pro- 
perty-of fothe people of quality and fortune, who do not regard the money which'they’ 
could make of them. They do not fell fo much as they require for their own ufe, and 
much lelg would they. fell it toothers. But they leave the trees for times to come, expedt- 
ing that wood will become much more fcarce. However, ‘they fell it ‘to‘joiners, coach 
makers, and other‘ artifts, who pay exorbitantly for it. For a quantity of hiccory of 
eight feet in length, and four in depth, and the pieces being likewife four feet long, 
they paid at prefent eighteen fhillings of ‘Penfylvanian currency. But the fame quan- 
tity of oak only came to- twelve fhillings. The people who came at prefent to-fél 
_ woodin the market were peafants, who lived at a great diftance from the town, ‘Every 
body complained that fuel, in the fpace of a few years, was rifen in price to many times 
as much again as it had been ; and to account for this, the following reafons were, 
given: the town is increafed to fuch a degree, as to be four or Ax times bigger and 
more populous than what fome old people have known it to be, when they were 
young. Many brick-kilns have been made hereabouts, which require a great quaitity 
. of wood. The country is likewife more cultivated than it ufed to be, and confequently, ’ 
great woods have been cut down for that purpofe, and the farms built in thofe places 
likewife confume a quantity of wood. Laftly, they melf iron out of the ore, in feveral 
places about the town, and this work always goes on without interruption. © For thefe 
reafons it is concluded, in future times, Philadelphia will be obliged to pay a great price 
for wood. ; 
The ee of blackberries, which has a very fine tafte, is made.in the following man- 
ner- ‘Yhe juice of the blackberries is preffed out and put into’ a°veflel, with half a 
- gallon of this juice, an equal quantity of water is well mixed. “Three pounds of brown : 


fugar are added to this mixture, which muft then ftand fora while, and after that it #8 
: , fit 
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 fit-far ufe. «Cherry wine is made in -the fame manner 5 biit’ care muft. be taken’ that 
ha the juice‘is preffed out, the ftones- fie ‘not-egwfhed, for they" give the wine a bad 
talte. Nitec Se Seine AS ae . 

They make brandy from peaches-here, after the follewirig method: the fruit is cut 
<afunder, and the ftones are taken out; the pieces of fruit are then put into a veffel, 
where they are left for three weeks or a month, till they are quite putrid; they are 
then put into a diftilling veffel, and the brandy is made and afterwards diftilled over 
again. This brandy is not good for people who have a more refined tafte, but it is only 
for the common kind of people, fuch a8 workmen and the like. 

Apples yield a brandy, when prepared,in the fame manner as the peaches. But 
for this purpofe thofe apples are chiefly taken which fall from the tree before they 
are ripe. > 

The American night-thade, or phytolacca decandra, Linn. S.N. grows abundantly 
near the farms, on the high road, in hedges and bufhes, and in feveral places in the 
fields, Whenever I came to any of thefe places 1 was fure of finding this plant in 
great abundance. Moft of them had red berries, which grew in bunches, and looked 
very tempting, though they were not at all fit for eating. Some of thefe plants were yet 
in flower. In fome places, fuch as in the hedges, and near the houfes, they fometimes 
prow two fathoms high, but in the fields were always low; {et I could no where per= 

ceive that the cattle had eaten of it. A German of this place, who was a confeétioner, 
told me, that the dyers gathered the roots of this plant and made a fine red dye of them. 

Here are feveral fpecies of fquirrels. ‘The ground fquirrels, or fciurus ftriatus 

Linn. S. N. are commonly kept in cages, becaufe they are very pretty ; but they cannot 
be entirely tamed. The greater fquirrels, or fciurus cinereus, Linn. S. N. frequently 
do a great deal of mifchief in the plantations, but particularly deftroy the maize. For 
they climb up the ftalks, cut the ears in pieces, and eat only the loofe and fweet kernel, 
which lies quite in thé infide. They fometimes come by hundréds upon a maize-field, 
and then deftroy the whole crop of a countryman in one night. In Maryland therefore 
every one is obliged annually to bring four fquirrels, and their heads are given to the 
furveyor, to prevent deceit. In otherprovinces every body that kills {quirrels received two- 

. pence a-piece for them from the public, on delivering the heads. Their fleh is eaten 
and reckoned a dainty. The dkins are fold, but are not much efteemed. Squirrels are 
the chief food of the rattle-fnake and other fnakes ; and it was a common fancy with 
the people hereabouts, that when the rattle-{nake lay on the ground, and fixed its eyes 
upon a fquirrel, the latter would be as it were fafcinated, and that though it were on 
the uppermoft branches of a tree, yet it would come down by degrees, till it leaped 
mto the fnake’s mouth. The fnake then licks the little animal fevéral times, and 
makes it wet all over with its fpittle, that it may go down the throat eafier. It then 

» fwalkws the whole fquirrel at once. When the {nake has made fuch a good meal, it 
lies down to reft without any concern. : 

The quadruped, which Dr. Linnzus, in the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences, has defcribed by the name of urfus cauda elongata, and which he calls urfus 
lotor, in his Syftema Naturee, is here called raccoon. It is found very frequently, and de- 
ftroys manychickens. It is hunted by dogs; and when it runs upon a tree to fave itfelf, a 
man climbs upon the tree after it and fhakes it down to the ground, where the dogs kill 
it. The flefh is eaten, and is reputed to tafte well. . The bone of its male parts is made 
ufe of for a tobacco-ftopper. The hatters purchafe their fkins, and make hats ouc of the 
hair, which are next in goodnefs to beavers. The tail is worn round the neck in wintery 
and therefore is likewife valuable, ‘The raccoon is frequently the food of {nakes. 5 

; ome 
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Some Englifhmen. afferted that near the river Potstnack:in. Virginia, a great.quantity 
of .oyfter-thells were to be met with, and-that they themfel¥es had feen whole moun- 
taing of them. The place where they are found is faid to be about two Englith miles 
.. diftant from the fea-fhore. g The proprietor of that ground burns-lime out of them. 
This ftratum of oyfter-thells ts two fathoms and more deep. Such quantities of thells 
have likewife been fourd in other places, efpecially in New York, on digging in the 
ground, and in one place, atthe diftance of fome Englifh miles from the fea, a vatt 
quantity of oyfter-fhells, and of other hells, was found. Some people conjectured that 
the natives had formerly lived in that place, and had left the fhells of the oyfters which 
they had confumed, in fuch great heaps. But others could not conceive how it hap- 
pened that they were thrown in fuch immenfe quantities all into one place. 

Every one is of opinion that the American favages were a very good-natured people, 
if they were not attacked. Nobody is fo ftrié& in keeping his word as a favage. If 
any one of their allies come. to vifit them, they fhew him more kindnefs, and greater 
endeavours to ferve him, than he could have expected from his own countrymen, | 
Mr. Cock gave me the following relation, as a proof of their integrity. About two 
years ago an Englifh merchant travelling amongft the favages, in order to fell them 
neceflaries, and to buy other goods, was fecretly killed, without the murderer’s being 
found out. But about a year after, the favages found out the guilty perfon amongit 
themfelves. They immediately took him_up, bound his hands on his back, and: thus 
fent him with a guard to the governor at.Philadelphia, and fent him word, that. they 
could no longer acknowledge this wretch (who had been fo wicked towards an Englifh« 
man) as their countryman, and therefore would have’ nothing . more to do with him, 
and that they delivered him up to the governor, to be punithed for his villany as the 
laws of England direét. ‘This Indian was afterwards hanged at Philadelphia. 

Their good natural parts are proved by the following account, which many people 
“have given me as a true one. When they fend their ambaffadors to the Englith colo. 
nies, in order to fettle things of confequence with the governor, they fit down on the 
ground, as foon as they come to his audience, and hear with great attention the 
governor’s demands, which they are to make an anfwer to. His demands are fometimes 
many ; yet they have only a ftick in their hand, and make their marks on it with a 
knife, without writing any thing elfe down. But when they return the next day to 

ive in their refolutions, they anfwer all the governor’s articles in the fame order in 
which he delivered them, without leaving one out, or changing the order ; and give 
fach accurate anfwers, asif they had an account of them at full length in writing. 

Mr. Sleidorn related another ftory, which gave me great pleafure. He faid he had 
been at New York, and had found a venerable old American favage amongft feveral 
others in an inn. This old man began to talk with Sleidorm as foon as the liquor was 
getting the better of his head, and boafted that he could write and read in Englith, 
Sleidorn therefore defired leave to afk a queftion, which the old man readily granted. 
Sleidorn then afked him, whether he knew who was firft circuntcifed? and the old man 
immediately anfwered, Father Abraham; but at the fame, time afked leave to propofe 
a.queftion in his turn, which Sleidorn granted ; the old man then faid, who was the 
firft quaker? Sleidorn faid it was uncertain, that fome took one perfon for it, and fome 
another ; but the cunning old fellow told him, you are miftaken, fir; Mordecai was 
the firft quaker, for he would not take off his hat te Haman. Many of the favages, 
who re yet heathens, are faid to have fome obfcure notion of the deluge. But I am 
éontvinced, from my own experience, that they are not at all acquainted with it. ; 

voL. XIII. . 36 I met 
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and the following ‘particulars confirmed thersim thig-opinion.. A few years ago fome 
people digging in the ground, met withia:grave ‘which:contained human bones of an 
aftonifhing fize. The tibia is faid to have:been fourteengpet-long, -and the os femoris 
to have meafured as much. “The teeth are likewife faid'to have been of a fize pro- 
portioned to the reft. But more:bones of this kind have not yet been-found. Perfons 
dkilled in anatomy, who have‘feen thefe bones, have declared that they were human 
bones. One of the teeth has been fent to Hamburgh, to a perfon who collected natural 
curiofities. Among the favages, in the neighbourhood of the place where the bones 
were found, there is an account handed down through many generations from fathers to 
children, that in this neighbourhood, on the banks of a river, there lived a very talk 
and {trong man, in ancient times, who carried the people over the river on his back, 
and waded in the water, though it was very deep. Every body to whom he did this. 
fervice gave him fome maize, fome {kins of animals, or the like. In fine, he got his 
livelihood by this means, and was, as it were, the ferryman of thofe who wanted to pafs 
the river.’ ; . 

The {oil here confifts for the greateft part of fand, which is more or lefs mixed with 
clay. Both the fand andthe clay are of the colour of pale bricks. ‘To judge by ape 
pearance the ground was none of the beft ; and this conje@ure was verified by the 
inhabitants of the country. When a corn-field has been obliged to bear the fame kind 
of corn for three years together, it does not after that produce any thing at all, if it be 
not well manured, or fallowed for fome years. Manure is very difficult to be got, 
and therefore people rather leave the field uncultivated. In that interval it is covered 
with all forts of plants and trees ; and the countryman, in the meanwhile, cultivates a 
piece of ground which has’ till then been fallow, or-he chufes a part of the ground: 
which has never been ploughed before, and he can in both cafes be. pretty fure: ofa, 
plentiful crop. This method can here be ufed with. great convenience ; for. the foil 
is loofe, fo that it can eafily be ploughed, and every countryman has commonly a great 
deal of land for his property. The cattle here are neither houfed in winter, nor 
tended in the fields, and for this reafon they cannot gather a fufficient quantitw of 
dung. “ 

“The cattle were originally brought from Europe. The natives have never had any, 
and at prefent, few of them care to get any. But the cattle degenerate by degrees here, 
and become fmaller ; for the cows, horfes, fheep, and hogs, are all larger in England, 
though thofe which are brought over are of that breed. But the firft generation de- 
creafes a little, and the third and fourth is of the fame fize with the cattle already com- 
mon here. ‘The climate, the foil, and the- food, altogether contribute their thare 
towards producing this change. 

It is remarkable that the inhabitants of the country, commonly fooner acquire 
underftanding, but likewife grow fooner old than the people in Europe. It is nothing 
uncommon to fee little*children giving fprightly and ready anfwers to queftions that 
are propofed to them, fo that they feem to have as much underftanding as old men. 
But they do not attain to fuch an age as the Europeans ;. and it is almoft an unheard of 
thing, that a perfon born in this country, fhould live to be eighty or ninety years of 
age. But I only fpeak of the Europeans that-fettled here; for the favages, or firit 
inhabitants, frequently attained a great age, though at prefent fuch examples are 
uncommon, which is chiefly attributed to the great ufe of brandy, which the favages 
have learnt of the Europeans. Thofe who are born in Europe attain a greater age here 

than 
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than thofe who are born hfe of European: parents:iailnsthd Jatt war it plainly appeared 
that thefe new Americans were by far lefs hardy than the:Zuropeans in expeditions, 
fieges, and long fea-voyages, and died in numbers. - It is very difficult for them to ule 
themfelves to a climate different from their own. The women ceafe bearing children 
fooner than in Europe. They feldom or never have children after they are forty or 
forty-five years old, and fome leave off in the thirtieth year of their age. “I enquired 
into the caufes of this, but no-one could give me a good one. Some faid it was owing 
to the affluence in which the peoplelive here. Some afcribed it to the inconftancy and 
changeablenefs of the weather, and believed that there hardly gwas a country on earth 
in which the weather changes fo often in a day asiit does here. For-if it were ever fo 
hot, one could not be certain whether in twenty-four hours there would not be a piercing 
cold; nay, fometimes the weather will change five or fix timesa day. 

The trees in this country have the fame qualities as its inhabitants. For the hips 
which are built of American wood, are by no means equal in point of ftrength, 
to thofe which are built in Europe. This is what nobody attempts to contradic. 
When a fhip, which is built here, has ferved eight or twelve years, it is worth little 5 
and if one is to be met with which has been in ufe longer, and is yet ferviceable, it is 
reckoned very aftonifhing. It is difficult to find out the caufes from whence this 
happens. Some lay the fault tp the badnefs of the wood ; othersscondemn the method. 
of building the thips, which is to make them of trees which are yet green and have had 
no time to dry. 1 believe both caufes are joined, for I found oak, which at the utmoft 
had ‘been cut down about twelve years, and was covered by a hard bark ; but upon. 
taking off this bark, the wood below it was almoft entirely rotten, and like flour, fothat _ 
I could rub it into powder between my fingers. How much longer will not our 
European oak ftand before it moulders ! 

At night we returned to Philadelphia. : 

Sept. 23d. Their are no hares in this country, but fome animals which are a medium 
between our hares and rabbits, and make a great devaftation whenever they get into 
fields of cabbages and turnips. f 

Many people have not been able to find out why the North American plants, which 
are carried to Europe and planted there, for the greateft part flower fo late, and donot 
get ripe-fruit before the froft overtakes them, although it appears from feveral accounts 
of travels, that the winters in Penfylvania, and more fo thofe in New York, New 
England, and Canada, are full as fevere as our Swedith winters, and therefore are 
much feverer than thofe which are felt in England. Several men of judgment charged 
me for this reafon to examine and enquire into this phenomenon with all poflible 
care. But I fhall, inftead of an anfwer rather give a few remarks which I made upon 
the climate and upon the plants of North America, and leave my readers at liberty 
to draw theconclufions. . ; 

1. It is true, that the winters in Penfylvania, and much more thofe in the more 
northern provinces, -are frequently as fevere as our Swedifh winters, and much colder 
than the Englifh ones, or thofe of the fouthern parts of Europe. -For I found at 
Philadelphia, which is above twenty degrees more foutherly than feveral provinces in 
Sweden, that the thermometer of profefior Celfius fell twenty-four degrees below the 
freezing point in winter. Yet I was affured that the winters I {pent here were none 
of the coldeft, but only common ones, which I could likewife conclude from the 
Delaware’s not being frozen ftrong enough to bear a carriage at Philadelphia during 
my ftay,.though this often happens. On confidering the breadth of the river, which. 
I have already mentioned in my defcription of Philadelphia, and the difference ore 
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high and low water, which is eight Englith feet ; it will @retty plainly ‘appear, that a 
very intenfe froft is required to cover the Delaware with fuch thick ice. 

2. But it ‘is likewife true, that though’ the-winters are fevere here, yet they are 
commonly of no long duration ;- and I can juftly fay, that they do not continue above 
two months, and fometimes even ‘lefs at Philadelphia; and it is fomething very 
uncommon when they continue for three months together, infomuch that it is put into 
the gazettes. Nearer the pole the winters are fomewhat longer, and in the quite 
northern parts they are as long as the Swedith winters. The daily meteorological 
obfervations which a made during my ftay in America, and which are annexed to 
this work, will give niore light in this matter. 

3. The heat in fummer is exceflive, and without intermiffion. I own I have feen 
the thermometer rife to nearly the fame degree at Aobo in Finland. But the 
difference is, that when the thermometer of profeflor Celfius rofe to thirty degrees 
above the freezing point, once in two or three fummers at Aobo, the fame thermo- 
meter did not only, for three months together, ftand at the fame degree, but even 
fometimes rofe higher, not only in Penfylvania, but likewife in New York, Albany, 
and a great part of Canada. ‘During the fummers which I fpent at Philadelphia, the 
thermometer has two or three times rifen to thirty-fix degrees above the freezin, 
point. It may therefore with great certainty be faid, that in Penfylvania, the greate 
part of April, the whole of May, and all the following months till Odtober, are like 
our Swedifh months of June and July. So exceffive and continued a heat _muft cer- 
tainly have very great effects. Ihere again refer to my meteorological obfervations. 
It muff likewife be afcribed to the effeéts of this heat that the common melons, the 
water melons, and the pumpions of different forts, are fown in the fields without any 
bells or the like put over them, and yet are ripe as early as July ; further, that cherries 
are ripe at Philadelphia about the 25th of May, and that in Penfylvania the wheat is 
frequently reaped in the middle of June. 

4. The whole of September, and half, if not the whole of Oétober, are the fineft 
months in Penfylvania ; for the preceding ones are too hot. But thefe reprefent our 
July and half of Auguft. The greateft part of the plants are in flower in September, 
and many do not begin to open their flowers before the latter end of this month. I 
make no doubt that the goodnels ‘of the feafon, which is enlivened by a clear fky and 
a tolerable hot fun-fhine, greatly contributes towards this laft effort of Flora. Yet 
though, thefe plants come out fo late, they are quite ripe before the middle of O€tober. 
But fam notable to account for their coming up fo late in autumn ; and I rather afk, 
why do not the centaurea jacea, the Pentiana, amarella, and centaurium of Lin- 
nzus, and the common golden rod, or folidago virgaurea, flower before the end of 
fummer? or why do the common noble liverwort, or anemone hepatica, the’ wild 
violets (viola martia, Linn.) the mezereon (daphne mezereum, Linn.) and other 
plants fhew their flowers 19 eariyin fpring ? :It has pleafed the Almighty Creator 
to give to them this difponuon. ‘lhe weather at Philadelphia during thefe months 
is fhewn by my meteorological tables. I have taken the greateft care in my obferva- 
tions, and have always avoided putting the thermometer into any place where the fun 
could fhine upon it, or where he had before heated the wall by his beams; for in 
thofe cafes my obfervations would certainly not have been exaét. The weather during 
our-September and O@ober is too well known to want an explanation. * 
. 5. However 


* The Englith reader, who is perhaps not fo well acquainted with the weather of che Swedith autumn, 
may form an ida of it, by having recourfe to the Calendatium Flore, or the botanical and ccconomical 
P almanack 
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. 5- However there are foyse fpontaneous-plants i Penfylvania, which do not every 
year bring their feeds to maturity before the cold begifis. ‘To thefe belong fome fpecies 
of gentiana, of afters, and others. But in thefe too the wifdom of the Creator has 
wifely ordered every thing in its turn. For almoft all the plants which have the quality 
of flowering fo late in autumn, are perennial, or fuch as, though they have no feed to 
propagate themfelves, can revive by thootirig new branches and {talks from the fame 
root every year. But perhaps a. natural caufe may be given to account for the late 
growth of thefe plants. Before the Europeans came into this country, it was inhabited 
by favage nations, who practifed agriculture but little, or not at all, and chiefly lived 
upon hunting and fifhing. The woods, therefore, have never been meddled with, ex- 
cept that fometimes a fmall part was deftroyed by fire. ‘The accounts which we have 
of the firft landing of the Europeans here, fhew that they found the country all over 
covered with thick forefts. * From. hence it follows, that, excepting the higher trees, 
and the plants which grow in the water or near the fhore, the reft muft, for the great- 
eft part, have been obliged to grow, perhaps for a thoufand years together, in a fhade, 
either below or between the trees, and they therefore naturally belong to thofe which 
are only peculiar to woody and fhady places. ‘The trees in this country drop their leaves 
in fuch quantities in autumn, that the ground is covered with them to the depth of four 
or five inches. Thefe leaves lie a good while in the next fummer before they moulder, 
and this muft of courfe hinder the growth of the plants which are under the trees, at the 
fame time depriving them of the few raysof the fun, which can come down to them 
through the thick leaves at the top of the trees. Thefe caufes joined together make 
fuch plants flower much later than they would otherwife do. May it not therefore be 
faid; that in fo many centuries thefe plants had at laft contracted a habit of coming u, 
very late, and that it would now require a great {pace of time to make them lofe this 
habit, and ufe them to quicken their growth ? 

Sept. 24th. ‘We employed this whole day in gathering the feeds of plants of all 
kinds, and in putting fcarce plants into the herbal: 

. Sept. 25th. Mr. Heffelius made mea prefent of a little piece of petrified wood, 
which was found in the ground here. It was four inches long, one inch broad, and 
three lines thick. It might plainly be feen that it had formerly been wood. For in 
the places where it had been polifhed, all the longitudinal fibres were eafily diftinguith- 
able, fo that it might have been taken for a piece of oak which was cut fmooth. My. 
piece was part of a ftill greater piece. It was here thought to be petrified hiccory. 
Lafterwards got more of it from other people. Mr. Lewis Evans told me, that on the 
boundaries of Virginia, a great petrified. block of hiccory had been found in the ground, 
with the bark on it, which was likewife petrified. 

Mr. John Bartram, an Englifhman, who lives in the country, about four miles from 
Philadelphia, has acquired a great knowledge of natural philofophy and-hiftory, and 
feems to be born with a peculiar genius for thefe fciences. In his youth he had no 
opportunity of going to {chool. But by his own diligence and indefatigable application 
he got, without inftruétion, fo far in Latin, as to underftand all Latin books, and even 
thofe which were filled with botanical terms. He has, in feveral fucceflive years, made 
frequent excurfions into different diftant parts of North America, with an intention of 
gathering all forts of plants which are fearce and little known. Thofe which he found 





almanac of Sweden, ia Dr. Linneus’s Amos, Academ. and in. Mr. Stillingflect’s Swedith traQs, 
tranflated from the Amogn. Acad. 2d edition. F. : 
* Vide Hackluyt’s Colle&. Voy, 111. 246. 
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he has planted in his own botani¢al garden, and likewife fent over their feeds or freth 
roots to England. We owe to him the knowledge of many fcarcé plants, which he firft 
found, and which were never known before. ae has fhewn great judgment, and an 
attention which lets nothing efcape urinoticed. Yet with all thefe great qualities, he is 
to be blamed for his negligence; for hé did not care to write down his numerous and 
ufeful obfervations. His friends at London once obliged him to fend them a fhort 
account of one of his travels, and they were very ready, with a good intention, though 
not with fufficient judgment, to get this account printed. But this book did Mr. 
Bartram more harm than good ; for as he is rather backward in writing down what he 
knows, this publication was found to contain but few new obfervations. It would not 
however be doing juftice to Mr. Bartram’s merit, if it were to be judged of by this 
performance. He has not fiiled it with a thoufandth part of the great knowledge which 
he has acquired, in natural philofophy and hiftory, efpecially in regard to North 
America. I have often been at a lofs to think of the fources, from whence he got 
many things which came to his knowledge. I likewife owe him many things, for he 
poffeffed that great quality of communicating every thing he knew. 1 ihall, therefore, 
in the fequel, frequently mention this gentleman. For I fhould never forgive myfelf 
if I were to omit the name of the firft inventor; and claim that as my own invention 
which I learnt from another perfon: ¢ 

Many mufcle-fhells, or mytiti anatini, are to be met with on the north-wett fide of 
the town, in the clay-pits, which were at prefent filled with water from a little brook in. 
the neighbourhood. ‘Thefe mufcles feem to have been wafhed into that place by the 
tide, when the water in the brook was high. For thefe clay-pits are not old, but’ were 4 
lately made. Poor boys fometimes go out.of town, wade in the water, and gather great — 
quantities of thefe fhells, which they fell very eafily, they being reckoned a dainty. ea 

‘The Virginian azarole, with a red fruit, or Linnzus’s crategus crus galli, is a fpecies 
of hawthorn, and they plant it in hedges, for want of that hawthorn, which is commonly 
ufed for this purpofe in Europe. Its berries are red, and of the fame fize, fhape, and 
tafte, with thofe of our hawthorn. Yet this tree does not feem to make a good hedge, 
for its leaves were already fallen, whilft other trees ftill preferved theirs. Its {pines are 
very long and fharp ; their length being two or three inches. Thefe fpines are applied. 
to fome inconfiderable ufe. Each berry contains two ftones. 

-Mr Bartram affured me, that the North American oak cannot refift putrefaction for 
near fuch a {pace of time as the European. For this reafon, the boats (which carry all 
forts of goods down from the upper parts of the country) upon the river Hudfon, which 
is one - the greateft in thefe parts, are made of two kinds of wood. That part which 
mutt always be under water, is made of black oak; but the upper part, which is now 
above and now under water, and is therefore more expofed to putrefaction, is made of red 
cedar, or juniperis Virginiana, which is reckoned the moft hardy wood in the country. 
‘The bottom is made of black oak, becaufe that wood is very tough. For the river 
being full of ftones, and the boats frequently running againit them, the black oak 
gives way, and therefore does not eafily crack. But the cedar would not do for this 
purpofe, becaufe it is hard and brittle. The oak likewife is not fo much attacked by 
putrefaction, when it is always kept under water. F 

In autumn, I could always get good pears here; but every body acknowledged that 
this fruit would not fucceed well in the country. ; : ; 

All my obfervations and remarks on the qualities of the rattle-{nake, are inferted in 
the memoirs of the Swedifh academy of fciences, for the year 1752, p. 316, and for 
the year 1753, p. 54, and thither I refer the reader.* 

* Vide medical, &c. cafes and experiments, tranfated from the Swedifh, London 1758. p. 282. P. 
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: Bears are.very numierous higher up in the country, atid:do.mnch mifchief., Mx... 
Bartram told me, that when a bear catches a cow, he kills her in.the following man: 
ner : -hé‘ bites a hole into the hide, and blows with all his power inte it, till the animal 
fwells exceflively and dies ; for the air expands greatly between the flefh and the hide.* 
An old Swede, called Nils Guftave’s fon, who was ninety-one years of age, faid, that 
in his youth, the bears had been very. frequent hereabouts, but that they had feldom 
attacked the cattle: that whenever'a bear was killed, its flefh was prepared likd pork, 
and that it had a very good tafte ; and the flefh of bears is {till prepared like ham, on 
the river Morris. The environs of Philadelphia, and even the whole province of Pen- 
fylvania in general, contain very few bears, they having been extirpated by degrees. 
In Virginia they kill them in feveral different ways. Their flefh is eaten by both rich 
and poor, fince it is reckoned equal in goodnefs to pork. In fome parts of this pro- 
vince, where no hogs can be kept, on account of the great numbers of bears, the people. 
are ufed to catch and kill them, and to ufe them inftead of hogs. The American, 
bears, however, are faid to be lefs fierce and dangerous than the European ones. 

Sept. 26th. The broad plantain, or plantago major, grows on the high-roads, 
foot-paths, meadows, and in gardens, in great plenty. Mr. Bartram had found. this. 
plant in many places on his travels, but he did not know whether it was an original. 
American plant, or whether the Europeans had brought it over. This doubt had its 
rife from the favages (who always -had an extenfive knowledge of the plants of the: 
country) pretending that this plant never grew here before the arrival of the Euro- 
peans. They therefore gave it a name which fignifies, the Englifhman’s foot; for they 
fay, that where a European had walked, there this plant grew in his foot-fteps.. 

The chenopodium album, or goofefoot with finuated leaves, grows in plenty in the 

ardens. But itis more fcarce near the houfes, in the ftreets, on dunghills, and corn-- 
elds, ‘This feems to fhew,, that it is not a native of America, but has been brought. 
ever amongft other feeds from Europe. In the fame manner it is thought that the: 
tanfey, (tanacetum vulgare, Linn.) which grows here and there in the hedges,, dn the: 
roads, and near houfes, was produced from European feeds. 7 

The common vervain, with blue flowers, or verbena officinalis, was fhewn to: me by 
Mr. Bartram, not far from his houfe, in a little plain near Philadelphia. It was the only 
place where he had found it in America; and for this reafon I {uppofe it was. likewife:- 
fown here amongft other European feeds. 

Mr. Bartram was at this time building a houfe in Philadelphia, and had funk a 
cellar to a confiderable depth, the foil of which was thrown out. I here obferved: 
the following ftrata: the upper’ loofe foil was only half a foot deep, and of a.dark. 
brown colour. Under it was a ftratum of clay, fo much blended with: {and, that it 
was in greater quantity than the clay irfélf; and this ftratum was eight feet deep. 
"Thefe were both brick coloured. The next ftratum confifted. of little pebbles mixed: 
with a coarfe fand. The ftones confifted either of a clear, or of a.dark quartz; : 





* This has all the appearance of a vulgar error: neither does the fucceeding account of the: American: 
bears being carnivorous, agree with the obfervations of the moft judicious travellers, who deny the fa@:. P. 

But however, it might be feafible to reconcile both opinions. For Europe has two or three kinds of 
bears, one fpecies of which is carnivorous, the other lives only on vegetables: the large brown fpecies,. 
with ite fmall variety, are reputed to be carnivorous, the black fpecies is merely phytivorous. In cafe 
therefore both fpecies are found in North America, it would be very. eafy to account for their being both: 
carnivorous and not. F,. 

 Quartzum hyalinum, Linn, Syit. Nat. 3. p. 65. Quartzum folidum pellucidum, Wallerii‘Miner. gt.. 
The common quartz, Forfter’s Mineralogy. p. 16. And quartzum coloratum, Linn. Syft. Nat. 3. p. 6» 
Quartzum folidum opacum coloratym,.Wall. Min. 99- Thé impure quartz, Forit, Min, p. 36.. 
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_ they were quite fmooth and roundifh on the outfide, and lay ina ftratum which was 
a foot deep. “Then the brick-coloured clay mixed with fand appeared agaip. But 
the depth of this ftratum could not be determined. Query, Could the river formerly 
have reached to this place and formed’ thefe ftrata? ; 

Mr. Bartram has not only frequently found oyfter-fhells in the ground, but like- 
wife met with fuch fhells and fnails, as undoubtedly belong to the fea, at the diftance 
of a hundred and more Englifh miles from the fhore. He has even found them on 
the ridge of’mountains which feparate the Englifh plantations from the habitations of 
the favages. Thefe mountains, which the Englifh call the blue mountains, are of 
confiderable height, and extend in one continued chain from north to fouth, or from 
Canada to Carolina. Yet in fome places they have gaps, which are as it were broke 
through, to afford .a paflage for the great rivers, which roll down into the lower 
country. 

The caffia chameecrifta grew on the roads through the woods, and fomctimes on 
uncultivated fields, efpecially when fhrubs grew in them. Its leaves are like thofe of 
the fenfitive plant, or mimofa, and have likewife the quality of contracting when 
touched, in common with the ‘leaves of the latter. 

The crows in this country are little different from our common crows in Sweden. 
Their fize is the fame with that of our crows, and they are as black as jet in every 
part of their body. I faw them flying to-day in great numbers together. Their 
voice is not quite like that of our crows, but has rather more of the cry of the rook, or 
Linnzeus’s corvus frugilegus. : 

Mr. Bartram related, that on his jourgies to the northern Englith colonies, he had 
difcovered great holes in the mountains on the banks of rivers, which, according to 
his defcription, muft exaétly have been fuch giants’ pots,* as are to be met with in 
Sweden, and which I have defcribed in a particular differtation read in the Royal 
Swedifh Academy of Sciences. Mr. Bartram has likewife addreffed fome letters to 
the Royal Society at London upon this fubje€t.. For fome people pretended that 
thefe holes were made by the favages, that they might in time of war hide their 
corn and other valuable effects in them. But he wrote againft this opinion, and ac. 
counted for the origin of thefe cavities in the following manner: When the ice 
fettles, many pebbles flick in it; in fpring, when the fnow melts, the water in the 
rivers fwells fo high that it reaches above the place where thefe holes are now found 
in the mountains. The ice therefore will of courfe float as high. And then ic 
often happens that the pebbles which were contained in it ever fince autumn, when 
it firft fettled on the banks of the river, fall out of the ice upon the rocky bank, 
and are from thence carried into a cleft or crack by the water. Thefe pebbles are 
then continually turned about by the water; which comes in upon them, and by this 
means they gradually form the hole. The water at the fame time polithes the ftone 
by its circular motion round it, and helps to make the hole or cavity round. It is 
certain that by this turning and toffing the ftone is at Jaft unfit for this purpofe : 
but the river throws commonly every fpring other ftones inftead of it into the cavity, 
and they are turned round in the fame manner. By this whirling, both the mounsain 
and the ftone afford either a fine or a coarfe fand, which is wathed away by the water, 
when in fpring, or at other times, it is high enough to throw its waves into the cavity. 
This was the opinion of Mr. Bartram about the origin of thefe cavities. The Royal 


* In Sweden, and in the north of Germany, the round holes in rivers, with a ftony or rocky bed, which 
the whirling of the water has made, are called giants’ pots; thefe holes are likewife mentioned in Mr. 
Grofley’s new oblervations on Italy, Vol. i pS. F, 
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Society of Sciences at London, has given-a favourable reception to, and approved of 
them*. The remarks which I made in the fummer of the year 1743, during my 
ftay at Lanid’s-Ort, in my country, will prove that I was at that time of the fame opi- 
nion, in regard to thefe holes. I have fince further explained this opinion in a letter 
to the Royal Academy of Sciences ; and this letter is {till preferved in the Academy's 
Memoirs, which have not yet been -publifhed. But there is great reafon to doubt, 
whether all cavities of this kind, in mountains, have the famé origin. 

Here are different fpecies of mulberry. trees, which grow wild in the forefts of 
North and South America. In thefe parts the red mulberry trees are more plentiful 
than any other. However, Mr. Bartram affured me, that he had likewife feen the 
white mulberry trees growing wild, but that they were more {carce. I afked him, 
and feveral other people of this country, why they did not fet up filk manufactures, 
having fach a quantity of mulberries, which fucceed fo eafily? For it has been ob- 
ferved, that when the berries fall upon the ground, where it is not compact, but loofe, 
they foon put out feveral fine delicate fhoots. But they replied, that it would not be 
worth while to erect any filk manufa@tures here, becaufe labour is fo dear. Fora 
man gets from eighteen pence to three fhillings gnd upwards, for'one day’s work, and 
the women are paid in proportion. They were therefore of opinion, that the culti- 
vation of ail forts of corn, of hemp, and of flax, would be of greater advantage, and 
that at the fame time it did not require near fo much care as the feeding of filk-worms. 
By the trials of a governor in Conne@icut, which is a more northern province than 
New York, it is evident, however, that filk-worms fucceed very well there, and that 
this kind of mulberry trees is very good for them. The governor brought up a great 
quantity of filk worms in his court-yard @and they fucceeded fo well, and fpun fo 
much filk, as to aford hima fofficient quantity for clothing himfelf and all his 
family. 

Sever forts of ‘vines likewife grow wild hereabouts. Whenever I made a little 
excurfion out of town, I faw them in numerous places climbing up trees and hedges, 
They clafp around them, and cover them fometimes entirely, and even hang down 
onthe fides. This has the fame appearance, at a diftance, as the tendrils of hops 
climbing along trees. I enquired of Mr. Bartram, why they did not plant vineyards, 
or prefs wine from the grapes of the wild vine? But they anfwered, that the fame 
objection lay againft it, which lies againft the erection of a filk manufaCture, that the 
neceffary hands were too {carce, and it therefore was more rational to make agricul- 
ture their chief employment. But the true reafon undoubtedly is, that the wine 
which is preffed out of moft of the, North American wild grapes, is four and fharp, 
and has not near fuch an agreeable tafte as that which is made from European grapes. 

The Virginian wake robin, or arum virginicum, grows in wet places. Mr. Bartram 
told me, that the favages boiled the {padix and the berries of this flower, and devoured 
jt as a great dainty. When the berries are raw, they have a harfh, pungent tafte,” 
which they lofe in great meafure upon boiling. ; 

The farothra_ gentianoides grows abundantly in the fields, and under the bufhes, in 
adry fandy ground near Philadelphia. It looks extremely like our whortleberry 
buthes when they firft begin to green, and when the points of the leaves are yet red. 
Mr. Bartram has fent this plant to Dr. Dillenius; but that gentleman did not know 
where he fhould range it. It is reckorfed a very good traumatic, and this quality Mr. 


“# How far this approbation of the Royal Society ought to be credited, is to be anderftood from the 
advertifements publifhed at the head of -each new volumesof the Philofophical Tranfactions. F. 
VOL. XL. . 3H Bartram 
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Bartram himfelf experienced ; for being thrown and kicked by a vicious horfe, in 
“fuch a manner as to have both his thighs greatly hurt, he boiled the farothra, and ap- 
plied itto his wounds. It not only immediately appeafed his pain, which before had 
been very violent, but he likewile, by its affiftance, recovered in a fhort time. 

Having read, in Mr. Miller’s botanical ditionary, that Mr. Peter Collinfon had a 
particular larch tree from America in his garden, I afked Mr. Bartram whether he was 
acquainted with it? He.anfwered, that he had fent it himfelf to Mr. Collinfon ; that ic 
only grew in the eaftern parts of New Jerfey, and that he had met with it in no other 
Englith plantation. _ It differs from the other fpecies of larch trees, its cones being much 
lefs. afterwards faw this tree in great plenty in Canada. 

Mr. Bartram was of opinion, that the apple tree was brought into America by the 
Europeans, and that it never was there before their arrival, But he looked upon 
peaches as an original American fruit, and as growing wild in the greateft part of 
America. Others again were of opinion, that they were firft brought over by the Eu- 
ropeans. But all the Wrench in Canada agreed, that on the banks of the river 
Mutifippi, and in the country thereabouts, peaches were found growing wild in great 

uantity*. . 

: See 27th. The tree which the Englifh here call perfimon, is the diofpyros 
virginiana of Linnzus.. It grows for the greateft part in wet places round the water. 
pits. I have already mentioned, that the fruits of this tree are extremely bitter and 
tharp before they are quite ripe, and that being eaten in that ftate, they quite contraét 
one’s mouth, and havea very difagreeable tafte. But as foon as they are ripe, which 
does not happen till they have been quite foftened by the froft, théy area very agree. 
able fruit. They are here eaten raw, @hd feldom any other way. But in a great 
book, which contains a defcription of Virginia, you meet with different ways of pre. 
paring the perfimon, under the article of that name. Mr. Bartram related, that they 
were commonly put upon the table amongft the fweet-meats, and that fome people 
made a tolerably good wine of them. Some of thefe perfimon fruits were dropped on 
the ground in his garden, and were almoft quite ripe, having been expofed to a great 
degree of the heat of the fun. We picked up a few and tafted them, and I muft own 
that thofe who praifed this fruit as an agreeable one, have but done it juftice. It really 
deferves a place among the moft palatable fruit of this country, when the froft has. 
thoroughly conquered its acrimony. 

The verbafcum thapfus, or great white mullein, grows in great quantity on roads, 
in hedges, on dry fields, and high meadows of a ground mixed with fand. The 
Swedes here call it the tobacco of the favages, but owned, that they did not know 
whether or no the Indians really ufed this plant inftead of tobacco. “The Swedes are 
ufed to tie the leaves round their feet and arms when they have the ague. Some of 
them prepared a tea from the leaves, for the dyfentery. A Swede likewife told me, 
that a decoction of the roots was inje€ted into the wounds of the cattle which are fult 
of worms, which killed thefe worms, and made them fall out tT 


* Thomas Herriot, fervant to Sir Walter Raleigh, who was employed by him to examine into the 
productions of North America, makes no mention of the peach among the other fruits he defcribes ; “and 
M. du Pratz, who has given a very good account of Louifiana and the Miffifippi, fays. that the natives got 
their peaches from the Englith colony of Carolina, before the French fettled there. P, 

+ ‘Thefe worms are the larvas of the oeftrus or gadfly, which depofits its eggs on the back of cattle, and 
the larvas being hatched from thefe eggs, caufe great fores, wherein they live till they are ready for their 
change. eee fouth of Ruffia they ufe, for the fame purpofe, the decoction of veratrum, or the white 
hellebore. Fe 
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Sept. 28th. The meadows which are furrounded by wood, and were at prefent 
mown, have a fine lively verdure. On the contrary, when they lie on hills, or in open 
fields, or in fome elevated fituation, efpecially fo that the fun may be able to a& upon 
them without eny obftacles, their grafs looks brown and dry. Several people from 
Virginia told me, that on account of-the great heat and drought, the meadows and 
paftures almoft always had a brown colour, and looked as if they were burnt. The 
inhabitants of thofe parts do not therefore enjoy the pleafure which an European feels 
at the fight of our verdant, odoriferous meadows. 

The American nightfhade, or the phytolacca decandra, grows abundantly in the 
fields, ‘and under the trees, on little hills. Its black berries are now ripe. We ob- 
ferved to-day fome little birds with a blue plumage, and of the fize of our hortulans 
and yellow hammers (emberiza citrinella and emberiza hortulanus) flying down from 
the trees, in order to fettle upon the nightfhade and eat its berries. 

Towards night I went to Mr. Bartram’s country feat. 

Sept. 29th. The gnaphalium margaritaceum grows in aftonifhing quantities upon 
all uncultivated fields, glades, hills, and the like. Its height is different according to 
its different foil and fituation, Sometimes it is very ramofe, and fometimes very little. 
It has a ftrong, but agreeable {mell. The Englith call it life everlafting ; for its flowers, 
which confit chiefly of dry,{fhining, filvery leaves (folia calycina) do not change when 
dried, This plant is now every wherein full bloffom. But fome have already loft the 
flowers, and are beginning to drop the feeds. The Englith ladies were ufed to gather 
great quantities of this life everlafting, and to pluck them with the ftalks. For they 
put'them into pots with or without water, amongft other fine flowers which they had 
gathered both in the gardens and in the field’, and placed them as an ornament in the 
rooms. The Englifh ladies in general are much inclined to have fine flowers all the 
fummer long, in or upon the chimneys, fometimes upon a table, or before the windows, 
either on account of.their fine appearance, or for the fake of their fweet fcent. The 
gnaphalium abovementioned was one of thofe which they kept in their rooms during 
the winter, becaufe its flowers never altered from what they were when they ftood 
in the ground. Mr. Bartram told me another ufe of this plant. A decottion of the 
flowers and ftalks is ufed to bathe any pained or bruifed part, or it is rubbed with the 
plant itfelf tied up in a bag. 

Inftead of flax feveral people madé ufe of a kind of dog’s bane, or Linnzus’s 
apocynum cannabinum. The people prepared the ftalks of this plant, in the fame 
manner as we prepare thofe of hemp or flax. It was fpun, and feveral kinds of ftuffs 
were woven from it. The favages are faid to have had the art of making bags, fifhing- 
nets, and the like, for many centuries together, before the arrival of the Europeans, 

1 afked Mr. Bartram whether he had obferved in his travels that the water was 
fallen, and that the fea had formerly covered any places which were now land. He 
told me, that from what he had experienced he was convinced that the greateft-part 
of this country, even for feveral miles together, had formerly been under water. The 
reafons which led him to give credit to this opinion were the following : 

1. On digging in the blue mountains, which are above three hundred Englifh miles 
diftant from the fea, you find loofe oyfter and other forts of fhells; and they are alfo 
likewife to be met with in the vallies formed by thefe mountains. 

2. A vaft quantity of petrified fhells are found in limeftone, flint, and fandftone, on 
the fame mountains. Mr. Bartram affured me at the fame time, that it was incredible 
what quantities of them there were in the different kinds of ftones of which the moun- 


tains confift. 
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3. The fame fhells are likewife dug in great quantity, quite entire and not mouldered, 
in the provinces of Virginia and Maryland, as alfo in Phifidelphia and in New York. | 

4. On digging wells (not only in Philadelphia, but likewife in other places) the peo- 
ple have met with trees, roots,-and leaves of oak, for the greateft part not yet rotten, at 
the depth of eighteen feet. : 

5- The beft foil and the richeft mould is to be met with in the vallies hereabouts, 
Thefe vallies are commonly croffed by a rivulet or brook; and on their livity a 
mountain commonly rifes, which in thofe places, where the brook paffes clofe to it, 
looks as if it were cut on purpofe. Mr. Bartram believed that all thefe vallies formerly 
were lakes ; that the water had, by degrees, hollowed out the mountain, and opened a 
paflage for itfelf through it; and that the great quantity of flime which is contained in 
the water, and which had fubfided to the bottom of the lake, was the rich foil which is 
at prefent in the vallies, and the caufe of their great fertility. But fuch vallies and 
cloven mountains are very frequent in the country, and of this kind is the peculiar gap 
between two mountains, through which a river takes its courfe, on the boundaries of 
New York and Penfylvania. The people, in a jeft, fay, that this opening was made by 
the devil, as he wanted to go out of Penfylvania into New York. 

6. The whole appearance of ‘the blue mountains plainly fhews, that the water 
formerly covered a part of them. .For many are broken in a peculiar manner, but the 
highelt are plain. ‘ 

7. When the favages are told that fhells are found on thefe high mountains, and that 
from thence there is reafon to believe that the fea mutt formerly have extended to them, 
and even in part flown over them ; they anfwer, that this is not new to them, they 
having a tradition from their anceftors among them, that the fea formerly furrounded 
thefe mountains. ; 

8. The water in rivers and brooks likewife decreafes. Mills, which fixty years ago 
were built on rivers, and at that time had a fufficient fupply of water almoft all the year 
long, have at prefent fo little, that they cannot be ufed, but after a heavy rain, or when 
the fnow melts in fpring. This decreafe of water, in part, arifes from the great 
quantity of land which is now cultivated, and from the extirpation of great forelts for 
that purpofe. 

9. The fea-fhore increafes likewife in time. This arifes from the quantity of fand 
continually thrown on fhore from the bottom of the fea, by the waves, 7 

Mr. Bartram thought that fome peculiar attention fhould be paid to another thing 
relating to thefe obfervations. The fhells which are to be found petrified on the 
northern mountains, are of {uch kinds as at prefent are not to be got in the fea, in 
the fame latitude, and they are not fifhed on the fhore, till you come to South Carolina. 
Mr. Bartram from hence took an occafion to defend Dr. Thomas Burnet’s opinion, 
that the earth, before the deluge, was ina different pofition towards the fun. He 
likewife afked whether the great bones, which are fometimes found in the ground in 
Siberia, and which are fuppofed to be elephants bones and tufks, did not confirm 
his opinion, For at prefent thofe animals cannot live in fuch cold countries ; 
but if, according to Dr. Burnet, the: fun once formed different zones about our 
earth, from thofe it now makes, the elephant may eafily be fuppofed to have lived in 
Siberia*. However, it feems that all which we have hitherto mentioned, may have 

: been 
* The bones and tufks of elephants are not only found in Ruffia, but alfo in the canton of Bafil in 


Swifferland, in the dominions of the Marquis of Bareuth in Franconia, and more inftances are found in the 
Protogza of the celebrated Leibnitz, Lately, near the river Ohio, have been difcovered a great number 


of 
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been the effect of different caufes. To thofe belong’ the umiverfal deluge, the incregfe 
of land, which is merely the work of time, and the changes of the courfe of 
rivers, which, when the {now melts, and in great floods, leave their firft beds, and 
form new ones. 

At fome diftance from Mr. Bartram’s country houfe,’ a little brook flowed through 
the wood, and likewife ran overa rock. The attentive Mr. Bartram here fhewed me 
feveral little cavities in the rock, and we plainly faw that they muft have been generated 
in the manner I before defcribed, that is, by fuppofing a pebble to have remained in a 
cleft.of the rock, and to have been turned round by the violence of the water, till it 
had formed fuch a cavity in the mountain. For on putting our hands into one of thefe 
cavities, we found that it contained numerous {mall pebbles, whofe furface was quite 
fmooth and round. And thefe ftones we found in each of the holes. 

Mr. Bartram fhewed me a number of plants which he had collected into a herbal 
on his travels. Among thefe were the following, which likewife grow in the 
northern parts of Europe, of which he had either got the whole plants or only broken. 
branches. 


1. Betula alba, the common birch tree, which he had found on the Cats Hills. 


2. Betula nana. This fpecies of birch grows in feveral low places towards the 
hills. 2 
3. Comarum paluftre, in the meadows, between the hills in New Jerfey. 
4. Gentiana lutea, the great Gentian, from the fields near the mountains, It was 
very like our variety, but had not fo many flowers under each leaf. ; 
. \ 


pn 


of fkeletons of elephants, with their tufks, and very remarkable grinders, ftill flicking in théir_jaw-bones,. 
were fent to the Britith Mufeum; the late Dr. Littleton, bifhop of Carlifle, alfo lodged fome teeth, 
fticking in their jaw-bonee, in the Museum of the Royal Society, which were brought from Peru. The 
rivers Chatunga and Indighirka, in Siberia, are remarkable for affording, on their banks, great quantities 
of bones and tufks of elephants, which being preferved there by the great froft, and in the fhort fummer of a 
few weeks, the rain being rare, thefe tufles are commonly {fo freth that they are employed in Ruffia as 
common ivory, on account of the great quantity brought from thefe places to Ruffia ; fome of them were 
eight feet long, and of three hundred pounds weight. ‘here have been found grinders of nine inches 
diameter. But the American grinders of elephants from near the Ohio are yet more remarkable, on 
account of their being provided with crowns at their tops, fuch as are only found in the carnivorous animals, 
and fuch as feed on hard bones or nuts; whilft, on the contrary, elephants, at prefent feeding on graffes 
and foft vegetables, have no fuch crowns at the tops of their grinders, Livy, it is trae, makes a 
diftin@ion between the Afiatic or Indian elephants, and the African ones; and remarks the latter to be 
inferior to the former in fize and vigour ; but whether the teeth in thefe animals are fo much different from: 
thofe of the other variety, has never been attended to. This circumitance of the difference in the foffil 
grinders of elephants, from tbofe, in the living ones, and the place wheré thefe fkeletons were found in, 
viz. Siberia, Germany, and America, where at prefent no elephants are to be met with, opens a wide 
field to conje€tures, in regard to the way by which thefe aniofals were carried to thofe fpots. The flogd ° 
in the deluge perhaps has carried them thither: nor is it contrary to reafon, hiftory or revelation; 
believe thefe fkeletons to be the remainders of animals which lived on the furface of this globe anterior to 
the Mofaic creation ; which may be confidered only as a new modification of the creatures living on this 
globe, adapted to its prefent ftate, under which it will remain uatil circumftances will make a new change 
neceflary, and then our globe will, by a new creation or revolution, appear more adapted to ity flate, 
and be ftocked with a fet of animals more fuitable to that fate.” Every man ufed to philofophy and 
reafonfag will find that this plan gives a grand idea of the Creator, his economy and management of the 
univerfe ; and moreover, it is conformable to the meaning of the words of a facred writer, who fays: 
Pal. civ. 29, 30. ‘* Thou hideft thy face and they ({mall and great bealts) are troubled; thou takeft 
awzy their breath, they die, and return to their duit, Thou fendeft forth thy {pirit, they are created ;. 
and thou reneweft the face of the earth.” See Dr. Hunter’s remarks on the above-mentioned teeth, in the 
Philofophical Tranf, Vol.lvii.  F. 


, 5. Linnea 
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§- Linnea borealis, from the mountains in Canada. It creeps along the ground. 

6. Myrica gale, from the neighbourhood of the river Sufquehanna, where it grows 
in a wet foil. : ; ; 

7. Potentilla fruticofa, from the fwampy fields and low meadows between the river 
Delaware, and the river New York. 

8, Trientalis Europea, from the Cats Hills. 

g- Triglchin maritimum, from the falt fprings towards the country of the five 
nations. 


Mr. Bartram fhewed me a letter from Eaft Jerfey, in which he got the following 
account of the difcovery of an Indian grave. In the April of the year 1744, as fome 
people were digging a cellar, they came upon a great ftone, likea tomb-ftone, which 
was at laft got out with great difficulty ; and about four feet deeper under it; they met 
with a large quantity of human bones and a cake of maize. The latter was yet quite 
untouched, and feveral of the people prefent tafted it out of curiofity. From thefe 
circumftances it was concluded, that this was a grave of a perfon of note among the 
favages. For it is their cuftom to bury along with the deceafed meat and other 
things which he liked beft. The ftone was eight feet long, four feet broad, and even 
fome inches more, where it was broadeft, and fifteen inches thick at one end, but 
only twelve inches at the other end. It confifted of the fame coarfe kind of {tone that 
is to be got in this country. There were no letters nor other charaéters vifible 
on it. 

The corn which the Indians chiefly cultivate is the maize, or zea mays, Linn. 
They have little corn fields for that purpofe. But befides this, théy likewife plant a 
great quantity of {quathes, a {pecies of pumpions or melons, which they have always 
cultivated, even in the remoteft ages. The Europeans fettled in America got the 
feeds of this plant, and at prefent their gardens are full of it; the fruithas an agree- 
able tafte when it is well prepared. They are commonly boiled, then cruthed (as we 
ufed to do with turnips when we make a pulfe of them) and fome pepper or other 
{pice thrown upon them, and the difh is ready. The Indians likewife fow feveral 
kinds of beans, which for the greateft part they have got from the Europeans. But 
peafe, which they likewife fow, they have always had amongft them, before any 
foreigners came into the country. The fquathes of the Indians, which now are like- 
wife cultivated by the Europeans, belong to thofe kinds of gourds (cucurbita) which 
ripen before any other. They are a very delicious fruit, but will not keep. I have 
however feen them kept till pretty late in winter. : 

Sept. 30th, Wheat and rye are fown in autumn about this time, and commonly 
reaped towards the end of June, or in the beginning of July. ‘Thefe kinds of corn, 
however, are fometimes ready to be reaped in the middle of J une, and there are even 
examples that they have been mown in the beginning of that’month. Barley and 
oats are fown in April, and they commonly begin to grow ripe towards the end of 
July. Buck-wheat is fown in the middle or at the end of July, and is about this time, 
or fomewhat later, ready to be reaped. If it be fown before the above-mentioned 
time, as in May, or in June, it only gives flowers and little or no corn. 7 

Mr. Bartram and other people aflured me, that moft of the cows, which the Englith 
have here, are the offspring of thofe which they bought of the Swedes, when they 
were matters of the country.. The Englith themfelves are faid to have brought over 
but few. The Swedes either brought their cattle from home, or bought them of the 
Dutch, who were then fettled here, s 

ear 
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Near the town, I faw an ivy or hedera helix, platited“againft the wall of a figtie 
building, which was fo covered by the fine green leaves of this plant, as almdft to con- 
ceal the whole. It was doubtlefs brought over from Europe, for I have never per- 
ceived it any where elfe on my travels through North America, But in its ftead I have 
often feen wild vines made to run up the walls. 

Lafked Mr. Bartram whether he had obferved that trees and plants decreafed in 
proportion as they were brought further to the north, as Catefby pretends; he 
anfwered, that the queftion fhould be more limited, and then his opinion would prove 
the true one. There are fome trees which grow better in fouthern countries, and 
become lefs as you advance to the north. Their feeds or berries are fometimes brought 
into colder climates by birds and by other accidents. They gradually decreafe in 
growth, till at laft they will not grow at all. On the other hand, there are other 
trees and herbs which the wife Creator deftined for the northern countries, and they 
grow there to an amazing fize. But the further they are tranfplanted to the fouth 
the lefs they grow, till at laft they degenerate fo much as not to be able to grow at 
all. Other plants love a temperate climate, and if they be carried either fouth ‘or 
north they will not fucceed well, but always decreafe. Thus for example, Penfyl- 
vania contains fome trees which grow exceedingly well, but always decreafe in pro- 
portion as they are carried further off either to the north or to the fouth. 

I afterwards, on my travels, had frequent proofs of this truth. The faffafras, which 
grows in Penfylvania, under forty degrees of latitude, and becomes a pretty tall and 
thick tree, was fo little at Ofwego and Fort Nicholfon, between forty-three and forty- 
four degrees of latitude, that it hardly reached the height of two or four feet, and was 
feldom fo thick as the little finger of a full grown perfon. This was likewife the cafe 
with the tulip tree. For in Penfylvania it grows as high as our talleft oaks and firs, 
and its thicknefs is proportionable to its height. But about Ofwego it was not above 
twelve feet high, and no thicker than a man’s arm. The fugar maple, or acer fac- 
charinum, is one of the moft common trees in the woods of Canada, and grows very 
tall, But in the fouthern provinces, as New Jerfey and Penfylvania, it only grows on 
the northern fide of the blue mountains, and on the fteep hills which are on the banks 
of the river, and which are turned to the north. Yet there it does not attain to a 
third or fourth part of the height which it has in Canada. It is needlefs to mention 
more examples. 

Oa. 1ft. The gnats, which are very troublefome at night here, are called muf- 
quetoes. They are exattly like the gnats in Sweden, only fomewhat lefs; and the 
deicription which is to be met with in Dr. Linnzeus’s Syftema Nature, and Fauna 
Suecica, fully agrees with them, and they are called by him culex pipiens. In day- 
time or at night they come into the houfes, and when the people are gone to bed they 
begin their difagreeable humming, approach always nearer to the bed, and at laft fuck 
up fo much blood, that they can hardly fly away. Their bite caufes blifters 4n 
people of a delicate complexion. When the weather has been cool for fome days, 
the mufquetoes difappear ; bur when it changes again, and efpecially after a rain, they 
gather frequently in fuch quantities about the houfes that their numbers are aftonifh- 
ing. The chimneys of the Englifh, which have no valves for fhutting them up, afford 
the gnats a free entrance into the houfes. In fultry evenings, they accompany the 
cattle in great {warms from the woods to the houfes, or to town, and when they are 
drove before the houfes the gnats fly in wherever they can. In the greateft heat of 
jummer they are fo numerous in” fome places that the air feems to be quite full of 
them, efpecially near fwamps and flagnate waters, fuch as the river Morris, in New 

Jerfey. 
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fuch a degree, that it almoft hindered her from ura 2 : She was advifed to broif, 
berries of {affafras, and to rub the painful parts of her ot with the oil, which .by 
means would be got from the berries. She did fo, but at the fame time it made fier 
vomit ; yet this was not fufficient to keep her from following the prefcription three 
times more, though as often as the madevufe thereof, it always had the fame’ effect. 
However, the was entirely freed from that pain, and perfectly recovered. 

‘A black woodpecker with a red head, or the picus pileatus, Linn. is frequent in the 
Penfylvanian forefts, and ftays the winter, as I know from my own experience. It is 
reckoned among thofe birds which deftroy the maize, becaufe it fettles on the ripe ears, 
and deftroys them with its bill. The Swedes call it tillkroka ; but all other wood- 
peckers, thofe with gold yellow wings excepted, are called hack{pickar in the Swedifh 
language. L intend to defcribe them all together more exactly in a particular work. 
I only obferve here, that almoft all the different fpecies of woodpeckers are very 
noxious to the maize, when it begins to ripen ; for by picking holes in the membrane 
round the ear, the rain gets into it, and caufes the ear, with all the corn it contains, to 
rot. : é 
O@. % In the morning I fet out for Wilmington, which was formerly called Chrif- 
tina by the Swedes, and is thirty Englifh miles to the fouth-weft of Philadelphia. 
Three miles behind Philadelphia I paffed the river Skulkill in a ferry, beyond which the 
country appears almoft a continual chain of mountains and vallies. The mountains 
have an-eafy flope on all fides, and the vallies are commonly croffed by brooks, with 
cryftal {treams. The greater part of the country is covered with feveral kinds of deci- 
duous trees; for I fearcely faw a fingle tree of the fir kind, if I except afew red cedars. 
The foreft was‘high, but open below, fo that it left a free profpeét to the eye, and no 
under-wood obftruéted the paflage between the trees. It would have been eafy in fome 
places to have gone under the branches with a carriage for a quarter of a mile, the trees 
ftanding at great diftances from each other, and the ground being very level. In fome 
places little glades opened, which were either meadows, paftures, or corn-fields ; of 
which latter fome were cultivated and others not. Ina few places feveral houfes were 
built clofe to each other ; but for the greateft part they were fingle. In part of the 
fields the wheat was already fown in the Englifh manner without trenches, but with 
furrows pretty clofe together. I fometimes faw the country people very bufy in fow- 
ing their rye. Near every farm-houfe was a little field with maize. ‘The inhabitants 
hereabotts were commonly either Englifh or Swedes. 

‘All the day long T faw a continual variety of trees; walnut-trees of different forts, 

which were all full of nuts ; chefnut-trees quite covered with fine chefnuts; mulberries, 
faflafras, liquidambar, tulip trees, and many others. 
. Several fpecies of vines grew wild hereabouts. They run up to the fummits of the 
trees, their clufters of . grapes and their leaves covering the ftems. I even faw fome 
young oaks five-or fix fathoms high, whofe tops were crowned with vines. ‘The 
ground js that which is fo common hereabouts, which I have already delcribed, viz. 
a clay mixe@with a great quantity of fand, and covered with a rich foil or vegetable 
earth. ‘The vines are principally feen on trees which ftand fingle in corn-fields, and at 
the end of woods, where the meadows, paftures, and fields begin ; and likewife along 
the enclofures, where they cling with their tendrils round the trees which ftand there.. 
The lower parts of the plant are full of grapes, which hang below the leaves, and were 
now almoft ripe, and had a pleafant fourith talte. The country people gather them in 
“great quantities, and fell them in the town. ‘They are eaten without further prepara- 
tion; and commonly people are prefented with them when they come to pay a vifit. 
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‘The foil does not feem to be deep hereabouts, for the upper black ftratum is hardly 
two inchey.:° This I had an occafion to fee, both in fuch places where the ground is dug 
up, and ‘fn fuch where the water, during heavy fhowers of rain, has made cuts, which 
are pretty numerous here. The upper foil has a dark ‘colour, and the next a pale 
colour like bricks. I have obferved every where in America, that the depth of the 
upper foil does not by far agree with the computation of fome people, though we can 
almoft be fure, that in fome places it never was {tired fince the deluge. I fhall be more 
particular in this refpect afterwards *. ; : 

The datura ftramonium, or thorn apple, grows in great quantities near all the vil- 
lages. Its height is different according to the foil it is in; for in a rich foil it grows cight 
or ten feet high, but in a hard and poor ground, it will feldom come up to fix inches. 
This datura, together with the phytolacca, or American nightfhade, grow here in thofe 
places near the gardens, houfes, and roads, which in Sweden are covered with nettles 
and goofe-foot, which European plants are very fearce in America. But the datura 
and phytolacca are the worft weeds here, nobody knowing any particular ufe of them. 


* The learned Dr. Wallecius, in his Mineralogy, § 8. in the,note to the article humus communis ‘atra, 
mentions, that fome people were of opinion, that the mould of our globe increafed gradually from the 
yearly putrefaction of plants and their parts, efpecially in {uch places as had been uncultivated ever fince 
the deluge ; aud that thus, in a hundred years, half an inch of mould was produced. But he obferves, in 
the fame time, that this obfervation was not at all exa@; for as the common mould feldom exceeds a foot, it 
mutt from thence follow, that fince the deluge no more than 2400 years were elapfed, though the fcripture 
chronology reckons upwards of 40co years fince that event : befides this, he remarks, that. mould always. 
becomes more dry and compreffed, where it is out of the reach of rain and faow; and where it. is expofed 
to rain, it is carried off to lower places, and therefore increafes and decreafes according to the qualities of 
its local fitation. Moreover, vegetables, it is known, profper the beft where mould is found. As the 
furface of our globe has been covered with vegetables fince the deluge, they mutt have had a mould to 

row in ever fince that time; confequently it is highly probable, that there muft have been a mould cover _ 
ing the furface of our globe ever fince the firft origin, I fhould be led, by fome other confiderations, to 
doubt of the infallibility of this rule for the increafe of mould. In Ruffia, on this fide the river Volga, are 
high and extenfive plains, which have been uncultivated ever fince the deludge; for, we know from hiftory, 
that the Scythians, Sarmatians, Huns, Chazers, and Mogols, were fucceffively the mafters of thefe vait 
countries, and were altogether nomadic nations, who lived without agriculture; the country has been 
without wood fince time immemorial, nor could there even {pring up any wood whatfoever, fince its ramb+ 
ling poffeffors every {pring fet fire to the old-dry grafs, in order to make room for the new grafs, which, in 
the latter end of May, I found came up very near to my waite. And thefe vait defart plains I faw every 
where covered with at leaft two feet mould; nay, in fome places it amounted to four feet; this would 
give, according to the former rule of half an inch per century, 4800 years, in the firft inftance ; and, in the 
fecond, 9600 years; and therefore thews, that this rule for calculating the increafe of mould is very preca- 
rious, ‘The chemical analyfis of plants fhews, that they confift of water, earth, acid, alkali, oil, and an in- 
flammable principle, independent of the laft fubftance, and called by a late German chemift, the caultic; 
thefe {ubitances mut enter yearly the new plants, and make their fubftance, and are as it were regenerated 
in thefe new plants, after being fet at liberty from the ftru@ure of the laft year’s plants by putrefa@ion, or 
by fire. Mould; chemically examined, has the fame analogous parts. Acid and cauttic are plentifully con- 
tained in the common air, and may alfo eafily be reftored to the mould, and thus circulate through a new 
fyftem of plants. Water comes likewife from rain and fnow, out of our atmofphere ; alkaline and oily 
particles, or a kind of foap, are the only things wanting, which, when added with the former to any fubtle 
earth, will make a good mould; and thefe are produced by putrefaction or fire, from vegetable and animal 
fub{tanves, and are the great promoters of vegetation. + 

But the great queftion is, from whence thefe various fubftances, neceffary for vegetation, originally came ? 
‘To believe they are produced from putrified vegetables, is begging the queftion, and making a circulvs 
vitiofus in the argument. There is therefore no evafion ; they were certainly produced by the great 
Creator of the univerfe, and endowed with fuch qualities as make them capable of producing in va~ 
rious mixtures new bodies; and when they are introduced by moifture into the firft flamina of a plant, 
or a feed, they expand thefe ftamina, and conftitute a new being, capable of affording food to the animal 
creation. It is evident, Mr. ery hinted at the precharge scares of bei increafe of mould; and 
this gave me an opportunity of confirming his argument, and of ftating fairly the great queftion on 
smhick agriculture, the molt neceflary teenth of human arts, depends, F. e ie _ 
: % 5: Turnip 
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‘Turnip-fields are fometimes to be feen. In the middle-of the high road I perceived 
a dead biack fnake, which was four feet fix inches long, and aninch and a half in thick» 
nefs, It belonged to the viper-kind. 

Late at night a great halo appeared round the moon. The people faid that it prog- 
nofticated either a ftorm or rain, or both together. The fmaller the ring is, or the 
nearer it comes tothe moon, the fooner this weather fets in. But this time neither of 
thefe changes happened, and the halo had foretold a coldnefs in the air. ‘ 

_ I faw to-day the chermes of the alder (chermes alni) in great abundance on the 
branches of that tree, which for that reafon looks quite white, and at a diftance appears 
as it were covered with mould. . 

O&. 4th. I continued my journey early ih the morning, and the country ftill had the. 
fame appearance as [ went on. It was a continual chain of pretty nae hills, with an 
eafy afcent on all fides, and of vallies been them. The foil confilted o a brick-coloured 
mould, mixed with clay and a few pebbles. I rode fometimes through woods of feve. 
ral forts of trees, and fometimes amidft little fields, which had been cleared of the 
wood, and which at prefent were corn-fields, meadows, and paftures. The farm-houfes 
flood fingle, fometimes near the roads, and fometimes at a little diftance from them, fo 
that the {pace between the road and the houfes was taken up with little fields and 
meadows. Some of the houfes were built of ftone, two {tories high, and covered with 
fhingles of the white cedar. But moft of the houfes were wooden, and the crevices 
ftopped up with clay, inftead of mofs, which we make ufe of for that purpofe. No 
valves were to be met with in the chimneys, and the people even did not know what I 
meant by them. ‘The ovens were commonly built up at fome diftance from the houfes, 
and were either under a roof, or without any covering againft the weather. The fields 
bore partly buck-wheat, which was not yet cut, partly maize, and partly wheat, which. 
was but lately fown; but fometimes they lay fallow. ‘The vines climbed to the top 
of feveral trees, and hung down again on both’ fides. Other trees again were fur-. ' 
rounded by the ivy (hedera quinquefolia) which, with the fame flexibility, afcepded to 
a great height. The fmilax laurifolia always joined with the ivy, and, together with it, 
twifted itfelf round the trees. The leaves of the ivy were at this time commonly red- 
dith, but thofe of the vine were ftill quite green. ‘The trees which were furrounded 
with them, looked at a diftance like thofe which are covered with hops in our country ;, 
and on feeing them from afar off, one might expect to find wild hops climbing upon the 
trees. Walnut and chefnut-trees were common near enclofures, in woods, and on 
hills, and at prefent were loaded with their fruit. ‘The perfimon was likewife plentiful 
near the roads and in the woods. At fome diftance from Wilmington, I paffed a 
bridge over a little river, which falls north into the Delaware. The rider pays here two. 
pence toll for himfelf and his horfe. 

Towards noon J arrived at Wilmington. : 

Wilmington is a little town, about thirty Englith miles fouth-welft from Philadelphia. 
Tt was founded jn the year 1733. Part of it ftands upon the grounds belonging to the 
Swedith church, which annually receives certain rents, out of which they pay the mi- 
nifter’s falary, and employ the reft for other ufes. The houfes dre built of {tone, and 
look very pretty ; yet they are not built clofe together, but large open places are left 
between them. The quakers havea meeting-houfe in this town. The Swedith church,. 
which I intend to mention in the fequel, is half a mile out of town eaftwards. The 
parfonage is under the fame roof with the church. A little river called Chriftina-kill 
paffes by the town, and from thence falls into the Delaware. By following its banks,. 
one goes three miles before one reaches the Delaware. The river is faid to be fuffi-. 
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ciently deep, fo that the greateft veffel may come cute up to the town ; forat its mouth 
or juncture with the Delaware itis fhalloweft, and yet its: depth éven there, when the 
‘water is loweft, is from two fathoms to two and‘a-half. . But as you go higher, its 
depth encreafes to three, three and a half, and even four.-fathoms..-The largeft 
thips therefore may fafely, afd with their full cargoes, come to.and'from the town 
with the tide. From Wilmington you have a fine profpeé of a great part of the river 
Delaware, and the fhips failing on it. On both fides of the river Chriftina-kill, almott 
from the place where the redoubt is built to its jun€ture with the Delaware, are low. 
meadows, which , afford a great quantity of hay to the inhabitants. The town carries 
on a confiderable trade, and would have been more enlarged if Philadelphia and New- 
caftle, which are both towns of a more ancient date, were not fo near on both fides 
of it. 

The redoubt, ‘upon the river Chriftina-kill, was erected this fummer, when it was 
known that the French and Spanifh privateers intended to fail up the river, and to at« 
tempt a landing. It ftands, according to the accounts of: the late Revs Mr. Tranberg, 
on the fame {pot where the Swedes had built theirs. It is remarkable, that on working 
in the ground this fummer, . to make this redoubt, an old Swedifh filver coin of Queen 
Chriftina, not quite fo big as a fhilling, was found, at the depth of a yard, among fome 
other things. ‘The Rev. Mr. Tranberg afterwards prefented me with it. On one fide 
were the arms of the houfe of Wafa, with the infcription: CHRISTINA, D. G. DE. 
RE. SVE.that is, Chrifina, by the grace of God, elected Queen of Sweden; and near - 
this the year of our Lord 1633. On the reverfe were thefe words: MONETA NOVA 
REGNI SVEC. or, a new coin of the kingdom of Sweden. At the fame time, ia 
number of old iron tools, fuch as axes, fhovels, and the like, were difcovered. The 
redoubt, that is now erected, confifts of bulwarks of planks, with a rampart on the 
outfide. Near it is the powder'mazagine, in a vault built of bricks. At the erettion 

* of this little fortification, it was remarkable, that the Quakers, whofe tenets reject 
even defenfive war, were as bufy as the other people in building it. For the fear of 
being every moment fuddenly attacked by privateers conquered all othtr thoughts. 
Many of them {crupled to put their own hands to the work, but forwarded it by fup- 
plies of money, and by getting ready every thing which was neceffary. 

O&, sth. It was my defign to crofs the Delaware, and to get into New Jerfey, 
with a view to get acquainted with the country ; but as there was no ferry here to bring 
my horfe over, I fet out on my return to Philadelphia. I partly went along the high 
road, and partly deviated on one or the other fide of it, in order to take more exact 
obfervations of the country, and of its natural hiftory. 

The maize was fown in feveral places. In fome its ftalks were cut fomewhat below 
the ear, dried, and put up in narrow high flacks, in order to keep them as a food for 
the cattle in winter. The lower part of the ftalk had likewife leaves, butas they com- 
monly dry of themfelves, the people do not like to feed the cattle with them, all their 
flavour being loft ; but the upper ones are cut whilft they are yet green. 

The valleys between the hills commonly contain brooks ; but they are not very broad, 
and require no bridgés, fo that carriages and horfe can eafily pafs through them ;, for 
the water is feldom above fix inches deep. 

The leaves of moft trees were yet quite green, fuch as thofe of oaks, chefnut-trees, 
black walnut-trees, hiccory, tulip-trees, and faffafras. ‘he two latter fpecies are found 
in plenty on the fides of the little woods, on hills, on the fallow fields, near hedves, 
and on the road. The perfimon likewife had ftill its leaves; however, fome trees of 
this kind had dropt them. The leaves of the American bramble were at prefent 
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aimolt entirely red, though fome of thefe buthes yet-retained a lively green.in the 
leaves, The cornelian cherry likewife had already a mixtureof-brdwn and pale. leaves: 
The leaves of the red maple were alfo red. ee 

I continued my journey to Chichefter, a borough upon the Delaware, where tra- 
vellers pafs the river in a ferry.. ‘They build here every year a number of fmall ships 
for fale. From an iron work which lies higher in the country, they carry iron bars to 
this place, and fhip them. 

Canoes are boats made of one piece of wood, and are much in ufe’with the farmers, 
and other people upon the Delaware, and fome little rivers, . For that purpofe a very 
thick trunk of’a-tree is hollowed out: the red juniper, or red cedar-tree, the white 
cedar, the chefnut-tree, the white oak, and the tulip-tree, are commonly made ule of 
for this purpofe. ‘The canoes made of red and white cedar are reckoned the beft, be- 
caufe they {wim very light upon the water, and laft twenty-years together. But of 
thefe the red cedar canoes are moft preferable. Thofe made of chefnut-trees will 
likewife laft for a good while. But thofe of white oak are hardly ferviceable above fix 
years, and alfo {wim deep, becaufe they are fo heavy. The liquidambar tree, ‘or 
liquidambar ftyraciflua, Linn. is big enough, but unfit for making canoes, becaufe it 
imbibes the water. The canoes which are made of the tulip-tree, {carce laft fo long as 
thofe of white oak. The fize of the canoes is different, according to the purpofes 
they are deftined for. They.can carry fix perfons, who, However, muit by no means 
be unruly, but fit at the bottom of the canoe in the quieteft manner poffible, left the 
boat overfet. ‘The Swedes in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, near the rivers, have no 
other boats to go to Philadelphia in, which they commonly do twice a week on the 
market days, though they be feveral miles diftant from the town, and meet fometimes 
with fevere ftorms; yet misfortunes from the overfetting, &c. of thefe canoes, are 
feldom heard of, though they might well be expected, on account of the fmall fize of 
this kind of boats. However, a great deal of attention and care is neceffary in 
managing the canoes, when the wind is fomewhat violent; for they are narrow, round 
below, h@e no keel, and therefore. may eafily’be overfet. Accordingly, when the 
wind is more brifk than ordinary the people make for the land. 

The common garden creffes grow in feveral places on the roads about Chichefter, 
and undoubtedly come from the feeds, which were by chance carried out of the many 
gardens about that town. 

‘The American brambles are here in great plenty. When a field is left uncultivated, 
they are the firft plants that appear on it; and I frequently obferved them in fuch fields 
as are annually ploughed, and have corn fown on them. For when thefe buthes are 
once rooted, they are not eafily extirpated. Such a bufh runs out tendrils fometimes 
four fathoms off its root, and then throws a new root, fo that on pulling it up, you 
meet with roots on both ends. On fome old grounds, which had long been uncul- 
tivated, there were fo many bufhes of this kind, that it was very troublefome and 
dangerous walking in them. A wine is made of the berries, as I have already men- 
tioned. The berries dre likewife eaten when they are ripe, and tafte well. 

O&. 6th. The chenopodium enthelminticum is very plentiful on the road, and on 
the banks of the river, but chiefly in dry places, in a loofe fandy foil. The English, 
who are fettled here, call it worm-feed, and Jerufalem oak. It has a difagreeable 
fcent. In Penfylvania and New Jerfey its feeds are given to children, againit the 
worms, and for that purpofe they are excellent. The plant itfelf is fpontaneous in 
Both provinces. 
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,, The environs ‘of Chichefter contain many gardens, which are full of apple-trees, 
finking under the weight of innumerable apples. Moft of them are winter fruit, and 
therefore were yet quite four. Each farm has a garden, and fo has each honfe of the 
better fort: The extent of thefe'gardens is likewife not inconfiderable, and therefore 
affords the poffeffor, all the year long, great fupplies in his houfekeeping, both for 
eating and drinking. I frequently was furprized at the prudence of the inhabitants of 
this country. As foon as one has bought a piece of ground, which is neither built upon 
nor fown, his firft care is to get young apple-trees, and to make a garden. He next 
proceeds to build his houfe, and laftly prepares the uncultivated ground to receive 
corn. For it is well known that the trees require many years before they arrive to per- 
feétion, and this makes it neceffary to plant them firft. I now perceived, near the 
farms, mills, wheels, and other inftruments, which are made ufe of in crufhing the 
apples, in order to prepare cyder from them afterwards. 

From Chichefter I went’on towards Philadelphia. The oaks were the moft plen- 
tiful trees in the wood. But there were feveral fpecies of them, all diferent from the 
European ones. ‘The fwine now went about in great herds.in the oak woods, where 
they fed upon the acorns, which fell in great abundance from the trees. Each hog 
had_a wooden triangular yoke about its neck, by which it was hindered from pene- 
trating through the holes in the enclofures ; and, for this reafon, the enclofures are 
made very flender, and eafy to put up, and do not require much wood. No other 
enclofures are in ufe, but thofe which are fo like fheep-hurdles. A number of fquir- 
rels were in the oak woods, partly running on the ground, and partly leaping from 
one branch to another ; and at this time they’ chiefly fed upon acorns. 

T feldom faw beech-trees ; but I found them quite the fame with the European ones, 
Their wood is reckoned very good for making joiner’s planes of. : 

I do not remember feeing any other than the black ants, or formica nigra, in 
Penfylvania. They are as black as a coal, and of two forts; fome very little, like the 
leaft of our ants, atid others of the fize of our common reddifh ants. I have not yet 
obferved any hills of theirs, but only feen fome running about fingly. @In other 
parts of America I have likewife found other fpecies of ants, as I intend to remark in 
the fequel. j 

The common privet, or liguftrum vulgare, is made ufe of in many places, asa hedge 
round. corn-fields and gardens ; and on my whole voyage, I did not fee that any other 
trees were made ufe of for this purpofe, though the Englifhmen here well know that 
the hawthorn makes a much better hedge. The privet hedges grow very thick and 
clofe, but, having no fpines, the hogs, and even other animals, break eafily through 
them; and when they have once made a hole, it requires a long while before it grows 
up again. But when the hedges confift of fpinofe buthes, the cattle will hardly attempt 
to get through them, phe es 

About noon I came through Chefter, a little market-town, which lies on the De- 
Jaware. A rivulet, coming down out of the country, paffes through this place, and 
difcharges itfelf into the Delaware. ‘There is a bridge over it. The houfes ftand 
difperfed. Moft of them are built of ftone, and two or three ftories high ; fome are 
however made of wood. In the town is a church and a market-place. 

Wheat was now fown every where. In fome places it was already green, having 
‘been fown four weeks before.. The wheat fields were made in the Englifh manner, 
having no ditches in them, but numerous furrows for draining the water, at the 


diftance of four or fix feet from one another. Great ftumps of the trees which had 
been 
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been cut down, are every where feen on the fields; and this fhews that the country has, 
been but lately cultivated. - Eanad aS 

‘The roots of the trees do not go deep into the ground, but fpread horizontally. 
Thad opportunities of obferving this in feveral places where the trees were dug up, 
for I feldom faw one whofe root went above a foot deep into the ground, though it 
was a loofe foil. ; : 

About two Englith miles behind Chefter, I paffed by an iron forge, which was to 
the right hand by the road fide. It belonged to two brothers, asI was told. The ore 
however is not dug here, but thirty or forty miles from hence, where it is firft melted 
in the oven, and then carried to this place. The bellows were made of leather, and 
both they and the hammers, and even the hearth, but {mall in proportion to ours, 
All the machines were worked by water. The iron was wrought into bars. 

To-day I remarked, as I have fince frequently feen on my travels in this country, 
that horfes are very greedy of apples. When they are let into an orchard to feed 
upon the grafs, if there are any apples on the ground, they frequently leave the freth 
green grafs and eat the apples, which, however, are not reckoned a goad food for 
them; and, befides that, it is too expenfive. 

The red maple, or acer rubrum, is plentiful in thefe places. Its proper fituations 
are chiefly {wampy, wet places, in which the alder commonly is its companion. Out 
of its wood they make plates, fpinning-wheels, rolls, feet for chairs and beds, and all 
forts of work. With the bark they die both worfted and linen, giving it a dark blue 
colour. For that purpofe it is firft boiled in water, and fome copperas, fuch as the 
hat-makers and fhoe-makers commonly make ufe of, is added, before the ftuff (which 
is to be dyed) is put into the boiler. This bark lifewife affords a good black ink. 
‘When the tree is felled early in fpring, a fweet juice runs out of it, like that which 
runs out of our birches. This juice they do not make any ufe of here; but, in 
Canada, they make both treacle and fugar of it. Here is a variety of this tree, 
which they call the curled maple, the wood being as it were marbled within; it is 
much ufed ip all kinds of joiner’s work, and the utenfils made of this wood are 
preferable to thofe made of any other fort of wood in the country, and are much 
dearer than thofe made of the wood of the wild cherry-trees (prunus virginiani) or of 
black walnut-trees. But the moft valuable utenfils were thofe made of curled black 
walnut, for that is an exceflive {carce kind of wood. The curled maple was likewife 
very uncommon, and you frequently find trees, whofe outfides are marbled but their 
infide not. The tree is therefore cut very deep before it is felled, to fee whether it 
has veins‘in every part. 

In the evening I reached Philadelphia. 

O&. 7th. Inthe morning we croffed the Delaware in a boat to the other fide, which 
belongs ‘to New Jerfey, each perfon paying fourpence for his paflage. The country 
here is very different from that in Penfylvania; for here the ground is almoft mere 
fand; butin the other province it is mixed with a good deal of clay, and this makes 
the ground pretty rich, The difcoveries which I made to-day of infeéts and plants 
T intend to mention in another work. 

A foil like this in New Jerfey, one might be led to think, could produce nothing, 
becaufe it is fo dry and poor. Yet the maize, which is planted on it, grows ex- 
tremely well, and we faw many fields filled with it. The earth is of that kind ‘in 
which tobacco commonly fucceeds, but it is not near fo rich. The ftalks of maize 
are‘commonly eight feet high, more or lefs, and are full of leaves. The maize is 
planted, as ufual, in rows, in little f{quares, fo that there is a fpace of five fect and fix 
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A inches between “each fquare, both in length and breadth ; on each of thefe little hills 
three or four ftalks come up, which were not yet cut for the cattle; each ftalk again 
has from one.to four ears, which are large and full of corn. A fandy ground could 
never have been better employed:’:.In fome places the ground betweeh the maize is 
ploughed, and rye fown in it, fo ‘that when the maize is cut, the rye remains upon 
the field. ; * 

We frequently faw afparagus growing near the enclofures, in a loofe foil, on uncul- 
tivated fandy fields. It is likewife plentiful between the maize, and was at prefent full 
of berries, but I cannot tell whether the feeds are carried by the wind to the places 
where I faw them; it is however certain, that I have likewife feen it growing wild in 
other parts of America. : 

The worm-feed is likewife plentiful on the road, in a fandy ground, fuch as that near 
the ferry, oppofite to Philadelphia. Ihave already mentioned that it is given to 
children, as a remedy to carry off the worms. It is then put into brandy, and when 
it has been in it-for one hour, it is taken out again, dried, and given to the children, 
either in-beer, fweetened with treacle, or in any other liquor. Its effeéts are talked 
of differently. Some people fay it kills the worms ; others again pretend that it forwards 
their increafe, But I know, by my own experience, that this worm-feed has had very 
good effects upon children. . 

The purflain, which we cultivate in our gardens, grows wild in great abundance in 
the loofe foil, amongft the maize. It was there creeping on the ground, and its ftalks 
were pretty thick and fucculent ; which circumftances very juftly gave reafon to wonder 
from whence it could get juice fufficient to fupply it in fuch a dry ground. It is to be 
found plentiful in fuch foil, in other places of this country. . 

The bidens bipinnata is here called Spanith needles. It grows fingle about farm- 
houfes, near roads, pales, and along the hedges.. It was yet partly in flower ; but for 
the greateft part it was already out of blofiom. When the feeds are ripe it is very 
difagreeable walking where it grows, for they ftick to the clothes and make them black ; 
and it is difficult to difcharge the black {pots which they occafion. ach feed has three 
{pines at its extremity ; and each of thefe again is full of numerous little hooks, by 
which the feed faftens itfelf to the clothes. 

In the woods and along the hedges in this neighbourhood, fome fingle red ants 
(formica rubra) crept about, and their antenne or feel-horns, were as long as their 
bodies. ; 

Towards night we returned to Philadelphia. ° 

Oe, 8th. The fhore of Penfylvania has a great quantity of the fineft oyfters. 
About this time the people began to bring them to Philadelphia for fale. They come 
from that part of the fhore,which is near the mouth of the river Delaware. ‘hey are 

_reckoned as good as the New York oyfters, of which I fhall make more particular 
mention afterwards. However, Ithought that this latter fort of oyfters was generally 
larger, fatter, and more palatable. It is remarkable that they commonly became 
palatable at the time when the agues had left off their fury. Some men went with 
whole carts full of oyfters, crying them about the ftreets ; this is unufual here when 
any thing elfe is to be fold, but in London it is very common. The oyfter fhells are 
thrown away, though formerly a lime was burnt from them, which has been found 
unneceffary, there, being ftones for burning of lime in this neighbourhood, and the 
lime of oyiter fhells not being as good as this other lime. The people fhewed me fome 
houfes in this town which are built of ftone, and to the mafon work of which the lime 
of oyfter fhells had been employed. The walls of thefe houfes were always fo wet 
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two or three days before a rain, that great drops of water could plainly be perceived, 
on them ; and thus they were as good as hygrometers *. * Several people who had 
lived in this kind of houfes complained of thefe inconveniences. 

O&. 9. Peafe are not much cultivated in Penfylvania at prefent, though formerly, 
according to the accounts of fome old Swedes, every farmer had a little field with 
peafe. In New Jerfey, and the fouthern parts of New York, peafe are likewife not fo 
much cultivated as they ufed to be. But in the northern parts of New York, or about 
Albany, and in all the parts of Canada, which are inhabited by the French, the people 
fow great quantities, and have a plentiful crop. In the former colonies, a little 
defpicable infe&t has obliged the people to give up fo ufeful a part ofagriculture. ‘This 
little infeét was formerly little known, but a few years ago it multiplied exceffively. 
It couples in fummer, about the time when the peafe are in bloflom, and then depofits 
an egg into almoft every one of the little peafe. When the peafe are ripe, their out- 
ward appearance does not difcover the worm, which, however, is found within when it 
is cut. ‘This worm lies in the pea, if it is not Stirred, during all the winter, and part 
of the fpring, and in that {pace of time confumes the greateft part of the infide of the 
pea: in {pring, therefore, little more than the mere thin outward fkin is left. This 
worm at laft changes into an infect of the coleoptera clafs, and in that ftate creeps 
through a hole of its own making in the hufk, and flies off, in order to look for new 
fields of peafe, in which it may couple with its cogeneric infects, and provide food fuf- 
ficient for its pofterity. 

This noxious infect has {pread from Penfylvania to the north. For the country of 
New York, where it is common at prefent, has not been plagued with it above twelve 
or fifteen years ago ; and before that time the people fowed peafe every year, without 
any inconvenience, and had excellent crops. But by degrees thefe little enemies came 
in fuch numbers that the inhabitants were forced to leave off fowing of peafe. 
The people complained of this in feveral places. ‘The country people about Albany 
have yet the pleafure to fee their fields of peafe not infected by thefe beetles, but are 
always afraid of their approach ; as it has been obferved they come every year nearer 
to that province. 

I know not whether this infe&t would live in Europe, and I fhould think our Swedith 
winters muft kill the worm, even if it be ever fo deeply inclofed in the pea; notwith- 
ftanding it is often as cold in New York (where this infe&t is fo abundant) as in our © 
country, yet it continues to multiply here every year, and proceeds always farther to 
the north. I was very near bringing fome of thefe vermin into Europe without know. 
ing of it. At my departure from America I took fome {weet peafe with me in a paper, 
and they were at that time quite frefh and green; but on opening the paper, after my 
arrival at Stockholm, on Auguft the 1ft, 1751, I found all the peafe hollow, and the 
head of an infect peeping out of each, Some of thefe infects even crept out, in order 
to try the weather of this new climate; but I made hafte to fhut the paper again, in 
order to prevent the fpreading of this noxious infe&t t. I own, that when I firft per- 


* As the fhells of oyfters are a marine animal prodution, and their cavities are full of particles of fea- 
water, the moifture of it flies off, leaving behind its falt ; when the fhells are burnt, and the lime is facked, 
the fal mixes with the lime: and though the mortar of fuch a lime grows ever fo dry, the particles of falt 
immediately attra& the moifture of the air, and caufe that dampnefs complained of here. F. 

+ Though Mr. Kalm has fo carefully avoided peopling Europe with this infeét, yet Dr. Linnzus affures 
uc, in his Syftema Natura, that the fouthern countries of Europe are already infefled with it ; Scopoli 
mentions it among his infeéta carniolica, p. 63. and Geoffroy, among his Parifian infeéts, vol. i. p- 267. 4. 
f. 9. has. given a fine figure of it. F. 
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ceived them, I was more frightened than I fhould have been at the fight of a viper. 
For 1 at once had a full view of the whole damage, which my dear country would have 
fuffered, if only two or three of thefe noxious infects had efcaped me. The pofterity of 
many families, and even the inhabitants of whole provinces, would have had fufficient 
reafon to deteft me, as the caufe of fo greata calamity. J afterwards fent fome of them, 
though well fecured, to Count Teffin, and to Dr. Linnzus, together with an account of 
their deftructive qualities. Dr. Linneeus has already inferted a defcription of them in an 
academical differtation, which has been drawn up under his prefidency, and treats of 
the damages made by infects*. He there mi this infeét the Bruchus of North 
America}. It was very peculiar that every pea in the paper was edten without exception, 

When the inhabitants of Penfylyania fow peafe procured from abroad, they are not 
commonly attacked by thefe infects for the firft year; but in the next they take poflef. 
fion of the pea. It is greatly to be wifhed that none of the fhips which annually depart 
from New York or Penfylvania, may bring them into the European countries. From 
hence the power of a fingle defpicable infect will plainly appear ; as alfo, that the ftudy 
of the ceconomy and of the qualities of infeéts is not to be looked upon as a mere 
paftime and ufelefs employment f. 

he rhus radicans is a fhrub or tree which grows abundantly in this country, 
and has in common with the ivy, called hedera arborea, the quality of not growing 
without the fupport either of a tree, a wall, or a hedge. I have feen it climbing to the 
very top of high trees in the woods, and its branches fhoot out every where little roots, 
which faften upon the tree, and as it were enter into it. When the ftem is cut, it 
emits a pale brown fap of a difagreeable fcent. This fap is fo fharp that the letters 
and charaéters made upon linen with it cannot be got out again, but grow blacker the 
more the cloth is wafhed. Boys commonly marked their names on their linen with 
this juice. If you write with it on paper the letters never go out, but grow blacker 
from time to time. , 

This fpecies of fumach has the fame noxious qualities as the poifonous fumach, or 
poifon-tree, which I have above defcribed, being poifonous to fome people, though not 
to every one. Therefore all that has been faid of the poifon-tree is likewife applicable 
to this ; excepting that the former has the ftronger poifon. However, I have feen 
people who have been as much fwelled from the noxious exhalations of the latter, as 
they could have been from thofe of the former. 1 likewife know, that of two fifters, 
the one could manage the tree without being affccted by its venom, though the other 
immediately felt it as foon as the exhalations of the tree came near her, or whenever 
fhe came a yard too near the tree, and even when fhe ftood in the way of the wind, 
which blew dire@ly from this fhrub. But upon me this fpecies of fumach has’ never 
exerted its power; though I made above a hundred experiments upon myfeif with the 
greateft ftems, and the juice once fquirted into my eye, without doing me any harm, 
On another perfon’s hand, which I had covered very thic!: with it, the ikin, a few hours 
after, became as hard as a piece of tanned leather, and peeled off in the following days, 
asif little {cales fell from it. 

* Diff, de Noxa InfeGorum, Amen. Acad. vol. 3-p-i47- 

+ In his Syttema Nature, he calis it bruchus pifi, or the peafe beetle; and fays, that the gracula 
quicula, or purple daw of Catchy, is the greateft deitroyer of them, and though this bird has been pro- 
feribed by the legiflature of Penfylvania, New Jerfey, and New England, as a maize-thief, they feel how. 
ever the imprudence of extirpating this bird: for a quantity of worms, which formerly were caten 


by thefe birds, deftroy their meadows at prefent. F. 
+ Ef the peafe were steeped, before they are fown, ina lye of lime water and fome diffolved arfenic, the 


pupa or aurelia of the infect would be killed, F. 
: oa. 
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O&. roth. In the morning I accompanied Mr. Cock to his country feat. 

Though the woods of Penfylvania afford many oaks, and more fpecies of them than 
are found further north, yet they do not build fo many fhips in this province as they do 
in the northern ones, and efpecially in New England. But experience has taught the 
people that the fame kind of trees is more durable the further it grows: té the north, 
and that this advantage decreafes the more it grows in warm climates. It is likewife 
plain that the trees in the fouth grow more every year, and form thicker ringlets, than 
thofe in the north. The former have likewife much greater tubes for the circulation 
of the fap than the latter. And for this reafon they do not build fo many fhips in 
Penfylvania, as they do in New England, though more than in Virginia and Maryland; 
but Carolina builds very few, and its merchants gct all their fhips from New England. 
Vhofe which are here made of the beft oak hardly are ferviceable above ten or at 
moft twelve years; for then they are fo rotten that nobody ventures to go to fea in them. 
Many captains of fhips come over from England to North America, in order to get 
fhips built. But moft of them choofe New England, that being the moft northerly 
province; and if they even come over in fhips which are bound for Philadelphia, they 
frequently, on their arrival, fet out from Penfylvania for New England. The Spaniards 
in the Welt Indies are faid to build their fhips of a peculiar fort of cedar, which holds 
out againft putrefaction and wet; but it is not to be met with on the continent in the 
Englith provinces. Here are above nine different forts of oak, but not one of them is 
comparable to the fingle fpecies we have in Sweden, with regard to its goodnefs. And 
therefore a fhip of European oak cofts a great deal more than one made of American 
oak. 

Many people who chiefly employed themfelves in gardening, had found, in a fuccef- 
fion of years, that the red beet, which grew out of the feed which was got from New 
York, became very fweet, and had a very fine tafte ; but that it every year loft part of 
its goodnefs, if it was cultivated from feeds which were got here. ‘Lhe people were 
therefore obliged to get as many feeds of red beet every year from New York, as were 
wanted in their gardens. It has likewife been generally obferved, that the plants which 
are produced from Englifh feeds are always much better and more agreeable than 
thofe which come from feeds of this country. 

In the garden of Mr. Cock was a radifh, which was in the loofe foil grown fo big as 
to be feven inches in diameter. Every body that faw it, owned it was uncommon to fee 
them of fuch a fize. 

‘That fpecies of convolvulus which is commonly called batatas, has here the name of 
Bermudian potatoes. The common people, and the gentry without diftinéion, 
planted them in their gardens. This is done in the fame manner as with the common 
potatoes. Some people made little hillocks, into which they put thefe potatoes; but 
others only planted them in flat beds. The foil mutt be a mixture of fand and earth, 
and neither too rich nor too poor. When they are going to plant them, they cut 
them as the common potatoes, taking care however that a bud or two be left on each 
piece which is intended to be planted. ‘Their colour is commonly red without and 
yellow within. They are bigger than the common fort, and have a fweet and very 
agreeable tafte which I cannot find in the other potatoes, in artichokes, or in any other. 
root ; and they almoft melt inthe mouth. It is not long fince they have been planted 
here. They are dreffed in the fame manner as common potatoes, and eaten either 
along with them, or by themfelves. They grow very faft and very well here ; but the 
greateft difficulty confifts in keeping them over winter, for they will bedr neither cold 
nor a great heat, nor wet. ‘They mu therefore be kept, during winter, in a box’ 
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with fand, in a warm room. In Penfylvania, where they have no valves in their 
chimnies, they are put in fuch a box with fand, at fome diftance from the fire, andthere 
they are fecured both againft froft and apainft over great heat, - It will not anfwer the 
purpofe to put them into dry fand in a cellar, as is commonly done with the common 
fort of potatoes ; for the moifture which is always in cellars, penetrates the fand, and 
makes them putrify. It would probably be very eafy to keep them in Sweden in warm 
rooms, during the cold feafon. But the difficulty lies wholly in bringing them over 
to Sweden. I carried a confiderable number of them with me on leaving America, 

. and took all poffible care in preferving them, but we had a very violent ftorm at fea, 
by which the thip was fo greatly damaged that the water got ‘in every where, and 
wetted our cloaths, beds, and other moveables fo much, that we could wring the 
water out of them. It is therefore no wonder that my Bermuda potatoes were rotten ; 
but as they are now cultivated in Portugal and Spain, nay even in England, it will 
be eafy to bring them into Sweden. ‘The drink which the Spaniards prepare from thefe 
potatoes, in their American poffeffions, is not ufual in Penfylvania. * 

Mr. Cock had a paper-mill, on a little brook, and all the coarfer forts of paper 
are manufactured in it. It is now annually rented for fifty pounds Penfylvania 
currency. 

O&. 11th. I have already mentioned that every countryman has a greater or. 
leffer number of apple-trees planted round his farm-houfe, from whence he gets great 
quantities of fruit, part of which he fells, part he makes cyder of, and part he ufes in 
his own family for pies, tarts, and the like: However, -he cannot expeét an equal 
quantity of fruit every year; and I was told, that this year had not by far afforded 
fuch a great quantity of apples as the preceding ; the caufe of which they told me, was 
the continual and great drought in the month of May, which had hurt all the bloffoms 
of the apple trees, and made them wither. The heat had been fo great as to dry up 
all the plants, and the grafs in the fields. 

The polytrichum commune, a fpecies of mofs, grew plentifully on wet and low 
meadows between the woods, and in feveral places quite covered them, as our moffes 
cover the meadows in Sweden. It was likewife very plentiful on hills. 

Agriculture was in avery bad ftate hereabouts. When a perfon had bought a piece 
of land, which perhaps had never been ploughed fince the creation, he cut down part 
of the wood, tore up the roots, ploughed the ground, fowed corn on it, and the firft 
time got a plentiful crop. But the fame land being tilled for feveral years fucceflively 
without being manured, it at laft muft of courfe lofe its fertility. Its pofleffor there- 

_ fore leaves it fallow, and proceeds to another part of this ground, which he treats in the 
fame manner. ‘Thushe goes on till he has changed a great part of bis poffeffions into 
corn-fields, and by that means deprives the ground ofits fertility. He then returns to 
the firft field, which now is pretty well recovered ; this he again tills as long as it will 
afford him a good crop, but when its fertility is exhaufted, he leaves it fallow again, and 
proceeds to the reft as before, 

It being cuftomary here to let the cattle go about the fields and in the woods both day 
and night, the people cannot colleét much dung for manure, but by leaving the land 
fallow for feveral years together, a great quantity of weeds {pring up im it, .and get fuch 
ftrength, that it requires a confiderable time to extirpate them. From hence it likewife 
comes, that the corn is always fo much mixed with weeds. The great richnefs of the 


%, 
* Mr. Miller deferibes this liquor in his Gardener’s DiQionary, under the article of Convolvulus, {pecies 
the 17th and 8th. , 
foil, 
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foil, which the firft European: colonifts found here, and which had never been ploughed _ 
before, has given rife to this neglect of agriculture, which is {till obferved by many of 
the inhabitants. But they do not confider, that when the earth is quite exhaufted, a 
great {pace of time, and an infinite deal of labour is neceflary to bring it again into 

. good order ; efpecially in thefe countries which are almoft every fummer fo fcorched 
up by the exceffive heat and drought. The foil of the corn fields confifted of a thin 
mould, greatly mixed with a brick-coloured clay, and a quantity of {mall particles of 
glimmer. This latter came from the ftones which are here almoft every where to be 
met with at the depth ofa foot or thereabouts. Thefe little pieces of glimmer made the 
ground fparkle when the fun fhone upon it. 

‘Almoft all the houfes hereabouts were built either of {tone or bricks: but thofe of 
ftone were more numerous, Germantown, which is about two Englifh miles long, had 
no other houfes, and the country houfes thereabouts were all built of ftone, But there 
are feveral varieties of that ftone which is commonly made ufe of in building. Some+ 
times it confifted of a black or grey glimmer, running in undulated veins, the fpaces. 
between their bendings being filled up with a grey, loofe, fmall-grained  limeftone, 
which was eafily friable. Some tranfparent particles of quartz were {catered in the 
mafs, of which the glimmer made the greateft part. It was very eafy to be cut, and 
with proper tools could readily be fhaped into any form. Sometimes however the 
pieces confifted of a black, fmall-grained glimmer, a white {mall-grained fanditone, . 
and fome particles of quartz, and the feveral conftituent parts were well mixed: 
together ; and fometimes the ftone had broad ftripes of the white limeftone without 
any addition of glimmer, but moft commonly they were much blended together, and. 
of a grey colour. Sometimes this ftone was found to confift of quite fine and black 
pieces of glimmer, and a grey, loofe, and very {mall-grained limeftone.. This was 
likewife very eafy to be cut, being loofe. 

Thefe varieties of the {tone are commonly. found clofe together. They were every 
where to be met with, at a little depth, but not in equal quantity and goodnefs; and 
not always eafy to be broken. When therefore a. perfon intended to build: a:houfe, 
he enquired where the beft ftone could be met with. It is to be found on corn fields 
and meadows, at a depth which varies from two to fix feet. The pieces were different 
as to fize. Some were eight or ten feet long, two broad, and one thick.. Sometimes 
they were ftill bigger, but frequently much lefs. Hereabouts they lay in ftrata one 
above another, the thicknefs of each itratum being about one foot. ‘The length and 
breadth were different, but commonly. fuch as I have before mentioned.. They muft 
commonly dig three or four feet before they reach the firft ftratum. The loofe ground. 
above that f{tratum is full of little pieces of this ftone. This ground is the common. 

_ brick-coloured foil, which is univerfal here, and confifts of fand and clay, though the 
former is more plentiful. The loofe pieces of glimmer which fhine fo much in it, feem . 
to have been broken off from the great {trata of ftone. : . 

Jr mutt be obferved that when the people build with this ftone, they take care to turn. 
the flat fide of it outwards. But as that cannot always be done, the ftone. being. 
frequently rough on all fides, itis eafily cat-fmooth with tools, fince it is foft, and not 
very difficult to be broken. ‘The ftones however are unequal in thicknefs, and therefore - 
by putting them together they cannot be kept in fuch ftraight lines as bricks. It fome- 
times likewife happens that pieces break off when they are cut, and leave holes on. the 
outfide of the wall. But in order to fill up thefe holes, the little pieces of ftone which . 
cannot be made ufe of are pounded, mixed with mortar, and put into the holes; the 
places thus filled up. are afterwards fmoothed, and when they are dry, they are 
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hardly diftinguifhable from the reft, at fome diftance. At laft they draw, on the out- 

fide of the wall, ftrokes of mortar, which crofs each other perpendicularly, fo that it. 
looks asif the wall confifted wholly of equal fquare ftones, and as if the white ftrokes 

were the places where they were joined with mortar. The infide of the wall is made 

fmooth, covered with mortar, and white-wafhed. It has not been obferved that this 

kind of ftone attracts the moifture in a rainy or wet feafon. In Philadelphia-and its 

environs, you find feveral houfes built of this kind of ftone. i 

‘The houfes here are commonly built in the Englifh manner. 

One of Mr. Cock’s negroes fhewed me the fkin of a badger (urfus meles) which he 
had killed a few days ago, and which convinced me that the American badger is the 
fame with the Swedifh one: it was here called ground-hog. 

Towards night I returned to Philadelphia. 

O&. rath. In the morning we went to the river Skulkill, partly to gather feeds, 
partly to collec plants for the herbal, and to make all forts of obfervations. The 
Skulkill isa narrow river, which falls into the Delaware, about four miles from Phila- 
delphia to the fouth ; but narrow as it is, it rifes on the weft fide of thofe high moun. 
tains commonly called the Blue Mountains, and runs two hundred Englifh miles, and 
perhaps more. Itisa great difadvantage to this cotintry, that there are feveral cataracts 
in this river as low as Philadelphia, for which reafon there can be no navigation on it. 
‘To-day I made fome defcriptions and remarks on fuch plants as the cattle liked, or 
fuch as they never touched. 

I obferved feveral little fubterraneous walks in the fields, running under ground in 
various diredtions, the opening of which was big enough for a mole: the earth, which 
formed as it were a vault above it, and lay elevated like a little bank, was near two 
inches high, full as broad as a man’s hand, and about two inches thick, In unculti- 
vated fields I frequently faw thefe fubterraneous walks, which difcovered themfelves by 
the ground thrown up above them, which when trod upon gave way, and made it in. 
convenient to walk in the field. 

Thefe walks are inhabited by a kind of mole *, which I intend to defcribe more ac- 
curately in another work, Their food is commonly roots: I have obferved the fol- 
lowing qualities in one which was caught. It had greater ftiffnels and ftrength in its 
legs than I ever obferved in other animals, in proportion to their fize. Whenever it 
intended to dig, it held its legs obliquely like oars. I laid my handkerchief before it, 
and it began to ftir in it with the fhout, and taking away the handkerchief to fee what 
it had done to it, I found that in the fpace of a minute it had made it full of holes, and 

it looked as if it had been pierced very much by an awl. I was obliged to put fome 
books on the cover of the box in which I kept this animsl, or elfe it was flung off im- 
mediately. It was very irafcible, and would bite great holes into any thing that was 
put in its way ; I held a ftecl pen-cafe to it, it at firft bit at it with great violence, but 
having felt its hardnefs, it would not venture again to bite at any thing. Thefe moles 
do not make fuch hills as the European ones, but only fuch walks as I have already 
defcribed. 

O&. 13th. There isa plant here, from the berries of which they make a kind of 
wax or tallow, and for that reafon the Swedes call it the tallow-fhrub. ‘The Englith 
call the fame tree the candleberry-tree, or bayberry-bufh ; and Dr. Linnaeus gives it 
the name of myrica cerifera; it grows abundantly on a wet foil, and feems to thrive 


* This animal is probably the forex criftatus of Dr. Linnzus, who fays it is like the mole, and lives in 
Penfylvania. 


particularly 
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particularly well in the neighbourhood of the fea, nor have I ever found it high up in 
the country far from the fea. The berries grow abundantly on the female fhrub, and 
look as if flour had been ftrewed upon them. ‘hey are gathered late in autumn, 
being ripe about that time, and are then thrown into a kettle or pot full of boiling 
“water; by this means their fat melts out, floats at the top of the water, and may be 
fkirmed off into a veffel; with the fkimming, they go on till there is no tallow left. 
The tallow, as foon as it is congealed, looks like common tallow or wax, but has a 
dirty green colour ; itis for that reafon melted over again and refined ; by which 
means it acquires a fine and tranfparent green colour ; this tallow is dearer than com- 
mon tallow, but cheaper than wax. In Philadelphia they pay a fhilling Penfylvania 
currency, for a pound of this tallow; but a pound of common tallow only came to half 
that money, and wax cofts as much again. From this tallow they make candles in 
many parts of this province, but they ufually mix fome common tallow with it. 
Candles of this kind do not eafily bend, nor melt in fummer as common candles do ; 
they burn better and flower, nor do they caufe any fmoke, but rather yield an agreeable 
fmell, when they are extinguifhed. An old Swede, of ninety-one years of age, told 
me, that this fort of candles had fognerly been much in ufe with his countryman. At 
prefent they do not make fo many candles of this kind, if they can get the tallow of 
animals ; it being too troublefome to gather the berries. However, thefe candles are 
made ule of by poor people, who live in the neighbourhood of a place where the bufhes 
grow, and have not cattle‘enough to kill, in order to fupply them with a fufficient 
quantity of tallow. From the wax of the candleberry-tree they likewile make a foap 
here, which has an agreeable {cent, and is the beft for fhaving. This wax is likewife: 
ufed by doctors and furgeons,who reckon it exceedingly good for plafters upon wounds. 
‘A merchant of this town once fent a quantity of thefe candles to thofe American pro- 
vinces which had Roman Catholic inhabitants, thinking he would be well paid, fince: 
wax candles are made ufe of in the Roman Catholic churches ;.but the clergy would 
not take them. An old Swede mentioned that the root of the candleberry-tree was 
formerly made ufe of by the Indians, as a remedy again{t the tooth-ach, and that he 
himfelf having had the tooth-ach very violently, had cut the root in pieces and. applied 
it round his tooth ; and that the pain had been leflened by it. Another Swede aflured 
me, that he had been cured of the tooth-ach, by applying the peel of the root to it. 
In Carolina they not only make candles out of the wax of the berries, but likewife 
fealing-wax. 

O&. 14th. Penny-royal is a plant which has a peculiar flrong {cent, and grows 
abundantly on dry places in the country ; botanilts call it cunila pulegioides. It is 
reckoned very wholefome to drink as a tea, when a perfon has got cold, as it promotes 
perfpiration. "I was likewife told, that_on feeling a pain in any limb, this plant, if ap-. 
plied to it, would give immediate relief. ; 

The goods which are fhipped to London from New England are the following: all 
forts of fith caught near Newfoundland and elfewhere ; train-oil of feveral forts 5 
whalebone, tar, pitch, malts, new thips, of which a great number is annually built, a 
few hides, and fometimes fome forts of wood. ‘The Englifh iflands in America, as Ja- 
maica and Barbadoes, get from New England, fifh, flefly, butter, cheefe, tallow, horfes, 
cattle; all forts of lumber, fuch as pails, buckets, and hogfheads; and have returns 
made in rum, fugar, molaffes, and other produces of the country, or in cafh, the greatett 
part of all which they fend to London (the money efpecially) in payment of the goods 
received from thence ; and yet/all this is infufficient to pay off the debt. 

7 Ode. 
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O&. 15th. The alders grew here in confiderable abundance on wet and low places, 
‘and even fometimes on pretty high ones, but never reached the height of the 
European alders, and commonly ftood like a buth, about a fathom ortwo high. Mr. 
Bartram and other gentlemen who had frequently travelled in thefe provinces, told 
me, that the more you go to the fouth, the lefs are the alders ; but that they are higher 
and taller, the more you advance to the north. I found afterwards myfelf, that the 
-alders, in fome places of Canada, are little inferior to the Swedith ones. Their bark is 
employed here in dying red and brown. A Swedifh inhabitant of America told me, 
that he had cut his leg to the very bone, and that fome coagulated blood had al- 
ready been fettled within ; that he had been advifed to boil the alder bark, and to wafh 
the wound often with the water: that he followed this advice, and foon got his leg 
healed, though it had been very dangerous at firft. 

The phytolacca decandra was called poke by the Englifh, The Swedes had no par- 
ticular name for it, but made ufe of the Englith, with fome little variation into paok. 
When the juice of its berries is put upon paper or the like, it ftrikes it with a high 
purple colour, which is a fine as any in the world: and it is pity that no method is as 
yet found out of making this colour laft on woolen and linen cloth, for it fades very 
foon. Mr. Bartram mentioned, that having hit his foot again{t a ftone, he had got a 
violent pain in it; he then bethought himfelf to put a leaf of the phytolacca on his fodt,: 
by which he loft the pain in a fhort time. The berries are eaten by the birds about 
this time. The Englifh and feveral Swedes make ufe of the leaves in {pring, when 
they are juft come out, and are yet tender and foft, and eat them partly as green cale, 
and partly in the manner we eat fpinnage. Sometimes they likewife prepare them in 
the firft of thefe ways, when the ftalks are already grown a little longer, breaking off 
none but the upper fprouts, which are yet tender, and not woody ; but in this latcer 
cafe, great care is to be taken, for if you eat the plant when it is already grown up, and 
its leaves are no longer foft, you may expeét death as a confequence, which feldom 
fails to follow ; for the plant has then got a power of purging the body to excefs. I 
have known people, who, by eating great full-grown leaves of this plant, have got fuch 
a ftrong dyfentery, that they were near dying with it; its berries however are eaten it 
autumn by children, without any ill confequence. 

- Woollen and linen cloth is died yellow with the bark of hiccory. This likewife is 
done with the bark of the black oak, or Linnzeus’s quercus nigra, and that variety of it 
which Catefby in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. i. tab. 19, calls quercus mari- 
jandica. ‘The flowers and leaves of the impatiens noli tangere, or balfamine, likewife 
‘dyed all woollen ftuffs with a fine yellow colour. 

The collinfonia canadenfis was frequently found in little woods and bufhes, in a good 
rich foil. Mr. Bartram, who knew the country perfectly well, was fure that Penfyl- 
vania, and all the parts of America in the fame climate, were the true and original places 
where this plant grows ; for further to the fouth, neither he nor Meffrs. Clayton and 
Mitchel ever found it, though the latter gentlemen have made accurate obfervations in 
Virginia and part of Maryland; and from his own experience he knew that it did not 
grow in the northerly parts. I have never found it more than fifteen minutes north of 
forty-three degrees. The time of the year when it comes up in Penfylvania is fo late, 
that its feed has but juft time fufficient to ripen in, and it therefore feems unlikely that 
it can fucceed farther north. Mr. Bartram was the firft who difcovered it, and fent it 

ver into Europe. Mr. Juffieu, during his flay at London, and Dr. Linnzeus after. 
-wards, called collinfonia, from the celebrated Mr. Peter Collinfon, a merchant in 

London, 
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London, and fellow of the Englith and Swedifh Royal Societies. He well deferved 
the honcur of having a plant called after his name, for there are few people that have 
promoted natural hiftory and all ufeful f{ciences with a zeal like his ; or that have done 
as much as he towards collecting, cultivating, and making known all forts of plants. 
The collinfonia has a peculiar fcent, which is agreeable, but very ftrong. It always gave 
me a pretty violent head-ach whenever I paffed by a place where it ftood in plenty, and 
efpecially” when it was'in flower. Mr. Bartram was acquainted with a better quality 
of this plant, which was that of being an excellent remedy againft all forts of pain in 
the limbs, and againft a cold, when the parts affected are rubbed with it ; and Mr. Con- 
rad Weifler, interpreter of the language of the Indians in Penfylvania, had told him of 
a more wonderful cure with this plant. He was once among a company of Indians, 
one of which had been ftung by a rattle-fnake ; the favages gave him over; but he 
boiled the collinfonia, and made the poor wretch drink the water, from which he hap- 
pily recovered. Somewhat more to the north, and in New York, they call this plant 
horfe-weed, becaufe the horfes eat it in {pring, before any other plant comes up. 

O&. 16th. LTafked Mr, Franklin, and other gentlemen who were well acquainted 
with this country, whether they had met with any figns, from whence they could have 
concluded, that any place which was now a part of the continent, had formerly been 
covered with water? and 1 got the following account in anfwer : 

Firit, on travelling from hence to the fouth you meet with a place where the high 
road is very low in the ground between two mountains. On both fides you fee nothing 
but oyfter-fhells and mufcle-fhells in irftmenfe quantities above each other; however 
the place is many miles off the fea. 

Second, whenever they dig wells, or build houfes in town, they find the earth lying 
in feveral {trata above each other. At a depth of fourteen feet or more, they find 
globular ftones, which are as fmooth on the outfide as thofe which lie on the fea-fhore, 
and are made round and fmooth by the rolling of the waves; and after having dug 
through the fand, and reached a depth of eighteen feet or more, they difcover in fome 
places a flime like that which the fea throws up on the fhore, and which commonly 
lies at its bottom and in rivers: this flime is quite full of trees, leaves, branches, reed, 
charcoal, &c. 

- Third, it has fometimes happened that new houfes have funk on one fide in a fhort 
time, and have obliged the people to pull them down again. On digging deeper, for 
a very hard ground to build upon, they have found a quantity of the above flime, 
wood, roots, &c. 

Are not thefe reafons fufficient to make one fuppofe that thofe places in Philadelphia, 
which are at prefent fourteen feet and more under ground, formerly were the bottom of 
the fea, and that, by feveral accidents, fand, earth, and other things, were carried upon 
it? or, that the Delaware formerly was broader than it is at prefent? or, that it has 
changed its courfe? ‘his laft ftill often happens at prefent; the river breaking off the 
bank on one fide, and forming one on the other. Both the Swedes and Englith often 
thewed me fuch places. 

Oct. 18th. At prefent I did not find above ten different kinds of plants in bloffom : 
they were, a gentiana, two fpecies of after, the common golden rod, or folidago virga 
aurea, a fpecies of hieracium, the yellow wood-forrel, or oxalis-corniculata, the fox- 
gloves, or digitalis purpurea, the hamamelis virginiana, or witch hazel, our common 
millefoil, or achillcea millefolium, and our dandelion, or leontodon taraxacum. Ae 
other plants had for this year laid afide their gay colours. Several trees, efpecially 
thofe which were to flower early in fpring, had already formed fuch large buds, that on 
"FOL, XI 3h ‘ opening 
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opening theni all the parts of frutification, fuch as calyx, corolla, ftamina, and 
piftillum, were plainly diftinguifhable. It was therefore eafy to determine te genus 
to which fuch trees belonged. Such were the red maple, or acer rubrum, and the 
laurus zeftivalis, a {pecies of bay. ‘Thus nature prepared to bring forth flowers, with 
the firft mild weather in the next year. The buds were at prefent quite hard, and all 
their parts prefled clofe together, that the cold might by all means be excluded. 

The black walnut-trees had for the greateft part dropt their leaves, and‘ many of 
them were entirely without them. The walnuts themfelves were already fallen off. 
The green peel which enclofed them, if frequently handled, would yield a black 
colour, which could not be got off the fingers in two or three weeks time, though the 
hands were wathed ever fo much. 

The cornus florida was called dog-wood by the Englifh, and grew abundantly in the 
woods. It looks beautiful when it is adorned with its numerous great white flowers in 
fpring. The wood is very hard, and is therefore made ufe of for weavers [pools, 

» joiners planes, wedges, &c. When the cattle fall down in fpring for want of {trength, 
the people tie a branch of this tree on their neck, thinking it will help them. 

O&. 19th. The tulip-tree grows every where in the woods of this country. The 
botanifts call it liriodendron tulipifera, becaufe its flowers, both in refpect to their fize, 
and in refpeét to tReir exterior form, and even in fome meafure with regard to their 
colour, refemble tulips. The Swedes call it canoe-tree, for both the Indians and the 
Europeans often make their canoes of the ftem of this tree. The Englifhmen in Pen- 
fylvania give it the name of poplar. It is reckohed a tree which grows to the greateft 
height and thicknefs of any in North America, and which vies in that point with our 
greateft European trees, The white oak and the fir in North America, however, 
are little inferior to it. It cannot therefore but be very agreeable to fee in fpring, at 
the end of May (when it is in bloffom), one of the greateft trees covered for a fortnight 
together with flowers, which, with regard to their fhape, fize, and partly colour, 
are like tulips; the leaves have likewife fomething peculiar ; the Englith, therefore, 
in fome places, call the tree the old woman’s fmock, becaufe their imagination finds 
fomething like it below the leaves. 

Its wood is here made ufe of for canoes, boards, planks, bowls, difhes, fpoons, 
door-pofts, and all forts of joiners work. I have feen a barn of a confiderable fize, 
whofe walls and roof were made of a fingle tree of this kind, {plit into boards. 
Some joiners reckoned this wood better than oak, becaufe this latter frequently is 
warped, which the other never does, but works very eafy ; others again valued it 
very little, It is certain, that it contracts fo much in hot weather, as to occafion 
great cracks in the boards, and in wet weather it {wells fo as to be near burfting, 
and the people hardly know of a wood in thefe parts which varies fo much in con- 
tracting and expanding itfelf. The joiners, however, make much ufe of it in their 
work ; they fay there are two fpecies of it ; but they are merely two varieties, one 
of which, in time, turns yellow within; the other is white; the former is faid to 
have a loofer texture. The bark (like Ruffian glafs) is divifible into very thin 
leaves, which are very tough like batt, though I have never feen it employed as fuch. 
The leaves, when crufhed and applied to the forehead, are faid to be a remedy 
againft the head-ach. When horfes are plagued with worms, the bark is pounded, 
and given them quite dry. Many people believe its roots to_be as efficacious againft 

“the fever as the Jefuits bark. The trees grow in all forts of dry foil, both on high 
and low grounds, but too wet a foil will not agree with them. 
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O&. 20th. The beaver-tree is to be met with in feveral parts of Penfylvania and 
New Jerfey, in a poor fwampy foil, or on wet meadows. Dr. Linnzeus calls it mag- 
nolia glauca; both the Swedes and Englifh call it beaver-tree, becaufe the root of 
this tree is the dainty of beavers,.which are caught by its means; however, the . 
Swedes fometimes gave it a different name, and the Englifh as improperly called it 
fwamp faffafras, and white laurel. The trees of this kind dropt their leaves early 
in autumn, though fome of the young trees kept them all the winter. I have feldom 
found the beaver-tree to the north of Penfylvania, where it begins to flower about 
the end of May. The {cent of its bloffoms is excellent ; for by it you can difcover, 
within three quarters of an Englifh mile, whether thefe little trees ftand in the neigh- 
bourhood, provided the wind be not againft it, For the whole air is filled with this 
fweet and pleafant fcent. It is beyond defcription agreeable to travel in the woods 
about that time, efpecially towards night. They retain their flowers for three weeks, 
and even longer, according to the quality of the foil on which the trees ftand; and, 
during the whole time of their being in bloffom, they fpread their odoriferous ex- 
halations. The berries likewife look very fine when they are ripe, for they havea 
rich red colour, and hang in bunches on flender ftalks. The cough, and other 
peétoral difeafes, are cured by putting the berries into rum or brandy, of which a 
draught every morning may be taken ; the virtues of this remedy were univerfally 
extolled, and even praifed for their falutary effects in confumptions. ‘The bark being 
put into brandy, or boiled in any other liquor, is faid not only to eafe pectoral difeafes, 
but likewife to be of fome fervice againft all internal pains and heat; and it was 
thought that a decoétion of it could itop the dyfentery. Perfons who had caught 
cold, boiled the branches of the beaver-tree in water, and drank it to their great relief. 
A Swede, called Lars Lack, gave the following account of a cure effected by this 
tree: one of his relations, an old man, had an open fore in his leg, which would 
not heal up again, though he had had much ‘advice, and ufed many remedies. An 
Indian at lait effected the cure in the following manner: he burnt fome of this wood to 
charcoal, which he reduced to powder, mixed with the freth fat of pork, and rubbed 
the open places feveral times. ‘his dried up the holes, which before were continually 
open, and the legs of the old man were quite found to his death. The wood is likewife 
made ufe of for joiners planes. 

O@. 22d. Upon trial it has been found that the following animals and birds, which 
are wild in the woods of North America, can be made nearly as tractable as domeltic 
animals. 

The wild cows and oxen, of which feveral people of diftinGtion have got young 
calves from thefe wild cows, which are to be met with in Carolina, and other pro- 
vinces to the fouth of Penfylvania, and brought them up among the tame cattle; 
when grown up, they were perfeétly tame, but, at the fame time, very unruly, fo 
that there was no enclofure {trong enough to refit them, if they hada mind to break 
through it; for as they poffefs a great ftrength in their neck, it was eafy for them to 
overthrow the pales with their horns, and to get into the corn-fields; and as foon as 
they had made a road, all the tame cattle followed them ; they likewife copulated 
with the latter, and by that means generated as it were a new breed. This American 
fpecies of oxen is Linnzus’s bos bifon, @. 

‘American deer cin likewife be tamed; and I have feen them tame myfelf in different 
places. A farmer in New Jerfey had one in his poffeflion, which he had caught when 
it was very young; and at prefent.it was fo tame, that in the day-time it run into the 


wood for its food, and towards night it returned home, and frequently brought a 
21 9 wild 
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wild deer owt of the wood, giving its mafter an opportunity to fhoot it. Several 
people have therefore tamed young deer, and- make ufe of them for hunting wild 
deer, or for decoying them home, efpecially in the time of their rutting. 

Beavers have been fo tamed, that they have gone on fifhing, and brought home what 
they had caught to their mafters. ‘This often is the cafe with otters, of which I have 
feen fome, which were as tame as dogs, and followed their mafters wherever they 
went ; if he went out in a boat, the otter went with him, jumped into the water, and 
after a while came up witha fifth, ‘The opoffum can likewife be tamed, fo as to fol- 
low people like a dog. : 

The raccoon, which we (Swedes) call fiupp, can in time be made fo tame as to run 
about the ftreets like a domeftic animal ; but it is impoffible to make it leave off its 
habit of ftealing. In the dark it creeps to the poultry, and kills in one night a whole 
ftock. Sugar and other fweet things muft be carefully hidden from it; for if the 
chefts and boxes are not always locked up, it gets into them, eats rhe fugar, and licks 
up the treacle with its paws: the ladies therefore have every day fome coraplaint 
againft it, and for this reafon many people rather forbear the diverfion which this ape- 
like animal affords. 

The grey and flying fquirrels are fo tamed by the boys, that they fit on their 
fhoulders, and follow them every where. 

‘The turkey cocks and hens run about in the woods of this country, and differ in 
nothing from our tame ones, except in their iuperior fize, and redder though more 
palatable flefh. When their eggs are found in the wood, and put under tame turkey 
hens, the young ones become tame; however, when they grow up, it fometimes 
happens that they fly away; their wings are therefore commonly clipped, efpecially 
when young ; but the tamed turkeys are commonly much more irafcible than thofe 
which are naturally tame. The Indians likewife employ themfelves in taming them 
and keeping them near their huts.” 

Wild geefe have likewife been tamed in the following manner : when the wild geefe 
firft come hither in fpring, and ftop a little while (for they do not breed in Penfyl- 
vania) the people try to fhoot them in the wing, which, however, is generally mere 
chance. ‘They then row to the place where the wild-goofe fell, catch it, and keep 
it for fome time at home; by this means many of them have been made fo tame, that 
when they were let cut in the morning they returned in the evening; but, to be 
more fure of them, their wings are commonly clipped. I have feen wild-geefe of 
this kind, which the owner affured me that he had kept for more than twelve. years 3 
but though he kept eight of them, yet he never had the pleafure to fee them copulate 
with the tame ones, or lay eggs. . 

Partridges, which are here in abundance, may likewife be fo far tamed, as to run 
about all day with the poultry, and to come along with them to be fed when they are 
called. In the fame manner I have feen wild pigeons, which were made fo tame as 
to fly out and return again. In fome winters there are immenfe quantities of wild 
pigeons in Penfylvania. ; 

O@. 24th. Of all the rare birds of North America, the humming-bird is the moft 
admirable, or at leaft moft worthy of peculiar attention. Several reafons induce me 
to believe that few parts of the world can produce its equal. Dr. Linnzus calls it 
trochilus colubris. The Swedes, and fome Englifhmen, call it the king’s bird; but 
the name of haumming-bird is more common. Catefby, in his Natural Hiftory of 
Carolina, vol.i. page 65. tab. 65. has drawn it, in its natural fize, with its proper 
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colours, and added a:defcription of it*: In_fize it is not much bigger. than a large 
humble-bee, and is therefore the leaft of all birdst, or it is much if there is a lefler 
{pecies in the world. Its plumage is moft beautifully coloured, moft of its feathers 
being green, fome grey, and others forming a fhining red ring round its neck; the 
tail glows with fine feathers, changing from green into a brafs colour. ‘Thefe birds 
come here in fpring, about the time when it begins to grow very warm, and make 
their nefts in fammer; but, towards autumn, they retreat again into the more 
fouthern countries of America. ‘They fubfift barely upon the nectar, or fweet juice 
of flowers, contained in that part which botanifts call the neCtarium, and which they 
fuck up with their long bills. Of all the flowers, they like thofe moft, which have a 
long tube; and I have obferved that they have fluttered chiefly about the impatiens 
noli tangere, and the monarda with crimfon flowers. An inhabitant of the country is 
fure to have a number of thefe beautiful and agreeable little birds before his windows 
all the fummer long, if he takes care to plant a bed with all forts of fine flowers under 
them. It is indeed a diverting fpeétacle to fee thefe little agtive creatures flying about 
the flowers like bees, and fucking their juices with their‘long and narrow bills. ‘The 
flowers of the above-mentioned monarda grow verticillated, that is, at different 
diftances they furround the ftalk, as the flowers of our mint (mentha), baftard hemp 
(galeopfis), mother-wort (leonurus), and dead nettle (lamium). It is therefore diverting 
to fee them putting their bills into every flower in the circle. As foon as they have 
fucked the juice of one flower, they flutter to the next. One that has not feen them 
would hardly believe in how fhort a {pace of time they have had their tongues in all the 
flowers of a plant, which when large, and with a long tube, the little bird, by putting 
its head into them, looks as if it crept with half its body into them. 

During their fucking the juice out of the flowers they never fettle onit, but flutter 
continually like bees, bend their feet backwards, and move their wings fo quick that 
they are hardly vifible. During this fluttering they make a humming like bees, or 
like that which is occafioned by the turning of a little wheel. After they have thus, 
without refting, fluttered for a while, they fly to a neighbouring tree or poft, and re- 
fume their vigour again. ‘They then return to their humming and fucking. They are 
not very fhy; and I, in company with feveral other people, have not been full two 
yards from the place where they fluttered about and fucked the flowers; and thougl: 
we {poke and moved, yet they were no ways difturbed ; but, on going towards them, 
they would fly off with the fwiftnels of an arrow. When feveral of them were on the 
fame bed there was alwaysa violent combat between them, in meeting each other at 
the fame flower (for envy was likewife predominant amongft thefe little creatures), and 
they attacked with fuch impetuofity that it would feem as if the ftrongeft would pierce’ 
its antagonift through and through with its long bill. During the fight, they feem to 
ftand in the air, keeping themfelves up by the incredibly fwift motion of their wings. 
‘When the windows towards the garden are open, they purfue each other into the 
rooms, fight a little, and flutter away again. Sometimes they come to a flower 
which is withering, and has no more juice in it; they then, ina fit of anger, pluck 
it off, and throw 1 on the ground, that it may not miflead them for the future. 
If a garden contains a great number of thefe little birds, they are feen to pluck 


* The fame is to be met with in Edwards’s Natural Hiftory of Birds, p.38.tab. 38. Fy. 

+ There isa much leffer fpecice of humming-bird, by Linnaeus called trochilus minimus, being the 
leatt bird known ; Sir Hans Sloane’s living one weighed only twenty grains, and Mr. Edwards’s dry one 
forty-five. It isdrawn in Edwards’s birds, t.150, inits natural fize, together with itsegg, F. 
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off the flowers in fuch quantities that the ground is quite covered with them, and 
it feems as, if this proceeded from a motion -of envy. 

Commonly you hear'no other found than their humming; but when they fly againit 
each other in the air, they make a chirping noife like a {parrow or chicken. - | have 
fometimes walked with feveral other people in {mall gardens, and thefe birds have on all 
fides fluttered about us without appearing very fhy. They are fo fmall that one 
would eafily miftake them for great humming-bees or butterflies, and their flight re- 
fembles that of the former, and is incredibly fwift. They have never been obferved to 
‘feed on infeéts or fruit; the neétar of flowers feems therefore to be their only food. 
Several people have caught fome humming-birds, on account of their fingular beauty, 
and have put them into cages, where they died for want of a proper food. However, 
Mr. Bartram has kept a couple of them for feveral weeks together, by feeding them 
with water in which fugar had bcen diffolved; and I am of opinion, that it would not 
be difficult to keep them all winter in a hot-houfe. 

The humming-bird always builds its neft in the middle ofa branch of a tree, and it is 
fo fmall that it cannot be feen from the ground, but he who intends to fee it mutt get 
up tothe branch. For this reafon it is looked upon as a great rarity if a neft is acci- 
dentally found, efpecially as the trees in fummer have fo thick a foliage. The nett is like. 
wife the leaft of all; that which is in my poffeffion is quite round, and confifts in the 
infide of a brownifh and quite foft down, which feems to have been collected from the 
leaves of the great mullein or verbafcum thapfus, which are often found covered with 
a foft wool of this colour, and the plant is plentiful here. ‘The outfide of the net has a 
-coating of green mofs, fuch as is common on old pales, or enclofures, and on trees ; the 
inner diameter of the neft is hardly a geometrical inch at the top, and its depth half an 
inch. It is however known, that the humming-birds make their nefts likewife of flax, 
hemp, mofs, hair, and other fuch foft materials ; they are faid to lay two eggs, each of 
the fize of a pea. 

O&, 25th. I employed this day and the next in packing up all the feeds gathered 
this autumn, for I had an opportunity of fending them to England by the fhips which 
failed about this time. From England they were forwarded to Sweden. 

O&. 27th. In the morning I fet out oma little journey to New York, in company 
with Mr. Cock, with a view to fee the country, and to enquire into the fafelt road, 
which I could take in going to Canada, through the defart or uninhabited country be- 
tween it and the Englifh provinces. 

That part where we travelled at prefent was pretty well inhabited on both fides of 
the road, by Englifhmen, Germans, and other Europeans. Plains and hills of different 
dimenfions were feen alternately : mountains and ftones I never faw, excepting a few 
pebbles. Near almoft every farm was a great orchard with peach and apple-trees, 
fome of which were yet loaded with fruit. : 

The enclofures were in fome parts low enough for the cattle to leap over them with 
eafe; to prevent this the hogs had a triangular wooden yoke ; and to the horfe’s neck 
was faftened a piece of wood, which at the lower end had a tooth er hook, faftening in 
the enclofure, and {topping the horfe, juft when it lifted its fore feet to leap over ; but I 
know not whether this be a good invention with regard to horfes. They were likewife 
kept in bounds by a piece of wood, one end of which was faftened to one of the fore 
feet, and the other to one of the hind feet, and it forced them to walk pretty flowly, as 
at the fame time it made it impoflible for them to leap over the enclofures. To me it 
appeared that the horfes were fubjeét to all forts of dangerous accidents from this piece 
of wood. 


Near 
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Near New Frankfurt we rode over a little {tone bridge, and fomewhat further, eight 
or nine Englifh miles from Philadelphia, we paffed over another, which was likewife of 
ftene. There are not yet any mileftones put up in the country, and the inhabitants 
only compute the diftances by guefs. We were afterwards brought over a river in a 
ferry, where we paid threepence a perfon for ourfelves and our horfes. 

At one of the places where we ftopt to have our horfes fed, the people had a mocking- 
bird in acage; and it is here reckoned the belt finging bird, though its plumage be very 
fimple, and not fhowy at all. At this time of the year it does not fing. Linnzeus calls 
ittiurdus polyglottos; and Catefby, in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. 1. p. 27. 
tab. 27, has likewife defcribed and drawn this bird. The people faid that it built its 
nefts in the bufhes and trees, but is fo thy, that if any body come and look at its eggs, 
it leaves the neft, never to come to it again. Its young ones require great care in being 
bred up. If they are taken from their mother and put into a cage fhe feeds them for 
three or four days but feeing no hopes of fetting them at liberty, fhe flies away ; it 
then often happens, that the young ones die foon after, doubtlels becaufe they cannot 
accuftom themfelves to eat what the people give them. Thefe birds ftay all fummer in 
the colonies, but retire in autumn to the fouth, and ftay away all winter. They have 
got the name of mocking-birds on account of their {kill in imitating the note of almoft 
every bird they hear. ‘I'he fong peculiar to them is excellent, and varied by an infinite 
change of notes and melody ; feveral people are therefore of opinion that they are the 
beft finging birds in the world. So much is certain, that few birds come up to them 5 
this is what makes them precious. 

About noon we came to New Briftol, a fmall town in Penfylvania, on the banks of 
the Delaware, about fifteen Englifh miles from Philadelphia. Moft of the houfes are 
built of ftone, and ftand afunder. The inhabitants carry on a {mall trade, though 
molt of them get their goods from Philadelphia. _On the other fide of the river, almoft 
direétly oppofite to New Briftol, lies the town of Burlington, in which the governor of 
New Jerfey refides, ‘ 

Country feats appeared on both fides of the roads. But foon we came into a lane 
enclofed with pales on both fides, including pretty great corn-fields. Next followed a 
wood, and we perceived, for the fpace of four Englith miles, nothing but woods, and a 
very poor foil, on which the lupinus perennis grew plentifully and fucceeded well. I 
was overjoyed to fee a plant come on fo well in thefe poor dry places, and even began 
to meditate how to improve this difcovery in a foil like that which it inhabited, But I 
afterwards had the mortification to find that the horfes and cows eat almoft all the other 
plants, but left the lupine, which was however very green, looked very frefh, and was 
extremely foft to the touch. Pe-haps means may be found out of making this plant 
palatable to the cattle. In the evening we arrived at ‘Trenton, after having previoufly 
paffed the Delaware in a ferry. 

O&. 28th. Trenton isa long narrow town, fituate at fome diftance from the river 
Delaware, on a fandy plain; it belongs to New Jerfey, and they reckon it thirty miles 
from Philadelphia. It has two {mall churches, one for the people belonging to the 
church of England, the other for the Prefbyterians. The houfes are partly built of 
ftone, though moft of them are made of wood or planks, commonly two ftories high, 
together with a cellar below the building, and a kitchen under ground, clofe to che 
cellar. The houfes fland at a moderate diftance from one another. ‘They are com- 
monly built fo that the ftreet pafles along one fide of the houfes, while ga-dens of dif- 
ferent dimenfions bound the other fide; in each garden is a draw-well; the place is 
reckoned very healthy. Our landlord told us, that twenty-two years ago, when he 

8 firkt 
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firft fettled here, there was hardly more than one houfe ; but from that time Trenton has 
encreafed fo much that there are at prefent near a hundred houfes. The houfes were 
within divided into feveral rooms by their partitions of boards. The inhabitants of the 
place carried on a {mall trade with the goods which they got from Philadelphia, but 
their chief gain confifted in the arrival of the numerous travellers between that city and 
New York; tor they are commonly brought by the Trenton yatchs from Philadelphia 
to Trenton, or from thence to Philadelphia. But from Trenton further to New 
Brunfwick, the travellers go in the waggons which fet out every day for that place. 
Several of the inhabitants, however, likewife fubfift on the carriage for all forts of 
goods, which are every day fent in great quantities either from Philadelphia to New 
York or froin thence to the former places; for between Philadelphia and Trenton all 
goods go by water, but between Trenton and New Brunfwick they are all carried by 
land, and both thete conveniences belong to people of this town. 

For the yatchts which go between this place and the capital of Penfylvania, they 
ufually pay a thilling and fixpence of Pentylvania currency per perfon, and every one 
pays befides for his baggage. Every paflenger muft provide meat and drink for him- 
felf, or pay forme fettled fare: between ‘Trenton and New Brunfwick a perfon pays 
two fhillings aad fixpence, and the baggage is likewife paid for feparately. 

We continued our journey in the morning ; the country through which we paffed 
was for the greateft part level, though fometimes there were fome long hills; fome 
parts were covered with trees, but far the greater part of the country was without 
woods ; on the other hand, I never faw any place in America, the towns excepted, fo 
well peopled. An old man, who lived in this neighbourhood, and accompanied us for 
fome part of the road, however affured me, that he could well remember the time 
when between Trenton and New Brunfwick there were not above three farms, and he 
reckoned it was about fifty and fome odd years ago. During the greater part of the 
day we had very extenfive corn-fields on both fides of the road; and commonly to- 
wards the fouth the country had a great declivity. Near almoft every farm was a 
fpacious orchard full of peaches and apple-trees, and in fome of them the fruit was fallen 
from the trees in fuch quantities as to cover nearly the whole furface. Part of it they 
left to rot, fince they could not take it all in and confume it. Wherever we paffed by, 
we were always welcome to go into the fine orchards, and gather our pockets full of 
the choiceft fruit, without the pofleffor’s fo much as looking after it. Cherry-trees 
were planted near the farms, cn the roads, &c. 

The barns* had a peculiar kind of conftruction hereabouts, which I will give a concife 
defcription of, ‘The whole building was very great, fo as almoft to equal a fmall 
church ; the roof was pretty high, covered with worden fhingles, declining on both 
fides, but not fleep: the walls which fupport it were not much higher than a full- 
grown man ; but, on the other hand, the breadth of the building was the more confi- 
derable : in‘the middle was the threfhing-floor, and above it, or in the loft or garret, 
they put the corn which was not yet threihed, the ftraw, or any thing elfe, according’to 
the feafon : on one fide were ftables for the horfes, and on the other for the cows. 
And the {mall cattle had likewife their particular {tables or {tyes ; on both ends of the 
buildings were great gates, fo that one could come in with a cart and horfes through one 
of them, and go out’at the other: here was therefore under one roof the titrefhing- 
floor, the barn, the flables, the hay-loft, the coach-houfe, &c. ‘This kind of buildings 
is chiefly made ufe of by the Dutch and Germans ; for it is to be obferved, that the 











* The author feems to comprehend more by this word than what it commonly includes, for he deferibes 
it asa building which contains both a barnand ftables. F. 
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country between Trenton and New York is inhabited by few Englifhmen, but, inftead of 
them, by Germans or Dutch *, the latter of which efpecially are numerous, 

Before I proceed I find it neceflary to remark one thing with regard to the Indiaris, 
or old Americans. For this account may perhaps meet with readers, who, like many 
people of my acquaintance, may be of opinion that all North America was almoft 
wholly inhabited by favage or heathen nations, and they may be altonifhed that I do 
not mention them more frequently in my account. Others may perhaps imagine, that 
when I mention in my journal that the country is much cultivated, that in feveral 
places houfes of ftone or wood are built, round which are corn-fields, gardens, and 
orchards, that I am fpeaking of the property of the Indians; to undeceive them, I 
here give the following explication. The country, efpecially all along the coafts, in the 
Englith colonies, is inhabited by Europeans, who in fome places are already fo numerous 

~ that few parts of Europe are more populous. The Indians have fold the country to 
the Europeans, and have retired further up: in moft parts you may travel twenty Swedifh 
miles, or about a hundred and twenty Englith miles from the fea-fhore before you 
reach the firft habitations of the Indians : and it is very poffible for a perfon to have 
been at Philadelphia and other towns on the fea-fhore for half a year together without 
fo much as feeing an Indian. I intend in the fequel to give a more circumftantial 
account of them, their religion, manners, ceconomy, and other particulars relating to 

_ them: at prefent I return to the fequel of my journal. 

About nine Englith miles from Trenton, the ground began to change its colour 3 
‘hitherto it confifted of a confiderable quantity of hazel-coloured clay, but at prefent 
the earth was a reddith brown, fo that it fometimes had a purple colour, and fometimes 
looked like logwood. This colour came from a red limeftone, which approached 
very near to that which is on he mountain Kinnekulle in Weft Gothland, and makes 
a particular ftratum in the rotk. The American red limeftone therefore feems to be 
merely a variety of that I faw in Sweden, it lay in ftrata of two or three fingers 
thicknefs ; but was divifible into many thinner plates or fhivers, whofe furface was 
feldom flat and {mooth, but commonly rough : the ftrata themfelves were frequently 
cut off by horizontal cracks. When thefe ftones were expofed to the air they, by 
degrees, fhivered and withered into pieces, and at laft turned into duft, The people 
of this neighbourhood did not know how to make any ule of it; the foil above is 
fometimes rich and fometimes poor: in fuch places where the people had lately dug 
new wells, I perceived that moft of the rubbifh which was thrown up confifted of fuch 
a fpecies of ftone. This reddifh brown earth we always faw till near New Brunfwick, 
where it is particularly plentiful. The banks of the river fhewed, in many places, nothing 
but ftrata of limeftone, which did not run horizontally but dipped very much. 

About ten o’clock in the morning we came to Prince-town, which is fituated in a 
plain. Moft of the houfes are built of wood, and are not contiguous, fo that there 
are gardens and paftures between them. As thefe parts were fooner inhabited by 
Europeans than Penfylvania, the woods were likewife more cut away, and the 
country more cultivated, fo that one might have imagined himfelf to be in Europe. 

We now thought of continuing our journey, but as it began to rain very heavily, 
and continued fo during the whole day and part of the night, we were forced to flay 
till next morning. i: 


* This kind of building is frequent in the north of Germany, Holland, and Proffia, and therefure it isno 
wonder that it is employed by people who were ufed to them in their own country. 
wnt. XT OM OG. 
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O&. 2gth. This morning we proceeded on our journey. The country was pretty 
well peopled; however there were yet great woodsin many places: they all confifted 
of deciduous trees; and I did not perceive a fingle tree of the fir kind till I came to 
New Brunfwick. The ground was level, and did not feem to be every where of the 
richeft kind. In fome places it had hillocks, lofing themfelves almoft imperceptibly 
in the plains, which were commonly croffed by a rivulet. Almoft near every farm- 
houfe were great orchards. The houfes were commonly built of timber, and at 
fome diftance by themfelves ftood the ovens for baking, confifting commonly of clay. 

On a hill covered with trees, and called Rock-hill, I faw feveral pieces of {tone or 
rock, fo big that they would have required three.men to roll them down. But 
befides thefe there were few great ftones in the country; for moft of thofe 
which we faw could eafily be lifted up by a fingle man. In another place we per- 
ceived a number of little round pebbles, but we did not meet with either mountains 
or rocks, > 

About noon we arrived at New Brunfwick, a pretty little town in the province of 
New Jerfey, in a valley on the weft fide of the river Rareton ; on account of its low 
fituation it cannot be feen (coming from Penfylvania) before you get to the top of 
the hill, which is quite clofe up to it: the town extends north and fouth along the 
river. The German inhabitants have two churches, one of ftone and the other of 
wood ; the Englifh church is of the latter kind, but the prefbyterians were building 
one of ftone: the town-houfe makes likewife a pretty good appearance. Some of the 
other houfes are built of bricks, but moft of them are made either wholly of wood, or 
of bricks and wood ; the wooden houfes are not made of ftrong timber but merely 
of boards or planks, which are within joined by laths: fuch houfes as confift of both 
wood and bricks have only the wall towards the ftregt of bricks, all the other fides 
being merely of planks. ‘This peculiar kind of oftentatfon would eafily lead a traveller 
who paffes through the town in hafte, to believe that moft of the houfes are built of 
bricks. The houfes were covered with fhingles; before each door there was an eleva- 
tion, to which you afcend by fome fteps from the ftreet ; it refembled a fmall balcony, 
and had fome benches on both fides, on which the people fat in the evening, in order 
to enjoy the frefh air, and to have the pleafure of viewing thofe who paffed by. The 
town has only one ftreet lengthways, and at its northern extremity there is a itreet 
acrofs ; both of thefe are of a confiderable length. 

The river Rareton paffes hard by the town, and is dagp enough for great yachts to 
come up ; its breadth near the town is within the reach of a common gun-fhot ; the 
tide comes up feveral miles beyond the town, the yachts were placed lengthways along 
the bridge; the river has very high and pretty fteep banks on both fides, ut neay the 
town there are no fuch banks, it being fituated in a low valley. One of the ftreets is 
almoft entirely inhabited by Dutchmen, who came hither from Albany, and for that 
reafon they call it Albany-ftreet. Thefe Dutch only keep company among themfelves, 
arid feldom or ever go amongft the other inhabitants, living as it were quite feparate . 
from them. New Brunfwick belongs to New Jerfey ; however the greateft part, or 
rather all its trade isto New York, which is about forty Englifh miles difant; to 
that place they fend corn, flour in great quantities, bread, feveral other neceffaries, 
a great quantity of linfeed, boards, timber, wooden veffels, and all forts of carpenter’s 
work, Several {mall yachts are every day going backwards and forwards between 
thefe two towns. The inhabitants likewife get a confiderable profit from the travellers 
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The fleep banks confift of the red limeftone, which I have before deferibed. _ It is 
here plainly vifible that the ftrata are not horizontal, but ‘confiderably dipping, efpe- 
cially towards the fouth. The weather and the air hasin a great meafure diffolved the 
ftone here: I enquired whether it could not be made ufe of ; but was aflured, that in 
building houfes it was entirely ufelefs 5 for, though it is hard and permanent under 
ground, yet, on being dug out, and expofed for fome time to the air, it firft crumbles 
into greater, then into leffer pieces, and at laft is converted into duft. An inhabitant 
of this town, however, tried to build a houfe with this fort of ftone, but its outfides 
being expofed to the air, foon began to change fo much, that the owner was obliged 
to put boards all over the wall to. preferve it from falling to pieces. The people 
however pretend that this ftone is a very good manure, if it is fcattered upon the corn- 
fields in its rubbith tate, for it is faid to ftifle the weeds: it is therefore made ufe of 
both on the fields and in gardens *. ; 

Towards the evening we continued our journey, and were ferried over the river 
Rareton, together with our horfes. In a very dry fummer, and when the tide has 
ebbed, it is‘by no means dangerous to ride through this river. On the oppofite fhore 
the red juniper tree was pretty abundant. The country through which we now paffed 
was pretty well inhabited, but in moft places full of fall pebbles. 

‘We faw guinea-hens in many places where we paffed by. ‘They fometimes run about 
the fields, at a good diftance from the farm houfes. 

About eight Englifh miles from New Brunfwick the road divided. We took that 
on the left, for that on the right leads to Amboy, the chief fea-town in New Jerfey. 
"(he country now made a charming appearance ; fome parts being high, others forming 
vallies, and all of them well cultivated. From the hills you had a profpect of houfes,. 
farms, gardens, corn-fields, forefts, lakes, iflands, roads, and paftures. 

In mott of the places where we travelled this day the colour of the ground was reddifh. 
I make no doubt but there were {trata of the before mentioned red limeftone under it. 
Sometimes the ground looked very like a cinnabar ore. ‘ 

Wood-bridge is a {mall village in a plain, confifting of a few houfes: we ftopped 
here to reft our horfesa little. The houfes were moft of them built of boards ; the 
walls had a covering of thingles on the outfide ; thefe fhingles were round at one end, 
and all of a length in each row + fome of the houfes had an Italian roof, but the greateft 
part had roofs with pediments ; moft of them were covered with fhingles. In moft 
places we met with wells, and buckets to draw up the water. 

Flizabeth-town is a {mall town, about twenty Englifh miles diftant from New Brunf- 
wick: we arrived there immediately after fun-fetting. Its houfes are moftly feattered, 
but well built, and generally of boards, with a roof of fhingles, and walls covered with 
thefame. ‘There were likewife fome ftone buildings. . A little rivulet paffes through the 
town from welt to eaft ; it is almoft reduced to nothing when the water ebbs away, but 
with'the full tide they can bring up {mall yachts. Here were two fine churches, each of 
which made a much better appearance than any onein Philadelphia: ‘That belonging to 
the people of the church of England was built of bricks, hada fteeple with bells, and a 
baluftrade round it, from which there wasa profpeét of the country. The meeting-houfe 
of ihe prefbyterians was built of wood, but had both a fteeple and bells, and was, ke the 
other houfes, covered with fhingles. The town-houfe made likewife a good appearance, 
and had a fpire with a bell... ‘The banks of the river were red, from the reddifh lime- 


-* Probably it is a ftone marle; a blue and reddith fpecies of this kind is ufed with good faccefs in the 
county of Bamff in Scotland, : 
oma ftone; 
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~ ftone ; both in about the town were many gardens and orchards ; and it might truly be 
faid, that Elizabeth-town was fituated ina garden, the ground hereabouts being even 
and well cultivated. akon ae 

At night we took up our lodgings at Elizabeth-town Point, an inn, about two Englifh 
miles diftant from the town, and the laft houfe on this road belonging to New Jerfey. 
The man who had taken the leafe of it, together with that of the ferry near it, told us 
that he paid a hundred and ten pounds of Penfylvania currency to the owner. 

O&. 30th. We were ready to proceed on our journey at fun-rifing. Near the inn 
where we had paffed the night, we were to crofsa river, and we were brought over, to- 
gether with our horfes, in a wretched half-rotten ferry. This river came a confider- 
able way out of the country, and fmall veffels could eafily fail up it. This was a great 
advantage to the inhabitants of the neighbouring country, giving them an opportunity 
of fending their goods to New York with great eafe; and they even made ule of it for 
trading to the Weft Indies. The country was low on both fides of the river, and con- 
fifted of meadows. But there was no other hay to be got than fuch as commonly 
grows in fwampy grounds; for as the tide comes up in this river, thefe bow plains 
were fometimes overflowed when the water was high. The people htreabouts are faid 
to be troubled in fummer with immenfe fwarms of gnats or mufquitos, which fting 
them and their cattle. This was afcribed to the low fwampy meadows, on which thefe 
infects depofit their eggs, which are afterwards hatched by the heat. 

As foon as we had got over the river, we were upon Staten Ifland, which is quite 
furrounded with falt water. This is the beginning of the province of New York. 
Mott of the people fettled here were Dutchmen, or fuch as came hither whilft the Dutch. 
were yet in poffeffion of this place. But at prefent they were fcattered among the 
Englifh and other European inhabitants, and {poke Englifh for the greateft part. The 
prolpeét of the country here is extremely pleafing, as it is not fo much intercepted by 
‘woods, but offers more cultivated fields to view. Hills and vallies ftill continued, as 
ufual, to change alternately. 

The farms were near each other. Moft of the houfes were wooden ; however fome 
were built of ftone. Near every farm-houfe was an orchard with apple-trees. Here, 
and on the whole journey before, I obferved a prefs for cyder at every farm-houfe, 
made in different manners, by which the people had already preffed the juice out of the 
apples, or were juft bufted with that work. Some people made ufe of a wheel made of 
thick oak planks, which turned upon a wooden axis, by means of a horfe drawing it, 
much in the fame manner as the people do with woad; * except that here the wheel 
runs upon planks. Cherry-trees ftood along the enclofures round corn-fields. 

The corn-fields were excellently fituated, and either fown with wheat or rye. They 
had no ditches on their fides, but (as is ufual in England) only furrows, drawn at greater 
or leffer diftances from each other. 

In one place we obferved a water-mill, fo fituated that when the tide flowed the water 
ran intoa pond; but when it ebbed, the floodgate was drawn up, and the mill driven by 
the water flowing out of the pond. 

About eight o’clock jn the morning we arrived at the place where we were to crofs 
the water, in order to come to the town of New York. We left our horfes here, and 
went on board the yacht: we were to go eight Englifh miles by fea; however, we 
landed about eleven o’clock in the morning at New York. We faw a kind of wild 


© Dr. Lionzus, in his Travels through Weftrogothia, has given a drawing of the machine by which woad 
prepared, on the 128th page, 
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ducks in immenfe quantities upon the water: the people.called them blue bills, and they 
feemed to be the fame with our pintail ducks, or Linnzeus’s..anas acuta : but they. were 
very fhy. On the fhore of the continent we faw fome very fine floping corn-fields, 
which at prefent looked quite green, the corn being already come up. We faw many 
boats, in which the fifhermen were bufy catching oyflers: to this purpofe they 
make wfe of a kind of rakes with long iron teeth bent inwards ; thefe they uled either 
fingle, or two tied together, in fuch a. manner that the teeth were turned towards each 
other. ae: 

O&. 31ft. About New York they find innumerable quantities of excellent oyfters, 
and there are few places which have oy{ters of fuch an exquifite tafte, and of fo great a 
fize: they are pickled and fent to the Weft Indies and other places; which is done in 
the following manner. As foon as the oyfters are, caught, their hells are opened, 
and the filh wafhed clean; fome water is then poured into a pot, the oylters are put. 
into it, and they mutt boil for a while; the pot is then taken off from the fire again, the 
oyfters taken out and put upon a difh, till they are fomewhat dry: then you take fome 
mace, allfpice, black pepper, and as much vinegar as’ you think is fufficient to give a. 
fourifh tafte. All this is mixed with half the liquor in which the oyfters were boiled, 
and put over the fire again. While you boil it, great care. is to be taken in {cumming 
off the thick fcum; at laftthe whole pickle is poured into a glafs or earthen veffel, 
the oyfters are put to it, and the veflel is well {topped to keep out the air. In this. 
manner oyfters will keep for years together, and may be fent tothe moft diftant. parts. 
of the world. 

‘The merchants here buy up great quantities of oyfters about this time, pickle them 
in the above-mentioned manner, and fend them to the Welt Indies: by which they 
frequently make a confiderable profit: for the oyfters which coft them five fhillings 
of their currency, they commonly fell for a piftole, or about fix times as much as they 
gave for them ; and fometimes they get even more? the oyfters which are thus pickled 
have a very fine flavour. The following is another way of preferving oyfters: they are 
taken cut of the hells, fried with butter, put into a glafs or earthen’ veflel. with the 
melted butter over them, fo that they are quite covered with it, and no.air can get to 
them. Oyfters prepared in this manner have likewife an agreeable tafte, and. are ex~ 
ported to the Weft Indies, and other parts. : 

Oyfters are here reckoned very wholefome, fome people affured' us, that they had. 
not felt the leaft inconvenience after eating a confiderable quantity of them. It is like- 
wife a common rule here, that oyfters are belt in thofe months, which have an r in 
their name, fuch as September, OGtober, &c.; but that they are not fo good in other 
months; however there are poor people who live all the year long upon nothing but 
oyfters with bread. : 

‘The fea near New York, affords annually the greateft quantity of oyfters. They. 
are found chiefly in a muddy ground, where they lie in the flime, and are not fo fre- 
quent ina fandy bottom: a rocky and a ftony bottom. is feldom found here. The 
oyfter fhells are gathered in great heaps, and burnt into a lime, which by fome people 
is made ufe of in building houfes, but is not reckoned fo good as that made of limeftone.. 
On our journey toNew. York, we faw high heaps of oylter fhells near the farm-houfes, 
upon the fea fhore; and about New York, we obferved the people had. carried them 
upon the fields, which were fown with wheat. However they were entire, and not 
eruthed. ’ 

~The Indians, who inhabited the coaft before the arrival of the Europeans, 
have made oyfters and other fhell-fifh their chief food ;. and at prefent, whenever they. 
come 
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come to a falt water, where oyfters are to be got, they are very active in catching them, 
and fell them in great quantities to other Indians, who live higher up the country: for 
this reafon you fee immenfe numbers of oyfter and mufcle thells piled up near fuch 
places, where you are certain that the Indians formerly built their huts. This circum- 
{tance ought to make us cautious in maintaining, that in all places on the fea-fhore, or 
higher up in the country, where fuch heaps of fhells are to be met with, the latter have 
lain there ever fince the time that thofe places were overflowed by the fea. 

Lobfters are likewife plentifully caught hereabouts, pickled much in the fame way as 

oyfters, and fent to feveral places. I was told of a very remarkable circumftance about 
thefe lobfters, and I have afterwards frequently heard it mentioned. The coaft of New 
York had already European inhabitants for a confiderable time, yet no lobfters were 
to be met with on that coaft; and though the people fithed ever fo often, they could 
never find any figns of lobfters being in this part of the fea: they were therefore con- 
tinually brought in great well-boats trom New England, where they are plentiful; but 
it happened that one of thefe well-boats broke in pieces near Hellgate, about ten Englith 
miles from New York, and all the lobfters in it got off. Since that time they have 
fo multiplied in this part of the fea that they are now caught in the greateft 
abundance. 
_ Nov. aft, A kind of cold fever, which the Englifh in this country call fever and 
ague, is very common in feveral parts of the Englith colonies. There are, however, 
other parts where the people have never felt it. I will in the fequel defcribe the 
fymptoms of this difeafe at large. Several of the moft confiderable inhabitants of this 
town aflured me, that this difeafe was not near fo common in New York as it is in 
Penfylvania, where ten were feized by it to one in the former province; therefore 
they were of opinion, that this difeafe was occafioned by the vapours arifing from ftag- 
nant frefh water, from marfhes, and from rivers; for which reafon thofe provinces, 
fituated on the fea fhore, could not be fo much affected by it. However the carelefs- 
nefs with which people eat quantities of melons, water melons, peaches, and other juicy 
fruit, in fummer, was reckoned to contribute much towards the progrefs of this fever ; 
and repeated examples confirmed the truth of this opinion. The Jefuit’s bark was 
reckoned a good remedy againft it. It has, however, often been found to have ope- 
rated contrary to expectation, though I am ignorant whether it was adulterated, or 
whether fome miftake had been committed in the manner of taking it. Mr. Davis van 
Horne, a merchant, told me, that he cured himfelf, and feveral other people, of this 
fever, by the leaves of the common garden fage, or falvia officinalis of Linnzus, The 
leaves are crufhed or pounded in a mortar, and the juice is prefied out of them ; this is 
continued till they get a fpoonful of the liquid, which is mixed with lemon juice. 
This draught is taken about the time that the cold fit comes on; and after taking it 
three oxfour times the fever does not come again. 

The bark of the white oak was reckoned the beft remedy which had as yet been 
found againft the dyfentery. It is reduced to a powder, and then taken: fome people 
affured me, that in cafes where nothing would help, this remedy had given a certain and 
fpeedy relief. The people in this place likewife make ufe of this bark (as is ufually 
done in the Englifhcolonies) to dye wool a brown colour, which looks like that of 
bohea tea, and does not fade by being expofed to the fun. Among the numerous 
fhells which are found on the fea-fhore, there are fome, which by the Englifh here are 
called clams, and which bear fome refemblance to the human ear. They have a cons 
fiderable thicknefs, and are chiefly white, excepting the pointed end, which both with- 
out and within has a blue coleur, between purple and violet. ‘They are met with in 
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numbers on the fea-fhore of New York, Long Ifland, and other places. ‘The fhells 
contain a large animal, which is eaten both by the Indians and Europeans fettled 
here. : 

‘A confiderable commerce is carried on in this article with fuch Indians as live fur- 
ther up the country. When thefe people inhabited the coaft they were able to catch 
their own clams, which at that time made a great part of their food ; but at prefent 
this is the bufinefs of the Dutch and Englifh, who live in Long Ifland and other mari- 
time provinces. As foon as the hells are caught, the fith is taken out of them, drawn 
upon a wire, and bung up in the open air, in order to dry by the heat of the fun. 
When this is done, the fleth is put into proper veffels, and carried to Albany upon the 
river Hudfon ; there the Indians buy them, and reckon them one of their belt difhes. 
Befides the Europeans, many of the’native Indians come annually down to the fea fhore, 
in order to catch clams, proceeding with them afterwards in the manner I have juft 
defcribed. 

The hells of thefe clams are ufed by the Indians as money, and make what they cail 
their wampum ; they likewife ferve their women for an ornament, when they intend 
to appear in full drefs. ‘Thefe wampums are properly made of the purple parts of the 
fhells, which the Indians value more than the white parts. » A traveller, who goes to 
trade with the Indians, and is well ftocked with them, may become a confiderable 
gainer; but if he take gold coin, or bullion, he will undoubtedly be a lofer; for the 
Indians, who live farther up the couhtry, put little or no value upon thefe metals which’ 
we reckon fo precious, as I have frequently obferved in the courfe of my travels. The 
Indians formerly made their own wampums, though not without a deal of trouble; but 
‘at prefent the Europeans employ themfelves that way, efpecially the inhabitants of 
Albany, who get aconfiderable profit by it, In the fequel I intend to relate the manner 
of making the wampum. 

Nov. 2d. Befides the different fe€ts of Chriftians there are many Jews fettled in New 
York, who poffefs great privileges. They have a fynagogue and houfes, and great 
country feats of their own property, and are allowed to keep fhops in town. They 
have likewife feveral fhips, which they freight, and fend out with their own goods; in 
fine, they enjoy all the privileges common to the other inhabitants of this town and 
province. F 

During my refidence at New York this time, and in the two next years, I was free 
quently in company with Jews. _I was informed, among other things, that thefe people 
never boiled any meat for themfelves on Saturday, but that they always did it the day 
before ; and that in winter they kept a fire during the whole Saturday. They com- 
monly eat no pork; yet I have been told by feveral men of credit, that many of them 

‘(efpecially among the young Jews) when travelling, did not make the leaft difficulty 
about eating this or any other meat that was put before them; even though they were 
in company with Chriftians. I wasin their fynagogue laft evening for the firft time, 
and this day at noon I vifited it again, and each time I was put into a particular feat, 
which was fet apart for ftrangers or Chriltians. A young rabbi read the divine fer- 
vice, which was partly in Hebrew, and partly in the rabbinical dialect. Both men and 
women were dreffed entirely in the Englifh fathion; the former had all of them their 
hats on, and did not once take them off during fervice. “The galleries, ] obferved, were 
appropriated to the ladies, while the men fat below. During. prayers the men fpread a 
white cloth over their heads ; which perhaps is to reprefent fackcloth ; but I obferved 
that the wealthier fort of people had a much richer cloth than the poorer ones. Many 
of the men had Hebrew bocks, in which they fang and read alternately. ‘The aa 
fore) 
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itood in the middle of the fynagogue, and read with his face turned. towards the eaft: 
he fpoke, however, fo faft, as to make it almoft impoffible for any one to underftand 
what he faid *. ; 

New York, the capital of a province of the fame namie, is fituated under forty degrees 
and forty minutes north latitude, and feventy-four degrees and four minutes of weftern 
longitude from London; and is about ninety-feventy Englifh miles diftant from Phila- 
delphia. ‘The fituation of it is extremely advantageous for trade; for the town ftands 
upon a point which is formed by two bays, into one of which the river Hudfon dil- 
charges itfelf, not far from the town ; New York is therefore on three fides furrounded 
with water: the ground itis built on is level in fome parts, and hilly in others: the 
place is generally reckoned very wholefome. : 

The town was firft founded by the Dutch: this, it is faid, was done in the year 
1623, when they were yet matters of the country; they called it New Amfterdam, 
and the country itfelf New Holland. . The Fnglifh, towards the end of the year 1664, 
taking poffeffion of it under the conduét of Des Cartes, and keeping it by the virtue of 
the next treaty of peace, gave the name of New York to both the town and the pro- 
vince belonging to it; in fize it comes neareft to Bofton and Philadelphia. But with 
regard to its fine buildings, its opulence, and extenfive commerce, it difputes the pre- 
ference with them : ar prefent it is about half as big again as Gothenburg in Sweden. 

The ftreets do not run fo ftraight as thofe of Philadelphia, and have fometimes con- 
fiderable bendings: however they are very {pacious and well-built, and moft of them 
ate paved, except in high places, where it has been found ufelefs. In the chief ftreets 
there are trees planted, which in fummer gave them 4 fine appearance, and during the 
exceflive heat at that time, afford a cooling fhade: I found it extremely pleafant to 
walk in the town, for it feemed quite like a garden; the trees which are planted for 
this purpofe are chiefly of two kinds: the water-beech, or Linnzeus’s platanus occi- 
dentalis, are the moft numerous, and give an agreeable fhade in fummer, by their 
great and numerous leaves. The iacultaree, or Linnzus’s robinia pfeud-acacia, is 
Tikewife frequent : its fine leaves, and the odoviferous fcent which exhales from its 
flowers, make it very proper for being planted in the ftreets near the houfes, and in 
gardens. There are likewife lime-trees and elms in thefe walks, but they are not by 
far fo frequent as the others : one feldona met with tres of the fame fort next to each 
other, they being in general planted alternately. 

Befides numbers of birds of all kinds which make thefe trees their abode, there are 
likewife a kind of frogs which frequent them in great numbers in fummer; they are 
Dr. Linnzeus’s rana arborea, and efpecially the American variety of this animal. They 
are very clamorous in the evening and in the nights (efpecially when the days had 
been het, and a rain was éxpeéted) and in a manner drown the finging of the birds. 
They fMquently make fuch a noife that it is difficult for a perfon to make himfelf 
heard. : 

Mott of the houfes are built of bricks, and are generally ftrong and neat, and feveral 
ftories high. Some had, according to old architecture, turned the gable-end towards 
the ftreets; but the new houfes were altered in this refpect. Many of the houfes had 
a balcony on the roof, on which the people ufed to fit in the evenings in the fummer 
feafon ; and from thence they had a pleafant view of a great part of the town, and 
likewife of part of the adjacent water, and of the oppofite fhore. The roofs are com- 
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‘monly covered with tiles or fhingles ; the latter-of which ‘axe made of the white fir-tree, 
or pinus ftrobus (Linn. fp. plant.) which grows higher up itt the ‘country. The inha- 
bitants are of opinion, that a roof made of thefe fhingles is as durable as one made in 
Penfylvania of the white cedar, or cupreflus thyoides (Linn. fpec. plant.) The. walls 
were white-wathed within ; and I did notany where fee hangings, with which the people 
in this country feem in_ general: to bebut ‘little acquainted. THe walls ‘were quite 
covered with all forts of drawings and pi€tures in {mall frames. On cach fide of the 
chimnies they had ufually a fort of alcove; and the wall under the windows was wain- 
fcotted,and had benches placed near it. The alcoves and all the wood work were 
painted with a bluifh grey colour. 

There are feveral churches in the town, which deferve fome attention. 1. The 
Englifh church, built in the year 1695, at the weft end of the town, confifting of ftone, 
and has a fteeple with a bell. 2. The new Dutch church, which is likewife built ‘of 
ftone, is pretty large, and is provided with a fteeple; it alfo has a clock, which is.the 
only one im the town. ‘This church ftands almoft due from north to fouth. No particular 
point of the compass has here been in genéral attended to in erecting facred buildings, 
Some churches ftand as is ufual from eaft to weft, others from fouth to north, and 
others in different pofitions, In this Dutch church there is ‘either altar, veltry, choir, 
fconces, nor paintings. Some trees are'planted round it, which make it look as if it 
was built ina wood. 3. The old Dutch church, which is alfo built of ftone; it is 
not fo large as the new one. It was painted in the infide, though without any images, 
and adorned with a fmall organ, of which Governor Burnet made them a prefent. 
‘The men, for the moft part, fit in the gallery, and the women below. 4. The Pref- 
byterian church, which is pretty large, and was built but lately ; it is of ftone, and has 
a ftecple anda bell in it. 5. The German Lutheran church. 6. ‘The German Re- 
formed church. 7. The French church, for Proteftant refugees. 8. The Quaker’s 
meeting-houfe. 9. To thefe may be added the Jewifh fynagogue, which I mentioned 
before. 

‘Towards the fea, on the extremity of the promontory, is a pretty good fortrefs, called ; 
Fort George, which entirely commands the port, and can defend the town, at’ leaft 
from a fudden attack on the fea-fide. Befides that, it is likewife fecured on the north, 
or towards the fhore, by a pallifade, which, -however, (as for a confiderable time the 
people have had nothing to fear from an enemy) is in many places in a yery bad ftate 
of defence. ; 

There is no good water tobe met with in the town itfelf, but at a little diftance there 
is.a large {pring of good water, which the inhabitants take for their tea, and for the ufes 
of the kitchen. Thofe, however, who are lefs delicate in this point, make ufe of the water 
from the wells in town, though it be very bad. This want of good water lieg, heavy 
upon the horfes of the ftrangers that come to this place; for they do not like to drink 
the water from the wells in the town. 

The port isa good one; fhips. of the greateft burthen can lie in it, quite clofe up to the 
bridge; but its water is very falt, as the fea continually comes in upon it, and therefore 
is never frozen, except in extraordinary cold weather. This is of great advantage to 
the city and its commerce ; for many fhips either come in or go out of the port at any 
time of the year, unlefs the winds be contrary ; a convenience which, as I have before 
obferved, is wanting at Philadelphia. It is fecured from all violent hurricanes from 
the fouth-eaft by Long Ifland, which is fituated juft before the town; therefore only 
the florms from the fouth-weft are dangerous to the fhips which ride at anchor here, ~ 
becaufe the port is open only on that fide. ‘The entrance however has its faults ; one 
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of them is, that no men of war can pafs through it; for though the water is pretty 
deep, yet itis not fufficiently fo for great fhips. Sometimes even merchant hips of a 
large fize have, by the rolling of the waves and by finking down between them, flightly 
touched the bottom, though without any bad confequences. Befides this, the canal is 
narrow ; and for this reafon many fhips have been loft here, becaufe they may be eafily 
caft upon a fand, if the fhip is not well piloted. Some old people, who had conftantly 
been upon this canal, affured me, that it was neither deeper nor fhallower at prefent 
than in their youth. 

“The common difference between high and low water at New York amounts to 
about fix feet, Englifh meafure. But at a certain time in every month, when the tida, 
flows more than commonly, the difference in the height of the water is feven feet. 

New York probably carries on a more extenfive commerce than any’ town in the 
Enclifh North American provinces ; at leaft it may be faid to equal them : Bofton and 
Philadelphia however come very near up to it, he trade of New York extends to 
many places ; and itis faid they fend more fhips from thence to London than they do 
from Philadelphia. They export to that capital all the various forts of fkins which they 
buy of the Indians, fugar, logwood, and other dying woods, rum, mahogany, and many 
other goods which are the produce of the Welt Indies; together with all the fpecie 
which they get in the courfe of trade. Every year they build feveral fhips here, which 
are fent to London, and there fold; and of late years they have fhipped a quantity of 
iron to England. In return for thefe, they import from London ftuffs, and every other 
article of Englifh growth or manufaéture, together with all forts of foreign goods. 
England, and efpecially London, profits immenfely by its trade with the American 
colonies ; for not only New York, but likewife all the other Englifh towns on the 
continent, import fo many articles from England, that all their fpecie,stogether with 
the goods which they get in other countries, muft altogether go to Old England, in 
order to pay the amount, to which they are however infufficient. From hence it ap- 
pears how much a well-regulated colony contributes to the increafe and welfare of its 
mother country. : 

New York fends many fhips to the Weft Indies, with -flour, corn, bifcuit, timber, 
tuns, boards, flefh, fith, butter, and other provifions ; together with fome of the few 
fruits that grow here. Many fhips go to Bofton in New England, with corn and flour 5 
and take in exchange, flefh, butter, timber, different forts of fith, and other articles, 
which they carry further to the Weft Indies. They now and then take rum from 
thence, which is diftilled there in great quantities, and fell it here with a confiderable 
advantage. Sometimes they fend yachts with goods from New York to Philadelphia, 
and at other times yachts are fent from Philadelphia to New York, which is only 
done, .as appears from the gazettes, becaufe certain articles are cheaper at one place 
than at the other. They fend fhips to Ireland every year, laden with all kinds of Weft 
India goods, but efpecially with linfeed, which is reaped in this province. I have been 
affured, that in fome years no lefs than ten thips have been fent to Ireland, laden with 
nothing but linfeed, becaufe it is faid the flax in Ireland does not afford good feed ; 
but probably the true reafon is this ; the people of Ireland, in order to have the better 
flax, make ufe of the plant before the feed is ripe, and therefore are obliged to fend 
for foreign feed ; and hence it becomes one of the chief articles in trade. 

At this time a buthel of linfeed is fold for eight fhillings of New York currency, or 
exadtly a piece of eight. ‘ 

The goods which are fhipped to the Weft Indies are fometimes paid for with ready 
money, and fometimes with Welt India goods, which are either firft brought to New 
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York, or immediately fent to England or Holland.’ If a fhip does not chufe to take in 
‘Welt India goods in its return to New York, or if nobody Will freight it, it often: goes 
to Newcaftle in England, to take in coals for ballaft, which when brought home fell for 
a pretty good price. In many parts of the town coals are made ufe of, both for kitchen 
fires, and in rooms, becaufe- they are reckoned cheaper than wood, which at prefent 
cofts thirty fhillings of New York currency per fathom; of which meafure I have be- 
fore made mention. New York has likewife fome intercourfe with South Carolina; 
to which it fends corn, flour, fugar, rum, and other goods, and takes rice in return, 
which is almoft the only commodity exported from South Carolina. 

The goods with which the province of New York trades are not very numerous. 

»They chiefly export the kins of animals, which are bought of the Indians about Of 
wego}; great quantities of boards, coming for the moft part from Albany ; timber and 
ready-made lumber, from that part of the country which lies about thé river Hudfon ; 
and laftly, wheat, flour, barley, oats, and other kinds of corn, which are brought 
from New Jerfey and the cultivated parts of this province. Ihave feen yachts from 
New Brunfwick, laden with wheat which lay loofe on board, and with flour packed up 
in tuns; and alfo with great quantities of linfeed. New York likewife exports fome 
flefh and other provifions out-of its own province, but they are very few ; nor is the 
quantity of peafe, which the people about: Albany bring, much greater. Iron how- 
ever may be had more plentifully, as it is found in feveral parts of this province, and 
is of aconfiderable goodnefs; but all the other produéts of this country are of little 
account. : 

Moft of the wine, which is drank here’ and in the other colonics, is brought ‘from 
the ifle of Madeira, and is very ftrong and fiery. eas 

No manufagiures of note have as yet been eftablithed here ; at prefent they get all 
manufactured goods, fuch as woollen and linen cloth, &c. from England, and efpe- 
cially from London. 

‘The river Hudfon is very convenient for the commerce of this city; as it is naviga- 
ble for near an hundred and fifty Englith miles up the country, and falls into the bay 
not far from the town, on its weftern fide. During eight months of the year this river 
is full of yachts, and other greater and leffer veffels, either going to New York: or re- 
turning from thence, laden either with inland or foreign goods. ; 

I cannot make a juft eftimate of the fhips that annually come to this town or fail 
from it. But I have found, by the Penfylvania gazettes, that from the firft of De- 
cember in 1729, to the fifth of December in the next year, two hundred and eleven 
thips entered the port of New York, and two hundred and twenty-two cleared it ; and 
fince that time there has been a great increafe of trade here. 

The country people come to market in New York twice a week, much in the fame 
manner as they do at Philadelphia, with this difference, that the markets are here kept 
in feveral: places. 

The governor of the province of New York refides here, and has a palace in the 
js Among thofe who have been entrufted with this poft, William Burnet deferves 

o be had in perpetual remembrance. He was one of the fons of Dr. Thomas Burnet 
(fo celebrated on account of his learning) and feemed to have inherited the knowledge 
of his‘ father. But his great affiduity in promoting the welfare of this province, is what 
makes the principal merit of his charater. The people of New York therefore ftill 
reckon him the beft governor they ever had, and think that they cannot praife his 
fervicestoo much. The many aftronomical obfervations which he made in thefe parts 
are inferted in feveral Englith works. In the year 1727, at the acceflion of King 
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George Hl. to the throne of Great Britain, he_was appointed governor of New Enig- 
Jand.” In confequence of this he left New. York, and went to Bofton, where he died 
univerfally lamented, on the 7th of September’ 1729. 

An affembly of deputigs, from, all the particular diftris of the province of New 
York,‘ is held at New York once or twice every year. “It may be looked upon asa 
parliament or diet in miniature. Every thing relating to the good of the province is 
here debated. The governor calls the aflembly, and diffolves it at pleafure: this isa 
power which he ought only to make ufe of, either when no farther debates are necef= 
fary, or when the members are not fo unanimous in the fervice of their king and coun- 
try as istheir duty: it frequently however happens, that, led afide by caprice or by 
interefted views, he exerts it to the prejudice of the proyince. ‘he colony has fome-. 
times had a governor whofe quarrels with the inhabitants have induced their repre- 
fentatives, or the members of the aflembly, through a fpirit of revenge, to oppofe ine 
differently every thing he propofed, whether it was beneficial to the country or not. 
In fuch cafes the governor has made ufe of his power; diffolving the affembly, and 
calling another foon after, which however he again diffolved upon the leaft mark of 
their ill humour. By this means he fo much tired them, by the many expences which 
they were forced to bear in fo fhort a time, that they were at laft glad to unite with 
him in his endeavours for the good of the province. But there have likewife been 
governors who have called affemblies and diffolved them foon after, merely becaufe the 
reprefentatives did not a according to their whims, or would not give their affent to 
propofals which were perhaps dangerous or hurtful to the common welfare. : 

The king appoints the governor according to his royal pleafure, but the inhabitants 
of the province make up his excellency’s falary. ‘Therefore a man entrufted with this 
place has greater or lefler revenues, according as he knows how to gain the confidence 
of the inhabitants. ‘There are examples of governors, in this and other provinces of 

‘North America, who, by their diffenfions with the inhabitants of their refpeétive go- 
vernments, have loft their whole falary, his Majefty having no power to make them pay 
it. If a governor had no other refource in thefe circumftances, he would be obliged 
either to.refign his office, or be content with an income too {mall for his dignity ; or 
elfe to conform himfelf in every thing to the inclinations of the inhabitants ; but there 
are feveral {tated profits, which in fome meafure make up for this. 1. No one is al- 
lowed to keepa public houfe without the governor’s leave, which is only to be obtained 
by.the payment of a certain fee, according to the circumitances of the perfon. Some 
governors therefore, when the inhabitants refufed to pay them a falary, have hit upon 
the expedient of doubling the number of inns in their province. 2. Few people who 
intend to be married, unlefs they be very poor, will have their banns publifhed from 
the pulpit ; but inftead of this they get licenfes from the governor, which empower any 
minifter to marry them. Now for fuch a licence the governor receives about half a 
guinea, and this, collected throughout the whole province, amounts to a confiderable 
fum. 3. The governor figns all paffports, and efpecially of fuch as go to fea; and 
this gives him another means of fupplying his expences. There are feveral other ad- 

‘vantages allowed te him, but as they are very trifling I fhall omit them. 

At the above affembly the old laws are reviewed and amended, and new ones ‘are 
made ; and the regulation and circulation of coin, together with all other affairs of 
that kind, are there determined. For it is to be obferved, that each Englifh colony in 
North America is independent of the other, and that each has its proper laws and coin, 
and may be looked upon in feveral lights as a ftate by itfelf. From hence it happens, 
that in time of war, things go on very flowly and irregularly here: for not only ae 
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fenfenf one province is fometimes ‘direétly oppofite.46 that-of.ancther, bi : 
the views. of the governor, and thofe of the affembly, “6! the: da ivi ie | 

different : fo that it is eafy to fee that while the people are’ quar it ig about the bet 
and cheapeft manner of carrying on the war, an enemy has it in his power to take one 
place after another. It has commonly happened that whilft fome provinces have been 
fuffering from their enemies, ‘the neighbouring ones were quict and naétive, ‘and as if it 
did not in the leaft concern them. They have frequently taken up two or three years 
in confidering whether they fhould give affiftance to an opprefled fifter colony, and 
fometimes they have exprefsly declared themfelves againft it. There are‘inftances of 
provinces who were not only neuter in thefe circumftances, but who even carried on a 
great trade with the power which at that very time was attacking and laying wafte fome 
other provinces. 

Vhe French in Canada, who are but an inconfideruble be 
tie Engiith in America, have, by this pofition of ailairs, been 2 
vantages in times of war ; for if we judge from the number an Enghth, 
it would feem very eafy for them to get the better of the French in America®. 

It is however of great advantage to the crown of Exgland that the North American 
colonies are near a country under the government of the French, like Canada. 
There is reafon to believe that the King never was earneft in his attempts to expel the 
French from their poffeffions there ; though it might have been done with little diffi- 
culty : for the Englith colonies in this part of the world have increafed fo much in 
their number of inhabitants, and in their riches, that they almoft vie with Old Eng- 
land. Now in order to,keep up the authority and trade of their mother country, and 
to anfwer feveral other purpofes, they are forbid to eftablith new manufadtures, which 
would turn to the difadvantage of the Britifh commerce: they are not allowed to dig” 
for any gold or filver, unlefs they fend them to England immediately: they have not 
the liberty of trading to any parts that do not belong to the Britifh dominions, except- 
ing fome fettled places ; and foreign traders are not allowed to fend their fhips to them. 
Thefe and fome other reftri€tions, occafion the inhabitants of the Englifh colonies to 
grow lefs tender for their mother country. This coldnefs is kept up by the many 
foreigners, fuch as Germans, Dutch, and French, fettled here, and living among the 
Englith, who commonly have no particular attachment to Old England ; add to this 
likewife, that many people can never be contented with their poffeffions, though they 
be ever fo great, and will always be defirous of getting more, and of enjoying. the 
pleafure which arifes from changing ; and their over great liberty, and their luxury,. 
often lead them to licentioufnefs. 

Ihave been told by Englifhmen, and not only by fuch as were born in America, 
but even by fuch as came from Europe, that the Englifh colonies in North America, 
in the {pace of thirty or fifty years, would be able to form a ftate by themfelves, en- 
tirely independent on Old England: but asthe whole country which lies along the fea- 
fhore is unguarded, and on the land fide is harraffed by the French in times of war, 
thefe dangerous neighbours are fufficient to prevent the connection of the colonies 
with their mother country from being quite broken off. The Englith government has 
therefore fufficient reafon to confider the French in North America as the beft means 
of keeping the colonies in their due fubmiffion. But | am almoft gone too far from my 
purpofe; I will therefore finifh my obfervations on New York. 
















* This has really happened by a greater union and exertion of power from the colonies and the mother 
country ; fo that Canada has been conquered, and its poffeffion has been confirmed to Great Britain in the 


laft peace. Fy 
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The declination of the magnetic needle in this town was oblerved by Philip Wells, 
the chief engineer of the province of New York, in the year 1686, to be eight degrees 
and forty-five minutes to the weftward ; but, in 1723, it was only feven degrees and 
twenty minutes, according to the- obfervations of Governor Burnet. ‘ 

‘From hence we may conclude, that in thirty-eight years the magnet approaches 
about one degree and twenty-five minutes nearer to the true {north, or, which is the 
fame thing, about two minutes annually. Mr. Alexander, a man of great knowledge 
in aftronomy and in mathematics, affured me, from feveral obfervations, that, in the 
year 17.50, on the eighteenth of September, the deviation was to be reckoned fix de- 
grees and twenty-two minutes. 

There are two printers in the town, and every week fome Englith gazetves are pub- 
lithed, which contain news from all parts of the world. 

The winter is much more fevere here than in Penfylvania, it being nearly as cold 
as in fome of the provinces of Sweden: its continuance, however, is much fhorter 
than with us: their {pring is very early, and their autumn very late, and the heat in 
fummer is exceflive. For this reafon, the melons fown in the fields are ripe at the be» 
ginning of Auguft ; whereas we can hardly bring them fo foon to maturity under 
glaffes and on hot-beds. The cold of the winter I cannot juftly determine, as t 
meteorological obfervations which were communicated to me were all calculated after 
thermometers which were fo placed in the houfes that the air could not freely come 
at them. The {now lies for fome months together upon the ground, and fledges are 
made ufe of here as in Sweden, but they are rather too bulky. The river Hudfon 
is about an Englifh mile and a half broad at its mouth: the difference between the 
higheft flood and the loweft ebb is between fix and feven feet, and the water is very 
brackifh : yet the ice ftands in it not only one, but even feveral months; it has fome- 
times a thicknefs of more than two feet. : : nom 

‘The inhabitants are fometimes greatly troubled with mufquitoes. They either follow 
the hay, which is made near the town, in the low meadows which are quite penetrated 
with falt water, or they accompany the cattle at night when itis brought home. I have 
myfelf experienced, and have obferved in others, how much thefe little animalcules can 
disfigure a perfon’s face during a fingle night; for the fkin is fometimes fo covered 
over with litle blifters from their ftings, that people are afhamed to appear in public. 
The water melons, which are cultivated near the town, grow very large: they are ex- 
tremely delicious, and are better than in other parts of North America, though they 
are planted in the open fields, and never in a hot-bed. I faw a water melon at 
Governor Clinton’s in September 1750, which weighed forty-feven Englifh pounds, 
and at a merchant’s in town another of forty-two pounds weight; however, they 
were reckoned the biggeft ever feen in this country. 

In the year 1710, ‘ive kings, or fachems, of the Iroquois, went from hence to Eng- 
land, in order to engage Queen Anne to make an alliance with them againft the French. 
Their names, drefs, reception at court, fpeeches to the Queen, opinion of England, 
and of the European manners, and feveral other particulars about them, are fuffi- 
ciently known from other writings ; it would therefore be here unneceflary to enlarge 
about them. The kings or fachems of the Indians, have commonly no greater au- 
thority over their fubjects than conftables in a meeting of the inhabitants of a parifh, 
and hardly fo much. On my travels through the country of thefe Indians, I had never 
any occafion to go and wait upon the fachems, for they always came into my habita- 
tion without being afked : thefe vifits they commonly paid in order to get a glafs or 
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two of brandy, which they value above any thing they. know. One of the five fa 
chems, mentioned above, died in England ; the others returned fafe. : 

The firft colonifts in New York were Dutchmen: when the town and its territories’ 
were taken by the Englifh, and left them by the next peace in exchange for Surinam, 
the old inhabitants were allowed either to remain at New York, and to enjoy all the 
privileges and immunities which they were poffeffed of before, or to leave the place 
with all their goods: moft of them chofe the former; and therefore the inhabi- 
tants, both of the.town and of the province belonging to it, are yet for the greateft 
part Dutchmen, who ftill, efpecially the old people, fpeak their mother tongue. 

They begin, however, by degrees, to change their manners and opinions ; chiefly 
indeed in the town and in its neighbourhood, for moft of the young people now {peak 
principally Englifh, and go only to the Englifh church ; and would even take it amifs 
if they were called Dutchmen and not Englifhmen. 

Though the province of New York has been inhabited by Europeans much longer 
than Penfylvania, yet it is not by far fo populous as that colony. ‘This cannot be 
afcribed to any particular difcouragement arifing from the nature of the foil, for that 
is pretty good ; but I was told of a very different reafon, which I will mention here. 
In the reign of Queen Anne, about the year 1709, many Germans came hither, who 
‘got a tract of land from the government, on which they might fettle. After they had 
Tived there for fome time, and had built houfes and churches, and made corn-fields and 
meadows, their liberties and privileges were infringed, and, under feveral pretences they 
were repeatedly deprived of parts of their land. ‘This at laft roufed the Germans ; they 
returned violence for violence, and beat thofe who thus robbed them of their pofleffions. 
But thefe proceedings were looked upon in a very bad light by the government; the 
moft aétive people among the Germans being taken up, they were very roughly treated, 
and punifhed with the utmoft rigour of the law. This, however, fo far exafperated the 
re(t that the greater part of them left their houfes and fields, and went to efttle in 
Penfylvania ; there they were exceedingly well received, got a confiderable tract of 
land, and were indulged in great privileges, which were given them for ever. ‘The 
Germans, not fatisfied with being themfelves removed from New York, wrote to their 
relations and friends, and advifed them, if ever they intended to come to America, 
not to go to New York, where the government had fhewn itfelf fo unequitable. This 
advice had fuch influence that the Germans, who afterwards went in great numbers 
to North America, conftantly avoided New York, and always went to Penfylvania. It 
fometimes happened that they were forced to go on board {uch fhips as were bound to 
New York ; but they were {carce got on fhore, when they haftened on to Penfylvania, 
in fight of all the inhabitants of New York. 

But the want of people in this province may likewife be accounted for in a different 
manner. As the Dutch, who firft cultivated this country, obtained the liberty of 
ftaying here bythe treaty with England, and of enjoying all their privileges and 
advantages without the leaft limitation, each of them took a very large piece of ground 
for himfelf ; and many of the more powerful heads of families made themlelves the 
poffeflors and matters of a country of as great an extent as would be fufficient to form 
a middling and even a great parifh. Moft of them being very rich, their envy of the 
Englith led them not to fell them any land but at an exceffive rate; a practice which 
is ftill punétually obferved among their defcendants. The Englifh, therefore, as well 
as people of different nations, have little encouragement to fettle here. On the other 
hand, they have fufficient opportunity in the other provinces to purchafe land at a 
more moderate price, and with more fecurity to themfelves. It is not then to be 
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wondered that.fomany parts of New Yorkare ftill uncultivated, and have entirely. the 
appearance of deferts. This inftance may teach us how much a {mall miftake in a 
government will injure population. ; 

Nov. 3d. About noon we fet out from New York on our return; and, continuing 
our journey, we arrived at Philadelphia on the fifth of November. ee 

In the neighbourhood of this capital (of Penfylvania) the people had a month ago 
made their cyder, which they were obliged to do, becaufe their apples were fo ripe as 
to drop from the trees. But on our journey’through New York we obferved the 
people ftill employed in prefling out the cyder. This is a plain proof, that in Pen- 
fylvania the apples are fooner ripe than in New York ; but whether this be owing to 
the nature of the foil, or a greater heat of the fummer in Philadelphia, or to fome 
other caufe, I know not. However, there is not the leaft advantage in making cyder 
fo early ; for long experience had taught the hufbandmen that it is. worfe for being 
made carly in the year ; the great heat in the beginning of autumn being faid to hinder 
the fermentation of the juice. : 

There is a certain quadruped which is pretty common not only in Penfylvania but 
likewife in other provinces both of South and North America, and goes by the name 
of polecat among the Englith, In New York they generally call it fkunk.: The 
Swedes here, by way of nickname, called it fifkatta, on account of the horrid ftench 
it fometimes caufes, as I fhall prefently fhow. The French in Canada, for the fame 
reafon, call it béte puante, or ftinking animal, and enfant du diable, or child of the 
devil. .Some of them likewife call it pekan: Catefby, in his Natural Hiftory’ of | 
Carolina, has defcribed it in Vol. ii. p.62. by the name of putorius Americanus 
ftriatus, and drawn in plate 62. Dr. Linnazus calls it viverra putorius. This animal 
which is very fimilar to the marten, is of about the fame fize, and commonly black; 
on the back it has a longitudinal. white {tripe, and two others on each fide, parallel to 
the former. Sometimes, but very feldom, fome are feen which are quite white. On 
our return to Philadelphia, we faw one of thefe animals not far from town, near a 
farmer’s houfe, killed by dogs; and afterwards I had, during my ftay in thefe parts, 
feveral opportunities of feeing it, and of hearing its qualities. It keeps its young ones 
in holes in the ground, and in hollow. trees; for it does not confine itfelf to the ground, 
but climbs up trees with the greateft agility : itis a great enemy to birds, for it breaks 
their eggs, and devours their young ones; and if it can get into a hen-rooft, it foon 
deftroys all its inhabitants. 

This animal has a particular quality by which it is principally known: when it is 
purfued by men or dogs, it runs at firft as faft as it can, or climbs upon a tree; but 
if it is fo befet by its purfuers as to have no other way of making its efcape, it {quirts 
its urine upon them. This, according to fome, it does by wetting its tail with the 
urine, whence, by a fudden motion, it featters it abroad; but others believe, that ic 
could fend its urine equally far without the help of its tail: I find the former of thefe 
accounts to be themoft likely. For fome credible people affured me, that they have had 
their faces wetted with it all over, though they ftood above eighteen feet off from the 
animal, The urine has fo horrid a ftench that nothing can equal it : it is fomething 
like that of the cranefbill, or Linnacus’s geranium robertianum, but infinitely ftronger. 
If you come near a polecat when it fpreads its ftench you cannot breathe for a while, 
and it feems as if you were {tifled; and in cafe the urine comes into the eyes, a perfon 
is likely to be blinded. Many dogs that in a chace purfue the pulecat very eagerly, 
run away as faft as they can when they are wetted; however, if they be of the true 
breed, they will not give over the purfuit till they have caught and killed the polecat : 
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but they are obliged now and then to rub their nofes in the ground in order to relieve 
themfelves. : 7 

Clothes which have been wetted by this animal retain the fmell for more than a. 
month, unlefs they be covered with frefh foil, and fuffered to remain under it for 
twenty-four hours together, when it will, in a great meafure, be removed. ‘Chofe 
likewife who have got any of this urine upon their face and hands, rub them with loofe 
earth ; and fome even hold their hands in the ground for ah hour, as wafhing will not 
help them fo foon. A certain man of rank, who had by accident been wetted by the 
polecat, ftunk fo ill, that on going into a houfe, the people either ran away, or, on 
his opening the door, rudely denied him entrance. Dogs that have hunted a pelecat 
are fo offenfive, for fome days afterwards, that they cannot be borne in the houfe. 
At Philadelphia I once faw a great nuthber of people on a market-day, throwing at a 
dog that was fo unfortunate as to have been engaged with a polecat juft before, and to 
carry about him the tokens of its difpleafure. . Perfons when travelling through a foreft, 
are often troubled with the ftink which this creature makes; and fometimes the air is fo 
much infeéted that it is neceffary to hold one’s nofe. If the wind blows from the 
place where the polecat has been, or if it be quite calm, as at night, the {mell is more 
{trong and difagreeable. : 

In the winter of 1749, a polecat, tempted by a dead lamb, came one night near 
the farm-houfe where I then flept. Being immediately purfued by fome dogs, it had 
re€ourfe to its ufual expedient in order to get rid of them. The attempt fucceeded, 
the dogs not choofing to continue the purfuit : the ftink was fo extremely great, that, 
though I was at fome diftance, it affe€ted me in the fame manner as if I had been 
{tifled ; and it was fo difagreeable to the cattle, that it made them roar very loudly : 
however, by degrees it vanifhed. Towards the end of the fame year one of thefe animals 
got into our cellar, but no ftench was obferved, for it only vents that when it is pur. 
fued. The cook, however, found for feveral days together that fome of the meat 
which was kept there was eaten ; and fufpeéting that it was done by the cat, the fhut 
up all avenues, ‘in order to prevent their getting at it. But the next night, being 
awoke by a noife in the cellar, the went down, and, though it was quite dark, faw an 
animal with two fhining eyes, which feemed to be all on fire; fhe however refolutely 
killed it, but not before the polecat had filled the cellar with a moft dreadful ftench. 
‘The maid was fick of it for feveral days ; and all the bread, fleth, and other provifions 
kept in the cellar, were fo penetrated with it, that we could not make the leaft ufe of 
them, and were forced to throw them all away. 

From an accident that happened at New York to one of my acquaintances, I con- 
clude that the polecat either is not always very fhy, or that it fleeps very hard at night. 
This man coming home out of a wood in a fummer evening, thought that he faw a 
plant {landing before him ; ftooping to pluck it, he was to his coft convinced of his 
miftake, by being all on a fudden covered with the urine of a polecat, whofe tail, as it 
ftood upright, the good man had taken for a plant : the creature had taken its revenge 
io effectually that he was much at a lofs how to get rid of the ftench. 

However, though thefe animals play fuch difagreeable tricks, yet the Englifh, the 
Swedes, the French, and the Indians, in thefe parts, tame them. They follow their 
matters like domeftic animals; and never make ufe of their urine except they be very 
much beaten or terrified. When the Indians kill fuch a polecat, they always eat its 
ficth; but when they pull off its thin, they take care to cut away the bladder, that the 
Heth may not get a talte from it. Ihave fpoken with both Englifhmen and French- 

-men, who affured me that they had eaten of it, and. found it very good meat, and. 
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not much unlike the flefh of a pig. The fkin, which is pretty coarfe, and has fong 
hair, is not made ufe of by the Europeans ; but the Indians prepare it with the hair on, 
and make tobacco pouches of it, which they carry before them. 

November 6ih. In the evening I made a vifit to Mr. Bartram, and found him in 
converfation with a gentleman of Carolina, from whom | obtained feveraf particulars ; 
a few of which I will here mention. 

Tar, pitch, and rice are the chief produéts of Carolina. The foil is very fandy, 
‘ and therefore many pines and furs grow in it, from which they make tar: the firs 
which are taken for this purpofe are commonly fuch as are dried up of themfelves ; 
the people here in general not knowing how to prepare the firs by taking the bark 
off on one, or on feveral fides, as they do in Oftrobothnia. In fome parts of Carolina 
they likewife make ufe of the branches. ‘The manner of burning or boiling, as the 
man defcribes it to me, is entirely the fame as in Finland. The pitch is thus made: 
they dig a hole into the ground, and fmear the infide well with clay, into which they 
pour the tar, and make a fire round it, which is kept up till the tar has'got the con- 
fiftence of pitch. They make two kinds of tar in the North American colonies : one 
is the common tar, which I have above defcribed, and which is made of the ftems, 
branches, and roots, of fuch ffirs, as were already confiderably dried out before 5 
which is the moft common way in this country. The other way is peeling the bark 
from the firs on one fide, and afterwards letting them ftand another year ; during 
which the refin comes out between the cracks of the ftem. The tree is then felled 
and burnt for tar; and the tar thus made is called green tar, not that there is that 
difference of colour init, for in this refpeét they are both pretty much alike; but the 
latter 8 called fo from being made of green and frefh trees ; whereas common tar is 
made of dead trees: the burning is done in the fame manner as in Finland. They ufe 
only black firs ; for the white firs will not ferve this purpofe, though they are excellent 
for boards, mafts, &c. Green tar is dearer than common tar. It is already a 
pretty general complaint, that the fir woods are almoft wholly deftroyed’ by this 

ractice. 

i Rice is planted in great quantity in Carolina ; it fucceeds beft in marfhy and fwampy 
grounds, which may be laid under water, and likewife ripens there the fooneft. 
‘Where thefe cannot be had, they muft choofe a dry foil; but the rice produced here, 
will be much inferior to the other; the land on which it is cultivated muft never be 
manured. Jn Carolina they fow it in the middle of April, and it is ripe in September: 
it is planted in rows like peafe, and commonly fifteen inches fpace is left between the 
rows ; as foon as the plants are come up, the field is laid under water. This not only 
greatly forwards the growth of the rice, but likewife kills all weeds, fo as to 
render weeding unneceflary. ‘The ftraw of rice is {aid to be excellent food for cattle, 
who eat it very greedily. Rice requires a hot climate, and therefore it will not 
fucceed well in Virginia, the fummer there being too fhort, and the winter too cold 5 
and much lefs will it grow in Penfylvania. They are as yet ignorant in Carolina 
of the art of making arrack from rice: it is chiefly South Carolina that produces the 
greateft quantity of rice; and on the other hand they make the moft tar in North 
Carolina. . 

Nov. 7th. The ftranger from Carolina, whom I have mentioned before, had met 
with many oyfter fhells at the bottom ofa well, feventy Englith miles diftant from the 
fea, and four from a river: they lay in a depth of fourteen Englifh feet from the 
furface of the eamh: the water in the well was brackith; but that in the river was. 
frefh. ‘The fame man, had at the building of a faw-mill, a mile anda half froma river; 
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found, firft fand and then clay filled with oyfter hells. Under thefe he found fevcral 
- bill of fea-birds as he called them, which were already quite petrified: they were 
probably gloffopetre. : 

There are two f{pecies of foxes in the Englifh colonies, the one grey and the other 
red: but fig the fequel I fhall fhew that there are others which fometimes appear in 
Canada. ‘The grey foxes are here conftantly, and are very common in Penfylvania and 
in tlre fouthern provinces: in the northern ones they are pretty fcarce, and the French 
in Canada call them Virginian foxes on that account: in fize they do not quite come 
up to our foxes. They do no harm to lambs: but they prey upon all forts of poul- 
try, whenever they can come atthem. ‘They do not however feem to be looked upon 
as animals that caufe a great deal of damage; for there is no reward given for killing 
them: their fkin is greatly fought for by hatters, who employ the hair in their work. 
People have their clothes lined with it fometimes: the greafe is ufed againft all forts of 
rheumatic pains. Thefe foxes are faid to be lefs nimble than the red ones: they are 
fometimes tamed; though they be not fuffered to run about, but are tied up. Mr. 
Catefby has drawn and defcribed this fort of foxes in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, 
by the name of the grey American fox, vol.2. p. 78. tab. 78. A fkin of it was fold in 
Philadelphia for two fhillings and fixpence in Penfylvanian currency. 

The red foxes are very fcarce here: they are entirely the fame with the European 
fort. Mr. Bartram and feveral others affured me, that, according to the unanimous 
teftimony of theIndians, this kind of foxes never was in the country before the Euro-" 
peans fettled in it. But of the manner of their coming over I have two different ac- 
counts: Mr. Bartram and feveral other people were told by the Indians, that thefe 
foxes came into America foon after the arrival of the Europeans, after an extraordinary 
cold winter, when all the fea to the northward was frozen: from whence they would 
infer, that they could perhaps get over to America upon the ice, from Greenland or 
the northern parts of Europe and Afia. But Mr. Evans, and fome others, affured me, 
that the following account was {till known by the people. A gentleman of fortune in 
New England, who had a great inclination for hunting, brought over a great number of 
foxes from Europe, and let them loofe in his territories, that he might be able to in- 
dulge his paflion for hunting*. This is faid to have happened almoft at the very begin- 
ning of New England’s being peopled with European inhabitants. ‘Thefe foxes were be- 
lieved to have fo multiplied, that all the red foxes in the country were their offspring. 
At prefent they are reckoned among the noxious creatures in thefe parts; for they are 
not contented, as the grey foxes, with killing fowl; but they likewife devour the lambs. 
In Penfylvania therefore ghere is a reward of two fhillings for killing an old fox, and of 
one fhilling for killing a young one. And in all other provinces there are likewife re- 
wards offered for killing them. Their fkin is in great requeft, and is fold as dear as 
that of the grey foxes, that is, two fhillings and fix-pence in Penfylvanian currency. 

* Neither of thefe accounts appear to be fatisfaGery ; and therefore I am inclined to believe that thefe 
red foxes originally came over from Afia, (moft probably from Kamtchatka, where this fpecies is common. 
See Miller’s account of the navigations of the Ruffians, &c.) though in remote times, and thus {pread over 
North America. It is perhaps true that the Indians never took notice of them till the Europeans were 
fettled among them; this, however, was becaufe they never had occafion to ufe their ikins: but when there 
was a demand for thefe they began to hunt them, and, as they had not been much accuftomed to them 
before, they efleemed them as a novelty. What gives additional confirmation to this is, that when the 
Ruffians, under Commodore Bering, landed on the weftern coait of America, they faw five red foxes which 
were quite tame, and fcemed not to be in the leaft afraid of men: now this might very well have been the 
cafe, if “we fuppofe them to have been for many generations in a place where nobody diflurbed, them ; but 


we cannot account for it, if we imagine that they had been ufed to a country where there were many ine 
habitants, or where they had been much hunted. F. : 
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__ They have two forts of wolves here, which however feem to be of the fame fpecies.: 
For fome of them are yellowilh, or almoft pale grey, and others are black or dark 
brown. All the old Swedes related, that during their childhood, and ftill more at the 
arrival of their fathers, there were exéeffive numbers of wolves in the country, and that 
their howling and yelping might be heard all night. They likewife frequently tore in 
pieces, fheep, hogs, and other young and fmall cattle. About that time or foon after, 
when the Swedes and the Englith were quite fettled here, the Indians were attacked by 
the {mall-pox : this difeafe they got from the Europeans, for they knew nothing of it 
before: it killed many hundreds of them, and moft Sf the Indians, of the country, then 
called New Sweden, died of it. Thé wolves then came, attracted by the ftench of fo 
many corpfes, in fuch great numbers that they devoured them all, and: even attacked 
the poor fick Indians in their huts, fo that the few healthy ones had enough to do to 
drive them away ; but fince that time they have difappeared, fo that they are now fel- 
dom feen, and it is very rarely that they commit any difordcers. This is attributed to the 
greater cultivation of the country, and to their being killed in great numbers. But fur- 
ther up the country, where it is not yet fo much inhabited, they are {till very abundant. 
On the coafts of Penfylvania and New Jerfey, the theep ftay-all night in the fields, with. 
out the people’s fearing the wolves: however, to prevent their multiplying too much, 
there is a reward of twenty fhillings in Penfylvania, and of thirty in New Jerfey, for: 
delivering in a dead wolf, and the perfon that brings it may keep the fhkin. But for a. 
young wolf the reward is only ten thillings of the Penfylvanian currency.. There are 
examples of thefe wolves being made as tame as dogs. 

The wild oxen have their abode principally in the woods of Carolina, which are far 
up in the country. The inhabitants frequently hunt them, and falt their flefh like 
common beef, which is eaten by fervants and the lower clafs of people. But the hide 
is of little ufe, having too large pores tobe made ufe of for fhoes. However the poorer 
people in, Carolina fpread thefe hides on the ground inftead. of beds. 

The vifcum filamentofum, or fibrous mifletoe, is found in abundance in Carolina; 
the inhabitants make ufe of it as ftraw in their beds, and to adorn their houfes; the 
cattle are very fond of it> it is likewife employed in packing goods. 

The {partium fcoparium grew in Mr. Bartram’s garden from Englifh feeds; he faid 
that he had feveral bufhes of it, but that the froft in the cold winters here had killed 
moft of them : they however grow fpontaneoufly in Sweden. 

Mr. Bartram had fome truffles, or Linnzus’s lycoperdon tuber; which he had. got 
out of a fandy foil in New Jerfey, where they are abundant. Thefe he: fhewed to his 
friend from Carolina, and afked him whether they were the tuckahoo of the Indians. 
But the ftranger denied it, and added, that though thefe truffles were likewife very 
common in Carolina, yet he had never feen them ufed any other way but in milk, 
againft the dyfentery ; and he gave us the following defeription of the tuckahoo. It 
rrows in fevcral fwamps and marthes, and js commonly plentiful. The hogs greedily 
dig up its roots with their nofes in fuch places; and the Indians in Carolina likewife 
gather them in their rambles in the woods, dry them in the fun-fhine, grind them, and 
bake bread of them. Whilft the root is frefh it is harfh and acrid, but being dried it 
lofes the greateft part of its acrimony.. To judge by thefe qualities the tuckahoo may 
very likely be the arum virginiaznum. Compare with this account, what fhall be re- 
lated in the fequel of the tahim and tuckah. 

After dinner I again returned to town. 

Nov. 8th. Several Englifh-and Swedith ceconomifts kept bec-hives, which afforded 
their pofleffors profit: for bees fucceed very well here: the wax was for the moft part 

fold 
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fold to tradefmen: but the honey they made ufe of in their own families, in. different’ 
ways. -The-people were unanimous, that the common bees were fot in North America: 
before the arrival of the Europeans ; but that they were firft brought over by the Eng-. 
lith who fettled here. he Indians likewife generally declare, that their fathers had 

never feen any bees either in the woods or any where elfe, before the Europeans had 

been feveral years fettled here. ‘Uhis is further confirmed by the name which the 

Indians give them: for having no particular name for them in their languages they call 

them Englifh flies, becaufe the Englith firft brought them over; but at prefent they fly 

plentifully about the woods of Wofth America. However it has been obferved, that: 
the bees always, when they fwarm, fpread to the fouthward, and never to the north- 
ward. It feems as if they do not find the latter countries fo good for their conftitution : 

therefore they cannot ftay in Canada, and all that have been carried over thither, died 

in winter. It feemed to me as. if the bees in America were fomewhat fmaller than ours 

in Sweden. ‘They have not yet been foundin the woods on-the other fide of the Blue 

Mountains, which confirms the opinion of their being brought to America of late. A: 
man told Mr. Bartram, that on his travels in the woods of North America, he had 

found another fort of bees, which, inftead of feparating their wax and honey, mixed it 

both together in a great bag. But this account wants both.clearing up and con- 

firming. ; 

Nov. goth. All the old Swedes and Englithmen, born in America, whom I ever 
queftioned, afferted that there were not near fo many birds fit for eating at prefent, as 
there ufed to. be when they were children, and that their decreafe was vifible. They 
even faid, that they had heard their fathers complain of this, in whofe childhood the 
bays, rivers, and brooks were quite covered with all forts of water fowl, fuch as wild 
geefe, ducks, and the like. But at prefent_there is fometimes not a.fingle bird upon 
them ; about fixty or feventy years ago, a fingle perfon could kill eighty ducks in a 
morning ; but at prefent you frequently. wait in vain fora fingle one. A Swede above 
ninety years old affured me, that he had. in his youth killed twenty-three ducks at a 
fhot. 

‘This.good luck nobody is likely to have at. prefent, as-you-are forced to ramble 
about for a. whole day without getting a-fight of more than three or four. Cranes * 
at that time came hither by hundreds in the fpring : at prefent there are but very few. 
The wild turkeys and the birds, which the Swedes in this country call partridges and 
hazcl-hens, were in whole flocks in the woods. But at this time a perfon is tired with. 
walking before he can ftart-a fingle bird. ; 

The caufe of this diminution is not difficult to find. Before the arrival of the 
Europeans, the country was uncultivated, and full of great forefts. The few. Indians 
that lived here feldem difturbed the birds ; they carried on no trade among themfelves, 
iron and guapowder were unknown to them. One hundredth part of the fowl which 
at that time were fo plentiful here, would have fufficed to feed the few inhabitants; and 
confidering that-they cultivated their fmall maize fields, caught fifh, hunted ftags, bea- 
vers, bears, wild cattle, and other animals whofe flefh was delicious to them, it will foon 
appear how little they difturbed the birds. But fince the arrival of great crouds of 
Europeans, things are greatly changed ; the country is well peopled, and the woods 
are cut down ; the people increafing in this country, they have by hunting and fhooting 


* When Captaia Amadas, the firft Englifhman that ever landed in North America, fet foot on fhore (to 
uf his own words) fuch a flock of cranes (the mott part white) arofe under us with fuch a cry, redoubled 
by many echoes, as if an army of men had shouted altogether. 
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in part extirpated the birds, in part feared them away: in fpring the people ftill take 
both eggs, mothers, and young indifferently, becaufe no regulations are made to the 
contrary ; and if any had been made, the fpirit of freedom which prevails in the 
country would not fuffer them to be obeyed. But though the eatable birds have been 
diminifhed greatly, yet there are others, which have rather increafed than decreafed in 
number fince the arrival of the Europeans: this can moft properly be faid of a fpecies 
of daws, which the Englifh call blackbirds *, and the Swedes, maize thieves; Dr. 
Linnzeus calls them gracula quifcula; and together with them, the feveral forts of 
{quirrels among the quadrupeds have {pread ; for tMefe-and the former live chiefly upon 
maize, or at leaft they are moft greedy of it. But as population increafes, the cul- 
tivation of maize increafes, and of courfe the food of the above mentioned animals is 
more plentiful: to this it is to be added, that thefe latter are rarely eaten, and there- 
fore they are more at liberty to multiply their kind. There are likewife other birds 
which are not eaten, of which at prefent there are nearly as many as there were before 
the arrival of the Europeans. On the other hand, I heard great complaints of the 
great decreafe of eatable fowl, not only in this province, but in all the parts of North 
America, where I have been. 

Aged people had experienced that with the fith, which I have juft mentioned of the 
birds : in their youth, the bays, rivers, and brooks, had fuch quantities of fifh, that at 
one draught in the morning they caught as many as a horfe was able to carry home. 
But at prefent things are greatly altered ; and they often work in vain all the night 
long with’ all their fithing tackle. The caufes of this decreafe of fith are partly the 
fame with thofe of the diminution of the number of birds ; being of late caught by a 
greater variety of contrivances, and in different manners than before. The numerous - 
mills on the rivers and brooks likewife contribute to it in part; for it has been obferved 
here, that the fifh go up the river in order to fpawn in a fhallow water ; but when they 
meet with works that prevent their proceeding, they turn back and never come again. 
Of this I was affured by a man of fortune at Bofton: his father was ufed to catch a 
number of herrings throughout the winter, and almoft always in f{ummer, in a river, 
upon his country feat: but he having built a mill with a dyke in this water, they were 
loft. In this manner they complained here.and every where of the decreafe of fith. 
Old people afferted the fame in regard “to oyfters at New York; for though they are 
{till taken in confiderable quantity, and are as big and as delicious as can be withed, yet 
all the oyfter-catchers own, that the number diminifhes greatly every year; the moft 
natural caufe of it is probably the immoderate catching of them at all times of the 

ear. 

Mr. Franklin told me, that in that part of New England where his father lived, two 
rivers fell into the fea, in one of which they caught great numbers of herrings, and in 
the other not one. Yet the places where thefe rivers difcharged themfelves into the 
fea were not far afunder. ‘They had obferved that when the herrings came in {pring 
to depofit their fpawn, they always {wam up the river, where they ufed to catch them, 
but never came into the other. ‘This circumftance led Mr. Franklin’s father, who was 
fettled between the two rivers, to try whether it was not poflible to make the herrings 
likewile live in the other river. For that purpofe he put out his nets, as they were 
coming up for fpawning, and he caught fome. He took the {pawn out of them, and 
carefully carried it acrofs the land into the other river. 1t was hatched, and the con- 
fequence was, that every year afterwards they caught more herrings in that river; and 


* Properly fhining blackbirds. hi 
this 
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- this is ftill the cafe. ‘This leads one to believe that the fith always like to fpawn in the 
fame place where they were hatched, and from whence they firft put out to fea; being 
as it were accuftomed to it. : 

The following is another peculiar obfervation. It has never formerly been known 
that codfifh were to be caught at Cape Hinlopen: they were always caught at the 
mouth of the Delaware; but at prefent they are numerous in the former place. From 
hence it may be concluded, that fifh likewile change their places of abode of their own 
accord. 

A captain of a fhip who had-bedn in Greenland, afferted from his own experience, 
that on pafling the feventieth degree of north latitude, the fummer heat was there much 
greater than it is below that degree. From hence he concluded, that the fammer heat 
at the pole itfelf mug be {till more exceflive, fince the fun fhines there for fuclp a long 
fpace of time without ever fetting. The fame account, with fimilar confequences 
drawn from thence, Mr. Franklin had heard of the fhip-captains in Bofton, who had 
failed to the moft northern parts of this hemifphere. But ftill more aftonifhing is the 
account he got-from Captain Henry Atkins, who ftill lives at Bofton. He had for 
fome time been upon the fithery along the coafts of New England. But not catching 
as much as he withed, he failed north, as far as Greenland. At laft he went fo far, that 
he difcovered people, who had never feen Europeans before (and what is more aftonith- 
ing) who had no idea of the ufe of fire, which they had never employed 5 and if they 
had known it, they could have made no ufe of their knowledge, as there were no trees 
inthe country. But they eat the birds and fith which they caught quite raw. Captain 
Atkins got fome very fcarce {kins in exchange for fome trifles. 

It is already known from feveral accounts of voyages, that to the northward neither 
trees nor bufhes, nor any ligneous plants, are to be met with, fit for burning. But is 
it not probable that the inhabitants of fo defolate a country, like other northern nations 
which we know, burn the train-oil of fifhes, and the fat of animals in lamps, in order 
to boil their meat, to warm their fubterraneous caves in winter, and to light them in 
thé darkeft-feafon of the year? elfe their darknefs would be infupportable. 

Nov. 11th. In feveral writings we read of a large animal, which is to be met with 
in New England, and other parts of North America. They fometimes dig very long 
and branched horns out of the ground in Ireland, and nobody in that country, or any 
where elfe in the world, knows an animal that has fuch horns. This has induced many 
people to believe that it is the moofe-deer, fo famous in North America, and that 
the horns found were of animals of this kind, which had formerly lived in that 
ifland, but were gradually deftroyed. It has even been concluded, that Ireland, 
in diftant ages, either was connected with North America, or that a number of 
little iflands, which, are loft at prefent, made a chain between them. ‘This led me to 
enquire, whether an animal with fuch exceffive great horns, as are defcribed to the 
moofe-deer, had ever been feen in any part of this country. Mr. Bartram told me,, 
that, notwithftanding he had carefully enquited to that purpofe, yet there was no perfon 
who could give him any information which could be relied upon; and therefore, he was 
entirely of opinion, that there was no fuch an animal in North America. Mr. Franklin 
related, that he had, when a boy, feen two of the animals which they call moofe-deer, 
but he well remembered that they were not near of fuch a fize as they muft have been, 
if the horns found in Ireland were to fit them: the two animals which he.faw, were 
brought to Bofton, in order to be fent to England to Queen Anne. ‘The height of the 
dnimal up to the back was that of a pretty tall horfe, but the head and its horns were 
{till higher : Mr. Dudley has given a defcription of the moofe-deer which is found in: 

Nineth, 
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North America. On my travels in Canada, I often enquired of the Frenchmen, whre- 
ther there had ever been feen fo large an animal in this country, as fome people fay there 
is in North America, and with fuch great horns as are fometimes dug out in Ireland. 
But I was always told, that they had never heard -of it, and much lefs feen it: fome 
added, that if there was fuch an animal, they certainly muft have met with it-in fome 
of their excurfions in the woods. There are elks here, which are either of the fame 
fort with the Swedifh ones, or a variety of them: of thefe they often catch fome which 
are larger than common, whence perhaps the report of the very large animal with ex- 
ceflive horns in North America firft had its rife. ‘Thefe elks are called orignals by the 
French in Canada, which name they have borrowed from the Indians-: perhaps Dud- 
ley, in defcribing the moofe-deer, meant no other animals than thefe large elks *, 

Mr. Pranklin gave mea piece of a ftone, which, on account of its indeftrudtibility in 
the fire, is made ufe of in New England for-making melting furnaces and forges. 

It confifts of a mixture of lapis ollaris, or ferpentine ftone, and of afbeft. The greateft 
part of it is a grey ferpentine ftone, which is tat and {mooth to the touch, and is eafily 
cut and worked. Here and there are fome glittering fpeckles of that fort of afbeit, 
whofe fibres come from a-center like rays, or ftar afbeft. This ftone is not found in 
itrata or folid rocks, but here and there feattered on the fields. 

Another ftone is called foapftone by many of the Swedes, being as fmooth as foap 
onthe outfide. They make ufe.of it for rubbing fpots out of their cloaths. It might 
be called faxum talcofum particulis {pataceis granatifque immixtis, or € talc with mixed 
particles of {par and garnets. A more exaét defcription I referve for another work. 
At prefent I only ‘add, that the ground.-colour is pale green, with fome dark fpots, and 
fometimes.a few of a greenifh hue. It is very fmooth to the touch, and runs always 
waved. Itis likewife eafily fawed and cut, though it is not very fmooth. I have feen 
large {tones of it which were a fathom and more long, proportionably broad, and com- 
monly fix inches or a foot deep. But I cannot determine any thing of their original 
fize, as I have not been at the place where they are dug, and have only feen the ftones 
at Philadelphia, which are brought there ready cut. The particles of talc in this {tone 
are about thirty times as many as thofe of {par and garnet. It is found in many parts of" 
the country, for example, in the neighbourhood of Chefter in Penfylvania. The Eng- 
lifh likewite call it foapftone t, and it is likely that the Swedes have borrowed that name 
from them. 

This {tone was chiefly employed in the following manner. Firft, the people took 
{pots out of their cloaths with it, But, for this purpofe, the whole ftone is not equally 
ufeful, for it includes in its clear particles fome dark ones which confit wholly of fer- 
pentine ftone, and may eafily be cut with a knife; fome of the loofe ftone js fcraped. 
off like a powder, and {trewed upon a greafy fpot, in filk or any other ftuff; this im- 
bibes the greafe,and after rubbing off the powder the {pot difappears: and as this ftone is 
likewife very durable in the fire, the country people make their hearths with it, efpecially 
the place where the fire lies, and where the heat is the greatelt, for the ftone ftands 


‘® What gives itil more weight to Mr. Kalm’s opinion-of the elk being the moofe-deer, is, the name 
roufu, which the Algonkins give to the elk, as Mr. Kalm himfelf obferves in the fequel of his work ; and 
-this circumftance-is the more-remarkable,as the Algonkins, before the Irokeefe, or Five Nations, got fo great 
a power in America, were the moft powerful-nation in the northern part of this continent ; infomuch that, 
though they be now reduced.to an inconfiderable number, their language is however a kind of univerfal 
language in North America; fo that there is no doubt that the elk is the famous moofe-deer. F. 

t Itfeems to’be either the fubftance commonly called French-chalk, or pethaps the foap rock, which is 
common in Cornwall, near the Lizard point, and which confifts, befides of fome particles of tale, chiefly of 
an earth like magnefia ; which latter, with acid of vitriol, yields an earthy vitriolic falt, or Epforn falt. F. 
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the ftrongeft fire. Ifthe people can get a fufficient ‘quantity of this ftone, they lay 
the fteps before the houfes with it, inftead of.bricks, which are generally ufed for that 
urpofe. 

‘i ‘Phe walls round the court-yards, gardens, burying-places, and thofe for the floping 
cellar-doors towards the ftreet, which are all commonly built of brick, are covered 
with a coping of this ftone ; for it holds excellently againft all the effects of the fun, 
air, rain, and f{torm, and does not decay, but fecures the brick Ona account of this 
quality, people commonly get the door-pofts, in which their hinges are faltened, made 
of this tone; and in feveral public buildings, fuch as the houfe of afiembly for the 
province, the whole lower wall is built of it, and in other hovfes the corners are laid 
out with it. 

The falt which is nfed in the Englifh North American colonies, is brought from the 
Welt Indies. ‘he Indians have in fome places falt fprings, from which they get falt 
by boiling. 1 fhall in the fequel have occafion to defcribe fome of them. Mr. Frank- 
lin was of opinion, that the people in Penfylvania could eafier make good falt of fea 
water, than in New England, where fometimes falt is made of the fea water on their 
coaft ; though their fituation is more northerly. Lcad-ore has been difcovered in 
Penfylvania, but as it is_not to be met with in quagtity, nobody ever attempted to ufe 
it. Loadftones of confiderable goodnefs have likewife been found; and I myfelf 
poffefs feveral pretty pieces of them. 

fron is dug in fuch great quantities in Penfylvania, and in the other American pro- 
vinces of the Fnglifh, that they could provide with that commodity not only England, 
but almoft all Europe, and perhaps the greater part of the globe. The ore is here 
_commonly infinitely eafier got in the mines than our Swedifh ore. For in many places, 
with a pick-axe, acrow-foot, and a wooden club, it is got with the fame eafe with 
which a hole can be made in a hard foil: in many places the people know nothing of 
boring, blafting, and firing ; and the ore is likewife very fufible. Of this ‘iron they 
get fuch quantities, that not only the numerous inhabitants of the colonies themfelves 
have enough of it, but great quantities are fent to the Welt Indies, and they have lately 
began even to trade to Europe with it. ‘Uhis iron is reckoned better for fhip-building 
than our Swedifh iron, or any other, becaufe falt water does not corrode it fo much. 
Some people believed, that, without reckoning the freight, they could fell their iron in 
England at a lower rate than any other nation efpecially when the country, becomes 
bettcr peopled, and labour cheaper. 

The mountain flax *, or that kind of ftone, which Bithop Browallius calls amiantus 
fibris feparabilibus molliufculis, im his letures on- mineralogy, which were publifhed 
in 1739. ot the amiant with foft fibres, which can eafily be {eparated, is found abund- 
antly in Penfylvania. Some pieces are very foft, others pretty tough: Mr.-Franklin 
told me, that, twenty and fome odd years ago, when he made a voyage to England, 
he had a litr!e purfe with, him, made of the mountain flax of this country, which he 
prefented to Sir Hans Sloane. TI have likewife feen paper made of this {tone ; and I 
have likewile received fome {mall pieces of it, which ] keep in my cabinet. Mr. Frank- 
lin had been told by others, that, on expofing this mountain flax to the open “tir in 
winter, and leaving it in the cold and wet, it would grow together, and more fit for 
fpinning. But he did not venture to determine how far this opinion was grounded. 





* Amiantus {Atbeitus) fibrofus, fibris feparabilibus flexilibus tenacibus, Linn. Syft, Nat. p55. 
- Amiantus fabris moltibus parallelis facile feparabilibus, Wall. Min. 140 
Mountain flax, linum moutanum, Forfter’s Mineralogy, p.17. F. 
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On this cccafion he related a very pleafant accident which happened to him with: this 
mountain flax: he had, feveral years ago, got.a piece of it, which he gave to one of 
his journeymen printers, in order to get-it made into a fheet at the paper mill. As foon 
as the fellow brought the paper, Mr. Franklin rolled it up, and threw it into the fire, 
telling the journeyman he would fee a miracle, a fheet of paper which did not burn : 
the ignorant fellow afferted the contrary, but was greatly aftonifhed upon feeing him- 
felf convinced. Mr. Franklin then explained to him, though not very clearly, the 
peculiar qualities of the paper. As foon as he was gone, fome of his acquaintance 
came in, who immediately knew the paper. The journeyman thought he would thew 
them a great curiofity and aftonifh them. He accordingly told them, that he had 
curioufly made a fheet of paper which would not burn, though it was thrown into 
the fire. They pretended to think it impoffible, and he as ftrenuoufly maintained his 
affertion. At laft they laid a wager about it; but whilft he was bufy with ftirrng up 
the fire, the others lily befmeared the paper with fat: the journeyman, who was not 
aware of it, threw it into the fire, and that moment it was all in flames: this aftonifhed 
him fo much, that he was almoft fpeechlefs ; upon which they could not help laughing, 
and fo difcovered the whole artifice. : 

In feveral houfes of the town, a number of little ants run about, living under 
ground, and in holes in the wall. ‘The length of their bodies is one geometrical line. 
Their colour is either black or dark red: they have the cuftom of carrying off {weet 
things, if they can come at them, in common with the ants of other countries. Mr. 
Franklin was much inclined to believe that thefe little infeéts could by fome means 
‘communicate their thoughts or defires to each other, and he confirmed his opinion by 
fome examples. When an ant finds fome fugar, ir runs immediately under ground 
to its hole, where, having ftayed a little while, a whole army comes out, unites and 
marches to the place where the fugar is, and carries it off by pieces; or if an ant meets 
with a dead fly, which it cannot carry alone, it immediately haftens home, and fcon 
after fome more come out, creep to the fly, and carry it away. Some time ago 
Mr. Franklin put a little carthen pet’ with treacle into a clofet. A number of ants 
got into the pot, and devoured the treacle very quickly. But as he obferved it, he 
ihook them out, and tied the-pot with a thin ftring toa nail which he had faftcned in 
the ceiling ; fo that the pot hang down by the firing. A fingle ant by chance remained 
inthe pot: this ant eat till it was fatisfied ; but when it wanted to get off, it was under 
great concern to find its way out: it ran about the bottom of the pot, but in vain: at laft 
it found, after many attempts, the way to get to the ceiling by the ftring. After it was 
come there, it ran to the wall, and from thence to the ground. It had bardly been away 
for half an hour, when a great fwarm of ants came out, got up to the ceiling, and crept 
along the ftring into the pot, and began to eat again : this they continued till the treacie 
was all eaten : in the mean time, one fwarm running down the ftring, and the other up, 

Nov. 12th. A man of fortune, who has long been in this province, afferted, that, 
by twenty years experience, he had found a confirmation of what other peopie have 
obferved with regard to the weather, viz. that the weather in winter was commonly 
foretold by that on the firft of November, old ftile, or twelve new ftile; if that 
whole day be fair, the next winter will bring but little rain and fnow along with it; 
but if the firft half of the day be clear, and the other cloudy, the beginning of winier 
would accordingly be fair, but its end, and fpring,*woull turn out rigorous and 
difagreeable : of the fame kind were the other prefages. I have likewife in other 
places heard of fimilar figns of the weather ; but as a mature judgment greatly sic 

me 
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the confidence in them, fo the meteorological obfervations. have fufficiently fhewn, how 
infinitely often thefe prophecies have failed. ‘ 

Penfylvania abounds in fprings, and you commonly meet with a fpring of clear 
avater on one or the other, and fometimes on feveral fides of a mountain. The-people 
near fuch fprings ufe them for every purpofe of a fine fpring water. They alfo 
condué the water into a little ftone building near the houfe, where they can confine 
it, and bring frefh fupplies at pleafure. In fummer they place their milk, bottles of 
wine, and other liquors, in this building, where they keep cool and frefh. In many 
country houfes, the kitchen or buttery was fo fituated, that a rivulet ran under it, and 
had the water near at hand. 

Not only people of fortune, but even others that had fome poffeflions, commonly 
had fifh-ponds in the country near their houfes. ‘hey always took care that frefh water 
might run into their ponds, which is very falutary for the fifh: for that purpofe the 
ponds were placed near a fpring on a hill. 

Nov. 13th. I faw, in feveral parts of this province, a ready method of getting 
plenty of grafs to grow in the meadows. Here muft be remembered what I have 
before mentioned about the fprings, which are fometimes found on the fides of hills, 
and fometimes in vallies. ‘The meadows lie commonly in the vallies between the hills: 
_ if they are too fwampy and wet, the water is carried off by feveral ditches. But the 
fummer in Penfylvania is very hot ; and the fun often burns the grafs fo much, that 
it dries up entirely. ‘The hofbandmen therefore have been very attentive to prevent 
this in their meadows: to that purpofe they look for all the fprings in the neighbour. 
hood of a meadow; and as the rivulets flowed before by the fhorteft way into the 
vallies, they raife the water as much as poffible and neceffary, to the higher part of 
meadow, and make feveral narrow channels from the brook, down into the plain, fo 
that it is entirely watered by it. When there are fome deeper places, they frequently 
lay wooden gutters acrofs them, through which the water flows to the other fide ; and 
from thence it is again, by very narrow channels, carried to all the places where it 
feems neceffary. ‘Yo raife the water the higher, and in ordei to fpread it more, there 
are high dykes built near the fprings, between which the water rifes tll it is fo high as 
to run down where the people want it. Induftry and ingenuity went further : when 
a brook runs in a wood, with a dire€tion not towards the meadow, and it has been 
found, by levelling, and taking an exaét furvey of the land between the meadow and 
the rivulet, that the latter can be conduéted towards the former; a dyke is made, 
which hems the courfe of the brook, and the water is led round the meadow, over 
many hills, fometimes for the fpace of an Englith mile and further, partly acrofs 
vallies in wooden pipes, till at laft it is brought where it is wanted, and where it can 
be fpread as above mentioned. One that has not feen it himfelf, cannot believe how 
great a quantity of grafs there is in fuch meadows, efpecially near the little channels ; 
whilft others, which have not been thus managed, look wretchedly. The meadows 
commonly lie in the vallies, and one or more of their fides have a declivity. The 
water can therefore eafily be brought to run down in them. Thefe meadows, which 
are fo carefully watered, are commonly mowed three times every fummer. But it is 
likewife to be obferved, that fummer continues feven months here. The inhabitants 
feldom fail to employ a brook or fpring in this manner, if it is not too far fram the 
meadows to be led to them. j 

The leaves were at prefent fallen from all the trees ; both from oaks, and from all 
thofe which have deciduous leaves, and they covered the ground in the wood fix inches 
deep. The great quantity of leaves which drop annually would neceflarily feem to 
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encreafe the upper black mould greatly. However, it is not above three or four inches 
thick in the woods, and under it lays a brick-coloured clay, mixed with a fand of 
the fame colour. It is remarkable, that a foil which, in all probability, has not 
been ftirred, fhould be covered with fo little black mould: but I thall {peak of this is 
the fequal. ; 

Nov. 14th. The fquirrels, which run about plentifully in the woods, are of 
different fpecies ; I here intend to defcribe the moft common forts more accurately. 

The grey {quirrels are very plentiful in Penfylvania, and in the other provinces of 
North America. Their fhape correfponds with that of our Swedifi [quirrel ; but they 
differ from them by keeping their grey colour all the year long, and in fize bemg 
fomething bigger. The woods in all thefe provinces, and chiefly in Penfylvania, 
confift of trees with deciduous leaves, and in fuch thefe fquirrels ke to live. Ray, in 
his Synopfis Quadrupedum, p.215, and Catefby, in his Natural Wifory of Carolina, 
Vol. 2, p. 74, tab. 74, call it the Virginian greater grey fquirrci; and the latter has 
added a figure after life. The Swedes call it grao ickorn, which is the fame as the 
Englifh grey fquirrel. Their nefts are commonly in hollow trees, and are made of 
mois, ftraw, and other foft things : their food is chiefly nuts; as hazel nuts, chinquapins, 
chefnuts, walnuts, hiccory nuts, and the acorns of the different forts of oak which 
grow here ; but maize is what they are moft greedy of The ground in the woods is 
in autumn covered with acorns, and all kinds of nuts which drop from the numerous 
trees ; of thefe the {quirrels gather great ftores for winter, which they lay up in holes 
dug by them for that purpofe : they likewife carry a great quantity of them into their 
nefts. 

As foon as winter comes, the fnow and cold confines them to their holes for fe. 
veral days, efpecially when the weather is very rough. During this time they con- 
fume the little ftore which they have brought to their nefts: as foon therefore as the 
weather grows milder, they creep out, and dig out part of the ftore which they have 
laid up in the ground: of this they eat fome on the fpot, afd carry the reit into 
their nefts on the trees. We frequently obferved, that, in winter, at the eve of a 
great froft, when there had been fome temperate weather, the fquirrels, a day or 
two before the froft, ran about the woods in greater numbers than common, partly 
in order to eat their fill, and partly to ftore their nefts with a new provifion for the 
enfuing great cold, during which they did not venture to come out, but lay fnug in 
their nefts: therefore, feemg them run in the woods in greater numbers than 
ordinary, was a fafe prognoltic of an enfuing cold. 

The hogs which are here driven into the woods, whilft there is yet no fhow in them, 
often do confiderable damage to the poor fquirrels, by rooting up their ftore-holes, 
and robbing their winter provifions. Both the Indians, and the European Americans, 
take great pains to find out thefe ftore-holes, whether in trees or in the ground, as all 
the nuts they contain are choice, and not only quite ripe, but likewife not pierced by 
worms. ‘The nuts and acorns which the dormice, or mus cricetus, Linn. {tore up in 
autumn, are all in the fame condition. The Swedes relate, that, in the long’ winter, 
which happened here in the year 1741, there fell fuch a quantity of fnow, that the 
{quirrels could not get to their ftore, and many of them were ftarved to death. 

The damage which thefe animals do in the maize fields [have already defcribed : 
they do the more harm, as they do not eat all the cof, but only the inner and {weet 
part, and as it were take off the hufks. In fpring, towards the end of April, when the 
oaks were-in full flower, I once obferved a number of fquirrels on them, fometimés 
five, fix, or more in a tree, who bit off the flower-ftalks a little below the flowers, 
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and. dropt them on the ground ; whether they eat any thitg off them, or made ufe of 
them for fome other purpofe, I know not; but the ground-was quite covered with 

* oak flowers, to which part of the ftalk adhered. For this reafon the oaks do not, bear 
fo much fruit by far to feed hogs and other animals as they would otherwife do. ie 

Of all the wild animals in this country the fquirrels are fome 6f the eafieft to tame, 
efpecially when they are taken young for that purpofe. I havefeen them tamed fo far 
that they would follow the boys into the woods, and runabout every where, and when 
tired would fiton their fhoulders. Sometimes they only ran alittle way into the wood, 
and then returned home again to the little hole that had been fitted up for them. 
When they eat, they fit almoft upright, hold their food between their fore feet, and 
their tail bent upwards. When the tame ones got more than they could eat at a time, 
they carried the remainder to their habitations, and hid it amongit the wool which 
they lay upon. Such tame fquirrels fhewed no fear of ftrangers, and would fuffer 
themfelves to be touched by every body, without offering ta bite. They fometimes 
would leap upon ftrangers’ cloaths, and lie ftill on them, in order to fleep. In the 
farm-houfes, where they were kept, they played with cats and dogs: they hikewife eat 
bread. 

The wild grey {quirrels likewife hold up their tails when fitting.’ As foon as they 
perceive a man, they continually wag their tails and begin to gnafh with their teeth, 
and make a great noife, which they do not readily give over. Thofe who go a fhoot~ 
ing birds and other animals are therefore very angry at them, as this noife difcovers 
them, and alarms the game. ‘Thougha grey fquirrel does not feem to be very thy, yet, 
it is very difficult to kill, for when it perceives a man, it climbs upon a tree, and coin. 
monly chufesthe highcft about it, It then tries to hide itfelf behind the trunk, fo that 
the fhooter may not fee it, and though he goes ever fo faft round the tree, yet the 
{quirrel changes its place as quickly, if not quicker ; if two boughs bend towards each 
other, the {quirrel lies in the middle of them, and preffes itfelf fo clofe, that it is 
hardly vifible. You may then fhake the tree, throw fticks and ftones to the place 
where it lies, or {hoot at it, yet it willnever ftir. If three branches join, it takes re- 
fuge between them, and lies as clofe to them as poffible, and then it is fufficiently 
fafe. Sometimes it efcapes on a tree where there are old nefts of fquirrels, or of 
large birds ; it flips into uch, and cannot be got out, either by fhooting, throwing, 
or any thing elfe ; for the grey {quirrels feldom leap from one tree toanother, except 
extreme danger compels them. They commonly run directly up the trecs, and down 
the fame way, with their head ftraight forward. Several of them which I thot in the 
woods had great numbers of fleas. 

I have already mentioned, that thefe fquirrels ave among the animals which at 
prefent are more plentiful than they formerly were, and that the infinitely greater cul- 
tivation of maize, which is their favourite food, is the caufe of their multiplication, 
However, itis peculiar, that in fome years a greater number of {quirrels come down. 
from the higher countries into Penfylvania, and other Englifh colonies. They com- 
monly come in autumn, and are then very bufy in the woods gathering nuts and 
acorns, which they carry into hollow trees or their ftore-holes, in order to be fufficiently 
provided with food for winter. They are fo diligent in ftoring up of provifions, that 
though the nuts have been extremely plentiful this year, yet it 1s difficult to get a con- 
fiderable quantity of them. he people here pretended, from. their own experience, 
to know, that when the {quirrels came down in fuch numbers from the higher parts of 


the country, the winter enfuing was uncommonly rigorous and cold, and for that: 
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this does not always prove true, as I experienced in the autumn of the year 1749: at 
that time a great number of {quirrels came down into the colonies, yet the winter was 
very mild, and no colder than common. But it appeared that their migration was 
occafioned by the fcarcity of nuts and acorns, which happened that year in the higher 
parts of the country, ¥and obliged them to come hither for their food. ‘Therefore they . 
generally return the next year to the place from which they came. 

Some people reckon {quirrel ficth a great dainty, but the generality make no account 
of it. The fkin is good for little, yet {mall ftraps are fometimes made of it, as it is 
very tough ; others ufe it as a fur lining, for want of a better. Ladies .fhoes are like- 
wife fometimes made of it. 

The rattle-{nake often‘ devours the {quirrels, notwithftanding all their agility. This 
unwieldy creature is faid to catch fo agile an one merely by fafcination. I have never had 
an opportunity of fecing how it is done; but fo many credible people affured me of the 
truth of the fact, and afferted that they were prefent, and paid peculiar attention to it, 
that I am almoft forced to believe their unanimous accounts. The fafcination is ef- 
fected in the following manner: the fnake lies at the bottom of the tree upon which 
the fquirrel fits; its eyes are fixed upon the little animal, and from that moment it 
cannot elcape ; it begins a doleful outcry, which is fo well known, ‘that a perfon 
pafling by, on hearing it, immediately knows that it is charmed by afnake. The 
iquirrel runs up the tree a little way, comes downwards again, then goes up, and now 
comes lower again. On that occafion it has been obferved, that the fquirrel always 
goes down more than it goes up. The fhake {till continues at the root of the tree, 
with its eyes fixed onthe fquirrel, with which its attention is fo entirely taken up, that 
a perfon accidentally approaching may make a confiderable noife, without the fnake’s 
fo much as turning about. The fquirrel, as before-mentioned, comes always lower, : 
and at laft leaps down to the fnake, whofe mouth is already wide open for its re- 
ception. The poor little animal then with a piteous try runs into the fnake’s jaws, 
and is fwallowed at once, if it be not too big; but if its fize will not allow it to be 
fwallowed at once, the fnake licks it feveral times with its tongue, and by that means 
makes it fit for wallowing. Every thing elfe remarkable at this enchantment I have 
defcribed in a treatife inferted in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedifh Academy of 
Sciences, in the volume for the year 1753. I therefore am not fo circumftantial here. 
The fame power of enchanting is afcribed to that kind of {nake, which is commonly 
called the black fnake in America, and it is faid to catch and devour fquirrels in the 
fame manner as the former*. 

But thefe little animals do confiderable damage to the maize, not only whilft it is 
upon the ftalk, as I have before obferved, but even when it is brought home into the 
barns ; for if they can come at it without any obftacle, they can in a few nights bring 
a whole buthel away into their lurking holes. The government, in moft of the North 
American colonies, has therefore been obliged to offer a certain premium to be paid 
out of the common treafury, for the head of a fquirrel. It feems inconceivable 
what a fum of money has been paid for grey and black fquirrels heads, in the pro- 
vince of Penfylvania only, from the firft of January 1749 to the firlt of January 


PA 
* ns has been obferved, that only fuch {quirrels and birds as have their nefts near the place where fuch 
fnakes come to, make this pitiful noife, and are fo bufy in running up and down the tree and the 
neighbouring branches, in order to draw off the attention of the fnake from their brood, and often they 
come fo very near in order to fly away again, that being within reach of the {nakes, they are at laft bit, 
poifoned, and devoured ; and this will, I believe, perfectly account for the powers of .fafcinating birds 

and {mall creatures inthe fnakes. F. 
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17503 for when the deputies from the feveral diftrits of the province mtt, in order 
to deliberate upon the affairs of the province, each of them complained that their 
treafures were exhaufted by paying fo much for fqutirrels; for at that time the law 
had appointed a reward of threepence for each ‘{quirrel’s head. So far extended the 
vengeance taken upon thefe little creatures, i. e. upon the grey and black fquirrels. 
It was found, by cafting up accounts, that if that one year eight thoufand pounds of 
Penfylvania currency had been expended in paying thefe rewards: this I was affured 
of by a man who had looked over the accounts himfelf. 

Many people, elpecially young men, left all other employment, and went into the 
woods to fhoot {quirrels; but the government, having experienced how much three. 
pence per head took out of the treafury, fettled half that fum upon each {quirrel’s 
head. 

Flying fquirrels are a peculiar kind, which feem to be the fame with thofe which 
inhabit Finland, and which Dr. Linnzus, in his Fauna Svecica, No. 38, calls fciurus 
volans. The American flying-fquirrel at the utmoft is only a variety of that which 
we have in Finland. Catefby, in his Natural Wiftory of Carolina, vol. 2, p. 76, 77,- 
has defcribed it, and tab. 76, 77, drawn it after life. He likewile calls it: fciurus- 
volans. Edwards, in his Natural Hiftory of Birds, reprefents it, t.1g1. ‘They are 
met with in the woods, but not very frequently. They are fcarce ever feen in the 
day-time, unlefs they are forced out by men who have difcovered their nefts ; - for~ 
they flcep in the day-time, but as foon as it grows dark, they come out, and run 
about almoft afl night. They live in hollow trees, and by cutting one down, feven 
or more flying-fquirrels are frequently found init. By the additional fkin with which: 
Providence has provided them on both fides, they. can fly from one tree to another, - 
"They expand their fkins like wings, and contra& them again as foon as they can get 
hold of the oppofite tree. Some people fay that they fly in a horizontal line; but: 
others afferted that they firft went a little downwards, and then rofe up again, when’ 
they approached the tree to which they would fly: they cannot fly further than four 
or five fathoms. Among all the fquirrels in this -country, thefe are the molt eafily 
tamed. The boys carry them to {chool, or wherever they go, without their ever’ 

,atcempting to efcape; if even they put their fquirrel afide, it leaps upon them again: 
immediately, creeps either into their bofom, or their fleeve, or any fold of the clothes, . 
and lies down to fleep: its food is the fame with that of the grey {quirrel. 

‘There is a {mall {pecies of fquirre!s abounding in the woods, which the Englith call’ 
ground f{quirrels. Catcfby has defcribed and drawn them from life, in the 2d vol. of 
his Natural Uiftory of Carolina, p. 75, tab. 75, and Edwards in his Natural Hiftory of 
Birds, t.181.* He and Dr. Linneeus call it fciurus ftriatus, or the flreaked {quirrel. 
‘Thefe do not properly live in trees, as others of this genus, butdig holes in the ground 
(much in the fame manner as rabbets) in which they live, and whither they take refuge : 
when they perceive any danger. Their holes go deep, and commonly further inwards 
divide intormany branches. ‘They are alfo cunning enough to make fometimes an 
opening or hole to the furface of the ground from one of thefe branches. The ad- 
vantage they have from hence, is, that when they ftroll about for food, and the hole is 
ftopt up through which they went out, they may not expofe themfelves to be caught, . 


* Tt is not yet made out with certainty whether the American flying fquitrel,* and that 
found ia Finland, and in the north of Europe and Afia, be the fame animal. The American 
kind has a flat pennated tail, but the European kind a-round one, which affords a very diilinguifhiog 
character, F. 

but 
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but prefenthy find the other hole, into which they may: retreat;.-but in autumn, when 
the leaves fall from the trees, or fome time.after, it is diverfion to fee the confternation 
they are fometimes in when epurfued; for their holes being eafily covered with the 
great fall of leaves, or by the wind, they have a great deal to do, to find them on a fudden: 
they then run backwards and forwards as if they had loft their way: they feem to know 
the places where they have made their fubterrancous walks, but cannot conceive where 
the entrances are. If they be then purfued, and one claps his hands, they know no 
other refuge.than that of climbing upon a tree; for it is to be obferved that thefe 
fquirrels always live under ground, and never climb upon trees unlefs purfued, and un- 
able in the hurry to find their holes. This kind of {quirrels is much more numerous 
in Penfylvania than in any other province of North America through which I have 
travelled. Its length is commonly fix inches, without the curved tail ; and it is very nar- 
row. The {kin is ferruginous, or of a reddifh brown, and marked with five black ftreaks, 
one of which runs along the back, and two on each fide. Their food confifts of all 
forts of corn, as rye, barley, wheat, maize, and of acorns, nuts, &c._ They gather their 
winter provifions in autumn, like the common grey f{quirrels, and: keep them in their 
holes under ground. If they get into a granary, they do as much mifchief as mice and 
rats. It has often been obferved that if, after eating rye, they come to fome wheat, 
they throw up the former, which they do not like fo well as the wheat, in order to fill 
their belly with the latter. When the maize is reaped in the fields, they are very buly 
in biting off the ears, and filling the pouches in their mouth with corn, fo that their 
cheeks are quite blown up. With this booty they haften into the holes which they 
have made in the ground. 

As a Swede was making a mill-dyke, pretty late in autumn, he employed for that 
purpofe the foil of a neighbouring hill, and met with a hole on a fubterraneous walk 
belonging to thefe fquirrels: he followed it for fome time; and difcovered a walk on 
one fide like a branch, parting from the chief ftem: it was near two feet long, and at 
its end was a quantity of choice acorns of the white oak, which the little careful animal 
had ftored up for winter. Soon after he found another walk on the fide like the for- 
mer, but containing a fine ftore of maize: the next had hiccory nuts, and the laft 
and moft hidden one contained fome excellent chefnuts, which might have filled 
two hats. : 

In winter thefe fquirrels are feldom feen, for during that feafon they live in their 
fubterraneous holes, upon the provifions which they have ftored up there. However 
on a very fine and clear day they fometimes come out. They frequently dig through 
the ground, into cellars in which the country people lay up their apples, which the 
partly eat, and partly fpoil, fo that the mafter has little or nothing left. They handle 
the maize ftores full as roughly as the apples. But the cats are their great enemies, 
who devour them and bring them home to their young ones: their flefh is not eaten by 
men, and their fkin is not made ufe of. . 

Of all the fquirrels in the country, thefe are the moft difficult to be tamed ; for, 
though they be caught very young, yet it is dangerous to touch them with naked hands, 
as they bite very fharp when one is not aware of them. Many boys, who had loft a 
deal of time in trying to tame thefe fquirrels, owned that they knew of.no art to make 
them quite tame; at leaft they are never fo far tamed as the other fpecies. In order to 
do any thing towards taming them, they muft be caught when they are very {mall. Some 
people kept them in that flate in a cage, becaufe they looked very pretty. 

T fhall take another opportunity of {peaking of the black and ferruginous fquirrels, 
which likewife inhabit this country. 
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Nov. rsth. In the morning I returned to Philadelphia. Mr. Cock told me to-day, 
and on fome other occafions afterwards, an accident which happened to him, and which 
feemed greatly to confirm a peculiar fign of an imminent hurricane. He failed to the 
Welt Indies in a fmall yacht, and had an old man on board, who had for a confiderable 
time failed in this fea. ‘The old man founding the depth, called to the mate to tell Mr. 
Cock to launch the boats immediately, and to put a fuflicient number of men into them, 
in order to tow the yacht during the calm, that they might reach the land before 
them, as {oon as poflible, as within twenty-four hours there would bea ftrong hurricane, 
Mr. Cock afked him what reafons he had to think fo; the old man replied, that on 
founding, he faw the lead in the water at a diftance of many fathoms more than he had 
feen it before ; and that therefore the water was become clear all of a fudden, which he ’ 
looked upon asa certain fign of an impending hurricane in fhe fea. Mr. Cock likewife 
faw the exceflive clearnefs of the water. He therefore gave immediate orders for 
launching the boat, and towing the yacht, fo that they arrived before night in a fafe 
harbour. But before they had quite reached it the waves began to rife more and more, 
and the water was as it were boiling, though no wind was perceptible. In the enfuing 
night the hurricane came on, and raged with fuch violence, that not only many. fhips 
were loft, and the roofs were torn off from the houfes, but even Mr. Cock’s yacht and | 
other hips, though they were in fafe harbours, were by the wind, and the violence of 
the Yea, wafhed fo far on fhore, that feveral weeks elapfed before they could be 
got off. 

An old Dutch fkipper faid, that he had once caught’a dogfifh in the bay of New 
York, which being cut open, had a quantity of eels in his ftomach. i 

Nov. 18th. Mr. Bartram fhewed me an earthen pot, which had been found in a 
place where the Indians formerly lived. He, who firft dug it out, kept greafe and fat in 
it to fmear his fhoes, boots, and all forts of leather with: Mr. Bartram bought the pot 
of that man ; it was yet entire and not damaged : I could perceive no glaze or colour 
upon it, but on the outfide it was very much ornamented, and upon the whole well 
made. Mr. Bartram fhewed me feveral pieces of broken earthen veffels which the In: 
dians formerly made ufe of. It plainly appeared in all thefe that they were not made 
of mere clay; but that different materials had been mixed with it, according to the na- 
ture of the places where they were made. ‘Thofe Indians, for example, who lived 
near the fea-fhore, pounded the fhells of fnails and mufcles, and mixed them with the 
clay. Others who lived further up in the country, where mountain cryftals could be 
found, pounded them and mixed them with their clay; but how they proceeded in 
making the veffels, is entirely unknown: it was plain that they did not burn them much, 
for they were fo foft that they might be cut in pieces with a knife: the workmanship 
however feems to have been very good ; for at prefent they find whole veffels or pieces 
in the ground, which are not damaged at all, though they have lain in the ground 
above a century. Before thé Europeans fettled in North America, the Indians had no 
other veffels to boil their meat in, than thefe earthen pots of their own making: but 
fince their arrival, they have always bought pots, kettles, and other neceflary veffels, 
of the Furopeans, and take no longer the pains of making fome, by which means this 
art is entirely loft among them. Such veflels of their own conftruction are therefore a 
great rarity even among the Indians. I have feen fuch old pots and pieces of them, 
confifting of a kind of ferpentine ftone, or Linnzus’s talcum, Syft. Nat. 3. p. 52. 

Mr. Bartram likewife fhewed me little pieces of a black flate, which is plentifully 
found in fome parts of the river Skullkill. There are pieces to be -found which are 
four feet and’above fquare: the colour and configuration is the fame as in the table: 


oe ee as on weit rae 
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flate (fchiftus tabularis Linn.) Syft. Nat. 3. p.37., except that this is a little thicker. 
The inhabitants of the country thereabouts (in the-neighbourhood of the Skullkill) cover 
their roofs with it; Mr. Bartram affured. me, that he had feen a whole roof 
compofed of four fuch flates. ‘The rays of the fun, heat, cold, and rain do not att 
upon the ftone. 

Mr. Bartram further related, that in feveral parts of the country, caves or holes were 
to be met with, going deep into the mountains: he had been in feveral of them, and 
had often found a number of ftalactites, Linnzcus’s ftaladtites ftillatitius, Syit, Nat. 3. 
p. 183., of different dimenfions at the top: they differed in colour, but the greateft 
curiofity was, that in fome of the caves Mr. Bartram had found ftalactites, whofe out- 
ward fide was as it were wreathed from top to bottom : he had fent fome pieces of it to 
London, and had none at ppefent. 

Nov. zoth, This morning I fet out in company of a friend, on a journey to Rac- 
coon in New Jerfey, where many Swedes live, who have their own church. “We had 
three miles to go before we came to the ferry which was to bring us over the Delaware. 
‘Yhe country here was very low in fome places: the plains on the banks of the river 
were overflowed at every high water or flowing of the tide, and at the ebbing they were 
left dry again. However the inhabitants of the country hereabouts made ule of this 
plain: for that purpofe they had in feveral places thrown up walls or dykes of earth 
towards the river, to prevent its overflowing the plains, which they made ufe of as 
meadows. On them the water-beeches (platanus occidentalis Linn.) were planted in 
great numbers on both fides the road, quite clofe together: thefe in fummer afford a 
pleafant fhade, on account of the abundance and fize of their leaves, and make the 
road extremely delightful, as it refembles a fine fhady walk. The Delaware has nearly 
the fame breadth here which it has near Philadelphia. Near the place where the 
ferry is to be met with, feveral pretty houfes were built on both fides, where travellers 
might get all kinds of refrefhment. On our journey from Penfylvania to New Jerfey, 
we were brought over the Delaware in a ferry belonging to the Penfylvania-men ; but 
on our return we were obliged to take the ferry belonging to the New Jerfey fide. 
As foon as we had croffed the river, we were in a different province; for the Delaware 
makes the divifion between Penfylvania and New Jerfey, fo that every thing to the weft 
of it belongs to the former, and all to the eaft, to the latter province. Both thefe pro- 
vinces have in moft things different laws, and their peculiar coin. 

We now purfued our journey further, and foon obferved that the country on this 
fide appeared very different from that on the other ; for in Penfylvania the ground 
confifts of more clay and black mould, and is very fertile ; but in New Jerfey it is more 
fandy and very poor, fo that the horfes went very deep in fand in feveral parts of the 
road. Near the place where we were brought over, and a little way along the fhore, 
was a thick fir wood: the trees were not very high, but in their greateft vigour: be- 
tween them appeared now and then alow buth of oak. But after travelling about 
three Englifh miles, the fir wood ended, and we faw no more trees of this kind till we 
came to the church in Raccoon. In all the parts of Penfylvania where I have been, 
I have found few fir woods; on the other hand, they are abundant in New Jerfey, 
and efpecially in the lower part of that province. We afterwards found all the ‘day 
Jong no other trees than fuch as have deciduous leaves; moft of thefe were oaks of 
different forts, and of confiderable height, but they ftood every where far enough afun- 
der to admit a chaife to pafs through the wood without any inconvenience, there being 
feldoni any fhrubs or underwood between the trees, to obftruét the way. In feveral 
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a few hills with an eafy declivity, though no high mountains appeared, and:in: a. few 
places. we found fome {mail.ftones not bigger than a fit. Single farm-houfes: were 
4cattered in the country, and in one place only was a fmall village: the country. was 
yet more covered with forefts than cultivated, and we were for the greateft part always 
in a wood. - 

This day and the next we paffed feveral kills, or {malJ rivulets, which flowed out of 
the country into the Delaware with no great defcent nor rapidity. When the tide 
came up in the Delaware, it likewife rofe in fome of thefe rivulets a good way ; for- 
merly they mutt have fpread to a confiderable breadth by the flowing of the tide, but 
at prefent there were meadows on their banks, formed by throwing up ftrong dykes as 
clofe as poflible to the water, to keep it from overflowing. Such dykes were made 
along all rivers here to confine their water ; therefore when the tide was higheft, the 
water in the rivers was much higher than the meadows: in the dykes were gates 
through which the water can be drawn from, or led into the meadows; they were 
fometimes placed on the outward fide of the wall, fo that the. water in the meadows 
forced it open, but the river water fhut it. : 

In the evening we came into the houfe of a Swede, called Peter Rambo, and we 
ftaid the night at his houfe. 

The pines which we had feen to-day, and which I haye mentioned before, were of that 
kind which has double leaves and oblong cones, covered with aculeated fcales. ‘The 
Englith to diftinguith it call it the Jerfey pine: commonly there were only two pines 
or leaves in one fafcicle, as in our common Swedifhmpines, but fometimes three; the 
cones had long {pines fo that they were difficult to be touched. Thefe pines-look at 
a diftance wholly like the Swedifh ones, fo that if the cones were not regarded, they 
might eafily be taken for the fame fpecies. Of thefe pines they make a great quantity 
of tar, of which. I fhall {peak in the fequel ; but as moft them are but fmall, they are 
good for nothing elfe ; for if they be employed as pofts, or poles in the ground, they 
are in a fhort time rendered ufelefs by rotting: as foon as they are cut down the 
worms are very greedy of them; they foon eat through the wood, and only.a few 
weeks after it is cut down ; however it is made ufe of as fuel, where no other wood is 
to be got, in feveral places they make eharcoal of it, as 1 intend to mention in the 
fequel. There is another thing which deferves notice, in regard to thefe trees, and 
which feveral people befides myfelf have experienced. In the great heat of the fum- 
mer, the cattle like to ftand in the fhade of thefe trees, preferably to that of the oak, 
hiccory, walnut, water-beech, and other trees of this kind, whofe foliage is very.thick ; 
and when the cattle find the latter with the former, they always choefe to ftand under ° 
the firs and pines, though the other trees with annual deciduous leaves could afford a 
better fhade; and if there be but a fingle pine in the wood, as many cattle from the 
herd as can ftand under it throng to it. Some people would infer from hence, that 
the refinous exhalations of thefe trees were beneficial to the cattle, and which made 
them more inclined to be near firs and pines than any other trees. 

The fpoon-tree, which never grows to a great height, we faw this day in feveral 
places. ‘The Swedes here have called it thus becaufe the Indians, who formerly lived 
in thefe provinces, ufed to make their fpoons and trowels of the wood of this tree, 
In my cabinet of natural curiofities I have a fpoon made of this wood by an Indian, 
who has killed many ftags and other animals on the very {pot where Philadelphia after- 
wards was built ; for in his time that fpot was yet covered with trees and fhrubs. The 
Englifh call this tree a laurel, becaufe its leaves refemble thofe of the laurocerafus. 


Dr. Linnzus, conformable to the peculiar friendfhip and goodnefs which he has 
Sen ae ae alwave 
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always honoured: me-with, has been pleafed to call: this tree kalmia foliis ovatis, corym~ 
bis terminalibusy or kalmia latifolia. It fucceeds. belt on the fide of hills, efpecially on 
the north fide; where a brook paffes by ;. therefore on meeting with fome fteep places 
(on hills) towards a brook, or with a fteep fide of a hill towards a marth, you are fure 
to find the kalinia. But it frequently ftands mixed among beech-trees, The higher 
the kalmias ftand on the. ngrth-fide of a mountain the lefs they grow: I have feen 
them not only in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, but even in New York, but there they 
are more farce : I never found them beyond the forty-fecond degree of north latitude, 
though I took ever fo great care to look for them: they have the quality of pre- 
ferving their fine green leaves throughout winter, fo that when all other trees have 

- Joft their ornaments, and ftand quite naked, thefe chear the woods with their green 
foliage. About the month of May they-begin to flower in thefe parts, and then their 
beauty rivals that of moft of the known trees in nature ; the flowers are innumerable, 
and fitin great bunches. Before they open they have a fine red colour, but as they 
are expanded the fun bleaches them, fo that fome are quite white ; many preferve the 
colour of rofes. Their fhape is fingular, for they refemble a crater of the ancients : 
their fcent however is none of the moft agreeable. In fome places it was cuftomary to 
adorn the churches on Chriftmas-day or Newyear’s-day with the fine branches of this 
tree, which are then thick covered with leaves, 

But thefe trees are known for another remarkable quality: their leaves are poifon 
to fome animals, and food for others: experience has taught the people that when 
fhéep eat of thefe leaves, they eitler die immediately, or fall very fick, and recover with 
great difficulty, The young and more tender fheep are killed by a {mall portion, but 
the elder ones can bear a ftronger dofe, Yet this food will likewife prove mortal to 
them, if they take too much of it: the fame noxious effect it fhews in regard to calves 
which eat too much of the leaves ; they either die, or do not recover eafily. I can 
remember, that in the autumn of the year 1748, fome calves eat of the leaves, but fell 
very fick, fwelled, foamed at the mouth, and could hardly ftand ; however they were 
cured by giving them gunpowder and other medicines: the fheep are moft expofed to 
be tempted by thele leaves in winter ; for, after having been kept in {tables for fome 
months, they are greedy of all greens, efpecially if the fnow ftill lies upon the fields, 
and therefore the green but poilonous leaves of the kalmia are to them very tempting. 
Horles, oxen, and cows, which have eaten them, have likewife been very ill after the 
meal, and though none of them ever died of eating thefe leaves, yet moft people be- 
lieved, that if they took too great a portion of them, death would certainly be the refult 5 
for it has been obferved that when thefe animals only eat {mall quantities, yet they 
fuffer great pains. On the other hand, the leaves of the kalmia are the food of flags, 
when the {now covers the ground, and hides all other provifions from them. Therefore, 
if they be thot in winter, their bowels are found filled with thefe leaves; and it is very 
extraordinary, that if thofe bowels are given to dogs, they become quite ftupid, and 
as it were drunk, and often fall fo fick that they feem to be at the point of death; but 
the people who have eaten the venifon have not felt the leaft indifpofition. The leaves 
of the kalmia are likewife the winter food of thofe birds, which the Swedes in North 
\merica call hazel-hens, and which ftay here all winter, for when they are killed, their 
crop is found quite filled with them. 

‘The wood of the kalmia is very hard, and fome people on that account make the 
axis of their pullies of it. Weavers’ fhuttles are chiefly made of it, and the weavers 
are of opinion, that no wood in this country is better for this purpofe ; for itis compact, 


may be made very fmooth, and does not eafily crack or burft. ‘The joiners and turners 
; ie 
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here employ it in making all kinds of work which. 2 belwood; they shiely. 
ufe the ae becaufe rae quite yellow: the wood Ee haxdhela:and 
finenefs, and from the centre {preads, as it were, fmall rays, which are'at fome-diftance 
from each other. ‘When the leaves of the kalmia are thrown into the fire; they make 
a crackling like falt. The chimney-fweepers make brooms in winter of the branches 
with the leaves on them, fince they cannot get others in that feafon. In the fummer 
of the year 1750, a certain kind of worms devoured the leaves of almoft all the trees 
in Penfylvania3 yet they did not venture to attack the leaves of the kalmia. Some 
people afferted, that when afire happened in the woods it never went further as foon 
as it came to the kalmias or fpoon-trees. 

Nov. 21ft. The Swedes and all the other inhabitants of the country plant great 
quantities of maize, both for themfelves and for their cattle. It was afferted that it is 
the beft food for hogs, becaufe it makes them very fat, and gives their flefh an agreeable 
flavour, preferable to all other other meat. .I have given in two differtations upon this 
kind of corn to the Swedifh Royal Academy of Sciences, which ftand in their Memoirs 
for 1751 and 1752. 

The wheels of the carts which are here made ufe of, are compofed of two different 
kinds of wood. The fellies were made of what is called the Spanifh oak, and the 
fpokes of the white oak. 

The faffafras-tree grows every where in this place. I have already obferved feveral 
particulars in regard to it, and intend to add a few more here. On throwing fome of 
the wood into the fire it caufes a crackling as falt does. glhe wood is made ufe of for. ° 


. pofts belonging to the inclofures, for it is faid to laft a long time in the ground: but it 


is likewife faid, that there is hardly any kind of wood which is more attacked by 
worms than this when it is expofed to the air without cover ; and that in a fhort time 
it is quite worm-eaten through and through. The Swedes related, that the Indians, 
who formerly inhabited thefe parts, made bowls of it, On cutting fome part of the 
faflafras-tree, or its fhoots, and holding it to the nofe, it has a ftrong but pleafant fmell. 
Some people peel the root, and boil the peel with the beer which they are brewing, 
becaufe they believe it wholefome ; for the fame reafon, the peel is put into brandy, 
cither whilit it is diftilling, or after it is made. ; ; 

An old Swede remembered that his mother cured many people of the dropfy by a 
4 decoétion of the root of faffafras in water, drank every morning ; but fhe ufed, at the 
fame time, to cup the patient on the fect. ‘The old man affured me, he had often feen 
a cured by this means, who had been brought to his mother wrapped up in 
theets. 

When a part of a wood is deftined for cultivation the faffafras-trees are commonly 
left upon it, becaufe they have a very thick foliage, and afford a cool fhade to the 
cattle during the great heats. Several of the Swedes wafh and fcour the veffels in 
which they intend to keep cyder, beer, or brandy, with water in which the faffafras 
root or its peel has been boiled ; which they think renders all thofe liquors more 
wholefome. Some people get their bed-pofts made of faflafras wood, in order to 
expel the bugs 5 for its trong {cent, it is faid, prevents thofe vermin from fettling in 
them. For two or three years together this has the defired effect, or about as long 
as the wood keeps its {trong aromatic fmell ; but after that time it has been obferved to 
lofe its effect. - A joiner fhewed me a bed which he had made for himlelf, the pofts of 
which were of faflafras wood, but as it was ten or twelve years old, there were fo 
many bugs in it that it feemed likely they would not let him fleep peaceably. Some 
Englithmen related, that fome years ago it had been cuftomary in London to drink a 
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ind of tea of the flowers of faffafras, becaufe it was looked upon as very falutary ; but 
upon recolle&ing that the fame potion was much ufed againft the venereal difeafe it was 
foori left off, left thofe that ufed it thould be looked upon %s infected with that difeafe. 
In Penfylvania fome people put chips-of faffafras into their chefts, where the keep 
all forts of woollen {tuffs, in order to expel the moths (or larve, or caterpillars of 

_ moths or tinies) which commonly fettle in them in fummer. The root keeps its {mell 

’ for a long while : I have feen one which had lain five or fix years in the drawer of a 
table, and ftill preferved the ftrength of its {cent. 

A Swede, named Rambo, related that the Indians formerly dyed all forts of leather 
red with the bark of the chefnut oak. 

Nov. 22d. Aoke Helm was one of the moft confiderable Swedes in this place, and 
his father came over into this country along with the Swedifh aba Prince; he 
was upwards of feventy years ofage. This old man told us, that in his youth there 
was grafs in the woods, which grew very clofe, and was every where two feet high ; 
but that it was fo much leflened at prefent that the cattle hardly find food enough, and 
that therefore four cows now give no more milk than one at that time; but the caufes 
of this alteration are eafy to find. In the younger years of old Helm, the country 
was little inhabited, and hardly the tenth part of the cattle kept which is at prefent ; 

' acow had therefore as much food at that time as ten now have. Further, moft kinds 
of grafs here are annual, and do not for feveral years together fhoot up from the fame 
root, as our Swedifh graffes: they muft fow themfelves every year, becaufe the laft 
year’s plant dies away every autumn. The great numbers of cattle hinder this fowing, 
as the grafs is eaten before it can produce flowers and fruit. We need not therefore 
wonder that the grafs is fo thin on fields, hills, and-paftures in thefe provinces. This 
is likewife the reafon why travellers in New Jerfey, Penfylvania, and Maryland, find 
many difficulties, efpecially in winter, to get forwards with their own horfes, for the 
grafs in thefe provinces is not very abundant, becaufe the cattle eat it before it can 
bring feeds : but more to the north, as in Canada, are a fufficient bad of perennial 
grafles; fo wifely has the Creator regulated every thing. The cold parts of the earth 
naturally bring forth a more durable grafs, becaufe the inhabitants want more hay to 
feed their cattle with, on account of the length of the winter. The fouthern provinces 
again have lefs perennial grafs, as the cattle may be in the fields all the winter. How. 
ever careful ceconomifts have got feeds of perennial grafles from England, and other 
European ftates, and fowed it in their meadows, where they feem to thrive exceed- 
ingly well. ae 

‘The perfimon (diofpyros Virginiana) was pretty common here : I have already men- 
tioned it before, but I intend now to add fome more particulars. Some of its fruits 
began to ripen and to become fit for eating about this time, for they always ripen very 
late in autumn, and then the people eat them, like other fruit: they are very fweet and 
glutinous, yet have a little aftringency : I frequently ufed to eat a great quantity of 
them, without feeling the leaft inconvenience. From the perfimon feveral Englifhmen 
and Swedes brew a very palatable liquor in the following manner. As foon as the 
fruit is ripe, a fufficient quantity is gathered, which is very eafy, as each tree is well 
ftocked with them. Thefe perfimon apples are put into a dough of wheat or other 
flour, formed into cakes, and put into“an oven, in which they continue. till they are 
quite baked, and fufficiently dry, when they are taken out again: then, in order to 
brew the liquor, a pot full of water is put on the fire, and fome of the cakes are put 
in : thefe become foft by degrees as the water grows warm, and crumble in pieces at 
laft; the pot is then taken from the fire, and the water in it well ftirred about, that 

the 
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the cakes may mix with it: this is then poured into another-veffel, -and they‘ continue 
to fteep and break as many cakes as are neceffary fora: brewing :. the--maltrig: then 
infufed, and they proceed as ufual with the brewing. Beer thus: prepared is reckoned 
much preferable to other beer. They likewife make brandy of this fruit :in the follow- 
ing manner 3 having colle€ted a fuffictent quantity of perfimons in autumny they are all 
together put into a veflel, where they lie for a week till they are quite’ foft:.then they 
pour water on them, and in that ftate they are left to ferment of themfelves, without 
promoting the fermentation by any addition. The brandy is then made in the common 
way, and is faid to be very good, efpecially if grapes (in particular of the {weet fort) 
which are wild in the woods, be mixed with the perfimon fruit. Some perfimons are 
ripe at the end of September, but moft of them later, and fome not before November 
and December, when the cold firft overcomes their acrimony. The wood of this tree is 
very good for joiners’ inftruments, fuch as planes, handles to chiffels, &c., but if after 
being* cut down, it lies expofed to funthine and rain, it is the firft wood which rots, and 
in a year’s time there is nothing left but what is ufelefs. When the perfimon trees get 
once into a field they are not eafily got out of it again as they fpread fo much. I was 
told, that if you cut off a branch, and put it into the ground, it ftrikes root; but in 
very {trong winters thefe trees often die by froft, and they, together with the peach- , 
trees, bear cold the leaft of any. 

Nov. 23d. Several kinds of gourds and melons are cultivated here: they have 
partly been originally cultivated by: the Indians, and partly brought over by Europeans. 
Of the gourds there was a kind which were crooked at the end, and oblong in general, 
and therefore they were called crooked necks (crocknacks); they keep almoft all 
winter. There is yet another fpecies of gourds which have the fame quality : others 
again are cut in pieces or flips, drawn upon thread, and dried ; they keep all the year 
long, and are then boiled or ftewed. All forts of gourds are prepared for eating in 
different manners, as is likewife cuftomary in Sweden. Many farmers have a whole 
field of gourds. 

Squathes area kind of gourds, which the Europeans got from the Indians, and I 
have already mentioned them before. They are eaten boiled, either with flefh or by 
themfelves, In the firft cafe, they are put on the edge of the difh round the meat 
they require little care, for into whatever ground they are fown, they grow in it and 
fucceed well. If the feed is put into the fields in autumn it brings {quafhes next fpring, 
though during winter it has {uffered from froft, fnow, and wet. a 

The calibafhes are likewife gourds, which are planted in quantities by the Swedes 
and other inhabitants, but they are not fit for eating, and are made ufe of for making 
all forts of veflels; they are more tender than the fquafhes, for they do not always 
ripen here, and only when the weather is very warm. In order to make veffels of 
them, they are firft dried well ; the feeds, together with the pulpy and fpungy matter 
in which they lie, are afterwards taken out and thrown away; the fhells are fcraped 
very clean within, and then great fpoons or ladles, funnels, bowls, difhes, and the 
like, may be made of them: they are particularly fit for keeping feeds of plants in, 
which are to be fent over fea, for they keep their power of vegetating much longer, 
if they be put in calibafhes, than by any other means. Some people {crape the outfide 
of the calsbathes before they are opened, dry them afterwards, and then clean them 
within ; this makes them as hard as bones: they are fometimes wafhed, fo that they 
always keep their white colour. ; * 

Mott of the farmers in this country fow buck-wheat in the middle of July: it muft 
not be fown later, for in that cafe the froft ruins it; but if it be fown before July, is 

flowers. 
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flowers all the fummer long, but the flowers drop, and no feed is generated. Some 
people plough the ground twice where they intend to fow buck-wheat ; others plough 
it only once, about two weeks before they fow it. As foon as it is fown the field is 
harrowed. It has been found by experience, that in a wet year buck-wheat has been 
moft likely to fucceed : it ftands on the fields till the froft comes on.. When the crop 
is favourable, they get twenty, thirty, and even forty buthels from one. The Swedifh 
churchwarden Ragnilfon, in whofe houfe we were at this time, had got fuch a crop : 
they make buck-wheat cakes and pudding. ‘The cakes are commonly made in the 
morning, and are baked in a frying-pan, or on a ftone: are buttered and then eaten 
with tea or coffee, inftead of toafted bread with butter, or toaft, which .the Englifh 
commonly eat at breakfaft. The buck-wheat cakes are very good, and are likewife 
ufual at Philadelphia and in other Englith colonies, efpecially in winter. Buck-wheat 
is an excellent food for fowls; they eat it greedily, and lay more eggs than they do 
with other food ; hogs are likewife fattened with it. Buck-wheat ftraw is of no‘ ufe ; 
it is therefore left upon the field, in the places where it has been thrathed, or it 
is {cattered in the orchards, in order to ferve as a manure by putrifying. Neither 
cattle nor any other animal will eat of it, except in the greateft neceflity, when the 
{now covers the ground, and nothing elfe is to be met with. But though buck- 
wheat is fo common in the Englith colonies, yet the French had no right notion of it 
in Canada,’ and it was never cultivated among them. 

Towards night we found fome glow-worms in the wood: their body was linear, 
confifting of eleven articulations, a little pointed before and behind; the length from 
head to tail was five and a half geometrical lines; the colour was brown, and the 
articulations joined in the fame manner as in the onifci or woodlice. The antennz, 
or feel-horns, were fhort and filiform, or thread-fhaped ; and the feet were faftened 
to the foremoft articulations of the body: when the infe@ creeps, its hindmoft 
articulations are dragged on the ground, and help its motion. The extremity of the 
tail contains a matter which fhines in the dark, with a green light : the infe@ could 
draw it in, fo that it was not vifible. It had rained confiderably all day, yet they 
crept in great numbers among the buthes, fo that the ground feemed as it were fown 
with ftars. I fhall in the fequel have occafion to mention another kind of infeéts or 
flies which fhine in the dark, when flying in the air. 

Nov. 24th. Holly, or ilex aquifolium, grows in wet places, fcattered in the foreft, 
and belongs to the rare trees: its leaves are green both in fummer and in winter. 
‘The Swedes dry its leaves, bruife them in a morta’, boil them in {mall beer, and take 
them again{t the pleurify. 

Red is dyed with Brazil wood, and likewife with a kind of mofs, which grows on the 
trees here; blue is dyed with indigo; but to get a black colour, the leaves of the 
common field forrel (rumex acetoiella) are boiled with the ftuff to be dyed, which is 
then dried, and boiled again with dogwood and copperas: the black colour thus pro- 
duced is faid to be very durable. ‘The people fpin and weave a great part of their 
every day’sapparel, and dye them in their houfes. Flax is cultivated by many people, 
and fucceeds very well, but the ufe of hemp isnot very common. : 

Rye, wheat, and buck-wheat are cut with the fickle, but oats are mown with a 
{cythe. ‘The fickles which are here made ufe of are long and narrow, and¢heir fharp 
edges have clofe teeth on the inner fide. The field lies fallow during a year, and in 
that time the cattle may graze on it. : 

All the inhabitants of this place, from the higheft to the loweft, have each their 
orchard, which is greater or lefs according to their wealth, ‘The trees in it are chiefly 

: * peach 
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peach trees, apple trees, and cherry trees: compare with this what I have alread}: faid 
upon this {abject before. : : : 

A little before noon we left this place, and continued our journey, paft the Swedifh 
church in Raccoon, to Peils groves. The country on the fides of this road is very 
fandy in many places, and pretty near level. Here and there appear fingle farms, 
yet they are very fcarce ; and large extenfive pieces of ground are ftill covered with 
forefts, which.chiefly confit of feveral {pecies of oak and hiccory. However, we 
could go with eafe through thefe woods, as there are few bufhes (or under-wood) 
and {tones to be met.with. It was not only eafy to ride in every part of the wood 
on horfeback, but even in moft places there was fufficient room. for a fimall coach 
or a cart. 

Nov. 2sth. During my flay at Raccoon, at this time and all the enfuing winter, T 
endeavoured to get the moft information from the old Swede& relating to the increafe 
of land, and the decreafe of water in thefe parts ; I fhall therefore mfertyhe anfwers 
here, which I have received to my queftions, They are as I got them; and I fhall 
only throw in a few remarks which may ferve to explain things: the reader therefore 
is left at liberty to draw his own inferences and conclufions. 

One of the Swedes called King, who was above fifty years of age, was convinced 
that about this time the little lakes, brooks, fprings, and rivers, had much lefs water 
than they had when he was a boy. He could mention feveral lakes on which the 
people went in large boats in his youth, and had fufficient water even in the hotteft 
fummers ; but now they were either entirely dried up, or for the greateft part; and 
in the latter cafe, all the water was loft in fummer. He had himfelf feen the fith 
dying in them; and he was apt to believe that at this time it did not rain fo much in 
fummer as it did when he was young. One of his relations, who lived about eight 
miles from the river Delaware, ona hill near a rivulet, had got a well dug in his court 
. yard: at the depth of forty feet they found a quantity of fhells of oyfters and 

mufcles, and likewife a great quantity of reed and pieces of broken branches, I 
afked to what caufes they afcribed what they had difcovered, and I was anfwered, that 
fome people believed thefe things had lain there ever fince the deluge, and others, that 
the ground increafed. : 

Peter Rambo, a man who was near fixty years of age, affured me, that in feveral 
places at Raccoon, where wells had been dug, or any other work carried deep into the 
ground, he had feen great quantities of mufcle fhells and other marine animals. On 
digging wells, the people have fometimes met with logs of wood at the deptlr cf twehty 
feet, fome of which were petrified, and others as it were burnt. They once found a 
great {poon in the ground at this depth. Query, Is it not probable that. the burnt 
wood which has been thus dug up was only blackened bya fubterraneous mineral 
vapour? People however have concluded from this, that America has had inhabitants 
before the deluge. ‘This man (Peter Rambo) further told me, that bricks had been 
found deep in the ground; but may not the brick-coloured clay (of which the ground 
here chiefly confifts, and which is a mixture of clay and fand) im a hard ftate have had 
the appearance of bricks? Ihave feen fuch hardened clay, which at firft fight is eafily 
mittaken for brick. He likewife afferted, that the water in rivers was {till as high as it 
ufed to be, as far back as memory could reach; but little lakes, ponds, and waters in 
marfhes aré vifibly decreafed, and many of them dried up. 

Maons Keen, a Swede, above feventy years old, afferted, that, on digging a well, . 
he had feen, at the depth of forty feet, a great piece of chefhut wood, together with | 
roots and ftalks of reed, and a clayey earth like that which commonly covers the 
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fhores of falt-water bays and coves. This clay had‘a fimilar fmell and a faltire tafte. 
Maons Keen, and feveral other people, inferred from hence, that the whole country, 
where Raccoon and Penn’s neck are fituated,' was anciently quite overflowed by the 
fea. They likewife knew, ‘that, ata great depth in. the ground, fuch a trowel as the 
Indians make ufe of, had been found. ; 

Sven Lock, and William Cobb, both above fifty years of age, agreed, that in many 
places hereabouts, where wells had been dug, they had feen a great quantity of reed, . 
moftly rotten, atthe depth of twenty or thirty feet and upwards. 

As Cobb made a well for himfelf, the, workmen, ‘after digging twenty feet deep, 

came upon fo thick a branch that they could not get forwards till it was cut in two 
places ; the wood was {till very hard. It is very common to find, near the furface of 
the earth, quantities of all forts of leaves not quite putrified. On making a dyke 
fome years ago, along the river on which the church at Raccoon ftands ; and for that 
purpofe cutting through a bank, it was found quite full of oyfter thells, though this 
place is above a hundred and twenty Englith miles from the neareft fea fhore. Thefe 
men, and all the inhabitants of Raccoon, concluded from this circum{tance (of their 
own accord, and without being led to the thought) that this traét of land was a part 
of the fea many centuriesago. They likewife afferted, that many little lakes, which in 
their youth were full of water, even in the hotteft feafon, now hardly formed a narrow 
brook in fummer, except after heavy rains; but it did not appear to them that the 
rivers had loft any water. ; 

Aoke Helm found (on digging a well) firft fand and little ftones, to the depth of 
eight feet ; next a pale-coloured clay, and then a black one. At the depth of fifteen 
feet he found a piece of hard wood, and feveral pieces of mundick or pyrites. He 
told me, that he knew feveral places in the Delaware, where the people went in boats 
when he was young, but which at prefent were changed into little iflands, fome of 
which were near an Englith mile in length. Thefe iflands derive their origin from a 
fand or bank in the river ; on this the water wafhes fome clay, in which rufhes come 
up, and thus the reft is generated by degrees. 

On a meeting of the oldeft Swedes in the parifh of Raccoon, I obtained the fol- 
lowing anfwers to the quefbions which I afked them on this account. Whenever they 
dig a well in this neighbourhood, they always find, at the depth of twenty or thirty 
feet, great numbers of oyfter fhells and clams: the latter are, as was above-men- 
tioned, a kind of large fhells, which are found in bays, and of which the Indians 
make their money. In many places, on digging wells, a quantity of rufhes and reeds 
have been found almoft wholly undamaged; and once on fuch an occafion a whole 
bundle of flax was brought up, found between twenty and thirty fect under ground: 
it feemed as little damaged as if it had been lately put under ground: all looked at 
it with aftonifhment, as it was beyond conception how it could get there; but I be- 
lieve the good people faw fome American plants, fuch as the wild Virginian flax, or 
linum Virginianum, and the antirrhinum Canadenfe, which look very like common 
flax; yet it is remarkable that the bundle was really tied together. The Europeans, 
on their arrival in America, found our common flax neither growing wild nor cul- 
tivated by the Indians, how then could this bundle get into the ground? Can it be 
fuppofed, that paft ages have feen a nation here, fo early acquainted with the ufe of 
flax? I would rather abide by the opinion, that the above American plants, or other 
fimilar ones, have been taken for flax. Charcoal and fire-brands have often been 
found under ground. ‘The Swedifh church-warden, Eric Ragnilfon, told me that he 
had feen a quantity of them, which had been brought up at the digging of a well: 
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on fuch oceafions people have often found (at the depth _of between twenty and 
ney feet) great ‘branches and blocks. There were foie fpots where, twenty feet 
under the furface of the earth, the people had foufd-fuch trowels as the Indians 
ufe: from thefe obfervations they all concluded, that, this tra “of land had formerly, 
been the boftom of the fea. It is to be obferved, that moft of the wells which have 
hitherto been made, have been dug in new fettlements, where the wood was yet 
ftanding, and had probably ftoad for centuries together. J'rom the obf@vations 
which have hitherto been mentioned, and to which I fhall add fimilar ones in the 
fequel, we may, with a confiderable degree of certainty, conclude that a great part 
‘of the province of New Jerfey, in ages unknown to. pofterity, was part of the bot- 
tom of the fea, and was afterwards formed by the flime and mud, and the many 
other things which the river Delaware carries down along with it, from the upper 
_ parts of the country: however, Cape May feems to give fome occafion for doubts, 
of which I fhall {peak in the fequel. 
Nov. 27th. ‘The American ever-greens are, 


1, Ilex aquifolium, holly. 

2. Kalmia latifolia, the fpoon tree. : ‘. 

3. Kalmia anguftiiolia, another fpecies of it. 

4. Magnolia glauca, the beaver tree. The young trees of this kind only keep 
their leaves, the others drop them. 

5+ Vifcum album, or mifletoe: this commonly grows upon the nyffa aquatica, or 
tupelo tree, upon the liquidambar ftyraciflua, or fweet gum tree, the oak and lime 
tree, fo that their whole fummits were frequently quite green in winter. 

6. Myrica cerifera, or the candleberry tree: of this however only’ fome of the 
youngeft fhrubs preferve fome leaves, but moft of them had already loft them. 

7. Pinus abies, the pine. : 

8. Pinus fylveftris, the fir. 

g. Cupreffus thyoides, the white cedar. 

1o. Juniperus Virginiana, the red cedar. 


Several oaks and other trees dropt their leaves here in winter, which however keep 
them ever-green, a little more to the fouth, and in Carolina, 

Nov. 30th. It has been obferved, that the Europeans in North America, whether 
they were born in Sweden, England, Germany, or Holland; or in North America, 
of European parents, always loft their teeth much fooner than common: the women 
efpecially were fubje&t to this difagreeable circumftance: the men did not fuffer fo 
much from it. Girls, not above twenty years old, frequently had loft half of their 
teeth, without any hopes of getting new ones. I have attempted to penetrate into 
the caufes of this early fhedding of the teeth, but I know not whether I have hit 
upon a true one. Many people were of opinion that the air of this country hurt 
the teeth: fo much is certain, that the weather can no where be fubject to more 
frequent and fudden changes ; for the end of a hot day often turns out piercing cold, 
and vice verfa. Yet this change of weather cannot be looked upon as having any 
effet upon the fhedding of the teeth, for the Indians prove the contrary: they live 
in the fame air, and always keep fine, entire white teeth: this I have feen mylelf, 
and have been affured of by every body: others afcribe it to the great quantities of 
fruit and {weetmeats which are here eaten. But I have known many people who 


never eat any fruit, and neverthelefs had hardly a tooth left. wa 
ZR2 I then 
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I then began to fufpeét the tea, which is drank here in the morning and afternoon, 
efpecially by women, and is fo common at prefent, that there is hardly a farmer’s wife, 
ora poor woman, who does not drink tea in the morning: I was confirmed in this 
opinion, when I took a journey through fome parts of the country which were {till in- 
habited by Indians. For Major General Johnfon told me at that time, that feveral of 
the Indians, who lived clofe to the European fettlements, had learnt to drink tea. And 
it has Ween obferved, that fuch of the Indian women, as ufed themfelves too much to 
this liquor, had, in the fame manner as the European women, loft their teeth premature- 
ly, though they had formerly been quite found. Thofe again, who had not ufed tea, 
preferved their teeth {trong and found to a great age. 

I afterwards found, that the ufe of tea could not entirely caufe this accident. 
Several young women, who lived in this country, but were born in Europe, complained 
that they loft moft of their teeth after they came to America: I afked, whether they did 
not think that it arofe from the frequent ufe of tea, as it was known that ftrong tea, as 
it were, enters into and corrodes the teeth ; but they anfwered, that they had loft their 
teeth before they had began to drink tea; but, continuing my enquiries, I found at laft 
a fufficient caufe to account for the lofs of their teeth: each of thefe women owned, 
that théy were accuftomed to eat every thing hot, and nothing was good, in their 
opinion, unlefs they could eat it as faft as it came from the fire. This is likewife the 
cafe with the women in the country, who lofe their teeth much fooner and more abun- 
dantly than the men, They drink tea in greater quantity, and much oftenér, in the 
morning, and even at noon, when the employment of the men will not allow them to 
fit at the tea-table. Befides that, the Englifhmen care very little for tea, and a bowl of 
punch is much more agreeable to them. When the Englifh women drink tea, they 
never pour it out of the cup into the faucer, but drink it hot as it is out of the former. 
The Indian women, in imitation of them, {wallow the tea in the fame manner. On the 
contrary, thofe Indians, whofe tecth are found, never eat any thing hot, but take their 
meat either quite cold, or only juft milk warm. oo 

T afked the Swedith church-warden in Philadelphia, Mr. Bengtfon, and a number of 
old Swedes, whether their parents and countrymen had likewife loft their teeth as foon 
as the American colonifts; but they told me that they had preferved them to a very 

reat age. Bengtfon affured me, that his father, at the age of feventy, cracked peach 
fones and the black walnuts with his teeth, notwithftanding their great hardnefs, which 
at this time no body dares to venture at that age. This~confirms what I have before 
faid, for at that time the ufe of tea was not yet known in North America. 
» No difeafe is more common here, than that which the Englifh call fever and ague, 
which is fometimes quotidian, tertian, or quartan. But it often happens, that a perfon 
who has had a tertian ague, after lofing it for a week or two, gets a quotidian ague in 
its ftead, which after a while again changes into a tertian. The fever commonly 
attacks the people at the end of Auguft, or beginning of September, and commonly 
continues during autumn and winter, till towards fpring, when it ceafes entirely. 

Strangers who arrive here commonly are attacked by this ficknefs the firft or fecond 
year after their arrival; and it is more violent upon them than upon the natives, fo 
that they fometimes die of it; but if they efcape the firft time, they have the advantage 
of not being vifited again the next year, or perhaps never any more. It is commonly 
faid here, that ftrangers get the fever to accuftom them to the climate. The natives of 
European offspring have annual fits of this ague in fome parts of the country: fome, 


however, are foon delivered from it; with others, on the contrary, it continues for fix 
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it, but not fo violently as the Europeans. No age is fecuned. againft it: in thof places 
where it rages annually, you fae old men and womenzattacked with it; and even 
children in the cradle fometimes not above three weeks old: it is likewife quotidian, 
tertian, or quartan, with them. This autumn the ague was more violent here than it 
commonly ufed to be. People who are affliéted with it look as pale as death, and are 
greatly weakened, but in general are not prevented from doing their work in the inter- 
vals. It is remarkable, that every year there are great parts of the country where this 
fever rages, and others where fearce a fingle perfon has been taken ill. It likewife is 
worth notice, that there are places where the people cannot remember that it formerly 
prevailed in their country, though at prefent it begin§ to grow more common: yet 
there was no other vifible difference between the feveral places. All the old Swedes, 
Englifhmen, Germans, &c. unanimoully afferted, that the fever had never been fo violent, 
and of fuch continuance, when they were boys, as it is at prefent. They were likewife 
generally of opinion, that about the year 1680, there were not fo many people afflicted 
~ith itas about this time. However, others equally old were of opinion, that the fever 
was proportionably as common formerly as it is at prefent; but that it could not at that 
time be fo fenfibly perceived, on account of the fcarcity of inhabitants, and the great 
diftance of their fettlements from each other ; it is therefore probable that the effects of 
the fever have at all times been equal. 

It would be difficult to determine the true caufes ‘of this difeafe: they feem to be 
numerous, and not always alike: fometimes, and I believe commonly, feveral of them 
unite. I have taken all poffible care to found the opinions of the phyficians here on 
that head, and I here offer them to the reader. 

Some of them think that the peculiar qualities of the air of this country caufe this 

‘fever ; but moft of them affert, that it is generated by the ftanding and putrid water, 
which it feems is confirmed by experience. For it has been obferved in this country, 
that fuch people as live in the neighbourhood of moraffes or fwamps, or in places 
where a ftagnant, ftinking water is to be met with, are commonly infefted with the 
fever and ague every year, and get it more readily than others. And this chiefly hap- 
pens at a time of the year when thofe ftagnant waters are moft evaporated by the ex- 
ceflive heat of the fun, and the air is filled with the moft noxious vapourst ‘The fever 
likewife is very violent in all places which have a very low fituation, and where falt 
water comes up with the tide twice in twenty-four hours, and unites with the ftagnant 
frefh water in the country. Therefore on travelling in fummer over fuch low places 
where freth and falt water unite, the naufeous {tench arifing from thence often forces 
the traveller to ftop his nofe. On that account moft of the inhabitants of Penn’s Neck, 
and Salem in New Jerfey, where the ground has the above-mentioned quality, are ane 
nually infefted with the fever to a much greater degree than the inhabitants of the 
higher country. [fan inhabitant of the higher part of the country, where the people 
are free from, the fever, removes into the lower parts, he may be well affured that the 
fever will attack him at the ufual time, and that he will get it again every year, as long 
as he continues in that country. People of the livelieft complexion, on coming into the 
low parts of the country, and continuing there for fome time, have entirely loft their 
colour and become quite pale. However, this cannot be the fole caufe of the fever, as 
I have been in feveral parts of the country which had a low fituation, and had ftagnant 
waters near them, where the people declared they feldom fuftered from this ficknefs ; 
but thefe places were about two or three degrees more northerly. 

Others were of opinion that diet did very much contribute towards it, and chiefly 
laid the blame upon the inconfiderate and intemperate confumption of fruit. This is 

particularly 
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particularly the cofe with the Europeans who come into America, and are not ufed to 
tts climate and its fruit ; for thofe who are born here ean bear more, yet are not ent. 
tirely free from the bad effeéts of eating too much. 1 have heard many Englithmen, 
Germans, and others, fpeak fram their own experience on this account ; they owned, 
that they had often tried, and were certain that after eating a water melon once or twice 
before they had breakfafted they would have the fever and ague in a few days after. 
Yet it is remarkable that the French in Canada told me that fevers were lefs common 
in that country, though they confumed as many water melons as the Englith colonies, 
and that it had never been obferved that they occafioned a fever ; but that on coming in 
the hot feafon to the Illinois, an Indian nation which is nearly in the fame latitude with 
Penfylvania and New Jerfey, they could not eat a water melon without feeling the fhak. 
ing fits of an ague, and that the Indians therefore warned them not to eat of fo danger- 
ous a fruit. Query, Does not this lead us to think that the greater heat in Penfylvania, 
and the country of the Illinois, which are both five or fix degrees more foutherly than 
Canada, makes fruit in fome meafure more dangerous? In the Englifh North Ameri- 
can colonies, every countryman plants a number of water melons, which are eaten 
whilft the people make hay, or during the harveft, when they have nothing upon their 
ftomachs, in order to cool them dusing the great heat, as that juicy fruit feems very 
Proper to give refrefhment. In the fame manner melons, cucumbers, gourds, fquafhes, 
mulberries, apples, peaches, cherries, and {uch like fruit are eaten here in fummer, and . 
all together contribute to the attacks of the ague. : 

But that the manner of living contributes greatly towards it, may be concluded from 
the unanimous accounts of old people concerning the times of their childhood; ac- 
cording to which the inhabitants of thefz parts were at that time not fubje@ to fo many 
difeafes as they are at prefent, and people were feldom fick. All the old Swedes like- 
wife agreed, that their countrymen, who firft came into North America, attained to a 
great age, and their children nearly to the fame; but that their grand children, and: 
great grand children did not reach the age of their anceftors, and their ‘health was not 
near fo vigorous and durable. But the Swedes who firft fettled in America lived very 
frugally ; they were poor, and could not buy rum, brandy, or other ftrong liquors, 
which they feldom diftilled themfelves, as few of them had a diftilling veffel. However 
they fometimes had a good ftrong beer. ‘They did not underftand the art of making 

. cyder, which is now fo common in the country : tea, coffee, chocolate, which are at pre- 
fent even the country people’s daily breakfaft, were wholly unknown to them: moft of 
them had never tafted fugar or punch. ‘The tea which is now drank is either very old 
or mixed with all forts of herbs, fo that it no longer deferves the name of tea: therefore 
it cannot have any good effect upon thofe who ufe it plentifully ;_befides, it cannot fail 
of relaxing the bowels, as it is drank both in the morning and in the afternoon quite 
boiling hot. The Indians, the offspring of the firft inhabitants of this country, area 
proof of what I have faid. It is well. known that their anceftors, at the time of the firft 
arrival of the Europeans, lived to a very great age. According to the common ac. * 
<ounts, it was then not uncommon to find people among fhe Indians, who were above a 
hundred years old: they lived frugally, and drank pure water: brandy, rum, wine, 
and all the other ftrong liquors, were utterly unknown to them ; but fince the Chriftians 
have taught them to drink thefe liquors, and the Indians have found them too palatable, 
thofe who cannot refift their appetites hardly reach half the age of their parents. 

Laftly, fome people pretended that the lo‘s of many odoriferous plants, with which 
the.woods were filled at the arrival of the Europeans, but which the cattle have now ex+ 
Uzpated, might be looked upon as a caufe of the greater progrefs of the fever at ee 
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The number. of thofe {trong plants occafioned a pleafantdcent to rife in the woods every: 
morning and evening. It is therefore not unreafonable to think that the noxioufnels 
of the effluvia from putrifying fubftances was then prevented, fo that they were not fo 
dangerous to the inhabitants. 

” Several remedies are employed againft this difeafe: the jefuit’s bark was formerly 
acertain one, but at prefent it has not always this effect, though they fell it genuine, 
and for the very beft. Many people accufed it of leaving fomething noxious in the 
body. Yet it was commonly obferved, that when the bark was good, and it was 
taken as foon as the fever made its appearance, and before the body was weakened, 
it was almoft fure to conquer the fever, fo that the cold fits never returned, and no 
pain or ftiffnefs remained in the limbs; but when the difeafe is rooted in, and has 
confiderably weakened the patients, or they are naturally very weak, the fever leaves 
them after ufing the jefuit’s bark, but returns again in a fortnight’s time, and obliges 
them to take the bark again; but the confequence frequently is a pain and a ftiffnefs 
in their limbs, and fometimes in their bowels, which almoft hinders them from walk-. 
ing: this pain continues for feveral years together, and even accompanies fome to: the 
grave. This bad effect is partly attributed to the bark, which can feldom be got ge. 
nuine here, and partly to the little care which the patients take in ufing the bark. A 
man of my acquaintance was particularly dexterous in expelling the ague by the ufe . 
of the jefuit’s bark. His manner of proceeding was as follows: when it was poffible, 
the patient muft ufe the remedy as foon as the fever begun, and before it was fettled 
in his body ; but before he took the medicine he was to take a diaphoretic remedy, 
as that had been found very falutary ; and as the fever is frequently of fuch a nature 
here as not to make the patient {weat, even when the hot fit is upon him, a per- 
{piration was to be brought about by fome other means. To that purpofe the pa- 
tient took his dofe on the day when he had his cold fit, and was not allowed to eat 
any thipg at night. The next morning he continued in a warm bed, drank a quan- 
tity of fea, and was well covered, that he might perfpire plentifully. He continued 
fo till the perfpiration ceafed, and then left the bed in a hot room, and wafhed his 
body with milk-warm water, in order to cleanfe it from the impurities that fettled on 
it from the perfpiration, and to prevent their {topping up of the pores. The patient 
was then dried again, and at laft he took the bark feveral times in one day. This 
was repeated twice or thrice on the days after he had the ague, and it commonly left 
him without returning, and moft people recover fo well that they do not look pale 
after their ficknefs. ‘ 

The bark of the root of the tulip tree, or liriodendron tulipifera, taken in the fame 
manner as the jefuit’s bark, fometimes had a fimilar effect. 

Several people peeled the roots of the cornus florida, or dog-wood, and gave this 
peel to patients ; and even fome people, who could not be cured by the jefuit’s bark, 
have recovered by the help of this. I have likewife feen people cured of the fever 
by taking brimftone reduced to powder, and mixed with fugar, every night before 
they went to bed, and every morning before they got up: they took it three or four 
times in the intervals, and at each time drank fome warm liquor, to wath the 
powder down. However, others that tried the fame remedy did not find much relief 
from it. 

Some people collected the yellow bark of the peach tree, efpecially that-which is 
on the root, and boiled it in water, till half of it was evaporated by boiling. Of this 
decoétion the patient took every morning about a wine-glafs full before he had eaten 
any thing. This liquor has a difagreeable tafte, and contratts the mouth and tongue 
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like alum ; yet ‘feveral perfons at Raccoon, who had tried many remedies in vain, 
were cured by this. ae 

Others boiled the leaves of the potentilla reptans, or of the potentilla canadenfis, 
in water, and made the patients drink it before the ague fit came on, and it is well 
known that feveral perfons have recovered by this means. 

The people who are fettled upon the river Mohawk in New York, both Indians 
and Europeans, colleét the root of the geum rivale, and pound it. This powder 
fome of them boil in water till it is a pretty ftrong decodtion: others only infufe cold 
water on it and leave it fo for a day; others mix it with brandy. Of this medicine 
the patient is to take a wine glafs full on the morning of the day when the fever does 
not come, before he has eaten any thing. I was affured that this was one of the 
fureft remedies, and more certain than the jefuit’s bark. - 

The people who live near the iron mines declared that they were feldom or never 
vifited by the fever and ague; but when they have ‘the fever they drink the water 
of fuch fountains as arife from the iron mines, and have a ftrong chalybeat tafte ; 
and. they aflured me that this remedy was infallible. Other people therefore who 
did not live very far from fuch fprings, went to them for a few days, when they had 
the fever, in order to drink the water, which commonly cured them. 

I have already fhewn above, that fage mixed with lemon juice has been found very 
falutary againft the ague. : 

It was however univerfally remarkable, that that which cures one perfon of it has 
no effect upon another. ; 

The pleurify is likewife a difeafe which the people of this country are much fub- 
je& to. The Swedes in this province call it ftitches and burning, and they always 
mean the pleurify whenever they mention thofe words. Many of the old Swedes 
told me that they had heard very little of it when they were young, and that their 
parents had known {till lefs of it in their childhood ; but that it was fo common now 
that thany people died every year of it: yet it has been obferved, that in years 
this difeafe has been very moderate, and taken few people away with it, whilft in 
other years it makes great havock : it likewife is more violent in fome places than in 
others. 

In the autumn of the year 1728, it {wept away many at Penn’s Neck, a place 
below Raccoon, and nearer to the Delaware, where a number of Swedes are fettled. 
Almoft all the Swedes there died of it, though they were very numerous. From 
hence it happened that their children who were left in a very tender age, and grew 
up among the Englifh children, forgot their mother tongue, fo that few of them 
underftand it at prefent. Since that time, though the pleurify has every year killed 
a few people at Penn’s Neck, yct it has not carried off any confiderable numbers. 
It refted as it were till the autumn of the year 1748, but then it began to make dread- 
ful havock, and every week fix or ten of the. old people died. The difeafe was fo 
violent, that when it attacked a perfon, he feldom lived above two or three days ; 
and of thofe who were taken ill with it very few recovered. When the pleurify was 
got into a houfe it killed moft of the old people in it: it was a true pleurify, but it 
had a peculiarity with it, for it commonly began with a great fwelling under the throat 
and in the neck, and with a difficulty of {wallowing. Some people looked upon it as 
contagious, and others ferioufly declared, that when it came into a family, not only 
thofe who lived in the fame houfe fuffered from it, but even fuch relations as lived 
far off. There have been feveral people at Penn’s Neck, who, without yifiting their 
dick friends, have got the pleurify and died of it. 1 do not difpute the truth of this, 
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though I do not agreto the concfifion. The pleurify was thé. moft violent in No- 
vember ; yet{ome old people died of it even in the next winter; but.children were 
pretty freée.from it. The phyficians did not know what to make of it, nor how to re- 
medy it, - ‘ 

Te is difficult to determine the caufes of fach violent dif@afes. An old Englih 
furgeon who lived here gave the following reafon. The inhabitants of this country 
drink great quantities of punch and other {trong liquors in fummer, when it is véry 

“hot; by that means the veins in the diaphragm contra@, and the blood grows thick. 
Towards the end of Oétober and the beginning of November, the weather is apt to 
alter very ftiddenly, fo that heat and cold change feveral times a day. When the 
people during this changeable: weather are in the open air, they commonly get ‘this 
difeafe. It is likewife certain that the air is more unwholefome one year than afo- 
ther, which depends upon the heat and.other circumftances: this peculiar quality 
of the air muft of courfe produce a pleurify. It is remarkable, that both in the year 

1728, and in the prefent, when fo many people died at Penn’s Neck, few’ died at 
Raccoon, though the two places are near each other, and feem to have the fatne foil 
and climate. But there is this difference, that Penn’s Neck lies remarkably low, and 
Raccoon pretty high. The people in, the former place have fettled between marfhes 
and fwamps, in which the water ftagnates and putrifies; and moft of thefe places are 
covered with trees, by which means the wet is fhut up ftill more, and near fuch 
marfhes are the -hoafes. Laftly, the water at Penn’s Neckis not reckoned fo good 
as that “in Raccoon. It Hkewife becomes brackifh in feveral little rivers, when 
the Delaware, during the tide, rifes very high, and runs up into them. On the 
banks of thefe rivulets live many of the Swedes, and take water for common ufe 
from them. i 

December the 3d.. ‘This morning I fet out for Philadelphia, where I arrived in the 
evenings . ; ; 

Wild’grapes are very abundant in the woods, and of various kinds; a fpecies of 
them, which are remarkable for their fize, grow in the marfhes, and are greedily 
eaten by the racoon: they are therefore called’ marfh grapes, but the Englifh call 
them fox grape: they have.not an agreeable flavour, and are feldom eaten by the. 
inhabitants of this country, who make ufe of a fmall kind of wild grapes, which 
grow on a dry foil: pretty late in autumn, when they are quite ‘ripe, they have a 
very good flavour, being a mixture of {weet and acid... Some people dry thefe grapes 
when gathered, an@ bake them in tarts, &c.: they likewife make ufe of them as 
dried {weetmeags. ‘The Swedes formerly made a pretty good wine from! them, but 
have now left'it off. However, fome of the Englifh ftill prefs an agreeable liquor 
from thefe grapes, which they aflired me was as good as the -beft claret, and that it 
would keep for feveral years. : 

. The manner of preparing this fort of wine has been defcribed at large in an al- 
manack of this country, for the year 1743, and is as follows: the grapes are col- 
le€ted from the twenty-firft of September to about the eleventh of November, that is 
as_they grow ripe: they muft be gathered in dry weather, and after the dew is gone 
off: the grapes are cleared of the cobwebs, dry leaves, and other things adhering to 
them. Next ‘a great hogfhead is prepared which has cither had treacle or brandy in 
it; itis wafhed very clean, one of the bottoms beat out, and the other placed on a " 
ftand for the purpofe, or on pieces of wood in the cellar, or elfé in a warm room, 
about two feet above the ground: the grapes are put into this hogfhead, and as they 
fink lower in three er four days time, more are added. A man with naked feet 
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is into the fiepftita’ and treads the grapes; aad ih-abowe-Impfen-heur'e time. the 
Price's Yorced-our; the man then‘turns the towel grapes uppermolt;..atid ‘treads theny 
for about a quarter of an hour's‘ this is fefficidnt'to fqteeze the good-juige out of them, 
for an additional preffure would’ evei¥c¥uth: the unripe grapes, and give the whole 
a_difagreéable flavour. The hogfhedd is then covered with a thick blanket; but 
. if there is no cellar, or it is very cold; two are fpread over it: Under: this:eover- 
ing the juice |is‘left to ferment for the firft time, and in the next four or five 
days it ferments and works’ very ftrongly. As foon as the fermentation ceafes,.a 
hole ig iriade about fix inches from the bottom, and fome of the juice is tapped 
_ Off aboiit twice inva'day. As foon as this is clear-and fettled, it is poured into 
an‘anker of a middling fize; for from: twenty ‘bufhels:of grapes, they get about 
as‘many gallons” bf juice: the anker remains untouched ; and the ‘mutt.in it fer- 
itrents a fecond time: at this time it is neceffary that the anker be quite full; the 
fcum which ‘fettles at the bung-hole. muft be taken off, and the anker always filled 
up with,‘more muft, which is kept ready for that purpofe ; .this.is continued till 
Chrifignas, ‘when the anker may be {topped up; af laft the wine is ready-in, February 
and bottled. It is likewife ufual here to ‘put farné of ‘the ripe grapes inte 2 velleli 
in order to make a'vinegar ; and that which isgot by this means is. very good. .See 
veral people made brandy from thefe grapes, which has a very pleafant tafte, but is: 
ftill more pleafant if the fruits of the perfimon are mixed with it. The wood of thefe 
vines is of no ‘éfe, it is fo brittle that it cannot be ufed for fticks > on cutting into the 
-ftem, a white, infipid refin comes out a few hours aftes: the wound.is made. In 
many gardens vines are planted for the’ purpofe of making arbours,-for awhich th 
are indeed excellent ; as their large and plentiful leaves form a very clofe covedtopainlt 
the fcorching heat: of the fun. hen the vines flower here in May and June, ‘the 
flowers exhale a ftrong, but exceeding pleafant and refrefhing fmell, which is per- 
ceptible even at a great diftance. Therefore on coming into the woods about thigg time, 
you thay judge .from the fweet perfume in the air, arifing from the flowerS*of the 
vines, that you are near thém, though you do not fee them.: Though the winters be 
ever fo fevere, yet they do not aféct the.vines. - Each grape is about the-fize of'a 
pea, but further fouthward they are faid to be of the fize of common raifins, and of 
afine flavour. Further up in the country, during a part of autumn, they are the 
chief food of bears, ‘who climb up the trees in order to pluck them. . People are of 
‘opinion, that if the wijd vines were cultivated with more care, the grapes would grow 
larger, and more palatable. ; _ 6 

December the sth. I fhall here mention two prognoftics of the weather, which 
were greatly valued here. Some people pretended to foretel that the ‘enfuing winter 
would not be a fevere one: this they conjeétured from having feen wild geefe and 
other migratory birds go to the fouth in OGober, but return a few days ago in great 
numbers, and even pafs on further to the north. Indeed, the ‘enfuing winter was one. 
of the moft temperate ones. 

Several perfons likewife affured us that we fhould have rain before to-morrow night. 
The reafon they gave for this conjeGture was, that this morning at fun-rifing, from 
their windows they had feen every thing very plainly on the other fide of the river, fo 
that it appeared much nearer than ufual, and that this commonly foreboded rain. This 
prefage was likewife pretty exactly fulfilled. 

The Indians, before the arrival of the Europeans, had no notion of the ufe of iron, 
though that metal was abundant in their country. However, they. knew in fome 
‘meafure how to make ule of copper. Some Dutchmen who lived here, ftill preferved 
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4B old account‘among, them, that their anceftors, on their firft fettling in New York, 
had met with-many of the Indians, who had fobacea, pipes of copper, and who made 
them underftand by figns, that they got them in theneighbourhood : afterwards the 
fine copper mine was difcovered,-upon the. fecond river between Elizabeth-town and 
New York. On digging. in this mine, the people met with, holes worked in the 
mountain, out of which fome copper had been taken, and they found even fome. 
tools, which the Indians probably made ufe of, when they endeavoured to get the 
metal for their pipes. Such holes in the mountains. have likewife been found ‘in 
fome parts of Penfylvania, viz. below Newcaftle towards the fea fide, and always 
fome marks of a copper ore along with them. Some.people have conjeCtured, that 
the Spaniards, after difcovaring Mexico, failed along the coafts of North America, and 
landed now and then, in order to enquire whether any gold or filver was to be met 
with, and that they perhaps made thefe holes in the mountains; but fuppofing them to 
have made fuch a voyage along the coalts, they could not immediately have found out 
the copper mines ; and they probably did not {top to blaft this ore, as they were bent 
only upon gold and filver; it is therefore almoft undoubted that the Indians dug thefe 
holes: or may we be allowed to fufpe&t that our old Normans, long: before the dif- 
coveries of Columbus, came into thefe parts, and met with fuch veins of copper, 
when they failed to what they called the excellent Wineland*, of which our ancient 
traditional records called Sagor fpeak, and which undoubtedly was North America? 
But in regard to this, I fhall have occafion in the fequel better to lain _ my: fen- 
timents.:[bevaa:remarkable, that in all thofe places where fuch holes have lately 
been found in the mountains, which eer | em to have been dug by men, they 
were always covered with a' great quantity of earth, as if they were intended to. re+ 
main hidden from {trangers. ae 

Dec. 6th. On limg voyages the failors fometimes catch fuch fifh as are known to 
none # the fhip’s company 5 but as they are very greedy after frefh provifions, they 
feldom‘abftain from eating them; however it proves often venturing too much, exs 
perience having fhown, that their want of caution has often coft them their lives, 
for fometimes poifonous fifh are caught. But there is a method of finding them out, 
as I have heard from feveral captains of fhips ; it is ufual when fuch unknown fifh 
are boiled, to put a filver byfton, or any piece of filver, into the kettle, which, if 
the fifh be poifonous, will turn quite black, but if it be not, it will not change: fome 
of the feamen referred to their own repeated experience }. ‘ 

Mr. Franklin and fevetal other gentlemen frequently told me, that a powerful Indian, 
who poffelfed. Rhode Ifland, had fold it to the Englifh for a pair of fpedtacles: it is 
large enough ‘for.a prince’s domain, and makes a peculiar government at prefent. This 
Indian knew to fet a true value upon a pair of fpectacles : for undoubtedly if thofe 
glaffes were not fo plentiful, and only a few of them could be found, they would, on 
account of their great ufe, bear the fame price with diamonds. 

The fervants which are made ufe of in the Englith American colonies are either free 


perfons, or flaves, and the former are again of two different forts. 


* Sce for this opinion the {carce and curious work intituled, ** Torfei hiftoria Vinlandiz antique feu 
partis America feptentrionalis.” Hafniz, 1715, 4to. F. 

+ This experiment with the Gilver fappofes, that the broth of the fith would be fo ftrong as to att‘as 
a folvent upon the filver ; but there may be poifons, which would not affe& the filver, and however prove 
fatal to men; the furet way therefore would be to fupprefs that appetite, which may become fatal not 
‘only toa few men of the crew, ut alfo endanger the whole fhip, by the lofs of neceflary hands, __F. 
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_Firft, Fhofe who are quite<fvee -ferve by: # fyear: they are not only allowéd ‘to - 
leave their. fervice at the,expiration of their pin, ut may rat it at angie ar tl : 
do not agree with. their mafters. Hotwever, in that cafe they ‘are in danger of lofing ~ 
their wages, which are very confiderable. A man-fervant who* has-fome abilities, gets, 
between fixteen and twenty pounds in Penfylvania currency, but thofé‘in the country 
do not get:fo much. A fervant-maid gets eight: or ten pounds a year :' théfe fervants 
have their food befides their wages, but mu buy their own clothes, and what ‘they get 
of thefe, they muft thank their mafter’s goodnefs for. “ 

Second, The fecond kind of free fervants confit of fuch perfons as annually cothe 
from Germany, England, and other countries, in order to fettle here. Thefe new 
comers are very numerous every year: there are old and young ones, and of both 
fexes; fome of them have fled from oppreffion, under which they fuppofed themfelyes 
to.have laboured. Others have been driven from their country by perféciition on ac- 
count of religion ; but moft of them are poor, and have not money enough to pay their 
paflage, which is between fix and eight pounds fterling’ for each perfon ; therefore 
they agree with the captain that they will fuffer themfelves to be fold for a few years, 
on their arrival. In that cafe the perfon who buys them, pays the freight for them : 
but frequently very old people come over, who cannot pay their paflage, they therefore 
fell:their children, fo that they ferve both for themfelves and for their parents: there 
are likewife fome who pay part of their paflage, and they are fold only for.a thort . 
‘time. Frorteaaggfe circumftances it appears, that the price of the poor foreigners who 
come over to North America is not equal, and that fome of them ferye longer than 
others: .when their time is expired, ‘they get. a new fuit of clothes from, their 
matter, and fome other things : he is likewife obliged to feed’ and clothe thenduring 
the years of their fervitude. Many of the Germans who come hither, bring money 
enough with them to pay their paffage, but rather fuffer themfelvés to be fold, with a 
view, that during their fervitude they may get fome knowledge of the language and 
quality of the country, and the like, that they may the better be able to confider what 
they thall do when they have got their liberty. Such fervants are taken preferable to’ 
all others, becaufe they are not fo dear; for to buy a negroe or black flave requires 
too much money at once ; and men or maids who get yearly wages, are likewife too 
dear ; but this kind of fervants may be got for half thesmoney, and even for lefs 3 for 
they commonly pay fourteen pounds, Penfylvania currency, for-a perfon who is to 
ferve four years, and fo on in proportion. ‘Their wages therefore are not above three 
pounds Penfylvania currency per annum. This kind of fervants, the Englith call fer- 
vings. When a perfon has bought fuch a fervant for a certain number of years, and 
has an intention to fell-him again, he is at liberty to do fo; but he is obliged, at the 
expiration of the term of the fervitude, to provide the ufual fuit of cloaths for the fer- 
vant, unlefs he has made that part of the bargain with the purchafer. The Englith and 
Irifh, commonly fell themfelves for four years, but the Germans frequently agree with 
the captain befoye they fet out, to pay him a certain fum of money, for a-certain num. 
ber of perfons ; as foon as they arrive in America, they go.about and try to get a man 
who. will pay the paffage for them: in return'they give according to the circumftances, 
one or feveral of their children, to ferve a certain numberof years: at laft they make 
their bargain with the higheft bidder. : % ; ; 

Third, The negroes or blacks make the third kind. They are in a manner flaves; 
for when a negro is once bought, he is the purchafer’s fervant as long as he lives, ‘un-- 
lefs he gives him to another, or makes him free. However, it is not in the power of 
the matter to kill his negro for a fault. hut he muft lone, fo ee a en 
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éeed according to the laws. Formerly the negroes were brought over from Africa, 
*and bought by almoft every one who could afford it. The quakers alone {crupled to’ 
have flaves; but they are no longer fo nice, and they have as many negroes as other’ 
people. However, many people cannot conquer the idea of its being contrary to’ the 
laws of Chriftianity to keep flaves. ‘There.are likewife feveral free negroes in town, 
who have been lucky enough to get a very zealous quaker for their mafter, who gave 
them their liberty, after they had faithfully ferved him for fome time. 

At prefent they feldom bring over any negroes to the Englifh colonies, for thofe 
which were formerly brought thither, have multiplied confiderably. In regard to 
their marriage, they proceed as follows: In cafe you have not only male but likewife 
female negroes, they muft intermarry, and then the children are all your flaves; but if 
you poffeis a male negro only, and he has an inclination to marry a female belonging 
to a different mafter, you do not -hinder your negro in fo delicate a point ; but it is no 
advantage to you, for the children belong to the mafter of the female; it is therefore 
advantagcous to have negro-women. A man who kills his negro muft fuffer death for 
it: there is not however an example here of a white man’s having been executed on 
this account. A few years ago it happened that a mafter killed his flave; his friends 
and even the magiftrates fecretly advifed him to leave the country, as otherwife they 
could not avoid taking him prifoner, and then he would be condemned to die accord- 
ing to the laws of the country, without any hopes of faving him. This lenity was em- 
ployed towards him, that the negroes might not have the fatisfaction of fi a matter 
executed for killing his flave; for this would lead them to ail forts ~gerous 
defigns againft their mafters, and to value themfelves too much, Puhyy 

The negroes were formerly brought from Africa, as I mentioned beforé} but now 
this feldom happens, for they,are bought in the Weft Indies, or American Iflands, 
whither they were originally brought from their own country: for it has been found 
that on tranfporting the negroes from Africa, immediately into thefe northern coun- 
tries, they have not fuch a good {tate of health, as when they gradually change places, 
and are firft carried from Africa to the Weft Indies, and from thence to North 
America. It has frequently been found, that the negroes cannot ftand the cold here 
fo well as,the Europeans or whites ; for whilft the latter are not in the leaft afteCted by 
the cold, the toes and fingers of the former are frequently frozen. There is likewile 
a material difference among them in this point; for thofe who come immediately from 
Africa, cannot bear the cold fo well as thofe who are either born in this country, or 
have been here for a confiderable time ; for the froft eafily hurts the hands or feet of 
the negroes which come from Africa, or occafions violent pains in their whole body, 
or in {ome parts of it, though it does not at all affect thofe who have beén here for 
fome time. There are frequent examples that the negroes on their paflage from 
Africa, if it happens in winter, have fome of their limbs deftroyed by froft, on board 
the fhip, when the cold is but very inconfiderable, and the failors are fcarce obliged to 
cover their hands. I was even affured, that fomenegroes have been feen here, who have 
had an exceflive pain in their legs, which afterwards broke in the middle, and dropped 
entirely from the body, together with the flefh on them. ‘Thus it is the fame cafe 
with men here, as with plants which are brought from the fouthern countries, and 
cannot accuftom themfelves to a, colder climate. : . 

The price of negroes differs according to their age, health, and abilities. A full- 
grown negro cofts from forty pounds and upwards to a hundred, of Penfylvania cur- 


rency. A negro boy or girl, of two or three years old, can hardly be got for lefs than 
eight 
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-eight or fourteen pounds in'Penfylvania currency. Not only the quakers, but Ekewite 
feveral chriftians of other denominations, fometimes fet their negroes at liberty. This 
is done in the following manner: When a gentleman has a faithful negro, who has 
done him great fervices, he fometimes declares him independent at his death.’ This is 
however very expenfive ; for they are obliged to make a provifion for the negro thus 
fet at liberty, to afford him fubfiftence when he is grown old, that he may not be 
driven by neceflity to wicked a€tions, or that he may be at any body’s charge, for thefe 
free negroes become very lazy and indolent afterwards. But the children which the 
free negro has begot during his fervitude, are all flaves, though their father be free. 
On the other hand, thofe negro children are free whofe parents are at liberty. The 
negroes in the North American colonies are treated more mildly, and fed better than 
thofe in the Weft Indies. They have as good food as the relt of the fervants, and 
they poffefs equal advantages in all things, except their being obliged to ferve their 
whole life-time, and get no other wages than what their mafter’s goodnefs allows them : 
they are likewife ciad at their mafter’s expence. On the contrary, in the Welt Indies, 
and efpecially in the Spanith iflands, they are treated very cruelly; therefore no threats 
make more impreflion upon a negro here, than that of fending him over to the Weft 
Indies, in cafe he would not reform. It has likewife_been ‘frequently found by expe. 
rience, that when you fhow too much remifinefs to thefe negroes, they grow fo obftinate, 
that they will no longer do any thing but of their own accord: therefore a {tri& dif 


cipline i neceffary, if their mafter expetts to be fatisfied with their fervices. 
Inf 1620, fome negroes were brought to North America in a Dutch fhip, 
andi | they bought twenty of them. Thefe are faid to have been the firft that 


came hither. When the Indians, who were then more numerous in the country than 
at prefent, faw thefe black people for the firft time, they thought they were a true breed 
of devils, and therefore they called them Manitto for a great while: this word in their _ 
language fignifies‘not only God, but likewife the devil. Sometime before that, when 
they faw the firft European fhip on their coafts, they were perfeétly perfuaded that God 
him(elf was in the fhip. ‘This account I got from fome Indians, who preferved it among 
them as a tradition which they had received from their anceftors: therefore the arrival 
of the negroes feemed to them to have confufed every thing ; but fince that time, they 
have entertained lefs difagreeable notions of the negroes, for at prefent many live 
among them, and they even fometimes intermarry, as I myfelf have {een. 

The negroes have therefore been upwards of a hundred and thirty years in this 
country: but the winters here, efpecially m New England and New York, areas fevere 
as our Swedifh winters. I therefore very carefully enquired, whether the cold had not 
been obferved to affeét the colour of the negroes, and to change it, fo that the third or 
fourth generation from the firft that came hither, were not {fo black as their anceftors. 
But I was generally anfwered, that there was not the leaft difference of colour to be 
perceived ; and that a negro born here, of parents which were likewife born in this 
country, and whofe anceftors both men and women had all been blacks born in this 
country, up to the third or fourth generation, was not at all different in colour from 
thofe negroes who are brought directly over from Africa. From hence many people 
conclude, that a negro or his pofterity do not change colour, though they continue ever 
fo long ina cold climate ; but the mixing of a white man with a negro woman, or of 
a negro with a white woman, has a different effect ; therefore to prevent any difagree- 
able mixtures of the white people and negroes, and that the negroes may not form too 
great an opinion of themfelves, to the difadvantage of their mafters, I am told there is 
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a Tae made, prohibiting the whites of both fexes to: marry negroes, under-pain of death, 

and deprivation of the clergyman who marries them 3. but that the whites arid blacks 

fometimes mix, appears from children of a mixed complexion, which are fometimes 
born. ‘ 

It is likewife greatly to be pitied, that the mafters of thefe negroes in moft of the 
Englih colonies take little care of their {piritual welfare, and let them live on in 
their Pagan darknefs. There are even fome, who would be very ill pleafed at, and 
would by all means hinder their negroes from being: inftructed in the: doétrines of 
Chriftianity ; to this they are partly led by the conceit of its being fhameful, to have 
a {piritual brother or filter among fo defpicable a people; partly by thinking that they 
fhould not be able to keep their negroes fo meanly afterwards; and partly through 
fear of the negroes growing too proud, on feeing themfelves upon a level with their 
mafters in religious matters. 

Several writings are well known, which mention, that the negroes in South America 
have a kind of poifon with which they kill each other, though the effect is not fudden, 
but happens a long time after the perfon has taken it: the fame dangerous art of 
poifoning is known by the negroes of North America, as has frequently been ex- 
perienced. However only a few of them know the fecret, and they likewife know the 
remedy againft it, therefore when a negro feels himfelf poifoned, and can recollect the 
enemy who might poffibly have given him the poifon, he goes to him, and. endeavours 
by money and entreaties to move him to deliver him from the poifon ; but if the negro. 
is malicious, he does not only deny that he ever poifoned him, but likewife that he 
knows a remedy againft it: this poifon does not kill immediately, for fometimes the 
fick perfon dies fome years after. But from the moment he has the poifon, he falls 
into a confumption, and enjoys few days of good health = fuch a poor wretch often 
knows-that he is poifoned, the moment he gets the poifon. The negroes commonly 
employ it on fuch of their brethren as behave well, are beloved by their matters, and. 
feparate as it were from their countrymen, or do.not like to converfe with them, 
They have likewife often other reafons for their enmity; but there are few examples 
of their’ having poifoned their mafters. Perhaps the mild treatment they receive, 
keeps them from doing it, or perhaps they fear that they slay be difcovered, and that, 
in fuch a cafe, the fevereft punifhments would be inflicted on them. 

‘Fhey never difcover what the poifon confifts of, and keep it fecret beyond concep- 
tion. It is probable that it is a very common thing, which may be got all the world. 
over, for wherever they are they can always eafily procure it, ‘Therefore it cannot be 
a plant, as feveral learned men have thought; for that is not to be met with every. 
where. I have heard many accounts here of negroes who have been killed by this. 
poifon. I fhall only mention one incident,.which happened during my ftay in this 
country. A man here had a negro who was exceedingly faithful to him, and behaved: 
fo well, that he would not have given him for twenty other negroes. His mafter- 
likewife fhewed him a peculiar kindnefs, and the flave’s conduét equalled. that of the 

. beft Chriftian fervant ; he likewife converfed as little as poffible with the other negroes; 
on that account they hated him to excefs ; but as he was fcarce ever in company with: 
them, they had-no opportunity of conveying the poifon to him, which they had often. 
tried. However, on coming to town during the fair (for he lived in the country), 
fome other negroes invited him to drink with them. At firft he would not, but they 
prefled him till he was obliged to comply. As foon as he came into the room, the- 
others took a pot from the wall and pledged him,. defiring bim to drink likewife :. he- 

dyank,,. 
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“drank, ‘but whén he took the pot from his mouth, He faid,, what beets’ this? Ie tevfall, 
of ****#*, °°" purpofely omit what he nyeationed, for it feems undoubtetlly 'to ‘ave 


been the name of the poifort with.which andlicious' do fo much hari, and: which 


is to be met with almoft every where: It might be too.much employed'to wicked 


purpofes, and it is therefore better‘that it remains unknown .The. other negroes and 
“‘negro-women fell. a laughing at the complaints of their hated countryman, and danced 
and fung as if they had done an excellent action, and had at laft obtained’the point fo 
much wifhed-for. The innocent negro went away immediately, and, when he got home, 
faid, that the other negroes had certainly poifoned him : he then fell into a confumption, 
and no remedy could prevent his death. . re 

Dec. 7th. ‘In the morning I undertook again @ little journey to Raccoon, in New 
Jerfey. : 

It io not feem difficult to find out the reafons why the people multiply more here 
than in Europe. As foon as a perfon is old enough, he may marry in thefe provinces, 
without any fear of poverty ;. for there is fuch a tract of good ground yetfuncultivated, 
that’a new-married man can, without difficulty, get a {pot of ground, where he.may 
fufficiently fubfift with his wife and children. ‘The taxes are very low, and he néed ot 
be under any concern on their account. The liberties he enjoys are fo great, that “he 
confiders himfelf as a prince in his poffeffions. . I fhall here demonftrate, by fome plain. 
‘examples, what effect fuch a conftitution is capable of. : 

Maons Keen, one of the Swedes in Raccoon, was now near feventy years old : he 
had many children, grandchildren, and_great-grand-children 3 fo that, of ghofe who 
were yet alive, he could mufter up forty-five perfons. Befides thém, fevéraf of “his 

children and grand-children died young, and fome in a mature age. He was, 

therefore uncommonly bleffed. Yet his happinefs is not comparable to that which 
is to be feen in the following examples, and which I have extracted from the Phila- 
delphia gazette. ; ; ee 

In the year 1732, died at Ipfwich, in New England, Mrs. Sarah’ Tuthil, a widow, ‘aged 
eighty-fix years. She had brought fixteen children into the world ; and from feven of 
them only, fhe had feen oge hundred and feventy-feven grand-children and great. 
grand-children. : 

In 1739, May 30th, the children, grand, and great-grand-children, of Mr. Richard 
Buttington, in the parifh of Chefter, in Penfylvania, were affembled in his houfe ; and 


they made together one hundred and fifteen perfons. The parent of thefe children, ‘ 


Richard Buttington, who was born in England, was then entering into his eighty-fifth 
year; and was at that time quite frefh, aétive, and fenfible. His eldeft fon, then fixty 
years old, was the firft Englithman born in Penfylvania. : 

In 1742, 8th of Jan., died at Trenton, in New Jerfey, Mrs. Sarah -Furman, a 
widow, aged ninety-feven years. She was born in New England, and left five children, 


fixty-one grand-children, one hundred and eighty-two great-grand-children, and twelve 


great-great-grand-children, who were all alive when the died. 

In 1739, 28th of Jan., died at South Kingfton, in New England, Mrs. Maria Hazard, 
a widow, in the hundredth year of her age. She was born in Rhode Ifland, and was 
a grandmother of the then vice-governor of that ifland, Mr. George Hazard. . She 
could count altogether five hundred children, grand-children, great-grand-children, 
and great-great-grand-children. When fhe died, two hundred and five perfons of them 
were alive; a grand-daughter of hers had already been grandmother near ~fifteen 
years. 
* _In 
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_ , _In this manner, the ufual with of hicting in ow Heteay that the new-married couple 
‘may fee their grand children, till theethird and fourth’ generation, - has been literally 
fulfilled in regard to fome of thefe perfons*. - - 

Dec. oth. In every country we commonly meet with a number of infects ; of which 
many, though they be ever fo fmall and contemptible, can do confiderable damage to 
the inhabitants. Of thefe dangerous infeéts there are likewife fome in North 
America: fome are peculiar to that country, others are common to Europe likewife. - 

Ihave already mentioned the mofquitoes asa kind of difagreeable gnats ;. and another 
noxious infeét, the bruchus pifi, which deftroys whole fields with peafe. I fhall here 
add fome more. _ 

There are a kind of locufts, which about every feventeenth year, come hither in 
incredible numbers. They come out of the ground in the middle of May, and make, 
for fix weeks together, fuch a noife in the trees and woods, that two perfons who 
meet in fuch places, cannot underftand each other, unlefs they fpeak louder than the 
locufts can chirp. During that time, they make with the {ting in their tail, holes into 
the foft bark of the little branches on the trees, by which  _thefe branches are 
ruined. They do no other harm to the trees or other plants. In the interval, between 
the years when they are fo numerous, they are only feen or heard fingle in the woods. 

_  Thereis likewife a kind of caterpillars in thefe provinces, which eat the leaves from 
the trees. They are-alf innumerable in fome years. In the intervals there are but 
few of them: but, when they come, they ftrip the tree fo entirely of their leaves, that 
the woods in the middle of fummer are as naked as in winter. They eat all kinds of 
leaves, and very few treesare left untouched by them: as, about that time of the year, 
the heat is moft exceflive, the {tripping the trees of their leaves has this fatal confequence, 
that they cannot withftand the heat, but dry up entirely. In this manner, great forefts 
are fometimes entirely ruined. ‘The Swedes, who live here, fhewed me, here and there, 
great tratts in the woods, where young trees were now growing, inftead of the old ones, 
which fome years ago had been deftroyed by the caterpillars. Thefe caterpillars 
afterwards change into moths, or phalznz, which fhall be defcribed in the fequel, in 
their proper places. ; 

In other years the grafs-worms do a great deal of damage in feveral places, both in the 
meadows and corn-fields. For the fields are at certain times over-run with great armies 
of thefe worms, as with the other infects ; yet it is very happy that thefe many plagues 
do not come all together. For in thofe years, when the locufts are numerous, the 
caterpillars and grafs-worms are not very confiderable, and it happens fo with the latter 
kinds, {fo that only one of the three kinds comes ata time. Then there are feveral 
years when they are very fcarce. The grafs-worms have been obferved to fettle 
chiefly in a fat foil; but as foon as careful hufbandmen difcover them, they draw 
narrow channels with almoft perpendicular fides quite round the field in which the 
worms are fettled ; then, by creeping further, they all fall into the ditch, and cannot 
get out again. I was affured, by many perfons, that thefe three forts of infe&s fol- 
Towed each other pretty clofely ; and that the locufts came in the firft year, the cater- 
pillars in the fecond, and the grafs-worms in the laft : I have likewife found, by my own 
experience, that this is partly true. 

Moths, or tineze, which eat the clothes, are likewife abundant here. I have feen 
cloth, worfted gloves, and other woollen ftuffs, which had hung all the fummer locked 


* Mr. Kalm fpeaks here of the Swedifh liturgy. 
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up in a fhrine, and had not been taken care of, quite cut through by thefe worns, {fo 
that whole pieces fell out. Furs, which had been kept in the garret, were frequently, 
fo rnined by worms, that the hair went off by handfuls. I am, however, not certain- 
whether thefe worms were originally in the country, or whether they were brought 
ever from Europe. nas. 

Fleas are likewife to be found in this part of the world. Many thoufarids were undoubt- 
edly brought ever from other countries ; yet immenfe numbers of them have certainly 
been heré fince time immemorial. I have feen them on the grey {quirrels, and on the 
hares which have been killed in fuch defart parts of this country. where no human 
creature ever lived. As I afterwards came further up into the country, and was obliged 
to lie at night in the huts and beds of the Indians, I was fo plagued by immenfe quan- 
tities of fleas that I imagined I was put to the torture. They drove me from the 
bed, and I was very glad to fleep on the benches below the roof of the huts. But it is 
eafy to conceive that the many dogs which the Indians keep, breed fleas without end. 
Dogs and men lie promifcucufly in the huts; and a ftranger can hardly lie down and 
fhut his cyes, but h@is in danger of being either {queezed to death, or ftifled bya 
dozen cr more dogs, which Ite round him and upon him, in order to have a good 
refting place. For I imagine they do not expect that ftrangers will venture to beat 
them, or throw them off as their mafters and miftrefles conymonly do. 

The noify crickets (gryllus domefticus) which are fometimes to be met with in the 
houfes in Sweden, I have not perceived in any part of Penfylvania or New Jerfey ; and 
other people whom I have afked, could not fay that they had ever feen any. In fum. 
mer there are a kind of black crickets * in the fields, which make exaétly the fame chirp- 
ing noife as our houfe crickets. But they keep only to the fields, and were filent as 
foon as winter or the cold weather came on. They fay it fometimes happens that thefe 
field crickets take refuge in houfes, and chirp continually there, whilft it is warm 
weather, or whilft the rooms are warm ; but as foon as it grows cold they. are filent. 
In fome parts of the province of New York, and in Canada, every farm-houfe, and moft 
of the houfes in the towns, fwarm with fo many, that no farm-houfe in our country can 
be better ftocked with them. ‘They continue their mf@fic there throughout the 
whole winter. 

Bugs (cimex leCtularius) are very plentiful here. I have been fufficiently tormented 
by them in many places in Canada; but I do not remember having feen any with 
the Indians, during my itay at Fort Frederick. The commander there, Mr. de Loufig- 
nan, told me, that none of the Illinois and other Indians of the weftern parts of North 
America knew any thing of thefe vermin; and he added, that he could with. certainty 
fay this from his own experience, having been among them for a great while. Yet 
I cannot determine whether bugs were firit brought over by the Europeans, or whether 
they have originally been in the country. Many people looked upon them as natives 
of this country, and as a proof of it faid, that under the wings of bats the people had 
often found bugs, which had eaten very deep into the flefh. It was therefore believed 
that the bats had got them in fome hollow tree, and had afterwards brought them into 
the houfes, as they commonly fix themfelves clofe to the walls, and creep into the little 
chinks which they meet with; but as I have never feen any bugs upon bats, I cannot 
fay any thing upon that fubje&. Perhaps a loufe or a tick (acarus) has been taken 


* Perhaps it is the gryllus campeftris, or common black field cricket of Europe, of which Rocfel, in his 
work on infects, vol. 2, Gryll, f. 13, has giving a fing drawing. F.- 
; ! for 
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for a bag; -oi;if a real bug has'been found: upotieBat’s wing, it is'very-ealy to‘ con- 
ceive'that it fixed on the bat, whilft the latter: was fitting ‘in‘the’chinks of a houfe ftocked 
with Eyropean bugs. . Xs 7 

As the peéple here could not bear the inconvenience of thefe vermin, any more than 
we can in Sweden, they endeavoured to expel them by different means. F have already 
remarked, that the beds to that purpofe were made of faflafras wood, but that they 
were only temporary remedies. Some perfons affured me that they had found, from 
their own experience, and by repeated trials,-that no remedy was more effectual 
towards the expulfion of bugs than the injeéting of boiling water into all the cracks 
where they are fettled, and wafhing all the wood of the beds with it ; this being twice 
or thrice repeated, the bugs are wholly deftroyed. But if there are bugs in neigh- 
bouring houfes, they will faften to one’s clothes, and thus be brought over into other 
houfes. ; 

I cannot fay whether thefe remedies are good or no, as I have not tried them; but 
by repeated trials I have been convinced that fulphur, if: it be properly employed, 
entirely deftroys bugs and their eggs in beds and walls, though they were ten times 
more numerous than the ants in an ant-hill*. 

The mill-beetles, or cock-roaches, are likewife a plague of North America, and are 
fettled in many of its provinces. The learned Dr. Colden was of opinion that thefe 
infe&ts were properly natives of thé Weft Indies, and that thofe that were found ‘in 
North America were brought over from thofe iflands. To confirm his opinion, he 
faid, that it was yet daily feen how the fhips coming with goods from the Welt Indies 
to North America, ‘brought mill-beetles with them in great numbers. But from the 
obfervations which I have made in this country, { have reafon to believe that thefe 
infects have been on the continent of North America time immemorial. Yet notwith- 
ftanding this I do not deny their being brought over from the Weft Indies. They 
are in almoft every houfe in the city of New York; and thofe undoubtedly came over 
in hips. But how can that be faid of thofe mill-beetles which are found in the midft 
of the woods and deferts ?, : _ 

The Englifh likewife cajl the mill-beetles cock-roaches, and the Dutch give thent 
the name of cackerlack. ‘The Swedes in this country call them brodoetare, or bread- 
eaters, on account of the damage they do to the bread, which I am going to defcribe, 
Dr. Linnzus calls them blatta orientalis. Many of the Swedes call them likewife 
kackerlack. ‘They are not only obferved in the houfes, but in the fummer they appear 
’ often in the woods, and run about the trees which are cut down. On bringing in alk 
forts of old rotten blocks of wood for fuel, in February, I difcovered feveral cock- 
roaches fettled in them; they were at firft quite torpid, or as it were dead; but after 
lying in the room for a while, they recovered, became very lively, and began to ran 
about. I afterwards found very often, that when old rotten wood was brought home in 
winter, and cut in pieces for fuel, the cock-roaches were got into it in numbers, and 
lay in it ina torpid ftate. In the fame winter, a fellow cut downa great dry tree, and 
was about to fplit it. I then obferved ina crack, fome fathoms above the ground, 
feveral cock-roaches together with the common ants. They were, it feems, crept up 
agreat way, in order to find a fecure place of abode againft winter. On travelling, in 
the middle of Odober 1749, through the uninhabited country between the Englifh 
and French colonies, and making a fire at night near a thick half-rotten tree, on the 


-* A ftill more infallible remedy is to wath all the furniture infeed with that vermin, with a folution 
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thore of Lake Champlain, numbers of cock-roaches came out of the wood, being 
wakened by the fmoke and the fire, which. had driven them out of their holes, The 
Frenchmen, who were then in- my company, did not not know them, and could not 
give them any name. In Canada the French did not remember feeing any in the 
houfes. In Penfyivania, I am told, they run in immenfe numbers about the heaves 
of corn, during the harveft. At other times they live commonly in the houfes in the 
Englifh fettlements, and lie in the crevices, efpecially in the cracks of thofe beams which 
fupport the ceiling, and are neareft to the chimney. 

They doa deal of damage by eating the foft parts of the bread. If they have once made 
ahole intoadoaf, they will in a little time eat all the foft part in it, fo that on cutting 
the loaf, nothing but the cruft is left. I am told they likewife eat other viuals. 
Sometimes they bite people’s nofes or feet, whilft they aré afleep. An old Swede, 
called Suen Laock, a grandfon of the Rev. Mr. Laockenius, one of the firft Swedith 
clergymen that came to Penfylvania, told me, that he had in his younger years been 
once very much frightened on account of a cock-roach, which crept into his ear whilft 
he was alleep. He waked fuddenly, jumped out of bed, and felt that the infect, pro- 
sably out of fear, was endeavouring with allits ftrength to get deeper. Thefe attempts 
of the cock-roach were fo painful to him, that he imagined his head was burtting, 
and he was almoft fenfelefs; however he haftened to the well, and bringing. up a 
bucker full of water, threw fome into his ear. As foon-as the cock-roach found 
itfelf in danger of being drowned, it endeavoured to fave itfelf, and pufhed backwards 
out of the ear, with its hind feet, and thus happily delivered the poor man from his 
fears. 

The wood-lice are difagreeable infe€ts, which in a manner are worfe than the pre- 
ceding ; but as I have already defcribed them in a peculiar memoir, which is printed 
among the memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences for the year 1754, I refer my 
readers to that account. : 

Dec. 11th, This morning I made a little excurfion to Penn’s Neck, and further 
ever the Delaware to Wilmington. The country round Penn’s Neck has the fame 
qualities as that about other ‘places in this part of New Jerfey. For the ground confifts 
chiefly of fand, with a thin ftratum of black foil. It is not very hilly, but chiefly flat, 
and in mof places covered with open woods of fuch trees as have annual leaves, efpe- 
cially oak. Now and then you fee a fingle farm, and a little corn-field round it. 
Between them are here and there little marfhes or fwamps, and fometimes a brook 
with water, which has a very flow motion. 

‘The woods of thefe parts confiit of all forts of trees, but chiefly of oak and hiccory. 
Thefe woods have certainly never been cut down, and have always grown without 
hindrance. It might therefore be expected that there are trees of an uncommon great 
age to be found in them ; but it happens otherwife, and there are very few trees three 
hundred years old. Moft of them are only two hundred years old ; and this convinced 
me that trees have the fame quality as animals, and die after they are arrived at a cer- 
tain age. Thus we find great woods here, but when the trees in them have ftood an 
hundred and fifty or an hundred and eighty years, they are either rotting within, or 
lofing their crown, or their wood becomes quite foft, or their roots are no longer able 
to draw in fufficient nourifhment, or they die from fome other caufe. Therefore when 
ftorms blow, which fometimes happens here, the trees are broke off either juft above 
the root, or in the middle, or at the fummit. Several trees are likewife torn out with 
their roots by the power of the winds. The ftorms thus caufe great devaftations in thete 
forefts. Everywhere you fee trees thrown down by the winds, after they are too 
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much weakened by one or the other of the above-meritioned caufes to be able to refift 
their fury. Fire likewife breaks out often inthe woods, and burns: the trees half way 
from the root, fo that a violent guft of wind eafily throws them down. 

On travelling through thefe woods, I purpofely tried to find out, by the pofition of 
the trees which were fallen down, which winds are the ftrongeft hereabouts. But I 
could not conclude any thing with certainty, for the trees fell on all fides, and lay 
towards all the points of the compafs. I therefore judged, that any wind which blows 
from that fide where the roots of the tree are weakeft and fhorteft, and where it can 
make the leaft refiftance, muft root it up and throw it down. In this manner the 
old trees die away continually, and are fucceeded by a young generation. Thofe 
which are thrown down lie on the ground and putrify, fooner or later, and by that 
means increafe the black foil, into which the leaves are likewife finally changed, which 
drop abundantly in autumn, are blown about by the winds for fome time, but are 
heaped up, and lie on both fides of the trees, which are fallen down. It requires 
feveral years before a tree is entirely reduced to duft. When the winds tear up a tree 
with the roots, a quantity of loofe foil commonly comes out with, and fticks to them 
for fome time, but at laft it drops off, and forms a little hillock, which is afterwards 
augmented by the leaves, which commonly gather about the roots. ‘Thus fevera 
inequalities are formed in the woods, fuch as little holes and hills; and by this means 
the upper foil muft likewife be heaped up in fuch places. : 

Some trees are more inclined to putrify than others, The tupelo-tree (nyffa), the 
tulip-tree (liriodendron), and the {weet gum-tree (liquidambar), became rotten in a 
fhort time. The hiccory did not take much time, and the black oak fell’ fooner to 
pieces than the white oak ; but this was owing to circumftances. If the bark remained 
on the wood, it was for the greateft part rotten, and entirely eaten by worms within, 
in the fpace of fix, eight, or ten*years, fo that nothing was to be found but a reddifk 
brown duit. But if the bark was taken, off, they would often lie twenty years before 
they were entirely rotten. The fuddennefs of a tree’s growth, the bignels of its pores, 
and the frequent changes of heat and wet in fummer, caufe it to rot fooner. To this it 
mutt be added, that all forts of infeéts make holes into the {tems of the fallen trees, and by 
that means the moifture and the air get into the tree, which muft of courfe forward 
putrefaction. Moft of the trees here have deciduous or annual leaves. Many of 
them begin to rot whilft they are yet ftanding and blooming. This forms the hollow 
trees, in which many animals make their nefts and places of refuge. 

The breadth of the Delaware dire€tly oppofite Wilmington, is reckoned an Englith 
mile and a half; yet to look at it, it did not feem to be fo great. The depth of the 
river, in the middle, is faid to be from four to fix fathoms here. 

Dec. 12th. ‘The joiners fay, that among the trees of this country they chiefly ufe 
the black walnut-trees, the wild cherry-trees, and the curled maple. Of the black 
walnut-trees (juglans nigra) there is yet a fufficient quantity. However carelefs people 
take pains enough to deftroy them, and fome peafants even ufe them as fuel. The 
wood of the wild cherry-trees {prunus Virginiana) is very good, and looks exceedingly 
well ; it hasa yellow colour, and the older the furniture is, which is made of it, the 
better it looks. But it is already difficult to get at it, for they cut it everywhere, and 
plant it nowhere. The curled maple (acer rubrum) is a {pecies of the common red 
maple, but likewife very difficult to be got. You may cut down many trees without 
finding the wood which you want. The wood of the {weet gum-tree (liquidambar) is 
merely employed in joiner’s work, fuch as tables and other furniture. But it mutt not 
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be brought near.the fire, becaufe it warps. The firs and the white gedars (cupreffus 
thyoides) are likewife made ufe of by the joiners for different forts of work. ; 

The millers who attended the mill which ftood here, faid, that the axletrees of the 
wheels of the mill were made of white oak, and that they continued good three or four 
years, but that the fir-wood does not keep fo well. The cogs of the mill-wheel and 
the pullies are made of the wood of the white walnut-tree, becaufe it is the hardeft 
which can be got here. The wood of mulberry-trees is of all others reckoned the moft 

. excellent for pegs and plugs in fhips and boats. ; ; 

At night I went over the river Delaware, from Wilmington to the ferrying-place, on 
the New Jerfey fide. : 

Dec. 13th. In the morning I returned to Raccoon. 

On many trees in the woods of this country, either on one of the fides, or in the 
middle of a branch, or round a branch, are greater or leffer knobs or excrefcences. 
Sometimes there is only a fingle one in a tree. In the fize there is a confiderable dif- 
ference, for fome of thefe knobs are as big and bigger than a man’s head, others are 
only fall, They projeét above the furface of the tree, like a tumor. Sometimes a 

* was quite covered with them. They do not lie on one fide only, but often form a 
‘ircle round a branch, and even round the ftem itfelf. THe trees which have thefe 
knobs are not always great ones, but fome not above a fathom high. The knobs com- 
monly confift of the fame parts as the wood itfelf, and look within like curled wood. 
Some of them are hollow. When a knob on a little tree is cut open, we commonly 
find a number of little worms in it, which are fometimes alfo common in the greater 
knobs. This fhews the origin of the knobs in general. The tree is ftung by infeéts, 
which lay their eggs under the bark, and ftom the eggs worms are afterwards hatched. 
They occafion an extravafation of the fap, which gradually condenfes into a knob. 
Only the trees with annual deciduous leaves have thefe knobs, and among them chiefly 
the oak, of which again the black and Spanifh oak have the greateft abundance of 
knobs. The-ath trees, (fraxinus excelfior) afd the red maple (acer rubrum) likewife 
have enough of them. Formerly the Swedes, and more efpecially the Finlanders, who 
are fettled here, made difhes, bowls, &c. of the knobs which were on the ath-trees. 
Thefe. veffels, I am told, were very pretty, and looked as if they were made of curled 
wood. ‘The oak-knobs cannot be employed in this manner as they are commonly 
worm-eaten and rotten within. At prefent the Swedes no longer make ufe of fuch 
bowls and difhes, but make ule of earthenware, or veffels made of other wood. Some 
knobs are of an uncommon fize, and make a tree havea monftrous appearance. Trees 
with knobs are very common in the woods of this country*. 

The roads are good or bad according to the difference of the ground. In a fandy 
foil the roads are dry and good; but ina clayey one they are bad. The people here 
are likewile very carelefs in mending them. Ifa rivulet be not very great, they donot 
make a bridge over it; and travellers may do as well as they can to get over: There- 
fore many people are in danger of being drowned in fuch places, where the water is 


* In Siberia, and ia the province of Wiatka, in the government of Cazan, in Ruffia, the inhabitants 
make ufe of the knobs, which are pretty frequently found in birches, to make bowls and other domettic 
utenfils thereof. They are turned, made pretty thin, and covered with a kind of varnifh, which gives 
them a pretty appearance ; for tne utenfil looks yellow, and is marbled quite in a picture{que manner, with 
brown veins. The belt kind of thefe veffels are made fo thin that they are femidiaphanous, and when put 
into hot water they grow quite pliant, and may be formed by main force, quite flit, but when again left 
to themfelves, and grown cold, they return to their original fhape. This kind of wood is called, in Ruffia, 
kap, and the veflels made of it, kappowie tchafhkt, and are pretty high in price, when they are of tnz 
bcit kind, and well varnifhed. F. . 
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'yifen by a heavy rain. When a tree falls acrofs thé road, it is feldom cut off, to keep 
,the.read clear, but the people go round it. ‘This they can eafily do, fince the ground 
“ig very eyen, and without {tones ; has no underwood or fhrubs, and the trees on it ftand 
much afunder. . Hence the roads here have fo many bendings. , 

The farms are moft of them fingle, and you feldom meet with even two together, 
except in towns, or places which are intended for towns; therefore there are but few 
villages. Each farm has its corn-fields, its woods, its paftures and meadows. This 
may perhaps have contribéted fomething towards the extirpation of wolves, that they 
everywhere met with houfes, and people who fired at them. ‘wo or three farm- 
houfes have generally a pafture or a wood in common, and there are feldom more to- 
gether; but moft of them have their own grounds divided from the others. 

Dec. 18th. All perfons who intend to be married, muft either have their banns 
publifhed three times from the pulpit, or get a licence from the governor. The banns 
of the poorer fort of people only are publifhed, and all thofe who are a little above 
them get a licence from the governor. In that licence he declares that he has examined 
the affair, and found no obftacles to hinder the marriage, and therefore he allows it. 
‘The licence is figned by the governor ; but, before he delivers it, the bridegroom muff 
come to him in company with two creditable and well-known men, who anfwer for him, 

~ that there really is no lawful obftacle to his marriage. Thefe men muft fublcribe a cer- 

 tificate, in which they make themfelves anfwerable for, and engage to bear all the 
damages of, any complaints made by the relations of the perfons who intend to be 
married, by their guardians, their mafters, or by thofe to whom they may have been 
promifed before. For all thefe circumftances the governor cannot poflibly know. 
‘They further certify that nothing hinders the intended marriage, and that nothing 
is to be feared on that account. For a licence they pay five and twenty fhillings in 
Penfylvatian money, at Philadelphia. The governor keeps twenty fhillings, or one 
pound, and the remaining five fhillings belong to his fecretary. The licence is direted 
only to proteftant clergymen. The quakers have a peculiar licence to their marriages. 
But as it would be very troublefome, efpecially for thofe who live far from the gover- 
nor’s refidence, to come up to town for every licence, and to bring the men with them 
who are to anfwer for them, the clergymen in the country commonly take a fufficient 
number of licences and certificates, which are ready printed, with blanks left for the 
names; they give them occafionally, and get the common money, one pound five fhil- 
lings, for each of them, befides fomething for their trouble. The money that they 
have collected, they deliver to the governor as foon as they come to town, together 
with the certificates, which are figned by two men, as above-mentioned ; they then 
take again as many licences as they think fufficient: from hence we may conceive that 
the governors in the Englifh North American colonies, befides their falaries, have very 
confiderable revenues *. 

There is a great mixture of people of all forts in thefe colonies, partly of fuch as are 
Jately come over from Europe, and partly of fuch as have not yet. any fettled place of 
abode. Hence it frequently happens that when a clergyman has married fuch a couple, 
the bridegroom fays he has no money at prefent, but would pay the fee at the firft op- 
portunity: however he goes off with his wife, and the clergyman never gets his due. 


* Though it is very defirable that. the members of the church of England may enjoy the fame religious 
liberty in America as the reft of their fetlow-fubjeéts, and have every part of their religious eftablifhment 
among themfelves, and that therefore bifhops might be introduced in America, it is however to be 
feared this will prove one of the obftacles to the introducing of Englifh bifhops in that part of the 
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This proceeding. has given occafion to a cuftom which is now common in Maryland. 
‘When the clergyman marries a very poor couple, he breaks off in the middle-of the 
liturgy, and cries out, Where is my fee? The man muft then give the money, and the 
clergyman proceeds ; but if the bridegroom has no money, the clergyman defers the 
marriage till another time, when the man is better provided. People of fortune, of 
whom the clergyman is fure to get his due, need not fear this difagreeable queftion, 
when they are married. 

However, though the parfon has got licences té marry a couple, yet if he be not 
very careful, he may get into very difagreeable circumftances ; for in many parts of the 
country there is a law made, which, notwithftanding the governor’s licence, greatly 
limits a clergyman in fome cafes. He is not allowed to marry a couple who are not 
yet of age, unlefs he be certain of the confent of their parents. He cannot marry fuch 
ftrangers as have bound themfelves to ferve a certain number of years, in order to pay 
off their paflage from Europe, without the confent of their mafters; if he aéts without 
their confent, or in oppofition to it, he muft pay a penalty of fifty pounds, Penfylvania 
currency, though he has the licence, and the certificate of the two men who are to 
anfwer for any objection. But parents or mafters give themfelves no concern about 
thefe men, but take hold af the clergyman, who is at liberty to profecute thofe who 
gave him the certificate, and to get his damages repaid. ‘With the confent of the pa- 
rents and mafters, he may marry people without danger to himfelf. No clergyman is’ 
allowed to marry a negro with one of European extraction, or he muft pay a penalty 
of one hundred pounds, according to the laws of Penfylvania. 

There is a very peculiar diverting cuftom here, in 35 op to marrying. Whenaman 
dies, and leaves his widow in great poverty, or fo that fhe cannot pay all the debts with 
what little fhe has left ; and that, notwithftanding all that, there is a perfon who will 
marry her, fhe muft be married in no other habit than her fhift. By that means, 
fhe leaves to the creditors of her deceafed hufband her cloaths, and every thing which 
they find in the houfe. But fhe is not obliged to pay them any thing more, becaufe 
fhe has left them all fhe was worth, even her cloaths, keeping only a fhift to cover her, 
which the laws of the country cannot refufe her. As foon as fhe is married, and no 
longer belongs to the deceafed hufband, fhe puts on the cloaths which the fecond has 

iven her. The Swedifh clergymen here have often been obliged to marry a woman 
in a drefs which is fo little expenfive, and fo light. This appears from the regifters kept 
in the churches, and from the accounts given by the clergymen themfelves. I have 
likewife often feen accounts of fuch marriages in the Englifh gazettes, which are printed 
in thefe colonies; and I particularly remember the following relation: A woman went, 
with no other drefs than her fhift, out of the houfe of her deceafed hufband to that of 
her bridegroom, who met her half way with fine new cloaths, and faid, before all who 
were prefent, that he lent them his bride; and put them on her with his own hands. It 
feems he faid that he lent the cloaths, left, if he had faid he gave them, the creditors of 
the firft hufband fhould come and take them from her ; pretending, that fhe was looked 
upon as the relict of her firft hufband, before fhe was married to the fecond. 

Dec. 21ft. Itfeems very probable, from the following obfervations, that long before 
the arrival of the Swedes, there have been Europeans in this province; and, in the 
fequel, we fhall give more confirmations of this opinion. The fame old Maons Keen, 
whom I have already mentioned before, told me repeatedly, that, on the arrival of the 
Swedes in the laft century, and on their making a fettlement, called Helfingburg, on 
the banks of the Delaware, fomewhat below the place where Salem is now fituated ; 
they found, at the depth of twenty feet, fome wells, inclofed with walls. This could 
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not be a-work of the native Americans, or Indians, as ‘bricks were entirely unknown to 
them.when the Europeans firft fettled here, at the end of the fifteenth century; and 
they flill lefs knew how to make ufe of them. The wells were at that time on the 
land; but in fuch a place, on the banks of the Delaware, as is fometimes under water, 
and fometimes dry. But fince the ground has been fo wafhed away, that the wells are 
entirely covered by the river, and the water is feldom low enough to thew the wells. 
As the Swedes afterwards made new wells for themfelves, at fome diftance from the 
former, they difcovered in.the ground, fome broken earthen veffels, and fome entire 
good bricks; and they have often got them out of the ground by ploughing. 

From thefe marks, it feems we may conclude, that, in times of yore, either Euro- 
peans, or other people of the then civilized parts of the world, have been carried hither 
by ftorms, or other accidents, fettled here, on the banks of the river, burnt bricks, and 
made a colony here; but that they afterwards mixed with the Indians, or were killed 
by them, They may gradually, by converfing with the Indians, have learnt their nfan- 
ners, and turn of thinking. The Swedes themfelves are accufed, that they were already 
half Indians, when the Englifh arrived in the year 1682. And we {till fee, that the 
French, Englifh, Germans, Dutch, and other Europeans, who have lived for feveral 
years together in diftant provinces, near and among the Indians, grow fo like them, in 
their behaviour and thoughts, that they can only be diftinguifhed by the difference of 

. their colour. But hiftory, together with the tradition among the Indians, affures us, 
that the above-mentioned wells and bricks cannot have been made at the time of Co- 
lumbus’s expedition, nor foon after ; as the traditions of the Indians fay, that thofe wells 
were made long before that epocha. This account of the wells, which. had been in- 
clofed with bricks, and of fuch bricks as have been found in feveral places in the ground, 
I have afterwards heard repeated by many other old Swedes. 

Dec. 2ad. An old farmer foretold a change of the weather, becaufe the air was 
very warm this day at noon, though the morning had been very cold. This he like- 
wife concluded, from having obferved the clouds gathering about the fun. The 
meteorological obfervations annexed to this work, will prove that his obfervation 
was juit. 

Dec. gift. The remedies againft the tooth-ach are almoft as numerous as days in a 
year. ‘There is hardly an old woman but can tell you three or four fcore of them, of 
which fhe is perfeétly certain that they are as infallible and {peedy in giving relief, as a 
month’s fafting, by bread and water, is toa burthenfome paunch. Yet it happens often, 
nay, too frequently, that this painful difeafe eludes all this formidable army of reme- 
dies. However, I cannot forbear obferving the following remedies, which have fome- 
times, in this country, been found effectual againft the tooth-ach. 

‘When the pains come from the hollownefs of the teeth, the following remedy is faid 
to have had a good effet: A little cotton is put at the bottom of a tobacco-pipe ; tle 
tobacco is put in upon it, and lighted; and you fmoke till it is almoft burnt up. By 
fmoking, the oil of the tobacco gets into the cotton, which is then taken out, and applied 
to the tooth as hot as it can be fuffered. 

The chief remedy of the Iroquois, or Iroquefe, again{t the tooth-ach, occafioned by 
hollow teeth, I heard of Captain Lindfey’s lady, at Ofwego; and fhe affured me, that 
fhe knew, from her own experience, that the remedy was effectual. They take the feed 
capfules of the Virginian Anemone, as foon as the feed is ripe, and rub them in pieces. 
Tt will then be rough, and look like cotton. This cotton-like fubftance is dipped into 
{trong brandy, and then put into the hollow tooth, which commonly ceafes to ache foon 
after. The brandy is biting or fharp, and the feeds of the anemone, as moft feeds of 
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the polyandria polygyria clafs of plants (or fuch.as have many ftamina, or male flowers, 
and many piftilla, or female flowers) have likewife ay acrimony.- “They ‘therefore, both: 
together, help to affuage the pain; and this remedy is-much of the fame kind with the 
former. Befides that, we have many féeds which have ‘the fame qualities with the- 
American anemone. — ; fat Ee ; 

The following remedy was much in vogue againft the tooth-ach which is attended 
with’ a fwelling: They boil gruel of flour of maize, and milk ; to ‘this they add, 
whilft it is yet over the fire, fome of the fat of hogs or other fuet, and ftir it well, 
that every thing may mix equally. A ae ees is then {pread over the gruel, and 
applied as hot as poffible to the {welled cheek; where it is kept till it is gone cool again. 
T have found, that this remedy has been very efficacious againtt a {welling ; as it leffens 
the pain, abates the fwelling, opens a gathering if there be any, and procures a good 
difcharge of the pus. 

I have feen the Iroquefe boil the inner bark of the fambucus Canadenfis, or Canada 
elder, and put it on that part of the cheek in which the pain was moft violent. This, 
Tam told, often diminifhes the pain. 

Among the Iroquefe, or Five Nations, upon the river Mohawk, I faw a young Indian 
woman, who, by frequent drinking of tea, had got a violent tooch-ach. To cure it, fhe 
boiled the myrica afplenii folia,-and tied it, as hot as fhe could bear it, on the whole: 
cheek. She faid, that remedy had often cured the tooth-ach before. : 

Jan. 2d, 1749. Before the Europeans, under the direétion of columbus, came ta 
the Welt Indies, the favages or Indians (who lived there fince times immemorial) were 
entirely unacquainted with iron, which appears very ftrange to us, as North America, 
almoft in every part of it, contains a number of iron mines. They were therefore 
obliged to fupply this,want with fharp ftones, hells, claws of birds and wild beatts, 
pieces of bones, and other things of that kind, whenever they intended to make 
hatchets, knives, and fuch like inftruments. From hence it appears, that they mult 
have led a very wretched life. ‘The old Swedes, who lived here, and had had‘an in» 
tercourfe with the Indians when they were young, and at atime when they were yet 
very numerous in thefe parts, could tell a great many things concerning their manner 
of living. At this time the people find accidentally, by ploughing and digging in the 
ground, feveral of the inftruments which the Indians employed, before the Swedes and 
other Europeans had provided them with iron tools. For it is obfervable that the In. 
dians at prefent make ufe of no other tools, than fuch as are made of iron and other metals, 
and which they always get from the Europeans. Of this 1 fhall be more particular, 
in its proper place. But having had an opportunity of feeing and partly collecting a 

reat many of the ancient Indian tools, [-fhall here defcribe them. « 

Their hatchets were made of ftone. Their fhape is fimilar to that of the wedges 
with which we cleave our wood, about halfa foot long, and broad: in proportion ; 
they are made like a wedge, tharp at one end, but rather blunter than our wedges. 
As this hatchet mutt be fixed on a handle, there was a notch made all round the thick 
end. ‘To faften it, they fplit a ftick at one end, and put the ftone between it, fo 
that the two halves of the ftick come into the-notches ofthe flone ; then they tied. 
the two {plit ends together with a rope, or fomething like ‘it, almoft in the fame way. 

” as fmiths Pften the inftrument with which they cut off iron, to a fplit flick. Some 
of thefe ftone-hatchets were not notched or furrowed at the upper end, and it feems 
they only held thofe in their hands in order to hew or ftrike with them, and. did not 
wank bhandtec ta them. Molt of the hatchets which I have feen. confifted of a hard . 
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Tadians:intended.:to fell a thick.frong tree, . they.cegid not. make ufe of their hatchets, 
but, for want of proper inftraments, employed fire. 'They.fet fire to a great quantity 
ef wood at the roots of the tree, and made it fall by that‘means. But that the fire 
might not reach higher than they would have it, they faftened fome rags to a pole, 
dipped them into water, and kept continually wafhing the tree, a little above the fire. 
Whenever they intended to hollow out a thick tree for a canoe, they laid dry branches 
all along the ftem of the tree, as far as it muft be hollowed out. ‘They then put fire 
‘to thofe dry branches, and as foon as they were burnt, they were replaced by others. 
Whilf thefe branches. were burning, the Indians were very bufy with wet rags, and 
pouring water upon the tree, to prevent the fire from fpreading too far on the fides, 
and at the ends. The tree being burnt hollow as far as they found it fufficient, or as 
far as it could, without damaging the canoe, they took the above defcribed ftone- 
hatchets, or {harp flints, and quartzes, or fharp fhells, and fcraped off the burnt 
part of the wood, and fmoothened the boats within. By this means they likewife 
gave it what fhape they pleafed. Inftead of cutting with a hatchet fuch a piece of 
wood as was neceffary for making a canoe, they likewife employed fire. A canoe 
was commonly between thirty and forty feet long. The chief ufe of their hatchets 
was, according to the unanimous accounts of all the Swedes, to make good fields 
for maize-plantations; for if the ground wheré they intended to make a maize-field 
was covered with trees, they cut off the bark all round the trees with their hatchets, 
efpecially at the time when they lofe, their fap. By that means the tree became dry 
and could not take any more nourifhment, and the leaves could ne longer obftruct 
the rays of the fun from paffing. The fmaller trees were then pulled’ out by main 
force, and the ground was a little turned up with crooked or fharp branches, 

Inftead of knives they were fatisfied with little tharp pieces of flint or quartz, or 
elfe fome other hard kind of a ftone, or with a harp fhell, ox with a piece of a bone 
which they had fharpened. 

At the end of their arrows they-faftened narrow angulated pieces of ftone; they 
made ufe of them, having no iron to make them fharp again, ora wood of fufficient 
hardnefs: thefe points were commonly flints or quartzes, but fometimes likewife 
another kind of a ftone. Some employed the bones of animals, or the claws of birds 
and beafts. Some of thefe ancient harpoons are very blunt, and it feems that the 
Indians might kill birds and fmall quadrupeds with them; but whether they could 
enter deep into the body of a great beaft or of a man, by the velocity which they get 
from the bow, I cannot afcertain;. yet fome have been found very fharp and well 
made. y 

They had ftone peftles, about a foot long, and 2s thick as a man’s arm. They 
confift chiefly of a black fort of a ftone, and were formerly employed by the In- 
dians, for pounding maize, which has, fince. times immemorial, been their chief and. 
almoft their only corn. They had neither wind-mills, water-mills, nor hand-mills, to 
grind it, and did not fo much as know a mill before the Europeans came into the 
country. Ihave fpoken with old Frenchmen in Canada, who told me:that the In- 
dians had been aftonifhed beyond expreflion when the French fet up the firft wind. 
mill, They came in numbers, even from the moft diftant parts, to view this wonder, 
and were not tired with fitting near it for feveral days together, in order to obferve 
it; they were long of opinion that it was not driven by the wind, but by the fpirits 
who lived within it. They were partly under the fame aftonifhment when the firft 
water-mill was built. They formerly pounded all their corn or maize in hollow trees, 
with the above-mentioned peftles, made of ftone. Many Indians had only wooden 
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peftles.. The blackith ftone, of which the hatchets and _peftles are. fometimes made, . 
is very good for a grind{tone, and therefore both the Englifh and the Swedes 
wists the hatchets and ‘peftles chiefly as grindftones, at prefent, when they can get 
them. : : 

‘The old boilers or kettles of the Indians, were either made of .clay, or of different 
kinds of potftone, (lapis ollaris). The former confifted of a dark clay, mixt with 
grains of white fand or quartz, and burnt in the fire. Many of thefe kettles have 
two holes in the upper margin, on each fide one, through which the Indians put a 
flick, and held the kettle ever the fire, as long as it was to boil. Mot of the kettles 
have no feet. It is remarkable that no pots of this kind have been found glazed, 
either on the outfide or the infide. A few of the oldeft Swedes could yet re- 
member. feeing the Indians boil their meat in thefe pots. They are very thin, and of 
different fizes; they are made fometimes of a greenith, and fometimes of a grey pot- 
ftone, and fome are made of another fpecies of apyrous ftone ; the bottom and the 
margin are frequently above an inch thick. The Indians, notwithftanding their being 
unacquainted with iron, fteel, and other metals, have learnt to hollow out very in- 
genioufly thefe pots or kettles of pot-{tone. 

The old tobacco-pipes of the Indians are likewife made of clay, or pot-ftone, or 
ferpentine-ftone. The firft fort aré fhaped like our tobacco-pipes, though much 
coarfer and not fo well made. The tube is thick and fhort, hardly an inch long, . 
bat fometimes as long as a finger; their colour comes neareft to that of our tobacco- 
pipes which have been long ufed. ‘Their tobacco-pipes of pot-ftone are made of the 
fame ftone as their kettles. Some of them are pretty well made, though they had 
neither iron nor fteel. But befides thefe’kinds of tobacco-pipes, .we find another fort 
of pipes, which are made with great ingenuity, of a Mell fine red pot-ftone, or a 
kind of ferpentine mafble. They are very fcarce, and feldom made ufe of by any 
other than the Indian fachems, or elders. ‘The fine red ftone, of which thefe pipes 
are made, is likewife very {carce, and is found only in the country of thofe Indians 
who are called Ingouez, and who, according to father Charlevoix, live on the other 
fide of the river Miffifippi*. The Indians themfelves commonly value a pipe of this 
kind as much as a piece of filver of the fame fize, and fometimes they make it {till 
dearer. Of the fame kind of .ftone commonly confifts their pipe of peace, which the 
French call calumet de paix, and which they make ufe of in their treaties of peace 
and alliances. Moft authors who have wrote of thefe nations mention this inftrument, 
and l intend to fpeak of it when an opportunity offers. 

The Indians employ hooks made of bone, or bird’s claws, inftead of fifhing-hooks. 
Some of the oldeft Swedes here fold me, that when they were young, a great number 
of Indians had been in this part of the country, which was then called New Sweden, 

-and had caught fithes in the river Delaware with thefe hooks. 

They made fire by rubbing one end of a hard piece of wood continually againft 
another dry one, till the wood began to fmoke, and afterwards to burn. 

Such were the tools of the-ancient Indians, and the ufe which they made of them, 
before the Europeans invaded this country, and before. they (the Indians) were ac- 
quainted with the advantages of iron. North America abounds in iron-mines, and 
the Indians lived all about the country before the arrival of the Europeans, fo. that 
feveral places can be fhewn in this country. where at prefent there are iron-mines, and 
‘where not a hundred years ago, ftood great towns or villages of the Indians. It is 


* See his Journal hiftorique d’un voyage de PAmerique. Tome ¥ p.m. 311. and the 13th letter. 
. therefore 
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therefore very remarkable, that the Indians didot kné# how to make ule of a metal 
or ore which was always under their eyes, and on which they‘could not avoid treading 
every day. They even lived upon the very fpots where iron ores were afterwards 
found, and yet they often went many miles in order to get a wretched hatchet, knife, 
or the like, as above defcribed. They were forced to employ feveral days in order to 

* fharpen their tools, by rubbing them againft a rock, or other ftones, though the ad- 

_ vantage was far from being equal to the labour. For they could never cut down a 
thick tree with their hatchets, and with difficulty they felled a {mall one. They could 
not hollow out a tree with their hatchets, or do a hundredth part of the work which 
we can perform with eafe, by the help of our iron hatchets. ,Thus we fee how dif- 
advantageous the ignorance and inconfiderate contempt of ufeful arts is- Happy is the 
country which knows their full value! 

January the sth. Chriftmas-day was celebrated this day by the Swedes and Englifh, 
for they kept them to the old ftile. 

“January the 6th. ‘There are a great number of hares in this country, but they 
differ from our Swedifh ones in their fize, which is very {mall, and but little bigger 
than that of arabbit; they keep almoft the fame grey colour both in fummer and 
winter, which our northern hares have in fummer only; the tip of their ears is al. 
ways grey, and not black; the tail is likewife grey on the upper fide, at all feafons 5 
they breed feveral times a year : in {pring they lodge their young ones in hollow trees, 
and in-fummer, in the months of and July, they breed in the grafs. When 
they are furprifed they commonly take refuge in hollow trees, out of which they are 
taken by means of a crooked ftick, or by cutting a hole into the tree, oppofite to 
the place where they lie; or by fmoke, which is occafioned by making a fire on the 
outfide of the tree. On all thefe occafions the greyhounds muft be at hand. Thefe 
hares never bite, and,can be touched without any danger. In day-time they ufually 
lie in hollow trees, and hardly ever ftir from thence, unlefs they be difturbed by men 
or dogs; but in the night they come out, and feek their food.. In bad weather, 
or when it fnows, they lie clofe for a day or two, and do not venture to leave their 
retreats. ‘They do a great deal of mifchief in the cabbage-fields ; but apple-trees 
fuffer infinitely more from them, for they peel off all the bark next to the ground, 
The people here agreed that the hares are fatter in a cold and fevere winter, than in 
amild and wet one, of which they could give me feveral reafons, from their own con- 
jeCtures. The fkin is ufelefs, becaufe it is fo loofe that it can be drawn off; for when 
you would feparate it from the flefh, you need only pull at the fur, and the fkin fol- 
lows: thefe hares cannot be tamed. They were at all times, even in the midft of win- 
ter, plagued with a number of common fleas*. 

Jan. 16th. The common mice were in great abundance in the towns and in the 
country; they do as much mifchief as in the old countries. Oldmixon in his book, 
the Britifh Empire in America, vol. i. p. 444, writes, that North America had neither 
rats nor mice before European fhips brought them over. How far this is true i know 
not. It is undoubted, that in feveral defart places, where no man ever lived, I have 
feen and killed the common mice in crevices of ftones or mountains ; arid is.it pro- 
bable that all fuch mice as are fpread in this manner, throughout the inland 


* This accotint fuffictently proves, that thefe hares are a fpecies diftin& from our European reddith 
grey kind, and alfo of that {pecies or variety only, which in the northern parts of Europe and Afia is 
white in winter, with black tipped ears, and has a grey coat in fummer, Upon a clofer examination 
paturalifts will perhaps find more characters to diftinguifh them more accurately, F. 
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parts of ste country, derive their origia from thofe which were brought over from 
Europe?) * e i agate ; ; } 

Ras likewife may be ranked among thofe: animals which do great damage in this 
‘country.’ They live both in the cities‘and in the country, and deftroy their provifions, 
Their fizeis the fame with that of our rats, but their colour differs ; for they are grey, 
or blue-grey. I enquired of the Swedes, whether thefe rats had beew here prior to the 
arrival of the Europeans, or whether they came over in the fhips? But I could not get an 
anfwer which I might depend upon. All agreed, that a number of thefe dangerous 
and mifchievous animals were every year brought to America, by thips from Europe 
and other countries. But Mr. Bartram maintained, that before the Europeans fettled 
here, rats had been in the country; for he. faw a great number of them on the high 
‘mountains which ‘are commonly called the blue mountains, where they lived among 
ftones, and in the fubterraneous grottoes which are in thofe mountains. They always 
lie very clofe in the day-time, and you hardly ever fee one out ; but at night they come 
out, and make a terrible noife. “When the cold was very violent, they feemed quite 
torpid ; for during the continuance of the cold weather, one could not hear the leaft 
noife or thricking, dccafioned by them. It is to be obferved, that neither the Swedes 
ner the Englith have any dark windows in their houfes here. There is hardly a 
-dormer-window in the garret ; but only loofe boards. The walls in the wooden houfes 
are frequently not clofed, even with mofs; fo that the rooms, though they have fires. 
in them, are no warmer than the outfide apart or hall. The rooms where the 
fervants fleep have never any fire in them, though the winter is pretty fevere fome- 
times. The rats have therefore, little or no warmth in winter; but as foon as a 
milder feafon makes its appearance, they come out again. We obferved feveral times 
this winter, that the rats were very ative, and made an unufual noife all night, juft 
before a fevere cold. It feems, they had fome fenfation of cold weather being at hand; 
and that they therefore eat fufficiently, or ftored up provifions. In mild weather, they 
were ufed to carry away apples, and other provifions: therefore, we could always 
conclude with certainty, when the rats made an uncommon noife at night or were 
extremely greedy, that a fevere cold would enfue. I have already obferved, that the 
grey {quirrels in this country have the fame quality. When thefe, and the common 
mice eat maize, they do not confume the whole grains, but only the loofe, fweet, and 
foft kernel, and leave the reft. 

Jan 21ft. The cold now equalled that of Sweden, though this country is fo much 
more foutherly. The Celfian or Swedifh thermometer was twenty two degrees below 
the freezing pot in the morning. As the rooms are without any fhutters here, the 
-cracks in the walls not clofed with mofs, and fometimes no fire-place or chimney in the 
room, the winters here muit be very difagreeable to one who is ufed to our Swedith 
warm winter-rooms. But the greateft comfort here is, that the coldis of a very fhort 
duration. Some days of this month, the room which I lodged in was fuch, that I could 
not write two lines before the ink would freeze in my pen. When] did not write, I 
could not leave the ink-ftand en the table ; but was forced to put it upon the hearth, 
or into my pocket. Yet, notwithftanding it was fo cold, as appears from the meteo. 
rological obfervations annexed to this work; and though it {nowed fometimes -for 
feveral days and nights together, and the fnow lay near fix inches high upon the 
ground ; yet all the cattle are obliged to ftay, day and night, in the fields during 
the whole winter. For neither the Englifh nor the Swedes had any ftables; but the 
«Germans and Dutch had. preferved the cuftom of their country, and generally kept 
their cattle in {tables during winter. Almoft all, the old Swedes fay, that on their 
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&irft arrival-in this country, they made ftables-for their, cattle, as is uflual in: Sweaters 
but as the Englith came and fettled-among them, and leéfr their cattle in the -fields 
all-winter, as is cuftomary in England, they left off their former cuftom and. adopted 
the Englifh one. They owned, however, that the cattle fuffered: greatly in winter 
when it was very cold, efpecially when it froze after a rain ; and that foe. cattle were 
killed by it in feveral places, in the long winter of the year 1741. -About-noon, the 
cattle went out into the woods, where there were yet fome leaves on the young oak 5 
but they did not eat the leaves, and only bit off the extremities of the branches .and 
the ~ of the youngeft oaks. The horfes went into the maize fields, and cat the dry 
leaves on the few ftalks which remained. The fheep ran about the woods and on the 
corn-fields. The chickens perched on the trees of the gardens at night ; for they had 
no particular habitations. ‘The hogs were likewife expofed to the roughnefs of the 
weather, within a fmall .inclofure. : 

A {mall kind of birds, which the Swedes call fnow-bird, and the Englifh chuck-bird, 
came into the houfes about this time. . At other times, they fought their food along 
the roads. They are feldom feen but whenit fnows. Catefby, in his Natural Hiftory 
of Carolina, calls it paffer nivalis; and Dr. Linnzus, in his Syftema Nature, calls it 
emberiza hyemalis. : 

The river Delaware was now covered with ice oppofite Philadelphia, and even 

-fomewhat lower, and the people could walk over it ; but nobody ventured to ride over 
on horfeback. ‘ : 

Jan. 22d. There are partridges in this country ; but they are not of the fame kind 
with ours. The Swedes called them fometimes rapphons (partridges), and fometimes 
aekkerhoens (quails). Some of the Englith likewife called them partridges, others 
quails. Their thape is almoft the fame with that of the European partridges, and their 
nalure and qualities the fame :-I mean, they run and hide themfelves, when purfued. 
But they are {maller, and entirely different in colour. In this work. I cannot infert 
at large, the defcriptions which I have made of birds, infeéts, quadrupeds, and plants ; 
becaufe it would {well my volume too much. I only obferve, that the feet are naked 
and not hairy; the back is {potted with brown, black, and white; the breaft is dark 
yellow ; and the belly whitith, with black edges on the tips of the feathers. The fize 
isnearly that of a hazel-hen, or tetrao bonafia. Above each eye is a narrow ftroke of 
whitith yellow. ‘Thefe birds are numerous in this part of the country. On going but 
a little way, you meet with great coveys of them. However, they keep at a great 
diftance from towns ; being either extirpated or frightened there by the frequent 
Shooting. They are always in lefler or greater coveys, do not fly very much, bat ran 
in the fields, and keep under the bufhes and near the inclofures, where they feek 
their food. They are reckoned very delicious food ; and the people here prepare them 
in different ways. For that purpofe they are caught, and fhot in great numbers. 
They are caught by putting up a fieve, or a fquare open box, made of boards, in. the: 
places they frequent. THe people ftrew fome oats under the fieve, and lift it up: on 
one fide by alittle ftick, and as foon as the partridges are got under the fieve, in order 
to pick up the oats, it falls, and they are caught alive. Sometimes they get feveral 
partridges at once. When they run in the bufhes,'you can come very near them, 
without. ftarting-them. When they fleep at night, they come together in an heap. 
They fcratch in‘ the bufhes and upon the field, like common chickens. In {pring they 
make their nefts, ‘either under a bufh or in the maize fields, or on the hills in the open 
air: they fcratch: fome hay together, into which they lay about thirteen white eggs. 
They eat feveral fortsof corn, and feeds of grafs. They have likewife been feen eating 

the- 
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the berries of fumach, or rhus glabra. Some people have taken them young, and kept: 
them in a cage till they were tame: then they let them go; and they followed the 
chickens, and never left the court-yards. 

The inclofures made ufe of in Penfylvania’ and New Jerfey, but efpecially in New 
York, are thofe, which on account of their ferpentine form refembling worms, are 
called worm-fences in Englifh. The poles which compofe this fence are taken from 
different trees; but they are not all of equal duration: the red cedar is reckoned the 
moft durable of any, for it holds out above thirty years: but it is very fearce, and 
grows only in a fingle place hereabouts, fo that no fences can be made of it. It is 
true, the fences about Philadelphia (which however are different from the worm-fences) 
are all made of red cedar ; but it has been brought by water from Egg-harbour, where 
it grows inabundance. ‘The fupports on which the poles lie are made of the white cedar, 
or cupreffus thyoides, and the poles which are laid between them of the red cedar or 
juniperus Virginiana. Next to the cedar-wood, oak and chefnut are reckoned beft. 
Chefnut is commonly preferred, but it is not every where fo plentiful as to be made 
into fences; in its ftead they make ufe of feveral forts of oak. In order to make 
inclofures, the people do not cut down the young trees, as is common with us, but 
they fell here and there thick trees, cut them in feveral places, leaving the pieces as 
long as it is neceffary, and fplit them into poles of the ufual thicknefs; a fingle tree 
affords a multitude of poles. Several old men in this country told me, that the Swedes, . 
on their arrival here, made fuch inclofures as are fifual in Sweden, but they were 
forced to leave off in a few years tinfe, becaufe they could not get pofts enough ; for 
they had found by experience, that a poft being put into the ground would not laft 
above four or fix years before the part under ground was entirely rotten ; but the chief 
thing was, that they could not get any fwitches for to tie them together ; they made 
fome of hiccory, which is-one of the tougheft trees in this country, and of the white 
oak ; but in the fpace of a year or two the {witches were rotten, and the fence fell in 
pieces of itfelf, therefore they were forced to give over making fuch inclofures. Several 
of the new comers again attempted, but with the fame bad fuccefs, to make fences 
with pofts and fwitches. The Swedifh way of inclofing therefore. will not fucceed 
here. Thus the worm-fences are one of the moft ufeful forts of inclofures, efpecially 
as they cannot get any poft, made of the woods of this country, to ftay above fix or 
eight years in the ground without rotting. The poles in this country are very heavy, 
and the pofts cannot bear them well, efpecially when it blows a ftorm ; but the worm- 
fences are eafily put up again when they are thrown down. Experience has thewn 
that an inclofure made of chefnut or white oak feldom holds out above ten or twelve 
years, before the poles and pofts are thoroughly rotten: when the poles are made of 
other wood, the fences hardly ftand fix or eight years. Confidering how much more 
wood the worm-fences require, (fince they run in bendings) than other inclofures 
which go in ftraight lines, and that they are fo foon ufelefs, one may imagine how the 
forefts will be confumed, and what fort of an appearance the country will have forty or 
fifty years hence, in cafe no alteration is made ; efpecially as woods is really fquandered 
ride! in immenfe quantities, day and night all the winter, or nearly one half of the year, 
or fuel. we: - 

Feb. 8th. The mufk-rats, fo called by the Englifh in this country, on account of 
their fcent, are pretty common in North America; they always live near the water, 
efpecially on the banks of lakes, rivers, and brooks. On_ travelling to places where 
they are, you fee the holes which they have dug in the ground juft at the water’s edge, 
or a little above its furface. In thefe holes they have their nefts, and there they con. 
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‘tinue whenever they are-not in the water in purfuit of food. The Swedes call them 
defmans rattor *, and the French, rats mefqués. Linnzus calls this animal caftor 
zibethicus. .Their food is chiefly the mufcles which lie at the bottom of lakes atid 
rivers; you fee a number of fuch fhells near the entrance of their holes. I am told 
they likewife.eat feveral kinds of roots and plants. They differ from the European 
muik-rat, or Linnaus’s caftor mofchatus. Fhe teeth are the fame in both ; the tail of 
the American is compreffed on the fides fo, that one fharp edge goes upwards and the 
other downwards: the hind feet are not palmated, or joined by a moveable fkin, but 
are peculiar for having on both fides of the feet, long, white, clofe, pectinated, off- 
ftanding hair, befides the fhort hair with which the feet are quite covered. Such hairs 
are on both fides of the toes, and do the-fame fervice in fwimming asa web. Their 
fize is that of a little cat, or to be more accurate, the length of the body is about ten 
inches, and the tail of the fame length: the colour of the head, neck, back, fides, and 
of the outfide of the thighs, is blackifh brown; the hairs are foft and fhining ; under 
the neck, on the breafts, and on the infide of the thighs, they are grey. They make 
their nefts in the dykes that are erected along the banks of rivers to keep off the water 
from the adjoining meadows; but they often do a great deal of damage, by fpoiling 
the dykes with digging, and opening paflages for the water to come into the meadows ; 
whereas beavers ftop up all the holes in a dyke or bank, They make their nefts of 
_ twigs and fuch like things externally, and carry foft {tuff into them for their young ones 
to lie upon. The Swedes afferted that they could never obferve a diminution in their 
number, but believed that they were as numerous at prefent as formerly. As they 
damage the banks fo confiderably the people are endeavouring to extirpate them when 
they can find out their nefts ; the {kin is paid for, and this is an encouragement to- 
wards catching the animal. A fkin of a mufk-rat formerly coft but threepence, but 
at prefent they gave from fixpence to ninepence. The fkins are chiefly employed by 
hatters, who make hats of the hair, which are faid to be nearly as good as beaver hats. 
The mufk-rats are commonly caught in traps, with apples as baits. In the country of 
the Iroquefe, I faw thofe Indians following the holes of the mufk-rats, by digging till 
they came to their nefts, where they killed thenrall. Nobody here eats their fleth ; £ 
do not know whether the Indians eat it, for they are commonly not over nice in the 
choice of meat. The mutk-bag is put between the cloaths, in order to preferve them 
againft worms. It is very difficult to extirpate thefe rats when they are once fettled 
in a bank. A Swede, however, told me, that he had freed his bank, or piece of dyke 
along the river, from them in the following manner: he fought for all their holes, 
ftopped them all up with earth, excepting one, on that fide from whence the wind 
came. He put a quantity of fulphur into the open entrance, fet fire to it, and then 
cloied the hole, leaving but a imall one for the wind to pafs through, The fmoke of 
the {ulphur then entered their moft remote nefts, and ftifled all the animals. As foon 
as the fulphur was burnt, he was obliged to dig up part of the ground in the bank, 
where they had their nefts; and he found them lie dead by heaps. He fold the fkins, 
and they paid his trouble, not to mention the advantage he got by clearing his bank of 
the mutk-rats. 
Beavers were formerly abundant in New Sweden, as all the old Swedes here told 
me. At that time they faw one bank after another raifed in the rivers by beavers. 


* Defm fignifies mufk in the Swedifh, and in fome provincial diale&is of the German language; confe. 
quently, défman rat is nothing but mutk-rat ; and fromehence M. de Buffon has formed hie diiias or 
Roffian mufk-rat, F. , 
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But after the Europeans came over. in great numbers, and cultivated the country 
better, the beavers have been partly killed, and partly extirpated, and partly are ré- 
moved higher into the country, where the people are not fo numerous, ‘Therefore 
there is but a fingle place in Penfylvania where beavers are‘to be met with; their 
chief food is the bark of the beaver-tree, or magnolia glauca, which they prefer to any 
other. The Swedes therefore put branches of this tree near the beaver-dykes, into 
traps, which they laid for the beavers, whilft they were vet plentiful; and they could 
almoft be certain of good fuccefs. Some perfons in Philadelphia have tamed beavers, 
fo that they go a fifhing with them, and they always come back to their matters. Major 
Roderfert, in New York, related that he had a tame beaver above half a year in his 
houfe, where he went about quite loofe, like a dog. The Major gave him bread, and 
fometimes fith, which he was very greedy of : he got as much water in a bow! as he 
wanted. All the rags and foft things he could meet with he dragged into a corner, 
where he was ufed to fleep, and made a bed of them. The catin the houle having 
kittens, took poffeffion of his bed, and he did not hinder her. When the cat went 
out, the beaver often took the kitten between his fore-paws, and held it to his breaft to 
warm it, and doated upon it ; as foon as the cat returned he gave her the kitten again. 
Sometimes he grumbled, but never did any hurt, or attempted to bite. 

The Englifh and the Swedes gave the name of mink to an animal of this country, 
which likewife lives either in the water, or very near it. I have never had an opportunity 
to fee any more than the fkin of this animal ; but the fhape of the fkin, and the unani- 
mous accounts I have heard of it make me conclude, with much certainty, that it be- 
longed to the genus of weafels or muftela. The greateft fkin I ever faw, was one foot 
eight inches long, a lefler one was about ten inches long, and about three inches one- 
third broad, before it was cut; the colour was dark brown, and fometimes almoft 
black ; the tail was bufhy, as that of a marten; the hair was very clofe, and the ears 
fhort, with fhort hair. The length of the feet belonging to the {effer fkin was about 
two inches long. Tam told this animal is fo fimilar to the American polecat, or 
viverra putorius, that they are hardly diftinguifhable*. I have had the following 
accounts given me of its way of living: it feldom appears in day time, but at night it 
comes out of the hollow trees, on the banks of rivers. Sometimes it lives in the 
docks and bridges, at Philadelphia, where it is a crucl enemy to the'rats. Sometimes 
it gets into the court-yards at night, and creeps into the chicken-houfe, through a fmall 
hole, where it kills all the poultry, and fucks their blood, but feldom eats one. [If it 
meets with geefe, fowls, ducks, or other birds on the road, it kills and devours them. 
It lives upon fifh and birds. When a brook is near the houles, it is not ealy to keep 
ducks and geefe, for the mink, which lives near rivers, kills the young ones. It firft 
kills as many as it can come at, and then it carries them off, and feafts upon them. In 
banks and dykes near the water, it likewife does mifchief with digging. ‘Lo catch it 
the people put up traps, into which they put heads of birds, fithes, or other meat. ‘The 
fkin is fold in the towns, and at Philadelphia; they give twenty-pence and even two 
fhillings a-piece for them, according to their fize. Some of the ladies get muffs made 
of thefe fkins; but for the greateft part they are fent over to England, from whence 
they are diftributed to other countries. ‘The old Swedes told me that the Indians for- 
merly ufed to eat all kinds of flefh, except that of the mink. 

J have already mentioned fomething of the raccoon; I fhall here add more of the 


* The mink, or minx, is a kind of imall otter, which is called by Dr, Linnzus, mufela Intreoia, in his 
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fature of this animal, in a place which is properly its, gative country *. The En, slith 
call it everywhere by the name of raccoon, which name’ they have undoubtedly. taken 
from one of the Indian nations ; the Dutch call it hefpan; the Swedes, efpan ; ‘and the 
Troquefe, attigbro. It commonly lodges in hollow trees, lies clofe in the day-time, 
never going out but on a dark cloudy day ; but at night it rambles and feeks its food. 
I have been told by feveral people, that in bad weather, efpecially when it{nows and 
blows a ftorm, the raccoon lies.in its hole for a week together, without coming out 
once; during that time it lives by fucking and licking its paws. Its food are feveral 
forts of fruit, fuch-as maize, whilft the ears are foft. In gardens it often does a great 
deal of damage among the apples, chefnuts, plumbs, and wild grapes, which are what 
it likes beft; among the poultry it is very crucl. When it finds the hens on their 
eggs, it firft kills them, and then eats the eggs. It is caught by dogs, which trace it 
back to its neft, in hollow trees, or by {nares and traps, in which a chicken, fome other 
bird, or a fith, is put as a bait. Some people eat its flefh. It leaps with all its feet at 
once; on account of this and of feveral other qualities, many people here reckoned it to 
the genus of bears. The fkin fold for eighteen-pence at Philadelphia. I was told that 
the raccoons were not near fo numerous as they were formerly ; yet in the more in- 
land parts they were abundant. I have mentioned the ufe which the hatters make of 
their furs; as likewife that they are eafily tamed, that they are very greedy of 
fweet-meats, &c. in the preceding pages. Ofall the North American wild quadrupeds 
none can be tamed to fuch a degree as this. 

February roth. In the morning I went to Philadelphia, where I arrived towards night. 
On my arrival at the ferry upon the river Delaware, I found the river quite covered 
with drifts of ice, which at firft prevented our crofling the water. After waiting about 
an hour, and making an opening near the ferry, I, together with many more paffen- 
gers, got over before any more fhoals came on. As it began to freeze very hard foon 
after the twelfth of January (or new year, according to the old ftyle) the river Dela- 
ware was covered with ice, which by the intenfenefs of the froft grew fo ftrong, that 
the people croffed the river with horfes at Philadelphia. The ice continued tll the 
eighth of February, when it began to get loofe, and the violent hurricane, which hap- 
pened that night, broke it, and it was driven down fo faft, that on the twelfth of Fe- 
bruary not a fingle fhoal came down, excepting a piece or two near the fhore. 

Crows’ flew in great numbers together to-day, and fettled on the tops of trees, 
During the whole winter we hardly obferved one, though they are faid to winter there. 
During all this {pring they commonly ufed to fit at the tops of trees in the morning ; 
yet not all together, but in feveral trees. They belong to the noxious birds in this part 
of the world, for they chiefly live upon corn. After the maize is planted or fown, they 
feratch the grains out of the ground and eat them. When the maize begins to ripen, 
they peck a hole into the involucrum which furrounds the ear, by which means the 
maize is fpoiled, as the rain paffes through the hole which they have made, and occafions 
the putrefaction of the corn. Befides eating corn, they likewife fteal chickens. They 
are very fond of dead carcaffes. Some years ago the government of Penfylvania had 
given threepence, and that of New Jerfey fourpence premium for every head of a crow, 
but this law has now been repealed, as the expences are too great. I have feen the 
young crows of this kind in feveral places playing with tame ones whofe wings were cut. 
The latter hopped about the fields, near the farm-houfes where they belonged to, but 
always returned again, without endeavouring to efcape on any occafion. Thefe Ame- 
rican crows are only a variety of the Royfton crow, or Linnzus’s corvus cornix. 

Feb. 12th. In the afternoon I returned to Raccoon from Philadelphia. 

* The village of Raccoon, ; 
3X2 On 
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On mty jourhey:fo Raccoon, I attentively obferved the trees which had yet any 
leaves left. . The leaves were pale and dried up, but not all dropt from the following 
trees: . 

The beech-tree, (fagus fylvatica) whether great or {mall; it always kept a con- 
fiderable part of its leaves during the whole winter, even till fpring. The greater 
trees kept the lowermoft leaves. 

The white oak (quercus alba). Moft of the young trees, which were not above a 
quarter of a yard in diameter, hadthe greateft part of their leaves ftill on them, but 
the old trees had loft moft of theirs, except in fome places where they have got new 
fhoots, The colour of the dry leaves was much paler in the white oak than in the 
black one. 

The black oak (as it is commonly called here). Dr. Linnzeus calls it the red oak, 
quercus rubra. Moft of the young trees ftill preferved their dried leaves. Their 
colour was reddifh brown, and darker than that of the white oak. 

‘The Spanifh oak, which is a mere variety of the black oak. The young trees of 
this kind likewife keep their leaves. 

A fcarce {pecies of oak which is known by its leaves having a triangular apex or top, 
whofe angles terminate in a fhort briftle; the leaves are fmooth below, but woolly 
above*. ‘The young oaks of this {pecies had {till their leaves. 

When I came into any wood where the above kinds of oaks were only twenty years, . 
and even not fo old, I always found the leaves on them, 

It feems that Providence has, befides other views, aimed to protect feveral forts of 
birds, it being very cold and ftormy about this time, by preferving even the dry leaves 
on thefetrees. I have this winter at feveral times feen birds hiding in the trees covered 
with old leaves, during a fevere cold or ftorm. 

Feb. 13th. As I began to dig a hole to-day, I found feveral infe&ts which were 
crept deep into the ground in order to pafs the winter. As foon as they came to the 
air, they moved their limbsa little, but had not ftrength fufficient for creeping, except 
the black ants, which crept a little, though flowly. E 

Formica nigra, or the black ant, were pretty numerous, and fomewhat lively. They 
lay about ten inches below the furface. 

Carabus latus. Some of thefe lay at the fame depth with the ants. This isa very 
common infect in all North America. 

Scarabeeus ; chefnut-coloured, with a hairy thorax; the elytra fhorter than the 
abdomen. with feveral longitudinal lines, befet with hair. It is fomething fimilar 
to the cock-chatfer, but differs in many refpe€ts. I found it very abundant in the 

round. 
& Gryllus campeftris, or the field-cricket. They lay ten inches deep; they were 
quite torpid, but as foon as they came into a warm place, they revived and were quite 
lively. In fummer I have found thefe crickets in great plenty in all parts of North 
America where I have been. They leaped about on the ficlds, and made a noife like 
that of our common houle crickets, fo that it would be difficult to diftinguifh them by 
their chirping. ‘They fometimes make fo great a noife that it caufes pain in the ears, 
and even two people cannot underftand each other. In fuch places where the rattle- 
fnakes live, the field-crickets are very difagreeable, and in a manner dangerous, for 
their violent chirping prevents the warning which that horrid fnake gives with its 
‘rattle from reaching the ear, and thus deprives one of the means of avoiding it. I 


* This feems to be nothing but a variety of the quercus rubra, Linn. > F. 
have 
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have’ateeddy fibfitioned that they likewife winitey Iditietietiés in chimiles. Hate they 
lie all winter in the ground, butat the beginning of Marth,“ % theair was grown Waritt, 
they came out of their holes, and began their mufic, though at firft it was but very 
faint and rarely heard. When we were forced on our travels to fleep in uninhabited 
places, the crickets had got into the folds of our clothes, fo that we were obliged 
to ftop an hour every morning in examining our clothes, before we could get rid of 
them. ; 

The red ants (formica rufa) which in Sweden make the great ant-hills, I likewife 
found to-day and the following day ; they were not in the ground, for when my fervant 
Yungftroem cut down old dry trees, he met with a number of them in the cracks of 
the tree. Thefe cracks were at the height of many yards in the tree, and the ants 
were crept fo high, in order to find their winter habitation. As foon as they came 
into a warm place, they began to ftir about very brifkly. 

Feb, 14th. The Swedes and the Englith gave the name of blue bird to a very 
pretty little bird, which was of a fine blue colour. Linnzus calls it motacilla fialis. 
Catefby has drawn it in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. 1. pl. 47, and defcribed it 
by the name of rubecula Americana cerulea; and Edwards has reprefented it in his 
Natural Hiftory of Birds, plate and page 24. In my own journal I called it motacilla 
czrulea nitida, pectore rufo, ventre albo. In Catefby’s plate I muft obferve, that the 

- colour of the breaft ought to be dirty red or ferruginous; the tibiz and feet black. as 
jet ; the bill too fhould be quite black ; the blue colour in general ought to be much 
deeper, more lively and fhining; no bird in Sweden has fo fhining and deep a blue 
colour as this. The jay has perhaps a plumage like it. The food of the blue bird is: 
not merely infeéts, he likewife feeds upon ‘plants; therefore in winter, when no in- 
feéts are to be met with, they come to the farm-houfes in order to fubfift on the feeds 
of hay and other fmall grains. 

Red-bird is another fpecies of fmall bird. Catefby has likewife figured it*. 
Dr. Linnzus calls it loxia cardinalis. It belongs to that clafs of birds which are 
enemies to bees, lying in wait for them and eating them. I fed a cock for five months 
together in a cage; it eat both maize and buck-wheat, for I gave it nothing elfe. By 
its fong itjattracted others of its {pecies to the court-yard ; and after we had put fome 
maize on the ground under the window where I had it, the others came there every 
day to get their food; it was then eafy to catch them by means of traps. Some of 
them, efpecially old ones, both cocks and hens, would die with grief on being put 
nto capes. ‘Thofe on the other hand which were grown tame, began to fing excéed- 
ingly fweet. ‘Their note very nearly refembles that of our European nightingale, and 
on account of their agreeable fong, they are fent to London in cages. They have 
fuch ftrength in their bill that when you hold your hand to them they pinch it fo 
hard as to caufe the blood to iffue forth. In {pring they fit warbling on the tops of 
the higheft trees in the woods in the morning. But in cages they fit quite ftill for an 
hour; the next hour they hop up and down, finging; and fo they go on alter- 
nately all day. 

Feb. 17th. Cranes (ardea Canadenfis) were fometimes feen flying in the day-time 
to the northward. ‘They commonly flop here early in fpring, for a fhort time, but 
they do not make their nefts here, for they proceed on more to the north. Certain 
old Swedes told me that in their younger years, as the country was not yet much cul- 
tivated, an incredible number of cranes were here every fpring; but at prefent they 


* See Catefby’s Natural Hiflory, vol. r. pl. 38. Coccothrauftes rubra. 
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are not fo numerous. Several people who have fettled here eat their flefh, when they 
can fhoot them. “They are faid to do no harm: to corn or the like. * ; 

Feb, 23d. This morning I went down to Penn’s Neck, and returned in the 
evening. . 

Snow lay yet in feveral parts of the woods, efpecially where trees the ftood very thick, 
and the fun could not makeits way ; however, it was not above four inches deep. All 
along the roads was ice, efpecially in the woods, and therefore it was very difficult to 
ride horfes which were not fharp-fhoed. The people who are fettled here know little 
of fledges, but ride on horfeback to church in winter, though the fnow is fometimes 
near a foot deep. It lays feldom above a week before it melts, and then fome freth 
fnow falls. : 

A fpecies of birds, called by the Swedes maize-thieves, do the greateft mifchief in 
this country. They have given them that name becaufe they eat maize both publicly 
and fecretly, juft after it is fown and covered with the ground, and when it is ripe. The 
Englifh call them black-birds. ‘here are two fpecies of them, both defcribed and 
drawn by Catefby*. Though they are very different in fpecies, yet there is fo great a 
friendthip between them, that they’ frequently accompany each other in mixed flocks. 
However, in Penfylvania, the firft fort are more obvious, and often fly together, with- 
out any of the red-winged ftares. The firft fort, or the purple daws, bear, in man 

oints, fo great a likenefs to the daw, the ftare, and the thruth, that it is difficult to 
A rernine to which genus they are to be reckoned, but feem to come nearett to the 
ftare; for the bill is exaétly the fame with that of the thrufh, but the tongue, the flight, 
their fitting on the trees, their fong, and fhape, make it entirely a ftare ; at a diftance 
they look almoft black, but clofe by they have a very blue or purple caft, but not fo 
much as Catefby’s print : their fize is that of a ftare ; the bill is conic, almoft fubulated, 
ftrait, convex, naked at the bafe, black, with almoft equal mandibles, the upper being’ 
only a very little longer than the lower ;_ the noftrils are oblong, yet a little angulated, 
fo as to form almoft fquares: they are placed obliquely at the bafe of the bill, and 
have no hair ; there is a little horny knob, or a {mall prominence, on the upper fide of 
them : the tongue is fharp and bifid at the point: the iris of the eyes is pale: the 
forehead, the crown, the nucha, the upper part, and the fides of the neck, are of an 
obfcure blue and green fhining colour: the fides of the head under the eyes are 
‘obfcurely blue ; all the back and coverts of the wings are purple ; the upper coverts 
of the tail are not of fo confpicuous a purple colour, but as it were blackened with 
foot: the nine primary quill-feathers are black : the other fecondary ones, are likewife 
black, but their outward margin is purple; the twelve tail feathers have a blackith 
purple colour, and their tips are round ; thofe on the outfide are the fhorteft, and the 
middle extremely long. When the tail is fpread, it looks round towards the ex- 
tremity. The throat is blueifh green, and fhining ; the breaft is likewife black or 
fhining green, according as you turn it to the light; the belly is blackifh, and the vent 
feathers are obfcurely purple-coloured ; the parts of the breaft and belly which are 
covered by the wings, are purple-coloured; the wings are black below, or rather 
footy ; and the thighs have blackith feathers ; the legs (tibize), and the toes are of a 
fhining black. It has four toes, as moft birds have. The claws are black, and that on 
the back toe is longer than the reft. Dr. Linnzus calls this bird gracula quifcula. 


* See Catefby’s Natural Hiftory of Carolina, ‘vol. i, table 12, the purple daw ; and table 13, the red- 
winged Rarling. 
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A few of thefe birds are faid to winter in fwamps, yhich are quite overgrown with 
thick woods ; and they only appear in mild weather. ‘But the greateft number. go to. 
the fouth at the approach of winter.- ‘To-day I faw,them, for the firft time this year. 
They flew in great flocks already. ‘Their chief and moft agreeable food is maize,. 
They come in great fwarms in {pring, foon after the maize is put under ground. They 
feratch up the grains of maize, and eat them. As foon as the leaf comes out, they 
take hold of it with their bills, and pluck it up, together with the corn or grain ; and 
thus they give a great deal of trouble to the country people, even {o early in {pring. 
To leffen their greedinefs of maize, fome people dip the grains of that plant in a decodtion 
of the root of the veratrum album, or white hellebore, (of which I fhall fpeak in the fe- 
quel) and plant them afterwards. When the maize-thief eats a grain or two, which are 
fo prepared, his head is difordered, and he falls down: this frightens his companions, 
and they dare not venture to the place again. But they repay themfelves amply towards 
autumn, when the maize grows ripe; for at that time, they are continually feafting. 
They affemble by thoufands in the maize-fields, and live’at difcretion. They are 
very bold; for when they are difturbed, they only go and fettle in another part 
of the field. In that manner they always go from one end of the field to the 
other, and do not leave it till they are quite fatisfied. They fly in incredible fwarms 
in autumn ; and it can hardly be conceived whence fuch immenfe numbers of them 
fhould come. When they rife in the air they darken the fky, and make it look quite 
black. They are then in fuch great numbers, and fo clofe together, that it is furprifing 
how they find room to move their wings. I have knowna perfon fhoota great number 
of them on one fide of a maize-field, which was far from frightening the reft; for they 
only juft took flight and dropped at about the diftance of a mufket-fhot in another 
part of the field, and always changed their place when their enemy approached. They 
tired the fportfman before he could drive them from off the maize, though he killed a 
great many of them at every fhot. They likewife eat the feeds of the aquatic tare-grafs 
(zizania aquatica) commonly late in autumn, after the maize is got in, Tam told, they 
likewife eat buck-wheat and oats. Some people fay, that they even eat wheat, barley, 
and rye, when preffed by hunger ; yet, from the beft information I could obtain, they 
have not been found to do any damage to thefe fpecies of corn. In fpring, they fit in 
numbers on the trees, near the farms ; and their note is pretty agreeable. As they are 
fo deftru€tive to maize, the odium of the inhabitants againft them is carried fo far, that 
the laws of Penfylvania and New Jerfey have fettled a premium of threepence a dozen 
for dead maize-thieves. In New England, the people are {till greater enemies to them 5 
for Dr. Franklin told me, in the fpring of the year 1750, that, by means of the premi- 
ums which have been fettled for killing them in New England, they have been fo extir- 
pated, that they are very rarely feen, and in a few places only. But as, in the fummer 
of the year 1749, an immenfe quantity of worms appeared on the meadows, which de- 
voured the grafs, and did great damage, the people have abated their enmity againtt the 
maize-thieves; for they thought they had obferved, that thofe birds lived chiefly on 
thefe worms before the maize is ripe, and confequently extirpated them, or at leaft pre- 
vented their fpreading too much. They feem therefore to be entitled, as it were, to a 
reward for their trouble. But after thefe enemies and deftroyers of the worms (the 
maize-thieves) were extirpated, the worms were more at liberty to multiply ; and there. 
fore they grew fo numerous that they did more mifchief now than the birds did before. 
In the fummer 1749, the worms left fo little hay in New England that the inhabitants 
were forced to get hay from Penfylvania and even from Old England. The maize. 
thieves have enemies befides the human fpecies. A fpecies of little hawks live upon 
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them, and upon other little birds. 1 faw fome of thefe hawks driving up the maize- 

thieves, which were in the greateft fecurity, and catching them in the air. Nobody eats 
the flefh of the purple maize-thieves or daws (gracula quifcula); but that of the red- 

winged maize-thieves, or {tares (oriolug phceniceus) is fometimes eaten. Some old peo- 
ple-have told me, that this part of America, formerly called New Sweden, ftill contain- 
ed as many maize-thieves as it did formerly. The caufe of this they derive from the 

maize, which is now fown in much greater quantity than formerly ; and they think 

that the birds can get their food with more eafe at prefent. 7 

The American whortleberry, or the vaccinium hifpidulum, is extremely abundant 
over all North America, and grows in fuch places where we commonly find our 
whortle-berries in Sweden. The American ones are bigger, but in moit things fo like 
the Swedifh ones, that many people would take them to be mere varieties. ‘The Eng.” 
lith call them cranberries, the Swedes tranbzer, and the French in Canada atopa, which 
is a name they have borrowed from the Indians. They are brought to market every" 
Wednefday and Saturday at Philadelphia, late in autumn, ‘They are boiled and pre. 
pared in the fame manner as we do our red whortle-berries, or vaccinium vitis idea ; 
and they are made ufe of during winter, and part of fummer, in tarts and other kinds 
of paftry. But as they are very four, they require a deal of fugar; but that is not 
very dear in a country where the fugar-plantations are not far off. Quantities of thefe 
berries are fent over, preferved, to Europe and to the Weft Indies. 

Mar. 2d. Mytilus anatinus, a kind of mufcle-fhells, was found abundantly in little ~ 
furrows, which croffed the meadows. The fhells were frequently covered on the out- 
fide with a thin cruft of particles of iron, when the water in the furrows came from an 
iron mine. ‘The Englifhmen and Swedes fettled here, feldom made any ule of thefe 
theils ; but the Indians who formerly lived here, broiled them and eat the fleth. Some 
of the Europeans eat them fometimes. 

Mar. 3d. The Swedes call a fpecies of little birds, fnofogel, and the Englifh call it 
{now-bird. This is Dr. Linnaeus’s emberiza hyemalis. The reafon why it is called 
f{now-bird is becaufe it never appears in fummer, but only in winter, when the fields are 
covered with fnow. In fome winters they come in as great numbers as the maize- 
thieves, fly about the houfes and barns, into the gardens, and eat the corn, and the feeds 
of grafs, which they find fcattered on the hills. 

At eight o’clock at night we obferved a meteor, commonly called a fnow- 
fire*. 

Wild pigeons, (columba migratoria), flew in the woods in numbers beyond concep- 
tion ; and 1 was affured that they were more plentiful than they had been for feveral 
years paft. They came this week, and continued here for about a fortnight, after 
which they all difappeared, or advanced further into the country, from whence they 
came. | ihall fpeak of them more particularly in another place. 

Mar. 7tn. Several people told me, that it-was a certain fign of bad weather here 
when. a thunder-ftorm arofc in the fouth or fouth-weft, if it fpread to the eaft and 
afterwards to the north: but that on the contrary, when it did not fpread at all, or 
when it fpread both eaft and weft, though it fhovld rife in fouth or fouth-weft, yet it 
woud prognofticate fair weather. To-day it was heard in fouth-weft, but it did not 
fpread ai all. : 

Till now the froft had continued in the ground, fo that if any one had a mind to dig 
a hole, he was forced to cut it through with a pick-axe. However it had not penetrate 
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above four inches deep. But to-day it was quite gone out.’ This made the foil fo foft, 
that on riding, even in the woods, the horfe funk in very deep. 

I often enquired among the old Englifhmen and Swedes, whether they had found 
that any trees were killed in very fevere winters, or had received much hurt. I was 
anfwered, that young hiccory,trees are commonly killed in very cold weather; and 
the young black oaks likewife fuffer in the fame manner. Nay, fometimes black oaks, 
five ittthes in diameter, were killed by the froft in a fevere winter, and fometimes, 
though very feldom, a fingle mulberry-tree was killed. Peach-trees very frequently. 
die in a cold winter, and often all the peach-trees in a whole diftri@ are killed bya 
fevere froft. It has been found repeatedly, with regard to thefe trees, that they can 
Wand the froft much better on Wills than in vallies; infomuch, that when the trees in 
a valley were killed by froft, thofe on a hill were not hurt at all. They affured me 
that they had never obferved that the black walnut-tree, the faffafras, and other trees, 
had been hurt in winter. In regard to a froft in fpring, they had obferved, at different 
times, that a cold night or two happened often after the trees were furnifhed with pretty 
large leaves, and that by this moft of the leaves were killed. But the leaves thus 
killed have always been fupplied by freth ones. It is remarkable that -in fuch cold 
nights the froft aéts chiefly upon the more delicate grees, and in fuch a manner that 
all the leaves, to the height of feven, and even of ten feet from the ground, were killed 
by the froft, and all the top remained unhurt. Several old men affured me they had made 
this obfervation, and the attentive engineer, Mr. Lewis Evans, has fhewn it me among 
his notes. Such a cold night happened here, in the year 1746, in the night between 
the rqth and 15th of June, new ftyle, attended with the fame effect, as appears from 
Mr. Evans’s obfervations. The trees which were then in bloffom had loft both their 
leaves and their flowers in thefe parts which were neareft the ground ; fome time after 
they got frefh leaves, but no new flowers. Further it is obfervable, that the cold nights 
which happen in {pring and fummer never do any hurt to high grounds, damaging only 
the low and moift ones. They dre likewife very perceptible in fuch places where 
dimeftone is to be met with ; and though all the other parts of the country be not vifited 
by fuch cold nights ih a fummer, yet thofe where limeftone lies have commonly one 
or two every fummer. Frequently the places where the limeftone lies are fituated on 
a high ground; but they fuffer notwith{tanding their fituation ; whilft a little way off in 
a lower ground, where no limeftone is to be found, the effeéts of the cold nights are 
not felt. Mr. Evans was the firft who made this obfervation, and I have had occafion 
at different times to fee the truth of it on my travels, as I fhall mention in the fequel. 
The young hiccory-trees have their leaves killed fooner than other trees in fuch a cold 
night, and the young oaks next; this has been obferved by other people, and I have 
found it to be true in the vears 1749 and 1750, 

Mar. 11th. Of the genus of wood-peckers, we find here all thofe which Catefby, 
in his firft volume of the Natural Hiftory of Carolina, has drawn and defcribed. “I 
fhall only enumerate them, and add one or two of their qualities ; but their defeription 
at large | defer for another occafion. 

Picus principalis, the king of the wood-peckers, is found here, though yery feldom, 
and only at a certain feafon. . , 

Picus pileatus, the crefted wood-pecker. This I have already mentioned. 

Picus auratus, the gold-winged wood-pecker. This fpecies is plentiful here, and the 
Swedes call it hittock, and piut; both thefe names have a relation to its note; ‘it is al- 
moft continually on the cround. and is not obferved to pick in the trees = tt vee chiefla 
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its flefh is very palatable. As it ftays all the year, and cannot eafily-get infeéts in win- 
ter, it muft doubtlefs eat fome kinds of grafs or plants in-the fields. Its form, and 
fome of its qualities, make it refemble a cuckow. 

Picus Carolinus, the Carolina wood-pecker. - ft lives heye likewife, and the co- 
lour of its head is of a deeper and more fhining red than Catefby. has reprefented 
it, vol. i. p. 19. t. 19. < 

Picus villofus, the fpotted, hairy, middle-fized wood-pecker is abundant here; it 
deftroys the epple-trees by pecking holes into them. 

Picus erythrocephalus, the red-headed wood-pecker.. This bird was frequent in the 
country, and the Swedes called it merely hackfpick, or wood-pecker. They give the 
fame name to all the birds which I now enumerate, tie gold-winged wood-pecker ex- 
cepted. This fpecies is deftrutive to maize-fields and orchards, for it pecks through 
the ears of maize, and eats apples. In fome years they are very numerous, efpecially 
where fweet apples grow, which they eat fo far that nothing but the mere peels re- 
main. Some yearsago there was a premium of twopence per head paid from the 
public funds, in order to extirpate this pernicious bird, but this law has been repealed. 
‘They are likewife very fond of acorns, At the approach of winter they trawel to the 
fouthward. But when they ftay 2 numbers in the woods, at the beginnining of win- 
ter, the people look upon it as a fign of a pretty mild winter. 

Picus varius, the leffer, fpotted, yellow-bellied wood-pecker. Thefe birds are much 
more numerous than many people wifhed ; for this, as well as the preceding and fuc- 
ceeding {pecies, are very hurtful to apple-trees. 

Picus pubefcens, or the leaft fpotted wood-pecker. This fpecies abounds here. Of 
all the wood-peckers it is the moft dangerous to orchards, becaufe it is the moft daring. 
As foon as it has pecked a hole into the tree, it makes another clofe to the firk, ina 
horizontal direGtion, proceeding till it has pecked a circle of holes round the tree. 
Therefore the apple-trees in the orchards here have feveral rings round their ftems, 
which lie very clofe above each other, frequently offly an inch diftant from each other. 
Sometimes thefe wood-peckers peck the holes fo clofe that the tree dries up. This 
bird, as Catefby remarks, is fo like the leffer fpotted wood-pecker, in regard to its 
colour and other qualities, that they would be taken for the fame bird were not the 
former (the picus pubefcens) a-great deal lefs. They agree in the bad quality, which 
they both poffefs, of pecking holes into the apple-trees, 

Rana ocellata are a kind of frogs here, which the Swedes call fill-hoppetoffer, i. e. 
herring-hoppers, and which now began to quack in the evening, and at night, in 
{wamps, pools, and ponds: ‘fhe name which the Swedes give them is derived from 
their beginning to make their noife in fpring, at the fame time when the people here 
go catching what are called herrings, which however differ greatly from the true Euro~ 

. pean herrings. Thefe frogs have a peculiar note, which is not like that of our Euros 
pean frogs, but rather correfponds with the chirping of fome large birds, and can nearly 
be expreffed by picet. With this noife they continued throughout a great part of 
fpring, beginning their noife foon after fun-fetting, and finifhing it juft before fun-rif- 
ing. The found was fharp, but yet fo loud that it could be heard at a great diftance. 
When they expeéted rain they cried much. worfe than commonly, and began in the 
middle of the day, or when it grew cloudy, and the rain came ufually fix hours after. 
As it fnowed on the 16th of the next month, and blew very violently all day, there 
was not the leaft fign of them at night ; and during the whele time that it was cold, and 
whilft the fnow lay on the fields, the froft had fo filenced them, that we could not hear 


ene: hnt ae fann ae the mild weather returned. they heoan their noife again VThew 
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had the place wherethey. lived, they are quite filent,-and none of them appeared. 
It feems that they hide themfelves entirely under water, except the tip of the fnout, 
when they cry. For when! {tepped to the pond where they were in, I could not ob- 
ferve a fingle one hopping into the water. I could not fee any of them before I had 
emptied a whole pool, where they lodged in. Their colour is a dirty green, variegated 
with fpets of brown. When they are touched they make a noife and moan; they 
then fometimes affume a form as if they had blown up the hind part of the back, fo 
that it makes a high elevation ; and then they do not ftir, though touched, ‘When they 
are put alive into {pirits of wine, they die within a minute. 

Mar. rath. The bird which the Englifh and Swedes in this country call robin-red- 
breaft, is found here all the year round. It is a very different bird from that which 
in England bears the, fame name. It is Linneus’s turdus migratorius. It fings 
very melodioufly, is not very fhy, but hops on the ground, quite clofe to, the 
houfes. ; 

The hazels (corylus avellana) were now opening their blofloms. They fucceeded 
beft in arich mould, and the Swedes reckoned it a fign of a good foil where they found 
them growing. 

Mar. 13th. The alder (betula alnus) was juft bloffoming. 

The dracontium foetidum grew plentifully in the marfhes, and began to flower. 
Among the ftinking plants, this is the moft foetid ; its naufeous {cent was fo ftrong 
that I could hardly-examine the flower ; and when I fmelled a little too long at it m 
head ached. ‘The Swedes call it byorn-blad (bear’s-leaf) or byorn-retter (bear’s-root. 
The Englith call it polecat-root, becaufe its efluvia areas naufeous and foetid as thofe 
of the polecat, which I have mentioned before. ‘The flowers are purple-coloured 5 

- when they are in full flower the leaves begin to come out of the ground ; in fummer 
the cattle do not touch it. Dr. Colden told me, that he had employed the root in all 
cafes where the root of the arum is made ufe of, efpecially againft the feurvy, &c. The 
Swedifh name it got, becaufe the bears, when they leave their winter habitations, are 
fond of it in fpring. It is a common plant in all North America. 

The draba verna was abundant here, and now appeared in flower. 

‘The veratrum album was very common in the marhes, and in low places, over all 
North America. The Swedes here call it dack, dackor, or dackretter, that is puppet- 
root, becaufe the children make puppets of its {talks and leaves.. The Englifh call it 
itch-reed or ellebore. _ It is a poifonous plant, and therefore the cattle never touch it; 
however it fometimes happens that the cattle are deceived in the beginning of fpring, 
when the paftures are bare, and eat of the fine broad green leaves of this plant, which 
come up very early; but fuch a meal frequently proves fatal to them. Sheep and 
geefe have likewife often been killed with it. By means of its root the maize is pre- 
ferved. from the greedinefs of voracious birds in the following manner: The roots 
are boiled in water,-into which the maize is put as {oon as the water is quite cool; the 
maize mutt lie all night in it, and is then planted as ufual. When the maize-thieves, 
crows, or other birds, pick up or pluck out the grains of maize their heads grow 
delirious, and they fall, which fo frightens the reft, that they never venture on the 
field again: when thofe which have tafted the grains recover, they leave the field, and 
are no more tempted to vifit it again, By thus preparing maize one muft be very 
careful that no other creatures touch it; for when ducks or fowls eat a grain or two 
of the maize which is thus fteeped they become very fick ; but if they fwallow a con- 
fiderable quantity they die. When the root is thrown away raw no animal eats it 5 

32 but 


were very. timorous, and it was difficult to catch them ;, for as foon as a perfon, ap- 
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but when it is. put out boiled, its fweet tafte tempts the beafts to eat-it. Dogs have 
been feen to eat a little of it, and have been. very fick after it; however they have 
recovered after a vomit, for when animals cannot free themfelves of it by this means, 
they often die. Some people boil the root, and wath the {corbutic parts with the water 
or decoétion. This is faid to caufe fome pain, and even a plentiful difcharge of urine, but 
it re-eftablithes the patient. When the children here are plagued with vermin, the 
women boil this root, hut the comb into the decoétion, and comb the head with.it, and 
this kills them moft effeQually. 

Mar. 17th. At the firft arrival of the Swedes in this country, and long after that 
time, it was filled with Indians. But as the Europeans proceeded to cultivate the land, 
the Indians fold their land, and went further into the country. But in reality few of 
the Indians really left the country in this manner; moft of them ended their days 
before, either by wars among themfelves, or by the fmall pox, a difeafe which the 
Indians were unacquainted with before their commerce with the Europeans, and which 
fince that time has killed incredible numbers of them. For though they can heal 
wounds and other external hurts, yet they know not how to proceed with fevers, or 
in general with internai difeafes. One can imagine how ill they would fucceed with 
the cure of the fmall-pox, when, as foon as the puttules appeared, they leaped, naked,- 
into the cold water of the rivers, lakes, or fountains, and either dived over head into 
it, or poured it over their body in great abundance, in order to cool the heat of the 
fever. In the fame manner they carry their children, when they have the {mali-pox, 
into the water and duck them *. But brandy has killed moft of the Indians. This 
liquor was likewife entirely unknown to them before the Europeans came hither ; but 
after they had tafted it they could never get enough of it. A man can hardly have 
a greater defire of a thing than the Indians have of brandy. I have heard them fay, 
that to die by drinking brandy was a defirable and an honorable death 3 and 
indeed it is no very uncommon thing to kill .themfelves by drinking this iquor to 
excefs, . 

‘The food of thefe Indians was very different from that of the inhabitants of the other 
parts of the world. Wheat, rye, barley, oats, and rice-groats, were quite unknown 
m America. In the fame manner it is with regard to the fruits and herbs which are 
eaten inthe old countrics. The maize, fome kinds of beans, and melons, made almoft 
the whole of the Indian agriculture and gardening ; and dogs were the only domeftic 
animals in North America. But as their agriculture and their gardening were very 
trifling, and they could hardly live two months in a year upon their produce, they were 
forced to apply to hunting and fifhing, which at that time, and even at prefent, are 
their chief fubfiftence, and to feck fome of the wild plants and trees here. Some of the 


* Profeffor Kalm wrote this when the truly laudable method of treating the {mall-pox with a cold 
regimen was not yet adopted ; and he thought therefore the way in which the Americans treated this 
difeafe was the caufe of its beng fo deleterious. But when the Kalmucks, in the Ruffian dominions, get 
the {mall-pox, it has been obferved that very few efcape. Of this I believe no other reafon can be alledged 
than that the fmall-pox is always dangerous, either when the open pores of the human {kin are too 
numerous, which is canfed by opening them in a warm-water bath, or when they are too much clofed, 
which is the cafe with all the nations that are dirty and greafy. All the American Indians rub their body 
with oils, the Kalmucks never wath themfelves, and rub their bodies and their fur coats with greafe; the 
Hottentots are, I believe, known to be patterns of filthinefs, their bodies being richly anointed with their 
ofnamental greafy fheep guts; this fhuts up all the pores, hinders perfpiration entirely, and makes the 
fmall-pox always lethal among thefe nations; to which we may yet add the too frequent ufe of fpirituous 
inflammatory liquors, fince their acquaintance with the Europeans. Fy 5 
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old Swedes were yet alive, who in their younger. years had an intercourfe with: 
the Indians, and had feen the minutia of their ceconomy. I was therefore defirous 
of ‘knowing which of the fpontaneous herbs they made ufe of for food at that 
time; and all the old men agreed that the following plants were what they chiefly 
confumed. “ 

Hopnifs or hapnifs was the Indian name of a wild plant which ghey ate at that time. 
The Swedes ftill call it by that name, and it grows in the meadows ina good foil, ‘The 
roots refemble potatoes, and were boiled by the Indians, who cat them inftead of 
bread. Some of the Swedes at that time likewife ate this root for want cf bread. 
Some of the Englifh ftill eat them inftead of potatoes. Mr, Bartram told me, that 
the Indians who live farther in the country do dot only eat thefe roots, which are 
equal in goodnefs to potatoes, but likewile take the peafe which lie in the pods of 
this plant, and prepare them like common peafe. Dr. Linnzus calls the plant 
glycine apios. 7 

Katnifs is another Indian name of a plant, the root of which they were likewile 
accuftomed to eat, when they lived here. ‘The Swedes ftiil preferve thisname. [ft 
grows in low, muddy,’ and very wet ground. The root is oblong, commonly an inch 
and an half long, and one inch and a quarter broad in the middle ; but fome of the 
roots have been as big as a man’s fifts. The Indians either boiled this root or roafted 
it in hot afhes. Some of the Swedes likewife eat them with much appetite, at the time 
when the Indians were fo near the coaft; but at prefent none of them make any ufe 
of the roots.’ A man of ninety-one years of age, called Nils Guftafson, told me, that 
he had often eaten thefe roots when he was a.boy, and that he liked them very well at 
that time. He added, that the Indians, efpecially their women, travelled to the iflands, 
dug out the roots, and brought them home ; and whilft they had them, they defired 
no other food. ‘They faid that the hogs, which are amazingly greedy of them, have 
made them very fcarce. The cattle are very fond of its leaves. I afterwards got 
fome of thefe roots roafted, and in my opinion they tafted well, though they were 
rather dry : the tafte was nearly the fame with that of the potatoes. When the Indians 
come down to the coaft and fee the turnips of the Europeans, they likewile give them 
the name of katnifs. ‘heir katnifs isin an arrow-head or fagittaria, and is only a 
variety of the Swedifh arrow-head or fagittaria fagittifolia, for the plant above the 

round is entirely the fame, but the root under ground is much greater in the American 
than in the European. Mr. Ofbeck in his voyage to China, mentions that the Chinefe 
plant a fagittaria, and eat its roots. ‘This feems undoubtedly to be a variety of this 
kitnafs. Further in the north of this part'of America, I met with the other fpecies of 
fagittaria which we have in Sweden. 

*Yaw-ho and taw-him was the Indian name of another plant, the root of which they 
eat. Some of them likewife call it tuckah; but moft of the Swedes ftill knew it by 
the name of taw-ho. It grows in moift ground and fwamps. Hogs are very greedy 
of the roots, and grow very fat by feeding on them. ‘Therefore, they often vifit the 
places where thefe roots grow ; and they are frequently feen rooting,up the mud, and ~ 
falling with their whole body into the water, fo that only a little’of the back part was 
out of the water. Itis therefore very plain that thefe roots muft have been extirpated 
in places which are frequented by hogs. The roots often grow to the thicknefs of a 
man’s thigh. When they are frefh they have a pungent tafte, and are reckoned a 
poifon in that frefh ftate. Nor did the Indians ever venture to eat them raw, but pre- 


pared them in the following manner: They gathered a great heap of thefe roots, dug 
a great 
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a great long hole, fometimes two or three fathoms and upwards in lengthy into which 
they put the roots, and covered them with the earth that had been taken out of the 
hole; they made a great fire above it, which burnt till they thought proper to remove 
it; and then they dug up the roots, and confumed them with great avidity. Thefe 
roots, when prepared in this manner, I am told, tafte like potatoes. The Indians 
never dry and prefgrve them ; but always take them frefh out of the marfhes, when 
they want them. ‘This taw-ho is the arum Virginicum, or Virginian wake-robin. It 
js remarkable, that the arums, with the plants next akin to them, are eaten by men 
in different parts of the world, though their roots, when raw, have a fiery pungent 
tafte, and are almoft poifonous ia that ftate. How can men have learnt that plants 
fo extremely oppofite to our nature were eatable ; and that their poifon, which burns 
on the tongue, can be conquered by fire? Vhus the root of the cala paluftris, which 
grows in the north of Europe, is fometimes ufed inftead of bread onan exigency. ‘The 
North American Indians confume this fpecies of arum. ‘Thofe of South America, 
and of the Weft Indies, eat other fpecies of arums. The Hottentots, at the Cape of 
Good Hope, in Africa, prepare bread from a fpecies of arum or wake-robin, which 
is as burning and poifonous as the other fpecies of this plant. In the fame manner, 
they employ the roots of fome kinds of arum as a food, in Egypt and Afia. Probably, 
that fevere but fometimes ufeful miftrefs, neceffity, has firft taught men to find outa 
food which the firft talte would have rejected as ufelefs. ‘This taw-ho feems to be the 
fame with what the Indians in Carolina call tuckahoo, 

Taw-kce is another plant, fo called by the Indians, who eat it. Some of them call 
jt taw-kim, and others tackvim. “Lhe Swedes call it always by the name of taw-kee. 
The plant grows in marfhes, near moift and low grounds, and is very plentiful in 
North America. The cattle, hogs, and ftags, are very fond of the leaves in {pring ; 
for they are fome of the earlieft. The leaves are broad, like thofe of the convallaria, 
or lilly of the valley, green on the upper fide, and covered with very minute hair, fo 
that they looked like a fine velvet. ‘The Indians pluck the feeds, and keep them for 
eating, ‘They cannot be eaten frefh or raw, but muft be dried. The Indians were 
forced to boil them repeatedly in water, before they were fit for ufe ; and then they 
ate them like peafe. When the Swedes gave them butter or milk, they boiled or 
broiled the feeds in it. Sometimes they employ thefe feeds inftead of bread ; and they 
tafte like peafe. Some of the Swedes likewife ate them, and the old men among them 
told me, they liked this food better than any of the other plants which the Indians 
formerly made ufe of. ‘This taw-kee was the orontium aquaticum. 

Bilberries were likewife a very common difh among the Indians. They are called 
huckle-berries by the Englith here, and belong to feveral fpecies of vaccinium, which 
are all of them different from our Swedith bilberry-buth, though their berries, in 
regard to colour, fhape, and tafle, are fo fimilar to the Swedith bilberry that they are 
diftingufhed from each other with difficulty. The American ones grow on fhrubs, 
which are from two to four feet high; and there are fome fpecies which are above 
fAven feet in height. The Indians formerly plucked them in abundance every year, 
dried them either in the fun-thine or by the fire-fide, and afterwards prepared them for 
eating in different manners. ‘Thefe huckle-berries are ftill a dainty difh among the 
Indians. On my travels through the country of the Iroquefe, they offered me, when- 
ever they defigned to treat me well, freth maize-bread, baked in an oblong fhape, 
mixed with dried huckle-berries, which lay as clofe in it as the raifins in a plumb- 
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quantity of thefe_berries, to dry them in ovens, to bake them in tarts, and to employ 
them in feveral other ways. Some preferve them’ with treacle; ‘They are likewife eaten 
raw, either quite alone or with frefh milk. ~ 5 Ye 

I hall, on the 27th of March, find occafion to mention another difh, which the 
Indians ate formerly, and ftill eat, on formal ceremonies. 

Mar. 18th. Almoft during the whole of this fpring, the weather and. the winds 
were always calm in the morning at fun rifing. At eight o’clocle the wind began to 
blow pretty hard, and continued fo all day, till fun-fetting ; when it ceafed, and all 
the night was calm. This was the regular courfe of the weather ; but fornetimes the 
winds raged without intermiffion for two or three days together. At noon it was 
commonly moft violent. But in the ordinary way the wind decreafed and increafed 
as follows: At fix in the morning, a calm; at feven, a very gentle weftern breeze, 
which grew ftronger at eight; at eleven it was much ftronger ; but at four in the 
afternoon, it is no ftronger than it was at eight o’clock in the morning; and 
thus it goes on decreafing till it is quite a calm, juft before fun-fet. The winds 
this {pring blew generally weft, as appears from the obfervations at the end of 
this work. 

1 was told, that it was a very certain prognoftic of bad weather, that when you fee 
clouds in the horizon in the fouth-welt, about fun-fetting, and when thofe clouds 
fink below the horizon, in an hour’s time, it will rain the next day, though all the 
forenoon be fair and clear. But if fome clouds be feen in the fouth-weft, in the 
horizon at fun-fet, and they rife fome time after, you may expect fair weather the 
next day. : 

Mar. 2oth. An old Swede prognofticated a change in the weather, becaufe it was 
calm to-day ; for when there has been. wind for fome days together, and a calm follows, 
they fay, rain or fnow, or fome other change in the weather will happen. I was like. 
wife told, that fome people here were of that falfe opinion, that the weather commonly 
alters on Friday ; fo that, in cafe it had rained or blown hard all the week, and a 
change was to happen, it would commonly fall on Friday. How far the former 
a aa has been true, appears from my own obfervations of the weather, to which 

refer. 

Mar. arf. The red maple (acer rubrum) and the American elm (ulmus 
Americana) began to flower at prefent ; and fome of the latter kind were already in 
full bloffom. 

Mar. 24th. I walked pretty far to-day, in order to fee whether I could find any 

ants in flower. But the cloudy weather, and the great rains which had lately 
fallen, had allowed litle or nothing to grow up. The leaves now began to grow 
pretty green. The plants which I have juft before mentioned were now in full 
bloffom. 

The noble liverwort, or anemone hepatica, was now every where in flower. It 
was abundant; and the Swedes call it blablomfter, or blue-flower. ‘They did not 
know any ufe of it. 

Near all the corn fields on which I walked to-day, I did not fee a fingle ditch, 
tliough many of them wanted it. But the people generally followed the Englifh way 
of making no ditches along the fields, without confidering whether the corn-fields 
wanted them or not. The confequence was, that the late rain had in many places 
wathed away great pieces of the grounds, fown with wheat and rye. There were ng 
ridges left between the fields, except a very narrow one near the fence, which was 


entirely overgrown with the fumach, or rhus glabra, and with black-berry buthes, fo 
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that there the cattle could find very-little or xo food:. Fhe cornfields were broad-calt, 
or divided into pieces, which were near feventeen feet broad, and feparated from each 
other only by means of furrows. Thefe pieces were uniform, and not elevated ia the 
middle. ; : 

Meloe majalis, a fpecies of oil-beetle, crept about on the hills. 

Papilio antiopa, or willow butterfly, flew in the woods to-day, and was the firft 
butterfly which I faw this year. : 

Papilio euphrofyne, or the April butterfly, was one of the fearce fpecies. The other 
American infects, which I defcribed this day and the following days, I hall men- 
tion on fome other occafion. In the fequel I fhall only mention thofe which were re. 
markable for fome peculiar qualities, 

The hay-ftacks were commonly made here after the the Swedith manner, that is, in 
the fhape of a thick and fhort cone, without any cover over it. When the people wanted 
any hay, they cut fome of it loofe, by a peculiar fort of a knife. However, many people, 
efpecially in the environs of Philadelphia, had hay-ftacks with roofs which could be 
moved up and down, Near the furface of the ground were fome poles laid, on which 
the hay was put, that the air may pafs freely through it. Ihave mentioned before, that 
the cattle have no ftables in winter or fummer, but muft go in the open air, during the 
whole year. However, in Philadelphia, and in a few other places, I have feen that thofe 
people who made ufe of the latter kind of hay-ftacks, viz. that with moveable roofs, 
commonly had built them fo that the hay was put a fathom or two above the ground, on 
a floor of boards, under which the cattle could ftand in winter, when the weather was 
very bad. Under this floor of boards were partitions of boards on all the fides, which 
however flood far enough from each other to afford the air a free paffage. i 

Mar. 27th. In the morning I went in order to fpeak with the old Swede, Nils Guf- 

. tafson, who was ninety-one years of age. I intended to get an account of the former 
ftate of New Sweden. | ‘The country which I now paffed through was the fame with that 
which I had found in thofe parts of North America I had hitherto feen. It was diverfified 
with a variety of little hills and vallies: the former confifted of a very pale brick- 
coloured earth, compofed, for the greateft part, of a fine fand mixed with fome mould. 
I faw no mountains, and no ftones, except fome little ftones, not above the fize of a 
pigeon’s or hen’s egg, lying on the hills, and commonly confifting of white quartz, 
which was generally fmooth and polifhed on the outfide. At the bottom, along the 
vallies, ran fometimes rivulets of chryftalline water, the bottom of which was covered 
with fuch white pebbles as I have juft defcribed. Now and then I met with a fwamp in 
the vallies. Sometimes there appeared, though at confiderable diftances from each other, 

“fome farms frequently furrounded on all fides by corn-fields. Almoft on every corn- 
field there yet remained the ftumps of trees, which had been cut down; a proof that this 
country has not been long cultivated, being overgrown with trees forty or fifty years 
ago. The farms did not lie together in villages, or fo that feveral of them were near 
each other, in one place ; but they were all feparated from one another. Each coun- 
tryman lived by himfelf, had his own ground about his houfe, feparated from the pro- 
perty of his neighbour. The greateft part of the land, between thefe farms fo diftant 
from each other, was overgrown with woods, confifting of tall trees. Here and there 
appeared fome fallen trees, thrown down by the wind; fume were torn up by the 
roots; others broken quite acrofs the ftem. In fome parts of the country the trees 
were thick and tall, but in others I found large tracts covered with young trees, only 
twenty, thirty, or forty years old: thefe tra¢ts, 1 am told, the Indians.formerly had 
their little plantations in.” I did not yet fee any marks of the leaves coming out, and 
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{did not meet with a flower in the woods; for the cold winds, which had blown for . 
feveral days together fucceflively, had hindered this. Phe woods confifted chiefly of 

feveral {pecies of oak, and of hiccory. The fwamps were filled with red maple, which 

was all now in flower, and made thefe places look quite red at a diftance. 

The old Swede, whom I came to vifit, feemed to be ftill pretty hearty and freth, and 
could walk by the help of a ftick; but he complained of having felt, in thefe latter 
years, fome pains in his back and limbs, that he could keep his feet warm in winter 
only by fitting near the fire. He faid he could very well remember the ftate of this 
country, at the time when the Dutch poffeffed it, and in what circumftances it was in be- 
fore the arrival of the Englifh. He added, that he had brought a great deal of timber 
to Philadelphia, at the time that it was built. He ftill remembered to have feen a great 
forelt on the fpot where Philadelphia now ftands. ‘The father of this old man had been 
one of the Swedes who were fent over from Sweden, in order to cultivate and inhabit 
this country. He returned me the following anfwers to the quettions I afked him. 

Quere, Whence did the Swedes, who firft came hither, get their cattle? The old 
man anfwered, that when he was a boy, his father and other people had told him, that 
the Swedes brought their horfes, cows, and oxen, fheep, hogs, geefe, and ducks, 
over with them. There were but few of a kind at firft, but they multiplied greatly 
here afterwards. He faid, that Maryland, New York, New England, and Virginia, had 
been fooner inhabited by Europeans than this part of the country ; but he did not 
know whether the Swedes ever got cattle of any kind from any of thefe provinces, , 
except from New York. Whilft he was yet very young, the Swedes, as well as he 
could remember, had already a fufficient ftock of all thefe animals. The hogs had 
propagated fo much at that ‘time, there being fo great a plenty of food for them, that 
they ran about wild in the woods, and that the people were obliged to thoot them, 
when they intended to make ufe of them. The old man likewile r@olleéted, that 
horfes ran wild in the woods, in fome places ; but he could not tell whether any other 
kind of cattle turned wild. He thought that the cattle grow as big at prefent as they 
did when he was a boy, fuppofing they get as much food as they want 5 for in his 
younger years, food for all kinds of cattle was fo plentiful, and even fo fuperfluous, 
ihat the cattle were extremely well fed by it. A cow at that time gave more milk 
than three or four do at prefent ; but fhe got more and better food at that time, than 
three or four get now. : 

uere, Whence did the Englifh in Penfylvania and New Jerfey get their cattle ? 
They bought them chiefly from the Swedes and Dutch, who lived here; and a fmall 
number were brought over from Old England. The form of the cattle, and the 
unanimous accounts of the Englifh here, confirmed what the old man had faid. 

Quere, Whence did the Swedes here fettled get their feveral forts of corn, and like- 
wife their fruit-trees and kitchen-herbs? ‘The old man told me that he had frequently 
heard, when he was young, that the Swedes had brought all kinds of corn, and fruits, 
and herbs, or feeds of them, with them. For, as far as he could recolleét, the Swedes, 
here were plentifully provided with wheat, rye, barley, and oats. The Swedes, at that 
time, brewed all their beer of malt made of barley, and likewife made good ftrong beer. 
They had already got diftilling veffels, and made good brandy: Every one among 
them had not a diftilling veffel, but when they intended to diftil, they lent their appa- 
ratus to one another. At firft they were forced to buy maize of the Indians, both for 
fowing and eating. But after continuing for fome years in this country, they extended 
their maize plantations fo much that the Indians were obliged, fome time after, to buy 
maize-of the Swedes, The old man likewife affured me, that the Indians formerly, and 
about the time of the firft fettling of the Swedes, were more induftricus and laborious 
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in every branch of bufinefs than they are now. Whilft he was young, the Swedes had 
a great quantity of very good white cabbage. ‘Winter cabbage, or cale, which was left 
on the ground during winter, was likewife abundant. They were likewife well pro- 
vided with turnips: in winter they kept them in holes under ground ; but the old man 
did not like that method ; for when they had lain too long in thefe holes, in winter 
they became fpungy. He preferred that method of keeping them which is now com- 
monly adopted, and which confifts in the following particulars. After the turnips 
have been taken out of the ground in autumn, and expofed to the air for a while, they 
are put in a heap upon the field, covered with ftraw at the top, and on the fides, and 
with earth over the ftraw. By this means they ftand the winter very well here, and 
do not become fpungy. The Indians are very fond of turnips, and called them fome- 
times hopnifs, fometimes katnifs. The Swedes likewife cultivated carrots, in the old 
man’s younger years. Among the fruit-trees were apple-trees: they were not nume- 
rous, and only fome of the Swedes had little orchards of them, whilft others had not 
a fingle tree. None of the Swedes made cyder, for it is come into ufe but lately. The 
Swedes brewed {trong beer and fmall beer, and it was their common liquor ; but at 
prefent thereare very few who brew beer, for they commonly prepare cyder. Cherry- 
trees were abundant when Nils Guftafson was yet a boy. Peach-trecs were at that 
time more numerous than at prefent, and the Swedes brewed beer of the fruit. ‘The 
old man could not tell from whence the Swedes firft of all got the peach-trees. 

During the younger years of this old man, the Indians were every where fpread in” 
the country ; they lived among the Swedes, and were f{cattered every where. The old 
man mentioned Swedes who had been killed by the Indians ; and he mentioned two 
of his countrymen who had been fealped by them. They ftole children from the Swedes, 
and carried them off, and they were never heard of again. Once they came and killed 
fome Swedes, afid took the upper part of their {culls with them ; on that occafion they 
fealped a little girl; and would have killed her, if they had not perceived a boat full of 
Swedes, making towards them, which obliged them to fly; the girl was afterwards 
healed, but never got any hair on her head again: fhe was married, had many. chil- 
dren, and lived to a confiderable age. At another time the Indians attempted to kill 
the mother of this old man, but the vigoroufly refifted them, and in the mean while a 
number of Swedes came up, who frightened the Indians, and made them run away. 
Nobody could ever find out to what nation of Indians thefe owe their origin ; for in 
general they lived very peaceably with the Swedes. 

The Indians had their little plantations of maize in many places ; before the Swedes 
came into this country, the Indians had no other than their hatchets made of ftone. In 
order to make maize plantations they cut out the trees, and prepared the ground in the 
manner I have before mentioned. ‘They planted but little maize, for they lived chiefly 
upon hunting ; and throughout the greateft part of fummer, their hopnifs, or the roots 
of the plycine apios, their katnifs, or the roots of the fagittaria fagittifolia, their tawho 
or the roots of the arum virginicum, their taw-kee or orontium aquaticum, and whortle- 
berries, were their chief food. ‘They had no horfes or other cattle which could be fub- 
fervient to them in their agriculture, and therefore did all the work with their own 
hands. After they had reaped the maize, they kept it in holes under ground, during 
winter ; they dug thefe holes feldom deeper than a fathom, and often not fo deep ; at 
the bottom and on the fides they put broad pieces of bark. ‘The andropogon bicorne, 
a grafs which grows in great plenty here, and which the Englifh call Indian grafs, and 
the Swedes wilfkt grafs *, fupplies the want of bark ; the ears of maize are then thrown 
into the hole, and covered to a confiderable thicknefs with the fame grafs, and the 


*® Grafs of the favages. 
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whole is again covered by a fufficient quantity of earth: the maize kept extremely well 
in thofe holes, and each Indian had feveral fuch fubterraneous ftores, where his corn 
lay fafe, though he travelled far from it. After the Swedes had fettled here, and 
planted apple-trees and peach-trees, the Indians, and efpecially their women, fometimes 
ftole the fruit in great quantity; but when the Swedes caught them, they gave them a 
fevere drubbing, took the fruit from them, and often their clothes too. In the fame 
manner it happened fometimes, that as the Swedes had a great increafe of hogs, and 
they ran about in the woods, the Indians killed fome of them privately and feafted 
upon them ; but there were likewife fome Indians who bought hogs of the Swedes and 
fed them ; they taught them to run after them like dogs, and whenever they removed 
from one place to another, their hogs always followed them. Some of thofe Indians 
got fuch numbers of thefe animals, that they afterwards gave them to the Swedes for 
a mere trifle. When the Swedes arrived in America the Indians had no domettic 
animals, except a fpecies of little dogs. The Indians were extremely fond of milk, 
and ate it with pleafure when the Swedes gaveit them. ‘They likewife prepared a kind 
of liquor like milk in the following manner : they gathered a great number of hiccory 
nuts, and walnuts from the black walnut-trees, dried and crufhed them; then they 
took out the kernels, pounded them fo fine as flour, and mixed this flour with water, 
which took a milky hue from them, and was as fweet as milk. They had tobacco- 
pipes of clay, manufactured by themfelves, at the time that the Swedes arrived here ; 
they did not always fmoke true tobacco, but made ufe of another plant inftead of it, 
which was unknown to the old Swedes, but of whith he affured me that it was not 
the common mullein, or verbafcum thapfus, which is generally called Indian tobacco 
here, 

As to their religion, the old man thought it very trifling, and even believed that 
they had none at all; when they heard loud claps of thunder, they faid that the evil 
fpirit was angry ; fome of them faid that they believed in a God, who lives in heaven. 
The old Swede once walked with an Indian, and they met with a red-{potted fnake on 
the road: the old man therefore went to feek a ftick in order to kill the fnake ; but the 
Indian begged he would not touchit, becaufe he adored it: perhaps the Swede would 
not have killed it, but on hearing that it was the Indian’s deity, he took a ftick and 
killed it, in the prefence of the Indian, faying: becaufe thou believeft in it, I think 
myfelf obliged to kill it. Sometimes the Indians came into the Swedifh churches, 
looked at them, heard them, and went away again, after a while. One day as this 
old Swede was at church, and did not fing, becaufe he had no pfalm-book by him, 
one of the Indians, who was well acquainted with him, tapped him on the fhoulder, and. 
faid: Why doft thou not fing with the others, Tantanta! Tantanta! Tantanta? 
On another occafion, asa fermon was preached in the Swedith church at Raccoon, an 
Indian came in, looked about him, and, after hearkening a while to the preacher, he 
faid: Here isa great deal of prattle and nonfenfe, but neither brandy nor cyder; and 
went out again. For it is to be obferved, that when an Indian makes a {peech to his 
companions, in order to encourage them to war, or to any thing elfe, they all drink 
immoderately on thofe occafions. 

At the time when the Swedes arrived, they bought land at avery inconfiderable 
price. Fora piece of baize, or a pot full of brandy, or the like, they could get a 
piece of ground, which at prefent would be worth more than four hundred pounds, 
Penfylvania currency. When they fold a piece of land, they commonly figned an 
agreement ; and though they could neither read nor write, yet they fcribbled their 
marks, or fignatures, at the bottom of it, The father of old Nils Guftafson bought a 
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piece of ground from the Indians in New Jerfey. As foon as the agreement was drawn 
up, and the Indians fhould fign it, one of them, whofe name fignified a beaver, drew 
abeaver; another of them drew a bow and arrow ; anda third a mountain, inftead of 
their names. Their canoes they made of thick trees, which they hollowed out by fire, 
and made them fmooth again with their hatchets, as has been before mentioned. 

” The following account the old man gave me, in anfwer to my queftions with regard 
to the weather and its changes: it was his opinion, that the weather had always been 
pretty uniform ever fince his childhood : that there happen as great ftorms at prefent as 
tormerly : that the fummers now are fometimes hotter, fometimes colder, than they. 
were at that time; that the winters were often as cold and as long as formerly ; and 
thar ftill there often falls as great a quantity of fnow as in former times. However, he 
thoughtthat no cold winter came up to that which happened in the year 1697 ; and which 
is often mentioned in the almanacks of this country ; and I have mentioned it in the 
beginning of this volume. For in that winter the river Delaware was fo ftrongly 
covered with ice, that the old man brought many waggons full of hay over it, near 
Chriftina ; and that it was paffable in fledges even lower. No cattle, as far as he could 
recollect, were ftarved to death in cold winters ; except, in later years, fuch cattle as 
were lean, and had no ftables to retire into. 1t commonly does not rain, neither more 
nor lefs, in fummer than it did formerly ; excepting that, during the laft years, the 
fummers have been more dry. Nor could the old Swede find a diminution of water in. 
brooks, rivers, and fwamps. He allowed, as a very common and certain fact, that 
wherever you dig wells you meet’with oyfter-fhells in the ground. 

The old Guftafson was of opinion that intermitting fevers were as frequent and 
violent formerly as they are now ; but that they feemed more uncommon, becaufe there 
were fewer people at that time here. When he got this fever he was not yet full 
grown. He got it in fummer, and had it till the enfuing fpring, which is almoft a year 5 
but it did not hinder him from doing his work, either within or out of doors. Pleurify 
likewife attacked one or two of the Swedes formerly ; but it was not near fo common 
as it is now. The people in general were very healthy at that time. 

Some years ago, the old Swede’s eyes were fo much weakened, that he was forced 
to make ufe of a pair of fpeétacles. He then got a fever; which was fo violent that 
it was feared he would not recover. However, he became quite well again, and at the 
fame time got new ftrength in his eyes, fo that he has been able to read without fpetacles 
fince that time. 

The houfes which the Swedes built when they firft fettled here, were very bad. 
The whole houfe confifted of one little room, the door of which was fo low, that 
one was obliged to ftoop in order to get in. As they had brought no glafs with them, 
they were obliged to be content with little holes, before which a moveable board was 
faftened. They found no mofs, or at leaft none which could have been ferviceable in 
ftopping up holes or cracks -in the walls. They were therefore forced to clofe them, 
both without and within, with clay. The chimneys were made in a corner, either of 
grey fand, a ftone, or (in places where no ftone was to be got) of mere clay, which 
they laid very thick in one corner of the houfe. The ovens for baking were likewile in 
the rooms. 

- Before the Englith came to fettle here, the Swedes could not get as many cloaths as 
they wanted, and were therefore obliged to make fhift as well as they could. Themen 
wore waiftcoats and breeches of fkins. Hats were not in fafhion; and they made little 
caps, provided with flaps before. They had worfted ftockings. Their fhoes were of 
their own making. Some of them had learnt to prepare leather, and to make com- 
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trion thoes, with heels; but thofe who were not fhoemakers by profeffion, took the 
length of their feet, and fewed the leather together accordingly ; taking a piece for the 
fdle, one for the hind-quarters, and one more for the upper-leather. At that time they 
likewife fowed flax here, and wove linen cloth. Hemp wag not to be got; and they 
made ufe of flaxen ropes and fifhing tackle. The women were dreffed in jackets and 
petticoats of fkins. Their beds, excepting the fheets, were fkins of feveral animals ; 
fuch as bears, wolves, &c. i 

Tea, coffee, and chocolate, which are at prefent univerfally in ufe here, were then* 
wholly unknown. Bread and butter, and other fubftantial food, was what they break- 
fa(ted upon; and the above-mentioned fuperfluities have only been lately intro. 
duced, according to the account of the old Swede. Sugar and treacle they had in 
abundance, as far as he could remember 5 and rum formerly bore a more moderate 

rice. 
P From the accounts of this old Swede I concluded, that before the Englifh fettled here 
they followed wholly the cuftoms of Old Sweden; but after the Englith had been ‘in 
* the country for fome time, the Swedes began gradually to follow their cuftoms. When 
this Swede was but a boy there were two Swedith fmiths here, who made hatchets, . 
knives, and feythes, exattly like the Swedifh ones, and made them fharper than they 
can be got now.’ The hatchets now in ufe are in the Englith way, with a broad edge ; 
and their handles are very narrow. Almoft all the Swedes made ufe of baths; and 
they commonly bathed every Saturday. They celebrated Chriftmas with feveral forts 
of games, and with feveral peculiar difhes, as is ufual in Sweden; all which is now, 
for the greatelt part, left off. In the younger years of this Swede they made a pecu- 
Kiar kind of carts here. ‘They fawed thick pieces of liquidamber trees, and made ufe 
of two of them for the foremoft wheels, and of two more for the hindmoft. With 
thofe carts they brought home their wood. ‘Their fledges were at that time made almoft 
in the fame manner as they are now, or about as broad again as the true Swedifh ones. 
Timber and great beams of wood were carried upon a dray. They baked great loaves, 
fuch as they do now. ‘They had never any bifcuit, though the clergymen, who came 
from Sweden, commonly got fome baked. 

The Englith on their arrival here bought large traéts of land of the Swedes, at a 
very inconfiderable price. The father of the old Swede fold an eftate to the Englifh, 
which at this time would be reckgned worth three hundred pounds, for which he got 
a cow, a fow, and a hundred gourds. 

‘With regard to the decreafe of birds, the number of them and fith, he was wholly 
of that opinion which I have already mentioned. This was the account which the old 
man gave me of the former ftate of the Swedes in this country. I fhall fpeak more 
particularly of it in the fequel. 

Hurricanes are fometimes very violent here, and often tear up great trees. They 
fometimes proceed as it were in peculiar traéts, or lines. In fome places, efpecially in 
the hurricane’s traét, all the trees are ftruck down, and it looks as if the woods were 
cut down defignedly ; but clofe to the traét the trees receive no hurt. Such is the 
place which was fhewn to me to-day. It is dangerous to go into the woods where the 
hurricanes blow ; for no one can guard fufficiently againft the fudden fall of trees. 

The Penfylvania afp was now in full bloffom. But neither this tree, nor thofe near: 
a-kin to it, fhewed their leaves. 


* Bfore the Englith fettled here. 
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An old countryman afferted, that he commonly fowed a buthel of rye on an acre of 
ground, and got twenty bufhels in return; but from a buthel of barley he got thirty 
bufhels. However, in that cafe the ground mutt be well prepared. Wheat returns 
about as much as rye. The foil was a clay mixed with fand and mould. 

in the evening I returned*. ‘. 

March 28th. I found a black beetle f (fcarabzeus) with a pentagonal oval clypeus 
or fhield, on the head a fhort blunt horn, and a gibbous or hump-backed thorax, or 
corfelet. This beetle is one of the bigger fort here. I found here and there holes on 
the hills, which were fo wide that I could put my finger into them. On digging them 
up I always found thefe beetles lying at the bottom, about five inches under ground, 
Sometimes there were fhort whitith worms, .about as thick as one’s finger, which lay 
with the beetles ; and perhaps they -were related to them. There were likewife other 
infeéts in fuch holes, as a black cricket (gryllus campeftris), {piders, earth-beetles 
(carabi), and others. This beetle had a {cent exadtly like the trifolium melilotug 
cerulea, or the blue melilot. It was entirely covered with oblong pale ticks (acari), 
Its feet were as ftrong as thofe of the common dung chaffer ({carabseus ftercora. 
rius). 

April 4th. A cicindela, or fhining beetle, with a gold-green head, thorax, and 
feet, and a blue-green abdomen or belly, flew every where about the fields, and was 
hunting other infe&s. It is very common in North America, and feems to be a mere 
variety of the cicindela campeftris. 

Cimex lacuftris, a kind of water-bugs, hopped in numbers on the furface of waters 
which had a flow courfe. 

Dytifcus piceus, or, the great water-beetle, fwam fometimes in the water. | 

About fixty years ago, the greateft part of this country was covered with tall and 
thick trees, and the fwamps were full of water. But it’ has undergone fo great.a 
change, as few other places have undergone in fo fhorta time. At prefent the forefts 
are cut down in moft places, the fwamps drained by ditches, the country cultivated, and 
changed into corn-fields, meadows, and paftures. Therefore, it feems very reafonable 
to fuppofe, that fo fudden a change has likewife had {ome effet upon the weather. [ 
was therefore defirous of hearing from the old Swedes, who have lived the longeft in 
this country, and have been inhabitants of this place during the whole time of the 
change mentioned, whether the prefent ftate of the weather was in fome particulars re. 
markably different from that which they felt in their younger years? The following is 
an account which they all unanimoufly gave me in anfwer to this queftion. 

The winter came fooner formerly than it does now. Mr. Ifaac Norris, a wealthy 
merchant, who has a confiderable fhare in the government of Penfylvania, confirmed 
this by a particular account. His father, one of the firft Englith merchants in this 
country, obferved, that in his younger years the river Delaware was commonly covered 
with ice, about the middle of November, old ftyle, fo that the merchants were 
obliged to bring down their fhips in great hafte before that time, for fear of their being 
obliged to lie all winter. _On the contrary, this river feldom freezes over at prefent, 
before the middle of December, old ftyle. 


* From Nils Guftafson, the old Swede. 
+ The beetle here defcribed feems to be the fearabaus Carolinus, Linn. Syf. Nat. P- $45, and of 


Drury Ilfuftrations of Nat. Hiit. tab, 35-2. Itis common in New York, New Jerfey, Penfylvania, 
Maryland, and Carolina. F, . 
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It fnowed much more in winter, formerly, than it does now; but the weather in ge- 
feral -was likewife more conftant and uniform ; and ‘wlten the cold fet in, it continued 
to the end of February, or till March, old ftyle, wher % commonly began to grow 
warm. At prefent, it is warm, even the very next day after a fevere cold; and fome- 
times the weather changes feveral times a day. 

Mott of the old people here were of opinion, that {pring came much later at prefent, 
than formerly, and that it was now much colder in the latter end of February, and the 
whole month of May, than when they were young. Formerly the fields were as green, 
and the air as warm, towards the end of February, as it is ow in March, or in the be- 
ginning of April, old ftyle. The Swedes at that time made ufe of this phrafe: patk 
bitida, pafk fent, altid gras, that is, we have always grafs at Eafter, whether it be foon or 
late in the year. But perhaps we can account as follows, for the opinion which the 

ople here have, that vegetation appeared formerly more forward than it does now. 

ormerly the cattle were not fo numerous as now; however, the woods were full of 
grafs and herbs, which, according to the teftimony of all the old people here, grew to 
the height of a man. At prefent a great part of the annual graffes and plants have 
been entirely extirpated by the continual grazing of numbers of cattle. Thefe annual 
grafles were probably green very early in {pring, and (being extirpated) might lead 
the people to believe, that every thing came on fooner formerly than it does at 

refent. 
: -It ufed to rain more abundantly than it does now; during the harveft efpecially, the 
rains fell in fuch plenty, that it was very difficult to bring home the hay and corn. 
Some of the laft years had been extremely dry. However, a few people were of 
opinion that it rained as plentifully at prefent, as formerly. 

All the people agreed, that the weather was not by far fo inconftant, when they 
were young, asit is now. For at prefentit happens at all times of the year, that when 
a day has been warm, the next is very cold, and vice verfa. It frequently happens 
that the weather alters feveral times in one day; fo that when it has been a pretty 
warm morning, the wind blows from north weft about ten o’clock, and brings a 
cold air with it; yet a little after noon it may be warm again. My meteorological ob- 
fervations fufficiently confirm the reality of thefe fudden changes of weather, which are 
faid to caufe, in a great meafure, the people to be more unhealthy at prefent, than 
they were formerly. 

I likewife found every body agrce in afferting, that the winter, betwixt the autumn 
of the year 1697, and the {pring of the year 1698, was the coldeft and the feverett 
which they had ever felt. 

April 6th. Sanguinaria Canadenfis, which is here called blood-root, becaufe the 
root.is great and red, and, when cut, looks like the root of red beet, and the epigaa 
repens, which fome call the creeping ground-laurel,,were both beginning to flower. 
The former grew in a rich mould, the other in a poorer foil. 

‘The Laurus eftivalis, which fome people call f{pice-wood, likewife began to blof- 
fom about this time; its leaves were not yet broke out; it liked a moift foil in 
the woods. 

April gth. Apocynum Cannabinum was by the Swedes called hemp of the Indi- 
ans *; and grew plentifully in old corn-grounds, in woods, on hills, and in high glades. 
The Swedes have given it the name of Indian hemp, becaufe the Indians formerly, and 
even now, apply it to the fame purpofes as the Europeans do hemp ; for the ftalk may 


* Wilke hampa. 
be 
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be divided into filaments, and is eafily prepared. When the Indians were yet fettled’ 
among the Swedes, in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, they made ropes of this apocynum, 
which the Swedes bought, and employed them as bridles, and for nets. Thefe ropes 
were ftronger, and kept longer in water, than fuch as were made of common hemp. 
The Swedes commonly got fourteen yards of thefe ropes for one piece of ‘bread. 
Many of. the Europeans ftill buy fuch ropes, becaufe they laft fo well. The Indians 
likewife make feveral other ftuffs of their hemp. On my journey through the country 
of the Iroquefe, I faw the women employed in manufa€turing this hemp. They made 
ufe neither of fpinning-wheels nor diftaffs, but rolled the filaments upon their bare 
thighs, and made thread and ftrings of them, which they dyed red, yellow, black, &c. 
and afterwards worked them into ftuffs, with a great deal of ingenuity. The plant is 
perennial, which renders the annual planting of it altogether unneceflary. Out of the 
root and ftalk of this plant, whem it is frefh, comes a white milky juice, which is 
fomewhat poifonous. Sometimes the fifhing tackle of the Indians confifts entirely of 
this hemp. The Europeans make no ufe of it, that I know of. 

Flax and cat-tail, were names given to a plant which grows in bays, rivers, and in 
deep whirlpools, and which is known to botanifts by the name of Typha latifolia. Its 
leaves are here twifted together, and formed into great oblong rings, which are put 
upon the horfe’s neck, between the mane and the collar, in order to prevent the horfe’s 
neck from being hurt by the collar. The bottoms of chairs were frequently made of 
thefe leaves, twilted together. Formerly the Swedes employed the wool or cotton 
which furrounds its feeds, and put it into their beds inftead of feathers; but as it coalef- 
ces into lumps after the beds have been ufed for fome time, they have left off making 
ufe of them. I omit the ufe of this plant in phyfic, it being the peculiar province of 
the phyficians. . 

A fpecies of leek*, very like that which appears only in woods on hills in Sweden, 
grows at prefent on almoft all corn-fields mixed with fand. The Englith here called it 
garlick. On fome fields it grew in great abundance., When the cattle grazed on fuch 
fields,sand ate the garlick, their milk, and the butter which was made of it, tafted fo 

* ftrongly of it, that they were fcarce eatable. Sometimes they fold butter in the Phi- 
ladelphia markets, which tafted to ftrongly of garlick that it was entirely ufelefs. On 
this account, they do not fuffer milking cows to graze on fields where garlick abounds : 
this they referve for other fpecies of cattle. When the cattle eat much of this garlick 
in fummer, their flefh has likewife fuch a ftrong flavour, that it is unfit for eating. 
This kind of garlick appears early in fpring ; and the horfes always paffed by it without 
ever touching it. 


* Allium arvenfe; odore gravi, capitulis bulbofis rubentibus. See Gronov. Flora Virginica, 37. This 
feek feems to be Dr. Linnzeus’s Allium Canadenfe, fcapo nudo tereti, foliis linearibus, capitulo bulbifero, 
Spec. plant. I. p. 431. : ; 
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‘PREFACE OF THE EDITOR TO THE SECOND VOLUME. 


I COULD have left this volume without preface, was it not for fome circumftances. 

which I am going to mention. 

_ The author of this account of North America is a Swede, and therefore feems 
always to fhew a peculiar way of thinking in regard to the Englifh in general, and in 
regard to the firft proprietors ands inhabitants of Philadelphia in particular. The 
French, the natural enemies of the Englifh, have, for upwards of acentury, been the 
allies of the Swedes, who therefore are in general more fond of them than of the 
Englith. The external politenefs of the French in Canada fully captivated our author, 
prejudiced him in their favour, and alienated his mind, though unjuftly, from the 
Englith, I have therefore now and then, in remarks, been obliged to do the Englifh 
juftice, efpecially when I faw the author carried away either by prejudice or mifinfor- 
mation. He paffed almoft all the winter, between 1748 and 1749, at Raccoon, and 
converfed there with his countrymen; when he came to Philadelphia he likewile was 
in the company of the Swedes fettled there; thefe, no doubt, furnifhed him with 
many partial and difingenuous accounts of the Englifh, and gave his mind that un- 
favourable bias which he fo often difplays in prejudice of a nation, now at the head of 
the enlightened world, in regard to every religious, moral, and focial virtue. The — 
author frequently feems to throw van illiberal reflection on the firft proprietors of Pen- 
fylvania, and the Quakers; though they got that province not by force, but by a 
charter from the Englith government, to whom the’Swedes gave it up by virtue of a 
public treaty. Prompted by fuch falfe infinuations of his countrymen, he likewife 
enters very minutely into the circumftances of the Swedes, and often omits more im- 
portant points relative to the legiffator and father of Penfylvania, William Penn, who 
gave that province exiftence, laws, and reputation. 

"The author, however, often does juftice to the excellent conftitution of Penfylvania, 
as may be feen in vol.1. But when he fpeaks of ftones attracting the moifture of the 
air, fee vol. 1. this is fomewhat- unphilofophically expreffed. No ftone attraéts the 
‘moifture of the air unlefs impregnated with faline particles; however, when the ftones 
are colder than the atmofphere, they then condenfe the moifture of the air on their 
furface: the porous ftones abforb it immediately, but thofe of a more folid texture, as 
marbles, &c. keep it on their furface till it evaporates. . 

There take the opportunity of returning my humble thanks to my friends, who have 
generoufly promoted this publication ; as without this public manner of acknowledging 
their favours, I would think myfelf guilty of ingratitude, which, in my opinioa, is one 
of the’moft deteftable vices. 


London, ® 
Peb. the 15th, 1778. 
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PRIL the.12th, 1749. This morning I went to Philadelphia and: the places 
- adjacent, in order to know whether there were more plants lately fprung up than 
at Raceoon, and in New Jerfey in general. The wet weather which had happened 
the preceding days had made the roads very bad in low and clayey places. 
The leaves which dropt laft autuinn had covered the ground in depth three or four 
inches. As this feems to hinder the growth of the grafs, it was cuftomary to burn it in 
March, or at the end of that month, (accordingyto the old ftile) in order to give the 
grafs the liberty of growing up. I found feveral {pots burnt in this manner to-day 5 
but if it be ufeful one way, it does a great deal of damage in another ; all the young 
fhoots of feveral trees were burnt with the dead leaves, which diminifhes the woods 
confiderably ; and in fuch places where the dead leaves had been burnt for feveral years 
together, the old trees were only left, which being cut down, there remains nothing 
but a great field, without any wood. At the fame time, all forts of trees and plants 
are confumed by the fire, or at leaft deprived of their power of budding; a great 
number of plants, and moft of the graffes here, are annual; their feeds fall between 
the leaves, and by. that means are burnt ; this is another caufe of univerfal complaint, 
that grafs is much fearcer at prefent in the woods than it was formerly ; a great number 
of dry and hollow trees are burnt at the fame tinte, though they could ferve as fuel 
in the houfes, and by that means {pare part of the forefts. The upper mould likewife 
burns away in part by that means, not to mention feveral other inconveniencies with 
which this burning of the dead leaves is attended. ‘To this purpofe, the government of 
* Penfylvania have lately publifhed dn edié&, which prohibits this burning ; neverthelefs 
every one did as he pleafed, and this prohibition met with a general cenfure, 

There were vaft numbers of woodlice in the woods about this time; they are a very 
difagreeable infeét ; for as foon as a perfon fits down on an old ftump of a tree, or on 
a.tree which is cut down, or on the grounditfelf, a whole army of woodlice creep upon 

his clothes, and infenfibly come upon the naked body. 

’ [hada piece of petrified wood given me to-day, which was found deep in the ground 

at Raccoon, _ In this wood the fibres and inward ringsappeared very plainly ; it leemed 

_ to bea piece of hiccory, for it was as like it, in every refpeét, as if it had but juft 
been cut from a hiccory tree. 

I likewife got fome fhells to-day, which the Englifh commonly call clams, and 
whereof the Indians make their ornaments and money, which I fhail take an oppor- 


tunity of {peaking of in the fequel. Thefe clams were not frefh, but fuch as are every . 


where found in New Jerfey, on digging deep into the ground ; the live thells of this 
kind are only found in#alt water, and on the fea coafts. But thefe clams were found 
at Raccoon, about eight or nine Englifh miles from the river Delaware, and near a 
hundred from the neareft fea-fhore. 

Af night I went to Mr. Bartram’s feat. e 

April v3th. I employed this day in feveral obfervations relative to botany. 

Two neits of wafps hung in a high maple-tree, over a brook, Their form was 
wholly the fame with that of our wafp nefts, but they exceeded them in fize, Each 
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ne& was ten inches in diameter ; in each neft weré three cakes, above one another, of 
which the lowermoft was the biggeft, and the two"upperma& decreafed in proportion : 
there were fome eggs of wafps in them. ‘The diameter of the Joweft cake was about 
fixinches and one quarter, and that of the uppermoft, three inches and three quarters. 
The cells in which thé eggs, or the young ones were depofited, were hexagonal, and, 
the colour of the neft grey. I was told that the wafps make this kind of nefts out o 
the grey fplints, which ‘tick to old pales and walls. A dark brown bee, with black 
antenne, and two black rings on the belly, and purple wings, flew about the trees, 
and might perhaps be an inhabitant of thefe nefts. 

Another kind of wafps, which are larger than thefe, make their nefts quite open. 
It confifts merely of one cake, which has no covering, and is made of the boughs of 
trees, The cells are horizontal, and when the eggs or young larvz lie in them they 
have lids or coverings, that the rain may not come into them. But whither the old 
wafps retreat during ftorms, isa myftery tome, except they creep into the crevices of 
rocks. ‘That fide of the cake which is uppermoft is covered with fome oily particles, 
fo that the rain cannot penetrate: The cells are hexagonal, from five to feven lines 
déep, and two lines in diameter. Mr. Bartram obferved, that thefe nefts are built of 
two forts of materials, viz. the fplints which are found upon old pales, or fences, and 
which the wind feparates from them ; for the wafps have often been obferved to fit on 
fuch old wood, and to gnaw away thefe {plints; the fides, and the lid or cover ofthe 
cells are made of an animal fubftance, or | ato matter, thrown up by the wafps, 
or prepared in their mouths ; for when this ubftance is thrown into the fire, it does not 
burri, but is only finged, like hair or horn. But the bottom of the neft being put 
into the fire, burns like linen or half-rotten wood, and leaves a fmell of burnt wood. 
The wafps, whofe nefts I have now defcribed, have three elevated black fhining points 
on the forehead*, and a pentagonal black {pot on the thorax. Towards the end of 
autumn thefe wafps creep into the cavities of mountains, where they lie torpid during 
winter. In {pring, when the fun begins to operate, they come out during day-time, 
but return towards night, when it grows cold. I faw them early in {pring during fun- 
thine, in and about fome cavities in the mountains. I was told of another fpecies of 
wafps, which make their nefts under ground. ; a 

Gyrinus natator (Americanus), or the'whirl-beetles. Thefe were found dancing in 
great numbers on the furface of the waters. 

April 14th. This morning I went down to Chefter: in feveral places on the road 
are faw-mills ;. but thofe which I faw to-day had no more than one faw. I likewife 
perceived that the woods and forefts of thefe parts had been very roughly treated. It 
. is cuftomary here, when they ereét faw-mills, wind-mills, or iron-works, to lead the ~ 
water a good way lower, in cafe the ground neara fall in the river,is not convertient for 
building upon. | : 

April 16th, This morning I returned to Raccoon. This country has feveral kinds 
of {wallows, viz. fuch as live in barns, in chimneys, and under ground; there are 
likewife martens. : ; 

The barn {walléws, or houfe fwallows, are thofe with a {prcated tail. They are 
Linnagus’s hirundo ruftica, I found them in all the parts of North America which I 
travelled over. They correfpond very nearly to the Europeanhoufe-fwallow. Inregard to 
“ * Thefe three points are common to moit infeGs, and ought therefore not to be made characteriflice 
of. any particular fpecies. They are called flemmata, gpd are a kind of eyes which ferve the infects for 
looking at diftant objects, asthe compound eyes do for objeas near at band. F, ‘ 
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their colour, however, there feems to be a fmall-difference-in the note. I took. no ne-. 
tice this year when they arrived: but the following -year, 1750, I obferved them for 
the firft time, on the roth of April (new ftyle); the next day in the morning, I faw 
great numbers of them fitting on pofts and planks, and they were as wet as if they had 
seen jut come out of the fea*. ‘They build their nefts in houfes, and under the roofs 


on 


© Tt has been a fubjet of conteft among naturalifts, to determine the winter retreat of fwallows. Some 
think, they go to warmer climates when they difappear in the northern countries : others fay, they creep 
into hollow trees, and holes in clefts of rocks, and tie there all the winter in a torpid fate: and others 
affirm, that they take their retreat into water, and revive again in fpring. The two firft opinions have 
been proved, and it feems have found credit ; the laft have been treated as ridiculous, and almoft as an 
old woman’s tale, Natural hiftory, as all the other hiftories, depends not always upon the intrinfic 
degree of probability, but upon faéts founded on the teitimony of people of noted veracity. — Swallows 
are feldom feen finking down into the water; fwallows have not fuch organs as frogs or lizards, which are 
torpid during winter, ergo, fwallows live not, and cannot live under water. ~ This way of arguing, 
T believe, would carry us, in a great many cafes, too far ; for though it is not clear to every one, it may 
however be true; and lizards and frogs are animals of a clafs widely different from that of birds, and mult 
therefore of courfe have a different ftrudture ; hence it is they are clafled feparately. The bear and the 
marmot are in winter in a torpid ftate, and have however not fuch organs as lizards and frogs; and nobody 
doubts of their being, during fome time, in. the moft rigid climates, iu a torpid ftate; for the Alpine na- 
tions hunt the marmots frequently, by digging their holes up, and find them fo torpid, that they cut their 
throats, without their reviving or giving the leatt fign of life during the operation; but when the torpid 
marmot is brought into a warm room and placed before the fire, it revives from its lethargy. ‘Ihe quef. 
tion mult there bre be decided by facts; nor are they wanting here; Dr. Wallerius, the celebrated Swe. 
difh chemift, wrote in 1748, September the 6th, O. S. to the late Mr. Klein, fecretary to the city of 
Dantzick: “ That he has feen, more than once, {wallows affembling on a reed, till Pie) were all immerfed 
and went to the bottom ; this being preceded by a dirge of a quarter ef an honr’slength. He attefts 
likewife, that he had feen a {wallow caught during winter out cha lake with a net, drawn, as is common 
in northern countries, under the ice : this bird was brought into a warm room, revived, Auttered about, 
and foon after died.’? 

Mr. Klein applied to many fermiers generaux of the King of Pruffia’s domains, who had great lakes in 
their diftridts, the fifhery in them being a part of the revenue ; in winter the fifhery thereon is the moft 
confiderable under the ice, with nets {preading more than two hundred or three hundred fathoms, and they 
are often wound by Screws and engines, on account of their weight. All the people queftioned made 
affidavits upon oath before the magiftrates. Firft, The mother of the Countefs Lehndorf faid, that the had 
feen a bundle of f{wallows brought from the Frifh-haff (a lake communicating with the Baltic at Pillau) 
which when brought into a moderately warm room, revived and fluttered about. Secondly, Count Schlie- 
ben gave an inflrument on ftamped paper, importing, that by fithing on the lake belonging to his eftate 
of Gerdauen, in winter, he faw feveral {wallows caught in the net, one of which he took up with his hand, 
brought it into a warm room, where it lay about an hour, when it began to ftir, and half an hour after it 
flew about in the room, Thirdly, fermier general (Amtman) Witkow/ki made affidavit, that in the year 
1749, three {wallows were brought up with the net in the great pond at Didlacken; in the year 1741 he 
got two fwallows from another part of the pond, and took them home, (they all being caught in his 
prefence) ; after an hour’s {pace they revived all iaa warm room, fluttered about, and died three hours 
after. Fourthly, Amtmam Bonke fays, that having had the eftate Klefkow in farm, he had feen nine 
{wallows brought wp in the net from under the ice, all which he took into a warm room, where he diftin€ly 
obferved how they gradually revived ; but a few hours after they all died. Another time his people gat ‘ 
likewife fome {wallows in a net, but he ordered them again to be thrown into the water. Fifthly, Andrew 
Rutta, a mafter fitherman, at Olettko, made affidavit, 1747, that twenty-two years ago, two {wallows were 
taken up by him, in a net, under theice, and being brought into a warm roont, they flew about. Sixthly, 
Jacob Kofivlo, a mafter fitherman, at Stradauen, made affidavit, that in 1736, he brought up ia winter, 
ina net, from under the ice of the lake at Rafki, a feemingly dead {wallow, which revived in half an hour’s 
time, in a warm room, and he faw, a quarter of an hour after, the bird grow weaker, and foon after 
dying. Seventhly, Ican reckon myfelf among the eye-witneffes of this paradoxon of natural hiftory. In 
the year 1735, being a little boy, I faw {everal fwallows brought in winter by fifhermen, from the river 
Viftula, to my father’sshoufe, where two of them were brought into a warm room, revived, and flew 
about. I faw them feveral times fettling on the warm flove, (which the northern nations have in their 
rooms) and I recoile&t well that the fame forenoon they died, aud I had them, when dead, in my hand... 
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owthedutfide ; I Nkewife found their nefts buile'oxt wbantains and rocks whofe top 
projeftéd beyond the bottom ; they build too under the corners of perpendicular rocks 3 
anid this thews where the fwallows made their nelts, before the Europeans fettled. and 
built houfes here ; for it ig well known that the huts of the Indians could not ferve the 
purpofe of the fwallows. A very creditable lady and her children told me the fel- , 
lowing ftory, afluring me that they were eye-witnefles to it: a couple of fwallows built 
their neft in the ftable belonging to the lady; the female {wallow fat upon the neft, 
laid eggs init, and was about to brood them ; fome days after, the people faw the fe- 
male ftill fitting on the eggs; but the male flying about the nelt, and fometimes fettling 
on a nail, was heard to utter a very plaintive note, which betrayed his uneafinefs : on a 
nearer.¢xamination the caufe appeared, for the female was found dead in the neft. The 
male then went to fit upon the eggs, but after being about two hours on them, and 
thinking the bufinefs too troublefome for him, he went out, and returned in the after- 
noon with another female, which fat upon the eggs, and afterwards fed the young ones 





In the year 1754, after the death of my uncle Godefroy Wolf, captain in the Polith regiment of foot- 
uards ; being myfelf one of his heirs, I adminiftered for my co-heirs feveral eftates called the Starofty of 
Bichau, in Polith Pruffia, which my late uncle farmed under the King. In January the laké of 
Lybhau, belonging to thefe eftates being covered with ice, I ordered the fifhermen to fith therein, and 
in my prefence feveral {wallows were taken, which the fithermen threw in again; but one I took up 
myfelf, brought it home, which was five miles from thence, and it revived, but died about an hour after 
its reviving. ‘Thefe are fats attelted by people of the highelt quality, by fome in public offices, and b 
others, a 25 though of a low rank, however made thefe affidavits upon oath. It is impoffible to fuppofe 
indifcriminately that they were prompted by views of intereft, to affert as a fact, a thing which had no 
truth in it. It is therefore highly probable, or rather inconteftably true, that fwallows retire in the 
Northern countries during winter into the water, and flay there in a torpid itate, till the return of 
warmth revives them again in {pring. The queftion therefore I believe ought for the future to be thus 
ftated: The {wallows in Spain, Italy, France, and perhaps fome from England, remove to warmer clia 
mates ; fomeEnglith ones, and fome in Germany and other mild countries, retire into clefts and holes 
in rocks, and remain there in-a torpid fate. In the colder northern countries the {wallows immerfe in the 
fea, in lakes and rivers, and remain in a torpid flate under ice during winter. There are ftill foine objec+ 
tions t6 this latter affertion, which we mult remove, It is faid, why do not rapacious fifh, and aquatic 
quadrupeds and birds, devour thefe fwallows ? The anfwer is obvious. . Swallows chufe only fuch places 
in the water for their winter retreat, as are near reeds and rufhes, fo that finking down there between them 
and their roots, they ar¢ by them fecured againft the rapacioufnefs of their enemies. But others object; 
why are not thefe birds caught in fuch waters as are continually harrafled by nets? I believe the fame 
anfwer which has been made to the firit objeGion, will ferve for this likewife. Fithermen take care to 
keep off with their nets from places filled’with reeds and rufhes, for fear of entangling and tearing their 
nets; and thus the fituation of {fwallows under water, is the reafon that they are feldom difturbed in their 
filent winter retreats. What confirms this opinion itill more is, that {wallows.were never-caught in -Pruffia, 
according to the above-mentioned affidavits, but with thofe parts of the net which paffed:near to the reeds 
and rufhes; and fometimes the {wallows were yet fattened with their feet to a reed when they were drawn 
up by the net. As to the argument taken from their being fo long under water without corruption, I 
believe there is a*real difference between animals fuffocated in water, and animals being torpid therein. 
‘We have examples of things being along time under water, to which we may add the intenfe cold of thefe 
northern regions which preferves them. Who would have thought it, that fnails and polypes may be 
diffeGted, and could reproduce the parts fevered from their body, if it was not a fat? Natural-hiftory. 
ought to be 4tudied as a colleion of facts, not as the hiftory of our gueffes or opinions. Nature varies 
ja an infinite manner; and@Providence has diverfified the inftin® of animals, and their ceconemy,-and 
adapted it to the various feafons and climates. ‘This long digreffton I thought neceffary and excufable ; 
and the more fo, as the ingenious great friends to the caufe of Natural Hiftory, the late Mr. Colliefon and 
Mr. Pennant, have both afferted the impefibility and improbability of this immerfion. I revere the 
memory and the afhes of the one, and think the friendthip of the other an honour to me; but am affured,. 
that both prefer truth to their private opinion, and can bear a modeft oppofition, when it is propofed. 
with candour, with a view to promote truth, and with? fentiments of sefpect and gratitude,. as it is done 
by me in the prefent cafe. F. : 
ss till. 
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till they were able to provide for themfelves..; The, people differed here in their-epinions 
about the abdde'of {wallows in winter: molt of the Swedes thought that they Jay at 
the bottom of the fea ; fome, with the Englith and the French in Canada, thought that 
they migrate to the fouthward in Autumn, and return in fpring. I have likewife been 
cagelibly informed in Albany, that they have been found fleeping in deep. holes and 
clefts of rocks, during winter. - 7 

The chimney fwallows are the fecond fpecies, and they derive their name from 
building their nefts in chimneys, which are not made ule of in fummer: fometimes 
when the fire is not very great, they do not mind the tmoke, and remain in the chim- 
ney. Idid not fee them this year till late in May, but in the enfuing year, 1 750, they 
arrived on the 3d of May, for they. appear much later than the other {wallows. It is 
remarkable that each feather in their tail ends in a {tiff tharp point, like the end of an 
awl; they apply the tail to the fide of the wall in the chimneys, hold themfelves with 
their feet, and the {tiff tail fervesto keep them up: they make a great thundering noife 
all the day long, by flying up and down in the chimneys ; and as they build their nefts 
in chimneys only, and it is well known that the Indians have not fo much as a hearth 
made of mafonry, much lefs achimney, but make their fires on the ground in ther 
huts, it is an obvious queftion, Where did thefe fwallows build their nefts before the 
Europeans came, and made houfes with chimneys? It is probable that they formerly 
made them in great hollow trees. This opinion was adopted by Mr. Bartram, and~ 
many others here. Catefby has_defcribed the chimney {wallow and figured it*, and 
Dr. Linnzus calls it hirundo pelafgia. 

The ground fwallows or fand martins, (Linnzeus’s hirundo riparia) are to be met with 
every where in America; they make their nefts in the round on the fteep thores. of 
rivers and lakes. ; A . paid 

The purple martins have likewife been defcribed and drawn in their natural colours”: 
by Catefbyt. Dr. Linnzeus likewife- calls them hirundo purpurea. They are lefs 
cotnriion here than the former {pecies; I have feen in feveral places little houfes made 
of boards, and fixed on the outfide of the walls, on purpofe that thefe martins may 
make their nefts in them ; for the people are very defirous of having them near their 
houfes, becaufe they both drive away hawks and crows as foon as they fee them, and 
alarm the poultry, by their anxious note, of thesapproach of their enemies. The 
chickens are likewife ufed to run under fhelter, as foon as they are warned by the 
martins. : ’ 

April r7th. The dirca paluftris, or moufe-wood, isa little fhrub which grows on the 
rifing ground adjoining to the fwamps and marfhes, and was now in full bloffom. The 
Englith in Albany, call it leather-wood, becaufe its. bark is as tough as leather. The 
French in Canada, call it bois de plomb, or leaden-wood, becaufe the wood itfelf is as 
foft and as tough as lead. The bark of this fhrub was made ufe of for ropes, batkets, 
&c. by the Indians, whilft thev lived among the Swedes; and it is really very fit for 
that purpofe, on account of its remarkable ftrength and toughnefs, which is equal to 
that of the lime-tree bark, The Englifh and the Dutch in, many parts of North Ame. 
rica, and the French in Canada, employ this bark in all cafes whgre we make ufe of lime. 
tree bark in Europe. The tree itfelf is very tough, and you cannot eafily. feparate its 
branches without the help of a knife: fome people employ the twigs for rods, 


* Hirundo, cauda aculeaté, Americana. Catcfh. Carol. vol. li, t, 8 
{ Hirando purpurea, Nat. Hilt. of Carol. vol. i. t. bt. 
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April 20th, This day I found the ftrawbersiesin. flower, for the firfk time this 

hrs tthe fruit is conmonly larger than that in Swedes but it feems to be les: fwéee 

sagreeable. 

oo aie aia harveft, I am told, is always of fuch a naturé, that it affords plenty, of 
" pread for the inhabitants, though it turns out to greater advantage in'fome years than 
ic does in others. A venerable feptuagenary Swede, called Aoke Helm, affured me, 
that in his time no abfolutely barren crop had been met with, but that the- people had 
always had pretty plentiful érops. It is likewife to be obferved, that the people eat 
their bread of maize, rye, 6r wheat, quite pure and free from the inferior kinds of corn, 
and clear of hufks, ftalks, or other impurities. Mary aged Swedes and Englifhmen 
confirmed this account, and faid, that they could not remember any crop fo bad as to 
make the people fuffer in the leaft, much lefs that any body was ftarved to death, whilft 
they were in America. Sometimes the price of corn rofe higher in one year than in 
another, on account of a great drought or bad weather, but {till there was always corn 
fufficient for the confumption of the inhabitants. Nor is it likely that any great famine 
can happen in this country, unlefs it pleafe God to affli& it with extraordinary punifh- 
ments. The weather is well known, from more than fixty years experience. Here are 
no cold nights which hurt the germ ; the wet is of fhort continuance, and the drought 
is feldom or never of long duration; but the chief thing is the great variety of corn. 
The people fow the different kinds at different times and feafons, and though one crop 
turn out bad, yet another fucceeds. The fummer is fo long, that of fome fpecies of 
corn they may get three crops. “There is hardly a sonal Boa May to October or 
November inclufive, in which the people do not reap fome kind of corn, or gather 
fome fort of fruit. It would indeed be a very great misfortune if a bad crop fhould 
happen; for here, as in many other places, they lay up no ftores, and are contented 
that there is plenty of food for the prefent exigencies. + on 

‘The peach-trees were now every where in bloffom; their leaves were not yet come 
out of the buds, and therefore the Howers fhewed to greater advantage; their beauti- 
ful pale red colour had a very fine effect ; and they fat fo clofe that the branches were 
entirely clad with them. The other fruit trees were not yet in flower; however, the 
apple bloffoms began to appear. 

‘The Englith and the Swedes of America, give the name of currants * to a fhrub- 
which grows in wet ground, and near fwamps, and which was now in bloffom ; its 
‘flowers are white, have a very agreeable fragancy, and grow in oblong bunches; the 
fruit is very good eating, when it is ripe; the flyle (ftylus) is thread-fhaped (fili- 
formis), and fhorter than the ftamina ; it is divided in the middle, into five parts; or 
ftigmata. Dr. Linneus calls it crategus t, and Dr. Gronovius calls it a mefpilus {. 

‘April 22d. The Swedes give the name of whipperiwill, and the Englifh that of whip- , 
poor-will, to a kind of noéturnal bird, whofe voice is heard in North America, almoft 
throughout the whole night. Catefby and Rdwards both have deferibed and figured 
it §. Dr. Linnzus calls it a variety of the caprimulgus Europzeus, or goat-fucker : its 
fhape, colour, fize, and other qualities make it difficult to diftinguifh them from each 
other ; but the peculiar note of the American ene diftinguifhes it from the European 

a e 6. 

hs Jt matt be carefully diftinguifhed from what is called eurrants-in-England, which is the ribes 
rubrum. ee 

+ Cratiegus tomentofa, Linn. Spec. pl. p. 682. : : 

+ Mefpilus inermis, foliis ovato-oblongis, ferratis, fubtus tomentolie; Gronov. I'l. Virgin. 55. 

§ Caprimulgus minor Americanus. Catefb, Nat. Hift.. of Carolina, vol. iii. t. 16. Edwards’s Nat. 
Hitt, of Birds, t+ 63. : ; . 


one, 
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one, and from all other birds; it is not found here during winter, but returns withthe 
beginning of fummer. I heard it to-day, for the firft’time; and many other ‘people faid, 
that they had not heard it before this fummer ; its Englifh-and Swedifh name is taken, 
from its note ; but, accurately fpeaking, it does not call whipperiwill, nor whip-poor- 
will, but rather whipperiwip, fo that the firft and laft fyllables are accented, and the 
intermediate ones but flightly pronounced. The Englifh change the. call of this bird 
into whip-poor-will, that it may have fome kind of fignification : it is neither heard nor 
feen in day-time ; but foon after fun-fet it begins to call, and continues for a good 
while, as the cuckoo does in Europe. After it has continued calling in a place for 
fome time, it removes to another, and begins again: it ufually.comes feveral times in 
a night, and fettles clofe to the houfes ; I-have feen it coming late in the evening, and 
fettling on the fteps of the houfe in order to fing its fong ; it is very thy, and when a 
perfon ftood ftill, it would fettle clofe by him, and begin to call. It came to the houfes 
in order to get its food, which confifts of infeéts; and thofe always abound near the 
houfes at night ; when it fat and called its whipperiwhip, and faw an infe& pafling, it 
flew up.and caught it, and fettled again. Sometimes you hear four or five, or more, 
near each other, calling as it were for a wager, and raifing a great noife in the woods. 
They were feldom heard in towns, being either extirpated there, or frightened away, 
by frequent fhooting. They do not like to fit on trees, but are commonly on the 
ground, or very low in buthes, or on the lower poles of the enclofures; they always fly 
near the ground ; they continue their calling at night till it grows quite’dark ; they~ 
are filent till the dawn of day comes on, and then they call till the fun rifes. The fun 
feems to ftop their mouths, or dazzle their’eyes, fo as to make them fit ftill. I have 
never heard thent call in the midft’ of night, though I have hearkened very attentively 
on purpofe to hear it, and many others have done the fame. Iam told they make no 
net, but lay two eggs in the open fields. My fervant fhot at one which fat on a bufh 
near the houfe, and though he did not hit it, yet it fell down through fear, and lay for 
fome time as if dead, but recovered afterwards. It never attempted to bite when it was 
held in the hands, only endeavouring to get-loofe by ftirring itfelf about. Above, and 
clofe under the eyes, were feveral black, long, and ftiff briftles, as in other noéurnal 
birds. The Europeans eat it, Mr. Catefby fays, the Indians ‘affirm, that they never 
faw thefe birds, or heard of them, before a certain great battle, in which the Europeans 
killed a great number of Indians. Therefore, they fuppofe that thefe birds, which are 
reftlefs, and utter their plaintive note at night, are the fouls of their anceftors who died 
in battle. : 

April 24th. To-day the cherry-trees began to fhow their bloffoms ; they had already 
pretty large leaves. 

The apple-trees likewife began to bloflom ; however, the cherry-trees were more 
forward: they likewife got a greenifh hue from their leaves. ‘ 

The mulberry-trees * were yet quite naked; and I was forry to find that this tree is 
one of the lateft in getting leaves, and one of the firft which gets fruit. 

April 26th. This morning I travelled to Penn’s Neck. The tulip-trees, efpecially 
the tall ones, looked quite green, being. covered .with their leaves; this tree is there- 
fore one of the earliefl which get leaves. ee 

To-day I faw the flowers of the faffafras-tree, (laurus faffafras.) The leaves were 
not yet come out. ‘The flowers have a fine {mell, 

The lupinus perennis is abundant in the woods, and grows equally in good foil and 


* Morus rubra. 
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in-poot, “I often found it thriving on very pode Hindgfelds, and on heaths; where: dn. 
other plants will grow. . Its flowers,’ which commonly appear in. the middle -of May, 
qikea file fhew by-their-purple hue. I was told, that'thé cattle eat thele flowers 
very greedily ; but I was forry to find very often that they were not fo fond of it as it 
is reprefented, efpecially whep they had any thing elfe to eat ; and they feldom touched 
it, notwithftanding its.fine greemcolour, and its foftnefs: the horfes eat the flowers, 
but leave the ftalks and. leaves. Ifthe cattle eat this plant in fpring, neceffity and 
hunger give ita relith: This’ country does not afford any green paftures like the Swedith . 
ones ; the woods are the places where the cattle muft colle& their food. The ground . 
$n the woods is chiefly flat, or with very little rifings. . The trees ftand far afunder ; 
but the ground between them is not covered with green fods; for there are but few 
‘kinds graffes in the woods, and they ftand fingle and fcattered. The foil is very 
loofe, partly owing to the dead leaves which cover the ground during a great part of 
the year. Thus the cattle find very little grafs in the woods, and are forced to be fatif- 
fied with all kinds of plants which come in their way, whether they be good or bad 
food. I faw for fome time this fpring, that the cattle bit off the tops and fhoots of young 
trees, and fed upon them; for no plants were yet come up, and they fland in general 
but very thin, and fcattered here and there, as I have juft mentioned. Hence you may 
eafily imagine that hunger compels the cattle to eat plants, which they would ‘not touch 
were they better provided for. However, I am of opinion, that it would be’ worth 
while to make ufe of this lupine to mend: dry fandy heaths, and, I believe, it would not 
be abfolutely impoffible to find out the means of making it agreeable to the cattle. 

The oaks here have fimilar qualities with the Europear ones.. They keep their 
dead leaves almoft during the whole winter, and are very backward in getting freth 
ones; they had no leaves as yet, and were but juft beginning to fhew a few. 

The humming-bird, which the Swedes call king’s-bird*, and which I have mentioned 
in a former volume, appeared hereabouts to-day, for the firft time this fpring. 

Numbers of oil beetles, (Meloé Profcarabeeus) fat on the leaves of white hellebore 
(Veratrum album) and feafted on them. I confidered them a great while, and they 
devoured a leaf in a few minutes. . Some of them had already eaten fo much that they 
could hardly creep. Thus this plant, which is almoft certain death to other animals, is 
their dainty food. : ; : 

The fire-flies appeared at night, for the firft time this year, and flew about between 
the trees, in the woods. It feemed, in the dark, as if {parks of fire flew up and down, 
1 will give a more particular account of them in another place. 

‘Towards night I went to Raccoon. 

May rift. The laft night was fo cold, that the ground at fun-rifing was as white as 
{now, from the hoary-froft. ‘The Swedifh thermometer was a degree and a half below 
the freezing point. We obferved no ice in the rivers or waters-of any depth ; but upon 
fuch only as were about three inches deep, the ice lay to the thicknefs of one third 
part ofa linet. The evening before, the wind was fouth, but the night was calm. 
The apple-trees and cherry-trees were in full bloffom. The peach-trees were almoft 
out of flower. Mott of the foreft-trees had already got new and tender leaves, and 
moft of them were in flowér, as almoft all kinds of oaks, the dog-wood, (Cornus Flori- 
da), hiccory, wild prunes, faflafras, horn-beam, beeches, &c. : 

‘Phe plants which were found damaged by the froft, were the following. _1. The 
hiccory. Moft of the young trees of this kind had their leaves killed by the froft, fo 


Kangsfogel. % The tenth part of an inch. ; 
VOL, XIII. 4B that 
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that they looked quite-black in the afternoon ;. the leaves: were’ gonfumed by froft every 
where in the fields, near the marfhes, and in-the woods. 2. The black oak. - Several 
of thefe trees had their leaves damaged. by the froft, 3. The white oak. Some very 
young trees of this kind had loft their leaves by the froft. 4. The bloffoms of the 
cherry trees were hurt in feveral places. 5. ‘Ihe flowers of the Englith walnut-tree 
were entirely {poited by the -froft. 6. The rhus glabra. Some.of thefe trees had al- 
ready got leaves, and they were killed by the cold. 7. The rhus radicans; the tender 
young trees of this kind fuffered from the froft, and had their leaves partly killed. 
8. The thali€tra, or meadow rues, had both their Howers and leaves hurt by the froft, 
g. The podophyllum peltatum. Of this plant there was not above one in five hundred 
hurt by the froft. 10. The ferns. A number of them, which were lately come up, 
were deftroyed. I muft add feveral plants which were likewife hurt, but which I could 
not diftinguifh, on account of their fmalinefs. 

I went to feveral places this day. 

The bartfia coccinea grew in great abundance on feveral low meadows. Its flower- 
buds were already tinged with their precious fcarlet, and adorned the meadows. It is 
not yet applied to any ufe, but that of delighting the fight. 

One of the Swedes here had planted an Englifh walnut-tree (Juglans regia) in his 
garden, and it was now about three yards high ; it was in fult bloflom, and had already 
great leaves, whereas the black walnut-trees, which grow fpontaneoufly in every part of 
this country, had not yet any leaves, or flowers. The laft night’s froft had killed all 
the leaves of the European kind. Dr. Franklin told me afterwards, that there had been 
fome Englifh walnut-trees in Philadelphia, which came on very well ; but that they were 
killed by the froft. . 

Ilooked about me for the trees which had not yet got frefh leaves, and I found the 
following ones : 

Juglans nigra, or the black walnut-tree. 

Fraxinus excelfior, or the afh. 

Acer Negundo, called the white ath here. 

Nyffa aquatica, the tupelo-tree. 

Diofpyros Virginiana, or the perfimon. 

Vitis labrufca, or the fox-grapes ; and 

Rhus glabra, or the fumach. 

The trees whofe leaves were coming out, were the following: 

Morus rubra, the mulberry-tree. 

Fagus Caftanea, the chefnut-tree. 

Platanus occidentalis, or the water-beech. 

Laurus faffafras, the faffafras-tree. 

Juglans alba, the hiccory. Some trees of this kind had already large leaves, but 
others had none at all ; the fame difference, 1 believe, exifts likewife among the other 
{pecies of hiccory. 

The Virginian cherry-tree grows here and there, in the woods and glades: its leaves 
were already pretty large ; but the flowers were not yet entirely open. 

‘The faflatras-tree was now every where in flower ; but its leaves were not yet quite 
difclofed., é 

The Liquidambar ftyraciflua or {weet gum-tree, grows in the woods, efpecially in 
wet foil, in and near purling rivulets: its leaves were now already fprouting out at its 
fummit. ‘This tree grows to a great thicknefs, and its height rivals that of the talleft 
firs and oaks ; as it grows higher, the lower branches die and drop, and leave the 
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at hit “quite f{mooth -and ftrait, with a great crovas atthe very fummit; the feeds. are:- 
contained in round, dentated cones, which drop'in ausamn; and as the tree is vexy: 

tall; fo the high winds carry the feeds away to a great diftance. - I have already given. 

an‘account of the ufe of this tree in the firft volume, to which I muft add the following 

account. 

The wood can be made very fmooth, becaufe its veins are extremely fine: but it is 
not hard; you can carve letters on it with a knife, which will feem to be engraved. 
Mr. Lewis Evans told me, from his own experience, that no wood in this country was 
more fit for making moulds for cafting brafs in, than this. I enquired of Mr. Bartram, 
“ ‘Whether he had found the rofin on this tree, which is fo much praifed in phyfic?” 
He told me, “That a very odoriferous rofin always flows out of any cut or wound, 
which is made in the tree ; but that the quantity here was too inconfiderable to recom- 
penfe the labour of colleéting it.” This odoriferous rofin or gum firft gave rife to the 
Englifh name. The further you go to the fouth, the greater quantity of gum does the 
tree yield, fo that it is eafy to collect it. Mr. Bartram was of opinion, that this tree was 
properly calculated for the climate of Carolina, and that it was brought by feveral ways 
fo far north as New York. In the fouthern countries the heat of the fun fills the tree 
with gum, but in the northern ones it does not. 

May 2nd. This morning 1 travelled down to Salem, in order to fee the 
country.” 

The faffafras-tree ftood fingle in the woods, and along the fences, round the fields: 
it was now diftinguifhable at a diftance for its fine flowers, which being now quite open, 
made it look quite yellow. ‘The leaves were not yet come out, 

In fome meadows the grafs was already grown up pretty high: but it is to be ob- 
ferved, that thefe meadows were marfhy, and that no cattle had been on them this year. 
Thefe meadows are mown twice a year, viz. in May, and the end of Auguft, or be- 
ginning of September, old ftyle. I faw fome meadows of this kind to-day, in which I 
faw grafs which was now almoft fit to be mown; and many meadows in Sweden haye 
not-fuch grafs at the proper time of mowing, as thefe had now; thefe meadows lay in 
marfhes and vallies, where the fun had very great power: the grafs confifted merely 
of cyprus-grafs or carex. The wild prune-trees were now every where in flower ; 
they grow here and there in the woods, but commonly near marfhes and in wet ground : 
they are diftinguifhable by their white flowers : the fruit when ripe is eatable. 

The cornus florida, or dogwood, grows in the forefts, on hills, on plains, in vallies, 
in marfhes, and near rivulets. 1 cannot therefore fay which is its native foil; however,. 
St feems that in a low but not a wet foil it fucceeds beft; it was now adorned with its 
great fnowy involucra, which render it confpicuous even at adiftance. At this time it 
is a pleafure to travel through the woods, fo much are they beautified by the bloffoms 
of this tree. ‘The flowers which are within the involucra began to open to-day. The 
tree does not grow to any confiderable height or thicknefs, but is about the fize of our 
mountain afh (Sorbus aucuparia). There are three fpecies of this tree in the woods; 
one with great white involucra, another with fmall white ones, and a third with reddifh 
‘ones. 

The woods were now full of birds : I faw the leffer fpecies every where hopping on 
the ground, or creeping in buthes, without any great degree of fhinefs; it is therefore 
very eafy for all kind of fnakes to approach and bite them. I believe that the rattle- 
{nake has nothing to do but to lie {till, and without waiting long, fome little bird or other 
will pafs by or run diretly upon her, giving her an opportunity of catching it, without 
- , 
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- Salem is a little: trading town, fituated at fome diftance from the river Delaware: 
The heufes donot fland far afunder, and are partly ftone, and partly wood. A rivulet 
paffes by the:town, and falls into-the Delawave.-: ‘The-inhabitants live by their feverak 
trades as well as they can. In. the neighbourhood of Salem are fome very low and 
fwampy meadows; and therefore it is reckoned a very unwholefome place. Expe- 
rience has thewn, that thofe. who came hither from other places to fettle, got a very 
pale and fickly look, though they arrived in perfect health, and witha very lively co- 
four. The town is very eafily diftinguifhed about this time, by the difagreeable ftench 
which arifes from the fwamps. The vapours of the putrid water are carried to thofe 
inhabitants which live next to the marfhes ; and enter the body along with the air, and 
through the pores, and thus are hurtful to health. At the end of every fummer, the 
intermitting fevers are very frequent. I knew a young couple, who came along with 
me from England to America: foon after their arrival at Philadelphia, they went to 
Salem, in perfect health; but a few weeks after they fell fick, and before the winter 
was half over they were both dead. . ‘ 

Many of the inhabitants plant faffron; but it is not fo good and fo ftrong-as the 
Englith and French faffron. Perhaps it grows. better by being laid up for fome years, 
as tobacco does. 

‘The goflypium herbaceum, or cotton plant, is an annual plant; and-feveral of the 
inhabitants of Salem had began to fow it. Some had the feeds from Carolina, where- 
they have great plantations of cotton ; but others got it out of fome cotton which they 
had bought. hey faid, it was difficult at firft to get ripe feeds from the plants 
which were fown here; for the fummer in Carolina, from whence their frit feed. 
came, is both longer and hotter than it is here. But after the plants have been more 
ufed to the climate, and haftened more than they were formerly, the feeds are ripe.in 
due time. 

At night I returned to Raccoon. 

May 4th. Crab trees are a fpecies of wild apple trees, which grow in the woods 
and glades, but efpecially on little hillocks near rivers *. In New Jerfey the tree is 
rather fcarce; but in Penfylvania is plentiful. Some people had planted a fingle tree 
of this kind near their farms, on account of the fine {mells which its flowers afford. 
It had begun to open fome of its flowers about a day or two ago; however, mott of 
them were not yet open. They are exaétly like the blofloms of the common apple 
trees, except that the colour is a little more reddith in the crab trees ; though fome 
kinds of the cultivated trees have flowers which are very near as red: but the fmell 
diftinguifhes them plainly ; for the wild trees have a very pleafant fmell, fomewhat like 
the rafp-berry. The apples, or crabs, are fmall, four, and unfit for any thing but to 
make vinegar of. ‘hey lie under the trees all the winter, and acquire a yellow colour. 
They feldom begin to rot before fpring comes on. 

T cannot omit an obfervation here. ‘The crab-trees opened their flowers only yefter- 
day and to-day ; whereas the cultivated apple-trees, which were brought from Europe, 
had already loft their flowers. ‘I'he wild cherry-trees did not flower before the 12th of 
May : on the other hand, the cultivated or European ones, ,had already opened theix 
bloffoms on the 24th of April. ‘The black walnut-trees of this country had neither 
leaves nor flowers, when the European kind has large leaves and bloffoms. From 
hence it appears that trees brought over from Europe, of the fame kind with the wild 
trees of America, flower much fooner than the latter. I cannot fay what is the reafon 


* Pyrus coronaria. Linn, So. Plant. Malus fvlvefris. foribus odoratis. Cronov. Fl. Vireintean on -xipe’ 
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of this farwardnefs of the European trees in this‘counsry, unlefs they bring forth their 
bloffoms.as foon as they get. a’ certain deprée of warmtde; which they have in their 
nate country. It feems the European trees do not expett; éftera confiderable degree 
of warmth, any fuch cold nights as will kill their flowers; for, in the cold countries; 
there feldom happen any hot days fucceeded by fuch cold nights as will hurt the 
owers confiderably. On the contrary, the wild trees in this country are directed by 
experience, (if I-'may fo fpeak) not to truft to the firft warmth ; but they wait for a 
greater heat, when they are already fafe from cold nights. Therefore, it happens 
often that the flowers of the European trees are killed by the frofts here ; but the native 
trees are feldom hurt, though they be of the fame kind with the European ones. This 
is a manifeft proof of the wifdom of the Creator. 

May sth. Early this morning I went to Rapaapo, which is a great village, whofe 
farms fay all fcattered. _It was inhabited merely. by Swedes, and not a fingle Englith 
man, or people of any other nation lived in it: therefore they have preferved their native 
Swedifh tongue, and mixeg but few Englifh words with it. The intention of my 
journey was partly to fee the place, and to colle& plants and other natural curiofities 
there ; and partly to find the places where the white cedar, or cupreffus thyoides, 

LOWS. 

e The May flowers, as the Swedes call them, were plentiful in the woods wherever I 
went to-day ; efpecially on a dry foil, or one that is fomewhat moift, The Swedes 
have given them this name becaufe they/are in full bloffom in May. Some of the © 
Swedes and the Dutch call them pinxter-bloem, (Whitfunday flowers), as they really 
are in bloffom about Whitfuntide. The Englith call them wild honeyfuckles ; and at 
a diftance they have fome fimilarity to the honeyfuckle or lonicera Dr. Linnzeus, and 
other botanifts, call it an azalea*. Its flowers were now open, and added a new 
ornament to the woods, being little inferior to the flowers of the honeyfuckle and 
hedyfaram. They fit ina circle round the ftem’s extremity, and have either a dark 
red or a lively red colour ; but, by ftanding for fome time, the fun bleaches them, 
and at laft they get a whitifh hue. I know not why Colden calls them yellowt. The 
height of the buth is not always alike. Some were as tall as a full grown man, and 
taller; others were but low, and fome were not above a palm from the ground ; yet 
they were all full of flowers. The people have not yet found that this plant may be 
applied to any ufe; they only gather the flowers, and put them in pots, becaule, they 
are very fhewy. They have fome fmell; but I cannot fay it is. very pleafant. 
However, the beauty of the colour entitles them to a place in every flower-garden. 

To-day I faw the firft ear of this year’s rye. In Sweden, rye begins to fhew its ears 
about Ericmas, that is about the 18th of May, old file {. But in New Sweden, the 
people faid, they always faw the ears of rye in April, old ftile; whether the fj pring begins 
late or early. However, in fome years the ears come early, and in others late in April. 
This {pring was reckoned one of the late ones. 

Bullfrogs || are a large fpecies of frogs which I had an opportunity of hearing and 
feeing to-day. As I was riding out, I heard a roaring before me; and I thought it 
was a bull in the buthes, on the other fide of the dyke, though the found was rather 
more hoarfe than that of a bull. I was, however, afraid thata bad goring bull might 


* Azalea nudiflora. Linn. Spec. Plant. p.214. Azalea ramis infra flares nudis. Gron. Virg. 21. 
+ Azalea ereda, foliis ovatis, integris, alternis, flore luteo, pilofo, precoci. Cold. Ebor. 25. 

¢ Accordingly about the 2gth of May, new ttile. 2 

| Rana boans. Linn. Syft. 1. p. 358. Rana maxima, Americana, aquatica. Catefb, Carol, IL. 72. 
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be near me, though I did not fee him, and I continued .to think fo till fome hours 
after, when I talked with fome Swedes about the bullfrogs, and, by their account, I 
immediately found that I had heard their voice; for the Swedes told me, that there 
were numbers of them in the dyke. I afterwards hunted for them. Of all the frogs 
in this country, this is doubtlefs the greateft. I am told that towards autumn, as foon 
as thé air begins to grow a little cool, they hide themfelves under the mud, which lies 
at the bottom of ponds and ftagnant waters, and lie there torpid during winter. As 
foon as the weather grows mild, towards fummer, they begin to get out of their holes 
and croak. Ifthe ipring, that is, if the mild weather begins early, they appear about 
the end of March, old ftile ; but if it happens late, they tarry under water till late int 
April, Their places of abode are ponds and bogs with ftagnant water ; they are never 
in any flowing water. When many of them croak together, they make an enormous noife, 
Their croak exaétly refembles the roaring of an ox or bull which is fomewhat hoarfe. 
They croak fo loud, that two people talking by the fide of a pond cannot underftand 
each other. ‘They croak all together; then ftop a little, and begin again. It feems 
as if they had a captain among them: for when he begins to croak, all the others 
follow ; and when he.ftops, the others are ail filent. When this captain gives the 
fignal for ftopping, you hear a note like poop coming from him. In day time they 
feldom make any great noife, unlefs the ky is covered. But the night is their croak- 
ing time ; and, when all is calm, you may hear them, though you are near a mile 
and a half off. When they croak, they commonly are near the furface of the water, 
under the bufhes, and have their heads out of the water. ‘Therefore, by going 
flowly, one may get clofe up to them before they go away. As foon as they are quite 
under water, they think themfelves fafe, though the water be very fhallow. 

Sometimes they fit at a good diftance from the pond, but as foon as they fufpec any 
danger, they haften with great Icaps into the water. They are very expert at hop. 
ping. A full-grown bullfrog takes near three yards at one hop. I have often been 
told the following ftory by the old Swedes, which happened here, at the time when 
the Indians lived with the Swedes. It is well known, that the Indians are excellent 
runners; I have feen them at Governor Johnfon’s, equal the beft horfe in its fwifteft 
courfe, and almoft pafs by it. Therefore, in order to try how well the bull-frogs 
could leap, fome of the Swedes laid a wager with a young Indian, that he could not 
overtake the frog, provided it had two leaps before hand. They carried a bull- 
frog, which they had caught in a pond, upon.a field, and burnt his back-fide; the 
fire, and the Indian, who endeavoured to be clofely up with the frog, had fuch an 
effet upon the animal, that it made its long hops acrofs the field as faft as it could. 
The Indian began to purfue the frog with all his might at the proper time: the noife 
he made in running frightened the poor frog ; probably it was afraid of being tortured 
with fire again, and therefore it redoubled its leaps, and by that means it reached the 
pond before the Indian could overtake it. 

In fome years they are more numerous than in others : nobody could tell whether 
the fnakes had ever ventured to eat them, though they eat all the lefler kinds of frogs. 
The women are no friends to thefe frogs, becaufe they kill and eat young ducklings 
and goflings: fometimes they carry off chickens that come too near the ponds. I 
have not. obferved that they bite when they are held in the hands, though they 
have little teeth; when they are beaten, they cry out almoft like children. I 
was told that fome eat the thighs of the hind legs, and that they are very palatable. 

A tree which grows in the fwamps here, and in other parts of America, goes by the 
name of whité juniper tree. Its ftem indeed looks like one of our old tall and ftrg 


10 juniper. 
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juniper-trees in Sweden: but the leaves are different, ‘and the wood is white. The 
Englifh call it white cedar, becaufe the boards which are’ madé of the wood are like 
thofe made of cedar. But neither of thefe names are juft, for the tree is of the cyprefs 
kind*. It always grows in wet ground or fwamps: it is therefore difficult to come to 
them, becaufe the ground between the little hillocks is full of water. The trees ftand 
both on the hillocks and in the water: they grow very clofe together, and have ftrait, 
thick, and tall ftems; but they: were greatly reduced in number to what they have 
been before. In fuch places where they are left to grow up, they grow as tall and as 
thick as the talleft fir trees ; they preferve their green leaves both in winter and fummer ; 
the tall ones have no branches on the lower part of the ftem. 

The marfhes where thefe trees grow are called cedar fwamps. The cedar fwamps 
are numerous in New Jerfey, and likewife in fome parts of Penfylvania.and New 
York. The-moft northerly place, where it has been hitherto found, is near Gofhen 
in New York, under forty-one degrees and twenty-five minutes of north latitude, as‘I 
am informed by Dr. Colden., For to the north of Gofhen, it has not been found in the 
woods. The white cedar is one of the trees which refift the moft to putrefaction ; and 
when it is put above ground, it will laft longer than Ginder ground: therefore it is 
employed far many purpofes ; it makes good fences, and pofts which are to be put 
into the ground; but in this point, the red cedar is ftill preferable to the white; it 
‘ikewife makes good canoes. ‘lhe young trees are employed for hoops round barrels, 
tuns, &c., becaufe they are thin and pliable; the thick and tall trees afford timber and 
wood for cooper’s work. The houfes which are built of it furpafs, in duration, thofe 
which are built of American oak. Many of the houfes in Rapaapo were made of this 
white cedar wood ; but the chief thing which the white cedar affords is the beft kind 
of fhingles. ‘Lhe white cedar fhingles are preferred to all others for feveral reafons ;. 
firft, they are more durable than any others made of American wood, the red cedar 
fhingles excepted ; fecondly, they are very light, fo that no ftrong beams are requifite 
to fupport the roof. For the fame reafon itis unneceflary to build thick walls, becaufe- 
they are not preffed by heavy roofs. When fires break out, it is lefs dangerous to go: 
under or along the roofs, becaufe the fhingles being very light can do little hurt by 
falling ; they fuck the water, being fomewhat fpongy. fo that the roofs can eafily be- 
wetted in cafe of a fire: however, their fatnefs occafions that the water does not hurt 
them, but evaporates eafily. Whenthey burn and are carried about by the wind, they 
have commonly what is called a dead coal, which does not eafily fet fire where it 
alights. The roofs made of thefe fhingles can eafily be cut through, if required, becaufe 
they are thin, and not very hard; for thefe qualities the people in the country, and 
in the towns, are very defirous’ of having their houfes covered with white cedar 
fhingles, if the wood can be got. Therefore all churches, and the houfes of the more 
fubftantial inhabitants of the towns, have fhingle roofs. In many parts of New York 
province, where the white cedar does not grow, the people, however, have their 
houfes roofed with cedar thingles, which they get from other parts. To that purpofe 
great quantities of fhingles are annually exported from Eggharbour and other parts of 
New Jerfey, to the town of New York, from whence they are diftributed throughout. 
the province. A quantity of white cedar wood is likewife exported every year to the 
Welt Indies, for thingles, pipe-ftaves, &c. Thus the inhabitants are very bufy here,. 
not only to leffen the number of thefe trees, but even to extirpate them entirely. 


* Cupreffus thyoides, Linn, Spec. Pl. p.1422. Cyprefflus Americana, fruétu minimo, Miller’s 
Gard. DiGionary.. : 
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They are here (amd ii many other places) in regard to-wood;-bent only upon. their 
own prefent advantage, utterly regardlefs of pofterity. By this means many cedar 
fwamps ate already quite deftitute of cedars, having only young fhoots left; and I 
plainly. obferved, by counting the circles round'the ftem, that they do not. grow up 
very quickly, but require a great deal of time before they can be cut: for timber. It 
is well known that a tree gets only orfe circle every year ; a -ftem, eighteen inches in 
diameter, had one hundred and eight circles round the thicker end : another, feventeen 
inches in diameter, had a hundred and fixteen; and another, two feet in diameter, 
had one hundred and forty-two circles upon it. Thus near eighty years growth is 
required, before a white cedar raifed from feed can be ufed for timber. Among the 
advantages which the white cedar fhingles have over others, the people reckon their 
lightnefs. But this good and ufeful quality may in future times turn out very difad- 
vantageous to Philadelphia, and other places where the houfes are roofed with cedar 
fhingles : for asthe roofs made of thefe fhingles are very light, and bear but a trifling 
weight on the walls, fo the people have made the walls but very thin. “I meafured the 
thicknefs of the walls of feveral houfeshere, of three ftories high (cellar and garret not 
not included), and found mo of them nine inches and a half, and fome ten inches 
thick ; therefore it is by no means furprifing, that violent hurritanes fometimes make 
the brick gable-ends to vibrate apparently, efpecially on fuch houfes as have a very 
open fituation. And fince the cedar trees will foon be wanting in this country, and the 
prefent roofs when rotten’ muft be fupplied with heavier ones of tiles, or of other wood, 
it is more than probable, that the thin walls will not be. able to bear fuch an additional 
weight, and will either break or require to be fupported by props: or elfe the whole 
houfe muft be pulled down and rebuilt with thicker walls. ‘This obfervation has 
already been made by others. Some of the people here make ufe of the chips of white 
cedar inftead of tea, affuring me that they preferred it in regard to its wholefomenefs 
to all foreign’ tea. All the inhabitants here were of opinion, that the water in the cedar 
fwamps is wholefomer than any other drink ; it creates a great appetite, which they 
endeavoured to prove by feveral examples. They afcribed this quality to the water 
itfelf, which is filled with the rofin of the trees, and to the exhalations which came 
from the trees, and can eafily be fmelled. The people likewife thought that the 
yellowith colour of the water, which ftands between the cedar trees, was owing to the 
rofin, which comes out of the roots of thefe trees. They likewife all agreed, that this 
water is always very cold in the hotteft feafon, which may be partly owing to the con- 
tinual fhade it is in. I knew feveral people who were refolved to go to thefe cedar 
fwamps, and ufe the waters for the recovery of their appetite. Mr. Bartram planted a 
white cedar in a dry foil, but it could not fucceed there : he then put it into a {wampy 
ground, where it got as it were new life, and came on very well; and though it was 
not taller than a man, yet it was full of cones. Another thing is very remarkable, 
with regard to the propagation of this tree: Mr. Bartram cut its branches in {pring two 
years fucceffively, and put them into the fwampy foil, where they ftruck roots, and 
Tucceeded very well. Ihave feen them myfelf. 

The red juniper-tree is another tree which I have mentioned very frequently in the 
courfe of my account. ‘The Swedes have given it the name of red juniper, becaufe 
the wood is very red and fine within. The Englifh call it red cedar, and the French 
cedre rouge. However, the Swedifh name is the moft proper, as the tree belongs to 
the junipers *. At its firft growth it has a deal of fimilarity to the Swedifh juniper t, 

* Juniperus Virginiana. Lin. Spec. pl. p. 114. 
+ Juniperus communis. Linn, Spec. pl. p. 1470. & 
“put 
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but after it-is grown up it gets quite different leaves... The berry exaGtly refembles 
that.of the Swedifh juniper, in regard to its colour and fhape; however, they are not 
fo-big, though the red cedar grows very tall. At Raccoon thefe. trees ftood fingle, 
and were not very tall. But at other places I have feen them ftanding together in 
clufters; they like the fame ground as the common Swedifh juniper, efpecially on the 
rifing banks of river§, and on other rifing g®ounds, ina dry, and frequently in a poor 
foil. I have feen them growing in abundance, as thick and tall as the talleft fir-trees, 
on poor dry and fandy heaths. Towards Canada, or in the moft northerly places, 
where I have feen them, they commonly choofe the fteep fides of the mountains, and 
therg they grow promifcuoufly with the common juniper. The moft northerly places 
where I have found them wild in the woods, is in Canada, eighteen French miles to the 
fouthward of the Fort Saint Jean, or St. John, in qpout 44° 35’ north latitude. | 
have likewife feen it growing very well in a garden, on the ifland of Magdalene*, be- 
longing to the then governor of Montreal, Monfieur le Baron de Lorfgueil. But it had 
“been got at more foutherly places, and was tranfplanted here. Of ail the woods in this 
country, this is without exception the moft durable, and withftands putrefaction longer 
than any other ; it is therefore employed in all fuch cafes where it is moft liable to rot, 
efpecially for all kinds of pofts which are to be put into the pean Some people fay, 
that if an iron be pat into the ground along with a pole of cedar, the iron would be 
half corroded by ruft in the fame time that the wood would be rotten. In many places 
both the fences, and the pofts belonging to them, are made of red cedar. The beft 
canoes, confifling of a fingle piece of wood, are made of red cedar ; for they laft longer 
than any others, and are very light. In New York I have feen pretty large yachts 
built of red cedar: Several yachts which go from New York to ‘Albany, up the river 
Hudfon, are built in a different manner, as I have mentioned in the firft volume}. In 
Philadelphia they cannot make any yachts or other boats of red cedar, becaufe the 
quantity and the fize of the trees will not allow of it. For the fame reafon they do not 
roof their houfes with red cedar fhingles ; but in fuch places where it is plentiful, it 
makes excellent good roofs. ‘The heart of this cedar is of a fine red colour, and what- 
ever is made of it looks very fine, and has a very agreeable and wholefome {mell. But 
the colour fades by degrees, or elfe the wood would be exceedingly proper for cabinet 
work. I faw a parlour in the country feat of Mr. Norris, one of the members of the 
Penfylvanian houfe of aflembly, wainfcotted many years ago with boards of red cedar. 
Mr. Norris affured me that the cedar looked exceedingly well in the beginning, but it 
was quite faded.when I faw it, and the boards looked very fhabby, efpecially the boards 
near the window had entirely loft their colour ; fo that Mr. Norris had been obliged to 
put mahogany in their ftead: however, 1 was told, that the wood will keep its colour 
if a thin varnifh is put upon it whilft it is freth, and juft after it has been planed, and if 
care is taken that the wood is not afterwards rubbed or hurt. At leaft it makes the 
wood keep its colour much longer than commonly. Since it has a very pleafant {melt 
when frefh, fome people put the fhavings and chips of it among their linen to fecure it 
againft being worm-eaten. Some likewife get bureaus, &c. made of red cedar, with 
the fame view. But it is only ufeful for this purpofe as long as‘it is frefh, for it lofes 
its {mell after fome time, and is then no longer good for keeping off infects. It is fome- 
times fent to England, as timber, and fells very well. In many places round Philadelphia, 


* An ifland in the river St. Lawrence, clofe by the town of Montreal in Canada. 
~+ The lower part of the yachts, which is continually under water, is made of black oak : the upper 
part is built of red cedar, becaufe it is fometimes above and fometimes in the water. 3 
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in the feats of the gentry, there was commonly an avenue, with a row of thefe trees 
planted on both fides, leading from the high road to the houfe. The lower branches 
were cut, and only a fine crown left. In winter, when moft other trees have loft their 
leaves, this looks very fine. ‘This tree has likewife a very flow growth ; for a ftem, 
thirteen inches and a quarter in diameter, had one hundred and eighty-eight rings, or 
annual circles ; and another, eighteen inches in diameter, had at leaft two hundred and 
fifty, for a great number of the rings were fo fine that they could not be counted. 
This tree is propagated in the fame manner as the common juniper-tree is in Sweden, 
‘viz. chiefly by birds, which eat the berries and emit the feeds entire. . 

In the evening I returned to Raccoon 

May 6th. The mulberry-trees (morus rubra) about this time began to bloffom, 
but their leaves were yet very fmall. The people divided them into male and female 
trees or flowers ; and faid that thofe which never bore any fruit were males, and thofe 
which did, females. 

Smilax laurifolia was fuperabundant in all the fwamps near this place. Its 
leaves were now beginning to come out, for it fheds them all every winter; it 
climbs up along trees and fhrubs, and runs acrofs from one tree or bufh to another : 
by this means it fhuts up the paffage between the trees, faftening itfelf every where wit 
its cirrhi or tendrils, and even on people, fo it is with the utmoft difficulty one muft 
force a paflage in the fwamps and woods, where it is plentiful ; the ftalk towards the - 
bottom is full of long fpines, which are as {trong as the fpines of a rofe-buth, and catch 
hold of the clothes, and tear them: this troublefome plant may fometimes bring you 
into imminent danger, when botanizing or going into the woods, for, not to mention 
that the cloaths muft be abfolutely rpined by its numberlefs fpines, it occafions a deep 
fhade in the woods, by crofling from tree to tree fo often ; this forces you to ftoop, and 
even to creep on all fours through the little paffages which are left clofe to the ground, 
and then you cannot be carcful enough to preventa fnake (of which there are numbers 
here) from darting into your face. ‘The ftalk of the plant has the fame colour as the 
young rofe-bufhes. It is quite green and {mooth between the fpines ; fo that a {tranger 
would take it to be a kind of thorn-bufh, in winter, when it is deftitute of leaves. 

May 8th. The trees hereabouts were now ftocked with innumerable caterpillars ; 
one kind efpecially was obfervable, which is worfe than all the others. ‘They immedi- 
ately formed great white webs, between the branches of the trees, fo that they were 
perceptible, even at a diftance; in each of thefe webs were thoufands of caterpillars, 
which crept out of them afterwards, and fpread chiefly upon the apple-trees. They 
confumed the leaves, and often left not one ona whole branch. I was told, that fome 
years ago they did fo-much damage, that the apple-trees and peach-trees hardly bore 
any fruit at all; becaufe they had confumed all the leaves, and expofed the naked 
trees to the intenfe heat of the fun, by which means feveral of the trees died. The 
people tookthe following method of killing thefe caterpillars: They fixed fome ftraw 
or flax on a pole, fet it on fire, and held it under the web or nefts ; by which a part was 
burnt, and a part fellto the ground. However, numbers of the caterpillars crept up 
the trees again, which could have been prevented, if they had been trod upon, or killed 
any other way. I called chickens to fuch places where they crept on the ground in 
numbers ; but they would not eat them. Nor did the wild birds like them; for the 
trees were full of thefe webs, though whole flights of little birds had their nefts in the 
gardens and orchards. 

# May 18th. Though it was already pretty late in May, yet the nights were very dark 
here. About an hour after fun-fet, it was fo dark, that it was impoffible to as ae 
a OOK. 
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book, though the type was ever fo large. About ten o'clock, on a clear night, the 

dark was fo much increafed, that it looked like one of the darkeft far-light nights in 

autumn, in Sweden. It likewife feemed to me, that though the nights were clear, yet 

the ftars did not give fo great a light as they do in Sweden. And as, about this time, 

the nights are commonly dark, and the fky covered with clouds; I could compare 

them only to dark and cloudy Swedith winter nights. It was therefore, at this time of 
the year, very difficult to travel in fuch cloudy nights; for neither man nor horfe could 

find their way. The nights, in general, feem very difagreeable to me, in comparifon 

to the light and glorious fummer nights of Sweden. Ignorance fometimes makes us , 
think flightly of our country. If other countries have their advantages, Sweden is not 

deftitute of matter to boaft of on this head: it likewife has its peculiar advantages ; and 

upon weighing the advantages and inconveniencies of different places, Sweden will be 

found to be not inferior to any of them. 

I will briefly mention in what points I think Sweden-is preferable to this part of 
America; and why I prefer Old Sweden to New Sweden, 

The nights are very dark here all the fummer ; and in winter, they are quite as 
dark, if not darker, than the winter nights in Sweden; for here is no kind of aurora 
borealis, and the ftars give a very faint light. It is very remarkable if an aurora 
borealis appears once or twice a year. ‘The winters here bring no fnow, to make the 
nights clear, and to make travelling more fafe and eafy. The cold is, however, fre- 
quently as intenfe as in Old Sweden. ‘The fnow which falls lies only a few days, and 
always goes off with a great deal of wet. The rattle-fnakes, horned-fnakes, red-bellied, 
green, and other poifonous fnakes, againft whofe bite there is frequently no remedy, 
are in great plenty here. To thefe I muft add the wood-lice, with, which the forefts 
are fo peftered, that it is impoffible to pafs through a bufh without -having a whole 
army of them on your cloaths, or to fit down, though the place be ever fo pleafant. 
‘The weather is fo inconftant here, that when a day is moft exceffively hot, the next is 
often fenfibly cold. This fudden change often happens in one day ; and few people 
can fuffer thefe changes, without impairing their health. The heat in fummer is ex- 
ceflive, and the cold in winter often very piercing, but may be guarded againft. But 
when the great heat endures long, there is hardly any remedy for it. It has frequently 
happened, that people who walked into the fields, dropped down dead, on account of 
the violence of the heat. Several diftempers prevail here; and they increafe every 
year. Nobody is left unattacked by the intermitting fever ; and many people are forced 
to fuffer it every year, together with other difeafes. Peafe cannot be fown, on account 
of the infects which confume them*. There are worms in the grains of rye, and num- 
bers of them are in the cherry-trees. The caterpillars often eat all the leaves from the 
trees, fo that they cannot bear fruit in that year ; and numbers die every year, both of 
fruit-trees and foreft-trees. The grafs in the meadows is likewife confumed by a kind 
of -worms, and other fpecies caufe the plumbs to drop before they are half ripe. The 
oak here affords not near fo good timber as the European oak. ‘The houfes are of no 
long duration. The meadows are poor, and what grafs they have is bad. ‘The paf- 
ture for cattle in the forefts confifts of fuch plants as they do not like, and which they 
are compelled to eat by neccflity ; for it is difficult to find a fingle grafs in great forelts, 
where the trees ftand far afunder, notwithftanding the foil is excellent. For this reafon, 
the cattle are forced, during almoft the whole winter and part of the fummer, to live 
upon the young fhoots and branches of trees, which fometimes have no leaves: there- 
fore, the cows give very little milk, and decreafe in fize every generation. The houfes 

* Bruchus pili, 
402 are 
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are extremely unfit for winter habitations. Hurricanes are frequent, which overthrow 
trees, carry away roofs, and fometimes houfes, and doa great deal of damage. Some of 
thefe inconveniences might be remedied by art ; but others will either admit of no altera. 
tion, or they will at leaft coft vaft trouble. Thus every country has its advantages, and 
its defects : happy is he who can content himfelf with his own. 

The rye grows very ill in moft of the fields, which is chiefly owing to the careleffnefs 
in agriculture, and to the poornefs of the fields, which are feldom or never manured. 
After the inhabitants have converted a traét of land into fields, which had been a foreft 
for many centuries together, and which confequently had a very fine foil, they ule it as 
fuch, as long as it will bear any corn; and when it ceafes to bear any, they turn it into 
paftures for the cattle, and take new corn-fields in another place, where a fine foil can 
be met with, and where it has never been made ufe of for this purpofe. This kind of 
agriculture will do for fome time; but it will afterwards have bad confequences, as 
every one may clearly fee. A few of the inhabitants, however, treated their fields a 
little better: the Englith in general have carried agriculture to a higher degree of per- 
fection than any other nation. But the depth and riches of the foil, which thofe found 
here who came over from England, (as they were preparing land for ploughing which 
had been covered with woods from times immemorial) mifled them, and made them 
carelefs hufbandmen. It is well known, that the Indians lived in this country for 
feveral centuries before the Europeans came into it; butit is likewife known, that they 
lived chiefly by hunting and fifhing, and had hardly any fields. They planted maize, 
and fome fpecies of beans and gourds ; and at the fame’time it is certain, that a planta- 
tion of fuch vegetables as ferve an Indian family during one year, take up no more 
ground than a farmer in our country takes to plant cabbage for his family upon; at 
leaft, a farmer’s cabbage and turnip ground, taken together, is always as extenfive, if 
not more fo, than the corn-fields and kitchen-gardens of an Indian family. Therefore, 
the Indians could hardly fubfift for one month upon the producé of their gardens and 
fields. Commonly, the little villages of Indians are about twelve or eighteen miles dif- 
tant from each other. From hence one may judge how little ground was formerly 
employed for corn-fields; and the reft was overgrown with thick and tall trees. And 
though they cleared (as is yet ufual) new ground, as foon as the old had quite loft 
its fertility, ‘yet fuch little pieces as they made ufe of were very inconfiderable when 
compared to the vaft forefts which remained. Thus the upper fertile foil increafed 
confiderably for centuries together ; and the Europeans coming to America found a 
rich and fine foil before them, lying as loofe between the trees as the beft bed in a 
garden. They had nothing to do but to cut down the wood, put it up in heaps, and 
to clear the dead leaves away. They could then immediately proceed to ploughing, 
which in fuch loofe ground is very eafy ; and having fown their corn, they got a moft 
plentiful harveft. This eafy method of getting a rich crop has fpoiled the Englith and 
other European inhabitants, and induced them to adopt the fame method of agriculture 
which the Indians make ufe of; that is, to fow uncultivated grounds, as long as they 
will produce a crop without manuring, but to turn them into paftures as foon as they 
can bear no more, and to take in hand new fpots of ground, covered fince time imme- 
morial with woods, which have been fpared by the fire or the hatchet ever fince the 
creation. This is likewife the reafon why agriculture, and the knowledge of this ufeful 
branch, is fo imperfect here, that one can learn nothing in a great tract of land, neither 
of the Englifh, nor of the Swedes, Germans, Dutch, and French; except that, from 


their grofs miftakes and careleffnefs for futurity, one finds opportunities every day of 
tyyi lester allt Go ERs at See wee GRE On” CREP cet eae ee Se ae eee * 
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In a word, the corn-fields, the meadows, the forefts, the cattle, &c. are treated with 
great careleffnefs by the inhabitants. We can hardly be more lavith of our woods in 
Sweden and Finland than they are here: their eyes are fixed upon the prefent gain, 
and they are blind to futurity. Every day their cattle are harraffed by labour, and each 
generation decreafes in goodnefs and fize, by being kept fhort of food, as I have before 
mentioned. On my travels in this country I obferved feveral plants which the horfes 
and cows preferred to all others. They were wild in this country, and likewife grew 
well on the drieft and pooreft ground, where no other plants would fucceed. But the 
inhabitants did not know how to turn this to their advantage, owing to the little 
account made of Natural Hiftory, that fcience being here (as in other parts of the 
world) loaked upon as a mere trifle, and the paftime of fools. I am certain, and my 
certainty is founded upon experience, that by mean of thefe plants, in the fpace of a few 
years, I have been able to turn the pooreft ground, which would hardly afford food 
for a cow, into the richeft and moft fertile meadow, where great flocks of cattle have 
found fuperiluous food, and are grown fat upon. I own,. that thefe ufeful plants were 
not to be found on the grounds of every planter; but with a {mall fhare of natural 
knowledge, a man would eafily colle& them in the places where they were to be got, 
I was aftonifhed, when I heard the country people complaining of the badnefs of the 
paftures; but I likewife perceived their negligence, and hen faw excellent plants 
growing on their own grounds, which only required a little more attention and affift. 
ance from their unexperienced owners, I found every where the wifdom and good. 
nefs of the Creator ; but too feldom faw any acknowledgment, or adequate eftimation 
of it, among men. 
O fortunatos nimium fua fi bona norint 
Agrticolas ! : Vira. Georgic. 

I have been led to thefe reflections, which may perhaps feem foreign to my purpofe, 
by the bad and negleéted ftate of agriculture in every part of “this continent. I likes 
wife intended to fhew the reafon why this journal is fo thinly ftocked with ceconomical 
advantages in the feveral branches of hufbandry. I do not however deny that I have 
fometimes found one or two fkilful ceconomifts, but they were very fearce, 

Birds of prey which purfue the poultry are found in abundance here, and if poflible 
more plentiful thanin Sweden. They enjoy great liberty here, as there are ftill great 
forefts in many places, from whence they can come unawares upon chickens and 
ducks. To the birds of prey it is quite indifferent whether the woods confift of good or 
bad trees, provided they are in fhade. At night the owls, which are very numerous, 
endanger the fafety of the tame fowls. They live chiefly in marfhes, give a difagree- 
able fhrick at night, and attack the chickens, which commonly rooft at night in the 
apple-trees, peach-trees, and cherry-trees, in the garden. But fince they are very bufly 
in clearing this country of woods, as we are in Sweden and Finland, it may be of ufe 
for expofing the birds of prey, more than they are now, and for depriving them of the 
opportunities of doing mifchief with fo much cafe. 

‘The thick forefts of America contain numbers of flags; they do not feem to be a 
different {pecies from the European ftags. An Englithman was poffefled of a tame 
hind. It is obfervable that though thefe creatures are very fhy when wild in the woods 
and cedar fwamps, which are very much frequented by them, yet they can be tamed 
to fuch a degree, if taken young, that they will come of their own accord to feek for 
food. This hind was caught when it was but very little; the colour of the whole bod 
was a dirty reddifh brown, the belly and the under fide of the tail excepted, which 
were white; the ears were grey: the head. towards the fnout. was very narrows byt 
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~apon the whole the creature looked very fine. The hair lay clofe together, and was 
quite fhort; the tail reached almoft to the bend of the knee, near which, on the infide 
of each hind-foot, was a knob or callus. ‘Che poffeffor of the hind faid that he had 
tamed feveral ftags, by catching them whilft they were very young. It was now big 
with young ones. It had a little bell hung about its neck, that by walking in the 
woods, the people might know it to be tame, and take care not to fhoot it. It was at 
liberty to go where it pleafed, and to keep it confined would have been a pretty hard 
tafk, as it could leap over the higheft enclofures. Sometimes it went far into the 
woods, and frequently ftaid away a night or two, but afterwards returned home like 
other cattle. When it went into the woods, it was often accompanied by wild ftags, 
and decoyed them even into the very houfes, efpecially in rutting time, giving its mafter 
numerous opportunities of fhooting the wild flags, almoft at his door. Its fcent was 
excellent, and when it was turned towards the wind, I often faw it rifing and looking 
towards that pari, though I did not fee any people on the road, but they commonly 
appeared about an hour after. As foon as the wild ftags have the fcent of a man, 
they make off. In winter the man fed the hind with corn and hay; but in fummer it 
went out into the woods and meadows, feeking its own food, eating both grafs and 
other plants: it was now kept in a meadow; it did chiefly eat clover, the leaves of 
hiccory, of the andromeda paniculata, and the geranium maculatum. — It was likewife 
contented with the leaves of the common plantane, or plantago, graffes, and feveral 
other plants. The poffeffor of this hind fold ftags to people in Philadelphia, who fent 
them as curiofities to other places. He got twenty-five, thirty, and forty shillings 
a-piece for them, In the long and fevere winter, which commenced here upon the 
tenth of December 1740, and continued to the thirteenth of March, old ftyle, during 
the courfe of which there fell a great quantity of fnow, the flags were found dead in 
the fnow, but chiefly higher up the country, where the fnow was deeper. Nobody 
could determine whether their death was the confeqience of the great quantity and. 
depth of fnow, which hindered their getting out, or whether the froft had been too 
fevere, and of too long duration, or whether they were fhort of food. The old people 
likewife relate that vaft numbers of ftags came down in the year 1705, when there 
«was a heavy fall of fnow, near a yard deep, and that they were afterwards found dead 
in the woods, in great numbers, becaufe the {now was deeper than they could pafs 
through. Numbers of birds were likewife found dead at that time. In that fame win- 
ter a flag came to Matfong into the ftablés, and eat hay together with the cattle. It 
was fo pinched by hunger that it grew tame immediately,*and did not run away from 
people, It afterwards continued in the houfe, as another tame creature. All aged 
pertons afferted, that formerly this country abounded more-with ftags than it does at 
prefent. It was formerly not uncommon to fee thirty or forty of them in a flock 
together. The reafon of their decreafe is chiefly owing to the increafe of population, 
the deftru€tion of the woods, and the number of people who kill afd frighten the ftags 
at prefent. However, high up in the country, in great forefts and defarts, there are 
yet great numbers of them. Among their enemies is the lynx of this country, which 
is the fame with the Swedifh one*. They climb up the trees, and when the ftags pafs 
by, they dart down upon him, get faft hold, bite, and fuck the blood, and never give 
over till they have killed it. . 

* Warglo; felis lynx Linn. ‘The Swedes mention two kinds of lynx; the one is called the wargloy 
or wolf-lynx,.and the other the kattlo, or cat-lynx. The Germans make the fame diftin&tion, and call the 
former wolf-luchs, and the latter katz-luchs: the former is the biggeft, of a brownifh red, mixed with grey 
and white on its back, and white towards the belly, with brownith fpots § the latter is fmaller, and has a 


coat which is more white, and with more fpots. F, 
1 faw 
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hills and on fields, and fallow grourids; 


J {aw feveral holes in the ground, both on 
wide ;.they went almoft perpendicularly 


they were round, and commonly about an inch 
into the earth, and were made by dung-beetles, or by great worms,’which are made ufe 
of for angling. ‘The dung-beetles had dug very deep into the ground, through horle- 
dung, though it lay on the hardeft road, fo that a great heap of earth laynearit. ‘Thefe 
holes were afterwards occupied by other infedts, efpecially grafshoppers, (grylli) and 
cicada ; for by digging thefe holes up, I commonly found one or more young ones of 
thefe infeéts,-which had not yet got their perfeé fize. 

May 19th. This morning I left Raccoon, a parifh in the country called New 
Sweden, and which is yet chiefly inhabited by Swedes, in order to proceed in my 
(t intended to fet out with the beginning of April, but for 


travels to the North. I fir e 
feveral reafons this was not advifable. No leaves were come out at that time, and 


hardly any flowers appeared. I did not know what flowers grew here in fpring ; for 
the autumnal plants are different from the vernal ones. The Swedes had this winter 
told me the ceconomical and medical ufes of many plants, to which they gave names 
unknown to me: they could not then fhew me thofe plants on account of the feafon, 


and by their deficient and erroneous defcriptions, I was not able to guefs what plants 


they meant. By going away fo early as the beginning of April I would have remained 


in uncertainty in regard to thefe things. It_was therefore fit that I fhould fpend a 
part of the fpring at Raccoon, efpecially as I had {till time enough left for my tour to 
the North. 
On the road we faw a black fnake, which we killed, and found juft five feet long. 
Catefby has defcribed it and its qualities, and alfo drawn it*. The full-grown blac 
fnakes are commonly about five feet long, but very flender; the thickelt I ever faw 
was in the broadeft part hardly three inches thick; the back is black, fhining, and 
fmooth ; the chin white and {mooth ; the belly whitifh turning into blue, fhining, and 
very {mooth ; I believe there are fome varieties of this fnake. One, which was nineteen 
inches long, had a hundred and eighty-fix {cales on the belly, (fcuta abdominalia) and 
ninety-two half fcales on the tail (fquamze fubcaudales), which I found to be true, by a 


repeated counting of the {cales. ‘Another, which was feventeen inches and a half in 


length, had a hundred and eighty-four feales on the belly, and only fixty-four half 


{eales on the tail; this I likewife afflured myfelf of, by counting the {cales over again. 
It is poffible that the end of this lait fnake’s tail was cut off, and the wound healed 
up again f. 

The country a 
in fpring, and often app 
again after that, they are quite frozen, and lie ftiff an 
ice; when taken in this itate and put before a fire, 
time. It has fometimes happened, when the beginning of January is very warm, 


bounds with black fnakes. They are among the firft that come out 
ear very early if warm weather happens ; but if it grows cold 
d torpid on the ground or on the 
they revive in lefs than an hour’s 

that 


* Anguis niger. See Catefby’s Nat. Hitt. of Carol. ii. t. 48. 

+ It bas been found by repeated experience, that the {pecific charaGter employed by Dr. Linnzus, for 
the diftingtion of the {pecies of fnakes, taken from their {cuta abdominalia and caudalia, or their fquame 
fubcaudales, varies greatly in fnakes of the fame fpecies, fo that often the difference amounts to ten or 
more: the whole number of the fcuta fometimes helps to find out the fpecies; care ought however tobe 
taken that the fnake may not by any accident have loft its tail, and that it be growing. agains. in which cafe 
it is impoffible to make ufe of this charater. The charaéter is not quite fo good and decifive as may be 
withed, but neither are the marks taken from colours, fpots, ftripes, &c. quite conftant ; and fo it is better 
to make ufe of an imperfe&t chagaGter than none at all. ‘Time, and greater acquaintanee with thie clafs of 


animals may perhaps clear up their natural chara&ters, Fy 
they 
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they come out of their winter habitations. They commonly appear about the end of 
March, old ftyle. 

This is the fwifteft of all the fnakes which are to be found here, for it moves fo 
quick that a dog can hardly catch it. It is therefore almoft impoflible for a man to 
efcape it if purfued; but ‘happily its bite is neither poifonous ror any way dangerous ; 
many people have been bit by. it in the woods, and have {carce felt any more incon- 
venience than if they had been wounded by a knife ; the wounded place only remains 
painful for fome time. The black fnakes feldom do any harm, except ig pring, when 
they copulate; at which time, if difturbed, they will attack the perfon that difturbs 
them. I am acquainted with feveral people, who have on fuch an occafion run fo hard 
as to be quite out of breath, in endeavouring to efcape the fnake, which moved with 
the fwiftnefs of an arrow after them. If a perfon thus purfued can mutter up courage 
enough to oppofe the fnake with a ftick or any thing elfe, when it is either pafled by 
him, or when he fteps afide to avoid it, it will turn back again, and feek a refuge in its 
{wiftnefs. I have been affured by feveral, that when it overtakes a perfon who has 
tried to efcape it, and who has not courage enough to oppofe it, it winds round his 
feet, fo as to make him fall down; it then bites him feveral times in the leg, or what~ 
ever part it can get hold of, and goes off again. I fhall mention two circumftances, 
which confirm what I have faid. During my ftay in New York, Doétor Colden told 
me, that inthe fpring 1748, he had feveral workmen at his country feat, and among 
them one lately arrived from igual eee who of courfe knew very little of the qualities of 
the black fnake. The other workmen feeing a great black fnake copulating with its 
female, engaged the new comer to go and kill it, which he intended to do with a little 
ftick. But on approaching the place where the fnakes lie, they perceived him, and 
the male in great wrath leaves his pleafure to purfue the fellow with amazing fwiftnels ; 
he little expected fuch courage in the fnake, and flinging away his ftick, began to run _ 
as faft as he was able. The {nake purfued him, overtook him, and twifting feveral 
times round his feet, threw him down, and_ frightened. him almoft out of his fenfes ; 
he could not get rid of the fnake, till he took a knife and cut it through in two or 
three places. The other workmen were rejoiced at this fight, and laughed atit, with- 
out offering to help their companion. Many people at Albany told me of an accident 
which happened to a young lady, who went out of town in fummer, together with many 
‘other girls, attended by her negro. She fat down in the wood, ina place where the 
others were running about, and before fhe was aware, a black fnake being difturbed 
in its amours, ran under her petticoats, and twifted round her waift, fo that fhe fell 
backwards in a{woon, occafioned by her fright or by the compreffion which the fnake 
caufed. The negro came up to her, and fufpeéting that a black {nake might have hurt 
her, on making ufe of a remedy to bring his lady to herfelf again, he lifted up her 
cloaths, and really found the fnake wound about her body as clofe as poflible ; the 
negro was not able to tear it away, and therefore cut it, and the girl came to herfelf 
again ; but the conceived fo great an averfion to the negro, that fhe could not bear the 
fight of him afterwards, and died of a confumption. At other times of the year this 
fnake is more apt to run away than to attack people. However, I have heard it 
afferted frequently, that even in fummer when its time of copulation is paft, it purfues 
people, efpecially children, if it finds that they are afraid and run from it. Several 
people hkewife aflured me from their own experience, that it may be provoked to pur. 
fue people, if they throw at it, and then run away. I cannot well doubt of this, as I 
have heard it faid by numbers of creditable people; but though I wanted to try the 
experiment I could never fucceed in provoking them, 


Moit 
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Moft of the people in this country afcribed to this faake a power of fafcinating birds 
and fquirrels, as I have deferibed in feveral parts of my journal. When the f{nake lies 
under a tree, and has fixed his eyes ona bird or {quirrel above; *it obliges them to 
come down, and to go directly into its mouth. I cannot account for this, for I never 
faw it done. However, I have a lift of more than twenty perfons, among which are 
fome of the moft creditable people, who have all unanimoufly, thouglt living far diftant 
from each other, afferted the fame thing; they affured me, upon their honour, that 
they have fe (at feveral times) thefe black fnakes fafcinating {quirrels and birds which 
fat on the tops of trees, the {nake lying at the foot of the tree, with its eyes fixed upon 
the bird or fquirrel, which fits above it, and utters a doleful note; from which it is 
eafy to conclude with certainty that it is about to be fafcinated, though you cannot fee 
it. “Lhe bird or fquirrel rans up and down along the tree continuing its plaintive fong, 
and always comes nearcr the fnake, whofe eyes are unalterably fixed upon it. It fhould 
feem as if thefe poor creatures endeavoured to efcape the fnake, by hopping or run- 
ning up the trees but there appears to be a power which withholds them: they are 
forced downwards, and each time that they turn back they approach nearer their 
enenay, till they arc at luft forced to leap into its mouth, which {tands wide open for 
that purpofe. Numbers of fquirrels and birds are continually running and hopping 
fearleis in the woods on the ground, where the {nakes lie in wait for them, and can 
eafily give thefe poor creatures a mortal bite. Therefore it feems that this fafcination 
might be thus interpreted, that the creature has firft got a mortal wound from the 
fake, which is fure of her bite, and lies quiet, being affured that the wounded crea- 
ture has been poifoned with the bite, or at leaft feels pain from the violence of the bite, 
and that it will at laft be obliged to come down into its mouth. The plaintive note is 
perhaps occafioned by the acutenefs of the pain which the wound gives the creature. 
But to this it may be objeGted, that the bite of the black {nake is not poifonous; it 
may further be objected, that if the fake could come near enough toa bird or {quirrel 
to give it a mortal bite, it might as eafily keep hold of it, or, as it fometimes does with 
poultry, twift round and ftrangle or ftifle it. But the chief obje€tion which lies againtt 
this interpretation is the following account, which I received from the moft creditable 
people, who have affured me of it. ‘Phe fquirrel being upon'the point of running into 
the {nake’s mouth, the fpectators have not been able to let it come to that pitch, but 
killed the fnake, and as foon as it had got a mortal blow the fquirrel or bird deftined 
for deftruction flew away, and left off their moanful note, as if they had broke loofe 
from a net. Some fay, that if they only touched the {nake, fo as to draw off its ate 
tention from the fquirrel, it went off quickly, not ftopping till it had got toa great 
diftance. Why do the fquirrels or birds go away fo fuddenly, and why no fooner? 
If they had been poifoned or bitten by the fnake before, fo as not to be able to get from 
the tree, and to be forced to approach the fnake always more and more, they could 
however not get new ftrength by the fnake being either killed or diverted. Therefore, 
it feems that they are only enchanted, whilft the fnake has its eyes fixed on them, 
However, this looks odd and unaccountable, though many of the worthieft and moft 
reputable people have related it, and theugh it is fo univerfally believed here, that to 
doubt it would be to expofe onefelf to general laughter. 

The black fnakes kill the fmeller fpecies of frogs, and eat them. If they get at 
eggs of poultry, or of other birds, they make holes inthem, and fuck the contents, 
When the hens are fitting on the eggs they creep into the neft, wind round the birds 
{tific them, and fuck the eggs. Mr. Bartram afferted, that he had often feen this 
{nake creep up into the talleft trees, after birds’ eggs, or young birds, always with the 
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head foremoft, when defcending. A Swede told me, that a black fnake had once got 
the head of one of his hens in its mouth, and was wound feveral times round the body, 
when he came and killed the fnake. The hen was afterwards as well as ever. 

This fhake is very greedy of milk, and it is difficult to keep it out when it is once 
ufed to go into a cellar where milk is kept. It has been feen eating milk out of the 
fame difh with children, without biting them, though they often gave it blows with the 
fpoon upon the head, when it was over greedy. I never heard it hiffing. It can raife 
more than one half of its body from the ground, in order to look about her. _ It fkins 
every year; and its fkin is faid to be a remedy againft the cramp, if continually worn 
about the body. 

The rye was now beginning to flower. 

I have often obferved with aftonifhment, on my travels, the great difference between 
‘the plants and the foil, on the two oppofite banks of brooks. Sometimes a brook, 
which one can ftride over, has plants on one bank widely different from thofe on the 
oppofite bank. Therefore, whenever I came toa great brook or a river, I expected ta 
find plants which I had not met with before. Their feeds are carried down with the 
ftream from diftant parts. The foil is likewife very often different on the different fides 
of a rivulet, being rich and fertile on the one, and dry, barren, and fandy on the 
other. But a great river can make ftill greater differences. Thus we fee the great 
difparity ‘between the province of Penfylvania and New Jerfey, which are only divided 
by the ‘xiyer Delaware. In Penfylvania the foil confifts of a mould mixed with fand 

and: ‘and is very rich and fertile ; and in the woods which are high in the country, 
weground is mountainous and ftony. On the other hand, in the province of New 
Jerfe » the foil is poor and dry, and not very fertile, fome parts excepted. You can 
hardly find a ftone in New Jerfey, and much lefs mountains. In Penfylvania you 
fcarce ever feea fir-tree, and in New Jerfey are whole woods of it. 

This evening I arrived at Philadelphia. 

May 22d. ‘The locufts began to creep out of their holes in the ground laft night, 
and continued to do fo to-day. As foon as their wings were dry, they began their 
fong, which is almoft fufficient to make one deaf, when travelling through the woods. 
This year there was an immenfe number of them. 

May 25th. ‘The tulip-tree (liriodendron tulipifera} was now in-full bloffom. The 
flowers have a refemblance to tulips, and look very fine, and though they have nota 
very agreeable fmell, yet the eye is pleafed to fee trees as tall as full-grown oaks, 
covered with tulip-like flowers. 

On the flowers of the tulip-tree was an olive-coloured chafer ({carabeeus), without 
horns (muticus), the future and borders of his wing-fhells (elytra) were black, and his 
thighs brown. cannot with certainty fay whether they collected the pollen of the 
flower, or whether they coupled. Later in fummer, I faw the fame kind of beetles 
make deep holes into the ripe mulberries, either to eat them, or to lay their eggs in 
them. I likewife found them abundant in the leaves of the magnolia glauca, or beaver- 
tree. 

The ftrawberries were now ripe on the hills. 

The country people already brought ripe cherries up to town; but they were only 
a few to fatisfy curiofity, yet we may form a judgment of the climate from hence. 

May 26th. A peculiar kind of ftorm called a travat, or travado, happened to-day. 
In the evening about ten o’clock, when the fky was quite clear, a thick black cloud 
came rufhing from the fouth-weft, with a wind. The air was quite calm, and we could 
not feel any breeze; but the approach of this cloud was perceived from the ftrong 
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rutbing noife in the woods to the fouth-weft, and: which, increafed in proportion ag. the 
cloud came nearer. As foon as it was come up to us, it was attended hy a violent guft 
of wind, which in its courfe threw down the weaker enclofures, carried them a good 
way along with it, and broke down feveral trees. It was then fgllowed by a hard 
shower of rain, which put an end to the ftorm, and every thing was calm as before. 
Thefe travadoes are frequent in fummer, and have the quality of cooling the air. 
However, they often do a great deal of damage; they are commonly attended by thun- 
der and lightning; as foon as they are paffed over the fky is as clear as it was 
before. 

May 28th. The magnolia glauca was now in full bloom. Its flowers have a very 
pleafant fragrancy, which refrefhes the travellers in the woods, efpecially towards the 
evening. ‘Lhe flowers of the wild vine afterwards fupplied the place of thofe of the 
magnolia, Several other flowers contribute likewife towards perfuming the ambient 
air. 

The kalmia anguftifolia was now every where in flower : it grows chiefly on fandy 
heaths or on dry poor grounds, which few other plants will agree with ; it is common 
in Penfylvania, but particularly in New Jerfey and the province of New York ; it is 
fcarce in Canada; its leaves ftay the winter ; the flowers are a real ornament to the 
woods ; they grow in bunches like crowns, and are of a fine lively purple colour ; at 
the bottom is a circle of deep purple, and within it a greyifh or whitith colour. ‘The 
flowers grow as aforefaid,in bunches, round the extremity of the ftalk, and make it-look 
like a decorated pyramid. The Englifh at New York, call this plant the dwarf laurel. 
Its qualities are the fame with thofe of the kalmia latifolia, viz. that it kills fheep and 
other {maller animals, when they eat plentifully of it. Ido not know whether it is 
noxious to the greater cattle. It is not of any known ufe, and only ferves to attrac 
the eye whilft in flower. 

The kalmia latifolia was likewife in full bloffom at prefent : it rivals the preceding 
one in the beauty of its colour; yet though they are confpicuous in regard to the 
colours and fhape of their flowers, they are no ways remarkable for {mell, fuch as the 
magnolia is ; for they have little or no fmell at all. So equally and juftly does nature 
diftribute her gifts ; no part of the creation has them all, each has its own, and none is 
abfolutely without a fhare of them. 

May 30th. The Moravian brethren, who arrived in great. numbers from Europe at 
New York, in May, brought two converted Greenlanders with them. The Moravians 
who were already fettled in America, immediately fent fome of their brethren from 
Philadelphia to the new comers, in order to welcome them. Among thefe deputies 
were two North American Indians, who had been converted to their dotrine, and like- 
wife two South American Indians, from Surinam. Thefe three kinds of converted 
Indians accordingly met at New York. [had no opportunity of feeing them ; but all 
thofe who had feen them, and whom I converfed with, thought that they had plainly 
perceived a fimilarity in their features and fhape, the Greenlanders being only fome- 
what fmaller. ‘They concluded from hence that all thefe three kinds of Americans 
were the pofterity of one and the fame defcendant of Noah, or that they were perhaps 
yet more nearly related. How far their gueffes are to be relied upon I cannot de- 
termine. 

Ripe cherries were now already pretty common, and confequently cheap. 

Yams are a fpecies of roots which are cultivated in the hotteft parts of America, for 
eating as we do potatoes. It has not yet been attempted to plant them here, and they 
are brought from the Welt Indies in fhips ;. therefore they are reckoned a rarity here, 
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and as fuch I ate them at Dr. Franklin’s to-day. They are white, and tafte ike com- 
mon potatoes, but not quite fo agreeable ; and }-think it would not be worth while to 
plant them in Sweden, though they might bear the climate. The plant thefe roots 
belong to is the diofcorea alata. ‘ 

The inhabitants make plenty of cheefe: they are not reckoned fo good as Englifh 
cheefé : however, come take them to be fell as good when old; and fo they feemed to 
me. A man from Bofton, in New England, told me, that they made very good cheefe 
thére: but they take care to keep the cattle from falt water, efpecially thofe who live 
near the fea coafts; for it has been found that the cheefe will not become fo good 
when the cows graze near falt water as it will when they have frefh water. This, how- 
ever, wants nearer examination, in my opinion. 

May 31ft. About ncon I left Philadelphia, and went on board a fmall yacht, which 
fails continually up and down upon the river Delaware, between Trenton and Phila- 
delpbia. We failed up the river with fair wind and weather. Sturgeons leaped often 
a fathom into the air. We faw them continuing this exercife all day, till we came to 
Trenton. The banks on the Penfylvanian fide were low; and thofe on the New Jer- 
fey fide fteep and fandy, but not very high. On both fides were perceived forefts of 
tall trees, with deciduous leaves. 

During the courfe of this month the forenoon was always calm ; but immediately 
after noon it began to blow gently, and fometimes pretty ftrongly. This morning was 
Nkewife fair, and in the afternoon it was cloudy, but did not rain. 

We faw fome fall houfes near the fhore, in the woods; and now and then a 
good houfe built of ftone. ‘The river now decreafed vifibly in breadth. About three 
o’clock this afternoon we paffed Burlington. 

Burlington, the chief town in the province of New Jerfey, and the refidence of the 
governor, is but a finall town, about twenty miles from Philadelphia, on the eaftern 
fide of the Delaware. The houfes were chiefly built of ftone, though they ftood far 
diftant from each other. The town has a good fituation, fince fhips of confiderable 
burthen can fail clofe up toit: but Philadelphia prevents its carrying on an extenfive 
trade; for the proprietors of that place * have granted it great immunities, by which 
it is increafed fo as to fwallow all the trade of the adjacent towns. The houle of the 
governor at Burlington is but a {mall one: it is built of itone, clofe by the river fide, 
and is the firft building in the town as you come from Philadelphia. It is obferved, 
that about the full moons, when the tides are higheft, and the high water at Cape Hin- 
lopen comes at nine o’clock in the morning, it will be at Chefter, on the river Dela- 
ware, about ten minutes after one o’clock ; at Philadelphia, about ten minutes after 
two o’clock ; and at Burlington, about ten minutes after three o’clock ; for the tide 
in the river Delaware comes quite up to Trenton. 

‘The banks of the river were now chiefly high and fteep on the fide of New Jerfey, 
confifting of a pale brick-coloured foil. On the Penfylvanian fide they were gently. 
flopiag, and confifted of a blackifh rich mould, mixed with particles of glimmer (mica), 
On the New Jerfey fide appeared fome firs ; but feldom on the other,.except in a few. 
places where they were accidentally brought over from New Jerfey. 

Towards night, after the tide had begun to ebb, and the wind was quite fubfided,’ 
we could not proceed, but dropped our anchor about feven miles from Trenton, and 
paffed the night there. ‘The woods were full of fireflies, (lampyris) which flew like 
‘parks of fire between the trees, and fometimes acrofs the river. In the marfhes, the 

#* William Penn, Efq. and his heirs. 
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bullfrogs ‘now and then began their hideotts roarmg}.and.mor= than a huridred-of 
them roared together. ‘The whip-poor-will, or goat-fucker, ‘was likewife heard every. : 
where. ; ae 

June ift. We continued our voyage this morning after the rain was over. The 
river Delaware was very narrow here, and the banks the fame as we found them yefter- 
day, after we had paffed Burlington. About eight o’clock in the morning we arrived 
at Trenton. .. : ; 

June and.Ahis morning we left Trenton, and proceeded towards New York.’ The 
country I have defcribed before. The fields were fown with wheat, rye. maize, oats, 
hemp, and flax. In feveral places we faw very large pieces of ground with hemp. 

We-faw abundance of chefnut-trees in the woods. “They often ftood in exceflive 
poor ground, which was neither too dry nor too wet. 

Tulip-trees did not appear on the road ; but the pedple faid there were fome in the 
woods. ; ; 

The beaver-tree (magnolia glauca) grows inthe fwamps. It was new in flower, and 
the fragrancy of its bloffoms had fo perfumed the air that one. could enjoy it before 
one approached the fwamps ; and this fine fmell likewife fhewed that a beaver-tree was 
near us, though we often happened not to fee it. 

The phlox glaberrima grows abundantly in the woods, and cuts a fine figure with its | 
yed flowers. It grows in fuch foil here as in Europe is occupied by the lychnis vifcaria 
and lychnis dioica, or read catchfly and campion. he phlox maculata grows abun- 
dantly in wet ground, and has fine red and odoriferous flowers., It grows on low 
meadows, where in Europe the meadow-pinks, or lychnis flos cuculi, would be met 
with. By adding to thefe flowers the bartfia coccinea, the lobelia cardinalis, and the 
monarda didyma, which grow wild in this country, they are undoubtedly altogether 
adorned with the fineft red imaginable. : 

‘The faflafras-tree was abundant in the woods and near the inclofures. 

"The houfes which we paffed by were molt of them wooden. _In one place, I faw the 
people building a houfe with walls of mere clay, which is likewife employed in making 
ovens for baking. 

Buckwheat was already coming up in feveral places. We faw fingle plants of it all 
day in the woods and in the fields, but always by the fide of the road; from whence 
it may be concluded that they {pring up from loft and fcattered feeds, 

Late this evening we arrived at New Brunfwick. 

June the 3rd. At noon we went on board a yacht bound for New York, and failed. 
down the river, which had at firft pretty high and fteep banks of red fand-ltone on. 
each fide, which I have mentioned'before. - Now and then there was a farm-houfe on 
the high fhore. As we came lower down, we faw on both fides great fields and mea- 
dows clofe up to the water. We could not fail at random with the yacht; for the 
river was often thallow in fome places and fometimes in the very middle. For that 
purpofe, the courfe which we were to take was marked out by branches with leaves on 
them. At laft we got into the fea, which bounded our profpect oa the fouth ;. but on 
the other fide, we were continually in fight of land at fome diftance. On coming to 
the mouth of the river, we had a choice of two roads ta New York, viz. either within 
the Staten Ifland, or without it. The inhabitants are determined in their choice by the 
weather ; for when it is ftormy and cloudy, or dark, they do not venture to fail with- 
out, where the fea itfelf communicates. We took that courfe- now, it being very 
plealant weather ; and though we ftruck on the fands once or twice, yet we got loofe: 
again, and arrived at New York about nine o’clock. 
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June 4th. I found vines in feveral gardens, got from the old countries. They bear 
annually a quantity of excellent grapes. When the winters are very févere they are 
killed by the froft, and die quite to the ground; but the next fpring new fhoots {prin 
up from the root. . 

Strawberries were now fold in abundance about the town every day. An Englifhman 
from Jamaica afferted, that in that ifland there were no ftrawberries. The {nakes 
are very fond of ftrawberries. Thofe which they had here were as good as the Swedifh 
and Finland ones. 

Red clover was fown in feveral places on the hills without the town. The country 
people were now employed in mowing the meadows. Some were already mown ; and 
the dry clover was put under cover, in order to be carried away the firft opportunity. 

Cherry-trees were planted in great quantities before the farm-houfes, and along the 
high-roads, from Philadelphia to New Brunfwick ; but behind that place they became 
more fcarce. On coming to Staten Ifland, in the province of New York, I found them 
very common again, near the gardens. Here are not fo many varieties of cherries as 
there are in Penfylvania. I feldom faw any of the black {weet cherries * at New York ; 
but commonly the four red ones. _ All travellers are allowed to pluck ripe fruit as they 
pafs by. Between New Brunfwick and Staten Ifland, are a few cherry-gardens ; but 
proportionarly more orchards, with apple-trees. 

June 6th. \ Several gentlemen and merchants, between fifty and fixty years of age. 
afferted, that during their life they had plainly found feveral kinds of fifh decreafe in 
number every year; and that they could not get near fo many fifh now as they 
could formerly. 

Rum, a brandy prepared from the fugar-canes, and in great ufe with all the Englith 
North American colonies, is reckoned much wholefomer than brandy, made from wine 
or cornt. In confirmation of this opinion, they fay, that if you put a piece of frefh 
meat into rum, and another into brandy, and leave them there for fome months, that 
in the rum will keep as it was, but that in the brandy will be quite eaten, and full of 
holes. But this experiment does not feem a very accurate one to me. Major Roder- 
fort told me, that being upon the Canada expedition, he had obferved, that fuch of his 
men as drank brandy for fome time died of it; but thofe who drank rum were not 
hurt, though they got drunk with it every day, and oftener than the others. 

Long Ifland is the name of an ifland oppofite the town of New York, in the fea. 
The northern part of the ifland is much more fertile than the fouthern. Formerly 
there lived a number of Indians on this ifland; and there are yet fome, which however 
decreafe in number every year, becaufe they leave the ifland. The foil of the fouthern 
part of the ifland is very poor; but this deficiency is made up by a vaft quantity of 
oyfters, lobfters, crabs, feveral kinds of fifh, and numbers of water-fowl, all which are 
there far more abundant than on the northern fhores of the ifland. Therefore the 
Indians formerly chofe the fouthern part to live in, becaufe they {ubfifted on oyfters, 
and other produ@tions of the fea. When the tide is out it is very eafy to fill a whole 
cart with oyfters, which have been driven on fhore by one flood. The ifland is ftrewed 


* Commonly called black-heart cherries. : 

} That rum is among the fpirituous liquors lefs noxious than any one of the reft, is chiefly owing to the 
balfamic quality it gets from the fugar, w ich correéts the ftyptic quality all kinds of brandy and {pirituous 
liquors have. ‘he older the rum is, and the longer it has been kept in a great cafk, the more is its ftypti- 
city correéted. All which has been lately proved by the cleareft experiments, explained and deducted 
ae the molt indifputable principles of chemiftry, in a pamphlet written by that able chemiit Mr. 
Doffie. F. 
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with oyfter-thells and other fhells, which the Indians left there ; thefe fhells ferve now 
for good manure for the fields. The fouthern part of the ifland is turned into meadows, 
and the northern part into fields. The winter is more conftant on the northern part, 
and the fnow in fpring lies longer there than on the fouthern part. The people are 
very fertile here, and commonly tall and ftrong. 

June roth, At noon we left New York, and failed up the river Hudfon, in a yacht 
bound for Albany. All thisafternoon we faw a whole ficet of little boats returning from 
New York,- whither they had brought provifions and other goods for fale, which on 
account of the extenfive commerce of this town, and the great number of its inhabitants, 
go off very well. The river Hudfon runs from north to fouth here, except fome 
high pieces of land which fometimes project far into it, and alter its diredtion ; its 
breadth at the mouth is reckoned about a mile and a quarter. Some porpoifes played 
and tumbled in the river. The eaftern fhore, or the New York fide, was at firft very 
fteep and high; but the weftern was. very floping and covered with woods. There 
appeared farm-houfes on both fides, furrounded with corn-fields. The ground. of 
which the fteep fhores confifted was of a pale brick colour, and fome little rocks of a 
grey fand-ftone were feen here and there. About ten or twelve miles from New York, 
the weftern fhore appears quite different from what it was before; it confifts of fteep 
mountains with perpendicular fides towards the river, and they are exactly like the ftee 
fides of the mountains of Hall and Hunnebarg in Weft Gothland. Sometimes a roc 
projects like the falliant angle of a baftion: the tops of thefe mountains are covered 
with oaks, and other wood ; a number of ftanes of all fizes lay along the fhore, having 
rolled down from the mountains. 

Thefe high and fteep mountains continue for fome Englifh miles on the weftern 
fhore ; but on the eaftern fide the land is high, and fometimes diverfified with hills and 
vallies, which are commonly covered with deciduous trees, amongft which there 
appears a farm now and then in a glade. The hills are covered with ftones in fome 
places. About twelve miles from New York we faw fturgeons * (acipenfer fturio), 
leaping up out of the water, and on the whole paflage we met with porpoifes in the 
river. As we proceeded we found the eaftern banks of the river very much cultivated; 
and a number of pretty farms, furrounded with orchards and fine corn-fields, prefented 
themfelves to our view. About twenty-two miles from New York the high mountains 
which I have before mentioned left us, and made as it were a high ridge here from eaft 
to weft quite acrofs the country. This altered the face of the country on the weftern 
fhore of the river: from mountainous, it became interfperfed with little vallies and 
round hillocks, which were fcarce inhabited at all; but the caftern fhore continued to 
afford us a delightful profpect. After failing a little while in the night, we caft our 
oe and lay here till the morning, efpecially as the tide was ebbing with great 
orce. 

June 11th. This morning we continued our voyage up the river, with the tide and 
a faint breeze. We now pailed the Highland mountains, which were to the eaft of us; 
they confift of a grey fand-ftone, are very high and pretty fteep, and covered with 
deciduous trees, and likewife with firs and red cedars. The weftern fhofe was full of 
rocks, which however did not come up to the height of the mountains on the oppofite 
fhore ; the tops of thefe eaftern mountains were cut off from our fight by a thick fog 
which furrounded them. The country was unfit for cultivation, being fo full of rocks, 


-* The New York fturgeons which 1 faw this year brought over, had fhort blunt nofes, in which par- 
ticular they are different trom the Englihh ones, which have long nofes. 
and: 
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and accordingly we faw no farms. ‘The diftance from thefe mountains to New York 
is computed at thirty-fix Englith miles. : ea. 

‘A thick fog now rofe up from the high mountains. For the fpace of fome Englifh 
milcs we had hills and rocks on the weftern banks of the river ; and a change of leffer 
and greater mountains and vallies covered with young firs, red cedars, and oaks, on the 
eaftern fide. ‘The hills clofe to the river fide are commonly low, but their height 
increafes as they are further from the river. Afierwards we faw, for fome miles 
together; nothing but high round mouftains and vallies, both covered with woods; the 
vallies are in reality nothing but low rocks, and ftand perpendicular towards the river 
in many places. ‘The breadth of the river is fometimes two or three mu‘ket-ihot, but 
commonly not above one; every. now and then we faw feveral kinds of fith leaping 
out of the water. The wind vanifhed away about ten o’clock in the morning, and 
forced us to get forwards with our oars, the tide being almoft fpent. 

The water in the river has here no more a brackith tafte ; yet I was told that the tide, 
efpecially when the wind is fouth, fometimes carries the falt water up higher with ir. 
‘The colour of the water was likewife altered, for it appeared darker here than before. 
To account for the firft origin of rivers is very difficult, if not wholly impoffible; fome 
rivers may, have come from a great refervoir of water, which being confiderably 
encreafed by heavy falls of rain or other circumftances, paffed its old bounds and flowed 
to the lower countries, through the places where it met with the leaft oppofition. 
This is perhaps the reafon why fome rivers run in fo many bendings equally through 
fields of foft earth, as likewife there, where mountains, rocks, and ftones, divert their 

affage. However, it feems that fome rivers derive their firft origin from the creation 
itfelf, and that Providence then pointed out their courfe ; for their exiftence can, in all 
probability, not be owing to the accidental eruption of water alone. Among thefe 
rivers we may rank the river Hudfon: I was furprifed on feeing its courfe, and the 
variety of its fhores, It takes its rife a.good way above Albany, and defcends to New 
York, in a direé&t line from north to fouth, which is a diftance of about a hundred 
and fixty Engl:fh miles, and perhaps more ; for the little bendings which it makes are 
of no fignification. In many places between New York and Albany are ridges of high 
mountains running weft and eaft. But it is remarkable that they go on undifturbed 
till they come to the river Hudfon, which cuts direétly acrofs them, and frequently 
their fides ftand perpendicular towards the river. There is an opening left in the chain 
of mountains, as broad as the river commonly is, for it to pals through, and the 
mountains go on as before, on the other fide, in the fame direction, It is likewife 
remarkable that the river in fuch places where it paffes through the mountains is as 
deep, and often deeper than in the other places. ‘Ihe perpendicular rocks on the fides 
of the river are furprifing, and it appears that if no paflages had been opened by Pro-’ 
vidence, for the river to pals through, the mountains in the upper part of the country 
would have been inundated, fince thefe mountains, like fo many dykes, would have 
hindered the-water from going on. Quere, Why does this river go on in a direct line 
for fo confiderable a diftance? Why do the many paflages, through which the river 
flows acrofs the mountains, lie under the fame meridian ? Why are water-falls near fome 
of thefe paffages, or at leaft {hallow water with a rocky ground? . 

‘We now perceived exceffive high and fteep mountains on both fides of the river, 
which echoed back each found we uttered. Yet notwithftanding they were fo high 
and fteep, they were covered with fmall trees. 

The BlueMountains, which reared their towering tops above all theother mountains, 
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The country began here to look more cultivated, and tefs mountainous. 

The lait of the high weftern mountains is called Butterhill,’ after which the county 
between the mountains grows more fpacious. The farms became very numerous, and 
we had a profpett of many corn-fields, between the hills: before we paffed thefe hills 
we had the wind in our face, and we could only get forward by tacking, which went 
very flow, as the river was hardly a mufket-fhot in breadth. Afterwards we caft 

anchor, becaufe we had both wind and tide againg} us. 
WWhilft we waited for the return of tide, and the change of wind, we went on 
fhore. : 

"The faffafras-tree (laurus faffafras) and the chefnut-tree grows here in great 
abundance. 1 found the tulip-tree (liriodendron tulipifera) in fome parts of the wood, 
as likewife the kalmia latifolia, which was now in full bloffom, though the flowers were 
already withering. ; ‘ 

Some time after noon the wind arofe from fouth-weft, which being a fair wind, we 
weighed anchor, and continued our voyage. ‘The place where we lay at anchor was 
jutt the end of thofe fteep and amazing high mountains : their height is very amazing 5 
they confift of grey rock-ftone, and clofe to them on the fhores lay a vaft number of 
little ftones. As foon as we had paffed thefe mountains, the country became clearer 
of mountains, and higher. The river likewife increafed in breadth, fo as to be near 
an Englifh mile broad. After failing for fome time, we found no more mountains 
along the river; but on the eaftern fide goes a high chain of mountains to the north- 

-eaft, whofe fides are covered’with woods up to one-half of their height. The fummits 
however are quite barren, for { fuppofe that nothing would grow there, on account of 
the great degree of heat*, drynefs, and the violence of the wind, to which that part 
is expofed. “The eaftern fide of the river is much more cultivated than the weftern, 
where we feldom faw 4 houfe, the land being covered with woods, though it is in 
general very level. About fifty-fix Englifh miles from New York the country is not 
very high; yet it is every where covered with woods, except fome new farms which 
were {cattered here and there. The high mountains which we left in the afternoon, 
now appeared above the woods and the country. Thefe mountains which were called 
the Highlands, did not project more north than the other, in the place where we 
anchored, Their fides (not thofe towards the river) were feldom perpendicular, 
but loping, fo that one could clime up to the top, though not without difficulty. 

On feveral high grounds near the river, the people burnt lime. The matter of the 
yacht told me, that they break a fine blueifh grey lime-ftone in the high grounds along 
both fides of the river, for the fpace of fome Englifh miles, and burn lime’of it. Bug 
at forne miles diftance there is no more lime-ftone, and they find alfo none on the banks 
till they come-to Albany. ; 

‘We paffed by a little neck of land, which projected on the weftern fide of the river, 
and was called Dance. ‘he name of this place is faid to derive its origin from a 
feftival which the Dutch celebrated here in former times, and at which they danced 
and diverted themfelves; but once there came a number of Indians, who killed 
them all. 

We caft anchor late at night, becaufe the wind ceafed and the tide was ebbing. The 
depth of the river is twelve fathoms here. 


* Mr. Kalm was certainly miftaken by thinking the fummits of thefe mountains without wood, on 
account of the great degree of heat ; for it isa general notion founded on experience, that the fun operates 
not fo much on the topsof mountains, asin plains or vallies, and the cold often hinders the increaf: of wood 
on the fummits of high mountains. * 
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The fire-flies. paffed the river in numbers at night, and fométimes fettled upon the 
rigging. . 

gees rath, This morning we proceeded with the tide, but againft the wind. The 
‘river was here a mufket-fhot broad. The country in general is low on both fides, 
confifting of low rocks and ftony fields, which are however covered with woods. It 
isfo rocky, ftony, and poor, that nobody can fettle in it or inhabit it, there being no 
{pot of ground fit for a corn-field. The country continued to have the fame appear- 
ance for the {pace of fome miles, and we never perceiyed one fettlement. At eleven 
o’clock this morning we came to a little ifland, which lies in the middle of the river, 
and is faid to be half-way between New York and Albany. The thores are ftill low, 
ftony, and rocky, as before. But at a greater diftance we faw high mountains, 
covered with woods, chiefly on the weftern fhore, raifing their tops above the reft of 
the country : and ftill further off, the blue mountains rofe up above them. Towards 
noon it was quite calm, and we went on very flow. Here the land is well cultivated, 
efpecially on the eaftern fhore, and full of great corn-fields ; yet the foil feemed fandy. 
Several villages Jay on the eaftern fide, and one of them called Strafhurg, was 
inhabited by a number of Germans. To the weft we faw feveral cultivated places, 
The blue mountains are very plainly‘to be feen here. They appear through the 
clouds, and tower above all other mountains. The river is full an Englifh mile broad 
oppofite Strafburg. : 

They make ufe of a yellow agaricus, or mufhroom, which grows on maple-trees, 
for tinder ; that which is found on the red-flowering maple (acer rubrum) is reckoned 
the beft, and next in goodnefs is that of the fugar-maple (acer faccarinum), which is 
fometimes reckoned as good as the former. 

Rhinbeck isa place at fome diftance from Strafburg, further off from the river. It 
is inhabited by many Germans, who have a church there. : 

At two in the afternoon it began again to blow from the fouth, which enabled us 
to proceed. The country on the eaftern fide is high, and confifts of a well cultivated foil. 
We had fine corn-fields, pretty farms, and good orchards in view. The weftern fhore 
is likewife fomewhat high, but ftill covered with woods, and we now and then, though 
feldom, faw one or two little fettlements. The river is above an Englifh mile broad in 
moft places, and comes in a ftrait line from the north, fo that we could not fometimes 
follow it with our eye. 

June 13th. The wind favoured our voyage during the whole night, fo that I had 
no opportunity of obferving the nature of the country. This morning at five o’clock 
we were but nine Englith miles from Albany. The country on both fides the river is 
eae and covered with woods, excepting a few little fcattered fettlements. Under the 

igher fhores of the river are wet meadows, covered with fword-grafs (carex), and they 
formed feveral little iflands. We faw no mountains; and haftened towards Albany. 
‘The land on both fides of the river is chiefly low, and more carefully cultivated as we 
came nearer to Albany. 

As to the houfes which we faw, fome were of wood, others of ftone. The river is 
feldom above a mufket-fhot broad, and in feveral parts of it are fands, which require 
great experience for governing the yachts. At eight o’clock in the morning we arrived 
at Albany. 

All the yachts which ply between Albany and New York, belong to Albany. They 
go up and down the river Hudfon, as long asit is open and free from ice. They bring 
from Albany boards or planks, and all forts of timber, flour, peafe, and furs, which 


they get from the Indians, or which are fmuggled from the French. They come tome 
almn: 
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almoft empty, and only bring a few merchandizes with them, among which rum ig 
the chief. This laft is abfolutely neceffary to the inhabitants of Albany; they cheat 
the Indians in the fur trade with it; for when the Indians are drunk, they will leaye 
jt to the Albanians to fix the price of the furs. The yachts are pretty large, and have 
a good cabin, in which the paffengers can be very commodioutly lodged. They are 
commonly built of red cedar, or of white oak. Frequently, the bottom confitts of 
white oak, and the fides of red cedar, becaufe the latter withftands putrefaction much 
longer than the former. Thered cedar is likewife apt to {plit when it is {truck againft 
any thing, and the river Hudfon is in many parts full of fands and rocks, againft 
which the keel of the yacht fometimies hits ; therefore they choofe white oak for the 
bottom, as being the fofter wood, and not fplitting fo eafily : and the bottom being 
continually, under water, is not fo much expofed to putrefaction, and holds out 
longer. a 

‘The canoes which the yachts have along with them are made of a fingle piece of 
wood, hollowed out ; they are fharp on both ends, frequently three or four fathoms 
long, and as broad as the thicknefs of the wood will allow. ‘The people in it do not 
row fitting, but commonly a fellow ftands at each end, with a fhort oar in his hand 
with which he governs and brings the canoe forwards. Thofe which are made here 
at Albany, are commonly of the white pine ; they can do fervice for eight or twelve 
years, efpecially if they be tarred and painted. At Albany they make them of the white 
pine, fince there is no other wood fit for them; at New York they are made: of the 
tulip-tree, and in other parts they are made of red or white cedars: but both thefe 
trees-are fo {mall, in the neighbourhood of Albany, that they are unfit for canoes; 
there are no feats in the canoes, for if they had any, they would be more liable to be 
overfet, as one could not keep the equilibrium fo well. 

Battoes* are another kind of boats, which are much in ufe in Albany: they are 
made of boards of white pine ; the bottom is flat that they may row the better in fhallow 
water ; they are fharp at both ends, and fomewhat higher towards the end than in the 
middle. They have feats in them, and are rowed as common boats. They are long, 
yet not all alike, commonly three, and fometimes four fathoms long. The height 
from the bottom to the top of the board (for the fides ftand almoft perpendicular) ig 
from twenty inches to two feet, and the breadth in the middle about a yard and fix 
inches. They are chiefly made ufe of for carrying goods, by means of the rivers, to 
the Indians ; thatis, when thofe rivers are open enough for the battoes to pafs through, 
and when they need not be carried by land a great way. The boats made of the 
bark of trees, break eafily by knocking againft a ftone, and the canoes cahnot 
carry a great cargo, and are eafily overfet ; the battoes are therefore preferable 
to them both. I faw no boats here like thofe in Sweden, and other parts of # 
Europe. 

The froft does frequently a great deal of damage at Albany. There is hardly a 
month in fummer during which a froft does not happen. The fpring comes very late, 
and in April and May are numerous cold nights, which frequently kill the flowers of 
trees and kitchen herbs. It was feared that the bloffoms of the apple-trees had been fo 
feverely damaged by the froft laft May, that next-autumn there would be but very few 
apples. ‘The oak bloffoms are very often killed by the froft in the wood® The 
autumn here is of long continuance, with warm days and nights, However, the cold 


* From the French bateaux (boats), 
AED nights- 
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nights commonly commence towards the end of Septeniber, and are frequent. in 
OGober. The people are forced to keep their cattle in ftables from the middle of 
November’ til March or April, and muft find them hay during that time.*. 

During fummer the wind blows commonly from the fouth, and brings a great drought 
along with it. Sometimes it rains a little, and as foon as it has rained the wind veers to 
north-weft, blowing for feveral days from that point, and then returning to the fouth, 
T have had frequent opportunities of feeing this change of wind happen very exactly, 
both this year and the following. 

June rsth, The enclofures were made of boards of fir-wood, of which there is? 
abundance in the extenfive woods, and many faw-mills to cut it into boards, 

The feveral forts of apple-trees grow very well here, and bear as fine fruit as in any 
other part of North America, Each farm has a large orchard. They have fome 
apples here, which are very large, and very palatable; they are fent to New York, 
and other places asa rarity. They make excellent cyder in autumn, in the country 
round Albany. 

All the kinds of cherry-trees, which have been planted here, fucceed very. well. 

Pear-trees do not fucceed here. “This was complained of in many other parts of North 
America. But I fear that they do not take fufficient care in the management and 
planting of them; for I had feen fine pears in feveral parts of North America. 

Peach-trees have often been planted here, and never would fucceed well. ‘This wag 
attributed to a worm which lives in the ground, and eats through the root, fo that the 
tree dies. Perhaps the feverity of the winter contributes much to it. 

They plant no other fruit-trees at Albany befides thefe I have mentioned. 

They fow as much hemp and flax here as they want for home confumption, . 

They fow maize in great abundance: a loofe foil is reckoned the beft for this 
purpofe ; for it will not grow in clay: from half a bufhel they reap a hundred buthels. 
They reckon maize a very good kind of corn, becaufe the shoots recovers after being 
hurt by the froft. They have had examples here of the fhoots dying twice in fpring, 
to the very ground, and yet they fhot up again afterwards, and afforded an excellent ' 
crop. Maize has likewife the advantage of ftanding much longer againft a drought 
than wheat. The larger fort of maize which is commonly fown here, ripens in 
September. 

‘They fow wheat in the neighbourhood of Albany, with great advantage. From 
one buthel they get twelve fometimes ; if the foil be good, they get twenty buthels. 
If their crop amounts only to ten buthels from one, they think it very trifling. The 
inhabitants of the country round Albany are Dutch and Germans, \ The Germans 
live in feveral great villages, and fow great quantities of wheat, which is brought to 

® Albany ; and from thence they fent many yachts laden with flour to New York. The 
wheat flour from Albany is reckoned the beft in all North America, except that from 
Sopus or King’s Town, a place between Albany and New York. All the bread in 
Albany is made of wheat. At New York they pay the Albany flour with feveral fhillings 
more per hundred weight than that from other places. 

Rye is likewife fown here, but not fo generally as wheat. 

They,do not fow much barley here, becaufe they do not reckon the profits very 
great. “Wheat is fo plentiful that they make malt of it. In the neighbourhood of New 
York I faw great fields fown with barley. 


* The reader muft reckon all this according to the old file. 
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They do not fow more oats than are neceffury ‘for their’ horfes. dealt 

The Dutch and Germans whe live hereabouts, fow peafe in great abundance ; they. 
fucceed very well, and are annually carried to New York, in great quantities. They 
have been free from infets for a confiderable time; but of late years the fame beetles 
which deftroy the peafe in Penfylvania, New Jerfey, and the lower parts of the province 
of New York, have likewife appeared abundant among the peafe here. It is a real 
lofs to this town, and to the other parts of North America, which ufed to get peafe 
from hence for their own confumption, and that of their failors. It had been found 
that if they procured. good peafe from Albany, and fowed them near King’s Town, or 
the lower part of the province of New York, they fucceeded very well the firft year, 
but were fo full of worms the fecond, and following years, that nobody could or would 
eat them. Some people put afhes into the pot, among the peafe, when they will not 
boil, or foften well ; but whether this is wholefome and agreeable to the palate, I do 
not know. 

Potatoes are generally planted. Some people preferred afhes to fand for keeping 
them in during winter. 

The Bermuda potatoes (convolvulus batatas) have likewife been planted here, and 
fucceed pretty well. The greateft difficulty is to keep them during winter ; for they 
generally rot in that feafon. ; 

The humming-bird (trochilus colubris) comes to this place fometimes ; but it is 
rather a {carce bird. ; 

The fhingles with which the houfes are covered are made of the white pine, which 
is reckoned as good and as durable, and fometimes better, than the white cedar (cupref- 
fus thyoides). The white pine is found abundant here, in fuch places where common 
pines grow in Europe. Ihave never feen them in the lower parts of the province of 
New York, nor in New Jerfey and Penfylvania. They faw a vaft quantity of deal 
from the white pine on this fide of Albany, which are brought down to New York, and 
from thence exported. : 

The woods abound with vines, which likewife grow on the fteep banks of the river 
in farprifing quantities. They climbed to the tops of trees on the bank, and bent them 
by their weight ; but where they found ‘no trees, they hung down along the fteep 
fhores, and covered them entirely. The grapes are eaten after the froft has attacked 
them ; for they are too four before. They are not much ufed any other way. 

The.vaft woods and uninhabited grounds between Albany and Canada contain im- 
menfe fwarms of gnats, which annoy the travellers. To be in fome meafure fecured 
againit thefe infects, fome befmear their face with butter or greafe; for the gnats do 
not like to fettle on greafy places. The great heat makes boots very uneafy ; but to 
prevent the gnats from ftinging the legs, they wrap fome paper round them, under the 
ftockings. Some travellers wear caps which cover the whole face, and have fome 
gauze before their eyes. At night they lie in tents, if they can carry any with them; 
and make a great fire at the entrance, by the fmoke of which the gnats are ‘driven 
away. : 

The porpoifes feldom go higher up the river Hudfon than the falt water goes; after 
that, the fturgeons filltheir place. It has however fometimes happened, that porpoifes 
have gone quite up to Albany. . 

The fire-flies (lampyris) which are the fame that are fo common in Penfylvania 
during fummer, are here feen in abundance every night. They fly up and down in 

_ the ftreets of this town. They come into the houfes, if the doors and windows are 
open, 


‘ : feveral 
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Several of the Penfylvanian trees are not to be met with in thefe woods, viz. 

Magnolia glauca, the beaver-tree. 

Nyfia aquatica, the tupelo-tree. 

Liquidambar ftyraciflua, the fweet-gum tree. 

Diofpyros Virginiana, the perfimon. . 

Liriodendron tulipifera, the tulip-tree. 

Juglans nigra, the black walnut-tree. 

Quercus . the fwamp oak. 

Cercis Canadenfis, the fallad-tree. 

Robinia pfeudacacia, the locuft-tree. 

Gleditfia triacanthos, the honey-locuft-tree. 

Annona muricata, the papaw-tree. 

Celtis occidentalis, the nettle-tree ; and a number of fhrubs, which are never found 
here. 

Yhe more northerly fituation of the place, the height of the blue mountains, and 
the courfe of the rivers, which flow here fouthward into the fea, and accordingly carry 

’ the feeds of plants from north to fouth, and not the contrary way, are chiefly Re caufes 
that feveral plants which grow in Penfylvania cannot be found here. 

This afternoon I went to fee an ifland which lies’ in the middle of the river, about a 
mile below the town. This ifland is an Englifh mile long, and not above a quarter of a 
mile broad. It is almoft entirely turned into corn-fields ; and is inhabited by a fingle 
planter, who, befides poffeffing this ifland, is the owner of two more. Here we faw no 
woods, except a few trees which were left round the ifland on the fhore, and formed as it 
were a tall and great hedge. The red maple (acer rubrum) grows in abundance in 
feveral places. Its leaves are white or filvery on the under fides, and when agitated b 
the wind, they make the tree appear as if it was full of white flowers. ‘lhe water-beec! 
(platanus occidentalis) grows to a great height, and is one of the moft fhady trees here. 
‘The water-poplar* is the moft common tree hereabouts, grows exceedingly well on 
the fhores of the river, and is as tall as the talleft of our afps. In fummer it affords 
the beft fhade for men and cattle againft the fcorching heat. On the banks of rivers 
and lakes it is one of the moft ufeful trees, becaufe it holds the foil by its extenfive 
branched roots, and prevents the water from wafhing it away. ‘The water-beech and 
the elm-tree (ulmus) ferve the fame purpofe. The wild prune-trees were plentiful 
here, and were full of unripe fruit: its wood is not made ufe of; but its fruit is eaten. 
Sumach (rhus glabra) is plentiful here; as alfo the wild vines, which climb up the 
trees, and creep along the high fhores of the river. I was told that the grapes ripen 
very late, though they were already pretty large. 

The American elm-tree (ulmus Americana) formed feveral high hedges. The foil 
of this ifland is a rich mould, mixed with fand, which is chiefly employed in maize 
plantations. There were likewife large fields of potatoes, The whole ifland was leafed 
for one hundred pounds of New York currency. ‘The perfon who had taken the leafe 
again let fome greater and fome f{maller lots of ground to the inhabitants of Albany, 
for making kitchen gardens of, and by that means reimburfed himfelf. Portulack 
(portulaca oleracea) grows f{pontaneoufly here in great abundance, and looks very 


well,  & 





_ * Populus glandulis variis bafi foliorum adnexis, foliis cordato-deltoidibus, acuminatis, ferrato-angulofis, 
utrinque glabris. — An populus heterophylla Linnzi ? 
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June 2oth. ‘The tide in the river Hudfon ‘goes about eight or ten Englith miles 
above Albany; and confequently runs one hundred and fifty-fix Englith miles from the 
fea. In fpring, when the fnow melts, there is hardly any flowing near this town ; for 
the great quantity of water which comes from the mountains during that feafon occa- 
fions a continual ebbing. This likewife happens after heavy rains. 

The cold is generally reckoned very fevere here. ‘The ice in the"river Hudfon is 
commonly three or four feet thick. On the 3d of April fome of the inhabitants 
croffed the river with fix pair of horfes. The ice commonly diffolves about the end 
of March or beginning of April. Great pieces of ice come down about that time, 
which fometimes carry with them the houfes that ftand clofe to the fhore. The water 
is very high at that time in the river, becaufe the ice ftops fometimes, and fticks in places 
where the river is narrow. The water has been often obferved to rife three fathoms 
higher than it commonly is in fummer. The ground is frozen here in winter to the 
depth of three, four, or five feet. On the 16th of November the yachts are put up, 
and about the beginning or middle of April they are in motion again. ; 

The water of feveral wells in this town was very cool about this time; but had a 
kind of acid tafte, which was not very agreeable. On a nearer examination, I found 
an abundance of little infeéts in it, which were probably monoculi. Their length was 
different ; fome were a geometrical line and an half, others two, and others four lines 
lung: they were very narrow, and ofa pale‘colour. The head was blacker and thicker 
than the other parts of the body, and about the fize of a pin’s head. The tail was di- 
vided into two branches, and each branch terminated in a little black globule. When 
thefe infects fwim, they proceed in crooked or undulated lines, almoft like tadpoles, 
T poured fome of this water into a bowl, and put near a fourth part of rum to it. The 
monoculi, inftead of being affeéted with it, fwam about as brifkly as they had done in 
the water. This fhews, that ifone makes punch with this water, it muft be very {trong 
to kill the monoculi. I think this water is not very wholefome for people who are 
not ufed to it, though the inhabitants of Albany, who drink it every day, fay, they do 
not feel the leaft inconvenience from it. I have been feveral times obliged to drink 
water here, in which I have plainly feen monoculi fwimming ; but I generally felt the 
next day fomewhat like a pea in my throat, or as if I had a fwelling there ; and this 
continued for above a week. I felt fuch fwellings this year, both at Albany and in 
other parts. My fervant, Yungftroem, likewife got a great pain in his breaft, and a 
_ fenfation as from a fwelling, after drinking water with monoculi in it; but whether 

thefe infeéts occafioned it,or whether it came from fome other caufe, I cannot afcertain. 
However, I have always endeavoured as much as poffible to do without fuch water 
as had monoculi in it. I-have found monoculi in very cold water taken from the 
deepeft wells, in different parts of this country. Perhaps many of our difeafes arife 
from waters of this kind, which we do not fufficiently examine. I have frequently 
obferved abundance of minute infeéts in water, which has been remarkable for its 
clearnefs. Almoft each houfe in Albany has its well, the water of which is applied to 
common ufe ; but for tea, brewing, and washing, they commonly take the water of the 
river Hudfon, which flows clofe by the town. This water is generally quite muddy, 
and‘very warm in fummer ; and, on that account, it is kept in cellars, in order that the’ 
flime may fubfide, and that the water may cool a little. @ 

‘We lodged with a gunfmith, who told us, that the beft charcoals for the forge 
were made of the black pine. The next in goodnefs, in his opinion, were charcoals - 
made of the beech-tree. ; 

The 
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The beft. and deareft ftocks for his mofkets were made of the wood of the wild 
cherry-tree ; and next to thefe he valued thofe’ of. the red maple moft. They {carce 
make ufe of any other wood for this purpofe. The-black walnut-tree affords excel- 
lent wood for ftocks; but it does not grow in the neighbourhood of Albany. 

June 21ft, Next to the town of New York, Albany is tlie principal town, or at 
leat, the moft wealthy, in the province of New York. It is fituated on the declivity of 
ahill, clofetothe weftern fhore of the river Hudfon, about one hundred and forty-fix 
Englith miles from New York. The town extends along the river, which flows 
here from N.N.E. toS.S.W. The high mountains in the weft, above the town, 
bound the profpec on that fide. There are two churches in Albany, an Englifh one 
anda Dutch one. The Dutch church ftands at fome diftance from the river, on the 
eaft fide of the market. It is built of ftone; and in the middle it hasa {mall fteeple, 
with a bell... Ithas but one minifter, who preaches twice every Sunday. The Englith 
church is fituated on the hill, at the weft end of the market, dire€tly under the fort. 
It is likewife built of ftone, but hasno fteeple. There was no fervice at this church at 
this time, becaufe they had no minifter; and all the people underftood Dutch, the 
garrifon excepted. The minifter of this church has a fettled income of one hundred 
pounds fterling, which he gets from England. The town-hall lies to the fouthward 
of the Dutch church, clofe by the river fide. It is a fine building of ftone, three 
ftories high. It has a fmall tower or fteeple, with a bell, and a gilt ball and vane at. 
the top of it. ' E 

The houfes in this town are very neat, and partly built with ftones covered with 
fhingles of the white pine. Some are-flated with tiles from Holland, becaufe the clay 
of this neighbourhood is not reckoned fit for tiles. Moft of the houfes are built in 
the old way, with the gable-end towards the ftreet ;.a few excepted, which were 
lately built in the manner now ufed. A great number of houfes were built like thofe 
of New Brunfwick, which I have defcribed; the gable-end being built, towards the 
ftreet, of bricks, and all the other walls of planks. The outfide of the houfes is never 
covered with lime or mortar, nor have I feen it practifed in any North American 
towns which I have vifited ; and the walls do not feem to be damaged by the air. 
The gutters on the roofs reach almoft to the middle of the ftreet. This preferves the 
walls from being damaged by the rain, but is extremely difagreeable in rainy weather 
for the people in the ftreets, there being hardly any means of avoiding the water from 
the gutters. The ftreet-doors are generally in the middle of the houfes; and on both 
fides are feats, on which, during fair weather, the people fpend almoft the whole day, 
efpecially on thofe which are in the fhadow of the houfes. In the evening thefe feats 
are covered with people of both fexes; but this is rather troublefome, as thofe who 
pafs by are obliged to greet every body, unlefs they will fhock the politenefs of the 
inhabitants of this town. ‘he ftreets are broad, and fome of them are paved; in 
fome parts they are lined with trees ; the long ftreets are almoft parallel to the river, 
and the others interfeé&t them at right angles. he ftreet which goes between the two 
churches is five times broader than the others, and ferves as a market-place. The 
ftreets upon the whole are very dirty, becaufe the people leave their cattle in them 
during the fummer nights. There are two market-places in the town, to which the 
country people refort twice a weck. : 

The fort lies higher than any other building, on a high fteep hill on the weft fide of 
the town. It is a great building of ftone, furrounded with high and thick walls; its 
fituation is very bad, as it can only ferve to keep off plundering parties, without being 
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able to fuftaina fiege. There are numerous high hills to the weft of the fort, which 
command it, and from whehce one.may fee all that is done within it. There is com- 
monly an officer and a number of foldiers quartered init. They fay the fort contains a 
{pring of water. ; 

The fituation of Albany is very advantageous in regard to trade. The river Hudfon, 
which flows clofe by it, is from twelve to twenty feet deep. ‘There ignot yet any quay 
made for the better lading of the yachts, becaufe the people feared it would fuffer 
greatly, or be entirely carried away in fpring by the ice, which then comes down the 
river; the veffels which are in ufe here may come pretty near the fhore in order to be 
laden, and heavy goods are brought to them upon canoes tied together. Albany’ 
carries‘on a confiderable commerce with New York, chiefly in furs, boards, wheat, 
flour, peafe, feveral kinds of timber, &c. There is not a place in. all the Britith 
colonies, the Hudfon’s Bay fettlements excepted, where fuch quantities of furs and 
fkins are bought of the Indians as at Albany. Moft of the merchants in this town 
fend a clerk or agent to Ofwego, an Englifh trading town upon the lake Ontario, to 
which the Indians refort with their furs. I intend to give a more minute account of 
this place in my journal for the year 1750. The merchants from Albany {pend the 
whole fummer at Ofwego, and trade with many tribes of Indians who come to them 
with their goods. Many people have affured me, that the Indians are frequently 
cheated in difpofing of their goods, efpecially when they are in liquor, and that fome- 
times they do not get one half of the value of their goods. I have been a witnefs to 
feveral tranfactions of this kind. ‘The merchants of Albany glory in thefe tricks, and 
are highly pleafed when they have given a poor Indian a greater portion of brandy than 
he can bear, and when they can after that get all his goods for mere trifles. The 
Indians often find, when they are fober again, that they have been cheated, they 
grumble fomewhat, but are foon fatisfied when they refle€t that they have for once 
drank as much as they are able, of a liquor which they value beyond any thing elfe in 
the whole world, and they are quite infenfible to their lofs if they again get a draught 
of this ne€tar. Befides this trade at Ofwego, a number of Indians come to Albany 
from feveral parts, efpecially from Canada; but from this latter place, they hardly 
bring any thing but beaver-fkins. There is a great penalty in Canada for carrying furs 
to the Englith, that trade belonging to the French Weft India Company ;. notwith- 
ftandimg which the French merchants in Canada carry ona confiderable fmuggling 
trade. They fend their furs, by means of the Indians, to their correfpondents at 
Albany, who purchafe it at the price which they have fixed upon with the French 
merchants. The Indians take in return feveral kinds of cloth, and other goods, which 
may be got here at a lower rate than thofe which are fent to Canada from France. 

The greater part of the merchants at Albany have extenfive eftates in the country, 
and a great deal of wood. _If their eftates havea little brook, they do not fail to erect 
a faw-mill upon it for fawing boards and planks, with which commodity many yachts 
go during the whole fummer to New York, having fcarce any other lading than 
boards. . 

Many people at Albany make the wampum of the Indians, which is their ornament 
and their money, by grinding fome kinds of fhells and mufcles ; this is a confiderable 
profit to the inhabitants. I fhall {peak of this kind of money in the fequel. The 
extenfive trade which the inhabitants of Albany carry on, and their fparing manner of 
life, in the Dutch way, contribute to the confiderable wealth which many of them 
acquire. 
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The inhabitants of Albany and its environs are almoft all Dutchmen. They fpeak 
Dutch, have Dutch preachers, and divine fervice is performed in that language : their 
manners are likewife quite Dutch; their drefs is however like that of the Englith. Ie 
is well known that the firft Europeans who fettled in the province of New York were 
Dutchmen. During the time that they were the matters of this province, they poffeffed 
themfelves of Nev Sweden*, of which they were jealous. However, the pleafure of 
poffeffing this conquered land and their own, was but of hort duration ; for towards 
the end of 1664, Sir Robert Carre, by order of King Charles the Second, went to 
New York, then New Amfterdam, and took it. Soon after Colonel Nichols went to 
Albany, which then bore the name of Fort Orange, and upon taking it, named it 
Albany, from the Duke of York’s Scotch title. The Dutch inhabitants were allowed 
either .to continue where they were, and, under the proteétion of the Englith, to 
enjoy all their former privileges, or to leave the country. The greater part of 
them chofe to ftay, and from them the Dutchmen are defcended, who now live in 
the province of New York, and who poffefs the greateft and beft eftates in that pro- 
vince. 

The avarice and felfifhnefs of the inhabitants of Albany are very well known 
throughout all North America, by the Englifh, by the French, and even by the 
Dutch, in the lower part of New York province. If a Jew, who underftands the art 
of getting forward perfectly well, fhould fettle amongft them, they would not fail to- 
ruinhim. For this reafon nobody comes to this place without the moft preffing necef- 
fity ; and therefore I was afked in feveral places, what induced me to go to it, two 
years one after another. I likewife found that the judgment, which people formed of 
them, was not without foundation. For though they folds fee any Mtrangers, (except 
thofe who go from the Britifh colonies to-‘Canada and back again) and one might there- 
fore expect to find vi€tuals and accommodation for travellers cheaper than in places + 
where travellers always refort to, yet I experienced the contrary. 1 was here obliged 
‘to pay for every thing twice, thrice, and four times as dear as in any part of North 
America which I have paffed through. If I wanted their affiftance, I was obliged to 
pay them very well for it, and when I wanted to purchafe any thing, or to be helped 
in fome cafeor other, I could prefently fee what kind of blood ran into their veins ; for 
they either fed exorbitant prices for their fervices, or were very backward to ailift 
me. Such was this people in general. However, there were fome amongft them who 
equalled any in North America, or any where elfe, in politenefs, equity, goodnefs, 
and readinefs to ferve and to oblige ; but their number fell far fhort of that of the for- 
mer. IfE may be allowed to declare my conjectures, the origin of the inhabitants of 
Albany and its neighbourhood feems to me to be as follows. Whilft the Dutch poffeffed 
this country, and intended to people it, the government took up a pack of vagabonds, 
of which they intended to clear the country, and fent them along with a number of 
other fettlers to this province. ‘The vagabonds were fent far from the other colonifts, 
upon the borders towards the Indians and other enemies, arid a few honett families 
were perfuaded to go with them, in order to keep them in bounds. I cannot any 
other way account for the difference between the inhabitants of Albany, and the other 
defcendants of fo refpeétable a nation as the Dutch, who are fettled in the lower part 
of New York province. The latter are civil, obliging, juft in the prices, and fincere ; 

‘and though they are not ceremonious, yet they are well meaning and honeft, and their 
promifes are to be relied on. 
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; The behaviour of the inhabitants of Albany, during the war between England and 
France, which was ended with the peace of Aix la Chapelle, -has, among feveral other 
gaufes, contributed to make them the obje& of hatred in all the Britith colonies, but 
‘more efpecialiy in New England. For at the beginning of that war, when the Indians 
of both parties had received orders to commence hoftilities, the French engaged theirs 
to attack the inhabitants of New England; which they faithfully executed, killing 
every body they met with, and carrying off whatever they found. During this time 
the people of Albany remained neutral, and carried on a great trade with the very 
Indians who murdered the inhabitants of New England. The plate, fuch as filver- 
fpoons, bowls, cups, &c. of which the Indians robbed: the houfes in New England, 
was carried to Albany, for fale. The people of that town bought up thefe filver 
veffels, though the names of the owners were graved on many of them, and en+ 
couraged the Indians to get more of them, promifing to pay them well, and what- 
ever they would demand. This was afterwards interpreted by the inhabitants of 
New England, as if the Albanians encouraged the Indians to kill more of the people, 
who were in a manner their brothers, and who were fubje€ts of the fame crown. 
Upon the firft news of this behaviour, which the Indians ‘themfelves fpread in New 
England, the inhabitants of the latter province were greatly incenfed, and threatened, 
that the firft ftep they would take in another war, would be to burn Albany, and the 
adjacent parts. In the prefent.war it would fufficiently appear how backward the other 
Britith provinces in America are in affifting Albany, and the neighbouring places, in 
cafe of an attack from the French or Indians*. The hatred which the Englifh bear 
againft the people, at Albany, is very great, but that of the Albanians againft the 
Englifh is carried toa ten times higher degree. This hatred has fubfifted ever fince the 
time when the: Englifh conquered this country, and is not yet extinguifhed, though 
they could never have got fuch advantages under the Dutch government, as they have. 
obtained under that of the Englifh, For, in a manner, their privileges are greater. 
than thofe of Englithmen, 

‘The inhabitants of Albany are much more fparing than the Englith. The meat 
which is ferved up is often infufficient to fatisfy the ftomach, and the bowl does not 
circulate fo freely as amongft the Englifh. The women are perfe@tly well acquainted 
with ceconomy ; they rife early, go to fleep very late, and are almoft over-nice and 
cleanly in regard to the floor, which is frequently fcoured feveral times in the week. 
The fervants in the town are chiefly negroes. Some of the inhabitants wear their own 
hair, but itis very fhort, without a bag or queue, which are looked upon as the 
charaeriftics of Frenchmen ; and as I wore my hair in a bag the firft daft I came 
here from Canada, I was furrounded with children, who called me Frenchman, and 
fome of the boldeft offered to pull at my French drefs, 

Their meat, and manner of drefling it, is very different from that of the Englith. 
Their breakfaft is tea, commonly without milk. About thirty or forty years ago, tea 
was unknown to them,-and they breakfafted either upon bread and butter, or bread 
and milk. ‘They never put fugar into the cup, but take a finall bit of it into their 
mouths whilft they drink. Along with the tea they eat bread and butter, with flices 
of kung beef. Coffee is not ufual here; they breakfaft generally about feven. Their 
dinner is butter-milk and bread, to which sly fometimes add fugar, then it is a de- 
licious difh for them; or frefh milk and bread ; or boiled or roafted fleth. They 
fometimes make ufe of butter-milk inftead of freth milk, to boil a thin kind of porridge 
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with, which taftes very four, but not difagreeable in hot weather. To each dinner they: 
have a great fallad, prepared with abundance of vinegar, and very little or no oil. 
They frequently eat butter-milk, bread, and fallad, one mouthful after another. Their 
fupper is generally bread and butter, and milk and bread. They fometimes eat cheefe 
at breakfaft and at dinner; it is not in flices, but feraped or rafped, fo as- to refemble 
coarfe flour, whieh they pretend adds to the good tafte of cheefe. They commonly 
drink very fmall beer, or pure water. 

The governor of New York often confers at Albany with the Indians of the Five 
Nations, or the Iroquefe, (Mohawks, Senekas, Cayugaws, Onondagoes, and Onidoes) 
efpecially when they intend either to make war upon, or to continue a war againft the 
French. Sometimes their deliberations likewife turn upon their converfion to the 
chriftian religion, and it appears by the anfwer of one of the Indian chiefs, or Sachems, 
to Governor Hunter, at a conference in this town, that the Englifh do not pay fo much 
attention to a work of fo much confequence as the French do, and that they do not fend 
fuch able men to inftruét the Indians as they ought todo*. For after Governor 
Hunter had prefented thefe Indians, by order of Queen Anne, with many clothes, and 
other prefents, of which they were fond, he intended to convince them fill more of 
Her Majefty’s good-will, and care for them, by adding, that their good mother, the 
Queen, had not only generoufly provided them with fine clothes for their bodies, but 
likewife intended to adorn their fouls, by the preaching c/ the gofpel ; and that to this 
purpofe fome minifters fhould be fent to them to inftrua them. The governor had 
fcarce ended, when one of the oldeft Sachems got up, and anfwered, that in the name 
of all the Indians, he thanked their gracious good Queen and mother for the fine clothes 
fhe had fent them ; but that in regard to the minifters, they had already had fome among 
them (whom he likewife named), who inftead of preaching the holy gofpel to them, 
had taught them to drink to excefs, to cheat, and to quarrel among themfelves. He 
then entreated the governor to take from them thefe preachers, and a number of Euro- 
peans who refided amongft them; for before they were come among them, the Indians 
had been an honeft, fober, and innocent people, but moft of them became rogues now. 
That they had formerly had the fear of God, but that they hardly believed his exiftence 
at prefent. That if he (the governor) would do them any favbur, he fhould fend two 
or three blackfmiths amongft, them, to teach them to forge iron, in which they were un- 
experienced. ‘The governor could not forbear laughing at this extraordinary {peech. 
I think the words of St. Paul not wholly unapplicable on this occafion: For the name 
of God is blafphemed amongtft the Gentiles, through you *. 

June Zi ft. About five o’clock in the afternoon we left Albany, and proceeded to- 
wards Canada. We had two men with us, who were to accompany us to the firft 


* Mr. Kalm is, I believe, not rightly informed. The French ecclefiaftics have allured fome few wretched 
Indians to their religion and intereft, and fettled them in {mall villages; but by the accounts of their be- 
haviour in the feveral wars of the French and Englifh, they were always guilty of the greateft cruelties and 
brotalities ; and more fo than their heathen countrymen ; and therefore it feems that they have been 
rather perverted than converted. On the other hand, the fnglifh have tranflated the bible into the lan- 
guage of the Virginian Indians, and converted many of them to the true knowledge of God ; and at this 
prefent time, the Indian charity fchools and miffions, conducted by the Rev. Mr. Eleazor Wheelock, have 
brought numbers of the Indians to the knowledge of the true God. The fociety for propagating the 
gofpel in foreign parts, fends every year many miflionaries, at their own expence, among the Indians. 
And the Moravian brethren are alfo very a€tive in the converfion of Gentiles ; fo that if Mr. Kalm had 
confidered all thefe circumftances, he would have judged otherwife of the zeal of the Britifh nation, in 
propagating the gofpel among the Indians, F. 

+ Romans ii. 24. 
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French place, which is Fort St. Frederick, or, as the Englifh.call it, Crown Point. For 
this fervice each of them was to receive five pounds: of New-York currency, befides 
which I was to provide them with viduals. This is the common price here, and he 
that does not choofe to conform to it, is obliged to travel alone. We were forced to 
take up with a canoe*, as we could get neither battoes, nor boats of bark; and as 
there was a good road along the welt fide of the river Hudfon, we left the men to 
row forwards, in the canoe, and we went along it on the fhore, that we might be better 
able to examine it, and its curiofities, with greater accuracy. It is very incommodious 
to row in thefe canoes; for one ftands at each end and pufhes the boat forwards. 
They commonly keep clofe to the fhore, that they may be able to reach the ground 
ealily. Thus the rowers are forced to ftand upright, whilft they row ina canoe. 
‘We kept along the fhore all the evening, towards the river ; it confifted of great hills, 
and next to the water grew the trees, which I have above-mentioned, and which like- 
wife are to be met with on the .fhores of the ifle, in the river, fituate below Albany. 
The eafterly fhore of the river is uncultivated, woody, and hilly ; but the weftern is 
flat, cultivated, and chiefly turned into corn-fields, which had no drains, though they 
wanted them in fome places. It appeared very plainly here, that the river had for- 
merly been broader ; for there is a floping bank on the corn-fields, at about thirty yards 
diftance from the river, with which it always runs parallel. From this it fufficiently 
appears, that the rifing ground formerly was the fhore of the river, and the corn-fields 
its bed. As a further proof, it may be added, that the fame fhells which abound on 
the prefent fhore of the river, and are not applied to any ufe by the inhabitants, lie 
plentifully feattered on thefe fields. I cannot fay whether this change was occafioned 
by the diminifhing of the water in the river, or by its wafhing fome earth down the 
river, and carrying it to its fides, or by the river’s cutting deeper in on the fides. 

All the groundg were ploughed very even, as is ufual in the Swedifh province of 
Upland. Some were fown with yellow, and others with white wheat. Now and then 
we faw great fields of flax, which was now beginning to flower. In fome parts it 
grows very well, and in others it was but indifferent. The exceflive drought which 
had continued throughout this fpring, had parched all the grafs and plants on hills and 
high grounds, leaving no other green plant than the common mullein (Verbafcum 
thapfus Linn.) which I faw in feveral places, on the drieft and highelt hills, growing’ 
in {pite of the parching heat of the fun, and though the paftures and meadows were 
exceflively poor, and afforded fcarce any food at all, yet the cattle never touched the 
mullein. Now and then I found fields with peafe, but the charlock (finapis arvenfis 
Linn.) kept them quite under. The foil in moft of thefe fields is a fine mould, which 
goes preity deep. 

The wild vines cover all the hills along the rivers, on which no other plants grow, 
and on thofe which are covered with trees, they climb to the tops of them, and wholly 
cover them, making them bend down with their weight. They had already large 
grapes ;_ we faw them abundant all this day, and during all the time that we kept 
to the river Hudfon, on the hills, along the fhores, and on fome little iflands in 
the river. 

- The white-backed maize-thieves appeared now and then, flying amongft the bufhes : 
their note is fine, and they are not fo large as the black maize-thieves, (oriolus phoe- 
niceus). We faw them near New York, for the firlt time. 


* See the defcription of it, p. 84. 
We 
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furing about five feet in diameter. ; 
“ This day, and for fome days afterwards, we met with iflands in the river. The 
larger ones were cultivated, and turned into corn-fields and meadows. ° : 

We walked about five Englith miles along the river to-day, and found the ground, 
during that time, very uniform, and confifting of pure earth. The red maple, the 
water-beech, the water-afp, the wild prune-tree, the fumach, the elm, the wild’ vines, 
and fome fpecies of willows, were the trees which we met with on the rifing fhores of 
the river, where fome afparagus (afparagus officinalis) grew wild. 

We paffed the night about fix miles from Albany, in a countryman’s cottage. On 
the welt fide of the river we faw feveral houfes, one after another, inhabited by the 
defcendants of the firft Dutch fettlers, who lived by cultivating their grounds. About 
half an Englifh mile beyond our lodgings, was the place where the tide ftops in the 
river Hadfon, there being only fmall and fhallow ftreams above it. At that place they 
catch a good many forts of fith in the river. 

The barns were generally built in the Dutch way, as I have before defcribed ; for in 
the middle was the threfhing-floor, above it a place for the hay and ftraw, and on each 
fide ftables for horfes, cows, and other animals. The barn itfelf was very large. 
Sometimes the buildings in the court-yard confift only of a room, and a garret above 
it, together with a barn upon the above plan. ; 

June 22d. This morning I followed one of our guides to the water-fall near Cohoes, 
in the river Mohawk, before it falls into the river Hudfon. This fall is about three 
Englifh miles from the place where I paffed the night. The country till the fall is a 
plain, and only hilly about the fall itfelf, The wood-is cleared in moft places, and the 
ground cultivated, and interfperfed with farm-houfes, 

The Cohoes fali is one of the greateftin North America: it is in the river Mohawk, 
before it unites with the river Hudfon. Above and below the fall, the fides and the 
bottom of the river confift of hard rock. The river is three hundred yards broad 
here. At the fall there is a rock croffways in the river, running every where equally 
high, and croffing in a ftrait line with the fide which forms the fall. It reprefents, as 
it were, a wall towards the lower fide, which is not quite perpendicular, wanting about 
four yards. The height of this wall, over which the water rolls, appeared to me about 
twenty or twenty-four yards. I had marked this height in my pocket-book ; and 
afterwards found it agreed pretty well with the account which that ingenious engineer, 
Mr. Lewis Evans, communicated to me at Philadelphia. He faid, that he had geome- 
trically meafured the breadth and height of the fall, and found it nine hundred Englith 
feet broad, and feventy-five feet high. The reprefentation of this fall, which is here 
joined, has been made by Mr. Evans. There was very little water in the river at pre- 
fent, and it only ran over the fall in a few places. In fuch places where the water had 
rolled down before, it had cut deep holes below into the rock, fometimes to the depth 
of two or three fathoms. he bed of the river, below the fall, was of rock, and quite 
dry, there being only a channel in the middle fourteen feet broad, and a fathom or 
fomewhat more deep, through which the water paffed which came over the fall. We 
faw a number of holes in the rock, below the fall, which bore a perfect refemblance to 
thofe in Sweden which we call giants pots, or mountain kettles. They differed in fize; 
there being large deep ones, and fmall fhallow ones. We had clear uninterrupted 
fan-fhine, not a cloud above horizon, and no wind at all. However, clofe to this fall, 
where the water was in fuch a fmall quantity, there was a continual drizzling raia, 

16 occafioned 


‘We found a water-beech tree (platanus occidentalis) cut down near the road, meade 


water. The fturgeons were cut into long flices, and hung up in the fun-fhine to dry, 
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occafioned by the vapours which rofé from the water uly te fall, and were carried 
about by the wind. Therefore, in coming within 2 mufket-fhot of the fall, againft the 
wing, our cloths were wetted at once, as fromarain. The whirl-pools, which were in 
the water below the fall, contained feveral kinds of fifth; atid they were caught by 
fome people, who amufed themfelves with angling. The rocks hereabouts confift of 
the fame black ftone which forms the hills about Albany. When expofed to the air, 
it isapt to: fhiver into horizontal flakes, as flate does. *. 

At noon we continued our journey to Canada in the canoe, which was pretty long, 
and made out of a white pine. Somewhat beyond the farm where we lay at night, the 
river became fo hallow that the men could reach the ground every where with their 
oars ; it being in fome parts not above two feet and fometimes but one foot deep. The 
fhore,and bed of the river confifted of fand and pebbles. The river was very rapid, 
and dBainft us; fo that our rowers found it very hard work to get forward againft the 
ftream. The hills along the fhore confifted merely of foil; and were very high and 
fteep in fome parts. The breadth of the river was generally near two mufket-fhot. 

Sturgeons abound in the river Hudfon. We faw them for feveral days together 
leap high up in the air, efpecially in the evening ; our guides, and the people who lived 
hereabouts, afferted that they never fee any {turgeons in winter time, becaufe thefe fith go 
into the fea late in autumn, but come up again in fpring and ftay in the river all the 
fummer. They are faid to prefer the fhallowelt places in the river, which agreed pretty 
well with our obfervations; for we ‘never faw them leap out-of the water but in 
fhallows. Their food is faid to be feveral kinds of confervee, which grow in plenty in 
fome places at the bottom of the river; for thefe weeds are found in their bellies when 
they are opened. The Dutch who are fettled here, and the Indians, fifh for fturgeons, 
and every night of our voyage upon this river, we obferved feveral boats with people 
who ftruck them with harpoons. The torches which they employed were made of that 
kind of pine, which they call the black pine here. The nights were exceedingly dark, 
though they were now fhorteft, and though we were ina country fo much to the fouth 
of Sweden, The banks of the river lay covered with dead fturgeons, which had been 
wounded with the harpoon, but efcaped, and died afterwards; they occafioned an 
infupportable ftench during the exceflive heat of the weather. 

As we went further up the river, we faw an Indian woman and her boy fitting in a 
boat of bark, and an Indian wading through the river, with a great cap of bark on his 
head. Near them was an ifland on which there were a number of Indians at prefent, . 
on account of the fturgeon fifhery. We went to their huts to try if we cuold get one 
of them to accompany us to Fort St. Frederick. On our arrival we found that all the 
men were gone into the woods a hunting, and we were forced to engage their boys to 
go and look for them. They demanded bread for payment, and we gave them twenty 
little round loaves; for as they found that it was of great importance to us to fpeak 
with the Indians, they raifed difficulties, and would not go till we gave them what they 
wanted. The ifland belonged to the Dutch, who had turned it into corn-fields. But 
at prefent they had leafed it to the Indians, who planted their maize and feveral kinds 
of meilons on it, ‘They built their huts or wigwams on this ifland, on a very fimple 
plan. Four pofts were put into the ground perpendicularly, over which they had 
placed poles, and made a roof of bark uponthem. They had either no walls at all, or 
they confifted of branches with leaves, which were fixed to the poles, Their beds con- 
fifted of deer-tkins which were fpread on the ground. Their utenfils were a couple of 
fmall kettles, and two ladles, and a bucket or two of bark, made fo clofe as to keep 


and 


rt 


592 ‘ KALM’S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


and to be ready againft winter. The Indian women were fitting at their work on the 
hill, upon deer-fkins. They never make ufe of chairs, but fit on the ground : however 

_they do not fit crofs-legged, as the Turks do, but between their feet, which, though 
they be turned backwards, are not croffed, but bent outwards. The women wear no 
head-drefs, and have black hair. They have a fhort blue petticoat, which reaches to 
their knees, and the brim of which is bordered with red or other ribbands. They 
wear their fhifts ever their petticoats. They have large ear-rings; and their hair is 
tied behind, and wrapped in ribbands. ,T}eir wampum, or pearls, and their money, 
which is made of fhells, are tied round the neck, and hang down on the breaft. This 
is their whole drefs, They were now making feveral kinds of work of fkins, to which 
they fowed the quills of the American porcupines, having dyed them black or red, or 
left them in their original colour. : 

Towards evening, we went from hence to a farm clofe to the river, where we found 
only one man, looking after the maize and the fields ; the chief of the men not being 
then returned from the war. 

The little brooks here contain crawfith, which are exa@tly the fame with ours *, with 
this difference only, that they are fomewhat lefs ; however, the Dutch inhabitants will 
not eat them. ‘ 

June 23d. We waited a good while for the Indians, who had promifed to come 
home, in order to fhew*us the way td Fort St. Ann, and to affift us in making a boat 
of bark, to continue our voyage. About eight o’clock three of the men arrived. 
Their hair was black, and cut hers they wore rough pieces of woollen cloth, of a 
bright green colour, on their fhoulders, a fhirt which covers their thighs, and pieces of 
cloth, or fkins, which they wrap round the legs and part of the thighs. They had 
neither hats, caps, nor breeches. Two of them had painted the upper part of their 
foreheads, and their cheeks, with vermilion. Round their neck was a ribband, from 
which hung a bag down to the breaft, containing their knives. They promifed to 
accompany us for thirty fhillings; but foon after changed their minds, and went with 
an Englifhman, who gave them more. Thus we were obliged to make this journey 
without thefe guides, who were, however, honeft enough to return us fifteen fhillings, 
which we had paid them before-hand. 

Our laft night’s lodging was about ten Englifh.miles from Albany. During the lait 
war, which was juft ended, the inhabitants had retreated from thence to Albany, 
becaufe the French Indians had taken or killed all the people they met with, fet the 
houfes on fire, and cut down the trees. Therefore, when the inhabitants returned, 
they found no houfes, and were forced to lie under a few boards which were huddled 
together. 

eThe river was almoft a mufket-fhot broad, and the ground on both fides cultivated. 
The hills near the river were fteep, and the earth of a pale colour. 

The American elder (Sambucus occidentalis +) grows in incredible quantities along 
thofe hills, which appear quite white, from the abundance of flowers on the 
elder. 

All this day along, we had one current after another, full of ftones, which were 
great obftacles. to our getting forward. ‘The water in the river was very clear, and 
generally thallow, being only from two to four feet deep, running very violently againft 
us in moft places. The fhore was covered with pebbles, and a grey fand. ‘The hills 
confifted of earth, were high, and ftood perpendicular towards the river, which was 


© Cancer Aflacus Linn. + Sambucus Canadenfis Linn, 
near 
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near two mufket-fhot broad. Sometimes the land:was-eultivated, and fometimes it was 
covered with woods. ‘ 

The hills near the river abound with red and white clover? We found both thefe 
kinds plentiful in the woods. It is therefore difficult to determine whether they were 
brought over by the Europeans, as fome people think, or whether they were originally 
in America, which the Indians deny. 

We found purflane (portulaca oleracea) growing plenti 
gardens it was one of the worft weeds. 

We found people returning every where to their habitations, 
forced to leave during the war. 

The farms were commonly built clofe to the river, on the hills. Each houfe has a 
~ Jittl® kitchen-garden, and a itill leffer orchard. Some farms, however, had large 

rdens. The kitchen-gardens afford feveral kinds of gourds, water-melons, and 

idney-beans. The orchards are full of apple-trees. This year the trees had few or 
no apples, on account of the frofty, nights which had happened in May, and the drought 
which had continued throughout this fummer. 

The houfes hereabouts are generally built of beams of wood, and of unburnt bricks 
dried by the fun andthe air. ‘The beams are firft ereGted, and upon them a gable with 
two walls, and the fpars. The.wall on the gable is made of boards. The roof is 
covered. with fhingles of fir. They make the walls of unburnt bricks, between the 
beams, to keep the rooms warmer; and that they might not eafily be deftroyed by 
rain and air, they are covered with boards on the outfide. The cellar is below the 
houfe. 

The farms are either built clofe to the river-fide, or on the high grounds; and 
around them are large fields with maize. . 

‘We faw great numbers of mufk-rats (caftor zibethicus Linn.) on the fhores of the 
river, where they had many holes, fome on a level with the furface of the, water. 
‘Thefe holes were large enough to admit a kitten. Before and in the entrance to the 
holes lay a quantity of empty fhells, the animals of which had been eaten by the mufk- 
rats*. “hey are caught in traps placed along the water-fide, and baited with fome 
maize or apples. 

The faflafras-trees abound here, but never grow to any confiderable height. 

Chefnut-trees appear now and then. 

The cockfpur hawthorn (crategus crus galli Linn.) grows in the pooreft foil, and 
has very long {pines; which fhews, that it may be very advantageoufly planied in 
hedges, efpecially in a poor foil. 

This night we lodged with a farmer, who had returned to his farm after the war 
was over. All his buildings, except the great barn, were burnt. 

June 24th. The farm where we paffed the night was the laft in the province of New 
York, towards Canada, which had been left ftanding, and which was now inhabited. 

. Further on, we met {till with inhabitants; but they had no houfes, and lived in huts 
of boards; the houfes being burnt during the war. 

As we continued our journey, we obferved the country on both fides of the river to 
be generally flat, but fometimes hilly ; and large tracts of it are covered with woods of 
fir-trees. Now and then we found fome parts turned into corn-fields and meadows ;' 
however, the greater part was covered with woods. Ever fince we left Albany, almott 


fully a a fandy foil. In 
which they had been 


»® This appears to be a new obfervation, as Linnzus, De Buffon, and Sarrafin, pretend they only feed 


on the acorns, or reeds, and other roots. 
half. 
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half-way to Saratoga,-the river runs very rapid; and it coft us a deal of pains to get 
upwards, But afterwards it becomes very deep, for the {pace of feveral miles; and 
the water moves very flowly. The fhores are very fteep, though they are not very 
high. Theriver is two mufket-fhot broad. In the afternoon it changed its dire@tion 3 
for hitherto its direction was from north to fouth,. but now it came from N. N. E. to 
8.8. W. and fome.imes from N.E. to 5.W. 

Ant-hills are very fcarce in America; and I do not remember feeing a fingle one 
before I came tothe Cohoes Fall. We obferved a few in the woods to-day. The ants 
were the fame with our common red ones (formica rufa Linn.) The ant-hills confift 
chiefly of the flate-like mouldered ftone which abounds here,- there being nothing elfe 
for them. 

Chefnut-trees grew fcattered in the woods. We are told, that mulberry-trees * 
(morus rubra Linn.) likewife grow wild here, but rather fcarce ; and this is the moft 
northerly place where they grow in America; at leait, they have not been obferved 
further to the north. We met with wild parfnips every day; but commonly in fuch 
places where the land was, or had been, cultivated. Hemp grows {pontaneoufly, and 
in great abundance, near old plantations. : 

‘The woods abound with wood-lice, which were extremely troublefome to us. 

The thuya occidentalis Linn. appeared along the fhores of the river. I had not feen 
it there before. ; 

The trees which grow along the fhores, and on the adjacent hills, within our fight 
to-day, are elms, birches, white firs, alders, dog-trees, lime-trees, red willows, and 
chefnut-trees. The American elder, (fambucus Canadenfis Linn.)‘and the wild vines, 
only appear in places where the ground has been fomewhat cultivated, as if they were 
defirous of being the companions of men. The lime-trees and white walnut-trees are 
the moft numerous. The horn-beams, with inflated cones, (carpinus oftrya Linn.) 
appeared now and then ; but the water-beech and water-poplar never came within fight 
any more. 

We frequently faw ground-fquirrels and black fquirrels in the woods. 

At a little diftance from Saratoga, we met two Indians in their boats of bark, which 
could fcarce contain more than one perfon. 

Near Saratoga the river becomes fhallow and rapid again. The ground is here 
turned into corn-fields and meadows, but on account of the war it was not made 
ufe of, 

Saratoga has been a fort built of wood by the Englith, to ftop the attacks of the 
French Indians upon the Englith inhabitants in thefe parts, and to ferve asa rampart to 
‘Albany. It is fituated on a hill, on the eaft fide of the river Hudfon, and is built of 
thick pofts driven into the ground, clofe to each other, in the manner of palifades, 
forming a fquare, the length of whofe fides was within the reach of a mufket-thot. 
At each corner are the houfes of the officers, and within the palifades are the barracks, 
all of timber. This fort has been kept in order and was garrifoned till the laft war, 
when the Englith themfelves in 1747 fet fire to it, not being able to defend them- 
felves in it agatmft the attacks of the French and.their Indians ; foras foon as a party of 
them went out of the fort, fome of thefe enemies lay concealed, and either took them 
all prifoners, or fhot them. 

I fhall only mention one out of many artful tricks which were played here, and 
which both the Englifh and French who were prefent here at that time told me repeat. 
edly. A party of French, with their Indians, concealed themfelves one night in a 
thicket near the fort. In the morning fome of their Indians. as they had previouily 
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refolyed, went to have a nearer view of the fort.. ‘The Englifh fired upon them,: as 
foon as they faw them at a diftance ; the Indians pretended to be wounded, fell down, 
got up again, rana little-way, and dropped again. Above half the garrifon ruthed 
out to take them prifoners; but as foon as they were come up with them, the French 
and the remaining Indians came out of the buthes, betwixt the fortrefs and the Englith, 
furrounded them, and took them prifoners. Thofe who remained in the fort had 
hardly time to fhut the gates, nor could they fire upon the enemy, becaufe they equally 
expofed their countrymen to danger, and they were vexed to fee their enemies take 
and carry them off in their fight, and under their cannon. Such French artifices as 
thefe made the Englith weary of their ill-planned fort. We faw fome of the palifades 
ftill in the ground. There was an ifland in the river, near Saratoga, much better 
fituated for a fortification. The country is flat on both fides of the river near 
Saratoga, and its foil good. The wood round about was generally cut down. The 
fhores of the river are high, fteep, and confift of earth. We faw fome hills in the 
north, beyond the diftant foreft. The inhabitants are Dutch, and bear an inveterate 


hatred to all Englifhmen. 
We lay over night in a little hut of boards, ereéted by the people who were come to 


live here. 
June 25th. Several faw-mills were built here before the war, which were very 
- profitable to the inhabitants, on account of the abundance of wood which grows 
here. 
The boards were eafily brought to Albany, and from thence to New York, in rafts 
every {pring with the high water ; but all the mills were burnt at prefent. 

This morning we proceeded up the river, but after we had advanced about an 
Englith mile, we fell in with a water-fall, which coft usa deal of pains before we could 
get our canoe over it. The water was very deep juft below the fall, owing to its hollow- 
ing the rock out by the fall. In every place where we met with rocks in the river, 
we found the water very deep, from two to four fathoms and upwards; becaufe by 
finding a refiftance it had worked a deeper channel into the ground. Above the fall, 
the river is very deep again, the water flides along filently, and increafes fuddenly near 
the-fhores. On both fides, till you come to Fort Nicholfon, the fhore is covered with 
tall trees. After rowing feveral miles we pafled another water-fall which was longer 
and more dangerous than the preceding one. 

Giants-pots*, which I have defcribed in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedifh Academy 
of Sciences, are abundant near the fall of the rock which extends acrofs the river. 
"The rock was almoft dry at prefent, the river containing very little water at this feafon 
of.the year. Some of the giants-pots were round, but in general they were oblong. 
At the bottom of moft of them lay either ftones or grit, in abundance. Some were 
fifteen inches in diameter, but fome were lefs. Their depth was likewife different, and 
fome that I obferved were above two feet deep. It is plain that they owed their origin 

_ to the whirling of the water round a pebble, which by that means was put in motion, 
together with the fand. : 

‘We intended to have gone quite up to Fort Nicholfon in the canoe, which would 
have been a great convenience to us; but we found it impoffible to get over the 
upper fall, the canoe being heavy, and fcarce any water in the river, except in one 
place where it flowed over the rock, and where it was impoffible to get up, on account 
of the fteepnefs and the violence of the fall. We were accordingly obliged to leave 


* This is the literal meaning of the Swedifh word jette grytor. 
462 our 
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our canoe here, and:¢é carry our baggage through unfrequented woods to Fort Anne, 
on the river Woodcreek, which is a-fpace from forty-three to fifty Englith miles, 
during which we were quite fpent through the excefs of heat. Sometimes we had no 
other way of crofling deep rivers, than by cutting down tall trees, which ftood on their 
banks, and throwing them acrofs the water. All the land we paffed over this after- 
noon was almoit luvel, without hills and ftones, and entireiy covered with a tall and 
thick foreft, in which we continually met with trees which were fallen down, 
becaufe no one made the leaft ufe of the woods. We pafied the next night in the 
mid{t of the foreft, plagued with mufkitoes, gnats, and wood-lice, and in fear of all 

kinds of fnakes. A 
’ June 26th. Early this morning we continued our journey through the wood, along 
the river Hudfon. There wasan old path leading to Fort Nicholfon, but it was fo over. 
grown with grafs that we difcovered it with great difficulty. In fome places we found 
plenty of rafpberries. . 

Fort Nicholfon is the place on the eaftern fhore of the river Hudfon, where a wooden 
fortification formerly ftood. We arrived here fome time before noon, and refted a. 
while. Colonel Lydius refided here till the beginning of the laft war, chiefly with a 
view of carrying on a greater trade with the French Indians; but during the war, 
they burnt his houfe, and took his fon prifoner. ‘The fort was fituated ona plain, but 
at-prefent the place is all overgrown with a thicket. It was built in the year 1709, 
during the war with Queen Anne carried on againft the French, and it was named after 
the brave Englifh General Nicholfon. It was not fo much a fort, as a magazine to 
Fort Anne. In the year 1711, when the Englifh naval attempt upon Canada mif- 
carried, the Englifh themfelves fet fire to this place. The foil hereabouts feems to be 
pretty fertile. ‘The river Hudfon paffed clofe by here. 

In the afternoon we continued our journey.. We had hitherto followed the eaftern 
fhore of the river Hudfon, and gone almoft due north; but now we left it and went 
N.N.E. or N.E. acrofs the woods, in order to come to the upper end of 
the river Woodcreak, which flows to Fort St. Frederick, where we might go in a boat 
from the former place. The ground we paffed over this afternoon was generally flat, 
and fomewhat low. Sometimes we faw a little hill, but neither mountains nor ftones,, 
and the country was every where covered with tall and thick forefts. The trees ftood 
clofe, and afforded a fine ihade; but the pleafure which we enjoyed from it was 
leflened by the incredible quantity of gnats which filled the woods. We found feveral 
plants here, but they were far from each other, (as in our woods where the cattle have 
deftroyed them) though no cattle ever came here. The ground was every where thick 
covered with leaves of the laft autumn. In fome places we found the ground over- 
grown with great quantities of mofs. The foil was generally very good, confifting of 
a deep mould, in which the plants thrive very well. Therefore it feems that it would 
anfwer very well if it were cultivated : however, flowing waters were very {carce here- 
abouts ; and if the woods were cleared, how great would be the effects of the parching 
heat of the fun, which might then aét with its full force! 

We lodged this night near a brook, in order to be fufficiently fupplied with water, 
which was not every where at hand during this feafon. The mufkitoes, punchins, or 
gnats, and the wood-lice, were very troublefome. Our fear of fnakes, and of the 
Indians, rendered this night’s reft very precarious and infecure. 

Punchins, as the Dutch call them, are the little gnats (culex pulicaris Linn.) which 
abound here. ‘They are very minute, and their wings grey, with black fpots. Thcy 
axe ten times worfe than the larger ones, (culex pipiens Linn.) or mufkitoes: for their 
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fize venders them next to imperceptible ; they are every where carelefs of their lives, | 
fuck their fill of blood, and caufe a burning pain. cee Rs 

‘We heard feveral great trees fall of themfelves in the night, though it was fo calm 
“that not a leaf ftirred. They madéa dreadful cracking. 

June 27th. ‘Wecontinued our journey in the morning. We found the country like 
that which we paffed over yefterday, except meeting with a few hills. Early this morn- 
ing we plainly heard a fall in the river Hudfon. 

In every part of the foreft we found trees thrown down either by ftorms or age ; 
but none were cut down, there being no inhabitants; and though the wood is very 
fine, yet nobody makes ufe of it. We found it very difficult to get over fuch trees, 
becaufe they had ftopped up almoft all the paffages, and clofe to them was the chief 
refidence of rattle-fnakes, during the intenfenefs of the heat. 

‘About two o’clock this afternoon we arrived at Fort Anne. It lies upon the river 
Woodcreek, which is here at its origin no bigger than a little brook. We ftayed here 
all this day, and next, in order to make a new boat of bark, becaufe there was no 
pofibility to go down the river to Fort St. Frederick without it. We arrived in time, 
for one of our guides fell ill this morning, and could not have gone any further with 
his burthen. If he had been worfe, we fhould have been obliged to {top on his 
account, which would have put us under great difficulties, as our provifions would 
foon have been exhaufted, and from the defart place where we were, we could not 
have arrived at any inhabited place in lefs than three or four days. Happily we reached 
the withed for place, and the fick man had time to reft'and recover. 

‘About Fort Anne were found a number of mice of the common kind. They were 
probably the offspring of thofe which were brought to the fort in the foldier’s provifions, 
at the time when it was kept in a ftate of defence. 

We met with fome apple and plumb-trees, which were certainly planted when the 
fort was ina good condition. 

June 28th. ‘The American elm, (ulmus Americana Linn.) grows in abundance 
in the foretts hereabouts. There are two kinds of it. One was called the white 
elm, on account of the infide of the tree being white. It was more plentiful than the 
other fpecies, which was called the red elm, becaufe the colour of the wood was 
reddifh. Of the bark of the former the boats made ufe of here are commonly made, 
it being tougher than the bark of any other tree. With the bark of hiccery, which is 
employed as baft, they fow the elm-bark together, and with the bark of the red elm 
they join the ends of the boat’ fo clofe as to keep the water out. ‘They beat the bark 
between two ftones ; or for want of them, between two pieces of wood, 

The making of the boat tock up half yefterday and all this day. ‘To make fuch a 
boat they pick out a thick tall elm with a fmooth bark, and with as few branches as 
poffible. ‘This tree is cut down, and great care is taken to prevent the bark from being 
hurt by falling againft other trees, or againft the ground. With this view fome people. 
do not fell the trees, but climb to the top of them, fplit the bark, and ftrip it off, 
which was the method our carpenter took. The bark is fplit on one fide ina ftrait 
ne along the tree, as long as the boat is intended to be; at the fame time, the bark 
is carefully cut from the ftem a little way on both fides of the flit, that it may more 
eafily feparate ; the bark is then pealed off very carefully, and particular care is taken 
not to make any holes into it; this is ealy when the fap is in the trees, and at other 
feafons the tree is heated by the fire for that purpofe. The bark thus ftript off is {pread 
ua the ground in a fmooth place, turning the infide downwards, and the rough out- 

fide 
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fide upwards, and to ftretch it better, fome logs of wood or ftones are carefully put 
on it, which prefs it down. Then the fides of the bark are gently bent upwards, in 
order to form the fidggof the boat; fome fticks are then fixed into the ground, at the 
diftance of three or fbr feet from each other, in the curve line, in which the fides of 
the boat are intended to be, fupporting the bark intended for the fides; the fides of 
the bark are the. bent in the form which the boat is to have, and according to that the 
fticks are either put nearer or further off. The ribs of the boat are made of thick 
branches of hiccory, they being tough and pliable. They are cut into feveral flat 
pieces, about an inch thick, and bent into the form which the ribs require, according 
to their places in the broader or narrower part of the boat. Being thus bent, they are 
put acrofs the boat, upon the back, or its bottom, pretty clofe, about a fpan or ten 
inches from each other. The upper edge on each fide of the boat is made of two thin 
poles, of the length of the boat, which are put clofe together, on the fide of the boat, 
being flat, where they are to be joined. The edge of the bark is put between thefe 
two poles, and fewed up with threads of baft, of the moufe-wood, or other tough bark, 
or with roots. But before it is thus fewed up the ends of the ribs are likewife put 
between the two poles on each fide, taking care to keep them at fome diftance from 
each other ; after that is done, the poles are fewed together, and bemg bent properly, 
both their ends join at each end of the boat, where they are tied together with ropes. 
‘To prevent the widening of the boat at the top, three or four tranfverfe bands are put 
acrofs it, from one edge to the other, at the diftance of thirty or forty inches from each 
other. Thefe bands are commonly made of hiccory, on account of its toughnefs and 
_ flexibility, and havea good length. Their extremities are put through the bark on both 
fides, juft below the poles, which make the edges ; they are bent up above thofe poles, 
and twifted round the middle part of the bands, where they are carefully tied by ropes. 
As the bark at the two ends af the boat cannot be put fo clofe together as to keep the 
water out, the crevices are ftopped up with the crufhed or pounded bark of the red 
elm, which in that ftate looks like oakum. Some pieces of bark are put upon the ribs 
in the boat, without which the foot would eafily pierce the thin and weak bark below, 
which forms the bottom of the boat, for the better fecurity of which, fome thin boards 
are commonly laid at the bottom, which may be trod upon with more fafety. The 
fide of the bark which has been upon the wood, thus becomes the outfide of the boat, 
becaufe it is fmooth and flippy, and cuts the water with lefs difficulty than the other. 
The building of thefe boats is not always quick, for fometimes it happens that after 
“peeling the bark off an elm, and carefully examining it, itis found pierced with holes 
and fplits, or it is too thin to venture one’s life in; in fuch a cafe another elm muft 
be looked out ; and it fometimes happens that feveral elms muft be {tripped of their 
bark, before one is found fit fora boat. That which we made was big enough to 
bear four perfons, with our baggage, which weighed fomewhat more than a man. 

All poffible precautions mutt be taken in rowing on the rivers and lakes of thefe 
parts with a boat of bark. For as the rivers, and even the lakes, contain numbers of 
broken trees, which are commonly hidden under the water, the boat may eafily run 
again{t a fharp branch, which would tear half the boat away, if one rowed on very faft, 
expofing the people in it to great danger, where the water is very deep, efpecially if fuch 
a branch held the boat. 

To get into fuch a dangerous veffel muft be done with great care, and for the 
greater fafety, without fhoes. For with the fhoes on, and {till more with a fudden leap 
into the boat, the heels may eafily pierce through the bottom of the boat, which mght 

fometimes 
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fometimes be attended with very difagreeable circumftances, efpecially when the boat is 
fo near a rock, and clofe to that a fudden depth of water; and fych places are common 
in the lakes and rivers here. , : 

I never faw the mufkitoes (culex pipiens) more plentiful’ in"thy part of America 
than they are here. “ They were fo eager for our blood that we could not reff all the 
night, though we had furrounded ourfelves with fire. ‘ ; 

Wood-lice (acarus Americanus Linn.) abound here, and are more plentiful than 
on any part of the journey. Scarcely any one of us fat down but a whole army of 
them crept upon his clothes. They caufed us as much inconvenience as the gnats,. 
during the laft night, and the fhort time we flayed here. ‘Their bite is very difagree- 
able, and they would prove very dangerous, if any one of them fhould creep into a 
man’s ear, from whence it is difficult to extract them. _ There are examples of people 
whofe ears were {welled to the fize of the fift, on account of one of thefe infects creep. 
ing into them, and biting them. 

‘The whipperiwill, or whip-poor-will, cried all night on every fide. The fire-flies 
flew in numbers through the woods at night. 

Fort Anne derives its name from Queen Anne; for in her time it ferved as a fortifi- 
cation againft the French. It lies on the weftern fide of the river Woodcreek, which 
is here as inconfiderable as a brook, of a fathom’s breadth, and may be waded through 
in any part, during this feafon. The fort is built in the fame manner as the forts 
Saratoga and Nicholfon, that is to fay, of palifades, within which the foldiers were 
quartered, and at the corners of which were the lodgings of the officers. The whole 
confifted of wood, becaufe it was erected only with a view to refift irregular troops. 
It ts built on a little rifing ground which runs obliquely to the river Woodcreek. The 
country round about it is partly flat, partly hilly, and partly marfhy, but it confifts. 
merely of earth, and no ftones are to be met with, though ever fo carefully fought for. 
General Nicholfon built this fort in the year 1709; but at the conclufion of the war 
then carrying on againft the French, it fhared the fame fate with Saratoga and. Fort 
Nicholfon, being burnt by the Englifh in 1711. This happened with the following 
circumftance: In 1711 the Englith refolved to attack Canada by land and by fea at 
the fame time. A powerful fleet failed up the river St. Lawrence to befiege Quebec, 
and General Nicholfon, who was the greateft promoter of this expedition, headed a 
numerous army to this place by land, to attack Montreal at the fame time from hence; 
but a great part of the Englifh fleet was fhipwrecked in the river St. Lawrence, and 
obliged to return to New England. The news of this misfortune was immediately 
communicated to General Nicholfon, who was advifed to retreat. Captain Butler who 
commanded Fort Mohawk, during my ftay in America, told me, that he had been at 
Fort Anne in 1711, and that General Nicholfon was about to leave it, and to go down 
the river Woodcreek, in boats ready for that purpofe, when he received the accounts 
of the difafter which befell the fleet. He was fo enraged, that he endeavoured to tear 
his wig, but it being too ftrong for him, he flung it to the ground, and trampled on it, 
crying out, Roguery, treachery! He then fet fire to the fort, and returned. We faw 
the remains of the burnt palifades in the ground. And I afked my guides, Why the 
Englith had been at fo great an expence in ereéting the fort, and why they afterwards 
burnt it_without any previous confideration? They replied, that it was done to get 
money from. the government once more, for the rebuilding of the fort, which mone 
coming into fome people’s hands, they would appropriate a great part of it to them. 
felves, and erect again a wretched, inconfiderable fort. They further told me, that 
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fome of the riche people in Albany had promoted their poor relations to the places 
for fupplying the army with bread, ‘&c. with a view to patch up their broken fortunes; 
and that they had agguired fuch fortunes as rendered them equal to the richeft inha- 
bitants of Albany. “"" 

The heat was exceflive to-day, efpecially in the afternoon, when it was quite calm. 
We were on the very fpot where Fort Anne formerly ftood ; it was a little place free 
from trees, but furrounded with them on every fide, where the fun had full liberty to 
heat the air. Afternoon it grew as warm as in a hot-bath *, and I never felt a greater 
heat. I found a difficulty of breathing, and it feemed to me as if my lungs could not 
draw in a fufficient quantity of air. Iwas more eafed when I went down into the vallies, 
and efpecially along the Woodcreek. I tried to fan the air to me with my hat, but it only 
encreafed the difficulty of breathing, and I reccived the greateft relief when I went to the 
water, and ina fhady place frequently {prinkled fome water in the air. My com- 
panions were all very much weakened, but they did not find fuch difficulty in breathing 
as I had done ; however towards evening the air became fomewhat cooler. 

June 2gth. Taving completed our boat, after a great geal of trouble, we continued 
our journey this morning. Our provifions, which were much diminifhed, obliged us to 
make great hafte; for by being obliged to carry every thing on our backs, through the . 
woods to Fort Anne, we could not take a great quantity of provifions with us, having 
feveral other very neceffary things with us; and we did always eat very heartily. As 
there was very little water in the river, and feveral trees were fallen acrofs it, which 
frequently ftopped the boat, I left the men in the boat, and went along the fhore with 
Yungftroem. The ground on both fides of the river was fo low; that it muft be under 
water in {pring and autumn. The fhores were covered with feveral forts of trees, which 
flood at moderate diftances from each other, and a great deal of grafs grew between 
them. The trees afforded a fine fhade, very neceflary and agreeable in this hot feafon; 
but the pleafure it gave was confiderably leffened by the numbers of gnats which we 
met with. ‘The foil was extremely rich. : 

As we came lower down the river, the dykes, which the beavers had made in it, 
produced new difficulties. Thefe laborious animals had éarried together all forts of 
boughs and branches, and placed acrofs the river, putting mud and clay in betwixt 
them, to ftop the water. They had bit off the ends of the branches as neatly as if they 
had been chopped off with a hatchet. The grafs about thefe places was trod down by 
them, and in the neighbourhood of the dykes we fometimes met with paths in the grals, 
where the beavers probably carried trees along. We found a row of dykes before us, 


which {topped us a confiderable while, as we could not get forwards with the boat, till 
we had cut through them. 


* In Sweden and in Ruffia it is ufual for people of all ranks to bathe every week at leaft one time ; this 
is done in a ftove heated ‘by an oven, toa furprifing degree, and which is enough to ilifie people who are 
not ufed to it: for commonly the heat is increafed by the hot fteam, /caufed by throwing red hot flones 
into water. In thefe baths, in Ruffia, the lower forts of people, men and women, bathe promifcuoufly, 
asthe Romans did, and from whom, as Plutarch obferves, in his Life of Cato, the Greeks adopted this 
indelicate and indecent cyftom, and which {pread fo much, that the Emperor Adrian, and Marcus Anto- 
ninus were obliged to make laws againft it, but either were they long obferved, for we find foon the 
Council of Laodicea obliged to preferibe 2 canon againft this brutal cuftom, and notwithftanding this; we 
find foon after that not only perfons of all ranks, but even clergymen and monks bathed promifcuoufly 
with women, in the fame baths; aud from thence, it is probable, this cuftom paffed among the Ruflians, 
when Chrittianity took place among them. Near the bath, in Ruffta, is commonly-a pond, where the 


people plunge in, when quite hot, and in winter they welter in the fnow ; and Saturdays it is common to fee 
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. As-foon as the river was more open, we (got inte the boat again, and continued. our 
journey in it: The breadth of the river, however, did not exceed eight or nine yards, 
and frequently it was not above three or four yards-broad, _ generally fo fhallow, 
that our boat got on with difficulty. Sometimes it acquired Wich a fudden depth, that 
we could not reach the ground with fticks of feven feet long. The ftream was very 
rapid in fome places, and very flow in others. The banks were low at firft, but after- 
wards remarkably high and fteep, and now and then a rock projected into the water, 
which always caufed.a great depth in fuch places. ‘The rocks confifted here of a grey 
quartz, mixed with grey lime-ftone, lying in ftrata. The water in the river was very 
clear and tranfparent, and we faw feveral little paths leading to it from the woods, faid 
to be made by beavers, and other animals, which reforted here to drink. After going 
a little more than three E.nglifh miles, we came to a place, where a fire was yet burning, 
and then we little thought that we had narrowly efcaped death laft night, as we heard 
this evening. Now and then we met with feveral trees lying acrofs the river, and fome 
dykes of beavers, which were troublefome to us. 

Towards night we met with a French ferjcant and fix French foldiers, who were 
fent by the commander of Fort St. Frederick to accompany three Englifhmen to 
Saratoga, and to defend them in cafe of neceflity, againft fix French Indians, who 
were gone to be revenged on the Englifh, for killing the brother of one of them in the 
laft war. The peace was already concluded at that time, but as it had not yet been 
proclaimed in Canada, the Indians thought they could take this ftep ; therefore they 
filently got away, contrary to the order of the governor of Montreal, and went towards 
the Englifh plantations. We here had occafion to admire the care of Providence for 
us, in efcaping thefe barbarians. We found the grafs trod down all the day long, but 
had no thoughts of danger, as we believed every thing was quiet and peaceable. We 
were afterwards informed, that thefe Indians had trod the grafs down, and paffed the 
laft night in the place where we found the burning brands in the morning. The ufual 
road which they were to take, was by Fort Anne, but to fhorten their journey they had 
gone an unfrequented road. If they had gone on towards Fort Anne, they would have 
met us ‘without doubt, and looking upon us all as Englifhmen, for whofe blood they 
were gone out, they could eafily have {urprifed and thot us all, and by that meanshave . 
been rid of the trouble of going any further to fatisfy their cruelty. We were greatly 
ftruck when the Frenchmen told us how near death we had been to-day. ‘We paffed 
the night here, and though the French repeatedly advifed and defired me not to ven- 
ture any further with my company, but to follow them to the firft Englith fettlement, 
and then back to Fort St. Frederick, yet I refolved, with the protection of the Almighty, 
to continue my journey the next day. 

We faw immenfe numbers of thofe wild pigeons flying in the woods, which fome. 
times come in incredible flocks to the fouthern Englith colonies, moft of the inhabitants 
not knowing where they come from. They have their nefts in the trees here; and 
almoft all the night make a great noife and cooing in the trees, where they rooft. The . 
Frenchmien fhot a great number of them, and gave us fome, in which we found great 
quantity of the feeds of the elm, which evidently demonftrated the care of Providence 
in fupplying them with food; for in May the feeds of the red maple, which abounds 
here, are ripe, and drop from the trees, and are eaten by the pigeons during that time: 
afterwards, the feeds of the elm ripen, which then become their food, till other feeds 
ripen for them. Their flefh is the moft palatable of any bird’s fleth I ever tafted. 

~ Almoft every night, we heard fome trees crack and fall, whilft we lay here in the 
woods, though the air was fo calm that not a leaf ftirred. ‘The reafon of this break~ 
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ing I am totally.wnaequainted with. Perhaps the dew loofens: the roots of trees at 
night; or perhaps there are too many branches on one fide of the tree. It may be, 
that the above-mentioned wild-pidgeons fettle in fuch quantities on one tree as to weigh 
it down; or perhaps the tree begins to bend more and more to one fide, from its 
centre of gravity, making the weight always greater for the roots to fupport, till it 
comes to the point, -when it can no longer be kept upright, which may as well happen 
in the midft of a calm night as at any other time. When the wind blows hard, it is 
reckoned very dangerous to fleep or walk in the woods, on account of the many trees 
which fall in them; and even when it is very calm, there is fome danger in pafling 
under very great and old trees. I was told, in feveral parts of America, that the 
ftorms or hurricanes fometimes only pafs over a fmall part of the woods, and tear down 
the trees in it ; and I have had opportunities of confirming the truth of this obfervation, 
by finding places in the forefts, where almoft all the trees were thrown down, and lay alt 
in one diredction. 

Tea is differently efteemed by different people ; and I think we would be as well, 
and our purfes much better, if we were both without tea and coffee. However, I muft 
be impartial, and mention in praife of tea, that if it be ufeful, it muft certainly be fo 
in fummer, on fuch journies as mine, through a defart country, where one cannot 


carry wine or other liquors, and where the water is generally unfit for ufe, as being” 


full of infe@ts. In fuch cafes, it is very relifhing when boiled, and tea is drunk. with 
it ; and 1 cannot fufficiently defcribe the fine tafte it has in fuch circumftances. It 
relieves a weary traveller more than can be imagined, as I have myfelf experienced, 
together with a great many others who have travelled through the defart forelts 
of America; on fuch journeys, tea is found to be almoft as neceffary as vidtuals *. 

June 30th. This morning we left our boat to the Frenchmen, who made ule of it 
to carry their provifions ; for we could not make any further ufe of it, on account of 
the number of trees which the French had thrown acrofs the river during the laft war, 
to prevent the attacks of the Englifh upon Canada. The Frenchmen gave us leave to. 
make ufe of one of their. boats, which they had left behind them, about fix miles from 
the place where we paffed the laft night. Thus we continued our journey on foot, 
. along the river; and found the country flat, with fome little vales here and there. It 
was every where covered with tall trees of the deciduous kind; among which the 
beech, the’elm, the American lime-tree, and the fugar-maple, were the moft numerous. 
The trees ftand at fome diftance from each other; and the foil in which they grow is. 
extremely rich. 

After we had walked about a Swedith mile, or fix Englifh miles, we came to the 
place where the fix Frenchmen had left their bark boats, of which we took one, and 
rowed down the river, which was now between nineteen and twenty yards broad. 
The ground on both fides was very fmooth, and not very high. Sometimes we found 
a hill confifting of grey quartz, mixed with {mall fine grains of grey fpar. We like- 
wife obferved black ftripes in it; but they were fo fmall, that I could not determine 
whether they were of glimmer, or of another kind of ftone. The hills were frequently 
divided into ftrata, lying one above another, of the thicknefs of five inches. The 
ftrata went from north to fouth; and were not quite horizontal, but dipping to the 
north. As we went further on, we faw high and fteep hills on the river-fide, partly 


* On my travels through the defart plains, beyond the river Volga, I have had feveral opportunities of 
making the fame obfervations on tea; and every traveller in the fame circumftances, will readily allow them 
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covered with trees ;. but in other parts, the banks confift.of. a fwampy turf ground, 
which gave way when it was walked upon, and had fome. fimilarity to the fides of our 
marfhes, which my. countrymen are now about to drain. In. thofe parts where the 
ground was low and flat, we did not fee any {tones either on the ground or on the 
fofter fhore ; and both fides of the river, when they were not hilly, were covered with 
tall elms, American lime-trees, fugar-maples, beeches, hiccory-tvees, fome water- 
beeches, and white walnut-trees. 

On our left we faw an old fortification of ftones laid above one another ; but nobady 
could tell me whether the Indians or the Europeans had built it. 

We had rowed very faft all the afternoon, in order to get forward ; and we thought 
that we were upon the true road, but found ourfelves greatly miftaken: for towards 
night we obferved, that the reeds in the river bent towards us, which was a mark. that 
the river likewife flowed towards us; whereas, if we had been on the true river, it 
fhould have gone with us. We likewife obferved, from the trees which lay acrofs 
the river, that nobody had lately paffed that way, though we fhould have feen the fteps 
of the Frenchmen in the grafs along the fhore, when they brought their boat over thefe 
trees. At laft, we. plainly faw that the river flowed againft us, by feveral pieces of 
wood which floated flowly towards us; and we were convinced, that we had gone 
twelve Englith miles and upwards upon a wrong river, which obliged us to return, 
and to row till very late at night. .We fometimes thought, through fear, that the 
Indians, who were gone to murder fome Englith, would unavoidably meet with uss 
Though we rowed very faft, yet we were not able to-day to get half-way back to the 
place where we firft left the true river. i 

The moft odoriferous effluvia fometimes came from the banks of the river, towards 
night, but we could not determine what flowers diffufed them. However, we 
fuppofed they chiefly arofe from the afclepias fyriaca, and the apocynum andro- 
feemifolium. 

The mutk rats could likewife be fmelled atnight. They had many holes in the fhores, 
even with the furface of the water. 

We paffed the night in an ifland, where we could not fleep on account of the gnats. 
We did not venture to make a fire for fear the Indians fhould find us out, and kul us. 
We heard feveral of their dogs barking in the woods, at a great diftance from us, which 
added to our uneafinefs. : 

July ft. 1749. At day break we got up, and rowed a good while before we got 
to the place where we left the true road. The country which we pafled was the 
pooreft and molt difagreeable imaginable. We faw nothing but a row of amazing high 
mountains covered with woods, fteep and dirty on their fides; fo that we found it 
difficult to get toa dry place, in order to land and boil our dinner. In many places the 
ground, which was very fmooth, was under water, and looked like the fides of our 
Swedifh morafles which are intended to be drained; for this reafon the Dutch in 
Albany call thefe’ parts the drowned lands*. Some of the mountains run from S. S. 
W. to N.N.E,. and when they come to the river, they form perpendicular thores, and 
are full of {tones of different magnitudes. The river runs for the diftance of fome 
niiles together from fouth to north. 

The wind blew north all day, and made it very hard work for us to get forwards, 
though’ we all rowed as hard as we could, for all our provifions-were eaten to-day at 
breakfaft. ‘The river was frequently an Englith mile and more broad, then it became 


* De verdronkene landen. 
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narrow again, and fo’bn alternatel ; but u n the whole it kept a; breadth, 
ferrounded beceael fides by halt cocaine - send ae i bia 

About fix:o’clock in the evening, we-arrived at a point of land al twelve | i 
miles from Fort St. Frederick. Behind this point che ee is ret ele 
bay ; and as the wind ftill kept blowing pretty ftrong from the north, it was impoflible 
for us to get fcrward, fince we were extremely weak. We were therefore 
obliged to pafs the night here, in fpite of the remonitrances of our hungry ftomachs. 

It is to be attributed to the peculiar grace of God towards us, that we met the above 
mentioned Frenchmen on our journey, and that they gave us leave to take one of 
their bark boats. It feldom happens.once in three years, that the French go this road 
to Albany ; for they commonly pafs over the Lake St. Sacrament, or, as the Englith 
call it, Lake George, which is the nearer and better road, and every body wondered 
why they took this troublefome one. If we had not got their large ftrong boat, and 
been obliged t6 keep that which we had made, .we would in all probability have been 
very ill off ; for to venture upon the great bay during the leaft wind with fo wretched 
a veffel, would have been a great piece of temerity, and we fhould have been in danger 
of being ftarved if we had waited for acalm. For being without fire-arms, and thefe 
deferts having but few quadrupeds, we muft have fubfifted upon frogs and {nakes. 
which, (efpecially the latter) abound in thefe parts. I can never think of this 
journey, without reverently acknowledging the peculiar care and providence of the 
merciful a oe ‘ : ; 

July 2d. “Early this morning we fet out on our journey again, it being moon-thi 
and ele: and we feared left the wind fhould iaune ae boone enfavouatle Ate 
if we ftopped any longer. We all rowed as hard as poflible, and happily arrived about 
eight in the morning at Fort St. Frederick, which the Englifh call Crown Point, 
Monfieur Lufignan, the governor, received us very politely. He was about fifty 
yeaxs old, well acquainted with polite literature, and had made feveral journies into 
this country, by which he had acquired an exact knowledge of feveral things reiative to 
its ftate. : 

I was informed that during the whole of this fummer, a continual drought had been 
. here, and that they had not had any rain fince laft fpring. ‘Dhe exceflive heat had 

retarded the growth of plants; and on all dry hills the grafs, and a vait number of 
plants, were quite dried up; the {mall trees which grew near rocks, heated by the 
fun, had withered leaves, and the corn in the fields bore a very wretched afpe@t. The 
wheat had not yet eared, nor were the peafe in bloffoms. The ground was full of wide 
and deep cracks, in which the little fnakes retired and hid themfelves when purfued 
as into an impregnable afyium. ; 

The country hereabout, it is faid, contains vaft forefts of firs of the white 
black, and red kind, which had been formerly fill more extenfive. One of the 
chief reafons of their decreafe are, the numerous fires which happen every year - 
in the woods, through the carelefinefs of the Indians, who frequently make great 
fires when they are hunting, which fpread over the fir woods when every thing 
is dry. 

Grek efforts are made here for the advancement of natural hiftory, and there are 
few places in the world where fuch good regulations are made for this ufeful purpofe, 
all which is chiefly owing to the care and zeal of a fingle perfon. From hence it 
appears, how well a ufeful fcience is received and fet off, when the leading men of a 
country are its patrons. ‘The governor of the fort was pleafed to fhew me a long paper, 

; 8 which 


KALM's TRAVELS Iw “Nostay waraica. - 605 


which the: then: governor-general of Canada, the Marquis-daGaliffonniere,: had dent 
him. It was-the fame marquis, who, fome years after, asa Rreach admiral, engeged-. 
the Englith fleet under. Admiral Byng, the confequence of which was the conquelt-of 
Minorca. In this writing, a number of trees and plants are ‘mentioned, which grow 
in North America, and deferve to be collected arid cultivated on account of their 
ufeful qualities. Some ofthem are defcribed, among which is the posygala fenega, or 
rattle-{nake-root ; and with feveral of them the places where they grow are mentioned. 
It i further requefted that all kinds of feeds and roots be gathered here; and, to affit 
fuch an undertaking, a method of preferving the gathered feeds and roots is prefcribed, 
fo that they may grow and be fent to Paris. Specimens of all kinds of minerals are 
required ; and all the places in the French fettlements are mentioned, where any ufeful 
or remarkable ftone, earth, or ore has been found. There is likewife a manner of 
making obfervations and collections of curiofities in the animal kingdom. ‘To thefe 
requefts it is added, to enquire and get information, in every poffible manner, to what 
purpofe, and in what manner the Indians employ.certain plants and other productions 
of nature, as medicines, or in any other cafe. This ufeful paper was drawn up by 
order of the Marquis la Galiffonniere, by M. Gaultier, the royal phyfician at Quebec, 
and afterwards correéted and improved by the Marquis’s own hand. He had feveral 
copies made of it, which he fent to all the officers in the forts, and likewife to other 
learned men who travelled in the country. At the end of the writing is an injunion 
to the officers, to let the governor-general know which of the common foldiers had 
ufed the greateft diligence in the dilcovery and colleétion of plants and other natural 
curiofities, that he might be able to promote them, when an opportunity occurred, to 
places adapted to their refpective capacities, or to reward them in any other manner. 
1 found that the people of diftinétion, in general here, had a much greater tafte for 
natural hiftory and other parts of literature than in the Englifh colonies, where it was 
every body’s fole care and employment to fcrape a fortune together, and where the 
{ciences were held in univerfal contempt *. It was ftill complained of here, that thofe 
who ftudied natural hiftory, did not fufficiently enquire into the medicinal ufe of the 
plants of Canada. 

The French, who are born in France, are faid to enjoy a better health in Canada than 
in their native country, and to attain to a greater age than the French born in Canada. 
I was likewife affured that the European Frenchmen can do more work, and perform 
more journies in winter, without prejudice to their health, than thofe born in this country. 


* Ttfeems Mr. Kalm has forgotten hie own affertions in the former part of this work, Dr. Colden, 
Dr. Franklin, ard Mr. Bartram, have been the great promoters and inveftigators of nature in this country 5 
and how weuld the inhabitants of Old England have gotten the fine collections of North American trees, 
fhrubs, and plants, which grow at prefeat almoft in every garden, and areas if it were naturalized in 
Old England, had they not been affifted by their friends, and by the curious in North America. One 
needs only caft an eye on Dr. Lianaebs’s new edition éf his Syitema, and the repeated mention of Dr. Gar- 
den, ie order to be convinced that the Englifh in America have contributed a greater fhare towards 
promoting natural hiflcry than any nation under heaven, and certainly more than the French, though 
their learned men are often bandfomely penfioned by their great monarch: onthe other hand the Englifa 
ftudy that branch of knowledge, from the fole motive of its utility, and the pleafure it affords to a think- 
ing“being, withcut eny of thofe mercenary views held forth to the learned of other countries. And as to 
the other parts of literature, the Englifh in America are undoubtedly fuperior to the French in Canada, 
witnefs the many afefcl inflitutions, colleges, and fchools founded in the Englifh colonies in North 
America, and fo many very confiderable libraries now ereéting in this country, which contain fuch a choice 
of ufeful and curious books, as were very little known in Canada before it fell into the hands of the Englith; 
not xo mention the productions of original genius written by Americans born, F. ck 
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The intermitting fever which attacks the Europeans on their-arrival in Penfylvanid, and 
which, as it weré, ‘makes the climate familiar to them, is not known here, and the people 
are a$ well after their arrival as before. The Englith have frequently obferved, that 
thofe who are born in America of European parents, can never bear fea-voyages, and 
go to the different parts of South-America, as well as thofe born in Europe. The 
French born in Canada have the fame conttitutions ; and when any of them go to the 
Welt-India iflands, fuch as Martinique, Domingo, &c., and make fome ftay there, they 
commonly fall fick, and die foon after: thofe who fall ill there feldom recover, unlefs 
they are brought back to Canada. On the contrary, thofe who go from France to 
thofe iflands can more eafily bear the climate, and attain a great age there, which I 

heard confirmed in many parts of Canada. é 
July 5th. Whilft we were at dinner, we feveral times heard a repeated difagreeable 
out-cry, at fome diftance from the fort, in the river Woodcreek. Mr. Lufignan, the 
governor, told us this cry was no good omen, becaufe he could conclude from. it that 
the Indians, whom we efcaped near Fort Anne, had compleated their defign of reveng- 
ing the death of one of their brethren upon the Englifh, and that their fhouts fhewed 
that they had killed an Englifhman. As foon as I came to the window, I {aw their boat, 
with a long pole at one end, on the extremity of which’ they had put a bloody ikull. 
As foon as they were landed, we heard that they, bang fix in number, had continued 
their journey {from the place where we had marks of their pafling the night), till they 
had got within the Englifth boundaries, where they found a man and his fon employed 
in mowing the corn, They crept on towards this man, and fhot him dead upon the 
fpot. This happened near the very village, where the Englifh, two years before, killed 
the brother of one of thefe Indians, who were then gone out to attack them. According 
to their cuftom they cut off the fkull of the dead man, and took it with them,, together 
with his clothes and his fon, who was about nine years old. As foon as they came 
within a mile of Fort St. Frederick, they put the fkull on a pole, in the fore part of the 
boat, and fhouted as a fign of their fuccefs. They were dreffed in fhirts, as ufual, but fome 
of them had put on the dead man’s clothes ; one his coat, the other his breeches, another 
his hat, &c. Their faces were painted with vermillion, with which their fhirts were 
marked acrofs the fhoulders. Moft of them had great rings in their ears, which feemed 
to be a great inconvenience’ to them, as they were obliged to hold them when they 
leaped, or did any thing which required a violent motion. Some of them had girdles 
of the fkins of rattle-fnakes, with the rattles on them ; the fon of the murdered man 
had nothing but his fhirt, breeches and cap, and the Indians had marked his fhoulders 
with red. When they got on-thore, they took hold of the pole on which the fkull was 
put, and danced and fung at the fame time. Their view in taking the boy, was to carry 
him to their habitations, to educate him inftead of their dead brother, and afterwards to 
marry him to one of their relations. WNotwithftanding they had perpetrated this a@ 
of violence in time of peace, contrary to the command of the governor in Montreal, 
and to the advice of the governor of ‘St. Frederick, yet the latter could not at prefent 
deny them provifions, and whatever they wanted for their journey, becaufe he did not 
think it advifeable to exafperate them; but when they came to Montreal, the governor 
called them to account for this aétion, and took the boy from them, whom he after- 
wards fent to his relations. Mr. Lufignan afked them, what they would have done to 
me and my companions, if they had met us in the defert? They replied, that as it 
was their chief intention to take their revenge on the Englifhmen in the village where 
their brother was killed, they would have let us alone; but it much depended on the 
10 humonr 
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huniour.they were in, juft at the time when we firft came to their fight. However, the 
‘commander, and all the Frenchmen, faid, that what had happened: to me was infinitely 
fafer and better.” 

Some years agoa fkeleton of an amazing great animal had been found in that part of 
Canada where the Illinois live. One of the lieutenants in the fort affured me, that he 
had feen it. The Indians who were there, had found it in a fwamp. They were 
furprifed at the fight of it, and when they were afked, what they thought it was? They 
anfwered, that it muft be the fkeleton of the chief or father of all the beavers. 
It was of a prodigious bulk, and had thick white teeth, about ten inches long. It was 
looked upon as the fkeleton of an elephant. The lieutenant affured me that the figure 
of the whole fnout was yet to be feen, though it was half mouldered. He added, 
that he had not obferved that any of the bones were taken away, but thought the 
fkeleton lay quite perfe&t there. Ihave heard people talk of this monftrous fkeleton in 
feveral other parts of Canada *. 

Bears are plentiful hereabouts, and they kept a young one, about three months old, 
at the fort. He had perfeétly the fame fhape, and qualities, as our common bears in 
Europe, except the ears, which feemed to be longer in proportion, and the hairs which 
were {tiffer ; his colour was deep brown, almoft black. He played and wreftled every 
day with one of the dogs. A vaft number of bear-fkins are annually exported to 
France from Canada. ‘The Indians prepare an oil from bear’s greafe, with which in 
fummer they. daub their face, hands, and all naked parts of their body, to fecure them 
- from the bite of the gnats. With this oil they likewife frequently fmear the body, 
when they are exceflively cold, tired with labour, hurt, and in other cafes. They 
believe it foftens the fkin, and makes the body pliant, and is very ferviceable to old 
age. 

Othe common dandelion (Leontodon Taraxacum Linn.) grows in abundance on the 
paftures and roads between the fields, and was now in flower. In fpring, when the 
young leaves begin to come up, the French dig up the plants, take their roots +, wath 
them, cut them, and prepare them as a common fallad; but they have a bitter tafte. 
It is not ufual here to make ufe of the leaves for eating. 

July 6th. The foldiers, which had been paid off after the war, had built houfes 
round the fort, on the grounds allotted to them ;_ but moft of thefe habitations were no 
more than wretched cottages, no better than thofe in the moft wretched places of 
Sweden; with that difference, however, that their inhabitants here were rarely 
opprefled by hunger, and could eat good and pure wheat bread. The huts which 
they had ereéted confifted of boards, ftanding perpendicularly clofe to each other. 
The roofs were of wood too. The crevices were {topped up with clay, to keep the 
room warm. The floor was commonly clay, or a‘black lime-ftone, which is common 
here. The hearth was built of the fame ftone, except the place where the fire was to 
lie, which was made of grey fand-ftones, which for the greateft part confift of particles 
of quartz. In fome hearths, the {tones quite clofe to the fire-place were lime-ftones ; 
however, I was affured that there was no danger of fire, efpecially if the ftones, 
which were moft*expofed to the heat, were of a large fize. They had no glafs in their 
windows. 


* The country of the Illinois is on the river Ohio, near the place where the Englifh have found fome 
bones, fuppofed to belong to elephants. " 

+ In France the young blanched leaves, which fcarce peep out of molehills, and have yet a yellow colour, 
are univerfally eaten as a fallad, under the name of Pifenlit. F. 
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July 8th. ‘The galium tin@orium is called tifavojaune rouge by the French t h- 
out all Canada, and abounds in the woods round this place, growing in a moift but fine 
foil. The-roots of this plant are employed by the Indians in dying the quills of the 
American porcupines red, which they put into feveral pieces of their work ; and air, 
fun, or water, feldom change this colour. The French women in Canada fometimes 
dye their clothes red with thefe roots, which are but fmall, like thofe of galium uteum, 
or yellow bed-ftraw. : 

The horfes are left out of doors during the winter, and find their food in the woods, 
living upon nothing but dry plants, which are very abundant ; however they do not fall 
off by this food, but look very fine and plump in {pring. 

July gth. The fkeleton of a whale was found fome French miles from Quebec, and 
one French mile frony the river St. Laurence, in a place where no flowing water comes 
to at prefent. This fkeleton has been of a very confiderable fize, and the governor of 
the fort faid, he had fpoke with feveral people who had feen it. 

July roth. The boats which are here made ufe of are of three kinds. 1. Bark» 
boats, made.of the bark of trees, and of ribs of wood. 2. Canoes, canfitting of a 
fingle piece of wood, hollowed out, which I have already defcribed before., They are 
here made of the white fir, and of different fizes. They are not brought forward by 
rowing, but by paddling ; by which method not half the ftrength can be applied, which 
is made ufe of in rowing ; anda fingie man might, 1 think, row as faft as two of them 
could paddle. 3. The third kind of boats are bateaux. They are always made very 
large here, and employed for large cargoes. They are flat-bottomed, and the bottom 
is made of the red, but more commonly of the white oak, which refifts better, when it 
runs againft a {tone, than other wood. The fides are made of the white fir, becaufe 
oak would make the bateau too heavy. They make plenty of tar and pitch here. 

‘The foldiery enjoy fuch advantages here as they are not allowed in every part of 
the world. -'‘Thofe who formed the garrifon of this place had a very plentiful allowance 
from their government. They get every day a pound and a half of wheat bread. 
They likewife get peafe, bacon, and fait meat in plenty. Sometimes they kill oxen 
and other cattle, the flefh of which is diftributed among the foldiers. All the officers 
kept cows, at the’ expence of the king, and the milk they gave was. more than fufficient 
to fupply them. The foldiers had each a {mall garden without the fort, which they 
were allowed to attend, and plant in it whatever they liked, and fome of them had built 
fummer-houfes in them, and planted all kind of pot-herbs. The governor told. me, 
that it was a general cultom to allow the foldiers a {pot of ground for kitchen-gardens, 
at fuch of the French forts hereabouts as wete not fituated near great towns, from 
whence they could be fupplied with greens. In time of peace the foldiers have very 
little trouble with being upon guard at the fort ; and as the lake:clofe by is full of fifth, 
and the woods abound with birds and animals, thofe amongft them who choofe to be 
diligent may live extremely well, and very grand in regard to food. Each foldier got 
‘4 new coat every.two years; but annually, a waiftcoat, cap, hat, breeches, cravat, two 
pair of ftockings, two pair of fhoes, and as much wood as he had occafion for in winter, 
‘They likewife got five fols * a piece every day ; which is augmented 1 thirty fols. when 
they have any particular labour for the king. When this is confidered, it is not-fur- 
prifing to find the men are very frefh, well fed, ftrong and lively here. When a 
foldier falls fick he is brought to the hofpital, where the king provides him with a bed, 


* A fol in France is about the value of one half-penny fterling, 
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food, medicines, and people to take care of and ferve him. When fome of thematked 
leave to be abfent for a day or two, to go abroad, it was generally granted them, if 
circumftances would permit, and they enjoyed as ufual their fhare of provifions. and 
money, but were obliged to get fome of their comrades to mount the guard for them 
as often as it came to their turns, for which they gave them an equivalent. The go- 
vernor and officers were duly honoured by the foldiers; howevér, the foldiers and 
officers often {poke together as comrades, without any ceremonies, and with a very 
becoming freedom. ‘The foldiers who are fent hither from France, commonly. ferve 
till they are forty or fifty years old, after which they are difmiffed and allowed to fettle 
upon, and cultivate a piece of ground : but if they have agreed on their arrival to ferve 
no longer than a certain number of years, they are difmiffed at the expiration of their 
term. Thofe who are born here commonly. agree to ferve the crown during fix, eight, 
or ten years; after which they are difmiffed, and fet up for farmers in the country. 
The King prefents each difmiffed foldier with a piece of landgbeing com monly fortyar- 
pents.* long, and but three broad, if the foil be of equal goodnefs ‘throughout; but! 
they get fomewhat more, if it be a worle ground +. As foon as a foldier fettles to cul- 
tivate {uch a piece of land, he is at firft affifted by the King, who fupplies himfelf, his 
wife and children, with provifions, during the three or four firit years. The King like. 
wife gives him a cow, and the moft neceffary inftruments for agriculture. Some. fol- 
diers are fent to affift him in building 'a houfe, for which the King pays them. Thefe 
are great helps to a poor man,.who begins to keep houfe ; and it feems that in a coune 
try where the troops are fo highly diftinguithed by the royal favour, the King cannot 
be at a lofs for foldiers. For the better cultivation and population of Canada, a plan 
has been propofed fome years. ayo, for fending three hundred men over from France 
every year, by which means the old foldiers may always be difmiffed, marry, and fettle 
in the country. The land which was allotted to the foldiers about this place was very 
good, confifting throughout of a deep mould, mixed with clay, 

July rrth. Lhe harrows which they make ufe of here are made entirely of wood, 
and of a triangular form. The ploughs feemed to be lefs. convenient. The wheels 
upon which the plough-beam is placed are as thick as the wheels of a cart, and all. the 
wood-work is fo clumfily made that it requires a horfe to draw the plough along a 
{mooth field. 

Rock-{tones of different forts lay feattered on the fields. Some were from three to 
five feet high, and about three feet broad. They were pretty much alike in regard. to 
the kind of the {tone ; however, I obferved three different fpecies in them. 

Firft, Some confifted of a quartz, whofe colour refembled fugar-candy, and which was 
mixed with a black fmall-grained glimmer, a black horn-ftone, and a few minute grains 
of a brown fpar. The quartz was moft abundant in the mixture; the glimmer was 
likewife in great quantity, but the fpar was inconfiderable. The feveral kinds of ftones 
were well mixed, and though the eye could diftinguith them, yet no inftrument could 


* An arpent in France contains 100 French perches, and each of thofe 22 French feet ; then the French 
foot being to the Englifh as 1440 to 1952 ; an arpent is abont 2346 Englith feet, and 8 inches long. 
See Ordonnances de Louis XIV, fur le fait des Eaux and Foréts. Paris, 1687. p.112. F. 

+ Mr. Kalm fays, in his original, that the length of an arpent was fo determined, that they. reckoned 
84 of themvin a French licue or league; but'as this does by no means agree with the tatute arpent of 
France, which by order of King Lewis XIV. was fixed at 2209 feet, Paris meafure, (fee the preceding 
note) we thought proper to leave it out of thetext. F. i 
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feparate them. ‘Fhe ftone was very hard and compact, and the grains of quartz 
looked very fine. 

Second, Some pieces confifted of grey, particles of quartz, black glimmer, and horn- 
ftone, together with a few particles of fpar, which made a very clofe, hard, and com- 

aét mixture, only differing from the former in colour. 

Third, A few of the {tones confifted of a mixture of white quartz and black glim- 
mer, to which fome red grains of quartz were added. ‘The {par (quartz) was moft 
predominant in this mixture, and the glimmer appeared in large flakes. This ftone 
was not fo well mixed as the former, and was by far not fo hard and fo compat, being 
eafily pourided. : > 

The mountains on which Fort St. Frederick is built, as likewife thofe on which the 
above kinds of {tone are found, confifted generally of a deep black lime-ftone, lying in 
lamelize as flates do, amd it might be called a kind of flates, which can be turned into 
quick-lime by fire *. This lime-ftone is quite black in the infide, and, when broken, 
appears to be of an exceeding fine texture. There are fome grains of a dark {par 
fcattered in it, which, together with fome other inéqualities, form veins in it. The 
ftrata which lie uppermoft in the mountains confift of a grey lime-ftone, which is feem- 
ingly no more than a variety of the preceding. The'black lime-ftone is conftantly 
found filled with petrifactions of all kinds, and chiefly the following. 

Peétinites, or petrified oftrese peétines. ‘Thefe petrified fhells were more abundant~ 
than any others that have been found here, and sometimes whole ftrata are met with, 
confifting merely of a quantity of hells of this fort, grown together ; they are gene- 
rally fmall, never exceeding an inch and a half in length. They are found in two dif. 
ferent ftates of petrifaction; one fhews always the impreffions of the elevated and 
hollow furfaces of the fhells, without any veftige of the. fhells themfelves. In the other 
appears the real fhell fticking in the ftone, and by its light colour is eafily diftinguifhable 
from the ftone. Both thefe kinds are plentiful in the ftone ; however, the impreffions 
are more in number than the real fhells. Some of the hells are very elevated, elpecially 
in the middle, where they form as it were a hump; others again are depreffed in the 
middle ; but in moft of them the outward Turface is remarkably elevated. The furrows 
always run longitudinally, or from the top, diverging to the margin. 

Petrified cornua ammonis. ‘Thefe are likewile frequently found, but not equal to 
the former in number: like the pectinitee, they are found really petrified, and in im- 
preflions ; among‘t them were fome petrified fhails. Some of thefe cornua ammonis 
were remarkably big, and I do not remember feeing their equals, for they meafured 
above two feet in diameter. 

Different kinds of corals could be plainly feen in, and feparated from, the ftone in 
which they lay. Some were white and ramofe, or lithophytes; others were ftarry 
corals, or madrepores; the latter were rather fcarce. 

I muft give the name of ftone-balls to a kind of ftones foreign to me, which are 
found in great plenty in fome of the rock-ftones. They were globular, one half of 
them projeéting generally above the rock, and the other remaining in it. They confift 
of nearly parallel fibres, which arife from the bottom as from a center, and {pread over 
the furface of the ball, and have agrey colour. The outfide of the balls is fmooth, but 
has a number of {mall pores, which externally appear to be covered with a pale grey 
cruft. They are from an inch to an inch and a half in diameter. ; 


*® Marmor f{chiftofum, Linn, Syft. IIT. p.40. Marmor unicolor nigrum, Wall. Min. pag. 61. a. 2. 
Line-flates, {chiftus calcareus. Forft. Introd. to Min. p.g. F. 
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Amongift fome other kinds of fand, which are found on the fhores of lake Champlain, 
two were very peculiar, and commonly lay in the fame place; and one was black, .and 
the other reddifh brown, or granite coloured. 2 ; 

The black fand always lies uppermoft, confifts of very fine grains, which, when 

examined by a microfcope, appear to have a dark blue colour, like that of a fmooth 
jron, not attacked by ruft.. Some grains are roundifh, but moft of them angular, with 
fhining furfaces ; and they fparkle when the fun fhines. All the Brains of this fand, 
without exception, are attracted by the magnet. Amongft thefe black or deep blue 
grains, they meet with a few grains of a red or garnet-coloured fand, which is the fame 
with the red fand which lics immediately under it, and which I fhall now defcribe. 
This red or garnet-coloured fand is very fine, -but not fo fine as the black fand. Its 
grains not only participate of the colour of garnets, but they are really nothing but 
pounded garnets, Some grains are round, others angulated : all thine and are femi- 
pellucid; but the magnet has no effect on them, and they do not fparkle fo much in 
fanfhine. This red fand is feldom found very pure, it being commonly mixed with a 
white fand, confifting of particlesyof quartz. The black and red fand is not found ia 
every part of the fhore, but only ina few places, in the order before mentioned. The 
uppermott or black fand lay about a quarter of an inch deep ;. when it was carefully 
taken off, the fand under it became of a deeper red the deeper it lay, and its depth was 
commonly greater than that of the former. When this was carefully taken away, the 
white fand of quartz appeared mixed very much at top with the red fand, but growing 
purer the deeper it lay. ‘This white fand was above four inches deep, had round 
grains, which made it entirely like a pearl fand. Below this was a pale grey angulated 
quartz fand. In fome places the garnet-coloured fand lay uppermoft,* and this grey 
engines one immediately under it, without a grain of either the black or the white 
fand. . 
I cannot determine the origin of the black or fteel-coloured fand, for it was not 
known here whether there were iron mines in the neighbourhood or not. But I am 
rather inclined to believe they may be found in thefe parts, as they are common in dif. 
ferent parts of Canada, and as this fand is found on the fhores of almoft all the lakes 
and rivers in Canada, though not in equal quantities. ‘The red or garnet-coloured fand 
has its origin hereabouts ; for though the rocks near Fort St. Frederick contained no 
garnets, yet there are ftones of different fizes on the fhores, quite different from the 
ftones which form thofe rocks; thefe {tones are very full of grains of garnets, and 
when pounded there is no perceptible difference between them and the red fand. In 
the more northerly parts of Canada, ‘or below Quebec, the mountains themfelves con- 
tain a great number of garnets. ‘Che garnet-coloured fand is very common on the 
fhores of the river St. Laurence. I fhall leave out feveral obfervations which I made 
upon the minerals hereabouts, as uninterelting to moft of my readers. 

The apocynum androfamifolium grows in abundance on hills covered with trees, 
and is in full flower about this time ; the French call it herbe 4 le puce. When the 
ftalk is cut or tore, a white milky juice comes out. The French attribute-the fame 
qualities to this plant, which the poifon-tree, or rhus vermix, has in the Englifh colonies ; 
-that its poifon is noxious to fome perfons, and haumlefs to others. ‘The milky juice 
when fpread upon the hands and body, has no bad effect on fome perfons; whereas 
others cannot come near it without being bliftered. I faw a foldier whofe hands were 
bliftered ali over, merely by plucking the plant, in order to thew it me; and it is faid 
its exhalations affect fome people, when they come within reach of them. It is gene- 
rally allowed here, that the lactefcent juice of this plant, when fpread on any part of 
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' the human bedy nat ‘only fwells the part, but frequently corrades the ikin; at Jeaft 
there are few ‘examples of perfons on whom it had no effe&. As-for my part, it +has 
never hurt me, though in prefence of feveral people I touched the plant, and rubbed 
my hands-with the juice till they were white all over, and Ihave often rubbed 
the plant in my hands till it was quite crufhed, without feeling the leaft inconvenience, 
or change on my hand. The cattle never touch this plant. 

July 12th. Burdock, or arétium lappa, grows in feveral places about the fort ; and 
the governor told me, that its tender fhoots are eaten in fpring as raddifhes, after the 
exterior peel is taken off. 

The fifon Canadenfe abounds in the woods. of all North America, The French call 
it cerfeuil fauvage, and make-ufe of it in fpring, in green foups, like chervil. It is uni- 
verfally praifed here as a wholefome antifcorbutic plant, and as one of the beft which 
can be had here in fpring. 

The afclepias fyriaca, or, as the Hrench call it, le cotonier, grows abundant in the 
country, on the fides of hills which lie near rivers and other fituations, as well in a dry 
and open. place in the woods, as ina rich loofe foil. When the ftalk is cut or broken 
it emits a laétefcent juice, and for this reafon the plant is reckoned in fome degree 
poifonous. The French in Canada neverthelefs ufe its tender fhoots in fpring, pre- 
paring them like afparagus; and the ufe of them is not attended with any bad con- 
lequences, as the flender fhoots have not yet had time to fuck up any thing poifongus. 
Its flowers are very odoriferous, and when in feafon, they fill the woods with their 
fragrant exhalations, and make it agreeable to travel in them, efpecially in the evening. 
The French in Canada make a fugar of the flowers, which for that purpofe are 
gathered in tht morning, when they are covered all over with dew. This dew is 
exprefled, and by boiling yields a ae good brown, palatable fugar. The pods of 
this plant, when ripe, contain a kind of wool, which enclofes the feed, and refembles 
cotton, from whence the plant has got its French name. The poor colleét it, and 
fill their beds, efpecially their children’s, with it, inftead of feathers. ‘This plant 
flowers in Canada at the end of June, and beginning of July, and the feeds are ripe in 
the middle of September. The horfes never eat of this plant. 

July 16th, This morning I croffed lake Champlain to the high mountain on its 

~-weftern fide, in order to examine the plants and other curiofities there. From the top 
of the rocks, at a little diftance from Fort St. Frederick, a row of yery high mountains 
appear'on the weftern fhore of lake Champlain, extending from fouth to north ; and 
on the eaftern fide of this lake is another chain of high mountains, running in the fame 
dire€tion, Thofe on the eaftern fide are not clofe to the lake, being about ten or 
twelve miles from it; and the country between it and them is low and flat, and covered 
with woods, which likewife clothe the mountains, except in fuch places as the 
fires, which deftroy the forefts here, have reached them and burnt them down. 
‘Thefe mountains have generally fteep fides, but fometimes they are found gradually 
floping. We croffed the lake ina canoe, which could only contain three perfons, 
and as foon as we landed we walked from the fhore to the top of the mountains. Their 
~ fides are very fteep, and covered with a mould, and fome great rock-ftones lay on 
them. All the mountains are covered with trees; but in fome places the forefts have 
been deftroyed by fire. After a great deal of trouble, we reached the top of one of the 
mountains, which was covered with a dufty mould. It was none of the higheft ; and 
fome of thofe which were ata greater diftance were much higher, but we had no time 
to go to them ; for the wind encreafed, and our boat was butalittle one. We found 

xo carious plants, or any thing remarkable here. 
2 When 
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‘When -we-returned to the -fhore we found-the-wind ‘rifen-to:fuch a-height, that we 
did-not -venture to-crofs the lake in our boat, and-for-that reafen I left the fellow to 
bring it-back, as foon as the-wind fubfided, .and walked round-the bay, which was a 
walk-of about feven Englifh miles. I was followed by my fervant, and, for want of a 
road, we kept clofe to the fhore, where we paffed over mountains and fharp ftones ; 
through thick forefts and deep marfhes, all which were known to be inhabited by 
numberlefs rattle-fnakes, of which we happily faw none at all. The -thore is very fuil 
of ftones in fome places, and covered with large angulated rock-ftones, which are 
fometimes roundifh, and their edges as it were worn off.. Now and then we met with 
a {mall fandy fpot covered with grey, but chiefly with the fine red fand which I have 
before-mentioned ; and the black iron fand likewife occurred fometimes. We found 
ftones of a red glimmer of a fine texture, on the mountains. Sometimes thefe moun- 
tains with the trees on them ftood perpendicular with the water-fide, but in fome places 
the fhore was marfhy. 

I faw a number of petrified cornua ammonis in one place, near the fhore, among a 
number of {tones and rocks. The rocks confift of a grey lime-ftone, which is a variety 
of the black one, and lies ina ftrata, as thatdoes. Some of them contain a number of 
petrifactions with, and without fhells; and in one place we found prodigious large 
cornua ammonis, about twenty inches in breadth, In fome places the water had wore 
off the ftone, but could not have the fame effeé on the petrifactions, which lay elevated 
above, and in a manner glued on the ftones. ‘ 

The mountains near the fhore are amazingly high and large, confifting of a compact 
grey rock {tone, which does not lie in ftrata as the lime-ftone, and the chief of whofe 
conftituent parts are a grey quartz, and a dark glimmer. ‘his rock-ftone reached 
down to the water, in places where the mountains ftood clofe to the fhore ; but where 
they were at fome diftance from it, they were fupplied by ftrata of grey and black lime- 
ftone, which reached to the watersfide, and which I never have feen covered with the 
grey rocks, ; 

The zizania aquatica grows in mud, and in the moft rapid parts of brooks, and is 
in full bloom about this time. ; 
July 17th. The diftempers which rage among the Indians are rheumatifms and 
pleurifies, which arife from their being obliged frequently to lie in moift parts of the 
woods at night; from the fudden changes of heat and cold, to which the air is ex- 
pofed here; and from their being frequently loaded with too great a quantity of {trong 
liquor, in which cafe they commonly lie down naked in the open air, without any 
regard to the feafon, or the weather. ‘Thefe diftempers, efpecially the pleurifies, are 
likewife very common among the French here ; and the governor told me he had once 
a very violent fit of the latter, and that Dr. Sarrafin had cured him in the following 
manner, which has been found to fucceed beft here. He gave him fudorifics, which 
were to operate between eight and ten hours; he was then bled, and the fudorifics 

repeated ; he was bled again, and that effectually cured him. 

Dr. Sarrafin was the royal phyfician at Quebec, and a correfpondent of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Paris. He was polleffed of great knowledge in the praétice 
of pnyfic, anatomy, and other fciences, and very agreeable in his behaviour. He died 
at Quebec of a malignant fever, which had been brought to that place by a thip, and 
with which he was infected at an hofpital, where he vifited the fick. He left a fon, - 
who likewife ftudied phyfic, and went to France to make himfelf more perfect in the 
practical part of it, but he died there. 

The 
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The intermitting fevers fometimes come amongft the people here, and the: venereal 
difeafe is common here. ‘The Indians are likewife infeed with it; and many of them 
have had it, and fome ftill have it; biit_they likewife are perfectly poffeffed of the art 
of curmg it. There are examples of Frenchmen and Indians, infected all over the 
body with this difeafe, who have been radically and perfeétly cured by the Indians, 
within five or fix months. The French have not been able to find this remedy out ; 
though they know that the Indians employ no mercury, but that their chief remedies 
are roots which are unknown to the French. I have afterwards heard what thefe 
plants were, and given an account of them at large to the Royal Swedifh Academy of 
Sciences*. 

We are very well acquainted in Sweden with the pain caufed by the tenie, or a 
kind of worms. They are lefs abundant in the Britifh North American colonies ; but 
in Canada they are very frequent. Some of thefe worms, which have been evacuated 
bya perfon, have been feveral yards long. It is not known, whether the Indians are 
afflicted with them or not. No particular remedies againit them are known here, and 
no one can give an account from whence they come, though the eating of fome fruits 
contributes, as is conjectured, to create them. 

July roth. Fort St. Frederick is a fortification on’ the fouthern extremity of lake 
Champlain, fitvated on a neck of land, between that lake and the river, which arifes 
from the union of the river Woodcreek, and lake St. Sacrement. The breadth of this 
river is here about a good mufket-fhot. The Englith call this fortrefs Crown Point, 
but its French name is derived from the French fecretary of ftate, Frederic Maurepas, 

.in whofe hands the direGtion and management of the French court of admiralty was at 
the time of the erection of this fort ; ae it is to be obferved, that the government of 
Canada is fubject to the court of admiralty in France, and the governor-general is 
always chofen out of that court. As moft of the places in Canada bear the names of 
faints, cuftom has made it neceffary to prefix the word faint to the name of the for- 
trefs. The fort is built on a rock, confifting of black lime-flates, as aforefaid ; it is 
nearly quadrangular, has high and thick walls, made of the fame lime-ftone, of which 

., there is a quarry about half a mile from the fort. On the eaftern part of the fort is a 
high tower, which is proof againft bombfhells, provided with very thick and fubftantial 
walls, and well ftored with cannon from the bottom almoft to the very top; and the 
governor livesin the tower. In the terre-plein of the fort is a well built little church, 
and houfes of ftone for the officers and foldiers. ‘There are fharp rocks on all fides 
towards the land, beyond a cannon-fhot from the fort, but among them are fome 
which are as high as the walls of the fort, and very near them. 

The foil about fort St. Frederick is faid to be very fertile, on both fides of the river 3 
and before the laft war a great many French families, efpecially old foldiers, have 
fettled there ; but the king obliged them to go into Canada, or to fettle clofe to the 
fort, and to lie in it at night. A great number of them returned at this time, and it 
was thought that about forty or fifty families would go to fettle here this autumn. 
Within one or two mufket-fhots to the eaft of the fort, is a wind-mill built of ftone, 
with very thick walls, and moft of the flour which is wanted to fupply the fort is 
ground here. This wind-mill is fo contrived as to ferve the purpofe of aredoubt, and 
at the top of it are five or fix fmall pieces of cannon. During the laft war there was a 
number of foldiers quartered in this mill, becaufe they could from thence look a great 


* See the Memoirsofthat Academy, for the year 1750, page 284. 
The filingia fylvatica is probably ose of thefe roots. F. 
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way up the river, and obferve whether the Englith heats approached ; which could not 
- bedone from the fort itfelf, and which was a matter of great confequence, as the Eng- 
lith might (if this guard had not been placed heré) have gone in their little boats clofe 
under the weftern fhore of the river, and then the hills would have prevented their 
being feen from the fort. ‘Therefore the fort ought to have been built on the {pot 
where the mill flands, and all thofe who come to fee it are immediately ftruck with the 
abfurdity of its fituation. If it had been erected in the place of the mill, it would have 
commanded the river, and prevented the approach of the enemy ; and a fmall ditch 
cut through the loofe lime-ftone, from the river (which comes out of the lake St. Sa- 
crement) to lake Champlain, would have furrounded the fort with flowing water, be- 
caufe it would have been fituated on the extremity of the neck of land. In that cafe the 
fort would always have been fufficiently fupplied with frefh water, and at a diftance 
from the high rocks which furrounded it in its prefent fituation. We prepared to-day 
to leave this place, having waited during fome days for the arrival of the yacht, which 
plies conftantly all fummer between the forts St. John and St. Frederick: during our 
ftay here, we had received many favours. ‘The governor of the fort, Mr. Lufignan, a 
man of learning and of great politenefs, heaped obligations upon us, and treated us with 
as much civility as if we had been his relations. I had the honour of eating at his 
table during my ftay here, and my fervant was allowed to eat with his. We had our 
rooms, &c. to ourfelves, and at our departure the governor fupplied us with ample 
provifions for our journey to fort St. John. In fhort, he did us more favours than we 
could have expected from our own countrymen, and the officers were likewife par- 
ticularly obliging to us. 

‘About eleven o’olock in the morning we fet out, with a fair wind. On both fides 
of the lake are high chains of mountains ; with the difference which I have before 
obferved, that on the eaftern fhore is a low. piece of ground covered with a foreft, ex- 
tending between twelve and eighteen Englith miles, after which’ the mountains begin 5 
and the country behind them belongs to New England. This chain confifts of high 
mountains, which are to be confidered as the boundaries between the French and Eng- 
ish poffeffions in thefe parts of North Anierica. On the wettern thore of the lake, the 
mountains reach quite to the water fide. The lake at firft is but a French miile broad, 
but always encreafes afterwards. The country is inhabited within a French mile of the 
fort, but after that, it is cavered with a thick foreft. At the diftance of about ten° 
French miles from fort St. Frederick, the lake is four fuch miles:-broad, and we per- 
ceive fome iflands in it. The captain of the yacht faid there were about fixty iflands in 
that lake, of which fome were of a confiderable fize. He affured me that the lake was 
in moft parts fo deep, that a line of two hundred yards could not fathom it; and clofe 
to the fhore, where a chain of mountains generally runs acrofs the country, it fre- 
quently has a depth of eighty fathoms. Fourteen French miles from fort St. Frederick 
we faw four large iflands in the lake, which is here about fix French miles broad. 
This day the fky was cloudy, and the clouds, which were very low, feemed to fur- 
round feveral high mountains, near the lake, with a fog; and from many mountains 
the fog rofe as the fmoke of a charcoal-kiln. Now and then we faw a little river which 
fell into the lake: the country behind the high mountains, on the weftern fide of the 
lake, is, as lamtold, covered for many miles together with a tall foreft, interfeCted by 
many rivers and brooks, with marthes and fmall lakes, and very fit to be inhabited< 
The fhores are fometimes rocky, and fometimes fandy here. Towards night the moun- 
tairis decreafed gradually ; the lake is very clear, and we obferved neither sar nor 

2 hallows. 
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fhallows in it. Late at night the wind abated, and we anchored.clofe to the fhore, and 
{pent one night here. hey 

July 20th. This morning we proceeded with a fair. wind... The place where we 
pafled the nightwas above half way to Fort St. John; for the diftance of that place from 
Fort St. Frederick, acrofs lake Champlain is computed. to be forty-one French miles ; 
that lake is here about fix Englifh miles in breadth. The mountains were now out of 
fight, and the country low, plain, and covered with trees. The fhores were fandy, 
and the lake appeared now from four to fix miles broad. It was really broader, but the 
iflands made it appear narrower. 

We often faw Indians in bark-boats clofe to the fhore, which was however not in- 
habited ; for the Indians came here only to catch fturgeons, wherewith this lake abounds, 
and which we often faw leaping up in the air. Thefe Indians lead a very fingular life : 
at one time of the year they live upon the fmall ftore of maize, beans, and melons, 
which they have planted ; during another period, or about this time,. their food is fith, 
without bread or any other meat ; and another feafon they eat nothing but ftags, roes, 
beavers, &c., which they fhoot in the woods, and rivers. They, however, enjoy long 
life, perfect health, and are more able to undergo hardfhips than other people. They 
fing and dance, are joyful, and always content; and would not, for a great deal, exe 
change their manner of life for that which is preferred in Europe. 4 

When we were yet ten French miles from fort St. John, we faw fome houfes onthe 
weftern fide of the lake, in which the French had lived before the laft war, and which 
they then abandoned, as it was by no means fafe : they. now returned to them again. 
‘Thefe were the firft houfes and fettlements which we faw after we had left thofe about 
fort St. Frederick. . ; 

There formerly was a wooden fort, or redoubt, on the eaftern fide of the lake, 
near the water-fide; and the place where it {tood was fhewn me, which at prefent is 
quite overgrown with trees. ‘The French built it to prevent the incurfions of the In- 
dians over this lake; and I was affured that many Frenchmen had been flain in thefe 
places. Atthe fame time they told me, that they reckon four women to one man in 
Canada, becaufe annually feveral Frenchmen are killed on their expeditions, which 
they undertake for the fake of trading with the Indians, 

A wind-mill built of ftone, ftands on the eaft. fide of the lake on a projecting piece 
of ground. Some Frenchmen have lived near it ; but they left it when the war broke 
out, and are not yet come back toit. From this mill to Fort St. John they reckon eight 
French miles. The Englith.,with their Indians, have burnt the houfes here feveral 
times, but the mill remaiz@é unhurt. 

The yacht which we went into St.John was the firft that was built here, and 
employed on Lake Champlain, for formerly they made ufe of bateaux to fend pro- 
vifions over the lake. ‘The captain of the yacht was a Frenchman, born in this country ; 
he had built it, and taken the foundings of the lake, in order to find out the true road 
between Fort St. John and Fort St. Frederick. Oppofite the wind-mill the lake isabout 
three fathoms deep, but it grows more and more fhallow the nearer it comes to Fort 
St. John. 

*Ve now perceived houfes on the fhore again. The captain had otter-fkins in the 
cab 1, which were perfectly the fame in colour and fpecies with the European ones, 

‘Otters are faid to be very abundant in Canada. : 
~.Seal-fkins are here made ufe of to cover boxes and trunks, and they often made 
portmantles of them in Canada. The common people had their tobacco pouches made 
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of the fame fkins. ‘The feals here are entirely the‘fame. with the Swedifh or European 
one, which are grey with black fpots. They are faid to be plentiful in the mouth of 
the river St. Lawrence,:below Quebec, and go up that river as far as its water is falt. 
They have not been found in any of the great lakes of Canada. The French call them 
loups marins *, 

The French in their colonies, fpend much more time in prayer and cxternal worfhip, 
than the Englifh and Dutch fettlers in the Britith colonics. “he fatter have neither 
morning nor evening prayer in their fhips and yachts, and no difference is nade between 
Sunday and other days. hey never, or very feldom, fay grace at dinnere On the 
contrary, the French here have prayers every morning and night on board their 
fhipping, and on.Sundays they pray more than commonly : they regularly fay grace at 
their meals ; and every one of them fays prayers in private as {con as he gets up. At 
Fort St. Frederick all the foldiers affembled together for morning and evening prayers. 
’ The only fault was, that moft of the prayers were read in Latin, which a great part 
of the people do not underftand. Below the above mentioned wind-mill, the breadth 
of the lake is about a mufketgfhot, and it looks more like a river than a lake. The 
country on both fides is low and Sat, and covered with woods. We faw at firft a few 
{cattered cottages along the fhore ; buta little further the country is inhabited without 
fMterruption. ‘The lake is here from fix to ten foot deep, and forms feveral iflands. 
During the whole courfe of this voyage, the fituation of the lake was always directly 
from S. S. W. to N.N.E. 

In fome parts of Canada are great tracts of land belonging to fingle perfons; from 
thefe lands, pieces of forty arpens long, and four wide, are allotted to each difcharged 
foldier who intends to fettle here ; but after his houfehold is eftablithed, he is obliged to 
pay the owner of the lands fix French francs annually. 

The lake was now fo fhallow in feveral. places, that we were obliged to trace the way 
for the yacht, by founding the depth with branches of trees. In other places oppofite, 
it was fometimes two fathom deep. 

' In the evening, about fun-fet, we arrived at Fort St. Jean, or St. John, having had a 
continual change of rain, fun-fhine, wind, and calm, all the afternoon. 

July 21ft. ‘St.John is a wooden fort which the French built in 1748, on the 
weftern fhore of the mouth of Lake Champlain, clofe to the water-fide. It was intended 
to cover the country round about it, which they were then going to people, and to 
ferve as a magazine for provifions and ammunition, which were ufually fent from 
Montreal to Fort St. Frederick ; becaufe they may go in yachts from hence to the laft 
mentioned place, which is impoffible lower down, as about two gun-fhot further, there 
is a fhallow full of ftones, and very rapid water in the river, over which they can only 
pafs in bateaux, or flat veffels. Formerly Fort Chamblan, which lies four French 
miles lower, was the magazine of provifions ; but as they were forced firft to fend them 
hither in bateaux, and then from hence on yachts, and the road to Fort Chamblan 
from Montreal being by land, and much round about, this fort was erected. It has 
a low fituation, and lies in a fandy foil, and the country about it is likewife low, flat, 
and covered with woods. The fort is quadrangular, and includes the fpace of one 
arpent fquare. In each of the two corners which look towards the lake is a wooden 
building, four ftories high, the lower part of which is of ftone to the height of about a 
fathom anda half. In thefe buildings, which are polyangular, are holes for cannon and ~ 
leffer firearms. In each of the’ two other corners towards the country, is only a little 


* See Wolves. 
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wooden houfe, two {tories high. Thefe buildings are intended for the habitations of 
the foldiers, and for the better defence of the place ; between thefe houfes there are 
poles, two fathoms and a half high, fharpened at the top, and driven into the ground 
clofe to one another. ‘They are made of the thuya tree, which is here reckoned the 
beft wood for keeping from petrifaction, and is much preferable to fir in that point. 
Lower down the pallifades were double, one row within the other. For the convenience 
ef the foldiers, a broad elevated pavement of more than two yards in height, is made 
in the infide of the fort all along the palifades, with a baluftrade. On this pavement 
the foldiers {tand and fire through the holes upon the enemy, without being expofed to 
their fire. In the laft year, 1748, two hundred men were in garrifon here; but at 
this time there were only a governor, a commiffary, a baker, and fix foldiers to take 
care of the fort and buildings, and to fuperintend the provifions which are carried to 
this place. The perfon who now commanded at the fort, was the Chevalier de Ganues, 
a very agreeable gentleman, and brother-in-law to Mr. Lufignan, the governor of Fort 
St. Frederick. The ground about the fort, on both fides the water, is rich and has a very 
good foil ; but it is till without inhabitants, though it is talked of, that it would get fome 
as foon as poffible. : 

The French in all Canada call the gnats marangoins, which name, it is faid, they 
have borrowed from the Indians. Thefe infeéts are in fuch prodigious numbers in the 
woods round Fort St. John, that it would more properly be called Fort de Marangoins. 
The marfhes and the low fituation of the country, together with the extent of the woods, 
contribute greatly to their multiplying fo much ; and when the woodsare cut down, the 
water drained, and the country cultivated, they probably will decreafe in number, and 
vanith at laft, as they have done in other places. : 

The rattle fnake, according to the unanimous accounts of the French, is never feen 
in this neighbourhood, nor further north near Montreal and Quebec ; and the mountains 
which furround Fort St. Frederick, are the moft northerly part on this fide, where they 
have been feen. Of all the fnakes which are found in Canada to the north of thefe 
mountains, none is poifonous enough to do any great harm toa man; and all without 
exception run away when they feea man. My remarks on the nature and properties of 
the rattle-fnake, I have communicated to the royal Swedifh academy of {ciences *, and 
thither I refer my readers. 

July 22d. This evening fome people arrived with horfes from Prairie, in order to 
fetch us. The governor had fent for them at my defire, becaufe there were not yet 
any horfes near Fort St. John, the place being only a year old, and the people had 
not had time to fettle near it. Thofe who led the horfes, brought letters to the 
governor from the governor-general of Canada, the Marquis la Galiffoniere, dated at 
Quebec the fifteenth of this month, and from the vice-governor of Montreal, the Baron 
de Longueil, dated the twenty-firft of the fame month. They mentioned that I had 
been particularly recommended by the French court, and that the governor fhould 
fupply me with every thing I wanted, and forward my journey ; and at the fame time 
the governor received two little cafks of wine for me, which they thought would 
relieve me on my journey. At night we drank the kings of France and Sweden’s 
health, under a falute from the cannon of the fort, and the health of the governor- 
general and others. 

July 23d. This morning we fet out on our journey to Prairie, from whence we 
intended to proceed to Montreal; the diftance of Prairie from Fort St. John, by land, 
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is reckoned fix French miles, and from thence to Montreal two lieues (leagues) and 
a half, by the river St. Lawrence, At firft we kept along the fhore, fo that we had 
on our right the Riviere de St. John (St. John’s river.) This is the name of the mouth 
of the Lake Champlain, which falls into the river St. Lawrence, and is fometimes called 
Riviere de Champlain (Champlain river.) After we had travelled about a French 
mile, we turned to the left from the fhore. The country was alwayslow, woody, and 
pretty wet, though it was in the midft of fummer ; fo that we found it difficult to get 
forward. But it is to be obferved that Fort St. John was only built laft fummer, when 
this road was firft made, and confequently it could not yet have acquired a proper 
degree of folidity. ‘Two hundred and fixty men were three months at work, in making 
this road; for which they were fed at the expence of the government, and each 
received thirty fols every day; and I was told that they would again refume the work 
next autumn. ‘The country hereabouts is low and woody, and of courfe the refidence 
of millions of gnats and flies, which were very troublefome to us. After we had gone 
about three French miles, we came out of the woods, and the ground feemed to have 
been formerly a marfh, which was now dried up. From hence we had a pretty good 
profpeét onall fides. On our right hand at a great diftance we faw two high mountains, 
rifing remarkably above the reft; and they were not far from Fort Champlain. We 
could likewife from hence fee the high mountain which lies near Montreal; and our 
road went on nearly in a ftraight line. Soon after, we got again upon wet and low 
grounds, and after that into a wood which confifted chiefly of the fir with leaves which 
have a filvery underfide *. We found the foil which we paffed over to day, ver 
fine and rich, and when the woods are cleared and the ground cultivated, it will 
probably prove very fertile. There are no rocks, and hardly any ftones near the 
road. 

About four French miles from Fort St. John, the country makes quite another 
appearance. It isall cultivated, and a continual variety of fields with excellent wheat, 
peafe, and oats, prefented itfelf to our view; but we faw no other kinds of corn. 
The farms ftood feattered, and each of them was furrounded by its corn-fields, and 
meadows ; the houfes are built of wood and very fmall. Inftead of mofs, which cannot 
be got here, they employ clay for ftopping up the crevices in the walls. The roofs are 
made very much floping, and covered with ftraw.~ The foil is good, flat, and divided 
by feveral rivulets ; and only in a few places there are fome little hills. The profpe& 
is very fine from this part of the road, and as far aS I could fee the country, it was. 
~ cultivated ; all the fields. were covered with corn, and they generally ufe fummer 
wheat here. The ground is ftill very fertile, fo that there is no occafion for leaving 
it to lie as fallow. The forefts are pretty much cleared, and it isto be feared that 
there will be a time, when wood will become very fearce. Such was the appearance of 
the country quite up to Prairie, and the river St. Lawrence, which laft wahad now always 
in fight ; and, in a word, this country was in my opinion the finelt of North America, 
which I had hitherto feen. 

About dinner-time we arrived at Prairie, which is fituated on a little rifing ground 
near the river St. Lawrence. We ftaid here this day, becaufe I intended to vifit the 
places in this neighbourhood before I went on. 

Prairie de la Magdalene is a {mall village on the eaftern fide of the river St. Lawrence, 
about two French miles and a half from Montreal, which place lies N. W. from- 
hence, on the other fide of the river. All the country round Prairie is quite flat, and 
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has hardly any rifings. On all fides are large corn-fields; meadows, and paftures. 
On the weftern fide, the river St. Lawrence paffes by, and has here a breadth of a 
French mile and a half, if not more. Moft of the houfes in Prairie “are built of timber, 
with floping wooden roofs, and the crevices in the walls are ftopped up with clay. 
There are fome little buildings of ftone, chiefly of the black lime-ftone, or of pieces of 
rock-ftone, in which latter the enchafement of the doors -and windows was made of the 
black lime-ftone, Inthe midft of the village is a pretty church of ftone, witha fteeple 
at the weit end of it, furnifhed with bells. Before the door isa crols, together with 
ladders, tongs, hammers, nails, &c., which aré to reprefent all the inftruments. 
made ufe of at the crucifixion of.our Saviour, and perhaps many others befides them. 
The village is furrounded with palifades, from four yards to five high, put up formerly 
as a barrier again{t the incurfions of the Indians. | Without thefe palifades are feveral 
little Kitchen and pleafure gardens, but very few fruit-treesin them. ‘lhe rifing- 
grounds along the river are very inconfiderable here. Jn this place there was a prieft, 
and a captain, who affumed the name of governor. The corn-fields round the place 
are extenfive, and fown with fummer-wheat; but rye, barley and maize are never feen. 
To the fouth-weft of this place is a great fallin the river St. Lawrence, and the noife 
which it caufes, may be plainly heard here. When the water in {pring encreafes in 
the river, on account of the ice which then begins to diffolve, it fometimes happens to 
rife fo high as to overflow a great part of the fields, and, inftead of fertilizing them as 
the river Nile fertilizes the Egyptian fields by its inundations, it does them much 
damage, by carrying a number of graffes and plants on them, the feeds of which fpread 
the worft kind of weeds, and ruin the fields. Thefe inundatioi.s oblige the people to. 
take their cattle a great way off, becaufe the water covers a great tract of land; but 
happily it never ftays on it above two or three days. The caufe of thefe inundations 
is generally owing to the {topping of ice in fome part of the river. 

The zizania aquatica, or folle avoine grows plentiful in the rivulet, or brook, which. 
flows fomewhat below Prairie. 

July 24th. This morning I went from Prairie in a bateau to Montreal, upon the 
river St. Lawrence. The river is very rapid, but not very deep near Prairie, fo that 
the yatcht cannot go higher than Montreal, except in fpring with the high water, when 
they can‘come up to Prairie, but no further. ‘The town of Montreal may be feen at 
Prairie, and all the way down to it. Onour arrival there we found a crowd of people 
at that gate of the town, where we were to pafs through. They were very defirous of 
feeing us, becaufe they were informed that fome Swedes were to come to town ; people 
of whom they had heard fomething, but whom they had never feerr; and we are 
aflured by every body, that we were the firft Swedes that ever came to Montreal. As. 
foon as we were landed, the governor of the town fent a captain to me, who defired I 
would follow kjm to the governor’s houfe, where he introduced me to him. The 
Baron Longueuil was as yet vice-governor, but he daily. expected his promotion from 
France. He received me more civilly and generoufly than I can well defcribe, and 
fhewed me letters from the governor-general at Quebec, the Marquis de la Galiffoniere, 
which mentioned that he had received orders from the French court to fupply me with 
whatever I fhould want, as I was to travel in this country at the expence of His moft 
Chriftian Majefty. In fhort Governor Longueuil Joaded me with greater favours than 
I could expect or even imagine, both during my prefent ftay and on my return from 

uebec. z 
2 ‘Lhe difference between the manners and cuftoms of the French in Montreal and 
Canada, and thofe of the Englith in the American colonies, is as great as that between. 
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the manners of thofe two nations in Europe. ‘The women in general are handfome 
here; they are well bred, and virtuous, with an. innocent and becoming freedom. 
‘They drefs out very ine on Sundays ; and though on the other days they do not take 
much pains with other parts of their drefs, yet they are very fond of adorning their 
heads, the hair of which is always curled and powdered, and ornamented with glittering 
bodkins and aigrettes. Every day but Sunday, they wear a little negt jacket, and. a. 

“fhort petticoat which hardly reaches half the leg, and inthis particular they feem to 
imitate the Indian women. ‘The heels of their thoes are high, and very narrow, and it 
is furprizing how they walk on them. In their knowledge of ceconomy, they greatly 
furpafs the Englith women in the plantatians, who indeed have taken the liberty of 
throwing all the burthen of houfe-keeping upon their hufbands, and fit in their chairs 
all day with folded arms*. ‘The women in Canada on the contrary do not {pare 
themfelves, efpecially among the common people, where they are always in the fields, 
meadows, ftables, &c. and do not diflike any work whatfoever. However, they feem 
rather remifs in regard to the cleaning of the utenfils, and apartments ; for fometimes 
the floors, both in the town and country, were hardly cleaned once in fix months, 
which is a difagreeable fight to one who comes from amongft the Dutch and Englith, 
where the conftant feouring and fcrubbing of the floors is reckoned as important as the 
exercife of religion itfelf. ‘To prevent the thick duft, which is thus left on the floor, 
from being noxious to the health, the women wet it feveral times a day, which renders 
it more confiftent; repeating the afperfion as often as the duit is dry and rifes again. 
Upon the whole, however, they are not averfe to the taking a part in all the bufinefs 
of houfekeeping; and I have with pleafure fcen the daughters of the better fort of 
people, and of the governor himfelf, not too finely drefled, and going into kitchens and. 
cellars, to look that every thing be done as it ought. 

‘The men are extremely civil, and take their hats off to every perfon indifferently 
whom they meet in the ftreets. It is cuftomary to return a vifit the day after you have 
received one; though one fhould have fome {cores to pay in one day. 

I have been told by fome among the French, who had gone a. beaver-hunting with 
the Indians to the northern paris of Canada, that the animals whofe {kins they 
endeavour to gat, and which are there in great plenty, are beavers, wild-cats, or lynxes, 
and martens. Thefe animals are the more valued, the farther they are caught to the 
north, for their fkins have better hair, and look better than thofe which are taken more 
fouthward, and they became gradually better or worfe, the more they are northward 
or fouthward. . ; 

White partridgest is the name which the French in Canada give to a kind of birds, 
abounding during winter near Hudfon’s Bay, and which are undoubtedly our ptarmi- 
gans, or {now-hens (tetrao lagopus}. They are very plentiful at the time of a great 
froft, and when aconfiderable quantity of {now happens to fall. ‘Phey are defcribed 
to me as having rough white feet, and being white all over, except three or four black 
feathers in the tail ;, and they are reckoned yery fine eating. From Edward’s Natural 
Hiftory of Birds (page 72) it appears, that the ptarmigans are common about Hud. 


fon’s Bay }. 


* Jt feems, that for the future, the fair fex.in the Englifh colonies in North-Amcrica, will no longer 
deferve the reproaches Mr. Kalm ftigmatizes them with repeatedly, fince it is generally reported, that the _ 
ladies of late have vyed one with another, in providing their families with linen, ftockings, and home-fpun 
cloth of their own making, and that a general fpirit of induftry prevails among them at this prefent 
tims F. : 7 

+ Perdrix blanches. } See Br. Zool. Suppl. plate XI. f.1. F. 
Hares 


622 KALM’S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 


Hares are likewife faid to be plentiful near Hudfon’s Bay, and they are abundant 
even in Canada, where I have often feen, and foiind them perfectly correfponding 
with our Swedifh hares. In fummer they have a brownifh grey, and in winter a fnowy 
white colour, as with us *. 

Mechanics, fuch as archite@ure, cabinet-work, turning, and the like, were not yet 
fo forward here as they ought to be; and the Englith, in that particular, out-do the 
French. The chief caufe of this is, that fearce any other people than difmiffed foldiers 
come to fettle here, who have not had any Opportunity of learning a mechanical trade, but 
have fometimes accidentally, and through neceffity, been obliged to it. There are 
however fome who have a good notion of mechanics, and I fawa perfon here who made 
very good clocks and watches, though he had had but very little inftruétion, 

July 27th. The common houfe-flies have but been obferved in this country about 
one hundred and fifty years ago, as I have been affured by feveral perfons in this town, 
and in Quebec. All the Indians affert the fame thing, and are of opinion that the 
common. flies firft came over here with the Europeans and their fhips, which were 
ftranded on this coaft. I thall not difpute this ; however, I know, that whilft I was in 
the defarts between Saratoga and Crown Point, or Fort St. Frederick, and fat down to 
reft or to eat, a number of our common flies always came and fettled on me, It is 
therefore dubious, whether they have not been longer in America than the term above- 
mentioned, or whether they have been imported from Europe. On the other hand, ie 
may be-urged that the flies were left in thofe defarts at the time when fort Anne was 
yet in a good condition, and when the Englith often travelled there and back again ; 
not to mention that feveral Europeans, both before and after that time, had travelled 
through thofe places, and carried the flies with them, which were attracted by their 
rovifions. 

f ‘Wild cattle are abundant in the fouthern parts of Canada, and have been there fince 
times immemorial. They are plentiful in thofe parts, particularly where the Illinois 
Indians live, which are nearly in the fame latitude with Philadelphia ; but further to 
the north they are feldom obferved. I faw the fkin of a wild ox to-day ; it was as big 
as one of the largeft ox hides in Europe, but had better hair. The hair is dark brown, 
like that on a brown bear-ikin. That which is clofe to the fkin is as foft as wool. This 
hide was not very thick ; and in general they do not reckon them fo valuable as bear 
fkins in France. In winter they are fpread on the floors, to keep the feet warm, 
Some of thefe wild cattle, as Iam told, have a longand fine wool, as good, if not better, 
than fheep wool. They make ftockings, cloth, gloves, and other pieces of worfted 
work of it, which look as well as if they were made of the beft fheep wool; and the 
Indians employ it for feveral ufes. The fleth equals the beft beef in gocdnefs and fat- 
nefs. Sometimes the hides are thick, and may be made ufe of as cow-hides are in 
Europe. The wild cattle in general are faid to be ftronger and bigger than European 
cattle, and of a brown red colour. Their horns are but fhort, though very thick clofe 
to the head. Thefe, and feveral other qualities, which they have in common with, 
and in greater perfection than the tame cattle, have induced fome to endeavour to tame 
them ; by which ‘means they would obtain the advantages arifing from their goodnefs 
of hair, and, on account of their great ftrength, be able to employ them fuccefsfully in 
agriculture. With this view fome have repeatedly got young wild calves, and brought 
“them up in Quebec, and other places, among the tame cattle; but they commonly 
died in three or four years time; and though they have feen people every day, yet they 


* See a figure of this hare in its white flate, in the Supol. to Br. Zool, plate xlvii.f. 1. F. i 
ave 
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have always retained a natural ferocity. They have conftantly been very thy, pricked 
up their ears at the fight of a man, and trembled, or run about; fo that the art of 
taming them has not hitherto been found out. Some have been of opinion, that thefe 
cattle cannot well bear the cold; as they never go north of the place I mentioned, 
though the fummers be very hot, even in. thofe northern parts. -They think that, 
when the country about the Illinois is better peopled, it will be mpre eafy to tame 
thefe cattle, and that afterwards they might more eafily be ufed to the northerly 
climates*. The Indians and French in Canada make ufe of the horns of thefe crea- 
tures to put gunpowder in. 

The peace which was concluded between France and England was proclaimed this 
day. The foldiers were under arms; the artillery on the walls was fired off, and 
fome falutes were given by the {mall fire-arms. All night fome fire-works were ex- 
hibited, and the whole town was illuminated. All the ftreets were crowded with 
people till late at night. The governor invited me to fupper, and to partake of the 
joy of the inhabitants. There were prefent a number of officers, and perfons of dif- 
tinction ; and the feftival concluded with the greateft joy. 

July 28th. This morning I accompanied the governor, Baron Longueuil, and his 
family, to a little iland called Magdalene, which is his own property. It lies in the 
river St. Lawrence, direétly oppofite to the town, on the eaftern fide. The governor 
had here a, very neat houfe, though it was not very large, a fine extenfive garden, and 
acourt-yard. The river paffes between the town and this ifland, and is very rapid. 
Near the town it isdeep enough for yachts ; but towards the ifland it grows more fhal- 
low, fo that they are obliged to puth the boats forwards with poles. ‘There was a mill 
on the ifland, turned by the mere force of the ftream, without an additional mill- 
dam. 

The fmooth fumach, or rhus glabra, grows in great plenty here. I have no where 
{een it fo tall as in this place, where it had fometimes the height of eight yards, anda 
proportionable thicknefs. 

Saflafras is planted here; for its never found wild in thefe parts, Fort Anne being 
the moft northerly place where I have found it wild. ‘Thofe fhrubs which were on the 
ifland had been planted many years ago; however, they were but {mall fhrubs, from 
two to three feet high, and fcarce fo much. The reafon is, becaufe the ftem is killed 
every winter, almoft down to the very root, and muft produce new fhoots every 
fpring, as I have found from my own obfervations here ; and fo it appeared to be near 
the Forts Anne, Nicholfon, and Ofwego. It will therefore be in vain to attempt to 
plant faffafras in a very cold climate. 

The red mulberry-trees (morus rubra, Linn.) are likewife planted here. I faw four 
or five of them about five yards high, which the governor told me had been twenty 
years in this place, and were brought from more foutherly parts, fince they do not 
grow wild near Montreal. ‘Che moft northerly place, where | have found it growing 
{pontaneoufly, is about twenty Englifh miles north of Albany, as I have been affured 
by the country people who live in that place, and who at. the fame time informed me, 
that it was very fcarce in the woods. When I came to Saratoga, I enquired whether 
any of thefe mulberry-trees had been found in that neighbourhood? but every body 
told me, that they were never feen in thofe parts, but that the before-mentioned place, 


* But by this means they would lofe that fuperiority which in their wild ftate they have over the tame 
sales a the progenies of tamed animals degenerate from the excellence of their wild and free an- 
ceftors. F. 
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twenty miles above Albany, is the moft northern one where they grow. “Thofe mul-’ 
berry-trees, which were planted on this ifland, fucceed very well, though they are 

placed ina poor foil. Their foliage is large and thick, but they did not bear any fruits 

ee year. However, I was informed that they can bear a confiderable degree of 

cold. 

The water-beech was planted here in a fhady place, and was grown toa great height. 
All the French hereabouts call it cotonier*. It is never found wild near the rive 
St. Lawrences nor north of Fort St. Frederick, where it is now very fcarce. i 

The red cedar is called cedre rouge by the French, and it was likewife planted in” 
the governor’s garden, whether it had been brought from more fouthern parts, 
for it isnot to be met with in the forefts hereabouts. However, it came on very well 

ere. 

About half an hour after feven in the evening we left this pleafant ifland, and an 
hour after our return the Baron de Longueuil received two agreeable pieces of news at 
once. The firft was, that his fon, who had been two years in France, was returned ; 
and the fecond, that he had brought with him the royal patents for his father, by 
which he was appointed governor of Montreal, and the country belonging to. it. 

They make ufe of fans here, which are made of the tails of the wild turkeys. As 
foon as the birds are fhot, their tails are fpread like fans, and dried, by which means 
they keep their figure. The ladies and the men of diftin€tion in town wear thefe fans, 
when they walkin the ftreets, during the intenfenefs of the heat. 

All the grafs on the meadows round Montreal confifts chiefly of a fpecies of meadow- 
grafs, or the poa capillaris, Linn. t. This is a very flender grafs, which grows very 
clofe, and fucceeds even on the drieft hills. It is however not rich in foliage; and the 
flender ftalk is chiefly ufed for hay. We have numerous kinds of grafles in Sweden, 
which make infinitely finer meadows than this. ; 

July 30th. The wild plumb-trees grow in great abundance on the hills, along the 
rivulets about the town. ‘They were fo loaded with fruit, that the boughs were quite 
bent downwards by the weight. ‘The fruit was not yet ripe, but when it comes to that 
perfection, it has a red colour and a fine tafte, and preferves are fometimes made 
of it. ; : 
Black currants (ribes nigrum, Linn.) are plentiful in the fame places, and its ber- 
ries were ripe at this time, They are very fmall, and not by far fo agreeable as thofe 
in Sweden. 

Parfnips grow in great abundance on the rifing banks of rivers, along the corn-fields, 
and in other places. This led me to think, that they were original natives of America, 
and not firft brought over by the Europeans.. But on my journey into the country of 
the Iroquois, where no European ever had a fettlement, I never once faw it, though 
the foil was excellent ; and from hence it appears plain enough, that it was tranfported 
hither from Europe, and is not originally an American plant; and therefore it is in 
vain fought for in any part of this continent, except among the European fettlements. 

Auguft ft. The governor-general of Canada commonly refides at Quebec ; but 
he frequently goes to Montreal, and generally fpends the winter there. In fummer 
they chiefly refide at Quebec, on account of the king’s fhips, which arrive there 
during that feafon, and bring him letters, which he mut anfwer ; befides other 
vufinefs which comes in about that time. During his refidence in Montreal he lives in 


* Cotton-tree, Mr. Kalm mentions before, that this name is given to the afclepias fyriaca. F,_ 
Mr, Kalm defcribes it thus : poa culmo fubcompreflo panicula tenuiffima, fpiculis trifloris minimis, 
fiofculis bafi pubetcentibus. 
the 
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the caftle, as it is called, which is a large houfe of flone, built by Governor-general 
Vaudreuil, and {till belonging to his family, who hire it to the King. 

They have in Canada fcarce any other but paper-currency. T hardly ever faw any 
coin, except French fols, confifting of brafs, with a very fmall mixture of filver ; they 
were quite thin by conftant circulation, and were valued at a fol and a half. The bills 
are not printed, but written. Their origin is as follows: the French King having 
found it very dangerous to fend money for the pay of the troops, and other purpofes, 
over to Canada, on account of privateers, fhipwrecks, and other accidents ; he ordered 
that inftead of it the intendant, or King’s f{teward, at Quebec, or the commiffary at 
Montreal, fhould write bills for the value of the fums which are due to the troops, 
and which they diftribute to each foldier. On thefe bills is infcribed, that they bear 
the value of fuch or fuch a fum, tll next Oftober; and they are figned by the inten- 
dant, or the commiffary ; and in the interval they bear the value of money. In the 
month of October, at a certain ftated time, every one brings the bills in his poffefion 
to the intendant at Quebec, or the commiflary at Montreal, who exchanges them for 
bills of excharige upon France, which are paid there in lawful money, at the King’s 
exchequer, as {oon as they are prefented. If the money is not yet wanted, the bill 
may be kept till next OGtober, when it may be exchanged by one of thofe gentlemen, 
fora bill upon France, The paper money can only be delivered in October, and ex- 
changed for bills upon France. ‘They are of different values, and fome do not exceed 
a livre, and perhaps fome are ftill lefs. Towards autumn, when the merchants’ thips 
come in from France, the merchants endeavour to get as many bills as they can, and 
change them for bills upon the French treafury. Thefe bills are partly printed, fpaces 
being left for the name; fum, &c. ; but the firft bill, or paper currency is all wrote, and 
is therefore fubjeé&t to be counterfeited, which has fometimes been done; but the great 
punifhments which have been inflicted upon the authors of thefe forged bills, and which 
generally are capital, have deterred people from attempting it again ; fo that examples 
of this kind are very fcarce at prefent. As thereisa great want of fmall coin here, the 
buyers or fellers were freqiently obliged to fuffer a fmall lofs, and could pay no inter- 
mediate prices between one livre and two *. 

They commonly give one hundred and fifty livres a year to a faithful and diligent 
footman, and to a maid-fervant of the fame character one hundred livres. A journey- 
man to an artift gets three or four livres a day, and a common labouring man gets 
thirty or forty folsa day. ‘The fcarcity of labouring people occafions the wages to be fo 
high; for almoft every body finds it fo eafy to fet up as a farmer in this uncultivated 
country, where he can live well,‘and at a finall expence, that he does not care to ferve 
and work for others. 

Montreal is the fecond town in Canada, in regard to fize and wealth; but it is the 
firft on account of its fine fituation, and mild climate. Somewhat above the town, the 
river St. Lawrence divides into feveral branches, and by that means forms feveral 
iflands, and among which the ifle of Montreal is the greateft. It is ten French. miles 
long, and near four broad, in its broadeft part. The town of Montreal is built on the 
eaftern fide of the ifland, and clofe to one of the moft confiderable branches of the river 
St. Lawrence; and thus it receives a very pleafant and advantageous fituation. The 
town has a quadrangular form, or rather it is a reCtangular parallelogram, the long and 


* The fol is the loweft coin in Canada, and is about the value of a penny in the Englifh colonies, A livre, 
or franc, (for they are both the fame) contains twenty fols; and three livres, or francs, make an ecu, or 
crown. 
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eaftern fide ov which extends along the great branch of the river.. On the other fide 
it is furrounded with excellent corn-fields, charming meadows, and delightful woods. 
It has got the name of Montreal from a great mountain, about half a mile weftwards of 
the town, and lifting its head far above the woods. Monfieur Cartier, one of the firft 
Frenchmen whg furveyed Canada more accurately, called this mountain fo, on his 
arrival in this ifland, in the year 1535, when he vifited the mountain, and the Indian 
town Hofhelaga near it. The priefts who, according to the Roman Catholic way, 
would call every place in this country after fome faint or other, calling Montreal, 
Ville Marie, but they have not been able to make this name general, for it has always 
kept its firft name. _It is pretty well fortified, and furrounded with a high and thick 
wall. On the eaft fide it has the river St. Lawrence, and on all the other fides a deep 
ditch filled with water,.which fecures the inhabitants againft all danger from the fud- 
den incurfions of the enemy’s. troops. However, it cannot long ftand a regular fiege, 
becaule it requires a great garrifon, on account of its extent; and becaule it confifts 
chiefly of wooden houfes. Here are feveral churches, of which I fhall only mention 
that belonging to the friars of the order of St. Sulpitius, that of the Jefuits, that of the 
Francifcan friars, that belonging to the nunnery, and that of the hofpital ; of which 
the firft is however by far the fineft, both in regard to its outward and inward orna- 
ments, not only in this place, but in all Canada. . The priefts of the feminary of 
St. Sulpitius have a fine large houfe, where they live together. The college of the 
Francifcan friars is likewife fpacious, and has good walls, but it is not fo magnificent as 
the former. The college of the Jefuits is fmall, but well built. To each of thefe 
three buildings are annexed fine large gardens, for the amufement, health, and ule of 
the communities to which they belong. Some of the houfes in the town are built of 
ftone, but moft of them are of timber, though very neatly built. Each of the better 
fort of houfes has a door towards the ftreet, with a feat on each fide of it, for amufe- 
ment and recreation in the morning and evening. The long ftreets are broad and ftrait, 
and divided at right angles by the fhort ones: fome are paved, but moft of them very 
uneven. The gates of the town are numerous; on the ‘eaft fide of the town to- 
wards the river are five, two great and three leffer ones; and on the other fide are 
likewife feveral. ‘The governor-general of Canada, when he is at Montreal, refides in 
the’caftle, which the government hires for that purpofe of the family of Vaudreuil ; 
but the governor of Montreal is obliged to buy or hire a houfe in town ; though I was 
told, that the government contributed towards paying the rents. : 

In the town is a nunnery, and without its walls half a ‘one ;. for though the laft was 
quite ready, however, it had not yet been confirmed By the pope. In the firft they do 
not receive every girl that offers herfelf ; for their parents muft pay about five hundred 
ecus, or crowns, for them. Some indeed are admitted for three hundred ecus, but 
they are obliged to ferve thofe who pay more than they. No poor girls are taken 
in. 

The King has ereéted a hofpital for fick foldiers here. The fick perfon there is pro- 
vided with every thing he wants, and the King pays twelve fols every day for his fay 
attendance, &c. The furgeons are-paid by the King. When an officer is brought to. 
this hofpital, who is fallen fick in the fervice of the crown, he receives victuals and 
attendance gratis: but if he has got a ficknefs in the execution of his private concerns, 
-and comes to be cured here, he muft pay it out of his own purfe. When there is 
room enough in the hofpital, they likewife take in fome of the fick inhabitants of the 
town and country. They have the medicines, and the attendance of the furgeons, 
gratis, but muft pay twelve fols per day for meat, &c. es 

Ta. Every 
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Every Friday is a market-day, when the country people come to the town with ‘pro- 
vifions, and thofe who want them muft fupply themfelves on that day, becaufe it is 
the only market-day in the whole week. that day likewife'a number of Indians 
come to town, to fell their goods, and buy others. 

The declination of tle magnetic needle was here ten degrees and thirty-eight minutes 
weft. Mr. Gillion, one of the priefts here, who had a particular tafte for mathematics 
and aftronomy, had drawn a meridian in the garden of the feminary, which he faid he 
had examined repeatedly by the fun and ftars, and found to be very exa&. I com- 
pared my compafs with it, taking care that no iron was near it, and found its declination 
juit the fame as that which I have before mentioned. 

According to Monfieur Gillion’s obfervations, the latitude of Montreal is forty-five 
degrees and twenty-feven minutes. < 

Monfieur Pontarion, another prieft, had made thermometrical obfervations in Mont- 
real, from the beginning of this year 1749. He made ufe of Reaumur’s thermometer, 
which he placed fomerimes in the window half open, and fometimes in one quite open, 
and accordingly it will feldom mark the greateft degree of cold in the air. However, 
I thall give a fhort abftraét of his obfervations for the winter months. In January the 
greateft cold was on the 18th day of the month, when the Reaumurian thermometer 
was twenty-three degrees below the freezing point. The leaft degree of cold was on 
the 31ft of the fame month, when it was jut at the freezing point, but moft of the 
days of this month it was from twelve to fen degrees below the freezing point. In 
February the greateft cold was on the rgth and 25th, when the thermometer was four- 
teen degrees below the freezing point ; and the leaft was on the 3d day of that month, 
when it rofe eight degrees above the freezing point ; but it was generally eleven degrees 
helowit, In March the greateft cold was gn the 3d, when it was ten degrees below the 
freezing point, and on the 22d, 23d, and 24th, it was mildeft, being fifteen degrees 
above it: in general it was four degrees below it. In April the greateft degree of cold 
happened on the 7th, the thermometer being five degrees below the freezing point ; the 
25th was the mildeft day, it being twenty degrees above the freezing point; but in 
general it was twelve degrees above it. ‘Thefe are the contents chiefly of Monfieur 
Pontarion’s obfervations during thofe months; but I found, by the manner he made 
his obfervations, that the cold had every day been from four to fix degrees greater than 
he had marked it. He had likewife marked in his journal, that the ice in the river 
St. Lawrence broke on the 3d of April at Montreal, and only on the 2oth day of that 
month at Quebec. On the 3d of May fome trees began to flower at Montreal, and on 
the 1th the hoary froft was fo great, that the trees were quite covered with it, as with 
fnow. The ice in the river clofe to this town is every winter above a French foot 
thick, and fometimes it is two of fuch feet, as I was informed by all whom I 
confulted on that head. 

Several of the friars here told me, that the fummers were remarkably longer in Ca- 
nada, fince its cultivation, than they ufed to be before ; it begins earlier, and ends later. 
The winters, on the other hand, are much fhorter ; but the friars were of opinion, 
that they were as hard as formerly, though they were not of the fame duration ; and 
likewife, that the fummer at prefent was no hotter than it ufed to be. The coldeft 
winds at Montreal are thofe from the north and north-weft. 

Aug. 2d. Early this morning we left Montreal, and went in a bateau on our jour- 
ney to Quebec, in company with the fecond major of Montreal, M. de Sermonville. 
We fell down the river St. Lawrence, which was here pretty broad on our left; on the 
north-weft fide was the ifle of Montreal, and on the right‘a number of other ifles, and 
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the hore. The ifle of Montreal was clofely inhabited 
plain, and the rifing land near the fhore confifted of pure mould, and was between 
three or four yards high. The woods were cut down along the river-fide, for the 
diftance of an Englifh mile.’ The dwelling-houfes were built of wood, or ftone, indif- 
criminately, and white-wafhed on the outfide. The other bufldings, fueh as barns, 
flables, &c. were all of wood. The ground next to the river was turned either into 
corn-fields or meadows. Now and then we perceived churches on both fides of the 
river, the fteeples of which were generally on that fide of the church which looked 
towards the river, becaufe they are not obliged here to put the fteeples on the weft end 
of the churches. ‘Within fix French miles of Montreal we faw feveral iflands of 
different fizes on the river, and moft of them were inhabited ; and if fome of them 
were without houfes on them, they were fometimes turned into corn-fields, 
rally into meadows. We faw no mountains, hills, rocks, or {tones to-day, 
being flat throughout, and confifting of pure mould. 

All the farms in Canada ftand feparate from each other, fo that each farmer has his 
poffeflions entirely diftin& from thole of his neighbour. Each church, it is true, hasa 
little village near it ; but that confifts chiefly of the parfonage, a {chool for the boys and. 
girls of the place, and of the houfes of tradefmen, but rarely of farm-houfes ; and if 
that was the cafe, yet their fields were feparated. The Pencloules hereabouts are 

enerally built all along the rifing banks of the river, either clofe to the water: or at 
eae diftance from it, and about three or four arpens from each other. To fome 
farms are annexed fmall orchards: but they are in general without them; however, 
almoft every farmer has a kitchen-garden. 

T have been told by all thofe who have made journies to the fouthern parts of Canada, 
and to the river MiflsGippi, that the woods there abound with peach-trees, which bear 
excellent fruit, and that the Indians of thofe parts fay, that thofe trees have been there 
fince time immemorial. ; 

The farm-houfes are generally built of ftone, but fometimes of timber, and have 
three or four rooms. ‘The windows are feldom of glafs, but moft frequently of paper. 
‘They have iron ftoves in one of the rooms, and chimnies in the reft. The roofs are 
covered with boards. The crevices and chinks are filled up with clay. The other 
buildings are covered with ftraw. 

There are feveral crofles put up by the road fide, which is parallel to the thores of 
the river. Thefe croffes are very. common in Canada, and are put up to excite devotion 
in the traveller. They are made of wood, five or fix yards high, and proportionally 
broad. In that fide which looks towards the road is a {quare hole, in which they 
place an image of our Saviour, the crofs, or of the holy Virgin, with the child incher 
arms ; and before that they put a piece of glafs, to prevent its being fpoiled by the 
weather. ‘lhofe croffes, which are not far from churches, are very much adorned, 
and they put up about them all the inftruments which they think the Jews employed 
in crucifying our Saviour, fuch as a hammer, tongs, nails, a flatk of vinegar, and per- 
haps many more than were really made ufe of. A figure of the cock, which crowed 
when St. Peter denied our Lord, is commonly put at the top of the crofs. : 

The country on both fides was very delightful to-day, and the fine ftate of its cultiva- 
tion added greatly to the beauty of tlte fcene. It could really be called a village, 
beginning at Montreal, and ending at poe eae is a diftance of more than one 
hundred and eighty miles ; for the Be oufes are never above five arpens, and fome- 
times but three, afunder, a few places excepted. The profpe& is exceedingly beautiful, 
when the river goes on for fome miles together in a {trait line, becaule it then 
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Serer the diftances between the houfes, and makes them form exaétly one continued - 
willage. oe ee He 

All the women th the country, without exception, wear caps of fome kind or other. 
Their jackets are fhort, and fo are their petticoats, which fcarce reach down to the 
middle of their legs; and they have a filver crofs hanging down on the breaft. In 
general they are very laborious ; however, I faw fome, who, like the Englifh women in 
the colonies, did nothing but prattle all the day. Wien they have any thing to do within 
doors, they (efpecially the gitls) commonly fing fongs, in which the words Amour and 
Coeur are very frequent. In the country it is ufual, that when the hufband receives a 
vifit from perfons of ‘rank, and dines with them, his wife ftands behind and ferves him ; 
but in the towns, the ladies are more diftinguifhed, and would willingly affume an equal, 
if not a fuperior, power to their hufbands. When they go out of doors they weak 
long cloaks, which cover all their other clothes, and are either grey, brown, or blue. 
The men fometimes make ufe of them, when they are obliged to go in the rain. The 
women have. the advantage of being in a difhabille under thefe cloaks, without any ~ 
_body’s perceiving it. ; 

‘We fometimes faw wind-mills near the farms. ‘They were generally built of ftone. 
with a roof of boards, which, together with its flyers, could be turned to the wind 
occafionally. ‘ 
~The breadth of the river was not always equal to-day ;_in the narrowelt place it was 
about a quarter of an Englith mile broad ; in other parts it was near two Englifh miles. 
"The fhore was fometimes high and fteep, and fometimes low, or floping. 

‘At three o’clock this afternoon we paffed by the river, which falls into the river 
St. Lawrence, and comes from Lake Champlain, in the middle of which latter is a large 
ifland. The yachts which go between Montreal and Quebec, go on the fouth-eaft 
fide of this ifland, becaufe it is deeper there; but the boats prefer the north-welt fide 
becaufe it is nearer, and yet deep enough for them, Befides this ifland there are 
feveral more hereabouts, which are all inhabited. Somewhat further, the country on 
both fides the river is uninhabited, till we come to the lac St. Pierre; becaufe it is 
fo low, as to be quite overflowed at certain times of the year. To make up for this 
deficiency, the country, I am told, is as thickly inhabited further from the river, as we 
found it along the banks of the river. ; 

Lac St. Pierre is a part of the river St. Lawrence, which is fo broad that we could 
hardly fee any thing but fky and water before us, and I was every where told, that it is 
feven French miles long, and three broad. From the middle of this lake as it is called 
you fee a large high country in the weft, which appears above the woods. In the lake 
are many places covered_with a kind of rufh, or fcirpus paluftris, Linn. There are no 
houfes in fight on either fide of the lake, becaufe the land is rather too low there ; and, 
in fpring the water rifes fo high, that they may go with boats between the trees. 
However, at fome diftance from the fhores, where the ground is higher, the farms are 
clofe together. We faw no iflands in the lake this afternoon, but the next day we met 
with fome. 

Late in the evening we left laké St. Pierre, and rowed up a little river called Riviere 
de Loup, in order to come to a houfe where we might pafs the night. Having rewed 
about an Englifh mile, we found the country inhabited on both fides of the river. Its 
fhores are high ; but the country in general is flat. We paffed the night in a farnt- 
houfe. The territory of Moritreal extends to this place; but here begins the jurifdic- 
ies . the governor of Trois Rivieres, to which place they reckon eight French miles 
rom hence. : 
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Aug. 3d. At five o’clock in the morning we fet out again, and firft rowed down 
the little river till we came into the lake St. Pierre, which we went downwards. “After 
we had gone a good way, we perceived a high chain of mountains in the north-welt, 
which were very much elevated above the low, flat country. The north-weft thore of 
lake St. Pierre was now in general very clofely inhabited ; but on the fouth-eaft fide we 
faw no houfes, and only a country covered with woods, which is fometimes faid to be 
under water, but behind which there are, as I am told, a great number of farms, 
Towards the end of the lake, the river went into its proper bounds again, being not 
above a mile and a half broad, and afterwards it grows itil narrower. From the end 
of lake St. Pierre to Trois Rivieres, they reckon three French miles, and about 
eleven o’clock in the morning we arrived at the latter place, where we attended divine 
fervice, 

Trois Rivieres is a little market town, which had the ap peseanice of a large village ; 
it is however reckoned among the three great towns o! Canada, which are Quebec, 
Montreal, and Trois Rivieres. It is faid to lie in the middle between the two firft, 
and thirty French miles diftant from each, The town is built on the north fide of the 
river St. Lawrence, on a flat, elevated fand, and its fituation is very pleafant. Qn one 
fide the river paffes by, which is here an Englith mile and a half broad. On the other 
fide, are fine corn-fields, though the foil is very much mixed with fand. In the town 
are two churches of ftone, a nunnery, and a houfe for the friars of the order of 
St. Francis. This town is likewife the feat of the third governor in Canada, whofe 
houfe is likewife of ftone. Moft of the other houles are of timber, a fingle {tory high, 
tolerably well built, and ftand very much afunder ; and the ftreets are crooked, The 
fhore here confifts of fand, and the rifin grounds along it are pretty high. When the 
wind is very violent here, it raifes the and, and blows it about the {treets, making it 
very troublefome to walk in them. The nuns, which are about twenty-two in number, 
are reckoned very ingenious in all'kinds of needle-work. This town formerly flourithed 
more than any other in Canada, for the Indians brought their goods to it from all fides ; 
but fince that time they go to Montreal and Quebec, and to the Englifh, on account of 
their wars with the Troquefe, or five nations, and for feveral other reafons, fo that this 
town is at prefent very much reduced by it. Its prefent inhabitants live chiefly by 
agriculture, though the neighbouring iron-works may ferve in fome meafure to fupport 
them. About an Englifh mile below the town, a reat river falls ipto the river 
St. Lawrence, but firft divides into three branches, fo that it appears as if three rivers 
difembogued themfelves there. This has given occafion to call the river and this town, 
Trois Rivieres (the Three Rivers.) 

The tide goes about a French mile above Trois Rivieres, though it is fo trifling as to 
be hardly obfervable. But about the equinoxes, and at the new moons and full moons 
in {pring and autumn, the difference between the higheft and loweft water is two feet. 
Accordingly the tide in this river oes very far up, for from the above-mentioned place 
to the fea they reckon about a hundred and fifty French miles, 

Whilft my company were refting, I went on horfeback to view the iron-work. The 
country which I paffed through was pretty high, fandy, and generally flat, I faw neither 
ftones nor mountains here. . 

The iron-work, which is the only one in this country, lies three miles to the weft of 
Trois Rivieres. Here are two great forges, befides two leffer ones to each of the great 
ones, and under the fame roof with them. The bellows were made of wood, and 
every thing elfe, as it isin Swedith forges. The melting ovens ftand clofe to the forges, 
and are the fame as ours. The ore is got two French miles and a half from the iron 

works 
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works, and is carried thither on fledges. It is a kind of moor ore *, which lies in 
veins, within fix inches or a foot from the furface of the ground. Each vein is from 
fix to eighteen inchas. deep, arid below it is a white fand. The veins are furrounded 
with this fand on both fides, and covered at the top with a thin mould. - The ore is 
pretty rich and lies in loofe lumps in the veins, of the fize of two fifts, though there 
are a few which are near eighteen inches thick. Thefe lumps are full of holes which 
are filled with ochre. The ore is fo foft that it may be crufhed betwixt the fingers. 
They make ufe of a grey lime-ftone, which is broke in the neighbourhood, for pro- 
moting the fufibility of the ore; to that purpofe they likewife employ a clay marle, 
which is found near this place. Charcoals are to be had in great abundance here, 
becaufe all the country round this place is covered with woods, which have never been 
ftirred. ‘The charcoals from ever-green trees, that is, from the fir kind, are belt for 
the forge, but thofe of deciduous trees are beft for the fmelting oven. The iron which 
is here made, was to me defcribed as foft, pliable, and tough, and is faid to have the - 
quality of not being attacked by ruft fo eafily as other iron; and in this point there 
appears a great difference between the Spanifh iron and this in fhip building. This 
jron-work was firft founded in 1737, by private perfons, who afterwards ceded it to 
the king; they caft cannon and mortars here of different fizes, iron ftoves, which are 
in ufe, all over Canada, kettles, &c., not to mention the bars which are made here. 
They have likewife tried to make fteel here, but cafnot bring it to any great perfection, 
becaufe they are unacquainted with the beft manner of preparing it. Here are man 
officers and overfeers, who have very good houfes, built on purpofe for them. It is 
agreed on all hands, that the revenues of the iron-work do not pay the expences which 
the king muft eyery year be at in maintaining it. They lay the fault on the bad ftate 
of population, and fay that the few inhabitants in the country have enough to do with 
agriculture, and that it therefore cofts great trouble and large fums to get a fufficient 
number of workmen. But however plaufible this may appear, yet it is furprifing that 
the king fhould be a lofer in carrying on this work ; for the ore is eafily broken, very 
near the iron-work, and very fufible. The iron is good, and can be very conveniently 
difperfed over the country. This is moreover the only iron-work in the country, 
from which every body muft {upply himfelf with iron tools, and what other iron he 
wants. But the officers and fervants belonging to the iron-work, appear to be in very 
affluent circumftances. A river runs down from the iron-work into the river St. Law- 
rence, by which all the iron can be fent in boats throughout the country at a low rate, 
In the evening I returned again to Trois Rivieres. 

Aug. 4th. At the dawn of day we left this place and went on towayds Quebec. 
‘We found the land on the north fide of the river fomewhat elevated, fandy, and clofel 
inhabited along the water-fide.. The fouth-eaft fhore, we were told, is equally well 
inhabited ; but the woods along that fhore prevented our feeing the houfes, which are 
built further up in the country, the land clofe to the river being fo low as to be fubjec 
to annual inundations. Near Trois Rivieres, the river grows fomewhat narrow ; but it 
enlarges again, as foon as you come a little below that place, and has the breadth of 
above two Englifh miles. : 

As we went on, we faw feveral churches of ftone, and often very well built ones. 
The fhores of the river are clofely inhabited for about three quarters of an Englith mile 


- Gy es tubalcaini, Linn, Syft. Nat. III. p.187.n.5. Minera ferri fubaquofa nigro-carulefcens. : 
‘Wall. Mineral. p. 263. Germ. Ed. p. 340. n. 3. Iron ochres in the thape of crufts, are fometimes 
caverrous, as the brufh ore. Forfter’s Mineral. p. 48. 
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up the country; but beyond that, the woods and the wildernefs increafe. ‘All the 
rivulets falling into the river St. Lawrence are likewile well inhabited on Both’fides. I 
obferved throughout Canada, that the cultivated lands lie only--along the river 
St; Lawrence, and the other rivers in the country, the environs of towns excepted, 
round which the country is all cultivated and inhabited within the dNtance-of 
twelve or eighteen Englifh miles. The great iflands in the river are likewife 
inhabited. 

The fhores of the river now became higher, more oblique and fteep, however they 
‘confifted chiefly of earth. Now and then fome rivers, or great brooks, fall into the 
river St. Lawrence, among which one of the moft confiderable is the Riviere Puante, 
which unites to the fouth-caift fide with the river St. Lawrence, about two French miles 
below Trois Rivieres, and has on its banks, a little way from its mouth, a town‘ealled 
Becancourt, which is wholly inhabited by Abenakee Indians, who have been converted 
to the Roman Catliolic religion, and have Jefuits among them. At a great diftance, 
on the north-welt fide of the river, we faw a chain of very high mountains, running from 
north to fouth, elevated above the reft of the country, which is quite flat here without 
any remarkable hills. 

Here were feveral lime kilns along the river ; and the lime-ftone employed in them 
is broke in the neighbouring high grounds. It is compactand grey, and the lime it 
yields is pretty white. 

The fields here are generally fown with wheat, oats, maize, and peafe. Gourds aid 
water-melons are planted in abundance.near the farms. 

A humming bird (trochillus colubris) flew among the bufhes, in a place where we 
landed to-day. ‘The French call it oifeau mouche,‘and fay it is pretty common in Canada; 
and I have feen it fince feveral times at Quebec. : ; 

About five o’clock in the afternoon we were obliged to take our night’s lodgings 
on fhore, the wind blowing very ftrong againft us, and being attended with rain. I 
found that the nearer we came to Quebec, the more open and free from woods was 
the country. The place where we paffed the night is diftant from Quebec twelve 
French miles. ; 

They have a very péculiar method of catching fifh near the fhore here. They place 
hedges along the fhore, made of twifted oziers, fo clofe that no fifh can gét through 
them, and from one foot toa yard high, according to the different depth of the water. 
For this purpofe they choofe fuch places where the water runs off during the ebb, and 
leaves the hedges quite dry.. Within this inclofure they place feveral wheels, or fith- 
traps, in the form of cylinders, but broader below. ‘They are placed upright, and are 
about a yard high, and two feet and a half wide: on one fide near the bottom isan 
entrance for the fifhes, made of twigs, and fometimes of yarn made into a net. 
Oppofite to this entrance, on the other fide of the wheel, looking towards the lower 
part of the river, is another entrance, like the firft, and leading to a box of boards 
about four feet long, two deep, and twobroad. Near each of the wheels is a hedge, 
leading obliquely to the long hedge, and making an acute angle with it. This latter 
hedge is made in order to lead the fifh into the trap, and it is placed on that end of the 
long hedge which locks towards the upper part of the river; now when theetide 
comes up the river, the fifth, and chiefly the eels, go up with it along the river fide 3 
when the watcr begins to ebb, the fith likewife go down the river, and meeting with 
the hedges, they {wim along them,, till they come through the wheels into the boxes 
of boards. at the top of which there is a-hole with a caovucr. theanch which ¢hn £4, 
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_ could be taken out. This apparatus is chiefly made on account of the eels. In fome 
- places hereaboute they place nets, inftead of the hedges of twigs. ase 

The fhores of the river now. confifted no more of pure earth ; but of a ipecies of 
flate. hey are very fteep, and nearly perpendicular here, and the flates. of which 
they confift are black, with a brown caft; and divifible into thin fhivers, no thicker 
than the back of a knife. Thefe flates moulder as foon as they are expofed to the opén 
air, and the fhore is covered with grains of {mall fand, which are nothing but particles 

of fuch mouldered flates. Some of the ftrata run horizontal, others obliquely; dipping 
to the fouth, and rifing to the north, and fomctimes the contrary way. Sometimes 
they form bendings like large femicircles : fometimes a perpendicular line cuts off the 
ftrata, to the depth of two feet ; and the flates on both fides of the line form a perpen- 
dicular and fmooth wall. lr fome places hereabouts, they find amongft the flates a 
ftratum about four inches thick of a grey, compact, but pretty foft lime-ftone, of 
which the. Indians for many centuries have made, and the French at prefent {till make, 
tobacco-pipes *. ; 

Augult sth. This morning we continued our journey by rowing, the contrary 
wind hindering us from failing. The appearance of the fhores was the fame as yefter- 
day ; they were high, pretty fteep, and quite perpendicular; and confifted of the black 
flate before defcribed. ‘The country at the top was a plain without eminences, and 
clofely inhabited along the river, for about the {pace of an Englith mile and a half inland; 
Here are no iflands in this part of the river, but feveral ftony places, perceptible at low 
water only, which have feveral times proved fatal to travellers. The breadth of the 
river varies ; in fome parts it was a little more than three quarters of a mile, in others 
half a mile, and in fome above two miles. The inhabitants made ufe of the fame 
method of catching eels along the fhores here, as that which I have juft before 
meationed. In many places they make ufe of nets made of ofiers inftead of the 
hedge. : : ; 

Bugs (cimex leCtularius) abound in Canada ; and I met with them in every place where 
I lodged, both in the towns and country, and the people know of no other remedy for 
them than patience, ‘ 

The crickets (gryllus domefticus) are alfo abundant in Canada, efpecially in the 
country, where thefe difagreeable guefts lodge in the chimnies ; nor are they uncommon 
in the towns. They ftay here both f{ummer and winter, and frequently cut cloths in 
pieces for paftime. ‘ : 

The cock-roaches (blatta orientalis) have never been found in the houfes here. 

The fhores of the river grow more floping as you come nearer to Quebec. Ta the 
northward appears a high ridge of mountains. About two French miles and a half 
from Quebec the river becomes very narrow, the fhores being within the reach of a 
mufket-fhot from each other. The country on both fides was floping, hilly, covered 
with trees, and had many fmall rocks; the fhore was -ftony. About four o’clock in 
the afternoon we happily arrived at-Quebec. The city docs not appear till one is clofe 
to it, the profpect being intercepted by a high-mountain on the fouth fide. However, 
a part of the fortifications appear at a good diftance, ‘being fituate on the fame moun- 
tain. As {oon as the foldiers, who were with us, faw Quebec, they called out, that 


* This lime-ftonefeems tobe a marle, or rather a.kind of ftone-marl: for there is a whitith kind of it 
in the Krim Tartary, and near Stiva or Thebes, in Greece, which is employed by the Turks and ‘Vartars 
for making heads of pipes, and that from the firft place is called Keffekil, and in the latter, Sea-Scum: it 
may be very eafily cut, but grows harder in time. 


wor. WITT. au all 


Ong a KALM’S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


all thofe who had never been there before thould be ducked, if they did nat pay fome- 
thing to releafe themfelves. This cuftom even the governor-general of Canada is 
obliged to fubmit to, on his firft journey to Montreal. We did not care when we came 
- in fight of this town to be exempted from this old cuftom, which is very advantageous 
to the rowers, as it enables them to {pend a merry evening on their arrival at Quebec, 
after their troublcfome labour. : 

Immediately after my arrival, the officer who had accompanied me from Montreal, 
led me‘to the palace of the then vice-governor-general of Canada, the Marquis la 
Galiffonniere, a nobleman’ of uncommon qualities, who behaved towards me with 
extraordinary goodnefs, during the time he ftaid in this country. He had already 
ordered fome apartments to be got ready for me, and took care to provide me with 
every thing I wanted ; befides honouring me fo far to invite me to his table, almoft 
every day I was in town, 

Auguft 6th. Quebec, the chief city in Canada, lies on the weftern fhore of the 
river St. Lawrence, clofe to the water’s edge, ona neck of land, bounded by thae 
river on the eaft fide, and by the river St. Charles on the north fide; the mountain, 
on which the town is built, rifes ftill higher on the fouth fide, and behind it begin 
great paftures ; and the fame mountain likewife extends a good way weftward. The 
city is diftinguifhed into the lower and the upper *, The lower lies on the river eaft- 
ward of the upper. The neck of land I mentioned before, was formed by the dirt and 
filth, which had from time to time been accumulated there, and by a rock which lay 
that way, not by any gradual diminution of the water. The upper city lies above the 
other, on @ high hill, and takes up five or fix times the {pace of the lower, though it 
is not quite fo populous. The mountain, on which the upper city is fituated, reaches 
above the houlee of the lower city. Notwithftanding the latter are three or four ftories 
high, and the view, from the palace of the lower city (part of which is immediately 
under it) is enough to caufe a fwimming of the head. There is only one ealy way of 
getting to the upper city, and there part of the mountain has been blown up. This 
road is very fteep, notwithitanding it is made winding and ferpentine. However, they 
go up and down it in carriages, and with waggons. All the other roads up the moun« 
tain are fo fteep, that it is very difficult to clime to the top of them. Mott of the 
merchants live in the lower city, where the houfes are built very clofe together. The 
ftreets in it are narrow, very rugged, and almoft always wet. There is likewife a 
church, and a fmall market-pface. The upper city is inhabited by people of quality, 
by feveral perfons belonging t#the different offices, by tradefmen, and others. In this 
partare the chief buildings of the town, among which the following are worthy parti- 
cular notice. “ 

I. The palace is fituated on the weft or fteepeft fide of the mountain, juft above 
the lower city. It is not properly a palace, but a large building of ftone, two ftories 
high, extending north and fouth. On the weft fide of it is a court-yard, furrounded 
pattly with a wall, and partly with houfes. On the eaft fide, or towards the river, is 
a gallery as long as the whole building, and about two fathom broad, paved with 
fmooth flags, and included on the outfides by iron rails, from whence the city and the 
river exhibit a charming profpeét. This gallery ferves as a very agreeable walk after 
dinner, and thofe who come to {peak with the governor-general wait here till he is at 
leifure. ‘The palace is the lodging of the governor-general of Canada, and a number 
of foldiers mount the guard before it, both at the gate and in the court-yard; and 


© La haute ville and la baffle ville. 
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when the governor, or the bithop, comes in or goes out, they ,muft all appear in 
arms, and beat the drum. The governor-general has his own chapel: where he hears 
prayerd; however he often goes to mafs at the church of the Recolets *, which is very 
near the palace. . 

Il. The churches in this town are feven or eight in number, and all built of ftone. 

1. The cathedral church is on the right hand, coming from the lower to the uppér 
city, fomewhat beyond the bifhop’s houfe. “The people were at prefent employed in 
ornamenting it, On its weft fide is a round fteeple, with two divifions, in the lower 
of which are fome bells, ‘The pulpit, and fome other parts within the church, are 
gilt. The feats are very fine. 

2. The Jefuits church is built in the form of a crofs, and has a round ftéeple. 
This is the only church that has a clock, and I fhall mention it more particularly 
below. 

4. The Recolets church is oppofite the gate of the palace, on the weft fide, looks 
well, and-has a pretty high pointed fteeple, with a divifion below for the bells. 

4. The church ofthe Urfulines has a round fpire. 

“g.°'The church of the hofpital. 

6. The bifhop’s chapel. 

7. The church in the lower city was built in 1690, after the town had been deli- 
vered from the Englifh, and is called Notre Dame de la Viétoire. It has a fmall fteeple 
in the middle of the roof, {quare at the bottom, and round at the top. 

. §, The little chapel of the governor-general may likewife be ranked amongit thefe 
churches. 

Iil. ‘The bithop’s houfe is the firft, on the right hand, coming from the lower to the 
upper town. It is a fine large building, furrounded by an extenfive court-yard and 
kitchen garden on one fide, and by a wall on the other. 

IV. The college of the~Jefuits, which I will defcribe more particularly. It has a 
much more noble appearance, in regard to its fize and architeCture, than the palace it- 
felf, and would be proper for a palace, if it had a more advantageous fituation. It is 
about four times as large as the palace, and is the fineft building in town, It ftands on 
the north fide of a market, on the fouth fide of which is the cathedral. 

V. The houfe of the Recolets lies to the weft, near the palace and dire@ly over 
againtt it, and confifts of a fpacious building, with a large orchard, and kitchen garden. 
The houfe is two {tories high; in each {tory isa narrow gallery with rooms and halls 
on one or both fides. _ 

VI. The Hotel de Dieu, where the fick are taken care of, fhall be defcribed in the 
fequel. ‘Ihe nuns that ferve the fick, are of the Auguftine order. 

VIL. ‘Lhe houfe of the clergy t is a large building, on the north-eaft fide of the ‘ca- 
thedral. Here is on offe fide a {pacious court, and on the other towards the river, a 
great orchard, and kitchen garden. Ofall the buildings in the town none has fo fine 
a profpect as that in the garden belonging to this houfe, which lies on the high fhore, 
and looks a good way down the river. The Jefuits, on the other hand, have the worft, 
and hardly any profpeét at all from their college, nor have the Recolets any fine views 
from their houfe. In this building all the clergy of Quebec lodge with their fuperior. 
They have large pieces of land in feveral parts of Canada, prefented to them by the 
government, from which they derive a very plentiful income. : 


¥ © A kind of Francifcan friars, called Ordo Sti. Francifci ftri@tioris obfervantiz. 
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VU. The convent of the Urfuline nuns thall be mentioned in the fequel. 

Thefe are all the chief public buildings in the town, but ta the north-wett, jut before 
the town, is ; : Fe 

IX. The houfe of the intendant, a public building, whofe fize makes it fit for ¢ palace,’ 
It is covered with tin, and ftands in a fecond lower town, fituated fouthward upon 
the river St. Gharles. It has a large and fine garden on its north fide. In this houfe 
all the deliberations concerning this province are held; and the gentlemen who have 
the management of the police and the civil power meet here, and the intendant gene. 
rally prefides. In affairs..of great confequence the governor-general is likewife here,’ 
On one fide of this--houfe is the ftore-houfe of the crown, and on the other the 

rifon, 

Molt of the houfes in Quebec are built of ftone, and in the upper city they are ge. 
nerally but one flory high, the public buildings excepted. I faw a few wooden houfes 
in the town, but they muft not be rebuilt when decayed. The houfes and churches 
in the city are not built. of bricks, but the black lime-flates of which the mountain 
confifts, whereon Quebec ftands. When thefe lime-flates are broke at a good depth 
in the mountain, they look very compact at firft, and appear to have no fhivers, or 
lamellae, at all ; but after being expofed awhile to the air, they feparate into thin leaves, 

 Thefe flates are foft, and eafily cut; and the city-walls, together with the garden-walls, 
confift chiefly of them. The roofs of the public buildings are covered with common. 
flates, which are brought from France, becaule there are none in Canada. : 

The flated roofs have for fome years -withftood the changes of air and weather, with. 
out fuffering an damage. ‘The private houfes have roofs of boards, which are laid 
parallel to the {pars, and fometimes to the eaves, or fometimes obliquely. The corners 
of houfes are made of a grey {mall-grained lime-ftone, which has a {trong fmell, like the 
ftink-ftone *, and the windows are generally enchafed with it. This lime-ftone is more 
ufeful in thofe places than the lime-flates, which always fhiver in the air, ‘The outfides 
of the houfes are generally white-wafhed. The windows are placed on the inner fide of 

- the walls; for they have fometimes double windows in winter. -The middle roof has 
‘two, or at moft three {pars, covered with boards only. The rooms are warmed in 
winter by fmalliron ftoves, which are removed in fummer. The floors are very dirty 
in every houfe, and have all the appearance of being cleaned but once every year. 

‘The powder magazine ftands on the fummit of the mountain, on which the city is 
built, and fouthward of the palace. ; 

The ftreets in the upper ciyghave a fufficient breadth, but are very rugged, on ac- 
count of the rock. on which it lies ; and this renders them very difagreeable and trou. 
blefome, both to foot-paffengers and carriages. The black lime-flates baflet out and 
project every where into fharp angles, which cut the fhoes in pieces. The ftreets crofs 
other at all angles, and are very crooked. : 

‘The many great orchards and kitchen-gardens near the houfe of the Jefuits, and 
other public and private buildings, make the town appear very large, though the num- 
ber of houfes it contains is.not very confiderable. Its extent from fouth to north is 
faid to be about fix hundred toifes, and from the fhore of the river along the lower 
town, to the weftern wall, between three hundred and fifty and four hundred toif&s, 
It muft be here obferved, that this {pace is not yet wholly inhabited ; for on the weft 
and fouth fide, along the town walls, are large pieces of land without any buildings on 


* Nitrum fuillum. Lynn. Syft. IIT. p. 86. Lapis fuillus prifmaticus, Waller. Mineral, P59. act. 
Stink-itone, Forfter’s Introd. to Mineralogy, p. 40. 
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them, and deftined to be built upon in future times, when the number of inhabitants 
will be increafed in Quebec. es . 

The'hithop, whofe fee is in the city, is the only bifhop in Canada. His diocefe ex- 
tends tc\Louifiana, on the Mexican gulf fouthward, and to the South Seas weftward. 

No bishop, the Pope excepted, ever had amore extenfive diocefe. But his fpiritual 
flock is very inconfiderable at fome diftance from Quebec, and his fheep are often many 
hundred‘miles diftant from each other. 

Quebec is the only fea-port and trading town in all Canada, and from thence all the 
produce. of the country is exported. The port is below the town in the river, which is 
there about a quarter of a French mile broad, twenty-five fathoms deep, and its ground 
is very good for anchoring. The fhips are fecured from all ftorms in this port; how- 
ever the north-eaft wind is the worft, becaufe it can act more powerfully. When I 
arrived here, I reckoned thirteen great and {mall veffels, and they expected more to 
come in. But it is to be remarked, that no other fhips than French ones can come 
into the port, though they may come from any place in France, and likewife from the 
French poffeffions in the Weft Indies. All the abe goods, which are found in’Mont- 
real, and other parts of Canada, muft be taken from/hence.. The French merchants 
from Montreal, on their fide, -after making a fix months ftay among feveral Indian 
nations, in order to purchafe fkins of beafts and furs, return about the end of Auguft, 
and go down to Quebec in September or Oétober, in order to fell their goods there. 
The privilege of felling the imported goods, it is faid, has vaftly enriched the merchants 
of Quebec ; but this is contradiéted by others, who allow that there a few in affluent 
circumftances, but that the generality poffefs no more than is abfolutely neceffary for 
their bare fubfiftence, and that feveral are very much in debt, which they fay is owing. 
to their luxury.and vanity. The merchants drefs very finely, and are extravagant in 
their repafts ; and their ladies are every day in full drefs, and as much adorned as if 
they were to go to court. 

The town is furrounded on almoft all fides by a high wall, and efpecially towards 
the land. It was not quite completed when I was there, and they were very bufy in 
finifhing it. It is built of the, above-mentioned black lime-flate, and of a dark grey 
fand-ftone. For the corners of the gates they have employed a grey lime-ftone. They 
have not made any walls towards the water-fide, but nature feems to have worked for 
them, by placing a rock there which it is impoffible to afcend. All the ‘rifing land 
thereabouts is likewife fo well planted with cannon, that it feems impoflible for an 
enemy’s fhips or boats to come to the town without runging into imminent danger of 
being funk. . On the land fide the town is likewife guarded by high mountains; fo 
that nature and art have combined to fortify it. 

Quebec was founded by its former governor, Samuel de Champlain, in the year 
1608. We are informed by hiftory, that its rife was very flow. In 1629, towards 
the end of July, it was taken by two Englifhmen, Lewis and Thomas Kerk, by capitu- 
lation#and furrendered to them by the above mentioned de Champlain. At that time, 
Canada and Quebec were wholly deftitute of provifions; fo that they looked upon the 
Englifh more as their deliverers than their enemies. ‘The above-mentioned Kerks 
were the brothers of the. Englith admiral David Kerk, who lay with his fleet fome- 
what lower in the river. In the year 1632, the French got the town of Quebec and 
all Canada returned to them by the peace. It is remarkable, that the French were 
doubtful whether they fhould reclaim Canada from the Englifh, or leave it to them. 
‘The greater part were of opinion, that to keep it would be ee no advantage to France, 
becaufe the country was cold, and the expences far exceeded its produce ; and becaufe 
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had done befcre; that it was better to keep the people in . France, and employ, them 
in all forts of manufactures, which would oblige the other European powers who have 
colonies in America to bring their raw goods to French ports, and take Frengh manu- 
factures in return. Thofe on the other hand, who had more extenfive views, knew 
that the climate was not fo rough as it had been reprefented. They likewile believed 
that that which caufed the expences was a fault of the company, becaufe they did not 
manage the country well. ‘they would not have many people fent over at once, but 
little by little, fo that France might not feel it. They hoped that this colony would 
in future times make France powerful, for its inhabitants would become more and 
more acquainted with the herring, whale, and cod fitheries, and likewife with the taking 
of feals; and that by this means Canada would become a {chool for training up fea. 
men, They further mentioned the feveral forts of furs, the converfion of the Indians, 
the fhip-building, and the various ufes of the extenfive woods. And laftly, that it 
would be a confiderable advantage to France, even though they fhould reap no other 
benefit, to hinder by this means the progrefs of the Englith in America, and of their 
encreafing power, which would otherwife become infupportable to France; not to 
mention feveral other reafons, Time has fhewn that thele reafons were the refult of 
mature judgment, and that oF laid the foundation of the rife of France. It were to 
be wifhed that we had been of the fame opinion in Sweden, at a time when we were 
actually in poffeflion of New Sweden, the fineft and bett province in all North. America, 
or when we were yet in a condition to get the poffeffion of it. Wifdom and forefight 
does not only look upon the prefent times, but even extends its views to futurity. 

In the year 1663, at the beginning of February, the great earthquake was felt in 
Quebec and a great part of Canada, and there are ftill fome veltiges of its effects at 
that time ; however, no lives were loft. 

On the 16th of O&ober 1690, Quebec was befieged by the Englith general, William 
Phips, who was obliged to retire a few days after, with great lofs. The Englith have 
tried feveral times to repair thelr loffes, but the river St. Lawrencg has always been a 
very good defence for this country. An enemy, and one that is not acquainted with 
this river, cannot go upwards in it, without being ruined ; for in the neighbourhood 
of Quebec, it abounds with hidden rocks, and has ftrong currents in fome places, 
which oblige the thips to make many windings. : 

The name of Quebec, it is faid, is derived from a Norman word, on account of its 
fituation on a neck or point of land. For when one comes up in the river by l’Ifle 
d’Orleans, that part of the river St. Lawrence does not come.in fight, which lies’ above 
the town, and it appears as if the river St. Charles, which lies jutt before, was a cone 
tinuation of the St. Lawrence. But on advancing further the true courfe of the river 
comes within fight, and has at firft a great fimilarity to the mouth of a river or a great 
bay. ‘This has given occafion to a failor, who faw it unexpectedly, to cry out in his 
provincial dialeét, Que bec *, thatis, what a point of land ! and from hence it is thought 
the city obtained its name. Others derive it from the Algonkin word Quebégo or 
Quebec, fignifying that which grows narrow, becaufe the river becomes narrower as 
it comes nearer to the town. 

The river St. Lawrence is exa@ly a quarter of a French mile, or three quarters’of 
an Englith mile broad at Quebec. ‘Ihe falt water never comes up to the town 
in it, and therefore the inhabitants can make ufe of the water in the river for their 
kitchens, &c. All accounts agree, that notwithftanding the breadth of this river, and 


* Meaning Quel bec. 
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the violence of its courfe, efpecially during ebb, it is covered with ice during the 
whole winter, which is ftrong enough for walking, and a garriage may go over it. It 
is faid tc happen frequently that, when the river has been open in May, there are fuch 
cold nigits i this month, that it freezes again, and will bear walking over. This is 
aclear proof of the intenfenefs of the froft here, efpecially when one confiders that 
which I fhall mention immediately after, about the cbbing and flowing of the tide in 
this river. The greateft breadth of the river, at its mouth, is computed to be twenty- 
fix French miles, or feventy-eight Englifh miles, though the boundary between the 
fea and the river cannot well be afcertained, as the latter gradually lofes itfelf in, and 
unites with the former. ‘The greateft part of the water contained in the numerous 
lakes of Canada, four or five of which are like large feas, is forced to difembogue into 
the fea by means of this river alone. The navigation up this river from the fea is ren- 
dered very dangerous by the ftrength of the current, and by the number of fand-banks, 
which often arife in places where they never were before. The Englifh have ex- 
perienced this formation of new fands once or twice, when they attempted to conquer 
Canada. * Hence the French have good reafons to look upon the river as a barrier to 
Canada*. : : 

The tide goes far beyond Quebec in the river St. Lawrence, as I have mentioned 
above. The difference between high and low water is generally between fifteen and 
fixteen feet, French meafure ; but with the new and full moon, and when the wind 
is likewife favourable, the difference is feventeen or eighteen feet, which is indeed very 
confiderable. 

Auguft 7th. Ginfeng is the current French name in Canada, of a plant, the root of 
which has a very great value in Chinat. It has been growing fince times immemorial 
in the Chinefe Tartary and in Corea, where it is annually colleéted and brought to 
China. Father Du Halde fays, it is the moft precious, and the moft ufeful of all the 
plants in Eaftern Tartary ; and attraéts, every year, a number of people into the deferts 
of that country. ‘The Mantechoux-Tartars call it orhota, that is the moft noble, or 
the queen of plants. The Tartars and Chinefe praife it very much, and afcribe to it 
the power of curing feveral dangerous difeafes, and that of reftoring to the body new 
ftrength, and fupplying the lofs caufed by the exertion of the mental, and corporeal 
faculties. An ouncegof ginfeng bears the furprizing price of feven or cight ounces of 
filver at Peking. When the French botanifts in Canada firft faw a figure of it, they 
remembered to have feen a fimilar plant in this country. They were confirmed in their 
conje€ture by confidering that feveral fettlements in Canada lie under the fame latitude 
with thofe parts of the Chinefe Tartary, and China, where the true ginfeng grows wild. 
‘They fucceeded in their attenapt, and found the fame ginfeng wild and abundant in 
feveral parts of N&#th America, both in French and Englifh plantations, in plain parts 
of the woods. It is fond of fhade, and of a deep rich mould, and of land which is 

- neither wet nor high. It is not’every where very common, for fometimes one may 
fearch the woods for the {pace of feveral miles without finding a fingle plant of it ; but 


* The river St. Lawrence was no more a barrier to the viGorious Britifh fleets in the lalt war, nor 
were the fortifications of Quebec capable to withftand the gallant attacks of their laud army, which dif. 
appointed the good Frenchmen in Canada of their too fanguine expectations ; and, at prefent, they are 
rather happy at this change of fortune, which has made them fubjedts of the Britith fceptre, whofe mild | 
influence they at prefent enjoy. 

+ Botanifts know this plant by the name of panax quinquefolium, foltis ternatis quinatis. Linn. Mat. 
Med. 116. Sp..plant.p.15.12. Gronov. Fl. Virg. p. 147. See likewife Catefby’s Nat. Hit. of 
Carolina, vol, tii,p. 16 t 16. Laffitau Ginf,51.t.1. Father Charlevoix Hiit, de la Nouvelle France, 
tom. iv. p. 308. fig. xiii, and tom. v. p. 24. 

m 


640 KALM’S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA; 


in thofe fpots where it grows it is always found in great abundance. Ié flowers An May 
and June, and its berries are ripe at the end of Auguft. It bears tranfplantiag very 
well, and will {oon thrive in its new ground. Some people here, who have s athered 
the berries, and put them into their kitchen-gardens, told me that they lay ove or two 
years in the ground without coming up. The Troquefe, or Five (Six) Natioris, call the 
ginfeng roots garangtoging, which it is faid fignifies a child, the roots bearing a faint 
refemblance to it ; but others are of opinion that they mean the thigh and leg by it, and 
the roots look pretty like it. The French ule this root for curing the afthma, asa 
ftomachic, and to promote fertility in women. ‘The ‘trade which is carried on with it 
here is very britk; for they gather great quantities of it, and fend them to France; 
from whence they are brought to China, and fold there to great advantage *. It is 
faid the merchants in France met with amazing fuccefs in this trade at the firft outfet, 
but by continuing to fend the ginfeng over to China, its price is fallen confiderably 
there, and confequently in France and Canada ; however, they ftill find their account 
init. In the fummer of 1748, 2 pound of ginfeng was fold for fix francs, or livres, 
at Quebec ;_ but its common price here is one hundred fols, or five livres, During my 
ftay in Canada, all the merchantsat Quebec and Montreal received orders from their 
correfpondents in France to fend over a quantity of ginfeng, there being an uncommon 
demand for it this fummer. The roots were accordingly colleéted in Canada with all 
poflible diligence ; the Indians efpecially travelled about the st A order to colle& 
as much as they could together, and to fell it to the merchants at Montreal. The In- 
dians in the neighbourhood of this town were likewife fo much taken up with this 
bufinefs, that the French farmers were not able during that time to hirea fingle Indian, 
as they commonly do, to help them in the harvelt. Many people feared left by con. 
tinuing for feveral fucceffive years to collett thefe plants, without leaving one or two in 
each place to propagate their fpecies, tere will foon be very few of them left ; which 
Ithinkis very likely to happen, for by all accounts they formerly grew in abundance 
round Montreal, but at prefent there is not a fingle plant of it to be found, fo effectually 
have they been rooted out. This obliged the Indians this fummer to go far within the 
Englith boundaries to colleé& thefe roots. After the Indians have fold the freth roots 
to the merchants, the latter mutt take a great deal of pains with them. They are 
{pread on the floor to dry, which commonly requires two months and upwards, ac- 
cording as the feafon is wet or dry. During that time they muft be turned once or 
twice every day, left they fhould putrify or moulder. Ginfeng has never been found 
far north of Montreal. The fuperior of the clergy here, aid feveral other people, 
affured me that the Chinefe value the Canada ginfeng as much as the ‘Tartarian + ; 
and that no one ever had been entirely acquainted with the Chinefe method of 
paring it. However it is thought among{t other preparations they @ip the roots in a 
decoétion of the leaves of ginfeng. The roots prepared by the Chinefe are almoft 
tranfparent, and look like horn in the infide ; and the roots which are fit for ufe, muit 
be heavy and compatt in the infide. 

‘The plant which throughout Canada bears the name of‘herba capillaris is likewife 
one of thofe with which a great trade is carried on in Canada. The Englith in their 
plantations call it maiden-hair; it grows in all their North American colonies, which 


- * Mr. Ofbeck feems to doubt whether the Europeans reap any advantages from the ginfeng trade of 
not, becaufe the Chinefe do not value the Canada roots fo much as thofe of the Chinefe ‘Uartary 5 and 
therefore the former bear {carce half the price of the latter. See Ofbeck’s Voyage to China, vol. 1. 


2223. F, 
+ This is dire@ly oppofite te Mr. Ofbeck’s affertion. See the nranedine acta oF 
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Ltravilled through, and likewife in the fouthern parts of Canada 5 but 1 never found 
it near Quebec. It grows in the woods in fhady places and in a good foil *. Several 
people .n Albany and Canada affured me that its leaves were very much ufed inftead of 
tea, in sonfumptions, coughs, and all kinds of peoral difeafes. This they have 
learnt fron the Indians, who have made ufe of this plant for thefe purpofes fince time 
immemorial. ‘This American maiden-hair is reckoned preferable in furgery to that 
which we have in Europe +; and therefore they fend a great quantity ‘of it to France 
every year. The price is different, and regulated according to the goodnels of the 
plant, the care in preparing it, and the quantity which is to be got. For if it be 
brought to Quebec in great abundance, the price falls; and on the contrary, it rifes, 
when the quantity gathered is but fmall. Commonly the price at Quebec is between 
five and fifteen fols a pound. ‘The Indians went into the woods about this time, and 
travelled far above Montreal in queft of this plant. 

The kitchen gerbs fucceed very well here. The white cabbage is very fine, but 
fometimes fuffers greatly from worms. Onions (allium cepa) are very much in ufe 
here, together with other fpecies of leeks, They likewife plant feveral {pecies of 
gourds, melons, fallads, wild fuccory or wild endive (cichorium intybus), feveral kinds 
of peafe, beans, French beans, carrots, and cucumbers. They have plenty of red 
beets, horfe-radifhes and common radifhes, thyme, and marjoram. Turnips are 
fown in abundance, and ufed chiefly in winter. Parfnips are fometimes eaten, though 
not very common. Few people took notice of potatoes; and neither the common 
(folanum tuberofum) nor the Bermuda ones (convolvulus batatas) were planted in 
Canada. When the French here are afked why they do not plant potatoes, they 
anfwer, that they cannot find any relifh inthem, and they laugh at the Englith who are 
fo fond of them. Throughout all North America the root cabbage { (braflica gon- 
gylodes Linn.) is unknown to the Swedes, Englifh, Dutch, iriih, Germans, and 

French. ‘Thofe who have been employed in fowing and planting kitchen herbs in 
Canada, and have had fome experience in gardening, told me that they were obliged 
to fend for freth feeds from France every year, becaufe they commonly lofe their 
ftrength here in the third generation, and do not produce fuch plants as would equal 
the original ones in tafte and goodnefs. 

The Europeans have never been able to find any charaéters, much lefs writings, or 
books, among the Indians, who have inhabited North America fince time immemorial, 
and feem to be all of one nation, and {peak the fame language. hele Indians have 
therefore lived in the greateft ignorance and darknefs, during fome centuries, and are 
totally unacquainted with the ftate of their country before the arrival of the Europeans, 
and all their knowledge of it confifts in vague traditions and mere fables. It is not 
certain whether any other nations poffeffed America before the prefent Indian inha- 
bitants came into it, or whether any other nations vifited this part of the globe before 
Columbus difcovered it. It was equally unknown whether the Chriftian religion was 
ever preached here in former times. I converfed with feveral Jefuits, who undertook 
long journies in this extenfive country, and afked them, whether they had met with any 
sarks that there had formerly been fome Chriftians among the Indians whith lived here? 


* Ins the adiantum pedatum of Linn. fp. pl. p. 1557. Cornutus, in hia Canadenf. plant. Hiftoria. 
p- 7. calls it adiantum Americanum, and gives together with the defcription, a figure of it, p. 6. 

+ Adiantum capillus veneris. "True maiden-hair. 

$ This is a kind of cabbage with large round eatable roots ; which grow out above the ground, wftere- 
in it differs from the turnip-cabbage (braffica napobraflica) whofe root grows in the ground. Both are 
creer in (lermany, and the former hkewife in Italy. 
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but they all anfwered, that they had not found any. The Indians have ever heen as 
ignorant of archite€ture and manual labour as of fcience and writing. In vain coes one 
feek for well-built towns and houfes, artificial fortifications, high towers and pillars, 
and fuch like, among them, which the old world can thew from the mof. antient 
times. Their dwelling-places are wretched huts of bark, expofed on all fides to wind 
and rain, All their mafonry-work confifts in placing a few grey rock-ftones on the 
ground, round their fire-place, to prevent the firebrands from {preading too far in 
their hut, or rather, to mark out the fpace intended for the fire-place in it. ‘Travellers 
do not enjoy a tenth part of the pleafure in traverfing thefe countries which they muft 
receive on their journies through our old countries, where they, almoft every day, 
meet with fome veftige or other of antiquity : now an antient celebrated town prefents 
itfelf to view; here the remains of an old caftle; there a field, where, many centuries 
ago, the moft powerful and the moft fkilful generals, and the greateft kings, fought 
a bloody battle, now the native fpot and refidence of fome great or learned man. In 
fuch places the mind is delighted in various ways, and reprefents all paft occurrences 
in living colours to itfelf, We can enjoy none of thefe pleafures in America. The 
hittory of the country can be traced no further than from the arrival of the Europeans, 
for every thing that happened before that period is more like a fiction, or a dream, 
than any thing that really happened. In later times there have, however, been found 
a fewanarks of antiquity, from which it may be conje€tured, that North America was 
formerly inhabited by a nation more verfed in fcience, and more civilized than that 
which the Europeans found on their arrival here; or that a great military expedition 

was undertaken to this continent, from thefe known parts of the world. 
This is confirmed by an account which I received from Mr. de Verandrier, who 
has commanded the expedition to the fouth-fea in perfon, of which I fhall prefently 
“give an account. I have heard it repeated by others, who have been eye-witneffes of 
every thing that happened on that occafion. Some years before I came into Canada, 
the then governor-general, Chevalier de Beauharnois, gave Mr. de Verandrier an order 
to go from Canada, with a number of people, on an expedition acrofs North America 
to the fouth fea, in order to examine how far thofe two placcs are diftant from each 
other, and to find out what advantages might accrue to Canada or Louifiana from a 
communication with that ocean. They fet out on horfeback from Montreal, and went 
as much due welt as they could, on account of the lakes, rivers, and mountains, which 
fell in their way. As they came far into the country, beyond many nations, they 
fometimes met with large traéts of land free from wood, but covered with a kind of 
very tall grafs, for the {pace of fome days journey. Many of thefe fields: were every 
where covered with furrows, as if they had been ploughed and fown formerly. It is 
to be obferved, that the nations, which now inhabit North America, could not cultivate 
the land in this manner, becaufe they never made ufe of horfes, oxen, ploughs, or any 
inftruments of hufbandry, nor had they ever feen a plough before the Europeans came 
tothem. In two or three places, at a confiderable diftance from each other, our 
travellers met with impreffions of the feet of grown people and children in a rock ; but 
this feems to have been no more than a lufus natura. When they came far to the 
weft, where, to the beft of their knowledge, no Frenchmen or European had ever 
been, they found in one place in the woods, and again ona large plain, great pillars of 
dtone, leaning upon each other. ‘The pillars confifted of one fingle {tone each, and the 
Fr€nchmen could not but fuppofe that they had been erected by human hands. 
Sometimes they have found fuch ftones laid upon one another, and, as it were, forraed 
into a wall, In fome of thofe places where they found fuch ftones, they could not 
find 
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find ahy other forts of ftone. They have not been able to difcover any gcharacters or 
writing upon any of thefe ftones, though they have made a very careful fearch after 
them. | At laft they met with a large flane, like a pillar, and in it a fmaller tone was 
‘fixed, hich was covered on both fides with unknown characters. This ftone, which 
was aboa foot of French meafure in length, and between four or five inches broad, 
they broke loofe, and carried to Canada with them, from whence it was fent to France, 
to the fecretary of ftate, the Count of Maurepas. What became of it afterwards is 
unknown ; to them but they think it is yet preferved in his collection. Several of the 
Jefuits, who have feen and handled this ftone in Canada, unanimoufly-affirm, that the 
letters on it are the fame with thofe which in the books, containing accounts of Tataria, 
are called Tatarian characters*; and that, on comparing. both together, they found 
them perfeétly alike. Notwithftanding the queftions which the French on the fouth; 
fea expedition afked the people there concerning the time when, and by whom thofe 
pillars were erected ? what their traditions and fentiments concerning them were? who 
had wrote the charaCters ? what was meant by them? what kind of letters they were? 
in what language they were written? and other circumftances ; yct they could never get 
the leaft explication, the Indians being as ignorant of all thofe things as the French 
themfelves. All they could fay was, that thefe ftones had been in thofe places time 
immemorial. The places where the pillars ftood were near nine hundred French miles 
weftward of Montreal, The chief intention of this journey, viz. to come to thegouth- 
fea, and to examine its diftance from Canada, was never attained on this occafion. 
For'the people fent out for that purpofe were induced to take part in a war between 
fome of the moft diftant Indian nations, in which fome of the French were taken 
prifoners, and the reft obliged to return. Among the lait and moft wefterly Indians 
they were with, they heard that the fouth-fea was but a few days journey off; that they’ 
(the Indians) often traded with the Spaniards on that coaft, and fometimes likewile.. 


* This account feems to be highly probable, for we find in Marco Paolo that Kublai-Khan, one of the 
{ucceffors of Genghizkhan, after the conqueit of the fouthern part of China, fent fhips out to conquer the 
kingdom of Japan, or, as they call it, Nipan-gri; but in a terrible ftorm the whole fleet was caft away, and 
nothing was ever heard of the men in that flect. It feems that fome of thefe fhips were caft to the fhores, 
oppofite the great American lakes, between forty and fifty degrees north latitude, and there probably 
erected thefe monuments, and were the anceltors of fome nations who are called Mozomlecks, and have fome 
degree of civilization. Another part of this fleet, it feems, reached the country oppofite Mexico, and there 
founded the Mexican empire, which, according to their own records as preferved by the Spaniards, and in 
their painted annals in Purchas’s Pilgrimage, are very recent fo that they can fcarcely remember any more 
than feven princes before Motezuma LI. who was reigning when the Spaniards arrived there tg 19, under 
Fernando Cortez; confequently the firft of thefe princes, fuppofing each had a reign of thirty-three years 
and four months, and adding to ir the fixteen years of Montezuma, began to reign in the year 1270, when 
Kublai- Khan, the conqueror of all China and of Japan, was on the throne, and in whofe time happened, I 
believe, the firft abortive expedition to Japan, which 1] mentioned above, and probably furnithed North 
America with civilized inhabitantg, There is, if 1 am not miflaken, a great fimilarity between the figures 
of the Mexican idols, and thofe which are ufual among the Tartars, who embrace the doctrines and religion 
ofthe Dalai-Lama, whofe religion Kublai-Khan firft introduced among the Monguls, or Moguls, The 
fayage Indians of North America, it feems, have another origin, and are probably defcended from the 
Yukaghiri, and Tchucktchai, inhabitants of the moft eafterly and northerly pact af Adia, where, according 
to the accounts of the Ruffians, there is but a fmall trajeét to America. ‘Ihe ferocity of thefe nations, 
fimilar to that of the Americans, their way of painting, their fondnefs of inebriating liquors, (which the 
Yukaghiri prepare from poifonous and inebriating mufhrooms, bought of the Ruffians) and many other 
things, fhow them plainly to be of the fame origin. The Efkimaux feems to be the fame nation with the 
inhabitants of Greenland, the Samoyedes, and Lapponians. South America, aud efpecially Peru, is pro- 
bably peopled from the great unknown fouth continent, which is very near America, civilized, and full of 
inhabitants of various colours ; who therefore might very cali!y be cal on the American continent, in boats, 
or preas. TF, 


ANZ they 


644 KALM’S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


they went to’ Hudfon’s pre to trade with the Englith. Some of thefe Indiats had 
houfes, which were made of earth. Many nations had never feen any Frencamen; 
they were commonly clad in fkins, but many were quite naked, 

All thofe who had made long journies in Canada to the fouth, but chiefly v eftward, 
agreed that there were many great plains deftitute of trees, where the land was fur- 
rowed, as if it had been ploughed. In what manner this happened no one knows; for 
the corn-fields of a great village, or town, of the Indians, are fcarce above four or fix 
of our acres in extent ; whereas thofe furrowed plains fometimes continue for feveral 
days journey, except now and then a fmall fmooth fpot, and here and there fome 
rifing grounds. 

I could not hear of any more veftiges of antiquity in Canada, notwithftanding my 
careful enquiries after them. In the continuation of my journey for the year 1750 *, 
I fhall find an opportunity of {peaking of two other remarkable curiofities, “Our 
Swedith Mr. George Weftman, A. M. has clearly and circumftantially fhewn that our 
Scandinavians, chiefly the northern ones, long before Columbus’s time, have under- 
taken voyages to North America ; fee his differtation on that fubjeét, which he read at 
Abo in 1747, for obtaining his degree. 

Auguft 8th. This morning I vifited the largeft nunnery in Quebec. Men are pro- 
hibited from vifiting under very heavy punifhments ; except im fome rooms, divided by 
iron rails, where the men and women that do not belong to the convent, ftand without, 
and the nuns within the rails, and converfe with each other.’ But to encreafe the many 
favours which the French nation heaped upon me, as a Swede, the governor-general 

‘ot the bifhop’s leave for me to enter the convent, and fee its conftruion. The 
ifhop alone has the power of granting this favour, but he does it very {paringly. The 
royal phyfician, and a furgeon, are however at liberty to go in as often as they think 
proper. Mr. Gaulthier, a man of great knowledge in phyfic and botany, was at prefent 
the royal phyfician here, and accompanied me to the convent. We firft faw the 
hofpital, which I thall prefently defcribe, and then entered the convent, which forms a 
art of the hofpital. It is a great building of ftone, three ftories high, divided in the 
infide into long galleries, on both fides of which are cells, halls, and rooms. The cells 
of the nuns are in the higheft ftory, on both fides of the gallery ; they are but {mall; 
not painted in the infide, but hung with paper pictures of faints, and of our Saviour on 
the crofs. A bed with curtains, and good bed-clothes, a little narrow defk, and a chair 
or two, is the whole furniture of a cell. They have no fires in winter, and the nuns 
are forced to lie in the cold cells. On the gallery isa ftove, which is heated in winter, 
and as all the rooms are left open, fome warmth can by this means come into them. 
In the middle ftory are rooms where they pafs the day together. One of thefe is the 
room where they are at work; this is large, finely painted and adorned, and has an 
iron ftove. Here they were at their needle-work, embroidering, gilding, and making 
flowers of filk, which bear a great fimilarity to the natural ones. Ina word, they were 
all employed in fuch nice works, as were fuitable to ladies of their rank in life. In 
another hall they affembled to hold their juntos. Another apartment contains thofe 
who are indifpofed; but fuch as are more dangeroufly ill have rooms to themfelves. 
The novices, and new comers, are taught and inftruéted in another hall Another is 
deftined for their refeGtory, or dining-room, in which are tables on all fides; on one 
‘ . fide of-it is a fmall defk, on which is laid a French book, concerning the life of thofe 
faints who are mentioned in the New Teftament. When they dine, all are filent ; one 


* This part has not yet been publithed, 
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of the eldeft gets jnto the defk, and reads a part of the book before-mentioned ; and 
when they are gone through it, they read fome other religious book. During the 
meal, ‘hey fit on that fide of the table which is turned towards the wall. Almoft in 
every 100m ig.a gilt table, on which are placed candles, together with the picture of our 
Saviour'on the crofs, and of fome faints: before thefe tables they fay their prayers. 
On one tide is the church, and near it a large gallery, divided from the church by rails, 
fo that the nuns could only look into it. In this gallery they remain during divine 
‘fervice, and the clergyman is in the church, where the nuns reach him his facerdotal 
tlothes through a hole, for they are not allowed to go into the veftry, and to be in the 
fame room with the prieft. There are {till feveral other rooms and halls here, the ufe 
of which I do not remember. The loweft ftory contains a kitchen, bake-houfe, fe- 
veral butteries, &c. In the garrets they keep their corn, and dry their linen. In the 
middle ftory isa balcony on the outfide, almoft round the whole building, where the 
nuns are allowed to take air. The profpect from the convent is very fine on every 
fide ; the river, the fields, and the meadows out of town, appear there to great ad- 
vantage. On one fide of the convent is a large garden, in which the nuns are at liberty 
to walk about ; it belongs to the convent, and 1s furrounded with a high wall. There 
is a quantity of all forts of fruits in it. ‘This convent, they fay, contains about fifty 
nuns, moft of them advanced in years, fcarce any being under forty years of age. At 
this time there were two young ladies among them who were inftructed in thofe things 
which belong to the knowledge of nuns. ‘They are not allowed to become nunsim- 
mediately after their entrance, but mult pals through a noviciate of two or three years, 
in order to try whether they will be conftant; for, during that time, it is in their 
pores to leave the convent, if a monaftic life does not {uit their inclinations. But as 
loon as they are received among the nuns, and have made their vows, they are obliged 
to continue their whole life in it: if they appear willing to change their mode of life, 
they are locked up inaroom, from whence they can never get out. The nuns of this 
convent never go further from it than to the hofpital, which lies near it, and even. 
makes a part of it. They go thereto attend the fick, and to take careof them. I was 
told by feveral people here, fome of which were ladies, that none of the nuns went 
into a convent till fhe had attained to an age in which the had {mall hopes of ever 
getting a hufband. The nuns of all the three convents in Quebec looked. yery old, by 

which it feems that there is fome foundation for this account. ; 
The hofpital, as I have before-mentioned, makes a part of the convent. It confifts. 
of two large halls and fome rooms near the apothecary’s fhop. In the halls are two 
rows of beds on each fide, within each other. ‘The beds-next to the wall are furnithed. 
with curtains, the outward ones are without them. In each bed are fine bed-clothes, 
with clean double fheets. As foon as a fick perfon has left his bed, it is made again,. 
in order to keep the hofpital in cleanlinefs and order. The beds are two or three yards 
diftant, and near each is a fmall table. There are good iron ftoves, and fine windows,. 
in this hall. The nuns attend the fick people, and bring them meat and.other necef= 
faries; befides them there are fome men who attend, and a furgeon, The royal 
phyfician is likewife obliged to come hither once or twice every day, to look after every 
thing, and give prefcriptions. They commonly receive fick faldiers into. this hofpital, 
who are very numerous in July and Auguft, when the king’s thips arrive, and in. time 
of war; but at other times, when no-great number of foldiers are fick, other people 
can take their places, as far as the number of empty beds will reach. ‘The king finds 
every thing here that is requifite for the fick perfons, viz. provifions, medicines, 
el 


646 KALM’S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMBRICA. 


fuel, &c. Thofe who are very ill are put into feparate rooms, in order tha- the 
noife in the great hall may not be troublefome to them. : 

‘The civility of the inhabitants here is more refined than that of the Dutch and F aglifh 
in the fettlements belonging to Great Britain ; but the latter, on the other haid,.do 
not idle their time away in déeffing, as the French do here. The ladies, efvecially, 
drefs and powder their hair every day, and put their locks in papers every night ; 
which idle cuftom was not introduced in the Englifh fettlements. The gentlemen wear 
generally their own hair; but fome have wigs. People of rank are ufed to wear laced 
cloaths, and all the crown-officers wear fwords. All the gentlemen, even thofe of 
rank, the governor-general excepted, when they go into town on a day that looks 
like rain, carry their cloaks on their left arm. Acquaintanees of either fex, who 
have not feen each other for fome time, on meeting again falute with mutual kiffes. 

Concerning the Canada plants, I can here add, that the further you go northward 
the more you find the plants are the fame with the Swedifh ones: thus, on the-north 
fide of Quebec, a fourth part of the plants, if not more, are the fame with the fpon- 
taneous plants in Sweden. A few plants and trees, which have a particular quality, 
or are applied to fome particular ufe, fhall however, be mentioned in a few words, in 
the fequel. : 

The rein-deer mofs (lichen rangiferinus) grows plentiful in the woods round Quebec. 

. Mr. Gaulthier, and feveral other gentlemen, told me, that the French, on their long 
journies through the woods, on account of their fur trade with the Indians, fometimes’ 
boil this mofs, and drink the decoétion for want of better food, when their provifions 
are at an end ; and they fay it is very nutritive. Several Frenchmen, who have been in: 
the Terra Labrador, where there are many rein-deer (which the French and Indians 
here call cariboux) related, that all the land there is in moft places covered with this 
rein-deer mofs, fo that the ground looks as white as fnow. . 

Auguft roth. This day I dined with the Jefuits. A few days before I paid my vifit 
to them; and the next day their prefident, and another, father Jefuit called on me, 
to invite me to dine with them to-day. attended divine fervice in their church, which 
is a part of their houfe. It is very fine within, though it has no feats ; for every one is 
obliged to kneel down during the fervice. Above the church is a fmall fteeple, with 
aclock. The building the Jefuits live in is magnificently built, and looks exceeding 
fine both without and within, which gives it a fimilarity to a fine palace. It confifts 
of ftone, is three ftories high, exclufive of the garret, covered with flates, and built 
ina fquare form, like the new palace at Stockholm, including a large court. Its fize 
is fuch that three hundred families would find room enough in it ; though at prefent 
there were not above twenty Jefuits in it. Sometimes there is a much greater number 
of them, efpecially when thofe return who have been fent as miffionaries into the 
country. ‘There is a long walk along the fides of the {quare, in every ftory, on both 
fides of which are either cells, halls, or other apartments for the friars; and likewife 
their library, apothecary fhop, &c. Every thing is very well regulated, and the Jefuits 
are very well accommodated here. On ‘the outfide is their college, which is on two 
fides furrounded with great orchards and kitchen-gardens, in which they have fine 
walks. A part of the trees here are the remains of the foreft which ftood here when 
the French began to build this town. They have befides planted a number of fruit- 
trees ; and the garden is ftocked with all forts of plants for the ufe of the kitchen. 
The Jefuits dine together in a great hall. There are tables placed all round it along 
the walls, and feats between the tables and the walls, but not on the other fide. Near 
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one vall is a pulpit, upon which one of the fathers gets during the méal, in order to . 
read ome religious book ; but this day it was omitted, all thetime being employed in 
convefation., They dine very well, and their difhes are as numerous as at the greateft 
feafts,.. In this fpacious building you do not fee a fingle woman; all are fathers 
.or brothers; the latter of which are young men brought up to be Jefuits. They 
prepare the meal, and bring it upon table; for the common -fervants are not 

- admitted. 

Befides the bifhop, there are three kinds of clergymen in Canada; viz. Jefuits, 
priefts, and recolets. The Jefuits are, without doubt, the moft confiderable ; therefore 
they commonly fay here, by way of proverb, that a hatchet is fufficient to fketch out 
a recolet ; a prieft cannot be made without a chiffel ; but a Jefuit abfolutely requires the 
pencil *; to thew how much one furpaffes the others. ‘The Jefuits are commonly 
very learned, ftudious, and are very civil and agreeable in company. In their whole 
deportment there is fomething pleafing ; it is no wonder therefore that they captivate 
the minds of the people. ‘They feldom fpeak of religious matters ; and if it happens, 
they generally avoid difputes. They are very ready to do any one a fervice; and 
when they fee that their affiftance is wanted, they hardly give one time to {peak of it, 
falling to work immediately, to bring about what is required of them. Their converfa- 
tion is very entertaining and learned, fo that one cannot be tired of their company. 
Among ail the Jefuits | have converfed with in Canada, I have not found one who 
was not poffeffed of thefe qualities in a very eminent degree. They have large pof- 
feflions in this country, which the French king gave them. At Montreal they have 
likewife a fine church, and a little neat houfe, with a fmall but pretty garden within. 
They do not care to become preachers to a congregation in the town or country; but 
leave thefe places, together with the emoluments arifing from them, to the pricfts. 
All their bufinefs here is to convert the heathens ; and with that view their miffionaries 
are {catered over every part of thiscountry. Near every town and village, peopled by 
converted Indians, are one or two Jefuits, who take great care that they may not return 
to Paganifm, but live as Chriftians ought to do, ‘hus there are Jefuits with the con- 
verted Indians in Tadouffac, Lorette, Becancourt, St. Francois, Saut St. Louis, and 
all over Canada. There are likewife Jefuit miffionaries with thofe who are not con- 
verted ; fo that there is commonly a Jefuit in every village belonging to the Indians, 
whem he endeavours on all occafions to convert. In winter he goes on their great 
hunts, where he is frequently obliged to fuffer all imaginable inconveniences, fuch as 
walking in the fnow ail day, lying in the open air all winter, being out both in good 
and bad weather, the Indians not regarding any kind of weather : lying in the Indian 
huts, which often fwarm with fleas and other vermin, &c. ‘Che Jefuits undergo all 
thefe hardihips for the fake of converting the Indians, and likewife for political reafons, 
The Jefuits are of great ufe to their king; for they are frequently able to perfuade the 
Indians to break their treaty with the Englifh, to make war upon them, to bring their 
firs to the French, and not to permit the Englifh to come amongit them. But there 
is jome danger attending thefe attempts; for when the Indians are in liquor, they 
fometimes kill the miffionaries who live with them; calling them {pies, or excufing 
themfelves by faying that the brandy had killed them. Thefe are accordingly the chief 
occupations of the Jefuits here. They do not go to vifit the fick in the town, they do. 
not hear the confeflions, and attend at no funerals. I have never feen them go in 


** Pour fire um recojet i faut ure hachette, pour un prétre un cifeau, mais pour un Jefuite il faut ua 


piuceau. 
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proceflions in remembrance of the Virgin Mary and other faints. They feldon go 
intoa houfe in order to get meat ; and though they be invited, they do not like t» ftay, 
except they be on a journey. Every body fees that they are, as it were, ‘elected 
from the other people, on account of their fuperior genius and qualities. They are here 
reckoned a moft cunning fet of people, who generally fucceed in their undertakings, 
and furpafs all others in acutenefs of underftanding. I have therefore feveral times 
obferved that they have enemies in Canada. They never receive any others into their 
fociety, but perfons of very promifing parts ; fo that there are no blockheads among 
them. On the other hand, the priefts receive the beft kind of people among their 
order they can meet with; and in the choice of monks, they are yet lefs careful. 
The Jefuits who live here, are all come from France; and many of them return 
thither again, after.a flay of a few years here. Some (five or fix of which are yet alive) 
who were born in Canada, went over to France, and were received among the 
Jefuits there ; but none of them ever came back to Canada. I know not what political 

_ reafon hindered them. During my ftay in Quebec, one of the pricfts, with the bifhop’s 
leave, gave up his priefthood and became a Jefuit. The other priefts were very ill 
pleafed with this, becaufe it feemed as if he looked upon their condition as too mean 
for himfelf, Thofe congregations in the country that pay rents to the Jefuits, have, 
however, divine fervice performed by priefts, who are appointed by the bifhop; and 
the land-rent only belongs to the Jefuits. Neither the priefts nor the Jefuits carry on 
any trade with furs and fkins, leaving that entirely to the merchants, 

This afternoon I vifited the building called the feminary, where all the priefts live 
in common. They have a great houfe, built of ftone, with walks in it, and rooms on 
each fide. It is feveral ftories high, and clofe to it is a fine garden, full of all forts 
of fruit-trees and poteherbs, and divided by walks. The profpect from hence is the 
fineft in Quebec. The priefts of the feminary are not much inferior to the Jefuits in 
civility ; and therefore I {pent my time very agreeably in their company. 

The priefts are the fecond and moft numerous clafs of the clergy in this country 5 
for moft of the churches, both in towns and villages (the Indian converts excepted) 
are ferved by priefts. A few of them are likewife miffionaries. In Canada are two 
feminaries ; one in Quebec, the other in Montreal. The priefts of the feminary of 
Montreal are of the order of St. Sulpitius, and fupply only the congregation on the ifle 
of Montreal, and the town of the fame name. At all the other churches in Canada, 
the priefts belonging to the Quebec feminary officiate. The former, or thofe of the 
order of St. Sulpitius, all come from France ; and I was affured that they never fuffer 
a native of Canada to come among them. In the feminary at Quebec, the natives of 
Canada make the greater part. In order to fit the children of this country for orders, 
there are fchools at Quebec and St. Joachim ; where the youths are taught Latin, and 
inftruéed in the knowledge of thofe things and fciences which have a more 
immediate connexion with the bofinefs they are intended for. However, they are not 
very nice in their choice ; and people of a middling capacity are often received among 
them. They do not feem to have made great progrefs in Latin; for notwithftanding 
the fervice is read in that language, and they read their Latin breviary, and other 
books, every day, yet moft of them found it very difficult to fpeak it... All the prieits 
-in the Quebec feminary are confecrated by the bifhop. Both the ‘feminaries have got 
great revenues from the king ; that in Quebec has above thirty thoufand livres. All 
the country on the welt fide of the river St, Lawrence, from the town of Quebec to 
bay St. Paul, belongs to this feminary, befides their other poffeffions in the country. 
They leafe the land to the fettlers for a certain rent, which, if it be annually paid 

i 3 according 
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accc rding to their agreement, the children or heirs of the fettlers may remain in an ba 

,difturbed poffeffion of the lands. A piece of land, three arpents * bread, and-dhirty, 
forty, or fifty arpents long, pays annually an ecu +, and a couple of chickens, or fome 
other \additional trifle. In fuch places as have convenient water-falls, they have built 
water-mills, or faw-mills, from which they annually get confiderablefums. The feminary 
of Montreal poffeffes the whole ground on which that town ftands, together with the 
whole ifle of Montreal. I have been affured that the ground-rent of the town and ifle 
is computed at feventy thoufand livres ; befides what they get for faying maffes, bap- 
tizing, holding confelficas, attending at marriages and funerals, &c. All the revenues 
of ground-rent belong to the feminaries alone, and the priefts in the country have no 
fhare in them. ' But as the feminary in Montreal, confifting only of fixteen priefts, has 
greater revenues than it can expend, a large fum of money is annually fent over to 
France, to the chief feminary there. The land-rents belonging to the Quebec feminary 
are employed for the ufe of the priefts in it, and for the maintenance of a number of 
young people, who are brought up to take orders. The priefts who live in the coun- 
try parifhes, get the tythe from their congregation, together with the perquifites on 
vifiting the fick, &c. In {mall congregations, the King gives the priefts an additional 
fum. When a prieft in the country grows old, arid has done good fervices, he is 
fometimes allowed to come into the feminary in town. The feminaries are allowed 
to place the priefts on their own eftates ; but the other places are in the gift of the 
bifhop. 

The recolets are a third clafs of clergymenin Canada. They have a fine large 
dwelling-houfe here, and a fine church, where they officiate. Near it is a large and 
fine garden, which they cultivate with great application. In Montreal and Trois Ri- 
vieres, they are lodged almoft in the fame manner as here. They do not endeavour 
to choofe cunning fellows amongft them, but take all they can get. They do not tor- 
ment their brains with much learning ; and I have been affured, that after they have 

ut on their monaftic habit, they do not ftudy to increafe their knowledge, but, forget 
even what little they knew before. At night they generally lie on mats, or fome other 
hard matraffes; however, I have fometimes feen good beds in the cells of fome of them, 
They have no poffeffions here, having made vows of poverty, and live chiefly on the 
alms which people give them. To this purpofe, the young monks, or brothers, go 
into the houfes with a bag, and beg what they want. ‘They have no congregations in 
the country, but fometimes they go among the Indians as miffionaries. In each fort, 
which contains forty men, the King keeps one of thefe monks inftead of a prieft, who 
officiates there. The King gives him lodging, provifions, fervants, and all he wants, 
sbefides two hundred livres a year. Hilf of it he fends to the community he belongs 
to; the other half he referves for his own ufe. On board the King’s fhips are gene- 
rally no other priefts than thefe friars, who are therefore looked upon as people be- 
longing to the King. When one of the chief priefts { in the country dies, and his 
place cannot immediately be filled up, they fend one of thefe friars there, to officiate 
whilft the place is vacant. Part of thefe monks-come over from France, and part are 
natives of Canada. There are no other monks in Canada befides thefe, except now 
and then one of the order of St. Auftin, or fome other, who comes with one of the 
King’s fhips, but goes off with it again. 


* A Freach acre. + A French coin, value about a crowa Englifh. + Pafteur. 


VOL. XI, 40 Auguft 


&s0 KALM’s TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 


Auguft 11th. ‘This morning I took a walk out of town, with the royal phyf cian 
Mr. Gaulthier,,in order to collec plants, and to fée a nunnery at fome diftance irom 
Quebec. This monaftery, which is built very magnificently of ftone, lies in a pl -afant 
{pot, furrounded with corn-fields, meadows, and woods, from whence Quebec and the 
river St. Lawrence may be feen; a hofpital for poor old people, cripples, &c. makes 
part of the monaftery, and is divided into two halls, one for men, the other-for wo- 
men. The nuns.attend both fexes, with this difference, however, that they only pre- 
pare the meal for the men, and bring it in to them, give them phyfic,.and take the 
cloth away when they have eaten, leaving the reft for male fervants. But in the hall 
where the women are, they do ail the work that is to be done. ‘The regulation in the 
hofpital was the fame as in that at Quebec. To fhew me a particular favour, the 
bifhop, at the defire of the Marquis la Galiffonniere, governor-general of Canada, 
granted me leave to fee this nunnery likewife, where no man is allowed to enter without 
chis leave, which is an honour he feldom confers on any body. The abbefs led us 
through all the apartments, accompanied by a great number of nuns. Moft of the 
nuns here are of noble families, and one was the daughter of a governor. Many of 
themi are old, but there are likewife fome very young ones among them, who looked 
very well. They feemed all to be more polite than thofe in the other nunnery. Their 
rooms are the fame as in the laft place, except fome additional furniture in their cells ; 
the beds are hung with blue curtains; there are a couple of {mall bureaux,a table between. 
them, and fome pidtures on the walls, There are however no ftoves in any cell ; but 
thofe halls and rooms, in which they are affembled together, and in which the fick ones 
lie, are {upplied with an iron ftove. The number of nuns is indeterminate here, and I faw 
a great number of them. Here are likewife fome probationers preparing for their 
reception among the nuns. A number of little girls are fent hither by their parents, 
to be inftruéted by the nuns in the principles of the chriftian religion, and in all forts of 
ladies work. The convent at a diftance looks like a palace; and, as I am told, was 
founded by a bifhop, who they fay is buried in a part of the church. 

We botanized till dinner time in the neighbouring meadows, and then returned to 
the convent to dine with a venerable old father recollet, who officiated here asa prieft. 
The dithes were all prepared by nuns, and as-numerous and various as on the tables 
of great men. There were likewife feveral forts of wine, and many preferves. The 
revenues of this monaftery are faid to be confiderable. At the top of the building is a 
fmall fteeple with a bell. Confidering the large tracts of land which the King has 
given in Canada to convents, Jefuits, priefts, and feveral families of rank, it feems he 
has very little left for himfelf. 

Our common rafpberries are fo plentiful here on the hills, near corn-fields, rivers, 
and brooks, that the branches look quite red on account of the number of berries on 
them. They are ripe about this time, and eaten as a defert after dinner, both freffi 
and preferved. 

The mountain-afh, or forb-tree * is pretty common in the woods hereabouts. 

They reckon the north-eaft wind the moft piercing of all here. Many of the belt 
people here affured me, that this wind, when it is very violent in winter, pierces through 
walls of a moderate thicknefs, fo that the whole wall on the infide of the houfe is co- 
vered with fnow, or a thick hoar froft; and that a candle placed near a thinner wall 
is almoft blown out by the wind which confinually comes through. This wind damages 


* Sorbus aucuparia. 
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the houfes which are built of ftone, and forces the owners to repair them very fre- 
quén,ly on the north-eaft fide. The north and north-eaft winds are likewife Teck oned. 
“very cold here. In fummer the north wind is generally attended with rain. ; 

The, difference of climate between Quebec and Montreal is on all hands allowed to 
be very-great. The wind and weather of Montreal are often entirely different from 
what they are at Quebec. The wintet there is not near fo cold as in the laft place. 
Several forts of fine pears will grow near Montreal, but are far fom fucceeding at 
Quebec, where the froft frequently kills them. Quebec has generally more rainy 
weather, {pring begins later, and winter fooner than at Montreal, where all forts of 
fruits ripen a week or two earlier than at Quebec. ; 

Aug. 12th. This afternoon I went out of town, to ftay in the country for a couple 
of days, that I might have more leifure to examine the plants which grow in the woods 
here, and the ftate of the country. In order to proceed the better, the governor- 
general had fent for an Indian from Lorette, to fhew us the way, and teach-us what ufe . 
they make of the {pontaneous plants hereabouts. ‘This Indian was an Englifhman by 
birth, taken by the Indians thirty years ago, when he was a boy, and adopted by them, 
according to their cuftom, inftead of a relation of theirs killed by the enemy. Since 
that time he conftantly ftayed with them, became a Roman Catholic, and married an 
Indian woman : he dreffes like an Indian, fpeaks Englifh and French, and many of the 









- Indian languages. In the wars between the French and Englith, in this country, the 


French Indians have made many prifoners of both fexes in the Englifh plantations, 
adopted them afterwards, and they married with péople of the Indian nations, From 
hence the Indian blood in Canada is very much mised with European blood, and a 
great part of the Indians now living owe their origin to Europe. It is likewife re- 
markable that a great part of the people they had taken during the war and incorpo.’ 
rated with their nations, efpecially the young people, did not choofe to return to their 
native country, though their parents and neareft relations came to them and endeavoured 


- to perfuade them to it, and though it was in their power to do it. The licentious life 


« 


led by the Indians, pleafed them better than that of their European relations; they 
dreffed like the Indians, and regulated all their affairs in their way. It is therefore 
difficult to diftinguith them, except by their colour, which is fomewhat whiter than that 
of the Indians. ‘here are likewife examples of fome Frenchmen going amongft the 
Indians and following their way of life. There is on the contrary fcarce one inftance 
of an Indian’s adopting the European cuftoms ; but thofe who were taken prifoners in 
the war, have always endeavoured to come to their own people again, even after feveral 
years of captivity, and though they enjoyed all the privileges that were ever poffeffed 
by the Europeans in America. 

The lands which we paffed over were every where ldid out into corn-fields, meadows, 
or paftures, Almoft all round us the profpect prefented to our view farms and farm- 
houfes, and excellent fields and meadows. Near the town the land is pretty flat, and 
interfeted now and then by a clear rivulet. ‘The roads are very good, broad, and lined 
with ditches on each fide, in low grounds. Further from the town, the land rifes higher 
and higher, and confifts as it were of terraces, one aboveanother. ‘This rifing ground~ 
is, however, pretty {mooth, chiefly without ftones, and covered with rich mould. Un- 
der that is the black lime-flate, which is fo common hereabouts, and is divided into fmall 
thivers, and corroded by the air. Some of the ftrata were horizontal, others perpendicu- 
lar ; I have Jikewife found fuch perpendicular ftrata of lime-flates in other places in the 
neighbourhood of Quebec. _ All the hills are cultivated ; and fomeare adorned with fine 
churches, houfes, and cornfields. ‘The meadows are commonly in the vallies, though 

4902 fome 
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fone were likewife on eminentces. Soon after we bad a fite profpe® from one of 
thefe hills. Qifebet appeared very plain to the eaftward, and the H¥éF St. Lawvence 
could likewifé Bé feen ; farther diftant, on the fouth-eaft fide of that river, appears a 

long chain of high mountains, running generally parallel to it, though many miles 

diftant from it; to the welt again, at fome diftance from the rifing lands where we 

were, the hills changed into a long chain of very high gountains, lying very clofe ‘to 

each other, and running parallel likewife to the river, that is, nearly from fouth to 

north. ‘Thefe high mountains confift of agrey rock-ftone, compofed of feveral kinds 

of ftone, which I fhall mention in the fequel. ‘Thefe mountains feem to prove, that 

the lime-flates are of as ancient a date as the grey rock-ftone, and not formed in later 

times; for the amazing large grey rocks lie on the top of the mountains, which confit 

of black lime-flates. 

The high meadows in Canada are excellent, and by far preferable to the meadows 
round Philadelphia, and in the other Englifh colonies. The further I advanced north. 
ward here, the finer were the meadows, and the turf upon them was better and clofer. 
Almoft all the grafs here is of two kinds, viz. a fpecies of the narrow leaved meadow. 
grafs*; for its {pikes + contain either three or four flowers, which are fo exceedingly 
imall, that the plant might eafily be taken-fer_a bent grafs}; and its feeds have feveral 
fmall downy hairs at the bottom. ‘The other plant, which grows in the meadows, is 
the white clover §, Thefe two plants form the hay in the meadows; they ftand clofe 
and thick together, and the meadow-grafs (poa) is pretty tall, but has very thin ftalks. 
At the root of the meadow-grafs the ground was quite covered with clover, fo that 
one cannot with for finer meadows than are found here. Almoftall the meadows have 
been formerly corn-fields, as appears from the furrows on the ground, which {till 
remained. They can be mown but once every fummer, as fpring commences very 
late. 

‘They were now bufied with making hay, and getting it in; andI was told, they had 
begun abouta week ago. They have hay-ftacks near moft of their meadows, and on 
the wet ones they make ufe of conic hay-ftacks. Their meadows are commonly without 
enclofures, the cattle being in the paftureson the other fide of the woods, and having 
¢owherds to take care of them where they are neceflary,, 

The corn-fields are pretty large. I faw no drains any where, though they feemed 
to be wanting in fome places. ‘They are divided into ridges, of the breadth of two or 
three yards broad, between the furrows. The perpendicular height of the middle of 
the ridge, from the level to the ground, is near one foot. All their corn is fummer- 
corn; for asthe cold in winter deftroys the corn which lies in the ground, they never 
fow inautumn. I found white wheat moft commonly in the fields. They have like- 
wife large fields with peafe, oats, in fome places fummer-rye, and now and then bar- 
ley. Near almoft every farm I met with cabbages, pumpions, and melons. The 
fields are not always fown, but lie fallow every two years. The fallow-fields are not * 
ploughed in fummer, fo the weeds grow without reftraint in them, and the cattle are 
allowed to go on them all fummer |]. . 

The houfes in the country are built promifcuoufly of {tone or wood. To thofe of 
ftone they do not employ bricks, as there is not yet any confiderable quantity of bricks 


™ Poa anguftifolia, Linn. t Spicule tri vel quadri flor minimee ; femina bafi pubefcentia. 

} Agroitris, Linn, § Trifolium repens, Linn. Trifolium pratenfe album, C. B. 

Il Here follows, in the original, an account of the enclofures made ufe of near Quebec, which is in- 
tended only for the Swedes, but not for a nation that has made fuch progrefs in agriculture and hufbandry 
asthe Englith, F. 
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made here. They.therefore take -what flones-they can find in the neighbouskaod, 

efpecially the lime-flates. Thefe are quite. compact when broke, but. fhiver 
when expofed to the air; however, this is of little confequence, as the ftones flick faft 

in the wall, and do not fall afunder. For want of. it, they fometimes make their. 
buildings of lime-ftone, or fand-ftone, and fometimes of grey rock-ftone. The walls 

of fuch houfes are commonly twofeet thick,.and feldom thinner. The people here can 

have lime every where in this neighbourhood. The greater part of the houfes in the 

country are built of wood, and fometimes plaiftered over on the outfide. The chinks 

in the walls are filled with clay inftead of mofs. The houfes are feldom above one 

ftory high. In every room is either a chimney or ftove, or both together. The ftoves 

have the form of an oblong fquare; fome are entirely of iron, about two feet anda 
half long, one foot anda half, or two feet, high, and near a foot and a half broad ; 

thefe iron ftoves are all caft at the iron-works at Trois Rivieres. Some are made of 
bricks, or ftones, not much larger than the iron ftoves, but covered at top with an 

iron plate. ‘The fmoke from the ftoves is conveyed up the chimney, by an iron pipe. 
In fummer the ftoves are removed. 

This evening we arrived at Lorette, where we lodged with the Jefuits. 

Auguft 13th. In the morning we continued our journey through the woods to the 
high mountains, in order to fee what fcarce plants and curiofities we could get there. 
The ground was flat at firft, and covered with a thick wood all round, except in marfhy 
places. Near half the plants, which are to be met with here, grow in the woods and 
moraffes of Sweden. 

We faw wild cherry-trees here, of two kinds, which are probably mere varieties, 
though they differ in feveral refpe&ts. Both are pretty common in Canada, and both 
have red berries. One kind, which is called cerifier by the French, taftes like our 
alpine cherries, and their acid contraés the mouth, and cheeks. The berries of the 
other fort have an agreeable fournefs, and a pleafant tafte *. 

The three-leaved hellebore t grows in great plenty in the woods, and in many places 
it covers the ground by itfelf. However, it commonly choofes mofly places, that are 
not very wet; and the wood-forrel {, with the mountain enchanter’s night-fhade §, are 
its companions. . Its feeds were not yet ripe, and moft of the flalks had no feeds at all. 
This plant is called tiffavoyanne jaune by the French, all over Canada. Its leaves and 
ftalks are ufed by the Indians for giving a fine yellow coleur to feveral kinds of work, 
which they make of prepared fkins. ‘The French, who have learned this from them, ~ 
dye wool and other things yellow with this plant. 

We climbed with a great deal of difficulty to the top of one of the higheft mountains 
here, and was vexed to find nothing at its fummit, but what I had feen in other parts 
of Canada before. We had not even the pleafure of a profpect, becaufe the trees, with 
which the mountain is covered, ob{tructed it. The trees that grow here are a kind of 
horn-beam, or carpinus oftrya, Linn., the American elm, the red maple, the fugar- 
maple, that kind of maple which cures fcorched wounds (which I have not yet 
defcribed), the beech, the common birch-tree, the fugar-birch |], the forb-tree, the 
Canada pine, called peruffe, the mealy-tree with dentated leaves {, the afh, the cherry» 
tree (certifier) juft before defcribed, and the berry-bearing yew. 


® The kind called cerifier by the French, I defcribed thus in my journal: cerafus foliis ovatis ferratis, 
ferraturis profundis fere fubulatis, fruétu racemofo. The other thus: cerafus foliis lanceolatis, cronato- 
ferratis, acutis, frudid fere folitario. 
Helleborus trifolius. -. + Oxalis acetofella, Linn. § Circeea alpina, Lin. 
{] Betula nigra, Linn. q Viburaum dentatum, Linon. 
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‘The gnats ‘n,this wood were more numerous than’ we could have wiflied.» Cold 
‘water they reckon. the belt remedy againft the bite, when the wounded places are wafhed 
with it immediately after. : 

At night we returned to Lorette, having accurately examined the plants of note we 
met with to-day. . 

Auguft 14th. Lorette is a village three French iniles to the weftward of Quebec, 
inhabited chiefly by Indians of the Huron nation, converted to the Roman Catholic 
religion. ‘The village lies near a little river, which falls over a rock there, with a great 
noife, and turns a faw-mill, and a flour-mill. ° When the Jefuit, who is now with them, 
arrived among them, they lived in their ufual huts, which are made like thofe of the 
Laplanders. ‘They have fince laid afide this cuftom, and built all their houfes after the 
French fafhion. In each houfe are two rooms, viz. their bed-room, and the kitchen on 
the outfide before it. In the room isa fmall oven of ftone, covered at top with an iron 
plate. Their beds are near the wall, and they put no other clothes on them than 
thofe which they are dreffed in. Their other furniture and utenfils look equally 
wretched. Here is a fine little church, with a fteeple and bell. The fteeple is raifed 
pretty high, and covered with white tin plates. They pretend that there is fome 
fimilarity between this church in its figure and difpofition, and the Santa Cafa, at 
Loretto in Italy, from whence this village has got its name. Clofe to the church’isa 
houfe built of ftone, for the clergymen, who are two Jefuits, that conftantly live here. 
The divine fervice is as regularly attended here as in any other Roman Catholic church; 
and I was pleafed with feeing the alacrity of the Indians, efpecially of the women, and 
hearing their good voices, when they fing all forts of hymns in their own language. 
"The Indians drefs chiefly like the other adjacent Indian nations ; the men, however, like 
to wear waiftcoats, or jackets, like the French. The women keep exactly to the In- 
dian-drefs. It is certain, that thefe Indians and their anceftors, long fince, on being 
converted to the Chriftian religion, have made a vow to God, never to drink ftrong 
liquors. This vow they have kept pretty inviolable hitherto, fo that one feldom fees 
one of them drunk, though brandy and other ftrong liquors are goods which other 
Indians would fooner be killed for than part with them. 

Thefe Indians have made the French their patterns in feveral things, befides the 
houfes. They all plant maize; and fome have fmall fields of wheat and rye. Many 
of them keep cows. ‘They plant our common fun-flower * in their maize-fields, and 
mix the feeds of it into their fagamite, or maize-foup. .“The maize which they plant 
here is of the {mall fort, which ripens fooner than the other : its grains are fmaller, but 
give more and better flour in proportion.’ It commonly ripens here at the middle, 
fometimes however at the end, of Augulft. 

- The Swedith winter-wheat, and winter-rye, has been tried in Canada, to fee how 
well it would fucceed; forthey employ nothing but fummer-corn here, it having been 
found that the French wheat and rye dies here in winter, if it be fown in autumn. 
Dr. Sarrazin has therefore (as I was told by the eldeft of the two Jefuits here) got a 
fmall quantity of wheat and rye, of the winter-corn fort, from Sweden. It was fown 
in autumn, not hurt by the winter, and bore fine corn. The ears were not fo large 
vas thofe of the Canada corn, but weighed near twice as much, and gave a greater 
quantity of finer flour than that fummer-corn. Nobody could tell me, why the ex- 
periments have not been continued. They cannot, I am told, bake fuch white bread 
hhere of the fummer-corn, as they-can in France of their winter-wheat. Many people 


® HPeHanthus annuus. 


KALM’S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. .' 655 


have atfured me, that all the fummer-corn now émployed here came from Sweden, or 
Norway: for the French, on their arrival, found the winters in Canada too fevere'for 
the French winter-corn, and their fummer-corn did not always ripen, on account of 
the fhortnefs of fummer. ‘Therefore they began to look upon Canada as little better 
than an ulelefs country, where nobody could live ; till they fell upon the expedient of 
getting théir {ummer-corn from the moft northern parts of Europe, which has fuc- 
ceeded very well. - ie 

This day I returned to Quebec, making botanical obfervations by the way. 

Auguft rgth. The new governor-general of all Canada, the Marquis de la Jon- 

- quiere, arrived lat night in the river before Quebec ; but it being late, he referved his 

public entrance for to-day. He had Jeft France on the fecond of June, but could not 
reach Quebec before this time, on account of the difficulty which great fhips find in 
paffing the fands in the river St. Lawrence. The fhips cannot venture to go up without 
a fair wind, being forced to run in many bendings, and frequently in a very narrow 
channel. ‘To-day was another great fealt, on account of the Afcenfion of the Virgin 
Mary, which is very highly celebrated in Roman Catholic countries. This day was 
accordingly doubly remarkable, both on account of the holiday, and of the arrival of 
the new governor-general, who is always received with great pomp, as he reprefents a 
viceroy here. 

‘About eight o’clock the chief people in town affembled at the houfe of Mr. de Vau- 
dreuil, who had lately been nominated governor of Trois Rivieres, and lived in the 
lower town, and whole father had likewife been governor-general of Canada. ‘Thither 
came likewife the Marquis de la Galiffonniere, who had till now been governor-general, 
and was to fail for France with the firft opportunity. He was accompanied by the 
people belonging to the government. I was likewife invited to fee this feftiviry. At 
half an hour after eight the new governor-general went from the fhip into a barge, 
covered with red cloth, upon which a fignal with cannons was given from the ram-- 
parts, for all the bells in the town to be fet a ringing. All the people of diftinétion 
went dowi to the fhore to falute the governor, who, on alighting from the barge, was 
received by the Marquis la Galiffonniere. After they had faluted each other, the 
commandant of the town addreffed the new governor-general in a very elegant {peech, 
which he anfwered very concifely ; after which all the cannon on the ramparts gave a 
general falute. The whole ftreet, up to the cathedral, was lined with men in arms, 
chiefly drawn out from among the burgheffes. The governor-general then walked. 
towards the cathedral, dreffed in a {uit of red, with abundance of gold Ince. His. 
fervants went before him in green, carrying fire-arms on their fhoulders. On his 
arrival at the cathedral he was received by the bifhop of Canada, and the whole clergy 
aflembled. The bifhop wasarrayed in his pontifical robes, and had along gilt tiara on 
his head, and a great crozier of mafly filver in his hand. After the bifhop had ad- 
dreffed a fhort fpeech to the governor-general, a pricft brought a filver crucifix on. a 
long ftick, (two priefts, with lighted tapers in their hands, going on each fide of it) 
to be kiffed by the governor. ‘The bifhop and the priefts then went through the long 
walk up to the choir. The fervants of the governor-general followed with their hats. 
‘on, and arms on their fhoulders. At laft came the governor-generab and his fuite, 
and after them a crowd of people. At the beginning of the choir the governor-- 
general, and the General de Ia Galiffonniere, ftopt before a chair covered with red 
cloth, and ftood there during the whole time of the celebration of the-mafs, which.was 
celebrated by the bifhop himfelf. From the church he went to the palace, when the 
gentlemen of note in the town afierwards went to pay their refpeéts tohim. The re- 
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figious of the different orders, with their refpeQive fiperiors, likewife came to kim, to 
teftify their jey ‘on account of his happy arrival. Among the sage that came to 
vifit him, notie‘ftaid to dine but thofe that were invited before-] > among which I 
had the honour to be. The entertainment lafted very long, and was as ‘elegant as the 
occafion required. 

The governor-general, Marquis de la Jonquiere; was very tall, and, at tha¢ time, 
fomething above fixty years old. He had fought a defperate naval battle with the 
Englifh in the laft war, but had been obliged to furrender, the Englih being, as it was 
told, vaitly fuperior in the number of fhips and men. On this occafion he: was 
wounded by a ball, which entered one fide of his fhoulder, and came out at the other. 
a was very complaifant, but knew how to preferve his dignity, when he diftributed 

avours. 

Many of the. gentlemen, prefent at this entertainment afferted that the following 
expedient had been fuccefsfully employed to keep wine, beer, or water, cool during 
fummer. The wine or other liquor is bottled; the bottles are well corked, hung up 
in the air, and wrapped in wet clouts. This cools the wine in the bottles, notwithftand- 
ing it was quite warm before. After a little while the clouts are again made wet, with 
the coldeft water that is to be had, and this is always continued. ‘The wine or other 
liquor, in the bottles is then always colder than the water with which the clouts are 
made wet. And though the bottles fhould be hung up in the funthine the above way 
of proceeding will always have'the fame effect *. > 

Auguft 16th. The occidental arbor vita ¢ is a tree which grows very plentiful in 
Canada, but not much farther fouth. The moft foutherly place I have feen it in, is a 
place a little on the fouth fide of Saratoga, in the province of New-York, and likewife 
near Caffes, in the fame province, which places are in forty-two degrees and ten 
minutes north latitude. , ; 

Mr. Bartram, however, informed me, that he had found a fingle tree of this kind in 
Virginia, near the Falls in the river James. Doétor Colden likewife afferted, that he 
had feen itin many places round his feat at Coldingham, which lies between New-York 
and Albany, about forty-one degrees thirty minutes north latitude. The French, all 
over Canada, call it cedre blanc. The Englifh and Dutch in Albany, likewife call it 
the white cedar. The Englifh in Virginia, have called a thuya, which grows with them, 
a juniper. 

The places and foil where it grows beft, are not always alike, however it generally 
fucceeds in fuch ground where its roots have fufficient moifture. It feems to prefer 
{wamps, marfhes, and other wet places to all others, and there it grows pretty tall. 
Stony hills, and places where a number of ftones lie together, covered with feveral 
kinds of mofles {, feemed to be the next in order where it grows. When the fea 
fhores were hilly and covered with moffy ftones, the thuya feldom failed to grow on 
them. It is likewife feen now and then on the hills near rivers; and other high grounds, 


* It has been obferved by feveral experiments that any liquor dipt into another liquor, and then expofed 
to the air for evaporation, will get a remarkable degree of cold; the quicker the evaporation fucceeds, 
after repeated dippings, the greater is the cold. ‘Therefore {pirit of wine evaporating quicker than water, 
cools more than water : and fpirit of fal ammoniac, made by quick-lime, being ftill more volatile than Spirit 
of wine, its cooling quality is ftill greater. The evaporation fucceeds better by moving the veflel containe 
ing the liquor, by expoling it to the air, and by blowing upon it, or ufing a pair of bellows, See de Mairan, 
Differtation fur le Glace, Prof. Richman in Nov. Comment. Petrop, ad an. 1747 & 1748. and Dr. 
Cullen in the Edinburgh phyfical and literary Effays and Obfervations. Vol. IL. p. 145. F. 

+ Thuja occidentalis, Linn. 

£ Lichen, bryum, hypnum. 
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which are covered.with a duft like earth of mould; but it is to be obferved that-fpy 
places: commogtry a fourifh water with them, or receive moifturefrom the. uppér 
countries. .I have however feen’ it growing in fome pretty dry places; but there it 
never comes to any confiderable fize. It is pretty frequent in the clefts of mountains, 
but cannot grow to any remarkable height or thicknefs. The talleft trees [ have found 
in the woods in Canada, were about thirty or thirty-fix feet high. A tree of exadly ten 
inches diameter had ninety-two rings round the ftem * ; another of one foot and two 
inches in diameter had one hundred and forty-two ringst. _ 

"The inhabitants of Canada generally make ufe of this tree in the following cafes. It 
being reckoned the moft durable wood in Canada, and which beft withftands putrefac- 
tion, fo as to remain undamaged for above a man’s age, enclofures of all kinds are 
{carce made of any other than this wood. All the pofts which are driven into the 

round, are'made of the Thuya wood. ‘he palifades round the forts in Canada are 
fikewife made of the fame wood. The planks in the houfes are made of it; and the 
thin narrow pieces of wood which form both the ribs and the bottom of the bark boats, 
commonly made ufe of here, are taken from this wood, becaufe it is pliant enough for . 
the purpofe, efpecially whilft it is frefh, and likewife becaufe it is very light. The 
Thuya wood is reckoned one of the beft for the ufe of lime-kilns. Its branches are 
ufed all over Canada for befoms; and the twigs and leaves of it being naturally bent 
together, feem to be very proper for the purpofe, The Indians make {uch befoms and 
bring them to the towns for fale, nor do I remember having feen any befoms of any 
other wood. ‘The’ freth branches have a peculiar, agreeable fcent, which is pretty 
ftrongly felled in houfes where they make ufe of befoms of this kind. 

This thuya is made ufe of for feveral medicinal purpofes. The commandant of Fort 
St. Frederick, M. de LuGignan, could never fufficiently praife its excellence for rheu- 
matic pains. He told me he had often feen it~tried, with remarkable good fuccefs, 
upon feveral perfons, in the following manner. The frefh leaves are pounded ins 
mortar, and mixed with hog’s greafe,.or any other greafe, This is boiled together till 
jt becomes a falve, which is fpread on linen, and applied to the part where the pain is. 
The falve gives certain reliefina fhort time. Againft violent pains, which move up and 
down in the thighs, and fometimes {pread all over the body, they recommend the 
following remedy. Take of the leaves of a kind of polypody { four-fiths, and of the 
cones of the thuya one-fifth, both reduced to a coarfe powder by themfelves, and mixed 
together afterwards. Then pour milk-warm water on it, fo as to make a poultice, 
which {pread on linen, and wrap it round the body: but as the poultice burns like fire, 
they commonly lay a cloth between it and the bedy, otherwife it would burn and feorch 
the fkin. 1 have heard this remedy praifed beyond meafure, by people who faid they 
had experienced its good effeAs. An Troquefe Indian told me, that a decodtion of 
thuya leaves was ufed as a remedy for the cough. In the neighbourhood of Saratoga, 
they ufe this decoction in the intermitting fevers. f 

‘The thuya tree keeps its leaves, and is green afl winter. Its feeds are ripe towards 
the end of September, old ftyle. The fourth of Odober of this year, 1749, fome of 
the cones, efpecially thofe which ftood much expofed to the heat of the fun, had ~ 
already dropt their feeds, and all the other cones were opening in order to fhed them. 
This tree has, in common with many other American trees, the quality of growing 


* Of thefe rings or circles, it is well known all trees get but one every year, fo that they ferve to afcer- 
tainthe age of the trec, and the quicknefs or flownefs of its growth. ‘ 
+ The bark is not indluded, when I fpeak of the diameters of thefe trees. 
4 Polypodium fronde pinnata, pionis alternis ad bafin fuperne appendiculatis, 
VOL, XIII. 4P plentiful 
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plentiful in mzrfhes and thick woods, which may be with certainty called its native 
places. However, there is fcare a fingle thuya-tree in thofe places which bears feeds ; 
if, on the other hand, a tree accidentally ftands on the outfide of a wood, on the fea 
fhore, or in a field, where the air can freely come at it, it is always full of feeds. I 
have found this to be the cafe with the thuya, on innumerable occafions.. It is the 
fame likewife with the fugar-maple, the maple which is good for healing fcorched 
wounds, the white fir-tree, the pine called Peruffe, the mulberry and feveral others. 

Auguft 17th, This day I went to fee the nunnery of the Urfulines, which is difpofed 
nearly in the fame way as the two other nunneries. It lies in the town, and has a very 
fine church. ‘The nuns are renowned for their piety, and they go lefs abroad than any 
others. The men are likewife not allowed to go into this monatftery, except by the 
fpecial licence of the bifhop. At the defire of the Marquis de la Galliffonniere the 
bifhop granted me leave to vifit this monattery together with the royal phyfician 
M. Gaulthier. On our arrival we were received by the abbefs, who was attended by a 
great number of nuns, for the moft part old ones. We faw the church; and, it being. 

Sunday, we found fome nuns on every fide of it kneeling by themfelves, and faying 
prayers. As foon as we came into the church, the abbefs and the nuns with her dropt 
on their knees, and fo did M. Gaulthier and myfelf. We then went to an apartment or 
fmall chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary, at the entrance of which, they all fell on 
their knees again. We aftewards faw the kitchen, the dining hall, and the apartment 
they work in, which is large and fine. They do all forts of neat work there, gild 
pidtures, make artificial flowers, &c. The dining halt is difpofed in the fame manner as 
in the other two monafteries. Under the tables are fmall drawers for each nun to keep 
her napkin, knife and fork, and other things in. Their cells are fmall, and each nun 
has one to herfelf. The walls are not painted; a little bed, a table with a drawer, and 
a crucifix, and pidtures of faints on it, and a chair, conftitute the whole furniture of a 
cell. We were then led into a room full of young ladies about twelve years old and 
below that age, fent thither by their parents to be inftrudted in reading, and in matters 
of religion. They are allowed to go to vifit their relations once a day, but mut not 
ftay away long. When they have learnt reading, and have received inftru@tions in 
religion, they return to their parents again. Near the monaftery is a fine garden, 
which is furrounded with a high wall. It belongs to this inftitution, and is ftocked with 
all forts of kitchen-herbs and fruit-trees. When the nuns are at work, or during 
dinner, every thing is filent in the rooms, unlefs fome one of them reads to the others 5 
but after dinner, they have leave to take a walk for an hour or two in the garden, or 
to divert themfelves within-doors. After we had feen every thing remarkable here, we 
took our leave, and departed. 

About a quarter of a Swedifh mile to the weft of Quebec, is a well of mineral 
waters, which carries a deal of iron ochre with it, and has a pretty firong tafte. M. 
Gaulthier faid, that he had prefcribed it with fuccefs in coftive cafes, and the like 
difeafes. 

T have been affured, that there are no fnakes in the woods and fields round Quebec, 
whofe bite is poifonous; fo that one can fafely walk in the grafs. I have never found 
any that endeavoured to bite, and all were very fearful. In the fouth parts of Canada, 
it is not advifeable to be off one’s guard. 

A very {mall {pecies of black ants * live in ant-hills, in high grounds, in woods; they 
look exaétly like our Swedifh ants, but are much lefs, : 
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Auguft 21ft. To-day there were fome people of three Indian nations in this coun 
with the governor-general, viz. Hurons, Mickmacks, and Anies*; the laft of whic 
are a nation of Iroquefe, and allies of the Englifh, and were taken prifoners in the laft 
war. 

The Hurons are fome of the fame Indians with thofe who live at Lorette, and have 
received the Chriftian religion. They are tall, robuft people, well fhaped, and of 
a copper-colour. They have fhort black hair, which is fhaved on the forehead, from 
one ear to the other. None of them wear hats or caps. Some have ear-rings, others 
not. Many of them have the face painted all over with vermillion; others have only 
ftrokes of it on the forehead, and near the ears; and fome paint their hair with ver- 
million. Red is the colour they chiefly make ufe of in painting themfelves ; but I have 
likewife feen fome, who had daubed their face with a black colour. . Many of them 
have figures in the face, and on the whole body, which are ftained into the fkin, fo as 
to be indelible. The manner of making them fhall be defcribed in the fequel, Thefe 
figures are commonly black; fome have a {nake painted in each cheek, fome have 
feveral croffes, {ome an arrow, others the fun, or any thing elfe their imagination leads 
them to. They have fuch figures likewife on the breaft, thighs, and other parts of the 
body; but fome have no figures at all. They wear a fhirt, which is either white or 
checked, and a thaggy piece of cloth, which is either blue or white, with a blue or red 
{tripe below. This they always carry over their fhoulders, or let it hang down, in which 
cafe they wrap it round their middle, Round their neck, they have a {tring of violet 
wampums, with little white wampums between them. Thefe wampums are fmall, of 
the figure of oblong pearls, and made of the fhells which the Englith call clams+. At 
the end of the wampum ftrings, many of the Indians wear a large French filver coin, 
with the king’s effigy, on their breafts. Others have a large fhell on. the breaft, of a 
fine white colour, which they value very high, and is very dear ; others, again, have no 
ornament at all round the neck. They all have their breafts uncovered. Before them 
hangs their tobacco-pouch, made of the fkin of an animal, and the hairy fide turned 
outwards,, Their fhoes are made of fkins, and bear a great refemblance to the thoes 
without heels, which the women in Finland make ufe of. Inftead of ftockings, they 
wrap the legs in pieces of blue cloth, as I have feen the Ruffian boors do. 

‘The Mickmacks are drefled like the Hurons, but diftinguifh themfelves by their long 
firait hair, of a jetty-black colour. Almoft all the Indians have black ftrait hair ; how. 
ever, I have met with a few, whofe hair was pretty much curled. But it ig to. be 
obferved, that it is difficult to judge of the true complexion of the Canada Indians, 
their blood being mixed with the Europeans, either by the adopted prifoners of both 
fexes, or by the Frenchmen, who travel in the country, and often contribute their 
thare towards the encreafe of the Indian families, their women not being very thy. 
The Mickmacks are commonly not fo tall as the Hurons. I have not feen any Indians 
whofe hair was as long and {trait as theirs. Their language is different from that of 
the Hurons ; therefore there is an interpreter here for them on purpofe. 

The Anies are the third kind of Indians which came hither. Fifty of them went 
out in the war, being allies of the Englifh, in order to plunder in the neighbourhood of 
Montreal. But the French, being informed of their fcheme, laid an ambubh, and killed 
with the firft difcharge of their guns forty-four of them ; fo that only the four who were 


here to-day faved their lives, and two others, who were ill at this time. They are as” 


tall as the Hurons, whofe language they fpeak. The Hurons feem to have a longer, 
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and the Anies a rounder face. The Anies have fomething cruel in their looks ; but 
their drefs is the fame as that of the other Indians. ‘Fhey wear an oblong piece of white: 
tin between the hair which lies on the neck. One of thofe } faw had taken a flower of 
the rofe mallow, out of a garden, where it was in full bloffom at this time, and put it 
among the hair at the top of his head. Each of the Ingians has a tobacco-pipe of grey 
lime-itone, which is blackened afterwards, and has a long tube of wood. There were 
no Indian women prefent at this interview. As foon as the governor-general came in, 
and was feated in order to [peak with them, the Mickmacks fat down on the ground, 
like Laplanders, but the other Indians took chairs. 

‘There is no printing-prefs in Canada, though there formerly was one ; but all: books 
are brought from France, and all the orders made in the country are written, which 
extends even to the paper-currency. They pretend that the prefs is not yet introduced. 
here, left it fhould be the means of propagating libels againft the government, and. 
religion, But the true reafon feems to lie in the poornefs of the country, as no printer 
could put off a fuffcient numbers of books for his fubfiftence ; and another reafon may 
be, that France may have the profit arifing from the exportation of books hither. 

The meals here are in many refpeéts different from thofe in the Englifh provinces, 
This perhaps depends upon the difference of cuftom, tafte, and religion, between the 
two nations. They eat three mealsa day, viz. breakfaft, dinner, and fupper. They 
breakfaft commonly between feven and eight. For the French here rife very early, 
and the governor-general can be fpoke to at feven o’clock, which is the time when he 
has his levee. Some of the mef dip a piece of bread .in brandy, and eat it; others 
takea dram of brandy, and eat a piece of bread after it. Chocolate is: likewife very 

. common for breakfaft, and many of the ladies drink coffee. Some eat no breakfaft at 
all. Ihave never fecn tea made ufe of ; perhaps becaufe they can get coffee and cho- 
colate from the French provinces in South America; but muft get tea from China, 
for which it is not worth their while to fend the money out of their country. Dinner 
is pretty exadtly at noon. People of quality have a great variety of difhes, and the reft 
follow their example, when they invite ftrangers. ‘The loaves are oval, and baked of 
wheat flour. For each perfon they put a plate, napkin, fpoon, and fork. Sometimes 
they likewife give knives; but they are generally omitted, all the ladies and gentlemen 
being provided with their own knives. ‘The fpcons and forks are of filver, and the 
plates of Delft ware. The meal begins with a foup, with a good deal of bread in-it, 
‘Then follow frefh meats of varicus kinds, boiled and roafted, poultry, er game; 
fricaflees, ragoos, &c. of feveral forts; together with different kinds-of fallads. . They 
commonly drink red claret at dinner, mixed with water; and {pruce beer ig, likewife 
much in ufe. ‘The ladies drink water and fometimcs wine. After dinner the fruit 
and fweet-meats are ferved up, which are of many different kinds, viz. walnuts from 
France or Canada, either ripe or pickled; almonds, raifins, hafelnuts, feveral_kinds 
of berrjes, which are ripe in the fummer feafon, fuch as currents, cran-berries, which 
are preferved in treacle ; many preferves in fugar, as ftraw-berries, rafp-berries, black- 
berries, and mofs-berries: Cheefe is Iikewife a part of the defert, and fo is milk, 
which they eat lat of all with fugar. Friday and-Saturday they eat no flefh, according 
to the Roman Catholic rites; but they well know how to guard againft hunger. “On 
thofe days they boil all forts of kitchen-herbs, and fruit; fifhes, éges, and milk, 
‘prepared in various ways. ‘They cut cucumbers into flices, and eat them with cream, 
which is a very good difh. Sometimes they put whole cucumbers on the table, and! 
every body that likes them takes one, peels, and flices it, and dips the flices intovfalt, 
eating them like raddifhes. Melons abound here. and are alwavs eaten with fucar. 
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They never put any fugar into wine or brandy,'and upon the whole, they and the 
Englith do not ufe half fo much fugar, as we do in Sweden 5 though bo:h nations ‘have. 
large fugar plantations in their Weft Indian poffeffions. They fay no grace before, oF 
after their meals, but only crofs themfelves, which is likewife omitted by fome. Im- 
mediately-after dinner, they drink a difh of coffee, without cream. Supper is com- 
monly at feven o’clock, or betwveen {even and eight at night, and the dithes the fame 
as at dinner. Pudding and punch is not to met with here, though the latter is well 
known. : 

Auguit 23. In many places hereabouts they ufe their dogs to fetch water out of the 
river. I faw two great dogs to-day pat before a little cart, one before the other. 
They had neat harnefs, like horfes, and bits in their mouths. In the cart was a barrel. 
The dogs are dire&ted by a boy, who runs behind the cart, and as foon as they come 
to the river, they jump in of their own accord. When the barrel is filled, the dogs 
draw their burthen up the hill again, to the houfe they belong to. I have frequently 
feen dogs employed in this manner, during my flay at Quebec. Sometimes they put 
but one dog before the water earts, which are made fmail on purpofe. The dogs are 
not very great, hardly of the fize of our common farmers dogs.. ‘fhe boys that attend 
them have great whips, with which they make them go on occafionally. I have feen 
them fetch not only water, but likewife wood, and other things.” In winter it is 
cuftomary in Canada. for travellers to put dogs before little fledges, made on purpofe 
to hold their eloathes, provifions, &c. Poor people commonly employ them on their 
winter journies, and go on foot themfelves. Almoft all the wood, which the poorer 
people in this country fetch out of the woods in winter, is carried by dogs, which have 
therefore got the name of horles of the poor people. ‘Chey commonly place a pair of 
dogs before each load of wood. I have likewife feen fome neat little fledges, for ladies 
to ride in, in winter; they are drawn by a pair of dogs, and go fafter ona good road 
than one would think. A middle-fized dog is fufficient to draw a fingle perfon, when 
the roads are good. 1 have been told by old People, that horfes were very fcarce here 
in their youth, and afmoft all the land-carriage was then effected by dogs. Severab 
Frenchmen, who have been among the Efquimnaux on Terra Labrador, have affured 
me, that they not only make ufe of dogs for drawing drays, with their provifions, 
and other neceffaries, but are likewife drawn by them themlelves, in little fledges. 

Auguft 25th. The high hills to the weft of the town abound with iprings. ‘hele 
hills confit of the black lime-flate, before mentioned, and are pretty fteep, fo that it 
is difficult to get to the top. ‘Pheir perpendicular height is about twenty or four-and- 
twenty yards. Their fammits are deftitute of trees, and covered with a thin cruft of 
earth, lying on the lime-flates, and are employed for corn-tields, or paftures. It feems 
inconceivable, therefore, from whence thefe naked hills could take fo many running 
fprings, which in fome places guth out of the hills, like torrents. Have thefe hills the 
quality of attracting the water out of the air in the day time, or at night ? Or are the 
lime-flates more apt. to it than others ? 

All the horfes in Canada are ftrong, well made, fwift, as tall as the horfes of our 
cavalry, and ofa breed imported from France. ‘The jnhabitanis. have the cuftom of 
docking the tails of their horfes, which is rather hard upon them here, as they. cannot 
defend themfelves againft the numerous fwarms of guats, gad-flies, and horfe-fles? 
‘Fhey put the horfes one before the other in their carts, which has probably occa- 
fioned the docking of their tails, as the horfes would«hurt the eyes of thofe belund 
them, by moving their tails backwards and forwards. The governor-generai, and a 
few of the chief people in,town, have coaches, the reft make ule of opea horte-chairs. 

tt 
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{tis a general complaint, that the country people begin to keep too many horfes, by 
which means tle cows are kept fhort of food in winter. + 3 

The cows have likewife been imported from France, and are of the fize of our 
common Swedifh cows. Every body agreed that the cattle, which were born-of the 
original French breed, never grow up to the fame fize. This they afcribe to the cold 
winters, during which they are obliged to put their cattle into ftables, and give them 
but little food. -Almoft all the cows have horns, a few, however, I have feen without 
them. A cow without horns would be reckoned an unheard of curiofity in Penfylvania. 
The beef and veal at Quebec is reckoned fatter and more palatable than at Montreal, 
Some look upon the falty paftures below Quebec as the caule of this difference. In 
Canada the oxen draw with the horns, but in the Englith colonies they draw with their 
withers, as horfes do, The cows vary in colour; however, moft of them are either red 
or black. 

Every countryman commonly keeps a few fheep, which fupply him with as much 
wool as he wants to clothe himfelf with. The better fort of clothes are brought from 
France. The fheep degenerate here, after they are brought from France, and 
their progeny ftill more fo. The want of food in winter is faid to caufe this 
degeneration. 

have not feen any goats in Canada;~aid I have been affured that there are none. 
I have feen but very few in the Englifh colonies, and only in their towns, where they 
are kept on account of fome fick people, who drink the milk by the advice of their 
phyficians. 

The harrows are triangular ;. two of the fides are fix feet, and the third four feet 
long. The teeth, and every other part of the harrows are of wood. The teeth are 
about five inches long, and about as much diftant from each other. ; 

The profpeé of the country about a quarter of a mile Swedifh, north of Quebec, on: 
the weit fide of the river St. Lawrence, is very fine. The country is very fteep towards 
the river, and grows higher as you go farther from the water. In many places it is 
naturally divided into terraces. From the heights, one can look a great way : Quebec 
appears very plain to the fouth, and the river St. Lawrence to the eaft, on which were 
veffels failing up and down. ‘To the weft are the high mountains, which the hills of 
the river end with. All the country is laid out for corn-fields, meadows, and pattures; 
moft of the fields were fown with wheat, many with white oats, and fome with peafe. 
Several fine houfes and farms are interfperfed all over the country, and none are ever 
together. ‘he dwelling houfe is commonly built of black lime-flates, and generally 
white-wafhed on the outfide. Many rivulets and brooks roll down the high grounds, 
above which the great mountains lie ,and which confift entirely of the black lime-flates, 
that fhiver in pieces in the open air. On the lime-flates lies a mould of two or three 
feet in depth. The foil in the corn-fields is always mixed with little pieces of the lime- 
flate. All the rivulets cut their beds deep into the ground; fo that their fhores are 
commonly of lime-flate. A dark grey lime-ftone is fometimes found among the ftrata, 
which, when broke, fmells like ftink-itone. 

They were now building feveral thips below Quebec, for the king’s account. How- 
ever, before my departure, an order arrived from France, prohibiting the further 
building of fhips of war, except thofe which were already on the ftocks ; becaufe they 
had found, that the fhips built of American oak do not lait fo long as thofe of European 
oak. Near Quebec is found very little oak, and what grows there is not fit for ufe, 
being very fmall; therefore they are obliged to fetch their oak timber from thofe pazts 
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the quality of lafting longer, and withftanding putrefadtion better, the farther north 
they grow, and vice verfe. The timber from the confines of New England is brought 
in floats or rafts on the rivers near thofe parts, and near the lake St. Pierre, which fall 
into the great river St. Lawrence. Some oak is likewife brought from the country 
between Montreal and Fort St. Frederick, or Fort Champlain; but it is not reckoned 
fo good as the firft, and the place it comes from is further diftant. | 

Auguft 26th. They fhewed-a green earth, which had been brought to the general, 
Marquis de la Galiflonniere, from the upper parts of Canada. It was a clay, 
which cohered very faft together, and was of a green colour throughout, like 
verdigreafe *. 

» All the brooks in Canada contain crawfifh, of the fame kind with ours. The French 
are fond of eating them, and fay they are vaftly decreafed in number fince they have 
begun to catch them. 

The common people in the country feem to be very poor. They have the neceflaries 
of life, and but little elfe. They are content with meals of dry bread and water, 
bringing all other proviftons, fuch as butter, cheefe, flefh, poultry, eggs, &c. to town, 
in order to get money for them, for which they buy clothes and brandy for themfelves, 
and dreffes for their women. Notwithftanding their poverty, they are always cheerful, 
and in high fpirits. ; 

Auguft 29th. By the defire of the governor-general, Marquis de la Jonquiere, and 
of Marquis de Ja Galiffonniere, I fet out with fome French gentlemen to vifit the 
pretended filver-mine, or the lead-mine, near the bay St. Paul. I was glad to under- 
take this journey, as it gave me an opportunity of feeing a much greater part of the 
eountry than I fhould otherwife have done. This morning therefore we fet out on our 
tour ina boat, and went down the river St. Lawrence. 

The profpeét near Quebec is very lively from the river. The town lies very high, 
and all the churches and other buildings appear very confpicuous. The fhips in the 
river below ornament the landfcape on that fide. The powder magazine, which ftands. 
at the fummit of the mountain on which the town is built, towers above all the other 
buildings. 

The country we paffed by afforded ano lefs charming fight. The river St. Lawrence 
flows nearly from fouth to north here; on both fides of it are cultivated fields, but 
more on the weft fide than on the eaft fide. The hills on both fhores are fteep and 
high. A number of fine hills feparated from each other large fields, which looked 
quite white from the corn with which they are covered, and excellent woods of deci- 
duous trees, made the country round us look very pleafant. Now and then we faw 
a church of ftone, and in feveral places brooks fell from the hills into the river. 
Where the brooks are confiderable, there they have made faw-mills and water- 
mills. 

After rowing for the fpace of a French mile and a half, we came to the ifle of 
Orleans, which is a large ifland, near feven French miles and a half long, and almoft 
two of thofe miles broad, in the wideft part. It les in the middle of the river St. Law- 
rence, is very high, has fteep and very woody fhores. There are fome places without 
trees, which have farm houfes below, quite clofe to the fhore. ‘The ifle itfelf is: 
well cultivated, and nothing but fine houfes of ftone, large corn-fields, meadows, 
pattures, woods of deciduous trees, and fome churches built of ftone, are to be feen 
on it. 
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‘We went into that branch of the river which flows on the weft fide of ‘the ifle of 
Orleans, it being the fhorteft. It is reckoned about a quarter of a French mile broad, 
but fhips cannot take this road, on account of the fand banks which lie here near the 
projeéting points of land, and on account of the fhallownefs of the water, the rocks 
and {tones at the bottom.. The fhores on both fides {Jill kept the fame appearance as- 
before. On the weft fide, or on the continent, the hills near the river confilt 

-_ throughout of black lime-flate, and the houfes of the peafants are made of this kind of 
ftone, white-wafhed on the outfide. Some few houfes are of different kinds of ftone. 
The row of ten mountains, which is on the weft fide of the river, and runs nearly 
from fouth to north, gradually comes nearer to the river : for at Quebec they are near 

- two French miles diftant from the fhore ; but nine French miles lower down the river 
they are almoft clofe to thefhore. ‘Thefe mountains are generally covered with woods, 
but in fome places the woods have been deftroyed by accidental fires. About eight 
French miles and a half from Quebec, on the weit fide of the river, is a church called 
St. Anne, clofe to the fhore. This church is remarkable, becaufe the fhips from 
France and other parts, as foon as they are got fo far up the river St. Lawrence, as to 
get fight of it, give a general difcharge of their artillery, as a fign of joy, that they have 
paffed all danger in the river, and have efcaped all the fands in it. 

The water had a pale red colour, and was very dirty in thofe paris of "the 
river which we faw to-day, though it was every where computed above fix fathoms 
deep. Somewhat below St. Anne, on the weft fide of the river St. Lawrence, 
another river, called le Grande Riviere, or the Great River, falls in it. Its water 
flows with fuch violence, as to make its way almoft into the middle of the branch 

_of the river St, Lawrence, which runs between the gontinent and the ifle of 
Orleans. 

About two o’clock in the afternoon the tide began to flow up the river, and the wind 
being likewife againft us, we could not proceed any farther, till the tide began to ebb. 
‘We therefore took up our night’s lodging in a great farm belonging to the priefts in 
Quebec, near which is a fine church called St. Joachim, after a voyage of about 
eight French miles. We were exceeding well received here. The king has given 
all the country round about this place to the feminary, or the priefts at Quebec, who 
have leafed it to farmers who have built houfes on it. Here are two priefts, and a 
fumber of young boys, whom they inftruét in reading, writing, and Latin. Mott of ° 
thefe boys are defigned for priefts: dire&tly oppofite to this farm, to the eaftward, is 
the north-eaft point, or the extremity of the ifle of Orleans. : 

All the gardens in Canada abound with red currant fhrubs, which were at firft brought 
over from Europe. They grow exceffively well here, and the fhrubs or buthes are quite 
red, being covered all over with berries. * 

The wild vines * grow pretty plentifully inthe woods. In all other parts of Canada 
they plant them in the gardens, near arbours and fummer houfes. ‘The fummer-houfes 
are made entirely of laihs, over which the vines climb with their tendrils, and cover 
them entirely with their foliage, fo as to fhelter them entirely from the heat of the fun. 
They are very refrefhing and cool in fummer. 

The ftrong contrary winds obliged: us to lie all night at St. Joachim, 

Auguft 30th. This morning we continued our journey in fpite of the wind, which - 
was very violent againft us. ‘he water in the river begins to get a brackifh tafte. 
when the tide is higheft, fomewhat below St. Joachim ; and the farther one goes down, 
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‘the more the faline tafte encreafes. At firlt the: weftern, thore of the river. hay, dine, 
but low-corn-fields, but foon after the high mountains-rua.clofe. tof the river fide. 
Before they come to the river, the hilly fhores confift of black lime-flate; but as foon 
as the high mountains appear on the river fide, the lime-flates difappear. For the ftone, 
of whiclt the high mountains confift, is a chalky rock-ftone, mixed with. glimmer and 
quartz *. The glimmer is black, the quartz partly violet, and partly.grey. All the: 
four conftituent parts are fo well mixed together, as not to be eafily feparated by an 
inftrument, though plainly diftinguifhable with the eye. Duging our journey to-day, 
the breadth of the river was generally three French miles. ‘They fhewed me the turn- 
ings the fhips are obliged to fail in, which feem to be very troublefome, as they are obli- 

ed to bear away for either fhore as occafion requires, or as the rocks and fands in the 
river oblige them to do. 

For the diftance of five French miles we had a very dangerous paflage to go through ; 
‘for the whole weftern fhore, along which we rowed, confifts of very high and fteep 
mountains, where we could not have found a fingle plate to land with fafety, during 
the fpace of five miles, in cafe a high wind had arifen. There are indeed two or three 
openings, or holes, in the mountains, into which one could have drawn the boat, in 
the greateft danger. But they are fo narrow, that in cafe the boat could not find 
them in the hurry, it would inevitably be dathed againft the rocks, Thefe high moun- 
‘tains are either quite bare, or cevered with fome fmall firs ftanding far afunder. In 
fome places there are great clefts going down the mountains, in which trees grow very 
clofe together, and are taller than on the other parts of the mountain; fo that thofe 
places look like quick hedges, planted on the folid rock. Soon after we paffed a {mall 
church, and fome farms round it, ‘The place is called Petite Riviere, and they fay its 
inhabitants are very poor, which feems very probable. ‘hey have no more land to 
cultivate than what lies between the mountains and the river, which in the wideft part 
is not above three mufket-fhot, and in moft parts but one broad. About feventeen 
French miles from Quebec the water is fo falty in the river that no one can drink it, 
our rowers therefore provided themfelves with a kettle full of frefh water this morn- 
ing. About five o’clock in the evening we arrived at bay St. Paul, and took our 
lodgings with the priefts, who have a fine large houfe here, and entertained us very 
hofpitably. 

Bay St. Paul isa {mall parifh,about eighteen French miles below Qacbec, lying at fome’ 
diftance from the fhore of a bay formed by the river, on a low plain. It is furrounded 
by high mountains on every fide, one large gap excepted, which is over againft the 
All the farms are at fome diftance from each other. The church is rec- 
‘koned one of the moft ancient in Canada; which feems to be confirmed by its bad 
architecture, and want of ornaments ; for the walls are formed of pieces of timber, 
ereéted at about two feet diftance from each other, fupporting the roof. Between thefe 
pieces of timber, they have made the walls of the church of time-flate ; the roof is flat ; 
the church has no fteeple, but a bell fixed above the roof, in the open air. Almoft 
all the country in this neighbourhood belongs to the priefts, who have leafed it to the 
farmers. The inhabitants live chiefly upon agriculture, and making of tar, which laft ~ 
is fold at Quebec. ; 

‘This country being low, and fituated upon a bay of the river, it may be conj>Ctured, 
that this flat ground was formerly part of the bettom of the river, and formed itfelf 
either by adecreafe of water in the river, or by an encreafe of earth, which was carried 


river 
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upon it from the continent by the brooks, or thrown on it by ftorms. A great part of 
the plants whicn are to be met with here are likewife marine; fuch as glafs-wort, fea 
milk-wort, and fea-fide peafe*. But when I have afked the inhabitants, whether they 
find fhells in the ground by digging for wells, they always anfwered in the negative. 
I received the fame anfwer from thofe who live in the low fields dire€tly north of Que- 
bec, and all agreed, that they never found any thing by digging, but different kinds of 
earth and fand. 

It is remarkable, that there is generally a different wind in the bay from that in the 
river, which arifes from the high mountains, covered with tall woods, with which it is 
furrounded on every fide but one. Fer example, when the wind comes from the 
river, it ftrikes againft one of the mountains at the entrance of the bay, it is reflected, 
and confequently takes a direction quite different from what it had belore. 

I found fand of three kinds upon the fhore ; one is a clear coarfe fand, confifting of 

- angulated grains of quartz, and is very common on the fhore ; the other isa fine black 
fand, which I have likewife found in abundance on the fhores of Lake Champlain ¢, and 
which is common all over Canada. Almoft every grain of itis attracted by the magnet. 
Befides this, there is a garnet-coloured fand }, which is likewife very fine. "This may 
owe its origin to the garnet-coloured grains of fands which are to be found in all the 
{tones and mountains here near the fhore. The fand may have arifen from the 
crumbled pieces of fome ftones, or the ftones may have been compofed of it. I have 
found both this and the black fand on the fhores, in feveral parts of this journey ; buf 
the black fand was always the moft plentiful. 

Auguft 31ft. All the high hills in the neighbourhood fent up a fmoke this morn- 
ing, as from a charcoal-kiln. 

Gnats are innumerable here; and as foon as one looks out of doors, they imme- 
diately attack him ; and they are ftill wosfe in the woods. “They are exactly the fame 
gnats as our common Swedith ones, being only fomewhat lefs than the North American 
gnats all are. Near Fort St. Jean, I have likewife feen gnats which were the fame 
with ours, but they were fomewhat bigger, almott of the fize of our crane-flies §. 
Thofe which are here beyond meafure blood-thirfty. However, I comforted myfelf, 
becaufe the time of their difappearance was near at hand. 

‘This afternoon we went {till lower down the river St. Lawrence, to a place, where, 
we were told, there were filver or lead mines, Somewhat below bay St. Paul, we 
paffed a neck of land, which confifts entirely of a grey, pretty compat lime-ftone, lying 
in dipping, and almoft perpendicular ftrata. It feems to be merely a variety of the 
black lime-flates. The {trata dip to the fouth-eaft, and baffet out to the north-weit, 
The thicknefs of each is from ten to fifteen inches. When the ftone is broken, it has 
a ftrong finell, like ftink-ftone. We kept, as before, to the weftern fhore of the river, 
which confifts of nothing but fleep mountains and rocks. The river is not above three 
French miles broad here. Now and then we could fee flripes in the rock, of a fine 
white, loofe, femiopaque fpar. In fome places of the river are pieces of rock as big as 
houfes, which had rolled-from the mountains in fpring. The places they formerly 
occupied are plainly to be feen. : 

By way of amufement, I wrote down a few Algonkin words, which I learnt from a 
Jefuit who has been a long time among the Algonkins. They call water, mukuman 3 
the head, uftigon; the heart, uta; the body, veetras; the foot, ukhita; a little boat, 


* Salicornia, Glaux, Pifum maritimum, + Scea former paflage. 
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uth; a fhip, nabikoan ; fire, fkute ; hay, mafkoefee ; the hare, whabus; (they have a 
verb, which expreffes the aétion of hunting hares, derived from the nou.) the marten, 
whabiftanis ; the elk, moofu * (but fo that the final u is hardly pronounced); the rein- 
deer, atticku; the moufe, mawitulfis. The Jefuit who told me thofe particulars, like- 

..wife informed me, that he had great reafon to believe, that, if any Indians here owed 
their origin to Tataria, he thought the Algonkins certainly did; for their language is 
univerfally fpoken in that part of North America which lies far to the weft of Canada, 
towards Afia. It is faid to be a very copious language; as for example, the verb to 
go upon the ice, is entirely different in the Algonkin from to go upon dry land, to go 
upon the mountains, &c. ¢ 

Late at night we arrived at Terre d’Eboulement, which is twenty-two French miles 
from Quebec, and the laft cultivated place on the weftern fhore of the river St. Law- 
rence. The country lower down is faid to be fo mountainous that no body can live 
in it, there not being a fingle fpot of ground which could be tilled. A little church, 
belonging to this place, ftands on the fhore, near the water. 

No walnut-trees grow near this village, nor are there any kinds of them further north 
of this place, At bay St..Paul there are two or three walnut-trees of that fpecies 
which the Englith call batter-nut-trees; but they are looked upon as great rarities, 
and there are no others in the neighbourhood. 

Oaks of all kinds will not grow near this place, nor lower down, or further north, 

Wheat is the kind of corn which is fown in the greateft quantities here. The foil 
is pretty fertile, and they have fometimes got twenty-four or twenty-fix bufhels from 
one, though the harveft is generally tep or twelve fold. The bread here is whiter than 
any where elfe in Canada. 

‘They fow plenty of oats, and it fucceeds better than the wheat. 

They fow likewife a great quantity of peas, which yield a greater encreafe than any 
corn; and there are examples of its producing an hundred fold. 

Here are but few birds; and thofe that pafs the fummer here migrate in autumn; 
fo that there are no other birds than fnow-birds, red partridges, and ravens, in winter, 
Even crows do not venture to expofe themfelves to the rigours of winter, but take 
flight in autumn. 

‘The bull-frogs live in the pools of this neighbourhood. Fire-flies are likewife to be 
found here. 

Inftead of candles, they make ufe of lamps in country places, in which they burn 
train-oil of porpeffes, which is the common oil here. Where they have none of it, 
they fupply its place with train-oil of feals. 

Sept. ft. ‘There was a woman with child in this village, who was now in the fifty- 
ninth year of her age. She had not had the catamenia during eighteen years. 
In the year 1748, fhe got the fmall-pox, and now fhe was very big. She faid the was 
very well, and could feel the motions of the foetus. She looked very well, and had her 
hufband alive. This being an uncommon cafe, fhe was brought to the royal phyfician, 
M. Gaulthier, who accompanied us on this journey. : 


* The famous moofe-deer is accordingly nothing but an clk; for no one can deny the derivation of 
moofe-deer form moofu. Confidering efpecially, that before the Ivoquefe or Five Nations grew to that 
power, which they at prefent have all over North America, the Algonkins were then the leading nation 
among the Indians, and their language was of courfe then a moti uuiverfal language over the greater” 
part of North America; and though they have been very nearly defiroyed by the loquefe, their language 
a3 flilbmore univerfal in Canada than any of the reft. F, 


668 KALM’s TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 


At half an Hour after feven this morning we went down the river, The country 
near Terre d’Isboulement is high, and confifts of hills of a loofe mould, which lie in: 
three or four rows above each other, and are all well cultivated, and moftly turned into 
corn-fields ; though there are likewife meadows and paftures. 

The great earthquake which happened in Canada, in February'1663, and which is 
mentioned by Charlevoix *, has done confiderable damage to this place. Many hills 
tumbled down ; and a great part of the corn-fields on the loweft hills were deftroyed. 
‘They fhewed me feveral little iflands, which arofe in the river on this occafion. 

There are pieces of black lime-flate feattered on thofe hills, which confift of mould. 
For the {pace of eight French miles along the fide of the river there is not a piece of 
lime-flate to be feen ; but inftead of it, there are high grey mountains, confifting of a 
rock-ftone, which contains a purple and a chryftaline quartz, mixed with lime-{tone,. 
and black glimmer. The rocts of thefe mountains go into the water. We now 
begin to fee the lime-flates again. = 

Here are a number of terns t, which fly about, and make a noife along the fhore. 

The river is her computed at about four French miles broad. 

On the fides of the river, about two French miles inland, there are fuch terraces of 
earth as at Terra d’Eboulement; but foon after they are fucceeded by high difagreeable 
mountains. 

Several brooks fall into the river here, over the fteep fhores, with a great noife,. 
The fhores are fometimes feveral yards high, and confifts either of earth, or of rock- 
Stone. 

One of thefe brooks, which flows over a hill of lime-ftone, contains a mineral water. 
It has a ftrong fell of fulphur, is very clear, and does not change its colour when 
mixed with gall-apples. If it is poured into a filver cup, it looks as if the cup was 
gilt; and the water leaves a fediment of a crimfon colour at the bottom. The {tones 
and pieces of wood, which lie in the water, are covered with a flime, which is a pale 
grey at the top, and black at the bottom of the ftone. This flime has not much pun- 
gency, but taftes like oil of tobacco.. My hands had a fulphureous fmell all day, becaufe 
Thad handled fome of the flimy ftones. : 

The black lime-flate now abounds again, near the level of the water. It lies in ftrata, 
which are placed almoft perpendicularly near each other, inclining a little towards 
W.S. W. Each ftratum is between ten and fifteen inches thick. Mott of them are 
fhivered into thin leaves at the top, towards the day ; but in the infide, whither neither 
fun, nor air and water can penetrate, they are clofe and compact. Some of thefe ftones 
are not quite black, but have a greyifh caft. : 

About noon we arrived at Cape aux Oyes, or Geefe Cape, which has probably got 
its name from the number of wild geefe which the French found near it, on their firft 
arrival in Canada. At prefent we faw neither geefe, nor any kind of birds here, a 
fingle raven excepted. Here we were to examine the renowned metallic veins in the 
mountain ; but found nothing more than fmall veins of a fine white fpar, containing a 
‘few fpecks of lead ore. Cap aux Oyes is computed twenty-two, or twenty-five French. 
miles diflant from Quebec. I was mot pleafed by finding, that moft of the plants are 
the fame as grow in Sweden ; a proof of which I fhall produce in the fequel. . 

‘The fand-reed {| grows in abundance in the fand, and prevents its being blown. 

-about by the wind. 


* See his Hiftoire de la Nouvelle France, tom. ji. p.m. 125. + Sterna hirundo, Linn. 
t Arundo arenaria, Lina. 
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The fea:lime grafs * likewife abounds on the fhores. Both it and the preceding plane 
are called feigle de mer + by the French. I have been affured that thefe plants. grow 
in great plenty in Newfoundland, and on other North American fhores ; the places 
covered with them looking, at a diftance, like corn-fields; which might explain the 
paflage in oar northern accounts, of the excellent wine-land t , which mentions, that 
they had found whole fields of wheat growing wild. 

The fea-fide plantain § is very frequent on the fhore. The French boil its leaves 
in a broth on their fea-voyages, or eat them as a fallad. It may likewife be pickled like 
famphire. 

The bear-berries || grow in great abundance here. The Indians, French, Englith,. 
and Dutch, in thofe parts of North America, which I have feen, call them Sagackhomi, 
and mix the leaves with tobacco for their ufe. 

Gale, or fweet willow  , is likewife abundant here. The French call it laurier, and 
fome poivrier. ‘They put the leaves into their broth, to give it a pleafant tafte. 

The fea-rocket ** is, likewife, not uncommon. Its root is pounded, mixed with. 
flour, and eaten here, when there is a f{carcity of bread. 

The forb-tree, or mountain-afh, the cranberry-bufh, the juniper-tree, the fea-fide 
peafe, the Linnza, and many other Swedifh plants, are likewife to be met with 
here. 

We returned to bay St. Paul to-day. A grey feal fwam behind the boat'for fome time, 
but was not near enough to be fhot at. 

Sept. 2d. This morning we went to fee the filver or lead veins. They lie a little 
on the fouth-fide of the mills, belonging to the priefts, The mountain in which the 
veins lie has the fame conftituent parts as the other high grey rocks in this place, viz.. 
a rock-ftone compofed of a whitifh or pale grey lime-ftone, a purple or almoft garnet- 
coloured quartz, and a black glimmer. The lime-ftone is in greater quantities here 
than the other parts; and is fo fine as to be hardly vifible. It effervefces very ftrongly 
with aqua fortis. The purple or garnet-coloured quartz is next in quantity ; lies fcat- 
tered in exceeding fmall grains, and ftrikes fire when ftruek with a fteel. The little 
black particles of glimmer follow next; and laft of all, the tranfparent cryftalline 
fpeckles of quartz. There are fome fmall grains of {par in the lime-ftoné. All the 
different kinds of ftone are very well mixed together, except that the glimmer now and 
then forms little veins and lines. The ftone is very hard; but when expofed to fun- 
fhine and the open air, it changes fo much as to look quite rotten,.and becomes friable; 
and in that cafe, its conftituent particles grow quite undiftinguifhable. The mountain 
is quite full of perpendicular clifts, in which the veins of lead-ore run from E. S. E. 
to W. N. W. It feems the mountain had formerly got cracks here, which were 
afterwards filled up with a kind of ftone, in which the lead-ore was generated. That- 
ftone which contains the lead-ore is a foft, white, often femidiaphanous fpar, which 
works very eafily. In it there are fometiines ftripes of a fnowy white lime-ftone, and. 
almoft always veins of a green kind of ftone like quartz. This fpar has many. cracks, 
and divides into fuch pieces as quartz; but is much fofter, never {trikes fire with fteel,. 


#® Elymusarenarius, Linn. + Searye. 

+ Vinland det goda, or the good wine-land, is the name which the old Scandinavian navigators gave to 
America, which they difcovered long before Columbus. See Torfei Hiftoria Vinlandia antique {" partis 
‘Americ feptentrionolis, Hafnie 1715, 4to. and Mr. George Welftmann’s, A. M. Differtation on that - 
fubje&. Abo. 1747+ . ‘ 

§ Plantago maritima, Linn. | Arbutus uva urfi, Linn. 

@ Myrica gale, Linn. ** Bunias cakile, Linn. 

does 
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-does not elfervefce with acids, and is not fmooth to the touch. It feems. to be a {pecies 
of Mr. Profeffor Wallerius’s vitrefcent fpar*.. There are fometimes fmall pieces of a 
greyith quartz in this fpar, which emit ftrong Sparks of fire, when ftruck with a fteel. 
In thefe kinds of {tone the lead-ore is lodged. It commonly lies in little lumps of the 
fize of peas ; but fometimes in {pecks of an inch {quare, or bigger. The ore is very 
clear, and lies in little cubes f. It is generally very poor, a few places excepted. The 
veins of foft fpar, and other kinds of ftone, are very narrow, and commonly from ten 
to fifteen inches broad. Ina few places they are twenty inches bread; and in one 
fingle place twenty-two and a half. The brook which interfe@s the mountain towards 
the mills, runs down fo deep into the mountain, that the diftance from the fummit of 
the hill, to the bottom of the brook, is near twelve yards. Here I examined the veins, 
and found that they always keep the fame breadth, not encreafing near the bottom of 
the brook; and likewife, that they are no richer below, than at the top. From hence it 
may be eafily concluded, that it is not worth while finking mines here. Of thefe veins 
there are three or four in this neighbourhood, at fome diftance from each other, but all 
of the fame quality. The veins are almoft perpendicular, fometimes deviating a little. 
When pieces of the green {tone before-mentioned lie in the Water, a great deal of the 
adherent white {par and lime-ftone is confumed ; but the green {tone remains untouched, 
That part of the veins which is turned towards the’air is always very rough, becaufe the 
fun, air, and rain, have mouldered a great part of the fpar and lime-ftone ; but the green 
{tone has refitted their attacks. They fometimes find deep holes in thefe veins, filled 
with mountain cryftals. The greateft quantity of lead or filver ore is to be found next 
to the rock, or even on the fides of vein, There are now and then little grains of pyrites 
in the fpar, which have a fine gold colour. The green ftone when pounded, and put 
on a red-hot fhovel, burns with ablue fame. Some fay, they can then obferve a ful. 
phureous fmell, which I could never perceive, though my fenfe of fnelling is very 
perfect. When this green {tone is grown quite red-hot, it loofes its green colour, and 
acquires a whitifh one, but will not effervefce with aqua fortis. : 

The fulphureous {prings(if I may fo call them) are at the foot of the mountain, 
which contains the filver, or lead ore. Several fprings join hére, and form a little 
brook. The water in thofe brooks is covered with a white membrane, and leaves a 
white, mealy matter on the trees, and other bodies in its way; this matter has a {trong 
fulphureous fmell. ‘Trees covered with this mealy matter, when dried and fet on fire, 
burn with a blue flame, and emit a {mell of fulphur. ‘The water does not change by 
being mixed with gall-appies, nor does it change blue paper into a different colour, 
which is put into it. It makes no good lather with foap. Silver is tarnithed, and turns 
black, if kept in this water for a little while. The blade of a knife was turned quite 
black, after it had Jain about three hours in it. It hasa difagreeable fmell, which, they 
fay, it fpreads {till more in rainy weather. A number of grafshoppers were fallen into 
it at prefent. The inhabitants ufed this water, as a remedy againit the itch. 

In the afternoon we fent to fee another vein, which had been fpoken of as filver-ore. 
dt lies about a quarter of a mile to the north-eaft_of bay St. Paul, near a point of land 
called Cap au Corbeau, clofe to the fhore of the river St. Lawrence. The mountain in 
which thefe veins lie, confift of a pale red vitrefcent fpar, a black glimmer, a pale lime- 
ftone, purple or garnet-coloured grains of quartz, and fome tranfparent quartz. Some- 
times the reddifh vitrefcent {par is the moft abundant, and lies in long f{tripes of {mall 
hard grains. Sometimes the fine black glimmer abounds more than the remaining 


* See Wallerius’s Mineralogy, Germ. ed. p. Sy. Fortt. Introd. to Mineralogy, p. 13. 
4+ Ic isa cubic lead-ore, or lead-glance. Fortter’s Introd. to Mineralogy. p. 1. 
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conftituent. parts; and thefe two laft kinds of ftone generally run in alternate ftripes.. 
The white lime-ftone which confifts of almoft invifible particles, is mixed in among 
them. The garnet-coloured quartz grains appear here and there, and fometimes form 
whole ftripes. They are as big as pin’s heads, round, fhining, and ftrike fire with 
fteel. All thefe flones are very hard, and the mountains near the fea confift entirely 
of them. They fometimes lie in almoft perpendicular ftrata, of ten or fifteen inches 
thicknefs. The ftrata, however, point with their upper ends to the north-weft, and go 
’ upwards from the river, as if the water, which is clofe to the fouth-eaft fide of the 
mountains, had forced the ftrata to lean on that fide. Thefe mountains contain very 
narrow veins of a white, and fometimes of a greenith, fine, femidiaphanous, foft fpar, 
which crumbles eafily into grains. In this fpar they very frequently find fpecks, which 
look like a calamine blind*. Now and then, and but very feldom, there is a grain of 
lead-ore. The mountains near the fhore confift fometimes of a black fine-grained 
horn-ftone, and a ferruginous lime-{tone. ‘The horn-ftene in that cafe is always in. 
three or four times as great a quantity as the lime-ftone. 

In this neighbourhood there is likewife a fulphureous fpring, having exaétly the fame 
qualities as that which I have before defcribed. The broad-leaved reed mace t+ grows 
in the very fpring, and fucceeds extremely well. A mountain-afh ftood near it, whofe 
berries were of a pale yellow fading colour, whereas on all other mountain-afhes they 
have a deep red colour. 

They make great quantities of tar at bay St.Paul. We now paffed near a place in 
which they burn tar, during fymmer. It is exaétly the fame with ours in Faft Bothnia, 
only fomewhat lefs; though I have been told, that there are fometimes very great 
manufactures of it here. The tar is made folely of the pin-rouge{, or red pine. All. 
other firs, of which here are feveral kinds, are not fit for this purpofe, becaufe they do. 
not give tar enough to repay the trouble the people areat. They make ufe of the roots 
alone, which are quite full of refin, and which they dig out of the ground; and of 
about two yards of the ftem, juft above the root, laying afide all the reft. They have 
not yet learnt the art of drawing the refin to one fide of the tree, by peeling off the 
bark ; at leaft they never take this method. The tar-barrels are about half the fize of 
ours. A ton holds forty-fix pots, and fells at prefent for twenty-five francs’ at Quebec. 
The taris reckoned pretty good. * , 

The fand on the fhore of the river St. Lawrence confifts in fome places of a kind. of 
pearlfand. The grains are of quartz, fmall and femidiaphanous. In fome places, it 
confifts of little particles of glimmer; and there are likewife fpots, covered with the- 
garnet-coloured fand, which I have oe and which abounds in Canada. 

Sept. 4th. The mountains hereabouts wére covered with a very thick fog to-day,, 
refembling the fmoak of a-charcoal-kiln. Many of thefe mountains are very high. 
During my ftay in Canada, I afked many people, who have travelled much in North. 
America, whether they ever met with mountains fo Digh, that the fnow never melts 
on them in winter; to which they always anfwered in the negative. They fay that the . 
fnow fometimes ftays on the higheft, viz. on fome of thofe between Canada and the’ 
Englith colonies, during a great part of the fummer ; but that it melts as foon as the- 
great heat begins. 


* Forfter’s Introd. to Mineralogy. p. so. Zincum flerilum, Linn. Syf, Nat. til. p. 126. ed. xii: 
+ Typha latifolia, Linn. 
+ Pinus foliis geminis longis; ramis triplici fafciculo folioram terminatis, conis ovatis levibus.. Flor, 
Canad, : 
7 ee 
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Every countryman fows as much flax as he wants for his own ufe. They had already 
‘taken it up Tome time ago, and fpread it on the fields, meadows, and paftures, in 
-order to bleach it. It was very fhort this year in Canada. 


They find iron-ore in feveral places hereabouts. Almoft a Swedifh mile from bay. 


St. Paul, up in the-country, there is a whole mourttain full of iron-ore. ~The country 
round it is covered with a thick foreft, and has many rivulets of different fizes, which 


feem to make the erection of iron-works very eafy here. But the government having , 


as yet fuffered very much by the iron-works at Trois Rivieres, nobody ventures to 
propofe any thing further in that way. - 

Sept. sth. Early this morning we fet out on our return to Quebec. We continued 
our journey at noon, notwithftanding the heavy rain and thunder incommoded us, 
At that time we were juft at Petite Riviere, and the tide beginning to ebb, it was im- 
poflible for us to come up againft it; therefore we lay by here, and went on thore. 

Petite Riviere is a little village on the weftern fide of the river St. Lawrence, and 
lies on a little rivulet, from whence it takes its name. ‘The houfes are built of ftone, 
and are difperfed over the country. Here is likewife a fine little church of ftone. To 
the weft of the village are {ome very high mountains, which caufe the fun to fet three 
or four hours fooner here than ordinary, The river St. Lawrence annually cuts off a 
piece of land, on the eaft fide of the village, fo that the inhabitants fear they will in a 
fhort time lofe all the land they poflefs here, which at moft is but a mufket fhot broad. 
All the houfes here are very full of children. 

The lime-flates on the hills are of two kinds. One is a black one, which I have 
-often mentioned, and on which the town of Quebec is built. The other is generally 
black, and fometimes dark grey, and feems to be a fpecies of the former. It is called 
pierre a chaux here. It is chiefly diftinguifhed from the former, by being cut very 
eafily, giving a very white lime when burnt, and not eafily mouldering into fhivers 
in the air. ‘The walls of the houfes here are entirely made of this flate ; and likewife 
the chimnies, thofe places excepted which are expofed to the greateit fire, where they 
place pieces of grey rock-ftone, mixed with a deal of glimmer. ‘The mountains near 
Petite Riviere confift merely of a grey rock-ftone, which is entirely the fame with that 
which I defcribed near the lead-mines of bay St. Paul. The foot of thefe mountains 
confifts of one of the lime-flate kinds. A great part of the Canada mountains of grey 
rock-ftone ftand on a kind of flate, in the fame manner as the grey rocks of Welt 
‘Gothland in Sweden. 

Sept. 6th. They catch eels and porpeffes here, at a certain feafon of the year, viz. 
at the end of September, and during thegvhole month of O&ober. The eels come up 
the river at that time, and are caught in the manner I have before defcribed. They 
are followed by the porpeffes, which feed upon them. The greater the quantity of 
eels is, the greater is likewife the number of porpefles, which are caught in the follow- 
ing manner : when the tide ebbs in the river, the porpeffes commonly go down along 
the fides of the river, catching the eels which they find there. ‘The inhabitants of this 
place therefore ftick little twigs, or branches with leaves, into the river, in a curve 
line orarch, the ends of which look towards the fhore, but ftand at fome diftance from 
it, leaving a paflage there. The branches ftand about two feet diftant from each other, 
‘When the porpefles come amongft them, and perceive the ruftling the water makes 
with the leaves, they dare not venture to proceed, fearing left there fhould be a fnare, 
or trap, and endeavour to go back. Meanwhile the water has receded fo much, that 
in going back they light upon one of the ends of the arch, whofe moving leaves frighten 
them again. In this confufion they fwim backwards and forwards, till the water is 
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entirely ebbed off, and they lie on the bottom, where the inhabitants kill them. . They 
give a great quantity of train-oil. is 

Near the fhore, is a grey clay, full of ferruginous cracks, and pierced by worms. 
The holes are fmall, perpendicular, and big enough to admit a middling pin. Their 
fides are Jikewife ferruginous, and half-petrified ; and where the clay has been 
wathed away by the water, the reft looks like ochre-coloured ftumps of tobacco-pipe 
tubes. ‘ % 
‘At noon we left Petite Riviere, and continued our journey towards St. Joachim. 

Between Petite Riviere, which lies in alittle bay, and St. Joachim, the weftern fhore 
of the river St. Lawrence confifts of prominent mountains, between ‘which there are 
feveral {mall bays. They have found, by long experience, that there is always a wind 
on thefe mountains, even when it is calm at Petite Riviere. And when the wind is 
pretty high at the laft-mentioned place, it is not advifeable to go to Quebec in a boat, 
the wind and waves, in that cafe, being very high near thefe mountains. We had at 
prefent an opportunity of experiencing it. In the creeks between the mcuntains, the 
water was almoft quite fmooth; but on our coming near one of the points formed 
by the high mountains, the waves encreafed, and the wind was fo high, that two 
people were forced to take care of the helm, and the maft broke feveral times. 
The waves are likewife greatly encreafed by the ftrong current near thofe points or 


capes. 
Toke gth. A little before noon, we continued our voyage from St. Joachim. 


They employ tree-mufhrooms very frequently inftead of tinder. Thofe which are 
taken from the {ugar-maple are reckoned the beft; thofe of the red maple are next in 
goodnefs ; and next to them, thofe of the fugar-birch. For want of thefe, they like- 
wife make ufe of thofe which grow on the afp-tree or-tremble. 

There are no other ever-green trees in this part of Canada than the thuya, the yew, 
and fome of the fir kind. “ 

The thuya is eftecmed for refifting putrefagtion much longer than any other wood 5 
and next in goodnefs to it is the pine, called"peruffe here. 

They make cheefe in feveral places hereabouts. That of the ifle of Orleans is, 
however, reckoned the beft. This kind is fmall, thin, and round; and four of them 
weigh about a French pound. Twelve of them fell for thirty fols. .A pound of falt 
butter cofts ten fols at Quebec, and of frefh butter fifteen fols. Formerly, they could 
get a pound of butter for four fols here. ; 

The corn-fields towards the river are floping ; they are fuffered to lié fallow and to 
be fown alternately. The fown ones looked yellow at this diftance, and the fallow 
ones green. The weeds are left on the latter all fummer, for the cattle to feed upon. 

The ath wood furnifhes the beft hoops for tuns here; and for want of it, they take 
the thuya, little birch-trees, wild cherry-trees, and others. 

The hills near the river, on the weltern fide, oppofite the ifle of Orleans, are very 
high and pretty flecp. They confift, in moft part, of black lime-flate. There are 
likewife fome fpots which confift of a rock-ftone, which, at firft fight, looks like a 
fand-ftone, and is compofed of grey quartz, a reddifh lime-ftone, a little grey lime- ~ 
ftone, and fome pale grey grains of fand. ‘Thefe parts of the ftone are {mall and pretty 
equally mixed with each other. The {tone looks red, with a greyith caft, and is very 
hard. Ir lies in ftrata, one above another. ‘The thicknels of each ftratum is abou: 
five inches. Itis remarkable, that there are both elevated and hollow impreffions of 
pectinites on the furface, where one likewife meets with the petrified thells themfelves 5 
but on breaking the tone, it does not even contain the leaft veltige of an impreffion or 
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petrified fhell. —All the impreffions are fmall, about the length and breadth of an inch. 
The particulars of quartz in the ftone ftrike fire with fteel, and the particulars’of lime- 
ftone effervefce ftrongly with aquafortis. The upper and lower furfaces of the ftrata 
confift of lime-ftone, and the inner parts of quartz. They break great quantities of this 
ftone in order to build houfes of it, pave floors with it, and make ftair-cafes of it. 
Great quantities of it are fent to Quebec. It is remarkable, that there are petrifactions 
in this {tone, but never any in the black lime-flates. 

The women dye their woollen yarn yellow with feeds of gale*, which is called 
poivrier here, and grows abundant in wet places. 

This evening, M. Gaulthier and I went to fee the water-fall at Montmorenci. The 
country near the river is high and level, and laid out into meadows, Above them the 
high and fteep hills begin, which are covered with a cruft of mould, and turned into 
corn-fields. In fome very fteep places, and near the rivulets, the hills confit of mere 
black lime-flate, which is often crumbled into fmall pieces, like earth, All the fields 
below the hills are full of fuch pieces of lime-flate. In fome more elevated places, the 
earth confifts of a pale red colour; and the lime-flates are likewife reddith. 

The water-fall near Montmorenci-is one of the higheft I ever faw. It is in a river 
whofe breadth is not very confiderable, and falls over the fteep fide of a hill, confifting 
entirely of black lime-flate. .The fall is now at the bottom of a little creek of the river. 
Both fides of the creek confift merely of black lime-flate, which is very much cracked 
and tumbled down. The hill of lime-flate under the water-fall is quite perpendicular, 
and one cannot look at it without aftonifhment. The rain of the preceding days had 
encreafed the water in the.river, which gave the fall a grander appearance. The 
breadth of the fall is not above ten or twelve yards. Its perpendicular height 
Mr. Gaulthier and I gueffed to be between a hundred and ten, and a hundred and 
twenty feet; and on our return to Quebec, we found our guefs confirmed by feveral 
gentlemen, who had actually meafured the fall, and found it to be nearly as we had 
conjectured. The people who live in the neighbourhood exaggerate in their accounts 
of it, abfolutely declaring that it is three hundred feet high. “ Father Charlevoix tf is 

‘too fparing, in giving it only forty feet in height. At the bottom of the fall there is 
always a thick fog of vapours fpreading about the water, being refolved into them by 
‘its violent fall. ‘This fog occafions almoft perpetual rain here, which is more or lefs 
heavy, in proportion to its diftance from the fall. Myr. Gaulthier and myfelf, together 
with the man who thewed us the way, were willing to come nearer to the falling water, 
in order to examine more accurately how it came down from fuch a height, and how 
the ftone behind the water looked. But, being about twelve yards off the fall, a fud- 
den guft of wind blew a thick fog upon us, which, in lefs than a minute, had wet us 
as thoroughly as if we had walked for half an hour in a heavy fhower. We therefore 
hurried away as faft as we could. The noife of the fall is fometimes heard at Quebec, 
which is two French miles off to the fouthward ; and this is a fign of a north-eaft 
wind. At other times, it can be well heard in the villages, a good way lower to the 
north; and it is then reckoned an undoubted fign of a fouth-weft wind, or of rain. 
“The black lime-flate on the fides of the fal! lies in dipping, and almoft perpendicular 
ftrata. In thefe lime-flate {trata are the following kinds of ftone to be met with, 

Fibrous gypfum {. This lies in very thin leaves between the cracks of the lime-flate. 


® Myrica gale. Linn. + See his Hiftoire de Ja Nouv. France, tom.-v. p.m. 100, ; 
+ Gypfum amiantiforme, Waller. Min, Germ. ed. p.7q4. Fibrous or radiatedyapfum, Forft. Introd. 
to Mineralogy, p. 16. 
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Its colour is ‘a fnowy white. I have found it in feveral parts of Canada, in the fame 
black lime-ftone. z, 

Pierrea calumet. This is the French name of a ftone difpofed in ftrata between the 
lime-flate, and of which they make almoft all the tobacco-pipe heads in the country. 
The thicknefs of the ftrata is different. I have feen pieces near fifteen inches thick 5 
but they are commonly between four and five inches thick. When the ftone is long 
expofed to the open air or heat of the fun, it gets a yellow colour ; but in the infide it 
is grey. Itis a lime-ftone of fuch a compactnefs, that its particles are not diftinguifhable 
by the naked eye. It is pretty foft, and will bear cutting with a knife. From this 
quality, the people likewife judge of the goodnefs of the {tone for tobacco-pipe heads 5 
for the hard pieces of it are not fo fit for ufe as the fofter ones. I have feen fome of 
thefe ftones fhivering into thin leaves on the outfide, where they were expofed to the 
fun, All the tobacco-pipe heads, which the common people in Canada make ufe of, 
are made of this ftone, and are ornamented in different ways, A great part of the 
gentry likewife make ufe of them, efpecially when they are on a journey. The Indians 
have employed this ftone for the fame purpofes for feveral ages paft, and have taught 
it the Europeans. ‘The heads of the tobacco-pipes are naturally of a pale grey colour ; 
but they are blackened whilft they are quite new, to make them look better. They 
eover the head all over with greafe, and hold it over a burning candle, or any other 
fire, by which means it gets a good black colour, which is encreafed by frequent ufe. 
"Che tubes of the pipes are always made of wood *. 

‘There are no coals near this fall, or in the fteep hills clofe to it. However, the 
people in the neighbouring village fhewed me a piece of coal, which, they faid, they 
had found on one of the hills about the fall. 

We arrived at Quebec very late at night. 

Sept. 8. Intermitting fevers of all kinds are very rare at Quebec, as Mr. Gaulthier 
affirms. On the contrary, they are very common near Fort St. Frederick, and near 
Fort Detroit, which isa French colony, between Lake Erie and Lake Huron, in forty- 
three degrees north latitude. 

Some of the people of quality make ufe of ice-cellars, to keep beer coolin, during 
fammer, and to keep freth fleth, which would not keep long in the greatheat. Thefe 
ice-cellars are commonly built of ftone, under the houfe. The walls of it are covered 
with boards, becaufe the ice is more eafily confumed by ftones. In winter they fill it 
with fnow, which is beat down with the feet, and covered with water. ‘They then 
open the cellar holes and the door, to admit the cold.. Itis cuftomary in fummer to 

wut a piece of ice into the water or wine which is to be drank. 

‘All the falt which is made ufe of here is imported from France. They can make 
good falt here of the fea water ; but France keeping the falt trade entirely to itfelf, they 
do not go on with it here. 

The Efquimaux are a particular kind of American favages, who live only near the 
water, and never far in the country, on Terra Labrador, between the moft outward 
point of the mouth of the river St. Lawrence and Hudfon’s bay. I have never had an 


enportunity of feeing one of them. I have fpoken with many Frenchmen who have feen” 


* All over Poland, Ruflia, Turkey, and Tartary, they {moke out of pipes made ofa kind of ftone- 
marle, to which they fix long wooden tubes; for which latter purpofe, they commonly employ the young 
fhoots of the various kinds of fpivea, which have a kind of pith eafily to be thruft out. The ftone-marle 
ds called generally fea-feum, being pretty foft ; and by the Tartars, in Crimea, it is called kefickil. And 
‘as it cute fo eafly, various figures are curioufly carved in it, when it is worked into pipe heads, which 
ai ac eos! nested aeekh dileer, . Pe 
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them, and hagéfiiem on board their own veffels, I fhall here give a brief hiftory of 
them, accordifi:to their unanimous accounts. 

The Efquimaux are entirely different from the Indians of North America, in regard 
to their complexion and their language. They are almoft as white as Europeans, and 
have little’ eyes: the men have likewife beards. The Indians, on the contrary, are 
copper-coloured, and the men have no beards. The Efquimaux language is faid to 
contain fome European words *. Their houfes are either caverns or clefts in the 
mountains, or huts of turf above ground. They never fow or plant vegetables, living 
chiefly on various kinds of whales, on fealst, and walruffes {. Sometimes they like- 
wife catclt land animals, on which they feed. ‘They eat mott of their meat quite raw. 
Their drink is water ; and people have likewife feen them drinking the fea-water, which 
was like brine. 

Their thoes, ftockings, breeches, and jackets, are made of feal-fkins well prepared, 
and fewed together with nerves of whales, which may be twifted like threads, and 
are very tough. Their cloaths, the hairy fide of which is turned outwards, are fewed 
together fo well, that they can go up to their fhoulders in the water without wetting. 
their under cloaths. Under their upper cloaths, they wear fhirts and waiftcoats made 
of feals fkins, prepared fo well as to be quite foft.. I faw one of their women’s dreffes ; 
a cap, a waiftcoat, and coat, made all of one piece of feal’s fkin well prepared, foft to 
the touch, and the hair on the outfide. There isa long train behind at their coats,. 
which fearce reach them to the middle of the thigh before ; under it they wear breeches 
and boots, all of one piece. The fhirt I faw was: likewife made of a very foft 
feal’s thin. The Efquimaux women are faid to be handfomer than any of the 
American Indian women, and their hufbands are accordingly more jealous in pro. 

ortion, “4 
e I have likewife feen an Efquimaux boat. The outfide of it confifts entirely of kins, 
the hair of which has been taken off; and the fides of the fkins on which they were 
inferted are turned outwards, and feel as fmooth as vellum. The boat was near 
fourteen feet long, but very narrow, and very fharp-pointed at the extremities In the 
infide of the boat they place two or three thin boards, which give a kind of form to 
the boat. It is quite covered with fkins at the top, excepting, near one end, a hole big 
enough for a fingle perfon to fit and row in, and keep his thighs and legs under the 
deck. . The figure of the hole refembles a femi-circle, the bafe or diameter of which 
is turned towards the larger end of the boat. The hole is furrounded with wood, on 
which a foft folded fkin is faftencd with ftraps at'its upper end. When the Efquimaux 
makes ufe of his boat, he puts his legs and thighs under the deck, fits down at the 
bottom of the boat, draws the {kin before-mentioned round his body, and faftens it 
well with the ftraps ; the waves may then beat over his boat with’ confiderable violence, 
and not a fingle drop comes into it; the cloaths of the Efquimaux keep the wet from 
him. He has an oar in his hand, which has a paddle at each end ; it ferves him for 
rowing with, and keeping the boat in equilibrium during a ftorm. The paddles of the 


* "The Moravian brethren in Greenland, coming once over with fome Greenlanders to Terra Labrador, 
the Efquimaux ran away at their appearance ; but they ordered one of their Greenlanders to call thein 
back in his language. ‘The Efquimaux hearing his voice, and underftanding the language, immediately 
flopped, came back, and were glad to find a countryman, and wherever they went among the other 
Eiquimaux, they gave out that one of their brethren was returned. This proves the Efquimaux to be of 
a tribe different from any European nation, as the Greenland language has no fimilarity with any language 
in Europe. F. - 

+ Phoca vitulina. Linn. : t Trichechus rofmarus. Linn, 
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oar are very narrow. The boat will contain but a fingle perfon. Efquimaux. have: 
often been found fafe in their boats many miles from land, in violent {torms, where 
fhips found it difficult to fave themfelves. Their boats Hoat on the waves like bladdéts, 
and they row them with incredible velocity. I am told they have boats of different 
fhapes. ‘Lhey have likewife larger boats of wood, covered with leather, in which 
feveral people may fit, and in which their women commonly go to fea.” ; 

Bows and arrows, javelins and harpoons, are their arms. With fhe laft they kill 
whales, and other large marine animals. The pcints of their arrows and harpoons 
are fometimes made of iron, fometimes of bone, and fometimes of the teeth of the 
walrufs. ‘Their quivers are made of feals fkins. The needles with which they fow their 

scloaths are likewife made of iron, or of bone. All their iron they get, by fome means 
or other, from the Europeans. 

They fometimes go on board the European fhips, in order to exchange fome of 
their goods for knives and other iron, But it is not advifeable for Europeans to go on 
fhore, unlefs they be numerous; for the Efquimaux are falfe and treacherous, and 
cannot fuffer ftrangers amongft them. If they find themfelves too weak, they run 
away at the approach of ftrangers ; but if they think they are an over-match for them, 
they kill all that come in their way, without leaving a fingle one alive. The Europeans 
therefore, do not venture to let a greater number of Efquimaux come on board their 
fhips than they can eafily mafter. If they are fhip-wrecked on the Efquimaux coatts, 
they may as well be drowned in the fea as come fafe to the fhore : this many Europeans 
have experienced. The European boats and fhips which the Efquimaux get into their 
power, are immediately cut in pieces, and robbed of all nails and other iron, which 
they work into knives, needles, arrow-heads, &c. They make ule of fire for no other 
purpofes but working of iron, and preparing the fkins 0 animals. Their meat is eaten 
all raw. When they come on board an European fhip, and are offered fome of the 
failors meat, they never will tafte of it till they have feen fome Europeans eat it. 
Though nothing pleafed other favage nations fo much as brandy, yet many Frenchmen 
have aflured me, that they never could prevail on the Efquimaux to take a dram of it. 
Their miftraft of other nations is the caufe of it; for they undoubtedly imagine that, 
they are going to poifon them, or do them fome hurt; and I am not certain whether 
they do not judge right. ‘They have no ear-rings, and do not paint the face like the 
American Indians. For many centuries paft they have had dogs whofe ears are 
ercéted, and never hang down. ‘They make ufe of them for hunting, and inftead of 
horfes in winter, for drawing their goods on the ice. They themfelves fometimes 
ride in fledges drawn by dogs. They have no other domeftic animal. There are 
indeed plenty of rein-deer in their country; but it is not known that either the 
Efquimaux, or any of the Indians in America, have ever tamed them. The French 
in Canada, who are in a manner the neighbours of the Efquimaux, have taken a deal 
of pains to carry on fome kind of trade with them, and to endeavour to engage them 
toa more friendly intercourfe with other nations. For that purpofe they took fome 
Efquimaux children, taught them to read, and educated chem in the beft mannér 
poflible. The intention of the French was, to fend thefe children to the Efquimaux” 
again, that they might inform them of the kind treatment the French had given them, 
and thereby incline them to conceive a better opinion of the French. But unhappily 
all the children died of the fmall-pox, and the fcheme was dropt. Many perfons in 
Canada doubted whether the fcheme would have fucceeded, though the children had 
been kept alive. For thev fay. there was formerly an Efquimaux taken by the French 
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civility. He‘fearnt French pretty well, and feemed to relifh the French way of living 
very well... When he was fent back to his countrymen, he was not able to make the 
Jeaft impreffion on them, in favour of the French ; but was killed by his neareft rela. 
tiong,.as halfa Frenchman and foreigner. This inhuman proceeding of the Efquimaux 
agatnft all ftrangers, is the reafon why none of the Indians of North America ever 
give quarter t6 the Efquimaux if they meet with them, but kill them on the {pot ; 
though they frequently pardon their other enemies, and incorporate the prifoners into 
their nation. 

For the-ufe of thofe who are fond of comparing the languages of feveral nations, I 
have here inferted a few Efquimaux words, communicated to me by the Jefuit Saint 
Pie. One, kombuc; two, tigal; three, ké; four, miffilagat; water, fillalokto; 
rain, killaluck; heaven, taktuck, or nabugakthe; the fun, thikonak, or fakaknuk ; 
the moon, takock; an egg, manneguk; the boat, kagack; the oar, pacotick ; the 
knife, fhavié ; a dog, mekké, or timilok; the bow, petikfick ; an arrow, katlo; the 
head, niakock; the ear, tchiu; the eye, killik, or fhik; the hair, nutthad ; a tooth, 
ukak ; the foot, ittkat. Some think that they are nearly the fame nation with the 
‘Greenlanders, or Skralingers; and pretend that there is a great affinity in the 
language *. 

Plumb-trees of different forts brought over from France, futceed very well here 
The prefent year they did not begin to flower till this month. Some pf them looked 
very well; and Iam told the winter does not hurt them. pees 

Sept. 11th. The Marquis de la Galiffonniere is one of the three noblemen, -who, 
above all others, have gained high efteem with the French admiralty in the laft war. 
‘They are the Marquiffes de la Galiffonniere, de la Jonquiere, and de I’Etendue. The 
firft of thefe was of a low ftature, and fomewhat hump-backed. He has a furprifing 
‘knowledge in all branches*of fcience, and efpecially in natural hiftory ; in which he is 
fo well verfed, that when he began to {peak with me about it, I imagined I faw our 
great Linneus under a new form. When he {poke of the ufe of natural hiftory, of 
the method of learning, and employing it to raife the ftate of a country, I was aftonifhed 
to fee him take his reafons from politics, as well as natural philofophy, mathematics, 
and other fciences. I own, that my converfation with this nobleman was very 
inftructive to me; and I always drew a deal of ufeful knowledge from it. He told 
me feveral ways of employing natural hiftory to the purpofes of politics, and to make 
a country powerful, in order to deprefs its envious neighbours. Never has natural 
hiftory had a greater promoter in this country ; and it is very doubtful whether it will 
ever have his equal here. As foon as he got the place of governor-general, he began 
to take thofe meafures for getting information in natural hiftory, which I have men- 
tioned before. When he faw people who had for fome time been in a fettled place 
of the country, efpecially in the more remote parts, or had travelled in thofe parts, 
hhe always queftioned them about the trees, plants, earths, ftones, ores, animals, &c. 
of the place. He likewife enquired what ufe the inhabitants made of thefe things ; 
in what ftate their hufbandry was; what lakes, rivers, and paffages there are; and 
‘a number of other particulars. Thofe who feemed to have clearer notions than the 
reft, were obliged to give him circumftantial defcriptions of what they had feen. He 


- _% The above account.of the Efquimaux may be compared with Henry Ellis’s Account of a Voyage to 
Haudfon’s Bay, by the Dobbs Galley and California, &c., and the account of a Voyage for the Difcovery 
of a,North-weft Paflage by Hudfon’s Streights, by the Clerk of the California, Two Vols. 8vo. Aud 
Jaftly, with Crantz’s Hiftory of Greenland, Two. Vols, 8vo. F. 
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himfelf -wrote down all the accounts he had. received; and by this great-appligationy - 
fo uncommon among perfons of his rank, he- foon acquired a knowledge of the-napit 
diftant parts of America. -The prielts, cammandants of forts, and of feveral diftant 
places, are often furprifed by his queltions, and wonder at his knowledge, when they 
come to Quebec to pay their vifits to him; for he often tells them, that near fuch a 
mountain, or on fuch a fhore, &c. where they often went a hunting, §here are fome 
particular plants, trees, earths, ores, &c. for he had got a knowledge of thofe things 
before. From hence it happened, that fome of the inhabitants believed he-had a 
preternatural knowledge of. things,-as he was able to mention all the curiofities of 
places, fometimes near two hundred Swedifh miles from Quebec, though he never 
was there himfelf.. Never was there a better ftatefman than he; and nobody can take 
better meafures, and choofe more proper means for improving a country, and increafing 
its welfare. Canada was hardly acquainted with the treafure it poffeffed in the 
perfon of this nobleman, when it loft him again; the king wanted his fervices: at 
home, and could not leave him fo far off. He was going to France with a collettion 
of natural curiofities; and a quantity of young trees and. plants, in boxes full. of 
earth. 
The black lime-flate has been repeatedly mentioned during the courfe of my journey. 
I will-here give a more minute detail of it. The mountain on which Quebec is buile, 
and the hills along the river St. Lawrence, confift of it for fome miles together, on 
both fides of Quebec. About a yard from the furface, this ftone is quite compact, 
and without any cracks ; fo that one cannot perceive that it is a flate, its particles being 
imperceptible. "It lies in ftrata, which vary from three or four inches, to twenty thick, 
and upwards, In the mountains on which Quebec is builf, the ftrata do not lie hori- 
zontal, but dipping, fo as to be nearly perpendicular; the upper ends pointing north- 
weft, and the lower ones fouth-eaft. From hence it #ithe corners of thefe ftrata 
always ftrike out at the furface into the ftreets, and cut the fhoes in pieces. I have 
likewife feen fome ftrata, inclining to the northward, but nearly perpendicular as the 
former. Horizontal ftrata, or nearly fuch, have occurred to me too. The ftrata are 
divided by narrow cracks, which are commonly filled with fibrous white gypfum, 
which can fometimes be got loofe with a knife, if the layer or ftratum of flate above it 
is broken in pieces; and in that cafe it has the appearance of a thin white leaf. The 
large cracks are almoft filled up with tranfparent quartz cryftals, of different fizes. 
One part of the mountain contains vaft quantities of thefe cryftals, from which the 
corner of the mountain which lies to the S. S. E. of the palace, has got the name of 
Pointe de Diamante, or Diamond Point. The {mall cracks which divide the ftone, go 
generally at right angles; the diftances between them are not always equal. The out- 
fide of the ftratum, or that which is turned towards the other ftratum, is frequently 
covered with a fine, black, fhining membrane, which: looks like a kind of a pyrous 
horn-ftone. In it there is fometimes a yellow pyrites, always lying in fmall grains. 
J never found petrifactions or impreflions, or other kinds of ftone in it, beftdes thofe I 
have jut mentioned, Almoft all the pnblic and private buildings at Quebec confift of 
this lime-flate; and likewife the walls round the town, and round the monafteries anid” 
gardens. It is eafily broken, and cut tq the fize wanted. But it has the property of 
fplitting into thin fhivers, parallel to the furface of the ftratum from whence they are 
taken, after lying during one or mire years in the air, and expofed to the fun. How- 
ever, this quality does no damage to the walls in which they are placed ; for the {tones 
being laid on purpofe into fuch a pofition that the cracks always run horizontally, the 
upper ftones prefs fo much upon the lower ones, that they can only get cracks out- 
* ay wardlyv. 
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wardly, and fhiver only on the outfide, without going further inwards, The thivers 
always grow thinner, as the houfes grow older. 

In order to give my readers fome idea of the climate of Quebec, and of the different 
changes of heat and cold, at the feveral feafons of the year, I will here infert fome 
particulars extracted from thé meteorological obfervations, of the royal phyfician, Mr. 
Gaulthier : he gave me a copy of thofe which he had made from O&ober 1744, to the 
end of September 1746. ‘The thermometrical obfervations I will omit, becaufe I do 
not think them accurate ; fur as Mr. Gaulthier made ufe of de la Hire’s thermometer, 
the degrees of cold cannot be exaétly determined, the quickfilver being deprefled into 
the globe at the bottom, as foon as the cold begins to be confiderable. The obferva-: 
tions are made throughout the year, between feven and eight in the morning, and two 
and three in the afternoon. He has feldom made any obfervations in the afternoon. 
His thermometer was likewife inaccurate, by being placed in a bad fituation. 

‘The year 1745. Jan. The 29th of this month the river St. Lawrence was covered 
over with ice, near Quebec. In the obfervations of other years, it is obferved, that. the 
river is fometimes covered with ice in the beginning of January, or the end of 
December. 

Feb. Nothing remarkable happened during the courfe of this month. 

March. They fay this has been the mildeft winter they ever felt; even the eldeft 
perfons could not remember one fo mild. ‘The fnow was only two feet deep, and the 
ice in the river, oppofite Quebec, had the fame thicknefs, On the twenty-tirft there 
was a thunder-ftorm, which fell upon a foldier, and hurt him very much. On the 
1gth and 2oth, they began to make incifions into the fugar-maple, and to prepare 
fugar from its juice. : : 

April. During this they continued to extract the juice of the fugar-maple, 
for making fugar. On thé 7th the gardeners began to make hot-beds. On the zoth 
the ice in the river broke loofe near Quebec, and went down; which rarely happens 
fo foon ; for the river St. Lawrence is fometimes covered with ice oppofite Quebec, on 
the roth of May. On the 22d, and 23d, there fell a quantity of fnow. On the asth 
they began to fow near St. Joachim. ‘The fame day they faw fome fwallows. The 
2gth they fowed corn all over the country. Ever fince the 23d the river had been 
clear at Quebec. 

May. The third of this month the cold was fo great in the morning, that Celfius’s 
or the Swedifh thermometer, was four degrees below the freezing point; however, it 
did not hurt the corn. On the 16th all the fummer-corn was fown. On the 5th the 
fanguinaria, narciffus, and violet, began to blow. The 17th the wild cherry-trees, 
rafberry-bufhes, apple-trees, and lime-trees, began to expand their leaves. ‘The ftraw- 
berries were in flower about that time. The zgth the wild cherry-trees were in 
bloffom. On the 26th part of the French apple-trees, cherry-trees, and plum-trees, 
opened their flowers. 
~ June. The 5th of this month all the trees had got leaves, The apple-trees were in 
full flower. Ripe ftraw-bérries were to be had on the 22d, Here it is noted, that the 
weather was very fine for the growth of vegetables. 

July. The corn began to {hoot into ears on the 12th, and had ears every where on 
the 21ft. (It is to be obferved, that they fow nothing but fummer-corn here) Soon 
after the corn began to flower. Hay-making began the 22d. All this month the 
weather was excellent. 2 

Aug. On the 12th there were ripe pears and melons at Montreal. On he 2oth 
the corn was ripe round Montreal, and the harveft was begun there. On the oe i 

arve 
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harveft oe at Quebec. On the 3oth and 31ft there was a very fmalt hoar-froft on 
the ground. : ; 
pee The harveft of all kinds of corn ended on the 24th and 25th. Melons, 
water-melons, cucumbers, and fine plums, were very plentiful during the courfe of 
. this month. Apples and pears were likewife ripe, whgch is not always the cafe. On 
the laft days of this month they began to plough the land. The following is one of 
the obfervations of this month : “The old people in this country fay,that the corn was 
formerly never ripe till the 13th or 16th of September, and fometimes on the 12th ; 
but no fooner. ‘They likewife affert, that it never was perfectly ripe. But fince the 
woods have been fufficiently cleared, the beams of the fun have had more room to 
operate, and the corn ripens fooner than before *.” It is further remarked, that the 
hot fummers are always very fruitful in Canada, and that moft of the corn has hardly 
ever arrived at perfect maturity. ‘ 

O&. During this month the fields were ploughed, and the weather was very fine 

-all the time. here was a little froft for feveral nights, and on the 23th it fnowed. 
Towards the end of this month the trees began to fhed their leaves. 

Nov. They continued to plough till the 10th of this month, when the trees had’ 
fhed all their leaves. ‘Lill the 18th the cattle went out of doors, a few days excepted, 
when bad weather had kept them at home. On the 16th there was fome thunder and 
lightning. There was not yet any ice in the river St. Lawrerce on the 24th. * 

Dec.* During this month it is obferved, that the autumn has been much milder 
than ufual. On the 1ft a fhip could ftill fet fail for France ; but on the 16th the river 
St. Lawrence was covered with ice on the fides, but open in the middle. In the river 
Charles the ice was thick enough for horfes with heavy loads to pafs over it. On the 
26th the ice in the river St. Lawrence was wafhed away by a heavy rain 3 but on the 
28th part of that river was again covered with ice, 

The next obfervations fhew, that the winter has likewife been one of the mildeft. I 


now refume the account of my own journey. 


* It is not only the clearing of woods, but cultivation, and population, that alter the climate of a 
country, and make it mild. ‘he Romans looked upon the winters of Germany and England ae very fevere, 
‘but happily both countries have at prefent a much more mild climate than formerly, owing to the three 
abo&-mentioned reafuns. Near Peterfburg, under fixty degrees north latitude, the river Neva was covered 
with ice 1765, in the beginning of December and cleared of it Aprilthe 11th 1766, At Tfaritfin, which 
is under forty-eight degrees forty minutes north latitude, the river Volga was covered with ice the 26th of 
November 1765, and the ice broke in the river April the 27th 1746, (all old mee Is it_not almoft 
incredible, that-in a place very near twelve degrees more to the fouth, the cffeé&s of cold fhould be felt 
donger, and more fevercly, than in the more northern climate? And though the neighbourhood of 
Peterfburg has a great many woods, the cold was, however, lefs fevere, and laiting ; ‘Ifaritfin, on the con~ 
trary, has no woods for many hundred miles in its neighbourhood, if we except fome few trees and bushes 
along the Volga, and its ifhs. and the low land along it. Wherever the eye looks to the ealt, there are valt 
plains without woods, for many hundred miles. ‘The clearing a country of woods, cannot therefore alone 
contribute fo much to make the climate milder, But cultivation does more. On a ploughed field the 
fnow will always fooner mel, than on a field covered with grafs, The inflammable warm particles brought 
into the field, by the various kinds of manure, contribute much to foften the rigours of the climate; cut 
the exh lations of thoufands of men and cattle, in a populous country, the burning of fo many combullibles,. 
and the difperfion of fo many cauttic particles, through the whole atmofphere ; thcfe are things which con- 
tribute fo much towards foftening the rigours of a climate. In a hundred {quare miles near Tfaritfin, 
there is not fo much cultivated land as there is within ten near Peterfburg ; it is in proportion to the 
number of the inhabitants of both places, and this makes the chief difference of the climete, There is fti!l 
‘another confideration, Peterfburg lies near the fea, and ‘| faritfin in an inland country ; and. generally fpeak- 
ing, countries near the fea have Leen obferved to enjoy a milder climate. TThefe tew remarks will be, I 
believe, fufficient to enable every body to judge of the changes of the climate in various countries, which, no 
doubt, grow warmer and more temperate, as cultivation aud population increafe, F. 
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This evening I left Quebec with a fair wind. The governor-general of Canada, the 
marquis de la Jonquiere, ordered one of the King’s boats, and feven men, to bring me 
to Montreal, "The middle of the boat was cavered with blue cloth, under which we 
were fecured from the rain. This journey I made at the expence of the French King. 
We went three French miles go-day. 

Sept. 12. We continued our journey during all thi§ day. : 

The {mall kind of maize, which ripens in three months time, was ripe about this time, 
and the people drew it out of the ground, and hung it up to dry. 

The weather about this time was like the beginning of our Auguft, old ftile. 
Therefore it feems autumn commences a whole month later in Canada, than in the 
midft of Sweden. 3 

Near each farm there is a kitchen-garden, in which onions are moft abundant; becaufe 
the French farmers eat their dinners of them with bread, on Fridays and Saturdays, 
or faiting days. However, I cannot fay, the French are ftri& obfervers of fafting ; for 
feveral of my rowers ate ficfh to-day, though it was Friday. ‘The common people in 
Canada may be fmelled when one paffes by them, on account of their frequent ufe of 
onions. Pumpions are likewife abundant in the farmers gardens. They drefs them 
in feveral ways, but the moft common is to cut them through the middle, and place 
the infide of the hearth, towards the fire, till it is quite roafted. The pulp isethen cut 
out of the peel, and eaten; people above the vulgar put fugar to it. Carrots, fallad 
French beans, cucumbers, and currant fhrubs, are planted in every farrher’s little 
kitchen-garden. 

Every farmer plants a quantity of tobacco near his houfe, in proportion to the fize 
of his family, _It is likewife very neceffary that they fhould plant tobacco, becaufe it is 
fo univerfally {moaked by the common people. Boys of ten or twelve years of age run 
about with the pipe in their mouths, as well as the old people. Perfons above the 
vulgar do not refufe to fmoak a pipe now and then. In the northern parts of Canada, 
they generally fmoak tobacco by itfelf ; but further upwards, and about Montreal, they 
take the inner bark of the red Cornelian cherry *, crufh it, and mix it with the tobacco, 
to make it weaker. People of both fexes, and of all ranks, ufe {nuff very much. 
Almoft all the tobacco which is confumed here is the produce of the country, and fome 
people prefer it even to Virginian tobacco: but thofe who pretend to be connoiffeurs, 
reckon the laft kind better than the other. 

Though many nations imitate the French cuftoms ; yct I obferved, on the contrary, 
that the French in Canada, in many refpects, follow the cuftoms of the Indians, 
with whom they converfe every day. They make ufe of the tobacco-pipes, 
fhoes, garters, and girdles, of the Indians. They follow the Indian way of making 
war with exactnefs; they mix the fame things with tobacco; they make ufe of the 
Indian bark-boats, and row them in the Indian way ; they wrap fquare pieces of cloth 
round, their feet inftead of Sockings, and have adopted many other Indian fafhions. 
‘When one comes into the houfe of a Canada peafant, or farmer, he gets up, takes his 
nat off to the ftranger, defires him to fit down, puts his hat on, and fits down again. 
The gentlemen and ladies, as well as the pooreft peafants and their wives, are called 
monfieur and madame. ‘the peafants, and efpecially their wives, wear thoes, which 
confift of a piece of wood hollowed out, and are made almoft as flippers. Their boys, 
and the old peafants themfelvcs, wear their hair behind in a cue; and moft of them 
wear red woollen caps at home, and fometimes on their journies. % 


* Cornus fanguinea. Linn. 
rt | 
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The farmers prepare moft of their difhes of milk. Butter is but feldom feen, and 
what they have is made of four cream, and therefore not fo good as Eaglifh butter: 
Many of the French are very fond of milk, which they eat chiefly on fafting days. | 
However, they have not fo many methods of preparing it as we have in Sweden. The 
common wavy was to boil it, and put bits of bread, and a*good deal of fugar, into it. 
The French here eat near as much flefh as the Englifh, on thofe days when their religion 
allows it; for excepting the foup, the fallads, and the defert, all their other difhes 
confift of flefh varioufly prepared. 

At night we lay at a farm-houfe, near a river called Petite Riviere, which falls here 
into the river St. Lawrence. This place is reckoned fixteen French miles from Que- 
bec, and ten from Trois Rivieres. The tide is {till confiderable here. Herz is the 
laft place where the hills, along the river, confift of black lime-flate ; further on they 
are compofed merely of earth. ; 

Fire-flies flew about the woods at night, though not in great numbers; the French 
call them mouches 4 feu. 

The houfes in this neighbourhood are all made of wood ; the roomsare pretty large. 
The inner roof refts on two, three, or four large thick fpars, according to the fize of 
the room. The chinks are filled with clay inftead of mofs. ‘The windows are made 
entirely of paper. The chimney is erected in the middle of the room; that part of 
the room which is oppofite the fire, is the kitchen ; that which is behind the chimney, 
ferves the people to fleep, and receive ftrangers in, ‘Sometimes there is an iron ftove 
behind the chimney. 

Sept. 13th. Near Champlain, which is a place about five French miles from Trois 
Rivieres, the fteep hills near the river confift of a yellow, and fometimes ochre- 
coloured fandy earth, in which a number of {mall fprings arife. ‘The water in them is 
generally filled with yellow ochre, which is a fign that thefe dry fandy fields contain a 
great quantity of the fame iron ore which is dug at Trois Rivieres. It is not con- 
ceivable from whence that number of {mall rivulets takes their rife, the ground above 
being flat, and exceeding dry in fummer. The lands near the river are cultivated for 
about an Englifh mile into the country; but behind them there are thick forefts, and 
low grounds. ‘he woods, which colleét a quantity of moifture, and prevent the eva. 
poration of the water, force it to make its way under ground to the river. The fhores 
of the river are here covered with a great deal of black iron-fand. 

Towards evening we arrived. at Trois Rivieres, where we ftaid no longer than was 
neceflary to deliver the letters, which we brought with us from Quebec. After that 
we went a French mile higher up, before we took our night’s lodging. 

This afternoon we faw three remarkable old people. One was an old Jefuit, called 
father Jofeph Aubery, who had been a miffionary to the converted Indians of St. 
Frangois. This fummer he ended the fiftieth year of his miffion. He therefore re- 
turned to Quebec, to renew his vows there ; and he feemed to be healthy, and in good 
fpirits. The other two people were our landlord and his wife; and he was above 
eighty years of age, and fhe was not much younger. ‘They had now been fifty-one 
years married. ‘Lhe year before, at the end of the fifticth year of their marriage, they 
went to church together, and offered up thanks to God Almighty for the great grace 
he gave them. ‘They were yet quite well, content, merry, and talkative. The old 
man faid, that he was at Quebec when the Englith befieged it, in the year 1690, and 
that the bifhop went up and down the ftreets, dreffed in his pontifical robes, and a 
fwordin his hand, in order to recruit the fpirits of the foldiers. 
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This old man faid, that he thought the winters were formerly much colder than they 
arenow. ‘There fell likewife a greater quantity of {now when he was young. He 
could remember the time when pumpions, cucumbers, &c. were killed by the froft 
about midfummer, and he affured me, that the fummers were warmer now than they 
ufed to be formerly. About thirty and fome odd years ago, there was fuch a fevere 
winter in Canada, that the froft killed many birds ; but the old man could not remem- 
ber the particular year. Every body allowed, that the fummers in 1748 and 1749 
had been warmer in Canada than they have been many years ago. 

The foil is reckoned pretty fertile; and wheat yields nine or ten grains from one, 
But when this old man was a boy, and the country was new and rich every where, they 
could get twenty or four-and-twenty grains from one. They fow but little rye here ; 
nor do they fow much barley, except for the ufe of cattle. hey complain, however, 
that when they have a bad crop they are obliged to bake bread of barley. 

Sept. 14th. ‘This morning we got up early, and purfued our journey. After we 
had gone about two French miles, we got into lake 8: Pierre, which we croffed. 
Many plants, which are common in our Swedifh lakes, fwim at the top of this water. 
This lake is faid to be covered.every winter with fuch ftrong ice, that a hundred loaded 
horfes could go over it together with fafety. 

A craw-fith, or river lob{ter, fomewhat like -a crab, but quite minute, about two 
geometrical lines long, and broad in proportion, was frequently drawn up by us with 
the aquatic weeds. Its colour is a pale greenifh white. 

‘The cordated pontederia * grows plentiful on the fides of a long and narrow canal ‘of 
water, in the places frequented by our water-lillies +. A great number of hogs wade 
far into this kind of ftrait, and fometimes duck the greateft part of their bodies under 
water, in order to get at the roots, which they are very fond of, 

As foon as we were got through lake St. Pierre, the face of the‘country was entirely 
changed, and became as agreeable as could be wifhed. he iffes, and the land on 
both fides of us, looked like the prettieft pleafure-gardens ; and this continued till 
near Montreal. 

Near every farm on the river-fide there are fome boats, hollowed out of the trunks 
of fingle trees, but commonly neat and well made, having the proper fhape of boats. 
In one place I faw a boat made of the bark of trees. 

Sept. rsth. We continued our journey early this morning. On account of the 
ftrength of the river, which came down againit us, we were fometimes obliged to let 
the rowers go on fhore, and draw the boat. 

At four o’clock in the evening we arrived at Montreal; and our voyage was 
reckoned a happy one, becaufe the violence of the river flowing againft us all the way, 
and the changeablenels of the winds, commonly protratt it to fourteen days. 

Sept. 19th. Several people here in town have got the French vines, and planted 
them in their gardens. ‘hey have two kinds of grapes, one of a pale green, or almoft 
white ; the other, of a reddith brown colour. From the white ones they fay white 
‘wine is made; and-from the red ones, red wine. The cold in winter obliges them to 
put dung round the roots of the vines, without which they would be killed by the froft. 
‘The grapes began to be ripe in thefe days ; the white ones are a little fooner ripe than 
the red ones. ‘Yhey make no wine of them here, becaufe it is not worth while ; 
but they are ferved up at deflerts. They fay thefe grapes do- not grow fo big here as 
in France. 

* Pontederia cordata. Linn. + Nymphaz. ¥ 
Water 
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Water-mclons* are cultivated in great plenty in the Englith and French American 
colonies ; and there is hardly a peafant here, who has not a field planted with them. 
They are chiefly cultivated in the neighbourhood of towns ; and they are very rare in 
the north part of Canada. The Indians plant great quantities of water-melons at pre- 
fent ; but whether they have done it of old is not eafily determined ; for an old Onidoe 
Indian (of the fix Troquefe nations) affured me, that the Indians did not know water- 
melons before the Europeans came into the country, and communicdted them to the 
Indians. The French, on the other hand, have affured me, that the Illinois Indians 
have had abundance of this fruit, when the French firft came to them; and that they 
declare, they haa planted theat fince times immemorial. However, I do not remem- 
ber having read that the Europeans, who firftt came to North America, mention the 
water-melons, in fpeaking of the difhes of the Indians at that time. How great the 
furmmer heat is in thole parts of America which I have pafled through, can eafily be 
conceived, when one coniiders, that in all thofe places, they never fow water-melons in 
hot-beds, but in the open fields in*fpring, without fo much as covering them, and they 
ripen in time. Here are two {pecies of them, viz. one with a red pulp, and one with a 
white one. ‘he firft is more common to the fouthward, with the Illinois, and in the 
Englith colonies; the laft is more abundant in Canada. ‘The feeds are fown in fpring, 
after the cold is entirely gone off, in a good rich ground, at fome diftance from each 
other ; becaufe their flalks {preed far, and require much room, if they fhall be very 
fruitful. They were now ripe at Montreal; but in the Englifh colonies they ripen 
in July and Auguft. - "bhey commonly require lefs time to ripen in than the common 
melons. Thole in the Englifh colonies are commonly fweeter and more agreeable 
than the Canada ones. Does the greater heat contribute any thing towards making 
them more palatable ? Thofe in the province of New York are, however, reckoned 
the beft. 

The water-melons are very juicy; and the juice is mixed with a cooling pulp, which 
is very good in the hot fammer-feafon. Nobody in Canada, in Albany, and in other 
parts of New York, could produce an exampie that the eating of water-melons in 
great quantities had hurt any body; and there.are examples even of fick perfons eating 
them without any danger. Further to the fouth, the frequent ule of them, itis thought, 
brings on intermitting fevers, and other bad diftempers, efpectally in fuch people as 
ave lels uled to them. Many Frenchmen aflured me, that when people born in Ca- 
nada came to the Illinois, and eat feveral times of the water-meloas of that part, they 
iminediately got a fever; and therefore the Ulinois advife the French not to eat of a 
fruiz fo dangerous to them. They themfelves are {ubject to be attacked by fevers, if 
they cool their {tomachs too often with water-melons. In Cauada they keep them in 
a room, which isa little heated; by which means they will keep frefh two months 
after they are ripe but care mutt be taken, that the froit fpoil them not. In the 
Englifh plantations they likewife keep them freth in dry cellars, during part of the 
winter. ‘hey affared me that ihey keep better when they are carefully broke off fron. 
the ftalk, and afterwards burnt wih a red-hot iron, in the place where the flalx was 
fattened. In this manner they. may be eaten at Chriftmas, and after. In Penfylvania,. 
where they have a dry fandy earth, they make a hole in the ground, put the water- 
melons carefully into it with their ftaiks, by which means they Keep very frefh during: 
a great part of the winter. Few people, however, take this trouble with the water- 
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melons, becaufe they being very cooling, and the winter being very cold.too, it feems, 
to be lefs neceflary to keep them for eating in that feafon, which is already very cold. 
They are of opinion in thefe parts, that cucumbers cool more than water-melons. The 
latter are very ftrongly diuretic. The Iroquefe call them onoheferakatee. 

Gourds of feveral kinds, oblong, round, flat or compreffed, crook-necked, fmall, &c. 
are planted in all the Englith and French colonies. In Canada, they fill the chief part 
of the farmers’ kitchen-gardens, though the onions came very near up with them. 
Each farmer in the Englifh plantations, has a large field planted with gourds, and the 
Germans, Swedes, Dutch, and other Europeans, fettled in their colonies, plant them. 
Gourds are a confiderable part of the Indian food ; however, they plant more fquafhes 
than common gourds. They declare, that they have had gourds long before the Euro- 
peans difcovered America ; which feems to be confirmed by the accounts of the firft 
Europeans that came into thefe parts, who mentioned gourds as common food among 
the Indians. The French here call them citrouilles, and the Englith in the colonies, 
pumpkins, They are planted in fpring, when they have nothing to fear from the froft, 
in an enclofed field, and a good rich foil. ‘hey are likewife frequently put into old 
hot-beds. In Canada, they ripen towards the beginning of September, but further 
fouthward they are ripe at the end of July. As foonas the cold weather commences, 
they take off all the pumpions that remain on the ftalk, whether ripe or not, and {pread 
them on the floor, in a part of the houfe, where the unripe ones grow perfeétly ripe, if . 
they are not laid one upon the other. This is done round Montreal in the middle of 
September; but in Penfylvania, I have feen fome in the fields on the igth of 
Ottober, They keep freth for feveral months, and.even throughout the winter, if they 
be well fecured in dry cellars (for in damp ones they rot very foon) where the cold 
cannot come in, or, which is {till better, in dry rooms which are heated now and then, 
to prevent the cold from damaging the fruit. 

Pumpions are prepared for eating in various ways. ‘The Indians boil them whole, 
or roaft them in afhes, and eat them then, or go to fell them thus prepared in the 
towns; and they have, indeed, a very fine flavour, when roafted. he French and 
Englith flice them, and put the flices before the fire to roa{t; when they are roafted, 
they generally put fugar on the pulp. Another way of roaiting them, is to cut them 
through the middle, take out all the feeds put the halves together again, and roaft 
them in an oven. When they are quite roafted, fome butter is putin, whilft they are 
warm, which being imbibed into the pulp, renders it very palatable. They often boil 
pumpions in water, and afterwards eat them, either alone or with flefh. Some make 
a thin kind of pottage of them, by boiling them in water, and afterwards macerating 
the pulp. This is again boiled with a little of the water, and a good deal of milk, and 
ftirred about whiltt it is boiling. Sometimes the pulp is ftamped and kneaded into dough, 
with maize flour or other flour ; of this they make cakes. Some make puddings and 
tarts of gourds. The Indians, in order to preferve the pumpions for a very long time, 
cut them in Jong flices, which they faften or twift together, and dry them either by 
theTun, or by the firein a room. “When they are thus dried, they will keep for years 
together, and when boiled they tafte very well. The Indians prepare them thus at 
home and on their journies, and from them the Europeans have adopted this method: 
Sometimes they do not take the time to boil it, but eat it dry with hung-beef, or other 
flcch ; and I own they are eatable in that ftate, and very welcome toa hungry ftomach. 
They fornetimcs preferve them in the following manner at Montreal. ‘They cut a 
pumpion in four pieces, peel them, and take the feeds out of them, The pulp is pit 
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in a pot with boiling water, in which it muft boil from four to fix minutes. It isthen 
put into a cullender, and left in it till the next day, that the water may run off, 
‘When it is mixed with cloves, cinnamon, and fome lemon peel, preferved in fyrup, 
and there muft be an equal quantity of fyrup and of the pulp. After which it is 
boiled together, till the fyrup is entirely imbibed, and the white colour of the pulp is 
uite loft. 

y Sept. 20th. The corn of this year’s harveft in Canada, was reckoned the fineft 
they had ever had. In the province of New York, on the contrary, the crop was 
very poor. The autumn was very fine this year in Canada. 

Sept. 22d. The French in Canada carry on a great trade with the Indians; and 
though it was formerly the only trade of this extenfive country, yet its inhabitants were 
confiderably enriched by it. At prefent, they have befides the Indian goods, feveral 
other articles which are exported from hence. ‘The Indians in this neighbourhood, 
who go hunting in winter like the other Indian nations, commonly bring their furs 
and fkins to fale in the neighbouring French towns; however, this is not fufficjent. 
The Indians who live at a greater diftance, never come to Canada at all; and, left 
they fhould bring their goods to the Englifh, as the Englifh go to them, the French 
are obliged to undertake journies, and purchafe the Indian goods in the country of 
the Indians. This trade is chiefly carried on at Montreal, and a great number of 
young and old men every year undertake long and troublefome voyages for that pur- 
pofe, carrying with them {uch goods as they know the Indians like, and are in want 
of. It is not neceflary to take money on fuch a journey, as the Indians do not value 
it; and indeed 1 think the French, who go on thefe journies, fcarce ever take a fol or 
penny with them. 2 : 

I will now enumerate the chief goods which the French carry with them for this 
trade, and which have a good run among the Indians. 

Mufkets, powder, fhot, and balls. ‘The Europeans have taught the Indians in their 
neighbourhood the ufe of firearms, and they have laid afide their bows and arrows, 
which were formetly their only arms, and make ufe of mufkets. 1f the Europeans 
fhould now refufe to fupply the Indians with mufkets, they would be ftarved to death ; 
as almoft all their food confifts of the flefh of the animals, which they hunt; or they 
would be irritated to {uch a degree as to attack the Europeans. ‘The Indians have 
hitherto never tried to make mufkets or fimilar fire-arms; and their great indolence 
does not even allow them to mend thofe mufkets which they have got. They leave 
this entirely to the Europeans. As the Europeans came into North America, they 
were very careful not to give the Indians any fire-arms. But in the wars between the 
French and Fnglifh, each party gave their Indian allies fire-arms, in order to weaken 
the force of the enemy. ‘The French lay the blame upon the Dutch fettlers in Albany, 
faying, that they began, in 1642, to give their Indians fire-arms, and taught them 
the ufe of them, in order to weaken the French. The inhabitants of Albany, on the 
contrary, aflert, that the French firft introduced this cuftom, as they would have been 
too weak to refift the combined force of the Dutch and Englifh in the colonies. Be 
this as it will, it is certain that the Indians buy mufkets from the Europeans, and know 
at prefent better how to make ufe of them, than fome of their teachers. It is likewife 
certain, that the Europeans gain confiderably by their trade in mufkets and ammu- 
nition. 3 

Pieces of white cloth, or of a coarfe uncut cloth. The Indians conftantly wear 
fuch pieces of cloth, wrapping them round their bodies. Sometimes they hang them 


over their fhoulders ; in warm weather, they faften them round the middle; and in 
cold 
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cold weather, they put them over the head. Both their men and women wear 
thefe pieces of cloth, which have commonly feveral blue or. red {tripes on the edge. 

Blue or red cloth, Of this the Indian women make their petticoats, which reach 
only to their knees. They generally chufe the blue colour. 

Shirts and fhifts of linen. As foon as an Indian fellow, or one of their ‘women, 
have put on a fhirt, they never wath it, or ftrip it off, till it is entirely torn in 

jeces. 
‘ Pieces of cloth. Which they wrap round their legs. inflead of ftockings, like the 
Ruffians. one 

Hatchets, knives, fciffars, needles, and a fteel to ftrike fire with. Thefe in- 
ftruments are now common among the Indians. They all take thefe inftruments from 
the Europeans, and reckon the hatchets and knives much better than thofe which they 
formerly made of ftonesand bones. ‘The {tone hatchets of the ancient Indians are very 
rare in Canada. 

Kettles of copper or brafs, fometimes tinned in the infide. In thefe the Indians now : 
boil all their meat, and they have a very great run with them, They formerly made“ 
ufe of carthen or wooden pots, into which they poured water or whatever elfe they 
wanted to boil, and threw in red hot ftones to make it boil. They do not want iron 
beilers, becau/e they cannot be eafily carried on their continual journies, and would not 
bear fuch falls and knocks as their kettles are fubjeé to. ' . 

Lar-rings of different.fizes, commenly of brafs, and fometimes of tin. They are 
worn by both men and women, though the ufe of them is not general. : 

Vermillion. With this they paint their face, fhirt, and feveral parts of the body. 
They formerly made ufe of a reddifh earth, which is to be found in the country; but 
as the Europcans brought them vermillion, they thought nothing was comparable to it 
in colour. Many perfons have told me, that they had heard their faihers mention, that 
the firft Frenchmen who came over here got a great heap of furs from the Indians, for 
three times as much cinnabar as would lie on the tip of a knife; 

Verdigreafe, to paint their faces green. For the black colour, they make ufe of the 
foot at the bottom of their ketules, and daub their whole face with it. 

Looking-glafles. The Indians are very much pleafed with them, and make ufe of 
them chiefly when they want to paint themfelves. The men conftantly carry their 
looking-glafles with them on all their journies, but.the women do not. The men, 
upon the whole, are more fond of drefling than the women. 

Burning glafles. Thefe are excellent pieces of furniture in the opinion of the In- 
dians ;_becaufe they ferve to light the pipe without any trouble, which an indolent 
Indian is very fond of. : 

‘Tobacco is bought by the northern Indians, in whofe country it willnot grow. The 
fouthern Indians always plant as much of it as they want for their own confumption. 
‘Tobacco has a great run amongft the northern Indians, and it has been obferved, that 
the further they live to the northward, the more they fmoke of tobacco. | 
~ Wampum, or, as they are here called, porcelancs. ‘They are made of a particular 
kind of fhells, and turned into little fhort cylindrical beads, and ferve the Indians for 
money and ornament. 

Glafs beads, of a {mall fize, and white or other colours. The Indian women know 

“how to faften them in their ribbands, pouches, and cloths. 

Brafs and fteel wire, for feveral kinds of work. 

Brandy, which the Indians value above all other goods that can be brought them ; 
nor have they any thing, though ever fo dear to them, which they would not give away 

3 for 
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for this liquer. But, on account of the many irregularities which are caufed by the 
ufe of brandy, the fale of it has been prohibited under fevere penalties ; however, they 
do not always pay an implicit obedience to this order. 

Thefe are the chief goods which the French carry tothe Indians, and they have a 
good run among them: 

‘Lhe goods which they bring”back from the Indians, confift entirely in furs. The 
French get them in exchange for their goods, together with all the ncteflary provifions 
they want on the journey. The furs are of two kinds; the beft are the northern ones, 
and the Worft fort thofe from the fouth. 

In the northern parts of America there are chiefly the following fkins of animals: 
bears, beavers, elks*, rein-deer{, wolf-lynxes{, and martens. ‘They fometimes 
get martens’ fxins from the fouth, but they are red, and good for little. Pichou du 
Nord is perhaps the animal which the Englifh, near Hudfon’s bay, call the wolverene, 

“Yo the northern furs belong the bears, which are but few, and foxes, which are not 
very numerous, and generally black ; and feveral other fkins. 

The fkins of the fouthern parts are chiefly taken from the following animals: wild 
cattle, ftags, rocbucks, otters, Pichoux du Sud, of which P. Charlevoix makes men- 
tion §, and are probably a fpecies of cat-lynx, or perhaps a kind of panther ; foxes of 
various kinds, raccoons, cat-lynxes, and feveral others. 

. It is inconceivable what hardthips the people in Canada muft undergo on their 
journeys. Sometimes they mutt carry their goods a great way by land; frequently 
they are abufed by the Indians, and fometimes they are killed by them. They often 
fuffer hunger, thirft, heat, and cold, are bit by gnats, and expofed to the bites of 
poifonous inakes, and other dangerous animals and infects. Thefe deftroy a great 
part of the youth in Canada, and prevent the people from growing old. By this 
means, however, they become fuch brave foldiers, and fo inured to fatigue, that none 
of them fear danger or hardfhips. Many of them fettle among the Indians far from 
Canada, marry Indian women, and never come back again, me 

The prices of the fkins in Canada, in the year 1749, were communicated to me 
by M. de Couagne, a merchant at Montreal, with whom I lodged. They were as 
follow : 

Great and middle fized bear fkins, coft five livres. 

Skins of young bears, fifty fols. 

lynxes, twenty-five fols. 
——— Pichoux du Sad, thirty-five fols. 
foxes from the fouthern parts, thirty-five fols, 
otters, five livres, 
raccoons, five livres. 
——-— martens, forty-five fols. 
——— wolf-lynxes ||, four livres. 
wolves, forty fols. 
——— Carcajoux, an animal which I do not know, five livres. 
Vifons, a kind of martens, which live in the water, twenty-five fols. 
Raw {kins of elks€, ten livres. , 
flags **, 


Bad fkins of elks and ftags tt, three livres. 




















* -Originacs. + Cariboux. t Loup cerviers. 
§ In hits Hitt. dela Nouv. France, tom. v. p. 153. | Loups cerviers. 
4 Ofiginacs verte. ** Cerfs verts, +] Oviginacs et cerfs paffés. 
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Skins of roebucks, twenty-five, or thirty fols. 
red foxes, three livres. 
-—___— beavers, three livres. z 
I will now infert a lift of all the different kinds of fkins, which are to be got in Ca- 
nada, and which are fent from thence to Europe. I gor it from one of the greateft 
merchants in Montreal. They are as follow : . - 
Prepared roebuck fkins, chevreuils paffés. 
Unprepared ditto, chevreuils verts. 
Tanned ditto, cheurewuils tanés. 
Bears, ours. 
Young bears, ourfons. 
Otters, /outres. 
Pecans. 
Cats, chats. 
Wolves, loup de bois. 
Lynxes, loups cerviers. 
North Pichoux, pichoux du nord. 
South Pichoux, pichoux du fud. 
Red foxes, renards rouges. 
Crofs foxes, renards croifés. 
Black foxes, renards noirs. 
Grey foxes, renards argentés. 
Southern, or Virginian foxes, renards du fud oz de Virginie, 
White foxes, from Tadonflac, renards blancs de Tadouffac. 
Martens, martres. 
Vifons, or foutreaux. 
Black fquirrels, ecureuils noirs. 
Raw ftags fkins, cerfs verts. 
Prepared ditto, cerfs paffés. 
Raw elks thins, originacs vents. 
Prepared ditto, originax paffés. 
Rein-deer fkins, cariboux. 
Raw hind fkins, diches verts. 
Prepared ditto, biches paffées. 
Carcajous. 
Mukk rats, rats mufques. 
Fat winter beavers, ca/fors gras d’hiver. 
Ditto fummer beavers, ca/fors gras d été. 
Dry winter beavers, caftors fecs d’hiver. 
Ditto fummer beavers, ca/ffors fecs d’été. 
_ Old winter beavers, caftors vieux @hiver. 
Ditto fummer beavers, ca/lors vieux d’ été. 


To-day, I got a piece of native copper from the Upper Lake. They find it there 
almoft quite pure ; fo that it does not want melting’over again, but 1s immediately 
fit for working. Father Charlevoix * fpeaks of it in his hiftory of New France. One 
of the Jefuits at Montreal, who had been at the place where this metal is got, told me, 

* Sce his Hift. de. la Nouv. Fr. tom. vie p. 415. 
that 
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that it is generally found near the mouths of rivers, and that there are pieces of native 
copper too heavy for a fingle man to lift up. The Indians there- fay, that they 
formerly found a piece of about feven feet long, and near four feet thick, all of pure 
copper. . As it is always found in the ground near the mouths of rivers, it is probable 
that the ice or water carried it down from a mountain ; but, notwithftanding the careful 
fearch that has been made, no place has been found where the metas lies in any great 
quantity together. 

The head or fuperior of the priefts of Montreal, gave me a piece of lead-ore to-day. 
He faid it was taken from a place only a few French miles from Montreal, and it con- 
fifted of pretty compaét, fhining cubes of lead-ore. 1 was told by feveral perfons here, 
that furthermore fouthward in the country, there is a place where they find a great 
quantity of this lead-ore in the ground. The Indians near it, melt it, and make balls 
and fhot of it. I got fome pieces of it likewife, confifting of a fhining cubic lead-ore, 
with narrow ftripes between it, and of a white hard earth or clay, which effervefces 
with aqua-fortis. 

I likewife received a reddifh brown earth to-day, found near the Lac de Deux 
Montagnes, or Lake of Two Mountains, a few French miles from Montreal. It may 
be eafily crumbled into duft between the fingers. It is very heavy, and more fo than 
the earth of that kind generally is. Outwardly, it has a kind of glofly appearance, 
and, when it is handled by the fingers for fome time, they are quite as it were filvered 
over. It is therefore probable, a kind of lead-earth, or an earth mixed with iron- 
glimmer. 

The ladies in Canada are generally of two kinds : fome come over frqm France, and 
the reft natives. ‘The former poffefs’the politenefs peculiar to the Frenh nation ; the 
latter may be divided into thofe of Quebec and Montreal. The firft of thefe are equal 
to the French ladies in good breeding, having the advantage of frequently converfing 
with the French gentlemen and ladies, who come cvery fummer with the king’s thips, 
and ftay feveral weeks at Quebec, but feldom go to Montreal. The ladies of this laft 
place are accufed by the French of partaking too much of the pride of the Indians, and 
of being much wanted in French good breeding. What I have mentioned above of 
their drefling their head too affiduoufly, is the cafe with all the ladies throughout 
Canada. On thofe days when they pay or receive vifits, they drefs fo gaily, that one 
is almoft induced to think their parents poffeffed the greateft dignitiesin the ftate. he 
Frenchmen, who confidered things in their true light, complained very much that a 
great part of the ladies in Canada had got into the pernicious cuftom of taking too much 
care of their drefs, and fquandering all their fortunes, and more, upon it, inftead of 
{paring fomething for future times. They are no lefs attentive to have the neweft 
fafhions ; and they laugh at each other, when they are not dreffed to each other’s 
fancy. But what they get as new fafhions, are grown old, and laid afide in France ; 
for the fhips coming but once every year from thence, the people in Canada confider 
that as the new fafhion for the whole year, which the people on board brought wih 
them, or which they impofed upon them asnew. The ladies in Canada, and efpecially- 
at Montreal, are very ready to laugh at any blunders {trangers make in {peaking. In 
Canada nobody ever hears the French language fpoken by any but Frenchmen; for 
ftrangers feldom come thither, and the Indians are naturally too proud to learn French_ 
but oblige the French to learn their language. From hence it naturally follows, that 
the nice Canada ladies cannot hear any thing uncommon without laughing at it. One 
of the firft queftions they propofe to a ftranger is, whcther he is married ? The next, 
how he likes the ladies in the country ; and whether he thinks them handfomer than 

: 472 thofe 
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thofe of his own country; and the third, whether he will take one home with him? 

There isfome difference between the ladies of Quebec, and thofe of Montreal; thofe 

of the laft place feemed to be generally handfomer than thofe of the former. Their 
behaviour likewife feemed to me to be fomewhat too free at Quebec, and of a more 

becoming modefty at Montreal. The ladies at Quebec, efpeciaily the unmarried ones,. 
are not very induftrious. A girl of eighteen is reckoned very poorly off, if fhe cannot 
enumerate at leaft twenty lovers. Thefe young ladies, efpecially thofe of a higher 

rank, get up at feven, and drefs till nine, drinking their coffee at the fame time. 

When they are dreffud, they place themtelves near a window that opens into the ftreet, 
take up fome necdle-work, and few a flitch now and then ; kut turn their eyes into the 

{treet moft of the time. When a young fellow comes in, whether they are acquainted 
with him or not, they immediately lay afide their work, fit down by him, and begin 

to chat, laugh, joke, and invent double-cntendres ; and this is reckoned being very 

witty *. In this manner they frequently pafs the whole day, leaving their mothers to 

do all the bufinefsin the houfe. In Monireal, the girls are not quite fo volatile, but 

more induftrious. ‘They are always at their necdle-work, or doing fome neceflary 

bufinefs in the houfe. They are likewife cheerful and content ; and nobody can fay 

that they want either wit or charms. ‘Their fault is that they think too well of them~ 

felves. However, the daug!.ters of people of all ranks, without exception, go to. 
market, and carry home what they have bought. They rife as foon, and go to bed. 
as late as any of the people in the houfe. I have been ailured, that, in general, their 

fortunes are not confiderable; which-are rendered ftill more fearce by the number of 
children, and the fmall revenues in a houfe. The girls at Montreal are very much 

difpleafed that fhofe at Quebec get hufbands fooner than they. ‘The reafon of this is, 

that many young gentlemen that come over from Vrance with the fhips, are 

captivated by the ladies at Quebec, and marry them; but as thefe gentlemen feldom 

go upto Montreal, the girls there are not often fo happy as thole of the former 

lace, 

r Sept. 23d. This morning I went to Saut au Recollet, a place three French miles north- 
ward of Montreal, to defcribe the plants and minerals there, and chieflyto colleét feeds of 
various plants. Near the town there are farms on both fides of the road; but as one 

advances farther on, the country grows woody, and varies in regard to height. It is 

generally very ftrong; and there are both pieces of rock-ftone and a kind of grey 

fime-ftone. ‘he roads are bad and almoft impaffable for chaifes. A little before f 

arrived at Saut au Recollet, the woods end, and the country is turned into corn-fields, 

meadows, and pattures. : 

About a French mile from the town are two lime-kilns on the road. They are built 
of a grey lime-ftone, burnt hard, and of pieces of rock-ftone, towards the fire. The 
height of the kiln from top to bottom is feven yards. 

‘The lime-ftone which they burn here, is of two kinds. One is quite black, and fo 
compact, that its conftituent particles cannot be diflinguithed, fome difperfed grains of 
“rhite and pale grey {par excepted. Now and then there are thin cracks in it filled with. 
a white fmall-grained fpar. , . 

I have never feen any petrifaétions in this ftone, though I looked very carefully for 
them. This ftone is common on the ifle of Montreal, about ten or twenty inches below 
the upper foii. It lies in ftrata of five or ten inches thicknefs. This ftone is faid to 
give the beft lime; for, though it is not fo white as that of the following grey lime- 








* Avoir beaucoup d’efprit. “ss 
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ftone, yet it-makes better mortar, and almoft turns into ftone, growing harder and 
more compact every day. ‘There are examples, that when they have been about to 
repair a houfe made partly of this mortar, the other ftones of which the-houfe confiits, 
fooner broke in pieces than the mortar itfelf. ; 

The other kind is a grey, and fometimes a dark grey lime-ftone, confifting of a cum- 
pact calcareous ftone, mixed with grains of {par, of the fame colour. It is full of 
petrified ftriated {hells or pettinites. The greateft part of thefe petrifagtions are, how. 
ever, only impreflions of the hollow fide of the hells, Now and then I found likewile 
petrified pieces of the fhell itfelf, though I could never find the fame fhelis in their natural 
{tate on the fhores; and it feems inconceivable how fuch a quantity of impreffions could 
come together, as I fhall prefently mention. 

I have had great pieces of this lime-ftone, confifting of little elfe than peétinites, lying 
clofe to one another. This lime-ftone is found on feveral parts of the ifle, where it lies 
in horizontal ftrata of the thicknefs of five or ten inches. ‘This [tone yields a great 
quantity of white lime, but it is not fo good as the former, becaufe it grows damp in. 

wet weather. 

Fir-wood is reckoned the belt for the lime-kilns and the thuya wood next to it. The 
wood of tne fugar-maple, and other trees of a fimilar nature, are not fit for it; becaufe- 
they leave a great quantity of coals. 

Grey pieces of rock-ftone are to be feen in the woods and fields hereabouts. 

The leaves of feveral trees and plants began now to get a pale hue; efpecially thofe 
of the red maple, the fmooth fumach*, the polygonuin fagittatum, Linn. and feveral, 
of the ferns. 

A great crofs is erected on the road, and the boy who fhewed me the wood, told me 
that a perfon was buried there, who had wrought great miracles, ° 

At noon | arrived at Saut au Recollet, whichis a little place fituated on a branch of 
the river St. Lawrence, which flows with a violent current between the ifles of Montreal 
and Jefus. - It has got its name from an accident which happened toa Recollet friar, 
called Nicholas Veil, in the year 1625. He went into a boat with a converted Indian, 
and fome Indians of the nation of Hurons, in order to go to Quebec; but, on going 
over this place in the river, the boat overfet, and both the friar and his profelyte were 
drowned. ‘The Indians (who have been fufpected of occafioning the overfetting of the: 
boat) fwam to the fhore, faved what they could of the friar’s effects, and kept them. 

‘The country hereabouts is full of ftones, and they have but lately began to cultivate 
it; for all the old people could remember the places covered with tall woods, which 
are now turned into corn-fields, meadows,.and paftures. The priefts fay, that this 
place was {formerly inhabited by fome converted Hurons. ‘Uhefe Indians lived on a: 
high mountain, at a little diftence from Montreal, when the French firft arrived here, and 
the latter perfuaded them to fell that land, ‘They did fo, and fettled here at Saut au 
Recollet, and the church which ftill remains here was built for them, and they have 
attended divine fervice in it for many years. As the French began to increafe on the 
ifle of Montreal, they withed to have it entirely to themfelves, and perfiuaded’ the Indias. 
again to fell them this {pot, and go toanother. The Frencu have fince prevailed upor. 
the Indians (whom they did not like to have amongft them, becaufe of their drunken. 
riefs, and rambling idle life) to leave this place again, and go. to fettle at the Lake 
des Deux Montagnes, where they are at prefent, and have a fine church of ftone. 
Their church at Saut au Recollet is of wood, looks. very old and ruinous, though. 


* Rhus glabrum. Lina. 
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its infide is pretty good, and is made ufe of by the Frenchmen in this place. They 
have already brought a quantity of ftones hither, and iptend building a new church 
very foon. * 

Though there had been no rain for fome days paft, yet the moifture in the air was fo 
great, that as I {pread fome papers on the ground this afternoon, in a fhady place, 
intending to put the feeds I collected into them, they‘were fo wet in a few minutes 
time, as to be readered quite ufelefs. The whole fky was very clear and bright, and the 
heat as intolerable as in the middle of July. 

One half of the corn-fields are left fallow alternately. The fallow-grounds are never 
ploughed in fummer ; fo the cattle can feed upon the weeds that grow on them. Ail 
the corn made ufe of here is fummer corn, as I have before obferved. Some plough 
the fallow grounds late in autumn ; others defer that bufinefs till fpring ; but the firtt 
way is faid to give a much better crop. Wheat, barley, rye, and oats, are harrowed, 
but peafe are ploughed under ground. They fow commonly about the 15th of April, 
and begin with the peafe. Among the many kinds of peafe which are to be got here, 
they prefer the green ones to all others for fowing. They require a high, dry, poor 
ground, mixed with coarfe fand. The harveft time commences about the end, and 
fometimes in the middle of Auguft. Wheat returns generally fifteen, and fometimes 
twenty fold ; oats from fifteen to thirty fold. The crop of peafe is fometimes forty fold, 
but at other times only ten fold ; for they are very different. The plough and harrow 
are the only inftruments of hufbandry they have, and thofe none of the beft fort neither.” 
The manure is carried upon the fallow grounds in fpring. The foil confifts of a grey 
ftony earth, mixed with clay and fand. They fow no more barley than is necef- 
fary for the cattle; for they make no malt here. They fowa good deal of oats, 
but merely for the horfes, and other cattle. Nobody knows here how to make 
ufe of the leaves of deciduous trees as a food for the cattle, though the forefts 
are furnifhed with no other than trees of that kind, and though the people are com- 
monly forced to feed their cattle at home during five months, 

I have already repeatedly mentioned, that almoft all the wheat which is fown in 
Canada is fummer wheat, that is fuch as is fown in fpring. Near Quebec it fometimes 
happens, when the fummer is lefs warm, or the fpring later than common, that a great 
part of the wheat does not ripen perfectly before the cold commences. “I have been 
affured that fome people, who live on the Ifle de Jefus, fow wheat in autumn, which 
is better, finer, and gives a more plentiful crop than the f{ummer wheat ; but it does 
not ripen above a week before the other wheat. 

Sept. 25th. In feveral places hereabouts, they enclofe the field with a ftone fence, 
inftead of wooden pales. The plenty of ftones which are to be got here render the 
harbour very trifling. 

Here are abundance of beech-trees in the woods, and they now had ripe feeds, 
The people in Canada collec them in autumn, dry them, and keep them till winter, 
when they eat them inftead of walnuts and hazel-nuts; and I am told they tate 
very well. 

There is a falt {pring, as the prieft of this place informed me, feven French miles 
from hence, near the river D’Affomption ; of which during the war, they have made @ 
fine white falt. ‘The water is faid to be very briny. 

_ Some kinds of fruit-trees fucceed very well near Montreal, and I had here an oppor- 
tunity of feeing fome very fine pears and apples of various forts. Near Quebec the 
pear-trees will not fucceed, becaufe the winter is too fevere for them; and fometimes 
they are killed by the froft in the neighbourhood of Montreal. Plum-trees of feveral 

2 forts 
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forts were firft brought over from France, fucceed very well, and withftand the rigours 
of winter. Three forts of America walnut-trees grow in the woods; but the walnut- 
trees brought over from France die almoft every year down to the very root, bringing 
forth new fhoots in fpring. Peach-trees cannot well agree with this climate; a few 
bear the cold, but, for greater fafety, they are obliged to put ftraw round them. 
Chefnut-trées, mufberry-trees, and the like, have never yet been planted in Canada. 

The whole cultivated part of Canada has been given away by the King to the clergy, 
and fome noblemen ; but all the uncultivated parts belong to him, as likewife the place 
on which Quebec and Trois Rivieres are built. The ground on which the town of 
Montreal is built, together with the whole ifle of that name, belongs to the priefts of 
the order of St. Sulpicius, who live at Montreal. They have given the land in tenure 
to farmers and others who were willing to fettle on it. ‘The firft fettlers paid a trifling 
rent for their land; for frequently the whole leafe for a piece of ground, three arpens 
broad, and thirty long, confift in a couple of chickens ; and fome pay twenty, thirty, 
or forty fols, for a piece of land of the fame fize. But thofe who came latter, mutt 
pay near two ecus (crowns) for fuch a piece of land, and thus the land-rent is very 
unequal throughout the country. The revenues of the bifhop of Canada do not arife 
from any landed property. The churches are built at the expence of the congrega- 
tions. ‘The inhabitants of Canada do not yet pay any taxes to the King ; and he has 
No other revenues from it, than thofe which arife from the cuftom-houle. 

The priefts cf Montreal have a mill here, where they take the fourth part of all that 
is ground. However, the miller receives a third part of this hare. In other places 
he gets the half of it. The priefts fometimes Ieafe the mill for a certain fum. Befides 
them nobody is allowed to ere& a mill on the ifle of Montreal, they having referved 
that right to themfelves. In the agreement drawn up between the priefts!and the .in- 
habitants of the ifle, the latter are obliged to get all their corn ground in the mills of 
the former. ‘ 

They boil a good deal of fugar in Canada of the juice running out of the incifions 
in the fugar-maple, the red maple, and the fugar-birch ; but that of the firft tree is 
moft commonly made ufe of. ‘The way of preparing it has been more minutely de- 
{cribed by me in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedifh Academy of Sciences *. 

Sept. 26th. Early this morning I returned to Montreal. Every thing began now 
to look like autumn. The leaves of the trees were pale or reddifh, and moft of the 
plants had loft their flowers. Thofe which {till preferved them were the following t. 

Several forts of afters, both blue and white. : 

Golden rods of various kinds. 

Common milfoil. 

Common felf-heal. 

The critped thiftle. 

The biennial oenothera. 

The rough-leaved fun-flower, with trifoliated leaves. 

The Canada violet, 

A {pecies of gentian. 

Wild vines are abundant in the woods hereabouts, climbing up very high trees. 


* See the volume for 195%. 

+ Afferes. Solidagines. Achillea millefoliam, Prunella vulgaris. Carduus crifpus, Ocnothera 
biennis. Rudbeckia irriloba, Viola Canadenfis. Gentiana Saponaria. 
sj > T hava 
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I have made enquiry among the French, who travel far into the country, concerning 
the food of the Indians. Thofe who live far north, Iam told, cannot plant any thing, 
‘on account of the great degree of cold: They have, therefore, no bread, and do not 
live on vegetables ; flefh and fifh is their only food, and chiefly the flefh of beavers, 
bears, rein-deer, elks, hares, and feveral kinds of birds. ‘Thofe Igdians who live far 
fouthward eat the following things. Of vegetables they plant miaize, wild kidney- 
beans * of feveral kinds, pumpions of different forts, {quafhes, a kind of gourds, water- 
melons, and melonst. They likewife eat various fruits which grow in their woods. 
Fifh and fleth make a_very great part of their food; and they chiefly like the fichh of 
wild cattle, roe-bucks, ftags, bears, beavers, and fome other quadrupeds. Among their 
dainty difhes, they reckon the water tare-grafs}, which the French call Folle Avoine, and 
which grows in plenty in their lakes, in ftagnant waters, and fometimes in rivers which 
flow flowly. They gather its feeds in O€tober, and prepare them in different ways, and 
chiefly as groats, which take almoft as well as rice. They make likewife many a de-, 
licious meal of the feveral kinds of walnuts, chefnuts, mulberries, acimine §, chin- 
quapins ||, hazel-nuts, peaches, wild prunes, grapes, whortle-berries of feveral forts, 
various kinds of medlars, black-berries, and other fruit and roots. But the fpecies of 
corn, fo common in what is called the Old World, were entirely unknown here before 
the arrival of the Europeans; nor do the Indians at prefent ever atrempt to cultivate 
them, though they fee the ufe which the Europeans make of the culture of them, and 
though they are fond of eating the difhes which are prepared of them. . 

Sept..27. Beavers are abundant all over North America, and they are one of the 
chief articles of the trade in Canada. The Indians live upon their flefh during a great 
part of the year. It is certain that thefe animals multiply very faft; but it is no lefs 
fo, that vaft numbers of them are annually killed, and that the Indians are obliged at 
prefent to undertake diftant journeys, in order to catch or fhoot them. ' Their decreaf- 
ing in number is very eafily accounted for ; becaufe the Indians, before the arrival of 
the Europeans, only caught as many as they found neceffary to clothe themfelves with, 
there being then no trade with the fkins. At prefent a number of fhips go annually 
to Europe, laden chiefly with beavers fkins ; the Englifh and French endeavour to out- 
do each other, by paying the Indians well for them, and this encourages the latter to 
extirpate thefe animals. Many people in Canada told me, that when they were young, 
all the rivers in the neighbourhood of Montreal, the river St. Lawrence not excepted, 
were full of beavers and their dykes; but at prefent they are extirpated in that 
quarter. 

Beaver-flefh is eaten not only by the Indians, but likewife by the Europeans, and 
efpecially the French, on their fafling days; for His Holinefs, in his fyftem, has ranged 
the beaver among the fifh. ‘The fleth is reckoned beft, if the beaver has lived upon 
vegetables, fuch as the afp, and the beaver-tree € ; but when he has eaten fifh, it does 
net tafte well. ‘To-day 1 tafted this flefh boiled, for the firft time; and though every 
bedy prefent, befides myfelf, thought it a delicious difh, yet I could not agree with 
them. Ithink it is eateble, but has nothing delicious. I: locks black when boiled, 
and has a pecular tafle. In order to prepare it well, it muft be boiled in feveral waters 
from morning till noon, that it may loofe the bad tafte it has. ‘The tail is likewife 
eaten, after it has been boiled in the fame manner, and roafted afterwards ; but it confifts 

- of fat only, though they would not call it fo; and cannot be fwallowed by one who is 


* Phafcoli. + Cucumis melo. Linn. t Zizania aquatica. Linn. 
§ Annona muricata. Linn. {{ Fagus pumila. Linn. § Magnolia glauca. . Linn. 
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not ufed to eat it. Sometimes, though but feldom, they catch beavers with white 
hair. . ; : 
Wine is almoft the only liquor which people above the vulgar are ufed to drink, 
They make a kind of fpruce-beer of the top of the white-fir*, which they drink in 
fummer ; but the ufe of it is nos general ; and it is feldom drank by people of quality. 
Thus great {ums go annually out of the country for wine; as they have no vines here 
of which they could make a liquor that is fit to be drank. The common people drink 
water ; for it is not yet cuftomary here to brew beer of malt; and there are no orchards 
large enough-to fupply the people with apples for making cyder. Some of the people 
of rank, who poffefs large orchards, fometimes, out of curiofity, get a fmall quantity of 
cyder made. The great people here, who are ufed from their youth to drink nothing 
but wine, are greatly at a lofs in time of war ; when all the fhips which brought wine 
are intercepted by the Englith privateers. ‘Towards the end of the laft war, they gave 
two hundred and fifty francs, and even one hundred ecus, for a barrique, or hogfhead, 
of wine. ; 

A middling horfe now cofts forty francs t and upwards; a good horfe is valued at 
an hundred francs, or more. A cow is fold for fifty francs ; but people can remember 
the time when they were fold for ten ecus {. A fheep cofts five or fix livres at prefent; 
but laft year, when every thing was dear, it coft eight or ten francs. A hog of one 
vear old, and two hundred, or an hundred and fifty pounds weight, is fold at fifteen 
francs. ‘ M. Couagne, the merchant, told me, that he had feen a hog of four hundred 
weight among the Indians. A chicken is fold for ten or twelve fols § ; and‘a turkey 
for twenty fols. A minot|| of wheat fold for an ecu laft year; but at prefent it coft forty 
fols. Maize is always of the fame price with wheat, becaufe here is but little of it; 
and it is all made ufe of by thofe who go to trade with the Indians., A minot of oats 
cofts fometimes from fifteen to twenty fols; but of late years it has been fold for 
twenty-fix, or thirty fols. Peafe bear always the fame price with wheat. A pound of 
butter cofts commonly about eight or ten fols; but laft year it rofe up to fixteen fols, 
A dozen of eggs ufed to coft but three fols; however, now are fold for five. They 
make no cheefe at Montreal; nor is there any to be had, except what is got from 
abroad. .A water-melon generally cofts five or fix fols; but, if of a large fize, from 
fifteen to twenty. 2 ‘ 

There are as yet no manufatures eftablifhed in Canada; probably, becaufe France 
will not lofe the advantage of felling off its own goods here. However, both the 
inhabitants of Canada, and the Indians, are very ill off for want of them, in times 
of war. 

‘Fhofe perfons who want to be married, muft have the confent of their ‘parents : 
however, the judge may give them leave to marry, if. the parents oppofe their union 
without any valid reafon. Likewife, if the man be thirty years of age, and the woman 
twenty-fix, they may marry, without farther waiting for their parents confent. 

Sept. 29th. This afternoon I went out of town, to the fouth-weft part of the ifls, 
in order to view the country, and the ceconomy of the people, and to colleé& feveral_ 
feeds. Juft before the town are fome fine fields, which were formerly cultivated, but 
now ferve as paftures. To the north-weft appears the high mountain which lies wett- 


* Apinette blanche. The way of brewing this beer is defcribed at large in the Memoire of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences, for the year 1751, p. Igo. 

+ Franc is the fame as livre; and twenty-two livres make a pound flerling. 

{ An ecu is three franes. § Twenty fols make one livre, 

{| French meafure, about the fame as two buthels in England. 
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ward of Montreal, and is very fertile, and covered with flelds and gardens from the 
bottom to the fymmit. On the fouth-eatt fide is the river St. Lawrence, which is very 
broad here; and on its fides are extenfive corn-fields and meadows, and fine houfes 
of ftone, which look white at a diftance. At a.great diftance fouth-eaftward, appear 
the two high mountains near Fort Chamblais, and fome others near Lake Champlain, 
raifing their tops abaye the woods. All the fields hereabouts are filled with ftones .of 
different fizes ; and among them there is frequently feen a black lime-ftone. About a 
French mile from the town, the high road goes along the river, which is on the left 
hand ; and on the right hand all the country is cultivated and inhabited. The farm- 
houfes are three, four, or five arpents diftant from each other. The. hills near the 
river are generally high and pretty fteep ; they confift of earth ; and the fields below 
them are filled with pieces of rock-ftone, and of black lime-flate. About two French 
miles from Montreal, the river runs very rapidly, and is fuli of ftones; in fome 
places there are fome waves. However, thofe who go in boats into the fouthern parts 
of Canada, are obliged to work through fuch places. 

Wild-geefe and ducks began to migrate in great flocks 
countries. 

OGtober 2d. The two preceding days, and this, I employed chiefly in collect.’ 
ing feeds. 

othe laft night’s froft had caufed a great alteration in feveral trees. Walnut-trees of 
all forts fhed their leaves in plenty now. The flowers of a kind of nettle * were all 
entirely killed by the froft. ‘The leaves of the American lime-tree were likewife 
damaged. In the kitchen-gardens the leaves of the melons were all killed by the froft ; 
however, the beech, oak, and birch, did: not feem to have fuffered at all. The fields 
were all covered with a hoar-froft. The ice in the pools of water was a geometrical 
line and a half in thicknefs. : ; : 

The biennial cenotherat grows in abundance on open woody hills, and fallow — 
fields. An old Frenchman, who accompanied me as I was colleéting its feeds, could 
not fufficiently praife its property of healing wounds, The leaves of the plant mutt be 
crufhed, and then laid on the wound. 

Sceurs de Congregation are a kind of religious women, different from nuns. They 
do not live in a convent, but have houfes both in the town and country. They go 
where they pleafe, and are even allowed to marry, if an opportunity offers; but this, I 
am told, happens very feldom. In many places in the country, there are two or more 
of them: they have their houfe commonly near a church, and generally the parfonage- 
houfe is on the other fide of the church. Their bufinefs is to inftruét young girls in 
the Chriftian religion, to teach them reading, writing, needle-work, and other female 
accomplifhments. People of fortune board their daughters with them for fome time, 
They have their boarding, lodging, beds, inftruction, and whatever elfe they want, 
upon very reafonable terms. The houfe where the whole community of thefe ladies 
live, and from whence they are fent out into the country, is at Montreal. A lady that 
wants to become incorporated among them, muft pay a confiderable fum of money 
towards the common ftock ;'and fome people reckon it to be four thoufand livres, If 
a perfon be once received, fhe is fure of a fubfiftence during her life-time. 

La Chine is a fine village, three French miles to the fouth-eaft of Montreal, but on 

~the fame ifle, clofe to the river St. Lawrence. The farm-houfes lie along the river fide, 
about four or five arpents from each other. Here is a fine church of ftone, with 3 


to the fouthern 


® Unrtica divaricata. Linn. + Ocnothera biennis. Linn, 
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{mall fteeple ; and the whole placé has a very agreeblé fituation. Its name is faid to 
have had the following origin. As the unfortunate M. Salée was here, who was after- 
wards murdered by his own countrymen further up in the country, he was very intent 
upon difcovering a fhorter road to China, by means of the river St. Lawrence. He 
talked of nothing at that time but his new fhort way to China; but as his project of 
undertaking this journey, in order to make this difcovery, was {topped by an accident 
which happened to him here, and he did not that time come ae nearer China, this 
place got its name, as it were, by way of joke. 

This evening I returned to Montreal. . 

O&. sth. Lhe governor-general at Quebec is, as I have already mentioned before, 
the chief comminder in Canada. Next to him is the intendant at Quebec ; then follows 
the governor of Montreal, and after him the governor of Trois Rivieres. The 
intendant has the greateft power next to the governor-general ; he pays all the money 
of government, and is prefident of the board of finances, and of the court of juftice in 
this country. He is, however, under the governor-general, for if he refufes to do any 
thing to which he feems obliged by his office, the governor-general can give him orders 
to do it, which he muft obey. He is allowed, however, to appeal to the government 
in France. In each of the capital towns, the governor is the higheft perfon, then the 
lieutenant-general, next to him a major, and after him the captains. The governor- 
general gives the firft orders in all matters of confequence. When he comes to ‘Trois 
Rivieres and Montreal, the power of the governor ceafes, becaufe he always commands 
where he is. ‘The governor-general commonly goes’to Montreal once every year, and 
moftly in winter; and during his abfence from Quebec, the lieutenant-general com- 
mands there. When the governor-general dies, or go to France, before a new one is 
come in his {tead, the governor of Montreal goes to Quebec, to command in the mean 
while, leaving the major to command at Montreal. 

One or two of the king’s thips are annually fent from France to Canada, carrying 
recruits to fupply the places of thofe foldiers, who either died in the fervice, or have 
got leave to fettle in the country, and turn farmers, or to return to France. Almoft 
every year they fend a hundred, or a hundred and fifty people over in this manner. 
‘With thefe people they likewife fend over a great number of perfons who have been 
found guilty of fmuggling in France. They were formerly condemned to the gallies, 
but at prefent they fend them to the colonies, where they are freeas foon as they arrive, 
and can choofe what manner of life they pleafe, but are never allowed to go out of the 
country without the king’s fpecial licence. The king’s fhips likewife bring a great 
quantity of merchandizes which the king has bought, in order to be diftributed among 
the Indians on certain occafions. The inhabitants of Canada pay very little to the 
king. In the year 1748, a beginning was however made by laying a duty of three 
per cent. on all French goods imported by the merchants of Canada. A regulation 
was likewife made at that time, that all the furs and ikins exported to France from 
hence, fhould pay a certain duty; but what is carried to the colonies pays nothing. 
‘The merchants of all parts of France and its colonies, are a'lowed to fend {hips with 
goods to this place; and the Quebec merchants are at liberty likewife to fend their ~ 
goods to any placein France, and its colonies. But the merchants at Quebec have but 
few fhips, becaufe the failors wages are very high. The towns in France which chiefly 
trade with Canada, are Rochelle and Bourdeaux; next to them are Marfeilles, 
Nantes, Havre de Grace, St. Malo, and others. The king’s fhips which bring goods 
to this country, come either from Breft or from Rochefort. The merchants at 
Quebec fend flour, wheat, peafe, wooden utenfils, &c. on their own bottoms, to the 

“zuUa French 


yoo~r | KALM’S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 

French poffeffions in the Weft Indies. The'walls round Montreal were built in 1738, 
at the king’s expence, on condition the inhabitants fhould, little by litde, pay off the 
coft to the king. The town at prefent pays annually fix thoufand livres for them to 
government, of which two thoufand are given by the feminary of priefts. At Quebec 
the walls have likewife been built at the king’s expence, but he did not re-demand the 
expence of the inhabitants, becaufe they had already the duty upon goods to pay as 
above mentioncd. The beaver-trade belongs folely to the Indian company in France, 
and nobody is allowed to carry it on here, befides the people appointed by that ‘com. 
pany. Every other fur tradeis open to every body. There are feveral places among 
the Indians far in the country, where the French have ftores of their goods; and 
thefe places they call les poftes. The king has no other fortreffés in Canada than 
Quebec, Fort Chamblais, Fort St. Jean, Fort St. Frederick, or Crownpoint, Mont- 
yeal, Frontenac, and Niagara. All other places belong to private perfons. The 
king keeps the Niagara trade all to himfelf. Everyone who -intends to go to trade 
with the Indians muft have a licence from the governor-general, for which he muft 
pay a fum according as the place he is going to is more or lefs adyantageous for trade. 
A merchant who fends out a boat laden with all forts of goods, and four or five per~ 
fons with it, is obliged to give five or fix hundred livres for the permiffion; and 
there are places for which they give a thoufand livres. Sometimes one cannot buy the 
licence to go to a certain trading place, becaufe the governor-general has granted, or 
intends to grant it to fome acquaintance or relation of his, The money arifing from the 
granting of licences belongs to the governor-general. 
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. . | 


HE two former Editions of thefe Travels were publifhed, one immediately after 

the other, at a moment, when events of the greateft magnitude, and importance 

to this country, were depending ; and when the minds of fen were extremely agitated 
and alarmed for the fate of the Britifh Empire. A rupture between Great Britain and 
her American Colonies was ferioufly apprehended: and as men forefaw, or at leaft 
fancied they forefaw, very calamitous confequences arifing from fo difaftrous an event, 
it was generally wifhed that the evil might, if poffible, be prevented ; and a reconcilia- 
tion happily effected, before matters were carried to extremity. The author, flattered 
by his friends, and perhaps a little alfo by vanity, prefumed to hope, that the publica- 
tion of his tour through the Middle Settlements in, North America might, in fome 
degree, conduce to this defirable end: and as the meafures to be adopted by Govern- 
ment were at that time under the deliberation of Parliament, it was thought expedient 
to fubmit it to the public, before any refolutions were formed that might eventually 
be decifive of the fate of the Britifh Empire. There was not time, therefore, to 
publifh the work in fo full and correét a manner, as the materials in the author’s pof- 
feffion would otherwife have enabled him to do. He confined himfelf to general, and 
what he judged leading, circumftances; and poftponed the infertion of others to more 
favourable and tranquil times. The two former editions, however, being now entirely 
out of print, he deems it expedient to publifh a third edition, revifed, corrected, and 
greatly enlarged by the infertion of new matter ; particularly by feveral ftatiftical tables 
referring to the commerce of America; and fome authentic memoirs of Thomas ‘ate 
Lord Fairfax, and of the feveral branches of that noble houfe now domiciliated in Vir 
ginia; both of which have been derived from the beft and moft unqueftionable 
authority.—The work for thefe reafons, and from its being almoft the only account of 
the Middle Settlements, during the period of their happieft and moft flourifhing ftate, 
may poffibly, notwithftanding the feparation that has fince taken place, be ftill intereft- 
ing; at leaft to individuals : and the author offers the prefent edition to the public, with 
the fame affurance as he did the formér ones; viz. that he believes the contents to be 


* Edition 3. London, 1798, 4to. 
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ftritly and literally true. If, however, fome flight errors may accidentally and 
undefignedly have been committed, and any one will have the goodnels to point them 
out, the author will think himfelf highly obliged by the information, and will avail 
himfelf of the firft opportunity to acknowledge and correé& them. x 

The aftonifhing events that have taken place fince the publication of the two former 
editions, will probably expofe the author’s opinion concerning the termination and final 
iffue of the Ame.ican conteft to animadverfion: but in vindication of himfelf, he muft 
be permitted to obferve,— 

That it was not within the fphere of calculation to fuppofe, 

ift. That the Britith miniftry would perfift in requiring unconditional fubmiffion 
from ‘the colonies, till it was too late to recede; and the opportunity ‘was loft, and for 
ever gone by: 

adly. That when coercive meafures had been refolved upon, they would have been 
inforced in fo ruinous and fo ineffeCtual a manner : 

gdly. That, during the war, any member in oppofition would have declared publicly, 
that he correfponded with, and wifhed fuccefs to, the Americans, then in arms again{t 
the king : 

Still Tels was it within the fphere of calculation to fuppofe, : 
That France, though it might be expected that fhe would fo far interfere in the conte 
as to endeavour to diftrefs and embarrafs this country, would fend troops. to America, to, 
the irreparable ruin of her own finances, in order to make the Americans free and inde- 

pendent ftates. ’ 

Leaft of all was it within the fphere of calculation to fuppofe, 

That Spain would join in a plan inevitably leading, though by flow and imperceptible” 
fteps, to the final lofs of all her rich poffeffions in South America. : : 

There were indeed enlightened minds both in France and in Spain, who forefaw 
what has fince happened, and who deprecated any interference in the difpute, and 
recommended the obfervance of a ftri& neutrality: And the unfortunate Lewis the 
fixteenth himfelf is faid to have fhewn the greateft repugnance to the treaty with the 
Americans ; and to have declared in the bitternefs of forrow, when he figned it, that he 
had figned the warrant for his own ruin and deftruétion. 

In Auguft 1792, the author was at Cologne; and there accidentally falling in with 
the Duke of Bourbon, and feveral French noblemen of his fuite, the converfation 
naturally turned upon the fituation and affairs of France ; and the author exprefling 
his furprife at the impolicy of the French miniftry in engaging fo deeply in the Ameri- 
can war, and deducing from thence the prefent miferies of France, one of the courtiers 
with great emotion exclaimed,—“ Ah monfieur, c’eft bien vrai; nous avons mal 
calculé !”—But the die is caft, and it is too late to moralize. 

The reader will doubtlefs be furprifed, when the author declares, that he has not 
altered his fentiments fince the year 1775, in regard to the American war and its con- 
fequences. He ftill thinks, that the feparation might, in the firft inftance, have been 
prevented: that coercive meafures, when refolved upon, might have been inforced, 
comparatively fpeaking, without bloodfhed ; and with great probability of fuccefs: that 
the prefent union of the American ftates will not be permanent or laft for any confider-. 

_able length of time : that that extenfive country muft neceffarily be divided into feparate 
{tates and kingdoms: and that America will never, at leaft for many ages, become 
formidable to Europe; or acquire, what has been fo frequently predicted, univerfal 
empire. The author thinks he could affign plaufible reafons at leaft for thefe various 
opinions ; but it is better that they fhould be configned to oblivion. The wife Difpofer 
of events has decreed, that America fhall be independent of Great Britain : that ne 
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fo, may ultimately perhaps be advantageous to both countries ; at leaft it will be owing 
to excefs of folly if it be highly difadvantageous to either. Let us fupplicate Heaven 
to unite them in permanent friendfhip and affection ; and to preferve inviolate that alli- 
ance, that harmony and- connexion, which religion, moral habits, language, intereft, 
origin, and innumerable other confiderations, can never ceafe to point out and recom- 
mend to them. 


ee 


INTRODUCTION. 


A FEW days before I embarked for America, being in a coffee-houfe with fome 
friends, and .difcourfing of things relative to that country, an elderly gentleman ad- 
vancing towards the box where we were fitting, addreffed himfelf to me in the 
following manner: “Sir,” faid he, “ you are young, and juft entering into the world ; 
I am old, and upon the point of leaving it: allow me therefore to give you one piece 
of advice, which is the refult of experience ; and which may poffibly, fome time or 
other, be of ufe to you. You are going to a country where every thing will appear 
new and wonderful to you ; but it will appear fo only for a while ; for the novelty of 
it will daily wear off ; and in time it will grow quite familiar to you. Let me, there- 
fore, recommend to you to note in your pocket-book every circumftance that may 
make an impreffion upon you ; for. be aflured, fir, though it may afterward appear 
familiar and uninterefting to yourfelf, it will not appear fo to your friends, who have 
never vifited that country, for they will be entertained by it.” 

The following obfervations were “the refult of this advice: they were written upon 
the feveral {pots to which they refer; and were intended for no other purpofe, than 
that of ferving as memorandums. They appeared, by the time I returned to Europe, 
according to the gentleman’s prediction, fo very familiar to me, that J {carcely thought 
them deferving of the perufal of my friends. Some of thefe, however, were fo oblig. 
ing as to beftow upon them that trouble ; and it is by their advice, and the confideration 
of the prefent critical fituation of affairs, that | now fubmit them to the judgment of 
the public. —Whatever may be their merit, which I fear is but fmall, I can affure the 
reader of one thing, I believe they are generally true. They are the fruit of the moft 
impartial inquiries, and beft intelligence, that I was able to procure in the different 
colonies which I vifited. If I have been led into any error, or have mifreprefented any- 
thing, it has been undefignedly : a fpirit of party is univerfally prevalent in America, 
and it is not always an ealy matter to arrive at the knowledge of truth: but I believe, 
in general, I have been pretty fuccefsful. I converfed indifcriminately with perfons of 
all parties ; and endeavoured, by allowing for prejudices and collating their different 
accounts, to get at the true one. If I have any doubt myfelf about any particular part 
of the following obfervations (and it is one in which I wifh I may be found to have 
been mifinformed), it is that which relates to the character of the Rhode Iflanders. 
I was exceedingly ill at that place, and had not the fame opportunity of procuring inz 
formation as elfewhere. Iconverfed with but few gentlemen, and they were principally 
of one party ; but they were gentlemen of fuch univerfal good character, that I could 
not but rely in fome meafure on the accounts with which they favoured me. Some 
allowance, however, I did make for prejudice; and I am defirous that the reader 
fhould make a ftill larger one; indeed, I fhould be happy to ftand correéted in regard 
to what I have faid of that people, as no one can have lefs pleafure in fpeaking un- 
favourably of mankind than myfelf. 

, I have 
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Lhave ftudioufly avoided all technical or {cientific terms; fuch to the informed 
yeader are unneceflary, to the uninformed one they are unintelligible and perplexing: 
in relations of this kind, they have always an appearance of affeCtation and pe- 
dantry. : E ; 

For the moft valuable part of the following colleétion, I mea” the Diary * of the 
Weather, I am evtirely indebted to my efteemed friend, Francis Fauquier, £fq. fon of 
the late worthy lieutenant-governor of Virginia ; who very obligingly tran{mitted it to 
me from William{burg, while I refided, as chaplain to the Britith fattory, at Leghorn ; 
and has allowed me to make the ufe of it which I have here done. 

The prefent unhappy differences fubfifting amonglt us, with regard to America, will, 
Lam fenfible, expofe the publication of this actount to much cenfure and criticifm ; 
but I can truly aver, that I have been led to it by no party motive whatfoever. My 
fir(t attachment, as it is natural, is to my native country ; my next is to America; and 
fuch is my affection for both, that. I-hope nothing will ever happen to diffolve that 
union, which is neceflary to their common happinefs. Let every Englifhman and Ame- 
rican, but for a moment or two, fubftitute themfelves in each other’s place, and, I 
think, a mode of reconciliation will foon take effet. — Every American will then per- 
ceive the reafonablenefs of acknowledging the fupremacy of the Britith legiflature ; 
and every Englifhman, perhaps, the hardfhip of being taxed where there is no repre- 
fentation, or affent. ‘ 

There is fcarcely any fuch thing, I believe, as a perfect government ; and folecifms 
are to be found in all. The prefent difputes are feemingly the refult of one. — 
Nothing can be more undeniable than the fupemacy of parliament over the mdtt 
diftant branches of the Britifh empire: for although the King being efteemed, in the 

_ eye of the law, the original proprietor of all the lands in the kingdom ; all lands, upon 
defect of heirs to fucceed to an inheritance, efcheat to the King ; and all new difco- 
vered lands veft in him: yet in neither cafe.can he exempt them from the jurfdiction 
of the legiflature of the kingdom. 

He may grant them, under leafes or charters, to individuals or companies; with 
liberty of making rules and regulations for the internal government and improvement 
of them; but fuch regulations muft ever be confiftent with the laws of the kingdom, 
and fubjeé to their controul. : 

On the other hand, I am extremely dubious, whether it be confiftent with the gene- 
yal principles of liberty (with thofe of the Britith conftitution I think it is not) to tax 
where there is no reprefentation : the arguments hitherto adduced from Manchefter 
and Birmingham, and other great towns, not having reprefentatives, are foreign to the 
fubjedt ; at leaft they are by no means equal to it; — for every inhabitant, poflefled of 
forty {hillings freehold, has a vote in the election of members for the county : but it 
is not the perfons, but the property of men that is taxed, and there is not a foot of 
property in this kingdom, that is not reprefented. 

_It appears then, that certain principles exift in the Britifh conftitution, which mili- 
tate with each other ; the reafon of their doing fo is evident ; it was never fuppofed 
that they would extend beyond the limits of Great Britain, or affect fo diftant a coun- 
try as America. It is much to be withed, therefore, that fome expedient could “be 
thought of to reconcile them. 

‘The conduét of the feveral adminiftrations, that have had the diretion of the affairs 
of this kingdom, has been reciprocally arraigned ; but, I think, without reafon ; for, 


* See Appendix, No. 5. [Orig. Edit.] 
If all 
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all things confidered,-an impartial and difpaffionate mind: will find many excufes to 
alledge in juftification of each. —The feweft, I am afraid, are to be pleaded in favour 
of the Americans; for they fettled in America under charters, which exprefsly re- 
ferved to the Britith parliament the authority, whether confiftent or not egnfiftent, now 
afferted. Although, therefore, they had a right to make humble réptefentations to 
His Majefty in parliament, and to fhew the impropriety and inconvenierce of enforcing 
{uch principles, yet they had certainly no right to oppofe them. 

Expedients may {till be found, it is to be hoped, however, to conciliate the prefent un- 
happy differences, and-reftore harmony again between Great Britain and her colonies 5 
but whatever meafures may be adopted by parliament, itis the duty and intereft of Ame- 
rica to {ubmit. — But it-is impertinent to enter any farther into the difcuffion of a 
fubject, which is at this time under the deliberation of the fupreme council of the 
nation. J will therefore conclude with a fincere prayer, that whatever meafures may 
be adopted, they may be different in their iffue from what the fears of men generally 
lead them to preconceive ; and that, if they be coercive ones, they may be enforced, 
which, I am perfuaded, is praéticable, without the effufion of blood : if lenient 
ones, which are preferable, and which I think equally practicable, conceded without 
any lofs or diminution of the dignity or intcreft of this kingdom. 

Greenwich, G 
"Jan. 23, .1775+ 


——e 
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Oo” Friday the 27th of April 1759, I embarked, in company with feveral North 
; American gentlemen, on board the Difpatch, Captain Necks, for Virginia ; and 
the next day we fet fail from Spithead, under convoy of His Majelty’s fhip the Lynn, 
Captain Sterling, commander, with thirty-three fail of trading veflels. We came to 
an anchor in the evening in Yarmouth Road, and the next day failed with a frefh 
eafterly wind through the Needles. 

April 30. We paffed by the Lizard, and in the evening difcovered a fail, which 

. proved to be an Englifh floop laden with corn. She had been taken by a French 
privateer, and was {teering for France: there were three Frenchmen and one Englifh- 
man on board. The commodore fent fome hands to her, with orders to carry her to 
Penzance, 

Mayr. Thick, hazy weather with a fair wind., A large fhip paffed through the 
fleet about four o’clock in the afternoon: and in the evening another veffel bore down 
upon the fternmoft fhips, and fpoke with them. 

May 2. Fair, pleafant weather. The next day we found by our reckoning that we 
had made a hundred lezgues from the Land’s End. : 

May 4. Strong, violent gales at north-and-by-weft. In the evening the Molly,- 
Captain Chew, had her main-top-maft carried away, and hoifted a fignal of diftrefs. 

May 5. From this time to the 14th, nothing remarkable happened: the wind was 
feldom fair; but the weather being moderate, we made frequent vifits, and pafled our_ 
time very agreeably. 

May 14. Captain Necks fell ill of a fever, and continued indifpofed feveral days : 
he began to mend about the 17th. 

VOL. XIII. 4x May 
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May 19. In the afternoon, a fudden and violent fquall from the north-weft obliged 
us to lye-to under our reefed main-fail: it continued to increafe, and blew a ftorm for 
about thirty-fix hours, when it began to moderate. > 

May 21. We made {ail in the afternoon, with four fhips in company ; and the 
next day in the evening were joined by eighteen more? From that time fo the 28th, 
nothing remarkable happened : we had generally pleafant weather, but adverfe winds. 
We frequently vifited ; and were much entertained with feeing grampufes, turtles, 
bonetas, porpoifes, flying and other fifh, common in the Atlantic. 

May 28. We difcovered a large fail: the dire€ted her courfe towards the eaft. 
‘We fuppofed her to be an Englith man of war going exprefs. She carried three top- 
gallant fails. 

May 31. We fpokewith a floop bound from Antigua to London. She acquainted 
the commodore with the agreeable news. of His Majefty’s forces at Guadaloupe having 
reduced that whole ifland under fubje¢tion to the Britifh government. ‘The wind {till 
continued unfavourable. 

June 5. We fpoke with a fnow from Caroliria, which informed the commodore, 
that a French frigate was cruizing off the Capes of Virginia. From that time to the 
11th, we had nothing remarkable. The wind was generally from weft to north-welt, 
and there were frequent {qualls with lightning. We faw feveral bonetas, grampules, 
albicores, and fith of different kinds. . 

June 11. The water appeared difcoloured ; and we concluded that we were upon 
the Banks of Newfoundland: we caft the lead, but found no ground. The weather 
was thick and hazy. Nothing remarkable happened from this time to the 3d of July : 
we had pleafant weather, though now and then fqualls with lightning. Wee fell in with 
feveral currents and had variable winds, 

July 3. We had fine weather, with a gentle breeze at norih-weft. We were now, 
according to the commodore’s reckoning, (which we afterward found to be true) about 
fixty leagues from land. The air was richly fcented with the fragrance of the pine- 
trees. ‘ 

July 4. We faw a great many floops, from whence we imagined that we were near 
the coaft, The wind was at eaft-by-north. 

July 5. About fix in the morning we caught fome green fifh : upon this we found- 

_ed, and found eighteen fathom water. At ten we difcovered land, which proved to 
be Cape Charles; and about three hours afterward failed through the capes into 
Chefapeak Bay. The commodore tock his leave to go upon a cruife ; and at eight in 
the evening we came to an anchor in York river, after a tedious and difagreeable voy- 
age of almoft ten weeks. . 

The next morning, having hired a chaife at York, a {mall inconfiderable town, I 
went to Williamfburg, about twelve miles diftant. The road is exceedingly pleafant, 
through fome of the fineft tobacco plantations * in North America, with a beautiful 
view of the river and woods of great extent. 

7 Williamfburg 


* "The tobacco growing upon York river, is efteemed fuperior to any other in North America 5 particu- 
larly that which is raifed upon the plantations belonging to Colonel Edward Diggs, which is faid to have a 
favour excelling all others. Of the growth of one plantation, diftinguifhed from the reft, the tobacco is 
in fuch bigheft imation, that Colonel Diggs puts upon every hogfhead in which it is packed, the initials of 


his name; and it is from thence called the E. D, tobacco, and fells for a proportionably higher, ee 
Ore 
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Williamfburg is the capital of Virginia: it is fit@ated between two creeks: one 
falling into Jamies, the other into York river; and is built nearly due eaft and ‘weft. 
The diftance of each landing-place is fomething more than a mile from the towns 
which, with the difadvantage of not being able to bring up large veffels, is the reafon 
of its not having increafed fo faft as might have been expected. It confifts of about 
two hundred houfes, does not contain more than one thoufand fouls, whites and ne- 
groes ; and is far from being a place of any confequence. It is regmlarly laid out in 
parallel ftreets, interfeéted by others at right angles ; has a handfome f{quare in the 
center, through which runs the principal ftreet, one of the moft fpacious in North 
America, three quarters of a mile in length, and above a hundred fect wide. At the 
oppofite ends of this {treet are two public buildings, the college and the capitol ; and 
although the houfes are of wood, covered with fhingles*, and but indifferently built, 
the whole makes a handfome appearance. There are few public edifices that deferve 
to be taken notice of; thofe, which I have mentioned, are the principal ; and they’ 
are far from being magnificent. The governor’s palace is tolerably good, one of the 
beft upon the continent ; but the church, the prifon, and the other buildings, are all‘ 
of them extremely indifferent. The ftreets are not paved, and are confequently very 
dufty, the foil hereabout confifting chiefly of fand : -however, the fituation of Williamf- 
burg has one advantage, which few or no places in thefe lower parts have ; that of 
heing free from mufquitoes, Upon the whole, it is an agreeable refidence ; there 
are ten or twelve gentlemen’s families conftantly refiding in it, befides merchants and 
tradefmen ; and at the times of the affemblies, and general courts, it is crowded with 
the gentry of the country : on thofe occafions there are balls and other amufements ; 
but as foon as the bufinefs is finifhed, they return to their plantations ; and the town is 
in a manner deferted f. 

The fituation of Virginia (according to Evans’s map) is between the 36th and 4oth 
degree of north latitude, and about 76 degrees weft longitude from London j. It is 
bounded on the north by the river Potowmac, on the eaft by the Atlantic Ocean, by- 
Carolina on the fouth, and, to include only what is inhabited, by the great Alleghenny 
on the weft. 








Some time ago, Colonel Diggs having a tra&t of land, feemingly of the fame quality, and under the fame 
expofure and afpect as the plantation producing the I’, D. tobacco, from which it was feparated only by 
a {mall rill of water, he directed it to be planted ; and as the produce was apparently fimilar in quality, 
colour, flavour, and every other particular, he thought himteif warranted to delineate E. D. upon the 
hog fheads in which it was packed, Accordingly, it was fent to market with this recommendatory mark or 
token. But fome time after, he received a letter from his factor or merchant in London, informing him 
that his infpe€tor or agent had been guilty of fome great overfight or error, as the tobacco contained in 
certain cafks, which he {pecified, though masked with E, D., was ofa different and very inferior quality to 
that commodity ; and that if the fame fault fhould be again committed, it would ruin the reputation and fale 
of the E. D. tobacco. tis to be obferved, that the foil or mould had been carefully analifed and examined 
previous to its being planted ; and that not the {malleft difference could be perceived between that of the 
old and new plantation, The experiment, it will eafily be believed, was not repeated. 
* Thefe are formed in the fhape of tiles, and are generally made of white cedar or of cyprefa, - 
Since the revolation, the feat.of government has been removed to Richmond, a town fituated juit 
below the falls of James river. ‘ 
Mr. Ebeling, of Hamburgh, ina note to the German tranflation of this work, fays, ¢* Virginia is 
fituated between 37 and 4o degrees of north latitude, and extends from 77 to 81 degrees weft longitude 
from London ;” but I believe he is miftaken, for the lateft and beft maps generally agree with Mr. Evans 
in regard to the fituation he has given to this country ; at leaft, they approximate nearer to the account 
Jere given than to that of Mr, Ebeling. 2 
4X2 The 


708 ~ . BURNABY’S TRAVELS IN. NORTH AMERICA, 


The climate is extremely fil, though fubje& to violent heats in the fummer: Faren- 
heit’s thermometer being generally for three months from 85 to 5 degrees high. - 
The other feafons, however, make ample amends for this inconvenience: for the 
autumns and fprings are delightful ; and the winters are fo mild and ferene (though 
there are now and then exceffively cold days) as fearcely to require a fire. The only 
complaint that a perfon can reafonably make, is, of the very fudden changes to which 
the weather is liable; for this being entirely regulated by the winds, is exceedingly 
variable. Southerly winds are productive of heat, northerly of cold, and eafterly of 
rain; whence it is no uncommon thing for the thermometer to fall many degrees ina 
very few hours; und, after a warm day, to have fuch fevere cold, as to freeze over 
‘a river a mile broad in one night’s time*. In fummer there are frequent and violent 
gufts, with thunder and lightning; but as the country is very thinly inhabited, and 
moft of the gentry have electrical rods to their houfes, they are not attended with many 
fatal accidents. Now and then, indced, fome of the negroes lofe their lives ; and it is 
not uncommon ‘in the woods, to fee trees torn and riven to pieces by their fury and 


. violence. A remarkable circumftance happened fome years ago at York, which is 


well attefted : a perfon ftanding at his door during a thunder guft, was unfortunately 
killed ; there was an intermediate tree at fome diftance, which was {truck at the fame 
time ; and when they came to examine the’body, they found the tree delineated upon 
it in miniature. Part of the body was livid, but that which was covered by the tree 
was of its natural colour Tt. , 

I believeno country has more certainly proved the efficacy of elettrical rods, than 
this: before the difcovery of them, thefe gufts were frequently produétive of melan- 
chaly confequences ; but nowit is rare to hear of fuch inftances. It is obfervable that 
no houfe was ever ftruck, where they were fixed ; and although it has frequently hap- 
pened that the rods themfelves have been melted, or broken to pieces, and the houfes 
feorched or difcoloured along the fides of them, which manifefted that they had re- 
ceived the {troke, but that the quantity of lightning was too great to be carried off by 
the conda€tor, yet never has any misfortune happened; fuch a direétion having been 
given to the lightning, as to prevent any danger or ill confequence. Thefe circum~ 
ftances, one would imagine, fhould induce every perfon to get over thofe prejudices 
which many have entertained ; and to confider the negle@, rather than the ufe, of them 
as criminal, fince they feem to be means put into our hands by Providence, for our 

fafety and protection. 

‘The foil of Virginiais in general good. There are barrens where the lands produce 
nothing but pine-trees ; but taking the whole traét together, it is certainly fertile. 
The low grounds upon the rivers and creeks are exceedingly rich, being loam inter- 
mingled with fand: and the higher you go up into the country, towards the mountains, 
the value of the land increafes; for it grows more ftrong, and confifls of a deeper | 
clay. . 

Virginie, in its natural ftate, produces great quantities of fruits and medicinal plants, 
with trees and flowers of infinitely various kinds. ‘Yobacco and Indian corn are the 
original produce of the country; likewife the pigeon-berry, and rattle-{nake-root fo 


* Onthe oth of December, 1759, being upqp a vifit to Colonel Wafhington, at Mount-Vernon, 
upon the viver Potowmac, where the river is two miles broad, 1 was greatly furpfifed to find it entirely 
frozen over in the fpace of one night, when the preceding day had been mild and temperate. 

+ Lhave related this circumftance upon the authority of the honourable John Blair, Prefident of the 
Council of Virginia, who mentioned it as ¢ well-known faz but it appears fo improbable and unphilo- 
fophical, that I do not pledge my felf for the truth of it. 

- efteemed 
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», efteemed in all ulcerous and pleuritical complaints: ‘grapes, ftrawberries, hiccory 

“nuts, mulberries, chefnuts, and feveral other fruits, grow wild and {pontaneoufly.. :, 

’  Befides trees and flowers of an ordinary nature, the woods produce myrtles, cedars, 
cyprefles, fugar-trees, firs of different forts, and no lefs than feven or eight kinds of 
oak ; they are likewife adorned and beautified with red-flowering maples, faffafras- 

. trees, dog-wcods, acacias, red-bitds, fcarlet-flowering chefnuts, fringe-trees, flowering 
poplars, umbrellas, magnolias, yellow jafamines, chamcedaphnes, pacoens, atamufco- 
lilies, May-apples, and innumerable other forts; fo that one may reafonably affert that 
no country ever appeared with greater elegance or beauty. 

Not to notice too the almoft numberlefs creeks and rivulets which every where 
abound, itis watered by four large rivers of fuch fafe navigation, and fuch noble and 
majeftic appearance, as cannot be exceeded,. perhaps, in the whole knowr world. 

James river, which was formerly called Powhatan, from its having been the feat of 
that emperor, is feven miles broad at the mouth, navigable to the falls (above 150 

» miles) for veffels of large burden, and, thence to the mountains for fmall craft and 
canoes. 

’-. The falls are in length about fix or feven miles: they confift of innumerable breaks 
of water, owing to the obftruétion of the current by an infinite number of rocks, which 

‘are feattered over the bed of the river; and form a moft picturefque and beautiful 
cafcade, : 

“The honourable Colonel Byrd has a fmall place called Belvedere, upon a hill at the 

_ lower end of thefe falls, as romantic and elegant as any thing I have ever feen. It is 
fituated very high, and commands a fine profpect of the river, which is half a mile 
broad, forming cataracts in the manner above defcribed ; there are feveral little iflands 
{cattered carelefsly about, very rocky, afd covered with trees ; and two or three vil-. 
lages * in view ata fmall diftance. Over all thefe you difcover a prodigious extent of 
wildernefs, and the river winding majettically along through the midft of it. 

York river, for about forty miles, to a place called Welt Point, is confined in one 
channel about two miles broad: it flows ina very direct courfe, making but one angle, 
and that an inconfiderable one, daring the whole way. At Weit Point it forks, and 
divides itfelf into two branches ; the fouthward called Pamuaky; the northward Mat- 
tapony: each of thefe branches, including the windings and meanders of the river, is 
navigable feventy or eighty miles, and a confiderable way of this fpace for large 
fhips. 

The Rappahannoc is navigable to the fails, which are a mile above Frederictburg, 
and about 110 from the bay. Veffels of large burden may come up to this place ; 
and {mall craft and canoes may be carried up much higher. 

The Potowmac is one of the fineft rivers in North America: it ist ten miles broad 
at the mouth, navigable above 200 miles, to Alexandria, for: men of war; ‘and, 
allowing fora few carrying places, for canoes above 200 farther, tothe very branches 

' of the Ohio. Colonel Bouquet, a Swifs gentgman in the Royal Amevicans, came 

down this autumn from Fort Cumberland { to Shenando with very little difficulty ; 


* Amongt the reft, Richmond, the prey feat of government. 

+ .The Potowmac, according to Mr. JefferfOn, is only feven and a half miles broad at its mouth, and 
pethaps his account may be founded upon better authority thas my own. I had no opportunity of 
afcertaining the fa&t, and the flatement which I have made refts entirely upon the credibility of thofe - 
Virginian gentlemen, who favoured me with the information, and who, Iam perfuaded, did not inten- 
tionally miflead me; though jit is poffible they might be miitaken, 

} The diftance from Fort Cumberland to Shenando is above 100 miles ; from Shenando to the great 
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whence to the great falls, I have been told, a navigation might eafily be effected : fo 
that this river feems to promife to be of as great confequence as any in North 
America. 

In all thefe rivers the tide flows as far as the falls, and at Alexandria it rifes between 
two and three feet. They difcharge themfelves into Chefapeak Bay, one of the fineft 
in the world, which runs a great way up the country into Maryland; is from ten to 
twenty miles broad; navigable near a hundred leagues for veffels of almoft any burden ; 
and receives into its bofom at leaft twenty great rivers. * 

Thefe waters are ftored with incredible quantities of fith, fuch as fheeps-heads, rock- 
fifth, drums, white pearch, herrings, oyfters, crabs, and feveral other forts. Sturgeon 
and fhad are in fuch prodigious numbers, that one day, within the fpace of two miles 
only, fome gentlemen in canoes, caught above 600 of the former-with hooks, which 
they let down to the bottom, and drew up at a venture when they perceived them to 
rub againft a fith ; and of the latter above 5,000 have been caught ar one fingle haul 
of the feine. 

In the mountains there are very rich veins of ore ; fome mines having been already 
opened which turn to great account ; particularly Spotfwood’s iron mines upon the 
Rappahannoc, out of which they {melt annually above fix hundred ton: and one of 
copper upon the Roanoke, belonging to Colonel Chifwell. ‘This laft mentioned gen- 
tleman is alfo going to try for lead upon fome hunting grounds belonging to the 
Indians, towards New River, and the Green Briar; where, it is faid, there is fine 
ore, and in great plenty, lying above ground. Some coal mines have alfo been opened 
upon James river near the falls, which are likely to anfwer very well. 

The forefts abound with plenty of game of various kinds ; hares, turkies, pheafants, 
woodcocks, and partridges, are in the greateft abundance. In the marfhes are found 
forufes, a particular fpecies of bird, more exquifitely delicious than the ortolan ; 
fnipes alfo, and ducks of various kinds. The American fhell-drake and blue-wing 
exceed all of the duck kind whatfoever ; and thefe are in prodigious numbers. In the 
woods there are variety of birds remarkable both for finging and for beauty; of 
which are the mocking-bird, the red-bird or nightingale, the blue-bird, the yellow- 
bird, the humming-bird *, the Baltimore bird, the fummer-duck, the turtle, and 
feveral other forts. 

Infeéts and reptiles are almoft innumerable. The variety of butterflies is not greater 
than is that of the rich and vivid colours with which each particular fpécies is diftin- 
guifhed and beautified ; and fuch isthe number and appearance of the fire-flies, that on 
a fummer’s evening the whole air feems to glow and to be enlightened by them. Se- 
veral fnakes of this country are harmlefs and beautiful ; fuch as the black fnake, the 
wampum-fnake, the bead-{nake, the garter-{nake, and fome others; but the rattle- 
fnake and vipers are exceedingly venomous and deadly. ‘There are two curious {pecies 


of frogs here: one is called the bull-frog, which is prodigioufly large, and makes fo’ 


toud a noife, that it may be heard at f great diftance ; the other is a {mall green frog, 
which fits upon the boughs of trees, and is found in almoft every garden. 


* The humming-bird is the fmalleft and mof beautiful fF all the feathered raze: its colours are green, 
erimfon, and gold: it lives chiefly by fuétion upon the fweets and effences of flowers; and nothing can 
be more curious than to obferve numbers of them in gardens, where there are honey-fuckles or trumpet~ 
flowers, flying from flower to flower, putting their flender bills into, every one, and fucking out the 
fweetelt juices. The motion of their wings is incredibly fwift, and produces a humming noife, not unlike 
that of a largehumble bee. They are frequently kept in cages, but feldom live longer than two months. 
"She food which is given them, is either honey or fugar, mixed with water, Repeated attempts have 
been made to fend them alive to England, but always without fuccefs. OF 
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+ Of quadrupeds there are are various kinds; {quirrels of four or five different fpecieg*; 

opoflums, racoons, foxes, beavers, and deer; and in the deferts and uninhabited 
parts, wolves, bears, panthers, elks or moofe deer, buffaloes; mountain cats, and 
various other forts. Such are in general the natural produétions of this country. 

Viewed and confidered as a fettlement, Virginia is far from being arrived at that 
perfection of which it is capable. Nota tenth of the land is yet cultivated + and that 
which is cultivated, is far from being fo in the moft advantageous manner. It pro- 
duces, however, confiderable quantities of grain and cattle, and fruit of many kinds. 
The Virginian pork is faid to be fuperior in flavour to any in the world; but the fheep 
and horned cattle being fmall and lean, the meat of them is inferior to that of Great 
Britain, or indeed, of moft parts of Europe. The horfes are fleet and beautiful ; and 
the gentlemeh of Virginia, who are exceedingly fond of horfe-racing, have {pared no 
expence or trouble to improve the breed of them by importing great numbers from 
England. : : 

The fruits introduced here from Europe fucceed extremely well; particularly. 
‘peaches, which have a very fine flavour, and grow in fuch plenty as to ferve to feed 
the hogs in the autumn of the year. Their bloffoms in the {pring make a beautiful 
appearance throughout the country. 

Virginia is divided into fifty-two counties, and feventy-feven parifhes, and by act of 
adembly there ought to be forty-four towns t; but one half of thefe have not more 
than five houfes ; and the other half are little better than inconfiderable villages. This 
is owing to the cheapnefs of land, and the commodioufnels of navigation: for every 
perfon may with eafe procure a {mall plantation, can fhip his tobacco at his own door, 
and live independent. When the colony fhall come to be more thickly feated, and 
land grow dear, people will be obliged tp follow trades and manufaCures, which will 
neceflarily make towns and large cities; but this feems remote, and not likely to happen 
for fome centuries. 

The inhabitants are fuppofed to be in.number between two and three hundred 
thoufand. ‘lhere are a hundred and five thoufand tytheables, under which denominae 
tion are included all white males from fixteen to fixty; and all negroes whatfoever 
within the fame age. The former are obliged to ferve in the militia, and amount 
to forty thoufand. 

The trade of this colony is large and extenfive. Tobacco is the.principal article of 
it. Of this they export annually between fifty and fixty thoufand hogfheads, each: 
hogfhead weighing eight hundred or a thoufand weight: fome years they export much 
more {. ‘They fhip alfo for the Madeiras, the Streights, and the Weft-Indies, feveral 
articles, fuch as grain, pork, lumber, and cyder: to Great Britain, bar-iron,, indigo,. 
and a fmall quantity of ginfeng, though of an inferior quality ; and they clear out one- 
year with another about ton of thipping. 


* OF the feveral fpecies. of fquirrels, the ground and flying-fquirrels are much the fmalleft'and moft 
beautiful. The former are of a dufky orange hue, ftreaked with black ; the latter grey or afh-coloured,. 
and elegantly formed. Thefe have a fpreading or fan-tail, and two membranes adhering to their fides = 
which, when they {pring or leap froma tree,gghey expand, and are thereby enabled to fly through a con-- 
fiderable fpace. The former are of a very Wid nature ; but thefe may be ealily, and are frequently 
tamed —There is a {pecies of pole-cat in this part of America, which is commonly called a fkonk. This 
animal, when purfued, or affailed by its enemy, ejects ite urine ; which emits fuch a fetid and infupportable 
ftench, as almoft to life and fuffocate whatever ts within the reach of it. 

+ Thefe numbers have been fince greatly increafed. 

£ Inthe year 1758, it is faid that feventy thoufand hogtheads were exported, 


Their 
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Their manufaGtures are very inconfiderable. They miake a kind:@f;cotton-cloth, 
with which-they clothe themfelvés in common, a#fé call after the name of their country ; 
and fome inconfiderable quantities of linen, hofe, and other trifling articles; but 
nothing to deferve attention. ae Ve ‘ 

Thé government isa royal one: the legiflature confifting of a govertior appointed 
by the king ; > council of twelve perfons, under the fame nomination ; and a houfe.of 
burgefles, or reprefentatives, of a hundred and eight or ten members, elected by the 
people ; ‘two for each county, and one for each of the following places, viz. the Col- 
lege of William and Mary, James-town, Norfolk-borough, and Williamfburg. Each 
branch ‘has a negative. All laws, in order. to be permanent, muft have the King’s 
approbation; nor may any be enaéted, which arg repugnant to the laws of Great Britain. 

The courts of judicature are either county, or general courts. The county courts 
are held monthly in each county, at a place affigned for that purpofe, by the juftices 
thereof; four of them making a quorum. ‘They are appointed by the governor, and 
take cognizance of all caufes at common law, or in chancery, within their refpective 
counties, except criminal ones, punifhable with lofs of life, or member. This power 
they are not permitted to exercife except over negroes and flaves, and then not without 
a fpecial commiflion from the governor ‘for each particular purpole*. ‘The general 
court is held twice a year at~Williamfburg. It confifts of the governor and council, : 
any five of which make a court. ‘They hear and determine all caufes whatfoever, 
ecclefiaftical or civil, and fit four-and-twenty days: the firlt five of thefe are for hearing _ 
and determining fuits in chancery, appeals from the decrees of the county or, inferigr 
courts in chancery ; and writs of fuperfedeas to fuch decrees. ‘he other days'are.for 
trying fuits or profecutions in behalf of the King ; and all other matters depending in 
the {aid court’: appeals are allowed to the «King in council, in cafes of sool. fterling 
value. The governor has a power of pardening criminals in all cafes, except of treafon 
or murder : and then he can only reprieve till he knows the King’s pleafure. 

_ The eftablithed religion is that of the church of England; and there are very few 
Diffenters of any denomination in this province. There are at prefent between fixty 
and feventy clergymen: men in general of fober and exemplary lives. They have 
each a glebe of two or three hundred acres of land, a houfe, and a falary eftablithed 
by law of 16,000 weight of tobacco, with an allowance of 1,700 more for fhrinkage, 
This is delivered to them in hogfheads ready packed for exportation, at the moft 
“convenient warehoufe. The prefentation of livings is in the hands of the veftry; 
which is a ftanding body of twelve members, invefted with the fole power of raifing 
levies, fettling the repairs of the church, and regulating sther parochial bufinefs. 
They were originally ele€ted by the people of the feveral parifhes ; but now fill up 


* How neceffary it may be that they fhould have fuch a power, even in this cafe, I will not pretend 
to fay ; but the law which transfers it to them feems fo inconfiftent with the natural rights of mankind, 
that I cannot but in pity to humanity recite it. 

~¢ Every flave committing any offence, by law punifhable by death, or lofs. of member, hall be com- 
mitted to the county gaol, ard the fheriff of the county fhali forthwith certify fach commitment, with 
the caufe thereof to the governor, or commander in chief, whg may iffue a commiffion of oyer and terminer 
to fuch perfons as be fhail think fit, which perfons, forth@#h after the receipt of fuch commiffion, ‘fhall 
canfe the offender to be publicly arraigned and tried at the court-houfe of the faid county, and take for : 
_evidence the confeffion of the offender, the oath of one or more credible witnefles, or Such teftimony of 
negroes, mulattoes, or Indians, bond or free, with pregnant circumflances as.to them fhall feem convincing, 
without the folemnity of a jury, and the offender being found guilty, fhall pafs fuch judgment upof him or 
her as the law directs for the like crimes, aad on fuch judg ment award execution.” 

Mercer’s Abridgment of the Virginian Laws, p. 3 42. P : 

‘ ies si vacancies 
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vacancies themfelves. Ifthe veftry does not prefent toa living in lefs than twelve months, 
it lapfes to the governor. ‘The diocefzn is the bifhop of London ; whe has a power of ° 
appointing a commiflary to prefide over, and convene the clergy on particular occa- 
fions ; and to cenfure, or even fufpend them, in cafes of neglect or immorality. His 
falary is rool. fterling per annus; and he is generally of the council, which is of 
equal emolument to him *. j 2 

An unhappy difagreement has lately arifen between the clergy and the laity, which, 
it is to be feared, may be of ferious confequence. The caufe of it was this. Tobacco 
being extremely fearce from a general failure of the crop, the affembly paffed an aé& 
to oblige the clergy and all public officers to receive their ftipends in money inftead of 
tobacco, This the clergy remonftrated againft, alledging the hardfhip of being obliged 
to take a {mall price for their tobacco, when it bore an extravagant one; feeing they 
never had any kind of compenfation allowed, when it was fo plentiful as to be almoft 
adrug. They fent over an agent to England, and the law was repealed. This greatly 
exafperated the people; and fuch is their mutual animofity at this time, that I fear 
it will not eafily fubfide, or be forgotten. 

With regard to the law in queftion, it was certainly a very hard one; and I doubt 
whether, upon principles of free government, it can be juftified ; or whether the af- 
fembly can legally interpofe any farther, than in cafes of neceflity, to oblige the clergy 
to receive their falaries in money inftead of tobacco, at the current price of tobacco, 
They may, I am perfuaded, in cafes of exigency, always make, and might then have 
made, fuch a law, without any confiderable detriment to the colony ; for fuppofing 
the price of tobacco to be what it was at that time, about fifty fhillings currency per 
hundred, what would the whole fum be, were the clergy to.be paid ad valorem? Not 
20,0001. fterling. There are in Virginia, asI obferved before, about fixty-five clergy- 
men: each of thefe is allowed 16,000 weight of tobacco; which, at the rate of fifty 
fhillings currency per hundred, amounts to 4ool.; 4ool. multiplied by 65, is equal to 
26,000; which, allowing 40 per cent. difcount, the difference of exchange is about 
18,5711. fterling. Now what is this fum to fuch a colony as Virginia? But to this it 
will be faid, perhaps, why fhould the clergy be gainers in a time of public diftrefs, 
when every one elfe is a fufferer? The clergy will doubtlefs reply, and why thould 
the clergy be the only fufferers in plentiful feafons, when all but themfelves are gain- 
ers? However, as on the one hand I difapprove of the proceedings of the aflembly in 
this affair ; fo, on the other, I cannot approve of the fteps which were taken by the 
clergy ; that violence of temper; that difrefpeétful behaviour towards the governor ; 
that unworthy treatment of their commiffary ; and, to mention nothing elfe, that con- 
fufion of proceeding in the convention, of which fome, though not the majority, as 
has been invidioufly reprefented, were guilty; thefe things were furely unbecoming 
the facred character they are invefted with ; and the moderation of thofe perfons, who 
ought in all things to imitate the conduct of their divine Mafter. If, inftead of flying 
out in invectives againft the legiflature ; of accufing the governor of having given up 
the caufe of religion by paffing the bill; when, in fatt, had ne rejected it, he would- 
never have been able to have got any fupplies during the courfe of the war, though 

«ever fo much wanted ; if, inftead of charging the commiffary with want of zeal for 
having exhorted them to moderate meafures, they had followed the prudent counfels 


© The commiffary is commonly prefident of the college, and has the Parifh of Williamfburg, or fome 
other lucrative parifh, which render him about 35ol. a year: -fo that his annual income is between 500 

and 6ool. 
of 
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of that excellent man, and had aéted with more temper and moderation, they‘ might, 
Tam perfuaded, ina very fhort time, have obtained any redrefs they could reafomably 
have defired. ‘The people in general were extremely well affected towards the cléexgy, 
and had expreffed their regard for them in feveral inftances ; they were fenfible, mot-e- 
over, that their falaries were too {canty to fupport them with dignity, and there had 
been fome talk about raifing them: had the clergy therefore, before they applied to* 
England, only offered a memorial to the affembly, fetting forth that they thought the 
act extremely hard upon them, as their falaries were fmall; and that they hoped the 
affembly would take their cafe into confideration, and enable them to live with that 
decency which became their character ; J am perfuaded, from the knowledge which 
T have of the people in general, and from repeated converfations with feveral members 
of the aflembly, that they might have obtained almoft any thing they could have 
wifhed ; if not, they undoubtedly would have had reafon to appeal. But, inftead of 
this, without applying to the aflembly for relief, after the at was paffed, (for before, 
indeed, fome of them did apply to the fpcaker in private) they flew out into the moft 
violent invectives, immediately fent over an agent to England, and appealed to His Ma- 
jefty in council. The refult has been already related. 

The progrefs of arts and fciences in this colony has been very inconfiderable: the 
college of William and Mary is the only public place of education, and this has by no 
means anfwered the defign of its inftitution. It has a foundation for a prefident and 
fix profeflors. The bufinefs of the prefident is to fuperintend the whole, and to read 
four theological leCtures annually. He has a handfome houfe to live in, and 2ool. 
fterling per annum. The profeffor of the Indian {chool has 6ol. fterling, and a houfe 
alfo; his bufinefs is to inftruct the Indians in reading, writing, and the principles of 
the Chriftian religion: this pious inftitution was fet on foot and promoted by the ex- 
cellent Mr. Boyle. The profeflor of humanity has the care of inftruéting the ftu- 
dents in claffical learning: he has an ufher or affiflant under him. ‘The four other 
profeffors teach moral philofophy, metaphyfics, mathematics, and divinity. Each of 
the profeffors has apartments in the college, and a falary of about eighty pounds per 
annum *. The prefent chancellor of the college is the bifhop of London. 

From what has been faid of this colony, it will not be difficult to form an idea of 
the character} of its inhabitants. The climate and external appearance of the country 
confpire to make them indolent, eafy, and good-na-ured ; extremely fond of fociety, 
and much given to convivial pleafures. In confequence of this, they feldom fhow any 
{pirit of enterprize, or expofe themfelves willingly to fatigue. ‘Their authority over 
their flaves renders them vain and imperious, and entire ftrangers to that elegance of 
fentiment, which is fo peculiarly characteriftic of refined and polifhed nations. Their 
ignorance of mankind and of learning, expofes them to many errors and prejudices, 
elpecially in regard to Indians and negroes, whom they fcarcely confider as of the 


-* They have fince been raifed, I believe, to 1col. 

+ General charaters ave atvays liable to many exceptions. In Virginia, I have had the pleafure to 
know feveral gentlemen adorned with many virtues and accomplifhments, to whom the following defcrip- 
tion is by no means applicable. Amongit others, I cannot refift the inclination of mentioning George 
Wryth-Ffguire, who, toa perfe& knowledge of the Greck language, which was taught him by his 
mother in the back woods, and of the ancient, particularly the Platonic philofophy, had joined fuch a 
profound reverence for the Supreme Being, fuch refpeét for the divine laws, fuch philanthrophy for man- 
kind, fuch fimplicity of manners, and {uch inflexible rectitude and istegrity of principle, as would have 
dignified a Roman fenator, even in the moft virtuous times of the republic.—Thhis gentleman is, I believe, 
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human fpecies ; fo that it is almoft impoffible, in. cafes of violence, or even miuyday, 
committed upon thofe unhappy people by any of the planters, to have the delingyests 
brought to juftice : for either the grand jury refufe to find the bill, of the petit jury 
bring in their verdié, not guilty *. ; ; 

The difplay of a charaéter thus conftituted, will naturally be in atts of extravagance, 
oftentation, and a difregard of ceconomy ; it is not extraordinary, therefore, that the 
Virginians out-run their incomes ; and that having involved themfelvés in difficulties, 
they are frequently tempted to raife money by bills of exchange, which they know will 
be returned protefted, with ten per cent. intereft f. 

The public of political charaéter of the Virginians correfponds with their private 
one: they are haughty and jealous of their liberties, impatient of reftraint, and can 
fearcely bear the thought of being controuled by any fuperior power. Many of them 
confider the colonies as independent ftates, not connected with Great Britain, otherwife 
than by having the fame common King, and being bound to her by natural affection. 
There are but few of them that have a turn for bufinefs, and even thofe are by no 
means expert at it. I have known them, upon a very urgent oc¢afion, vote the relief 
of a garrifon, without once confidering whether the thing wag, practicable, when it was 
moft evidently and demonttrably otherwife {. In matters of commerce they are igno- 


_ * There are two laws in this colony, which make it almoft impoflible to convict a planter or white 
man of the death ofa negroe or Indian. By the fir it is enaGted, that “ if any flave fhall die by reafon 
of any ftroke or blow, given in correction by his or her owner, or by yeafon of any accidental blow what- 
foever, given by fuch owner ; no perfor concerned in fuch correétion, or accidental homicide, fhall undergo 
any profecution or punifhment for the fame ; unlefs, upon examination before the county court, it hall 
be proved by the oath of one lawful and credible witnefs, at Jeaft, that figh flave was killed wilfully, mae 
licioufly, and defignedly ; nor thall any perfon indi&ed for the murder of @ flave, and upon trial found 
guilty ‘only of manflaughter, incur any forfeiture or punifhment for fuch offence or misfortune.” See 
Mercer’s Abridgment, p. 345. By the fecond, “No negroe, mulatto, or Indian, can be admitted into 
any court, or before any magiftrate, to be fworn as a witnefs, or give evidence in any caufe whatfoever, 
except upon the trial of a flave for acapital offence.””, Mercer’s Abridgment, p. 419. 

+ By an aét of aflembly, if any bill of exchange is drawn for the payment of any fum of money, and 
fuch bill is protefted for non-acceptance or non-payment, it carries intereft from the date thereof, after the 
rate of 10 percent. per annum, until the money be fully fatisfied and paid. 

A very curious anecdote relative to this law was mentioned to me at Williamfburg, of which I am 
perfuaded the reader will excufe the relation —An ufurer, not fatisfied with 51. per cent. legal intereft, re- 
fufed to advance a fum of money to a gentleman, unlefs, by way of fecurity, he would give him a bill of 
exchange that fhould be returned protefted, by which he would be entitled to ro per cent. The gentle- 
man, who had immediate occafion for money, drew abill upon a capital merchant in London, with whom he 
had never had any tranfaction, or carried on the leaft correfpondence. The merchant, on the receipt of the 
bill, obferving the name of the drawer, very readily honoured it, knowing the gentleman to be a perfon of 
great property, and concluding that he meant to enter into correfpondence with him. The ufurer upon 
this became entitled to only 51. per cent. He was exceedingly enraged, therefore, at being, as he fuppofed, 
thus tricked : and complained very heavily to the gentleman of his having given him a good bill inftead of 
a bad one. 

$ The garrifon here alluded to, was that of Fort Loudoun, in the Cherokee country, confifting of a lieu- 
tenant, and about fifty men. This unfortunate party being befieged by the Cherokee Indians, and reduced to 
the Jatt extremity, fent off runners to the governors of Virginia and Carolina, imploring immediate fucc-ur 5 
adding, that it was impoflible for them to hold out above twenty days lo: ger. The affembly of Virginia, 
commiferating their unhappy fituation, very readily voted a confiderable fam for their relief. With this, 
troops were tc be levied; were to rendezvous upon the frontiers 200 miles diftant from Williaméburg ; 
were afterward to proceed to the fort 200 miles farther through a wildernefs, where there was no road, 
no magazines no potts, cither to fhelter the fick, or cover a retreat in cafe of any difafter ; fo: that the 
unfortunate garrifon mightgas effeCtually have been fuccoured from the moon. The author taking notice 
of thefe difficulties to one of the members, he frankly replied, ‘ Faith, it is true: but we have had an 
‘oppurtunity at leaft of fhowing our loyalty.” In afew days afterarrived the melancholy news, that this 
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rant of the neceflary principles that muft prevail between a colony and: the.-mother 
country ; they:think it. a hardthip not to have an:unlimited-trade to. every part of the 
world. .: “confider the duties upon their flaple as injurious only to themfelves.; 
anditig utterly impoffible to perfuade them that they affe&. the confumer ao, -- Hew- 
ever to'do them juttice, the fame fpirit of generofity prevails here which does in their 
private character; they never refufe any neceflary ‘tipplies for the fuppor: of govern-: 
ment when called upon, and are a generous and loyal people. ‘ Es 
‘The women’ are, generally fpeaking, handfome, though not to be com{pared with our” 
fair countey-women in England. They have but few advantages, and confequently 
are feldom accomplifhed ; this makes them referved, and unequal to any intereftin 
or refined converfation. ‘They are immoderately fond of dancing, and indeed it is. 
almoft the only amufement they partake of : but even in this they difcover want of’ 
tafte and eleganceyand feldom appear with that gracefulnefs and eafe, which thefe 
movements ‘arectalculated to difplay. Towards the clofe of an evening, when the 
company are pretty well tired with country dances, it is u{ual to dance jiggs;a prac- 
tice, originally borrqwed, I am informed, from the negroes*, Thefe dances are 
without method or-regulagity : a gentleman and lady fland up, and dance about the 
room, one of them retiring, the other purfuing, then perhaps meeting, in an irregular 
fantaftical manner. After fome tjme, another lady gets up, and then the firft lady 
muft fit down, fhe being, as‘theyterm it, cut out: the fecond lady aéts the fame part. 
which the firft did, tilt fomebody cuts her out. The gentlemen perform in the fame 
manner. The Virginian ladies, excepting thefe amufements, and now and then ‘going 
upon a party of pleafure into the woods to partake of a Barbacue f, chiefly fpend their 
time in fewing and taking care of thgir families: they feldom read, or endeavour to 
improve their minds ; however, they are in general. good houfewives; and though 
they have not, I think, quite fo much tendernefs and fenfibility as the Englifh ladies, 
yet they make as good wives, and as.good mothers, as any in the world. ° 
It is hard to determine, whether this colony can be called flourifhing, or not + 
becaufe, though it produces great quantities of tobacco and grain, yet there feem to be 
very few improvements carrying on-in it, Great part of Virginia is a wildernefs, and 
as many of the gentlemen are in pofleflion of immenfe tracts of land, it is likely to 
continue fo. A fpirit of enterprize is by no means the turn of the colony, and there- 
fore few attempts have been made to force a trade; which I think might eafily be 
done, both to the Weft Indies and the Ohio. They have every thing neqpflary. for 
fuch an undertaking, viz. lumber, provifions, grain, and every other commodity, which. 
the other colonies, that fubfift and grow rich by thefe means, make ufe of for exports ; 
but, inftead of this, they have only a trifling communication with the Weft Indies ; 
and as to the Ohio, they have fuffered themfelves, notwithftanding the fuperior advan- 
tages they might enjoy from having a water carriage almoft to the Yoghiogheny, to 


* The author has fince had an opportunity of obferving fomcthing fimilar in Italy. The trefcone of 
the Tufcans is very like the jiggr of the Virginians. a 

+ Monf. de Willd,in bis French tranflation of thefe travels, makes the following obfervation upon the 
word Barbacue. cf 

« Cet amufement barbare confifte a fouetter.les porcs jufqu’ ala mort, pour en rendre Ia chair plus. 
delicate. Je ne fache pas que les canvibales inicio te pratiquent.’* : 

- In juftice to the inhabitants of Virginia, I muft beg leave to obferve, thay fuch a eruefsnd inhuman. 
adi was never, tomy knowledge at leaft, practifed in that country. A Barbacue is nothing more than a 
perket, killed in the ufual way, ftuffed with {pices and other rich ingredients, and baked with Madeira 
wine. It is efteemed a very great delicacy ; and is, I believe, a coftly difh. 
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negleét this valuable branch of commerce; while the induftrious Penfylvanians feize 
every opportunity, and ftruggle with innumerable difficulties, to fecure it to themfelves. 
The Virginians are content if they can but live but from day to day; they confine 
themfelves almoft entirely to the cultivation of tobacco; and if they have but enough 
of this to pay their merchants in London, and to provide for their pleafures, they are 
fatisfied, and-defire nothing more.» Some few, indeed, have been rather more enter- 
prifing, and have endeavoured to improve their eftates by raifing in@igo, and other 
{chemes: but wnether it has been owing to the climate, to their inexperience in 
thefe matters, or their want of perfeverance, I am unable to determine, but,their fuc- 
cefs has not anfwered pe expectations. 

The taxes of this colony are confiderable, and the public debt amounts to at leaft 
40,0001. currency ; this they have been driven into by the war, having feldom had. 
lefs than a thoufand or fifteen hundred provincial troops in pay, exelufive of the ex- 
pences of fome forts. The ways and means employed for raifing the money have been 
generally the fame; they have firft made an emiilion of fo much paper currency as 
the exigency required, and then laid a tax for finking it. This tax has been commonly 
upon lands and negroes, two fhillings for every titheable; and a fhilling or eighteen- 
pence upon every hundred acres of land. This mode of taxation has occafioned fome 
divifions in the houfe, for the owners of large traéts:seing unable, perhaps, to cultivate 
a-tenth part of their poffeffions, and every man’s real income arifing from the number 
of his negroes, have thought it very hard to pay a tax for what they pretend is of no 
value to them; but much better arguments may undoubtedly be urged in fupport of 
the tax than againtt it. x 

The taxes for the prefent debt are laid till thg year fi -y-nine, when the whole, 
if they add nothing more to it, will be dilcharged. The ufe of paper currency in 
this colony has entirely banifhed from it gold and filver. Indeed the introduétion of it 
was certain in time to produce this effet; but left it fhould not, the Virginians fell 
into a meafure, which completed it at once: for by an act of aflembly they fixed the 
exchange between currency and fterling debts at five and twenty per cent. not con~ 
fidering that the real value of their currency could only be regulated by itfelf, The 
confequence was, that when from frequent emiffions, the difference of exchange 
between bills upon merchants in London and currency, was 40 per cent. the difference 
between currency and fpecie * was only five and twenty. So that the monied men 
collected _ the fpecie they could, fent it to Philadelphia, where it pafled for its real. 
value, purchafed bills of exchange with it there, and fold them again in Virginia with 
fifteen per cent. profit: and this they continued to do till there was not a piftole or 2 
dollar remaining. 

During my ftay in Virginia, I made feveral excurfions into different parts of the 
country: one in particular to the great Falls of Potowmac ; of which, as I expected to 
be highly entertained, I kept a journal. é 

I departed from Williamfburg, O&. 1.1759, in company with another gentle- 
man t; and we travelled that day about forty miles, to a plaatation } in King William, 


® Fixing the difference between currency and fterling debts, was, in reality, fixing it between cur- 
rency and {pecie. 

+ Col, Berard Moore, . Pe 

+. Belonging to Col. Symes. This gentleman’s lady, a very beautiful woman, was faid to have jul 
attained her arft year. She was at that time the mother of feven children, all living. The women in 
generdl, in this country, arrive at maturity very early.” Some arg marriageable at eleven, many at thirteen, 
and the generality at fourteen or fifteen years of age. 
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county ; beaetifully firuated: upon a high hill, on the north: fide of Pashunky river, 
& fitele _fhis place ftands the Pamunky. Indian:town ; -where at prefent are the 
+ few remain oF that large tribe ; the reft having dwindled away through iatemperance 
andidifale. ‘They live in little wigwams or cabins upon the river; and havea “very 
finetwwa of land of about 2000 acres, which they axe reftrained from alienating by 
aa of affembly. Their employment is chiefly kueenece fithing, for the neighbouring 
gentry. They commonly drefs like the Virginians, and I have fometimes miftaken 
them for the lower fort of that people. ‘THe night I {pent here, they went out 
into aw-adjéining marfh to catch Sorufes ;~%et one of them, as I was informed in the 
morning; caught near a hundred dozen. The manner of faking thefe birds is remark- 
able. ‘The Sorus is not known to be in Virginia, except for about fix weeks from 
the'latter end of September : at that time they are found in the marthes in prodigious 
numbers, feedin oy the wild oats. At firft they are exceedingly Jean, but in a 
fhort time gow t, as to be unable to fly: in this ftate they lie upom the reeds, 
and the Indfans go out in canoes and knock them on the head with their paddles. 
They-are rather bigger than a lark, and are delicious eating. During the time of their 
continuing in feafon, you meet with them at the tables of moft of the planters, ee 
fait, dinner, and fupper *. - : 

O&. 2. We went to minhey Ameen about twenty-four miles diftant, belonging 
to a private gentlenian t; uponMattapony river. We ftaid there all that and the next 
day on account of rain. 

O&. 4. We travelled twenty-five miles to another gentleman’s t houfe; and from 
thence, the day following, about twenty-five miles farther, to a towrt” called 
Fredericfburg. . 

- Fredericfburg is fituated about a mile below the Falls of Rappahannoc : jit is regu- 
larly laid out, as moft of the towns in Virginia are, in parallel ftreets. Part of it is 
built upon an eminence, and commands a delightful profpeét ; the reft upon the edge 
of the water for the convenience of warehoufes. The town was begun about thirty- 
two years ago, for the fake of carrying on a trade with the back-fettlers ; and is at prefent 
by far the moft flourifhing one in thefe parts. 

*' We left Fredericfburg the 6th inftant, and went to fee the Falls. At this place is a 
fmialk mercantile town called Falmouth, whofe inhabitants are endeavouring to rival the 
Fredericfburghers in theirtrade. It is built upon the north fide of the river, and confifts 
-of eighteen or twenty houfes. . 

The Falls of Rappahannoc are fimilar to thofe of James river, except tMit they are 
not upon fo large a fcale. The whole range fcarcely exceeds half a mile, and the 
breadth not a hundred yards. At the tine of our going to fee them, there: was a 
frefh in the river, which added very much to their beauty. The centre of view was 
an ifland. of about an hundred acres covered with.trees; this divided the river into 
two branches, in each of which, at regular diftances of fifteen or twenty yards, was a 
chain of fix or feven falls, one above another, the leaft of them a foot perpendicular. 
‘The margin was beautifully variegated with rocks and trees, and the whole formeéd*a 
pleafing romantic fcene. : 


* In feveral parts of Virginia the antient cuftom of eating meat at breakfaft fill continues: At the 

top of the table, where the lady of the houfe prefides, there is conftantly tea and coffee #but the reft of 

‘the table is garnifhed with roafted fowls, ham, venifon, game, and other dainties. Even-at Williamiburg, 

it is the cuftom to have a plate of cold-ham upon the tables and there is fcargely'a Virginian lady who 

‘breakfafts without it. z : ‘ , : _ a! 
+ Major Henry Gaines. t Col. Bailors, 


At 
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At this place we met with a perfon who informed us of his having been a few days 
before, a {pectator of that extraordinary phenomenon in nature, the fafcinating power | 
of the rattle fnake. He obferved one lying coiled near a tree, looking direCly at a 
bird which had fettled there. ‘Ihe bird was under great agitation, uttered the moft 
doleful cries, hopped from fpray_to {pray, and at length flew direétly down to the f{nake, 
which opened its mouth and fwallowed it. : 

- From hence we alcended up the river, about fifteen miles, to Spotfwood’s iron- 
mines ; and in our way had a fine view of the Apalachian mountains, or Blue Ridge, 
at the diftance of feventy miles. At this place I was much affected by the following 
incident :——A gentleman in pur company, which was now increafed, had a fmall negro 
boy with him, about fourteen years of age, that had lived with him in a remote part 
of the country fome time as a fervant ; an old woman who was working in the mines, 
and who proved to be the boy’s grandmother, accidentally caft her eyes on him; the 
viewed him with great attention for fome time; then fcreamed out, faying that it was 
her child, and flung herfelf down upon the ground. She lay there fome feconds ; rofe 
up, looked on him again in an extafy of joy, and fell upon his neck and kiffed him, 
After this, the retired a few paces, examined him afrefh with fixed attention, and 
immediately feemed to lofe herfelf in thoughtful and profound melancholy. The boy 
all this while ftood filent and motionlefs; reclining his head on one fide, pale and 
affected beyond defcription: it would not have been in the power of painting t 
exhibit a finer picture of diftrefs, : ads 

We returned from this place the next day to Fredericfburg ; and ferrying over the 
Rappahannoc into the Northern Neck, travelled about feventeen miles to a gentleman’s 
houfe in Stafford county: in the morning we proceeded through Dumfries, and over 
Occoquan river to Colchefter, about twenty-one miles. 

Thefe are two fmall towns lately built for the fake of the back trade ; the former * 
on the Quantico, the other upon Occoquan river, both of which fall into the Potow- 
mac. About two miles above Colchelter there is an iron furnace, a forge, two faw- 
mills, and a bolting-mill : at our return we had an opportunity of vifiting them: they 
have every convenience of wood and water, that can be wifhed for. The ore wrought 
here is brought from Maryland; not that there is any doubt of there being plenty 
enough in the adjacent hills; but the inhabitants are difcouraged from trying for it by 
the proprietor’s (viz. Lord Fairfax) having referved to himfelf a third of all ore that 
may be dicovered in the Northern Neck. f. - 

From 


© In the preceding editions of this book, Dumfries is mentioned as fituated upon Acquia Creek 3 but 
this is certainly erroneous, for all the maps deferibe it as fituated upon the Quantico. The error 
probably arofe from the author’s having pafled the Acquia, the Quantico and the Occoquan, rivers 
in the fame day ; and his want of perfect and collect recollection, when he wrote his journal "in the 
evening. 

Ap occurrence happened to me in the courfe of this day’s travelling, which, though it made a con- 
fiderable impreffion upon me at the time, } fhould not have thought of fufficient moment to be recoided, 
had not the intelle€tual powers of the African Negrocs been frequently, of late, made the fubject of cca- 
verfation, both by the friends and the oppofers of the emancipation of that unhappy race. In paffing 
either Acquia, Quantico, or Occoquan rivers, I do not recolle& which, I was rowed by an old grey-headed 
Negro; who feemed quite exhaufted and worn down by age and infirmity. I inquired into his lituation, 
and received for anfwer, that he had been a flave from his youth, and had continued to work for his matter 
tillage had rendered him unfit for fervice; that his mafter had then kindly given him a {mall piece of 
ground, and the profits of the ferry, which were indeed very inconfiderable, for his maintenance: and that 

_with thefe means of fubfiftence he awaited the hour when it right pleafe God to call him to another life, 
I obferved 
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From Colchefter we went about twelve miles farther to Mount Vernon:” This place 
is the property of Colonel Wathington, and truly deferving of its owner*. The 
houfe is moft beautifully fituated upon a-high hill on the banks of the Potowmac; and 
commands a noble profpect of water, of cliffs, of woods, and plantations. ‘The river 
is nearly two miles broad, though two hundred from the mouth; and divides the 
dominions of Virginia from Maryland ¢. We reftéd here one day, and proceeded up 
the river about twenty-fix miles, to take a view of the great falls. ‘Thefe are formed 
in fome refpect like thofe of the Rappahannoc ; but are infinitely more noble. The 
channel of the river is contracted by hills; and is as narrow, I was told, as at Fort 
Cumberland, which is an hundred and fifty miles higher up. It is clogged moreover 
with innumerable rocks ; fo that the water for a mile or two flows with accelerated 
velocity. At length coming to a ledge of rocks, which runs diametrically acrofs the 
river, it divides into two {fpouts, each about eight yards wide, and rufkes downa 
precipice with incredible rapidity. The fpout on the Virginian fide makes tarce falls, 
one above another; the firft about ten feet, the next fifteen, and the laft twenty-four 
or twenty-five feet perpendicular: the water is of a vaft bulk, and almoft intire.” The 
{pout on the Maryland fide is nearly equal in height and quantity, but a great dea! more 
broken. ‘hefe two fpouts, after running in feparate channels for a fhort fpace, at 
length unite in one about thirty yards wide; and as we judged from the fmoothnefs 
of the furface and our unfuccefsful endeavours to fathom it, of prodigious depth. ‘The 

-¥ocks on each fide are at leaft ninety or a hundred feet high; and yet, in' great 
frethcs, the water overflows the tops of them, as appeared by feveral large and intire: 
trees, which had lodged there. oy 

In the evening we returned down the river about fixteen miles to Alexandria, or 
Bel-haven, a {mail trading place in one of the fineft fituations imaginable. The Potow- 





T obferved, that he muft naturally with for that hour, as it would ‘releafe him from his prefent fafferings. 
His anfwer was, no; for he was afraid to die. On my queftioning him, why he was afraid to die : whether 
he had any thing upon his confcience that gave him uneafinefs; or whether he had not been honeft and faithful 
to his matier ? He anfwered, yes; I have always done my duty to the beft of my power : but yet I am afraid» 
to die : and was not our Saviour himfelf afraid to die? ‘The anfwer was fo unexpeéted, and fo far beyond whath 
I fuppofed to be the intelleétual capacity of the poor Negro, that it funk deep into my mind, and I was loft 
for a moment in filence. : : 

* I cannot omit this opportunity of bearing teflimony to the gallant and public fpirit of this géntle- 
man. Nov. 1, 1753, Lieutenant Governor Dinwiddie having informed the aflembly of Virginia, that 
the French had ereGled a fort upon the Ohio, it was refolved to fend fomebody to M. St. Pierre, the 
commander, to ciaim that country as belonging to His Britannic Majefty, and to order him to withdraw. 
Mr. Wathington, a young gentleman ef fortune juft arrived at age, offered his fervice on this important 
occafion. The diflance was more than 400 miles; 2c0 of which lay through a tracklefs defart, inhabited 
by eruel and mercilefs favages, and the feafon was uncommonly  fevere. Notwithftanding thefe dif. 
couraging circumflances, Mr. Wafhington, attended by one companion only, fet out upon this dangerous 
enterprize ; travelled from Winchetter on foor, carrying his provifions on his back, executed his commiffion, 
and after incredible hardfhips, and many _providential efeapes, returned fafe to Williamfburg, and gave an 
account of his negociation to the affembly, the 14th day of February following. 

+7A very curious fight is frecnently exhibited upon this and the other great rivers in Virginia, which 
fou its novelty is exceedingly diverting to flrangers. During the {pring and f{ummer months the fithing 
hawk is often feen hovering over the rivers, or refling on the wing without the leaf vifible change of 
place for fome minutes, then foddenly darting down and plunging into the water, from whence it feldom 

_ Tiles again withont a reck-fith, or fome other confiderable fith in its talons, It immediately fhakes off 
the water like a mift, and makes the beit of its way towards the woods. The baid-eagle, which is 
generally upon the watch, infl tly purfues, and if it can overtake, endeavours to foar above it, The hawk 
growing folicitous for its own Safety drops the fihh, and the bald-cagle immediately ftuops, and feldom fails 
to catch it in its pounces before it reaches t'.c water. 









mac 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Y\ 
Ny 
NN 
x 
a 
S 


{dS 
“4 
\ 








4 
| 
| 





BURNABY’S TRAVELS IN NORTH “AMERICA. é 72r 


‘ 


mac aove and below the town, is not more than a mile broad, but it here op es into a 
# Jarge circular bay, of at leaft twice that diameter. a 
.» The town is built upon an arc of this bay; at one extremity of which is a wharf, 
iat the other a dock for building fhips; with water fufficiently deep to launch a veffel of 
any rate or magnitude. 

‘Lhe next_day we returned to Golonel Wafhington’s, and in a few days afterward to 
- Williamfburg. - - 

The time of my refidence in this colony was ten months, and I received fo many 
sinftances of friendthip and good-nature, that not to acknowledge them would be an 
act of ingratitude. It would not be eafy to mention particular inftances, without 
being guilty of injuftice by omitting others: but, in general, I can truly affirm, that I 
‘took leave of this hofpitable people with regret, and fhall ever remember them with 
‘gratitude and affection. 

May 26, 1760. Having “procured three horfes, for myfelf, fervant, and baggage, - 
‘T departed frony Williamfburg, and travelled that night to Eltham *; twenty-five 
miles. 

May 27. I ferried over Pamunky river at Danfies, and went to Todds ordinary upon 
sMattopony, or the northern branch of York river ; thirty-two miles. 

- May 28. I went to a plantation in Caroline county + 5 twenty-feven miles, 
May 29. To Fredericiburg ; twenty-five miles. . 7 

As I was travelling this day, I obferved a large black fnake, about fix feet long, 
lying crofs the ftump of a tree by the road fide. I touched it with my {witch feveral 
times before it ftirred ; at laft it darted with incredible fwiftnefs into the woods. On 
looking into the hole where it had fixed its head, I obferved a {mall bead-fnake about 
two feet long ; beautifully variegated with red, black, and orange colour, which the 
black fnake was watching to prey upon. I took and laid it, half ftupified, in the fun 
to revive. After I had proceeded about a quarter of a mile, it occurred to me that 
it would be a great curiofity if I could carry it to England, I therefore fent my fervant : 
back with orders to fetch it; but, at his return, he acquainted me that it was not to 
be found, and that the black fnake was in the fame pofition wherein I had firft dif. 
covered it. 1 mention this as an inftance of the intrepid nature of the black fnake, 
which though not venomous, will attack and devour the rattlefnake; and, in fome 
cafes, it is afferted, even dare to affault a man. 

May.30. I left Fredericfburg, and having ferried over the Rappahannoc at the Falls, 
travelled that night to Neville’s ordinary, about thirty-four miles, 

May 31. I paffed over the Pignut and Blue Ridges; and, crofling the Shenando, 
urrived, after a long day’s journey of about fifty miles, at Winchefter j. 

_ The Pignut Ridge is a continuation of the fouth-weft mountains, It is now here very 
high; and at the gap where I paffed, the afcent is fo extremely eafy, owing to the 
winding of the road between the mountains, that I was fcarcely fenfible of it. 

The tra& of country lying between this ridge and the coaft, is fuppofed, and with 
fome appearance of probability, to have been gained from the ocean. The fituation 
is extremely low, and the ground every where broken into fmall hills, nearly of the 
faine elevation, with deep intermediate gullies, as if it were the effect of fome fudden, 


« ® The plantation of Colonel Baffett, 

+ Belonging to Colonel Bailor, mentioned above. 

t Greenway Court, the feat of the venerable Lord Fairfax, is fituated a few miles on the left of the 
road, about half way between the Apalachian mountaing and WincheRer, His Lordthip being abfenr, I 
was prevented from paying my refpe@s to him, : 

VOL. x11. 4 _ retiring 
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retiring of the waters. The foil is principally of fand, and there are few if any 
pebbles, within a hundred miles of the fhore; for which reafon the Virginians n thefe 
parts never fhoe their horfes. Incredible quantities of what are called {callop-fhetls, are 
found alfo near the furface of the ground; and many of the hills are entirely formed 
of them, ‘Thefe phenomena, with others lefs obvious, to common obfervation, feem 
to indicate, that the Atlantic, either gradually or by fome, fudden revolution in 
nature, has retred and loft a confiderable part of that dominion v hich formerly 
belonged to it. ‘ 

"the Blue Ridge is much higher than the Pignut: though even thefe mountains are 
not to be compared with the Alleghenny. To the fouthward, 1 was told, they are more 
lofty ; and but little, if at all, inferior to them. ‘The Pafs, at Afhby’s Gap, from the 
foot of the mountain on the eaftern fide to the Shenando, which rans at the foot on 
the weftern, is about four miles. The afcent is no where very fteep; though the 
mountains are, upon the whole, I think, higher than any I have ever feen in England. 
When I got to the top, I was inexpreffibly delighted with the fcene which opened 
before me. Immediately under the mountain, which was covered with chamoedaphnes 
in full bloom, was a moft beautiful river: beyond this an extenfive plain, diverfified 
with every pleafing object that nature can exhibit; and, at the diftance of fifty miles, 
another ridge of ftill more lofty mountains, called the Great, or North Ridge * , which 
inclofed and terminated the whole. 

‘The river Shenando rifes a great way to the fouthward from under this Great 
North Ridge. It runs through Augufta county, and falls into the Potowmac fome- 
where in Frederic. At the place where I ferried over, it is only about a hundred 
yards wide; and indeed it is no where, I believe, very broad. It is exceedingly ro- 
mantic and beautiful, forming great variety of falls, and is fo tran{parent, that you may 
fee the fmalleft pebble at the depth of eight or ten feet. There is plenty of trout and 
other fith in it; but it is not navigable, except for rafts. In fudden frefhes it rifes above 
forty or fifty feet. The low grounds upon the banks of this river are very rich and 
fertile ; they are chiefly fettled by Germans, who gain a comfortable livelihood by 
raifing ftock for the troops, and fending butter down into the lower parts of the 
country. I could not but reflect with pleafure on the fituation of thefe people; and 
think if there is fuch a thing as happinefs in this life, that they enjoy it. Far from the 
buftle of the world, they live in the moft delightful climate, and richeft foil imagin- 

-able; they are every where furrounded with beautiful profpects and fylvan fcenes ; lofty 
mountains, tranfparent ftreams, falls of water, rich vallies, and majeltic woods ; the 
whole interfperfed with an infinite variety of flowering fhrubs, conftitute the landfcape 
furrounding them: they are fubject to few difeafes ; are generally robuft ; and live in 
perfeét liberty : they are ignorant of want, and acquainted with but few vices. Their 
inexperience of the elegancies of life precludes any regret that they poffefs not the 
means of enjoying them: but they poffefs what many princes would give half their 
\deminions for, health, content, and tranquillity of mind. : 
_ Winchefter is a {mall town of about two hundred houles. It is the place of general 
rendezveus of the Virginian troops, which is the reafon of its late rapid increale, and 
prefent flourifhing condition. ‘he country about it, before the reduétion of Fort-du 
Quefne, was greatly expofed to the ravages of the Indians, who daily committed moft 
norrid cruelties : even the town would have been in danger, had not Colonel Wafhington, 
in order to cover and protect it, erected a fort upon an eminence at one end of it, which 


* Allthefe ridges confit of fingle mountains joined together, and run parallel to exch other. . 
prove 
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proved of the utmoft utility; for although the. Indians were frequently in fight of tha... 
town, they never dared to approach within reach of the fort. It is a regular {quash 
fortification, with four baftions, mounting twenty-four cannon; the length of each 
curtain, if I am not miftaken, is about eighty yards. Within, there are barracks for 
450 men. ‘The materials of which it is conftructed, are logs filled up with earth : the 
foldiers attempted to furround it with a dry ditch ; but the rock was fo extremely hard 
and impenetrat'e that they were obliged to defift. It is ftill unfinifhed; and, I fear, 
going to ruin ; fur the aflembly, who feldom look a great way before them, after having 
{pent about goool. currency upon it, cannot be prevailed upon to give another thoufand 
towards finifhing it, becaufe we are in poffeffion of Pittburg ; and, as they fuppofe, quite. 
fecure on this account ; yet it is certain, that, in cafe of another Indian war on this fide, 
which is by no means improbable, confidering our general treatment of that people, it 
would be of the utmoft advantage and fecurity. 

There is a peculiarity in the water at Winchefter, owing, I was told, to the {oil's 
being of a limy quality, which is frequently produdtive of fevere gripings, efpecially in 
ftrangers ; but it is generally fuppofed, on the other hand, to be fpecific again{t fome 
other difeafes *. ' 

During my ftay at this place, I was almoft induced to make a tour for a fortnight to 
the fouthward, in Augufta county, for the fake of feeing fome natural curiofities ; which, 
the officers affured me, were extremely well worth vifiting : but as the Cherokees had - 
been {calping in thofe parts only a few days before; and as I feared, at the fame 
time, that it would detain me too long, and that I fhould lofe my paflage to Eng- 
land, I judged it prudent to decline it. : 

‘The curiofities they mentioned to me were chiefly thefe : 

1. About forty miles weftward of Augufta court-houfe, a beautiful cafcade, burfting 
out of the fide of a rock, and, after running fome diftance through a meadow, rufhing 
down a precipice 150 feet perpendicular. 

2. To the fouthward of this about twenty miles, two curious hot f{prings, one tafting 
like alum, the other like the wafhings of a gun. 

3. A moft extraordinary cave. . 

4. A medicinal fpring, f{pecific in venereal cafes. A foldier in the Virginian 
regiment, whofe cafe was thought defperate, by drinking and bathing in thefe waters, 
was, after a few days, entirely cured. This fact was afferted very ftrongly by fome 
officers, who had been pofted there: but Colonel Wafhington, of whom I inquired 
more particularly concerning it, informed me that he had never heard of it; that 
he was not indeed at the place where it is faid to have happened, but that. having 
had the command of the regiment at that time, he fhould probably have been 
informed of it. What credit therefore is to be given to it the reader muft judge 
for himfelf. , 

5. Sixty miles fouthward of Augufta court-houfe, a natural arch, or bridge, joining 
two high mountains, with a confiderable river running underneath. 

6. Ariver called Loft river, from its finking under a mountain, and never ap- 
pearing again. 

7. Afpring of a fulphureous nature, an infallible cure for particular cutaneous 
diforders. 

8. Sixteen miles north-eaft of Winchefter, a natural cave or well, into which, at 
times, a perfon may go down to the depth of 100 or 150 yards; and at other times, 

* Profeffor Haller, in his notes to the German tranflatinn of this book, fuppofes that the water at 
Winchefter may be impregnated with vitriolic magnefia, fal amarum. h 

4Z 2 the 
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the water rifes up to the top, and overflows plentifully. This is called the ebbing and 
flowing well, and is fituated in a plain flat country, not contiguous to any mountain 
or running water. 

9. A few miles from hence, fix or feven curious caves communicating with each 
other. . - ; 

A day or two before I left Winchefler, I difcovered-that ] had beer. robbed by my 
fervant : he co1.feffed the fa&t, ‘and pleaded fo little in juftification of hi nfelf, that I was 
obliged to difmifs him, This diftrefled me very much, for it was invpoffible to hire a 
fervant in thefe parts, or even any one to go over the mountains with me into the lower 
fettlements. However, by the politenefs of the commander of the place, the honour- 
able Colonel Byard, and of another gentleman* of my acquaintance, I got over thefe 
difficulties ; for the former, while I continued at Winchefter, accommodated me with 
his own apartments in the fort, ordering his fervants to attend and wait upon me ; and 
the latter fent a negro boy with me as far as Colonel Wathington’s, eighty miles diftant 
from this place. On the 4th of June, therefore, I was enabled to leave Wincheftér, 
and I travelled that night about eighteen miles, to Sniker’st ferry upon the 
Shenando. 

The next morning I repaffed the Blue Ridge at Williams’s Gap, and proceeded on my 
journey about forty miles. I this day fell into converfation with a planter, who over- 
took me on the road, concerning the rattlefnake, of which there are infinite numbers 
in thefe parts; and he told me, that one day going to a mill at fome diftance, he pro- 
voked one to fuch a degree as to make it firike a {mall vine which grew clofe by, and 
that the vine prefently drooped and died }. : 

My accommodations this evening were extremely bad ; I had been wet to the fkin in 
the afternoon ; and at the miferable plantation in which I had taken fhelter I could get 
no fire ; nothing to eat or drink but pure water ; and not even a blanket to cover me, 
Ithrew myfelf down upon my mattrafs, but fuffered fo much from cold, and was fo 
infefted with infe€ts and vermin, that I could ‘not clofe my eyes. I rofe early in the 
morning, therefore, and proceeded upon my journey, being diftant from Colonel Wath- 
ington’s not more than thirty miles. It was late, however, before I arrived there, for 
it rained extremely hard, and a man who undertook to fhew me the neareft way, led 
me among precipices and rocks, and we were loft for above two hours. It was not 
indeed, without fome compenfation; for he brought me through as beautiful and 

-picturefque a feene as eye ever beheld. _It was a delightful valley, about two miles in 
length, and a quarter of one in breadth, between high and craggy mountains, covered 
with chamcedaphnes § or wild ivy, in full flower. Through the middle of the valley 


/ 

* Colonel Churchhill. + Called in Fry and Jefferfon’s map, Williams’s Ferry, 

+ Several perfons to whom I have mentioned this faGt have feemed to doubt of the probability of it, 
But were it not true, a gueftion will naturally arife, how an idea of that nature fhould occur to an ignorant 
planter, living remote from all cultivated focicty ; and, more particularly, how he fhould happen to fix upon 
that tree; which, fuppofing the thing poffible, is the mcft likely to have been affe@ed in the manner 
deitribed. : 

- § The chamedaphne is the mof beautiful of all flowering fhrubs: Catefby in his Natural Hiftory 
of Carolina fpeaks of it in the following manner: “The flowers grow in bunches on the tops of-the 
branches, to footftalks of three inches long ; they are white, ftained with purplifh red; confifting of 
one leaf in form of a cup, divided at the verge into five {e@ions. In the middle is a ftilus, and ten 
-ftamina, which, when the flower firft opens, appear lying clole to the fides of the cup, at equal diftances ; 
their apices being lodged in ten little hollow cells, which bein prominent on the outide, appear as {> many 
little tubercles. —As all plants have their peculiar beauties, it is difficult to affign to any one an elegance 
excelling all others ; yet confidering thr curious ftru@ture of the flower, and beautiful appearance of this 
whole plant, I know of ne fhrub that fas abetterclaimtoit.” Catefby, Vel. IT. p. 98 
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‘glided a rivulet about eight yards wide, extremely lucid, and breaking into‘innumerable 
.. eafcades; and in different parts of it {tood {mall clumps of evergreens ; fuch as myrtles, 
s cedars, pines, and various other forts. Upon the whole, not Tempe itielf could have 
difplayed greater beauty or a more delightful fcene. 

‘At Colonel Wathington’s I difpofed of my horfes, and, having borrowed his curricle 
and fervant,d ‘ook leave of Mount Vernon the 11th of June. 

I croffed ove. the Potowmac into Maryland at Clifton’s Ferry, where the river is fome- 

.thing more than-a mile broad ; and proceeded on my journey to Marlborough, eighteen 
miles. I here met with a ftrolling company of players, under the direction of one 
Douglas. I went to fee their theatre, which was a neat-convenient tobacco-houle, 

- well fitted up for the purpofe. From hence in the afternoon I proceeded to Queen 
Ann, nine miles; and in the evening nine miles farther, over the Patuxen to London- 

* town Ferry ; 1 ftaid here all night, and early in the morning ferrying over South River, 
three quarters of a mile in breadth, I arrived at Annapolis, four miles diftant, about 
gine in the morning. m 

Annapolis is the capital of Maryland ; it is a fmall neat town, confifting of about a 
hundred and fifty houfes, fituated on a peninfula upon Severn river. The peninfula is 
formed bythe river, and two fall creeks ; and although the river is not above a mile 
broad ; yet as it falls into Chefapeak bay a little below, there is from this town the 
Sneft water-profpeét imaginable. The bay is twelve miles over, and beyond it you may 
difcern the eaftern fhore ; fe that the fcene is diverfified with fields, woods, and water. 

The tide rifes here about two feet, and the water is falt, though the diftance of the 
capes is more than 200 miles. ‘The town is not laid out ‘regularly, but is tolerably well 
“built, and has feveral good brick houfes. None of the ftreets are paved, and the few 
public buildings here are not worth mentioning. The church is a very poor one, the 
ftad:-houfe but indifferent, and the governor’s palace is not finifhed. This laft men- 
tioned building was begun a few years ago ; it is fituated very finely upon an eminence, 
and commands a beautiful view of the’town and environs. It has four large rooms on 
the lower floor, befides a magnificent faloon, a ftair-cafe, and aveftibule. On each fide 
of the entrance are four windows, and nine upon the firft {tory ; the offices are under 
ground. It was to have had a fine portico the whole range of the building; but un- 
luckily the governor and affembly difagreeing about ways and means, the execution of 
the defign was fufpended ; and only the fhell of the houfe has been finifhed, which is 
now going to ruin. The houfe which the prefent governor inhabits, is hired by the 
province at Sol. currency per annum. 

There is very little trade carried on from this place, and the chief of the inhabitants 
ore ftorekeepers or public officers. They build two or three fhips annually, but feldom 
more. ‘There are no fortifications, except a miferable battery of fifteen fix-pounders. 

Maryland is fituated between the 38th and 4oth degree of north latitude, and the 
73th and 80th of weft longitude from London. It is bounded on the eaft by the 
Atlantic ocean, and the three lower counties of Delaware ; on the fouth and weft by 
Virginia; and by Penfylvania on the north. The climate, {nil, and natural produ€tions 
of it are nearly the fame as thofe of Virginia. It is watered by many fine rivers, and 
almoft innumerable creeks ; but it is far from being well cultivated, and is capable of 
much improvement. It is divided into fourteen counties, and between forty and fifty 
parithes ; and there are feveral little towns in it which are neatly built—The inhabitants, 
exclufive of flaves, are fuppofed to be about ninety thoufand: of which the militia, 
including all white males between fixteen and fixty, amounts to eightecn. The flaves 
are about thirty-two thoufand.—The flaple of the country is tobacco; and, com- 
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munibus annis they export near 30,000 hogfheads: laft year their exports amounted 
to 50,000.—Their manufactures are very trifling.~-The government is a proprietary 
one; and conififts of the proprietor (viz. lord Baltimore) ; his governor ; the council, 
compofed of twelve perfons nominated by himfelf; and a houfe of reprefentatives, 
elected by the people; four for each county, and twe for Annapolis. The power of 
the proprietor is next to regal ; of the other parts of the legiflature, mrich the fame as 
in Virginia. ‘Ine lower houfe has been at variance fome years with the council and 
governor, concerning ways and means ; chiefly in regard to taxing the-merchants book. 
debts: which has been the reafon of their having done nothing for the defence of the 
colonies during the war. The houfe has conftantly voted troops, but as conftantly laid 
the fame tax for the maintenance of them: the council therefore has always rejected 
the bill ; alledging the inconvenience of fuch a tax, as it would neceffarily be a reftraint 
upon trade; and ruin many of the merchants credit.—The proprietor has a negative * 
upon every bill, exclufive of his governor. 

There are feveral courts of judicature in this province ; but the principal are either 
thofe which are held quarterly in each county by the juftices thereof, like thofe in 
Virginia ; or the provincial ones, which are held twice annually at Annapolis by judges 
appointed for that purpofet. The court of chancery confifts of the governor and 
council ; and the dernier refort is to His Majefty in council at home. ‘ 

The eftablifhed religion is that of the church of England: but there are as many 
Roman Catholics as Proteftants. The clergy are liberally provided for; they have 
not, as in Virginia, a fixed quantity of tobacco; but fo much per head, viz. 30 Ib. 
weight for every tytheable in their refpedtive parifhes : and fome of them make more 
than 3ool.{terling per annum. They are prefented to their livings by the governor ; 
and are under the jurifdiGtion of the Bifhop of London ; but being at a great diftance 
from England, and having no commiffary to fuperintend their affairs, they lie under. 
many difadvantages. ‘Aftediments are made, I was told, by the county-courts; the 
veltry, which confifts of twelve members diftin® from the churchwardens, have little 
or no authority {. 

In each county throughout this province, there is a public free-fchool, for reading, 
writing, and accounts ; but no college or academy ; and the education of youth is but 
little attended to. 

The character of the inhabitants is much the fame as that of the Virginians ; and the 
State of the two colonies nearly alike. Tobacco, to fpeak in general, is the chief thing 
attended to in both. There have been fome attempts to make wine ; and it is certain, 
that the country is capable of producing almoft any fort of grapes. Colonel Tafco, a 
gentleman of diftin@ion in thefe parts, attempted to make Burgundy, and fucceeded 
tolerably well for the firft trial. I drank fome of the wine at the table of Mr. Hamii- 
ton, the governor of Pennfylvania, and thought it not bad. But whether, as this 
gentleman is now deceafed, any other perfon will have {pirit to profecute his plan, { 
much doubt. The currency here is paper-money, and the difference of exchange 
about fifty per cent. Th> duty upon negroes is only forty fhillings currency per head 
at their importation ; whereas in Virginia it is ten pounds. 


© This power is doubted, though it has never yet been contefted. . 
_ + Befides thefe courts, there was formerly a general court of affize held throughout the province, either 
once or twice a year, but this has been laid afide. . . 
£ The whole veftry, as in Virginia, confifts of twelve members ; but they go off by rotation two every 
year; and there is annually a freth eletior, They have the power of appointing infpeCtors, &c. 4 
une 
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June 13. I hired a fchooner of about ten ten, and embarked for the head ofthe 
bay, diftant twenty-three leagues; we made fail witha freth breeze, and after a pleafant 
paffage of fixteen hours, in one of the moft delightful days imaginaole, arrived at 
Frederick Town upon Saflafras river, about twelve in the evening. I never in my life 
{pent a day more agreeably, or with higher entertainment. The fhores on each fide of 
the bay, and the many little iflands interfperfed in it, afford very beautiful profpedts ; 
we were enter. ained at the fame time by innumerable porpoifes playing about the bow 

_of the fhip; and naturally fell into a train of the moft pleafing reflections, on obferving 
the mouths of the many noble rivers as we pafled along. On the weftern fhore, be 
fides thofe great rivers of Virginia, which I have already defcribed, there are ten or 
eleven others, large and capacious, fome of them navigable a confiderable way up into 
the country *. ‘ The Patuxen, which we have left behind us, faid the mafter of the 
{chooner, as we were failing over this beautiful bay, is navigable near fifty miles for 
veflels of three hundred ton burthen. Yonder, he added, are South, Severn, and 
Magotty rivers, navigable about ten miles. A. little farther is the Patapfico, a large 
and noble river; where I have gone up fifteen miles. Back, Middle, Gunpowder, 
and Buth rivers admit only floops and {chooners, and thefe only for fix or feven miles. 
The Sufquehannah, though fo majeftic, and fuperior in appearance, has only a fhort, 
and that a bad navigation ; but it rifes an immenfe way off in unknown and inhofpitable: 
regions, is exceedingly large and beautiful, and affords great variety of fihh, The 
next, or North river, is navigable about ten miles. On the eaftern fhore, he con-- 
cluded, are Elk, Bahama, Saffafras, Chefter, Wye, Miles, Great Choptank, Little 
Choptank, Nanticote, Manokin, and Pocomoke rivers, all of them navigable, more: 
or lefs, for feveral miles t.”’—Such was our converfation and entertainment during. 
this delightful voyage. 

Frederic Town is a fmall village on the weftern fide of Saffafras river, built for the 
accommodation of ftrangers and travellers ; on the eaftern fide, exactly oppofite to it, 
is another {mall village (George Town), ereéted for the fame purpofe.—Having hired: 
an Italian chaife, with a fervant and horfe to attend me as far as Philadelphia, I left 
Frederic Town the next day, and went to Newcaftle, thirty two miles.. 

Newcattle is fituated upon Delaware river, about forty miles above the Bay, and a 
hundred from the Capes. It is the capital of the three lower counties, but a place of 
very little confideration ; there are fcarcely more than a hundred houfes in it, and no: © 
public buildings that deferve to be taken notice of. The church, prefbyterian and 
quakers meeting-houfes, court-houfe, and market-houfe, are almoft. equally bad,. and 
undeferving of attention. 

The province, of which this is the capital, and which is diftinguifhed by the name of 
the Three Lower Counties of Newcaftle, Suffex, and Kent, belonged formerly to the 
Dutch ; but was ratified to the crown of England by the treaty of Breda; it was after- 
wards fold by the Duke of York to the proprietor of Penfylvania, and has continued a 
feparate government, though nearly under the fame regulations with that province, 
ever fince. The fame governor prefides over both; but the affembly, and courts of 
judicature are different : different as to their conftitueng members, for in form they are 
néarly alike. The aflembly confifts of eighteen perfons, elected annually by the 


- * By fome error or overfight the names of feveral rivers here mentioned, though particularly {pecified in 
the original manufcript, were omitted in the firft and fecond editions of this work. They are now inferted, 
and the account is corre&t. 
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people; fix for each county: this, with the governor, forms the legiflature of the 
province. There is a militia, in which all perfons, from eighteen to’ fifty, are 
obliged to be enrolled ; and the county of Newcaftle alone furnifhes more than feven 
hundred. yn 

The next day I fet cut for Philadelphia, diftant about thirty-fix miles, and arrived 
there im the evening. The country all the way bore @ different afpect ‘rom any thing 
I had hitherto fren in America, It was much better cultivated, and ‘eautifully laid 
out into fields of clover, grain, and flax. I paffed by a very pretiy village ‘called 
Wilmington, and rode through two others, viz. Chefter and Derby.” ‘The Delaware 
river is in fight great part of the way, and is three miles broad ; upon the whole’ 
nothing could be more pleafing than the ride which I had thisday. I ferried over the 
Schuilkill, about three thiles below Philadelphia ;' from whence to the city the whale 
country is covered with villas, gardens, and luxuriant orchards. : : 

Philadelphia, if we confider that not eighty years ago the place where it now ftands 
was a wild and uncultivated defert, inhabited by nothing but ravenous beafts, and a 
favage people, mutt certainly be the obje&t of every one’s wonder and admiration. It 
is fituated upon a tongue of land, a few miles above the confluence of the Delaware 
Schuilkill; and contains about 3000 houfes, and 18 or 20,000 inhabitants. It is built 
north and fouth upon the banks of the Delaware; and is nearly two miles in length, 
and three quarters of one in breadth. The ftreets are laid out with great regularity in 
parallel lines, interfe&ted by others at right angles, and are handfomely built:. on each 
fide there is a pavement of broad ftones for foot paflengers; and in moft of them a 
caufeway in the middle for carriages. Upon dark nightsit is well lighted, and watched 
by a patrole: there are many fair houfes, and public edifices init. The ftadt-houfe is 
alarge, handfome, though heavy building ; inthis are held the councils, the affemblies, 
and fupreme courts; there are apartments in it alfo for the accommodation of Indian 
chiefs or fachems ; likewife two libraries; one belonging to the province, the other to 
a fociety, which was incorporated about ten years ago, and confifts of fixty members. 
Each member upon admiffion, fubfcribed forty fhillings; and afterward annually ten. 
They can alienate their fhares, by will or deed, to any perfon approved by the fociety. 
They have a fmall colledtion of medals and medallions, and a few other curiofities, 
fuch as the fkin of a rattlefnake killed at Surinam, twelve feet long ; and feveral north- 
ern Indian habits made of furs and fkins. At a fmall diftance from the ftadt-houfe, 
there is another fine library, confifting of a very valuable and chofen collection of books 
left by a Mr. Logan; they are chiefly in the learned languages. Near this there is alfo 
a noble hofpital for Junatics and other fick perfons, Befides thefe buildings, there 
are fpacious barracks for.17 or 1800 men; a good affembly-room belonging to the 
fociety of freemafons; and eight or ten places of religious worthip ; viz. two churches, 
three quakers meeting-houfes, two prefbyterian ditto, one Lutheran church, one 
Dutch Calvinift ditto, one Swedih ditto, one Romith chapel, one Anabaptift meeting- 
houfe, one Moravian ditto: there is alfo an academy or college, originally built for a 
tabernacle for Mr. Whitefield. At the fouth end of the town, upon the river, there is 
a battery mounting thirty’guns, but it is in a ftate of decay, It was defigned to-be a 
check upon privateers. Thefe, with a few alms-houfes, and a {chool-houfe belonging 
to the quakers, are the chief public buildings in Philadelpbia. ‘The city is ina very 
flourifhing ftate, and inhabited by merchants, artifts, tradefmen, and perfons of all 
occupations. There isa public market held twice a week, upon Wednefday and 
Saturday, almoft equal to that of Leadenhall, and a tolerable one every day befides, 
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‘The ftreets are crowded with people, and the river with veffels. Houfes are fo dear, 
that they will let for 1ool. currency per annum; and lots, not abov2 thirty feet in 
breadth, and a hundred in length, in advantageous fituations, will fell for tool, 
fterling. There are feveral docks upon the river, and about twenty-five veffels are 
built there anrually. I counted upon the ftocks at one time no lefs than feventeen, 
many of them three-mafted veffels, . ~ 

Can the mind have a greater pleafure than in contemplating the rife and progrefs of 
cities and kingdoms? Than in perceiving a rich and opulent ftate arifing out of a {mall 
fettlement or colony? This pleafure every one muft feel who confiders Penfylvania.-— 
This wonderful province is fituated between the 4oth and 43d degree of north latitude, 
and about 76 degrees weft longitude from London, ina healthy and delightful climate, 
amidft all the atlvantages that nature can beftow. The foil is extremely ftrong and _ 
fertile, and produces fpontaneoufly an infinite variety of trees, flowers, fruits, and 
plants of different forts. ‘The mountains are enriched with ore, and the rivers with 
fith: fome of thefe are fo ftately as not to be beheld without admiration : the Delaware 
is navigable for large veffels as far as the falls, 180 miles diftant from the fea, and 120 
from the bay. At the mouth itis more than three miles broad, and above one at Phi- 
ladelphia. ‘The navigation is obftruéted in the winter, for about fix weeks, by the 
feverity of the froft ; but, at other times, it is bold and open. The Schuilkill, though 
not navigable for any great fpace, is exceedingly romantic, and affords the moft de- 
lightful retirements. 

Cultivation (comparatively fpeaking) is carried to a high degree of perfeGtion; and 
Penfylvania produces not only great plenty, but alfo great variety of grain ; it yields 
likewife flax-feed, hemp, cattle of different kinds, and various other articles *. 

It is divided into eight counties, and contains many large and populous towns: 
Carlifle, Lancafter, and German-town, confift each of near five hundred houfes ; 
there are feveral others which have from one to two hundred. 

The number of inhabitants is fuppofed to be between four and five hundred 
thoufand f, a fifth of which are Quakers: there are very few negroes or flaves. 

The trade of Penfylvania is furprifingly extenfive, carried on to Great Britain, the 
Welt Indies, every part of North America, the Madeiras, Lifbon, Cadiz, Holland, 
Africa, the Spanifh main, and feveral other places; exclufive of what is illicitly 
carried on to Cape Frangois, and Monte Chrifto. Their exports are provifions of 
all kinds, lumber, hemp, flax, flax-feed, iron, furs, and deer-fkins. Their imports, 
Englith manufactures, with the fuperfluities and luxuries of life. By their flag-of-truce 
trade, they alfo get fugar, which they refine and fend to Europe. 

Their manufactures are very confiderable. The German-town thread ftockings 
are in high eftimation ; and the year before laft, I have been .credibly informed, there 


* In the fouthern colonies cultivation is in a very low ftate. The common procefs of it is, firft to cut 
“off the trees two or three feet above ground, ia order to let in the fun and air, leaving the ftumps to decay 
and rot, which they do ina few years. After this they dig and plant, and continue to work the fame 
field, -year after year, without ever manuring it, till it is quite fpent. They then enter upon a freth piece 
of ground, allowing this a refpite of about twenty years to recover itfelf; during which time it becomes 
beautifully covered with Virginian pines : the feeds of that tree, which are exceedingly fmall, and, when 
the cones open, are wafted through the air in great abundance, fowing themfelves in every vacant {pot of 
neglected ground. : 
+ Doubts have fince arifen, whether the number, at the time here mentioned, amounted to more than 
350,009.—-See Morfe’s American geography. 
VOL. XHL 5A were 
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were manufffftured in that town alone above 60,000 dozen pair. Their common 
retail price isa, dollar per pair.’ ~- ; 

The Irifh fettlers make very good linens: fome woollens have alfo been fabricated, 
but not, I believe, to any amount. ‘There are feveral other manufadtures, viz. of 
peaver eats, which are fuperior in goodnefs to any in Burope, of cordaze, linfeed-oil, 
ftarch, myrtle-wax and fpermaceti candies, foap, earthen ware, and othe - commodities. 

The government of this province isa proprietary one. The legiflarure is lodged in 
the hands of a governor appointed (with the King’s approbation) bythe proprietor ; 
and a houfe of reprefentatives, eleéted by the people, confifting of thirty-feven mem- 
bers. ‘hefe are of various religious perfuafions, for by the charter of privileges, 
which Mr. Penn granted to the fettlers in Penfylvania, no perfon who believed in God 
could be molefted in his calling or profeffion; and any one who believed in Jefus 
Chrift might enjoy the firft poft under the government. The crown has referved to itfelf 
a power of repealing any law which may interfere with the prerogative, or be contrary 
to the laws of Great Britain. 

The judicature confifts of different courts. The juttices of the peace, who, together 
with the other judges, are of the governor’s appointment, hold quarterly feffions 
conformable to the laws of England; and, when thefe are finifhed, continue to fit 
in quality of judges of common pleas, by a fpecial commiffion, The fupreme court 
confifts of a chief juftice, and two affiftant judges: they have the united authority of 
the King’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Court of Exchequer. They not only receive 
appeals, but all caufes once commenced in the inferior courts, after the firft writ, 
may be moved thither by a habeas corpus, certiorari, writ of error, &c.. The judges 
of the fupreme court have alfo a ftanding and diftin& commiffion to hold, as fhall 
feem needful, courts of oyer and terminer, and general gaol-deliveries throughout the 
province; but this power they feldom, I believe, exercife. The fupreme courts are | 
held twice a year at Philadelphia. There is no Court of Chancery; but the want of” 
it is fupplied, in fome meafure, by the other courts. There is a particular officer called 
the regifter-general, appointed by the governor, whofe authority extends over the 
whole province, where he has feveral deputies. He grants letters of adminiftration, 
and probates of wills. In cafes of difpute, or caveat entered, he may call in, as 
affiftants, two juftices of the peace. The governor can pardon in all cafes, except 
of treafon or murder, and then can reprieve till he knows the King’s pleafure. 

There is here, as in moft of the other colonies, a Court of Vice Admiralty, held by 
commiffion from the Admiralty in England, for the trial of captures, and of piracies, 
and other mifdemeanors committed upon the high feas, but there lies an appeal from it, 
I believe, to the Court of Delegates in England. 

As to religion, there is none properly eftabiifhed ; but Proteftants of all denoini- 
nations, Papifts, Jews, and all other fe€ts whatfoever, are univerfally tolerated. 
There are twelve clergymen of the church of England, who are fent by the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gofpel, and are allowed annually sol. each, befides what 
they get from fubfcriptions and furplice fees. Some few of thefe are itinerant 
miflionaries, and have no fixed refidence, but travel from place to place, as occafion 
requires, upon the frontiers. They are under the jurifdi€tion of the Bifhop of London. 
_ Arts and feiences are yet in their infancy. There are fome few perfons who have 
difcovered a tafte for mufic and painting *, and philofophy feems not only to have made 


* Mr. Benjamin Welt, prefident of the Royal Academy, was, L believe, a native of Penfylvania, if net 
of Philadelphia. 
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a confiderable progrefs already, but to be daily gaining ground. ‘The ljgrary fociety 
is an excellent inftitution for propagating a tafte for literature; and the college well 
calculated to form and cultivate it. This Jaft inftitution is erected upon an admirable 
plan, and is by far the beft {chool for learning throughout America. It has been 
chiefly raifed by contributions; and its prefent fund is about 10,0001. Penfylvanian 
money. An .ccount of it may be feen in Dr. Smith’s (the prefident’s) Difcourfes. 
The Quakers alfo have an academy for inftructing their youth in cfaffical learning, 
and practical mathematics: there are three teachers, and about feventy boys in it. 
Befides thefe, there are feveral {chools in the province for the Dutch and other foreign 
children ; and a confiderable one is going to be erected at German-town. = 

_ The Penfylvanians, as to charaéter, are a frugal and induftrious people; not 
remarkably courteous and hofpitable to ftrangers, unlefs particularly recommended to 
‘them; but rather, like the denizens of moft commercial cities, the reverfe. They 
are great republicans, and have fallen into the fame errors in their ideas of independency 
as moft of the other colonies have. They are by far the moft enterprifing people 
upon the continent. As they confift of feveral nations, and talk feveral languages, 
they are aliens in fome refpett to Great Britain; nor can it be expected that they 
fhould have the fame filial attachment to her which her own immediate offspring have. 
However, they are quiet, and concern themfelves but little, except about getting 
money. The women are exceedingly handfome and polite: they are naturally fprightly 
and fond of pleafure ; and, upon the whole, are much more agreeable and accom- 
plifhed than the men. Since their intercourfe with the Englifh officers, they are 
greatly improved ; and, without flattery, many of them would not make bad figures 
even in the firft affemblies in Europe. ‘Their amufements are chiefly dancing in the 
winter, and in the fummer, forming parties of pleafure upon the Schuilkill, and in 
the country. There is a fociety of fixteen ladies, and as many gentlemen, called the 
““sfithing company, who meet once a fortnight upon the Schuilkill. They have a very 
pleafant room ereted ina romantic fituation upon the banks of that river, where they 
generally dine and drink tea. There are feveral pretty walks about it, and fome wild 
and rugged rocks, which, together with the water and fine groves that adorn the banks, 
form a moft beautiful and picturefque fcene. ‘There are boats and fifhing tackle of all 
forts, and the company divert themfelves with walking, fifhing, going up the water, 
dancing, finging, converfing, or juft as they pleafe. ‘he ladies wear an uniform, 
and appear with great eafe and advantage from the neatnefs and fimplicity of it. The 
firft and moft diftinguifhed people of the colony are of this fociety; and it is very 
advantageous to a ftranger to be introduced to it, as he hereby gets acquainted with the 
beft and moft refpectable company in Philadelphia. In the winter, when there 
is fnow upon the ground, it is ufual to make what they call Mleighing parties, or to 
go upon it in fledges, but as this is a practice well known in Europe, it is needlefs to 
defcribe it. 

The prefent flate of Penfylvania is undoubtedly very flourifhing. The country is 
well cultivated, and there are not lefs than gooo waggons «nployed in it, in different 
fervices. Till this war they were exempt from taxes, and it was not without difficulty 
that the Quakers were prevailed upon to grant any fupplies for the defence of the 
frontiers, though expofed to the moft horrid cruelties : it was not from principle, fay 
their enemies, that they refufed it, but from intereft ; for as they were the firft fettlers, 
they chiefly occupy the interior and lower parts of the province, and are not expofed 
toincurfions. At length, however, compelled by clamour and public difcontent, they 
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were obligedyo pafs a fupply bill for 100,000}. to raife five-and-twenty hundred men,. 
and thefe they have kept up ever fince: they afterward paffed a militia bill, but it 
was fuch a one’as anfwered no good purpofe. The Quakers have much the greateft 
influence in the affembly, and are fupported there by the Dutch and Germans, who 
are as adyerfe to taxes as themfelves. Their power, however, at prefent feems rather on 
the decline, which is the reafon, as the oppofite party pretend, that they fir up on 
all occafions as much confufion as poflible, from that trite maxim in politics, divide ct 
impera. ‘They have quarrelled with the proprietors upon feveral occafions, whether 
altogether juftly or not, I will not pretend to fay ; it is certain, however, that the deter- 
minations at home have been fometimes in their favour. The late fubjects of their 
difputes have been chiefly thefe : 

Firft, Whether the proprietary lands ought to be taxed? This has been determined 
at home in the affirmative. 

Secondly, Whether the proprietor ought to have any choice or approbation of the 
affeffors ? : 

Thirdly, Whether he ought to give his governor inftru@ions ? And, 

Laftly, Whether the judges of his appointment ought to be during pleafure, or 
quamdiu fe bene gefferint ? Thefe three laft are ftill undecided. ; 

Upon ‘the whole, though this province is exceedingly flourifhing, yet there are 
certainly great abufes in it ; and fuch as, if not fpeedily rectified, will be productive of, 
bad confequences. ; 

The difference of exchange between bills and the currency of Penfylvania is about 
75 per cent. . 

An occurrence happened to me at Philadelphia, which, though in itfelf of a trifling 
nature, I cannot but take notice of, as a fingular inftance of the ftrong poffeffion which 
an idea will fometimes take of the mind, fo as totally to derange it. A lady from Rhode 
Ifland, who lodged in the fame houfe with myfelf, had an unfortunate brother in the 
infirmary, a lunatic. He was fuppofed to be nearly well, and was permitted occafion- 
ally to fee company. A few days before I was to leave Philadelphia, this lady invited me 
to accompany her in one of her vifits to him; adding, that on her inadvertently men- 
tioning to him fome circumftances relating to me, he had expreffed a moft earneft de- 
fire to feeme. I ftrongly objected to the propofal, urging the impropriety of intro 
ducing a ftranger, or, indeed, company of any fort, to a perfon in that unhappy 
fituation, as it might poflibly agitate his mind, and retard his recovery. 1 advifed her 
therefore not to take any further notice of it; hoping he might forget, or not mention 
it any more. The next day fhe renewed her application ; adding, that her brother was 
exceedingly difappointed ; and entreated me to attend her, in fo prefling a manner, 
that I could not with civility refufe it: On entering the cell, a beam of fatisfaction 
feemed to dart from his eye, not eafy to be exprefled or conceived. I took him by 
the hand; and, feating myfelf oppofite the bed to which he was chained, immediately 
toot. the lead in converfation, talking of indifferent matters, fuch as I thought could 
not poflibly tend to intere® or difturb his mind. I had not proceeded far when he 
fuddenly interrupted me; and propofed a queftion, which at once convinced. me that 
he was in a very unfit flate to fee company. I immediately therefore rofe up5 and 
making an excufe that my engagements that day would not admit of my entering 
into fo curious a fubje&t, defired him to referve it tor fome future converfation. He 
feemed greatly difconcerted ; but being near the door, which ftood open, I took my. 
leave and retired. The next morning I left Philadelphia; nor did 1 think any more 

oO 
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of this occurrence till I arrived-at Rhode Hand s ‘where I was informed ri the. chief, 
if not fole, inftances of infanity fhewn by this unhappy young man, were [Ome attempts 
which he-had made-to.kill a clergyman of the church of England. ‘Tnat he had been 
educated to be a teacher amongft the congregationalifts, but had taken it into his head, 
that he could never gain heaven, or be happy, but by committing fo heroic and meri- 
torious an agtion. ‘fhe very evening of his confinement he was prevented. from ful- 
filling his purpofe, in the inftant when he was raifing up his hand xo plunge a knife 
into the back ofa clergyman, who was reading the funeral fervice, in the prefence of 
a large congregation. What his intentions were in regard to myfelf, I cannot pretend 
to fay: he offered me no violence; but thofe at Rhode Ifland of his acquaintance, to 
whom I related this tranfaGtion, were fully perfuaded that he was far from being cured 
of his diftemper *. : F : . 

I left Philadelphia the 6th of July, and travelled in the flage as far as Sheminey- 
ferry, about feventeen miles ; where I was overtaken by a gentleman and fome ladies 
of my acquaintance, who were going a few miles farther upon a party of pleafure. 
They were fo obliging as to make room for me in one of their chaifes, and we pro~ 
ceeded and dined together at Briftol, a {mall town upon the Delaware, oppofite Bur- 
lington: in the afternoon we went ten miles higher up the river, and ferried over to 
Trenton, fituated in the Jerfeys. This is built on the eaft fide of the Delaware, and 
contains about a hundred houfes. It has nothing remarkable; there isa church, a 
Quaker’s, and Prefbyterian meeting-houfe, and barracks for three hundred men. From 
hence we went to Sir John Sinclair’s, at the falls of Delaware, about a mile above 

..Trenton, a pleafant rural retirement ; where we fpent a moft agreeable evening. In 
the morning, the company returned to Philadelphia; and, having hired a chaife, I 
proceeded to Prince-town, twelve miles diftant. : 

At this place there is a handfome {chool and college for the education of Diffenters 5 
ereéted upon the plan of thofe in Scotland. ‘There are about twenty boys in the 
grammar-{chool, and fixty in the college: at prefent there are only two profeffors, be- 
fides the provoft ; but they intend, as their fund increafes, which is yet very {mall, 
and does not exceed '2000l. currency, to add to this number. The building is ex- 
tremely convenient, airy, and fpacious; and has a chapel and other proper offices. 
‘Two ftudents are in each fet of apartments, which confitts of a large bed-room with a: 
fire-place, and two ftudies. There is a {mall colle€tion of books, a few inftruments, 


® Since my return to Europe, I have been informed of an inftance fimilar to this, which happened. at 
Florence. A gentleman had taken it into his head that a very large diamond lay buried under a moun- 
tain which ftood upon his eftate, and was near ruining himfelf and his family by digging for it. His 
friends, by fome contrivance or other, got him. away to Florence, and placed him under the care of the 
late celebrated Dr. Cocchi. He there appeared perfedtly compofed, talked very rationally, and, having 
been well educated, aforded great entertainment to the doctor and his friends, who converfed with him. 
One day as they were fitting together, he mentioned to the doétor, that it was very hard he thould be 
deprived of his liberty, when he was perfedtly well; and that it was only a {cheme of his relations to keep 
him in confinement, in order that they might enjoy his eftate. ‘The dottor, who had perceived no iaarks 
of infanity, began to be ftaggered ; and promifed, in cafe he fhould fee no reafon-to alter his fentiments, to 
fign a certifitate of his being well on fuch a day, in order to its being fent to England, that he might 
chave his seleafe. The day arrived, and the doctor was preparing to perform his promife 5. but whether 
by defign, on perceiving fomething particular in the looks of his patient, or by accident, I could not 
Tearn, he faid to the gentleman ; «© Now, Sir, I beg from this time that you will think no more of this 
foolith affair of the mountain and diamond.”? Not think of the diamond!’ faid the madman; “ it is 
for this:reafon that I want my liberty: I know exaétly the {pot where it lies; and I will have it in my. 

poliéflion before I am a year older.” 
- ‘This ftory was related to me in Tufcany, and I had no reafon to queftion the truth of it. 
. . and 
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and fome natural curiofities. The expence toa ftudent for room-rent, commons, and 
tutorage, amounts to 25]. currency per year. The provoft has a falary of 2ool. curs 
rency, and the profeffors sol. each. The name of the college is Naffau-Hall. — From 
hence, in the afternoon, I proceeded to Brunfwick, eighteen miles farther, a {mall town 
of about a hundred houfes, fituated upon Raritan river; where there are alfo very neat 
barracksfor 300 men, a church, and a Prefbyterian meeting-houfe. I is celebrated 
for the number cf its beauties ; and, indeed, at this place and Philadelphia were the 
handfomeft women that I faw in America. At a fmall diftance from the town is a 
coppersmine belonging to a Mr. French, (I was told) a pretty good one. The next 
day I rode up the river, about nine miles to the Raritan hills, to fee a fmall cafcade, 
which falls about fifteen or twenty feet, very romanticly, from between two rocks. 
The country I paffed through is exceedingly rich and beautiful; and the banks of the 
river are covered with gentlemen’s houfes. At one of thefe I had an Opportunity of 
feeing fome good portraits of Vandyke, and feveral other fmall Dutch paintings, 

On Monday the 7th, I proceeded to Perth-Amboy, twelve miles, the capital of the 
Eaft Jerfeys, which is pleafantly fituated upon a neck of land, included between the 
Raritan and Amboy rivers and a large open bay. This is generally the place of the 
governor’s refidence ; and alternately, here and at Burlington, the capital of the Welt 
Jerfeys, are held the affemblies, and other public meetings: it contains about a hun- 
dred houfes, and has a very fine barracks for three hundred men. In the afternoon I- 
travelled fixteen miles farther to Elizabeth-town, leaving Woodbridge, a {mall village 
where there is a printing-office, a little on my right hand. Elizabeth-town is built 
upon a fmall creek or river that falls into Newark-bay, and contains between two and 
three hundred houfes. It has a court-houfe, a church, and a meeting-houfe ; and 
barracks alfo like thofe abovementioned, ra) 

The next morning I rode out, in order to vifit Pafaic Falls, diftant about twenty- 
three miles, and had a very agreeable tour. After riding fix miles, I came to a town 
called Newark, built in an irregular fcattered manner, after the tafhion of fome of our 
villages in England, near two miles in length. It has a church ereéted in the Gothic 
tafte with a fpire, the firft I had feen in America; and fome other inconfiderable 
public buildings. Immediately on my leaving this place, I came upon the banks of 
Second, or Pafaic river, along which I travelled feventeen or eighteen miles to the 
~ Falls, through.a rich country, interfperfed with fine fields and gentlemen’s feats. 

. The Falls are very extraordinary, different from any I had hitherto met with in 
America. The river is about forty yards broad, and runs with a very fwift current, 
till coming to a deep chafm or cleft which croffes the channel, it falls above feventy 
feet perpendicular in one intire fheet. One end of the cleft is clofed up, and the water 
rufhes out at the other with incredible rapidity, in an acute angle to its former direc. 
tion, and is received into a large bafon. Hence it takes a winding courfe through 
the rocks, and fpreads again into a very confiderable channel. The cleft is from four 
to twelve feet broad. The fpray formed two beautiful (viz. the primary and fecondary) 
rainbows, and helped to make as fine a fcene as imagination could ‘conceive. This 
extraordinary phenomenon is fuppofed to have been produced by anearthquake. The 
fate of two Indians is delivered down by tradition, who, venturing too near the Falls 
in a canoe, were carried down the precipice, and dathed to’ pieces. Thirty or forty 
ycrds above the great Fall, is another, a moft beautiful one, gliding over fome ledges 
of rocks, cach two or three feet perpendicular, which heightens the fcene very much. 
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From hence I returned, and in my way croffed over the river to Colonel John Schuy.- 
ler’s copper-mincs, where there is a very rich vein of ore, and a fire-engine erected 
upon common principles. . a 

After this I went down two miles farther to the park and gardens of this gentleman’s 
brother, Colon:1 Peter Schuyler. In the gardens is a very large collection of citrons, 
oranges, limes, lemons, balfams of Peru, aloes, pomegranates, and other tropica plants ; 
and m the park I faw feveral American and Englifh deer, and threeor four elks or 
moofe-deer, arrived at Elizabeth-town in the evening, not a little entertained with 
my expedi:ion, but exceedingly fatigued with the violent heat of the weather, and the 
many mufquitoes that had infefted me. : 

Before 1 take leave of the Jerfeys, it is neceffary I fhould give fome account of this 
province. New Jerfey is fituated between the 3gth and 42d degree of north latitude, 
and about feventy-five degrees weft longitude : it is bounded on the eaft by the Adan- 
tic, on the weft oy Penfylvania, or to fpzak more properly the Delaware ; on the fouth 
by Delawaze.bay; andon the north by Hudfon’s river and the province of New York. 
The climate is nearly the fame as that of Penfylvania; and the foil, which is a kind 
of red jlate, is fo exceedingly rich, that in a fhort time after it has been turned up and 
expofed to the air and moilture, it is converted into a fpecies of marle *. 

New Jerfey has very great natural advantages of hills, valleys, rivers, and large 
hays. The Delaware is on one fide, and Hudfon’s river on the other ; befides which 
it has the Raritan, Pafaic, and Amboy rivers; and Newark and New York bays. It 
produces vaft quantities of grain, befides hemp, flax, hay, Indian corn, and other ar- 
ticles. It is divided into eleven counties, and has feveral fmall towns, though not 
one of confideration. ‘The number of its inhabitants is fuppofed to be 70,000: of 
which, all males between fixteen and fixty, negroes excepted, are obliged to ferve in 
the militia, There is no foreign trade carried on from this province ; for the inhabi- 
tants fell their produce to the merchants of Philadelphia and New York, and take in 
return European goods and other neceflaries of life. They have fome trifling manu- 
fa&tures of their own, but nothing that deferves mentioning. 

The government confilts of a governor, twelve counfellors, and a houfe of reprefen- 
tatives of about twenty-fx members, the two former nominated by the King, the latter 
elected by the the people, Each branch has a negative: they meet at Amboy and at 
Burlington alternately. ‘The governor’s falary, with perquifites, is about 800 or 10001. 
fterling a-year : he is not allowed a houfe to refide in, but is obliged to hire one at his 
own expence. ‘There are feveral courts of judicature here, much like thofe of the 
other provinces. The juflices hold quarterly ieffions for petty larcenies, and trifling 
caufes ; and the fupreme judge, with two aififtant jultices, holds, once a year, a general 
aflize, throughout the province, of oyer and terminer, and common pleas. He holds 
alfo annuaily four fupreme courts, alternately at Amboy and Burlington, of King’s 
bench, common pleas, and exchequer. ‘he offices of chancellor and vice-admiral, 
are executed by the governor; and the dernier refort is to His Majefty in council. | 

There is properly no eftablifhed religion in this province, .nd the inhabitants are of 
various perfuafions : the fociety fends fix miffionaries, who are generally well re- 





* Since my return from America, Ihave met with a gentleman (Edward Wortley Montagu, Efquire) 
who had vifited the Holy Lend. He deferibed the foil of that country to be fimilar in almoit every cit- 
cumftance to this of the Jerfeys. He {id it appeared to be of a red flaty fubftance, fterile, and incapable 
of producing any thing worth the cultivation; but that being broken up and expofed to the air, it be- 
came exceedingly mellow, and was fertile in the higheii degree. - 


ceived ; 
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ceived s and the church gains ground daily. ‘Their falaries-are about the fame as in 
Pa@fylvania. a : 

Arts and feiences are here, as in the other parts of America, juft: dawning. The 
college will in'time, without doubt, be of. confiderable advantage, but being yet in 
its infancy, it has not had an opportunity of operating, or effecting any vifible im- 
provement. 4 5 

The New Jexfey men, as to charaéter, are like moft country gentlemen ; good- 
natured, hofpitable, and of a more liberal turn than their neighbours the Penfylvanians, 
They livealtogether upon their eftates, and are literally gentlemen farmers. The country 
in its prefent ftate can fcarcely be called flourithing ; for although it is extremely well 
cultivated, thickly feated,and the garden of North America, yet, having no foreign trade, 
it is deprived of thofe riches and advantages, which it would otherwife foon acquire, 
There have been,fome attempts to remedy this defe& ; but whether from the difficulty 
of diverting a thing out of a channel in which it has long flowed, or from want of pro- 
priety or perfeverance in the meafures, I am unable to fay ; but the truth is, they have 
not fucceeded. Upon the whole, however, this province may be called a rich one: 
during the prefent war it has raifed confiderable fupplies, having feldom ‘had lefs than 
1000 men in pay, with a leader (Colonel Schuyler} at their head, who has done honour 


to his country by his patriotic and public fpirits The. paper rey of this colony is ~ 


at about 70 per cent. difeoupt, bitin very good repute; and prei 
fylvanians and New Yorkers, to that of their own provinces. “ot, 
On Wednefday the gth of July, T croffed over to Staten Ifland, 4¢-¢he:province. of 
New York ; and travelled upon it abput nine miles to the point which, is oppofite 
New York city. Ve 
In my way I had an opportunity of feeing the method of tmaking wampum. This, 


erred by the Pem 


the reader probably knows is the current money amonft the Indians. It is made of the 
clam-fhell ; a fhell, confifting within of two colours, purple and white ; and in form 


not unlike a thick oyfter-fhell. ‘The.procefs of manufacturing it is very fimple. It is ° 


firft clipped to a proper fize, which is that of a {mall oblong parallelopiped, theg drilled, 


and afterward ground to around {mooth furface, and polifhed.. The purple. yampum 
is much more valuable than the white; a very {mall part of the thell being of that 
colour. é . 


At the point I embarked for New York ; andigfter a pleafant paflage over the bay, 


which is three leagues wide, and various delightful profpeGs of tivers, iflands, fields, 
hills, woods, the Narrows, New York city, veffels failing too and fro, -atid innume- 
rable porpoifes playing upon the furface of the water, in an evening fo férene that the 
hemifphere was not ruffled by a fingle cloud, arrived there about the fetting of the 

fun. be 
‘This city is fituated upon the point of a {mall ifland, lying open to the bay on one 
fide, and on the others included between the north and eaft rivers ; and ‘commands a 
fine profpe& of water, the Jerfeys, Long Ifland, Staten Ifland, and feveral others, which 
lie icattered in the bay. Jt contains between two and three thoufand houfesj:.and 16 
or 17,000 inhabitants, is tolerably well built, and has feveral good houlesg. The 
ftreets are paved, and very clean, but in general narrow: there are two or three, in- 
deed, which are {pacious and airy, particularly the Broad-Way. The houfes in this 
* freet have moft of them a row of trees before them ; which form an agreaable thade, 
and produce a pretty effeé&t. The whole length of the town is fomething «than a 
mile; the breadth of it about half an one. The fituation is, I believe, Saeen eal ; 
4 ut 
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' tpt it is fubje to one great inconvenience, which is the want of frebh water; fo_ that 
the inhabitants are obliged to have it brought from {prings at fome diftance cof 
town. There are feveral public buildings, though but few that deferve attention. “The 
college, when finifhed, will be exceedingly handfome : it is to be built’ on three fides 
of a quadrangle, fronting Hadfon’s or North river, and will be the moft beautifully 
fituated of any college, I believe, in the world. At prefent only one wing is finithed, 
which is of dtone, and confifts of twenty-four fets of apartments ; each having a large 
fitting-room, with a ftudy, and bed-chamber. hey are obliged to make ufe of fome 
of thefe apartn-ents for a mafter’s lodge, library, chapel, hall, &c. but as foon as the 
whole thall be completed, there will be proper apartments for each of thefe offices. 
The name of it is King’s College. 

There are two churches in New York, the old or Trinity Church, and the new one, 
or St. George’s Chapel’; both of them large buildings, the former in the Gothic tafte, 
with a {pire, the other upon the model of fome of the new churchesin London, Be« 
fides thefe, there are feveral other places of religious worfhip ; namely, two Low Dutch 
Calvinift churches, one High Dutch ditto, one French ditto, one German Lutheran 
church, one prefbyterian meeting-houfe, one quakers ditto, one arabaptifts ditto, one 
Moravian ditto, and a Jews fynagogue. There is alfoa very handfome charity-fchool for 
fixty poor boys and girls, a good work-houfe, barracks for a regiment of foldiers, and 
one of the fineft prifons I have ever feen. ‘Ihe court or ftadt-houfe makes no great 

figure, but it is to be repaired and beautified. There is a quadrangular fort, capable 
of mounting fixty cannon, though at prefent there are, I believe, only thirty-two. 
Within this is the governor’s palace, and underneath it a battery capable of mounting 
ninety-four guns, and barracks for a company or two of foldiers. Upon one of the 
iflands inthe bay is an hofpital for fick and wounded feamen ; and, upon another, a 

” peft-houfe. -'Thefe are the moft noted public buildings in and about the city. 

The province of New York is fituated between the goth and 45th degree of north 
latitude, and about 75 degrees weft longitude. It lies in a fine climate, and enjoys a 
very wholefome air. The foil of moft parts of -it is extremely good, particularly of 
Long Ifland : and it has the advantages of a fine harbour, and fine'rivers. The bay 
has a communication with Newark bay, the Sound, Amboy river, and feveral others : 
it receives alfo Hudfon’s or North river, one of the largeft in North America, it being 
navigable-for floops as far as Albany, above 150 miles: whence, by the Mohock, and 
other rivers, running through the country of the Six Nations, there is a communica- 
tion, (excepting a few fhort carrying places,) with lake Ontario; and another with the 
river St. Laurence, through the Lakes George, Champlain, and the river Sorel ; fo 
that this river feems to merit the greateft attention. ‘Thefe waters afford various kinds 
of fith, black-fith, fea-bafs, fheeps-heads, rock-fifh, lobfters, and feveral others, all 
excellent in their kind. The province in its cultivated ftate affords grain of all forts, 
cattle, hogs, and great variety of Englith fruits, particularly the New-town pippin. 
It is divided into ten counties, and has fome few towns, but none of any fize, except 
Albany and Scheneétady, the former of which is avery confiderable place. Therum- 
ber of inhabitants amounts to uearly 100,000; 15 or 20,002 of which are fuppofed to 
be capable of bearing arms, and of ferving in the militia; but I believe this number is 
exaggerated, as a confiderable part of the 100,000 are negroes, which are imported 
more frequently into this province than into Penfylvania. -The people carry on an ex- . 
tenfive trade, and there are faid to be cleared out annually from New York, 
tons of fhipping. They export chiefly grain, flour, pork, fkins, furs, pig-iron, 
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lumber, and ftaves. Their manufaCtures, indeed, are not extenfive, nor by any means 
to be compared with thofe of Penfylvania; they make a {mall quantity of cloth, fome 
linen, hats, fhoes, and other articles for wearing apparel. They make glafs alfo, and 
wampum ; refine fugars, which they import from the Weft Indies; and diftil con- 
fiderable quantities of rum. They alfo, as well .as the Penfylvanians, till both were 
reftrained by aét of parliament, had eretted feveral flitting mills, to make nails, &c. 
But this is now vrohibited, and they are exceedingly diffatisfied at it. ~They have 
feveral other branches of manufaétures, but, in general, fo inconfiderable, that I fhalt 
not take notice of them : one thing it may be neceffary to mention, I mean the article 
ef fhip-building ; about which, in different parts of the province, they employ many 
ands. ; 

The government of this colony is lodged in the hands of a governor appointed by the 
crown; a council confifting of twelve members, named by the fame authority ; and a 
houfe of twenty-feven reprefentatives, elected by the people; four for the city and 
county of New York; two for the city and county of Albany ; two for each of the 
other eight counties ; one for the borough of Weft Chefter; one for the townthip of 
Sheneétady ; and one for each of the three manors of Renflaerwyck, Livingfton, and 
Courtland. The legiflative power is entirely lodged in their hands, each branch having 
a negative ; except that, as in the other colonies, all laws muft have the King’s appro- 
bation, and not interfere with, or be repugnant to, the laws of Great Britain. 

The courts of judicature are fimilar, I believe, in every refpeét, to thofe in the” 
Jerfeys. 

T fe eftablithed religion is that of the church of England, there being fix churches in 
this province with {tipends (to the value of about sol. currency) annexed to each by 
law. The clergy are twelve in number, who, exclufive of what they acquire by the 
eftablifhment above-mentioned, or by contributions, receive, as miffionaries from the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel, -5ol. fterling each. Befides the religion of 
the church of England, there is a variety of others: diffenters of all denominations, 
particularly prefbyterians, abound in great numbers, and there are fome few Roman 
Catholics. i ’ 

Arts and fciences have made no greater progrefs here than ithe other colonies ; 
but as a fubfcription library has been lately opened, and every one feems zealous to 
promote learning, it may be hoped they will hereafter advance fafter than they have 
done hitherto. The college is eftablifhed upon the fame plan as that in the: Jerfeys, 
éxcept that this at New York profeffes the principles of the church of England. At 
prefent the ftate of it is far from being flourifhing, or fo good as might be wifhed. Its 
fund does not exceed 10,o00l. currency, and there is a great fearcity of profeffors. 
A commencement was held, neverthelefs, this fummer, and feven gentlemen took de- 
grees. There are in it at this time about twenty-five ftudents. The prefident, Dr. 
Johnfon, isa very worthy and learned man, but rather too far advanced in life to have 
the direction of fo new an inftitution. The late Dr. Briftow left to this college a fine 
library, of which they are in daily expectation. a as 

The inhabitants of New York, in their character, very much refemble the Penfyl- 
vanians : more than half of them are Dutch, and almoft all traders: they are, there- 
fore, habitually frugal, induftrious, and parfimonious. Being, however, of. different 
~ pations, different languages, and different religions, it is almoft impoffible to give them 
any precife or determinate character. The women are handfome and agreeable ; 
thouch rather more referved than the Philadelphian ladies. ‘Their amufements are 
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much the fame as. in Penfylvania ; viz. balls, and Aeighing expeditions’in the winter ; 
and, in the fummer, going in parties. uport the water, and fifhing ; or making excur- 
fions into the country. There are feveral houfes pleafantly firuated upon Eaft river, 
near New York, where it is common to have turtle-feafts : thefe happen once or twice 
in aweek. ‘Thirty or forty gentlemen and ladies meet and dine together, drink tea in 
the afternoon; fifhend amufe themfelves till evening, and then return home -in Italian 
chaifes, (the fafhionable carriage in this and moft parts of America, Yirginia excepted, 
where they chiefly make ufe of coaches, and thefe commonly drawn by fix horfes,) a 
gentleman and lady in each chaife. In the way there is a bridge, about three miles: 
diftant from New York, which you always pals over as you return, called the Kiffing- 
bridge; where it is a part of the etiquette to falute the lady who has put herfelf under 
your protection. 

The prefent ftate of this province is flourifhing : it has an extenfive trade to many 
parts of the world, particularly to the Weft Indies; and has acquired great riches by 
the commerce which it has carried on, under flags of truce, to Cape Francois, and 
Monte-Chrifto. The troops, by having made it the place of their general rendezvous, 
have alfo enriched it very much. However, it is burthened with taxes, and the prefent 
public debt amounts to more than 300,000l. currency. The taxes are laid upon eftates 
real and perfonal ; and there are duties upon negroes, and other importations. - The 
provincial troops are about 2,600 men. The difference of exchange between currency 

and bills, is from 70 to 8o per cent. . 

Before I left New York, I took a ride upon Long Ifland, the richeft fpot, in the 
opinion of the New Yorkers, of all America; and where they generally have their 
villas, or country houfes. It is undeniably beautiful, and fome parts of it are remark- 
ably fertile, but not equal, I think, to the Jerfeys. The length of it is fomething 
more than 100 miles, and the breadth 25. About 15 or 16 miles from the weft end 
of it, there opens a large plain between 20 and 30 miles long, and four or five broad. 
‘There is not a tree growing upon it, and it is afferted that there never were any. 
Strangers are always carried to fee this place, as a great curiofity, and the only one of 
the kind in North America. 

Tuefday the sth of Auguft, being indifpofed, and unable to travel any farther by 
land, I embarked on board a brigantine for Rhode Ifland. We made fail up the 
Sound with a fair wind, and after two hours, paffed through Hell-gate. It is impof- 
fible to go through this place without recalling to mind the defcription of Scylla and 
Charybdis. The breadth of the Sound is here half a mile, but the channel is very 
narrow, not exceeding eighty yards: the water runs with great rapidity, and in dif- 
ferent currents, only one of which will carry a veffel through with fafety ; for, on one 
fide, there is a fhoal of rocks juft peeping above the water; and, on the other, a 
dreadful vortex produced by a rock lying about nine feet under the furface : if there- 
fore you get into any but the right current, you are either dafhed upon the fhoal, or 
elfe fucked into the eddy, whirled round with incredible rapidity, and at length fwal- 
lowed up in the vortex. There are exceeding good pilots to navigate veflels through 
this place, notwithftanding which, they are frequently loft. The proper time of 
pailing it is at high water. We had pleafant weather during the paflage, which is about 
feventy leagues, with beautiful views of Long Ifland and Connedticut; and arrived in 
the harbour at Newport the 7th of Auguft. 


. This town is fituated upon a {mall ifland, about twelve miles in length, and five or 
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capital city, and contains 800, of 1000 houfes, chiefly built of wood; and 6.or 7000! 
inhabitants. There are few buildings in it worth notice. The court-hovfe is indeed: 
handfome, and of brick; and there is. a public library, built in the form of a Grecian: 
temple, and ‘by no means inelegant. It is of the Doric order, and has a portico in- 
front with four pillars, fupporting a pediment ; but the whole is fpoilt by two {mall 
wings, which are annexed to it. ‘The foundation of a Very pretty building is laid for 
the ufe of the free-mafons, to ferve alfo occafionally for an affembly-room.;. ‘and there is 
going to be eretted a market-houfe, upon a very elegant defign. ‘The places of public 
worfhip, except the Jews fynagogue, are all of wood; and not one of them is worth: 
looking at. , They confift chiefly of a church, two prefbyterian meeting-houfes, one 
quakers. ditto, three anabaptifts ditto, one Moravian ditto, and the fynagogue above- 
mentioned. This building was defigned, as indeed jweré feveral of the others, by a 
Mr. Harrifon, an ingenious Englifh gentleman who lives here. It will be ‘extremely 
elegant within when completed : but the outfide is totally fpoilt bya fchool, which the 
Jews would have annexed to it for the education of their children.—Upon ‘a fmall’ 
ifland, before the town, is part of a fine fortification, defigned. to confift of a. pentagon. 
fort, and an upper and lower battery. Only two of the curtains, and a ravelin, are 
yet finifhed; and it is doubted whether the whole will ever be completed. There are 
‘now mounted upon it 26. cannon ;. but the works, when,complete, will require above: 
150.——<At the entrance of the harbour there is likewife an exceeding good light-houfe.. 

~—Thefe are the chief public buildings. . ° 
Three miles from the town is an indifferent wooden houfe, built by Dean Berkley, 
when he was in thefe parts: the fituation is: low, but commands a fine view of the 
ocean, and of fome wild rugged rocks that are on the left hand of it, “They relate 
here feveral ftories of the dean’s wild and chimerical notions; which, as they are 
charaGteriftic of that extraordinary man, deferve to be taken notice of : one in par- 
ticular I muft beg the reader’s indulgence to allow meto-repeat tohim. ‘The dean had 
formed the plan of building a town upon the rocks which I have juft now taken notice 
of, and of cutting a road through a fandy beach which lies a little below it, in. order. 
that fhips might come up and be fheltered in bad weather. He was-fo full of this pro- 
ject, as one day to fay to one Smibert, a defigner, whom he had brought over with 
him from Europe, on the latter’s afking fome ludicrous queftion concerning the fature- 
~ importance of the place: “,Truly, you have very little forefight, for in fifty years time 
every foot of land in this place willbe as valuable as the land in Cheapfide.””” The 
dean’s houfe, notwithftanding his predi€tion, is at prefent nothing:better than.a farm- 
houfe, and his library is converted into the dairy: when he left America, he gave it 
to the college at Newhaven in Conneticut, who have let it to a farmer ona long 
leafe : his books he divided between this college and that in Maffachufets. ‘The dean 

is faid to have written in this place The Minute Philofopher. ‘ , 
The province of Rhode Mand is fituated between the 41ft and ged degree: of north 
latitude ; and about 72 or 73 degrees welt longitude ;. in the moft healthy climate of 
Nort America. The winters are fevere, though not equally fo. with thofe of the other 
provinces ; but the fummers are delightful, efpecially in the iffand ; the violent and ex- 
ceflive heats, to. which Aincrica is in general fubject, being allayed by the cool and 
temperate breezes that come from the fea. The foil is tolerably géod, though: rather 
~ too flony; its natural produce is maize or Indian corn, with a variety. of thrubs and 
trées. It produces in particular the button-iree; the fpruce-pine, of the young twigs 
of which is made excellent beer ; and the pfeudo-acacia, or locuft-tree; but none. . 
: thofe 
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thofe fine flowering trees, which are fuch an ornament to the woods’in Garolina and . 
Virginia, It enjoys many advantages, has feveral large rivers, and one of the finaft: 
harbours in the world. ith are in the greateft’ plenty and perfection, particularly. the 
tataag or black-fith, lobfters, and fea bals. An its cultivated ftate, it produces very 
little, except fheep and horned cattle ; the whole province being laid out into pafture 
or grazing growind, The horfes are bony and ftrong, and the oxen much the largeit 
in America; Several of them weighing from 16 to 1800 weight. ‘The butter and cheefe 
“ are excellent. : . = 
The province of Rhode Ifland is divided into counties and townfhips ; of the former 
there are four or five, but they are exceedingly fmal! ; of the latter between twenty and 
thirty ; the towns themfelves are inconfiderable villages: however, they fend members 
to the affembly, in the whole about feventy. ‘The number of inhabitants, with Negroes, 
and Indians, of which in this province there are feveral hundreds, amounts to 35,000. 
As the province affords but few commodities for exportation ; horfes, provifions, and 
an inconfiderable quantity of grain, with {permaceti candles, being the chief articles ; 
they are obliged to Conneticut, and the neighbouring colonies, for moft of their traffic ; 
and by their means they carry on an extenfive trade. Their mode of commerce is 
this; they trade to Great Britain, Holland, Africa, the Welt Indies, and the neighbour- 
ing colonies; from each of which places they import the ee articles : from Great 
Britain, dry goods; from Holland, money ; from Africa, flaves; from the Weft Indies, 
fagars, coffee, and molaffes; and from the neighbouring colonies, lumber and provi- 
fions : and with what théy purchafe in one place they make their returns in another. . 
Thus with the money they get in Holland, they pay their merchants in London ; the 
fugars they procure in the Weft Indies, they carry to Holland; the flaves they fetch 
from Africa they fend to the Weft Indies, together with lumber ahd provifions, which 
they get from the neighbouring colonies : the rum that they diftil they export to Africa ; 
and with the dry goods, which they purchafe in London, they traffick in the neigh- 
bouring colonies. ° By this kind of circular commerce they fubfift and grow rich. They 
have befides thefe {ome other inconfiderable branches of trade, but nothing worth men- 
tioning. ‘They have very few manufactures ; they diftil rom and make fpermaceti 
candles ; but ‘in the article of dry goods, they are far behind the people of New Yorls 
and Penfylvania. 
The government of this province is intirely democratical; every officer, except the 
~ collector of the culftoms, being appointed, I believe, either immediately by the people, or 
by the general aflembly. The people chufe annually a governor, lieutenant-governor, 
and ten affiftants, which conftjtute an upper-houfe. ‘The reprefentatives, or lower- 
houfe, are eleGted every half year. ‘Thefe jointly have the appointment of 
all other public officers, (except the recorder, treafurer, and attorney-general, 
which are appointed likewife annually by the people) both military and civil ; 
are invelted with the powers of legiflation, of regulating the militia, and of 
performing all other a&s of government. The governor has no negative, but votes 
with the afliftants, and in cafe of an equality has a cafting voice. ‘Theaffembly, or two 
houfes unitgd, are obliged to fit immediately after each ele‘tion ;. at Newport in the 
fummer, and in the winter alternately at Providence and South Kingfton in Narraganfet : 
they adjourn themfelves, but may be called together, notwithftanding fuch adjournment, 
upon any urgent occafion by the governor. No affiftant, or repretentative, is- allowed, 
any falary or pay for his attendance or fervice.. 
- There: 
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There are feveral courts of judicature. The affembly nominates annually fo many 
juftices for each townthip, as are deemed neceffary. Thefe have power to join people 
in matrimony, and to exercife other atts of authority ufually granted’ to this order of 
magiftrates. *Any two of them may hear caufes concerning fmall debts and trefpaffes ; 
and three may try criminals for thefts, not exceeding ten pounds currency. Appeals 
in civil caufes are allowed to the inferior courts of common-pleas ; in criminal ones to 
the feflfons of the peace; and in thefe the determinations are final.—The feflions are 
held in each county twice every year by five or more juitices ; they adjudge all matters 
relating to the prefervation of the peace, and the punifhment of criminals, except in 
cafes of death. Appeals are allowed from this court, in all caufes that have originated 
in it, tothe fuperior one.—The inferior courts of common-pleas fit twice every year in 
each county, and are held by three or more juttices, They take cognizance of all civil 
caufes whatfoever, triable at common law ; and if any one thinks himlelf aggrieved here, 
he may appeal to the fuperior one ; which is held alfo annually twice in each county, by 
three judges, and which exercifes all the authority of a court of king’s bench, common- 
pleas, and exchequer. The dernier refort is to the King in council, but this only in 
cafes of 300]. value, new tenor. ‘The people have the power of pardoning criminals, 
except in cafes of piracy, murder, or high treafon ; and then it is doubted whether they 
can even reprieve. 

‘There is no eftablifhed form of religion here; but church of England men, inde. 
pendents, quakers, anabaptifts, Moravians, Jews, and all other fects whatfoever, have 
liberty to exercife their feveral profeflions. The fociety for the propagation of the 
gofpel fends only four miffionaries. 

Arts and fciences are almoft unknown, except to fome few individuals; and there are 
no public feminaries of learning; nor do the Rhode Iflanders in general feem to regret the 
want of them, | ‘The inftitution of a library fociety, which has lately taken place, may 
poflibly in time produce a change in thefe matters. 

‘The character of the Rhode Iflanders is by no means engaging, or amiable: a cir- 
cumftance principally owing to their form of government. Their men in power, 
from the highelt to the loweft, are dependent upon the people, and frequently act - 
without that {trict regard to probity and honour, which ought invariably to influ- 
ence and direct mankind. ‘The private people are cunning, deceitful; and felfith: they 
live almoft entirely by unfair and illicit trading. Their magiftrates are partial and cor- 
rupt : and it is folly to expect juftice in their courts of judicature; for he, who has the 
reateft influence, is generally found to have the faireft caufe*. Were the governor 
to interpofe his authority, were he to refufe to grant flags of truce t, or not to wink at 


abufes ; 


* The form of their judical oath, or affirmation (fays Douglas, in his fummary), does not invoke the 
judgments of the omnifcient God, who fees in fecret, but only upon peril of the penalty of perjury.—This 
does not fecm (adds the fame author in 2 note) to be a facred or folemn oath, and may be illuftrated by the 
ftory of two profligate thieves ; one of them had iolen fomething, and told his friend of it: well, fays his 
friend, but did any body fee you ?. No: then, {ays his friend, it is yours as much as if you had bought it 
with your money. Vol. ii. p. eg. : ; : 2 

+ It was ufual during the late war for feveral governors in North America, on receiving a pecuniary con- 
fideration, to grant to the merchants flags of truce; by which they were licenfed to go to the French Weft 
Indian iffands, in order to exchange priloners. The real {cope and defign of the voyage was, to carry ona 
prohibited trade with the French, and to fupply them with ftores and provifions. “T'wo or three prifoners 
vere fufficient to cover the defign ; and in order to have a ftore in readinefs, they feldom carried more. By 
this abufe both governors and merchants acquired great riches. Very plaufible arguments indeed might be 
adduced againit prohibiting, or even reftraining a commerte of that nature: but as the wifdom of governs 

ment 
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abufes ; he would at the expiration of the year be excluded from his office, the only. thing 
perhaps which he has to fubfift upon. Were the judges to act with impartiality,-and 
to decide a caufe to the prejudice or difadvantage of any great or popular leader, they 
would probably never be re-elected ; indeed, they are incapable in general of determin- 
ing the merits oy a fuit, for they are exceedingly illiterate, and, where they have nothing 
to make them partial, are managed almoft intirely by the lawyers. In fhort, to give 
an idea of the wretched ftate of this colony, it has happened more tran once, that a 
erfon has had fufficient influence to procure a frefh emiflion of paper-money, folely to 
defraud his creditors: for having perhaps borrowed a confiderable fum of money, when 
the difference of exchange has been 1200 per cent. he has afterward, under fanétion of 
the law, repaid only the fame nominal fum in new currency, when the difference has 
amounted perhaps to 2500 per cent.—Such alas! is the fiuation and character of this 
colony. It is needlefs, after this, to obferve that it is in a very declining ftate; for it is 
impoffible that it fhould profper under fuch abufes. Its Weft Indian trade has dimi- 
nifhed; owing indeed, in fome meafure, to the other colonies having entered more 
largely into this lucrative branch of commerce: it has loft during the war, by the enemy, 
above 150 veffels : its own privateers, and it has generally had a great many, have had 
very ill fuccefs ; having kept up a regiment of provincial troops, it hag’ alfo been loaded 
with taxes, and many of the people have been oppreffed by thie mode of collecting 
them : for, the affembly having determined the quota of each townfhip, the inhabitants 
have been affefled by the town-council *, confifting of the affiftants refiding there, the 
juftices of the town, and a few freeholders elected annually by the freemen ; and thefe 
have been generally partial in their affeffments, as muft neceffarily happen under a com- 
bination of fuch circumftances.—After having faid fo much to the difadvantage of this 
‘colony, I fhould be guilty of injuftice and ingratitude, were I not to declare that there 
are many worthy gentlemen in it, who fee the misfortunes of their country, and lament 
them ; who are fenfible that they arife from the wretched nature of the government, 
and wifh to have it altered; who are courteous and polite; kind and hofpitable to 
ftrangers ; and capable of great acts of generofity and goodnefs, as I myfelf experienced 
during a very fevere fit of ficknefs which I lay under at this place. — The paper-money 
here is as bad, as it is poffible to be; the difference of exchange being at leait 
.2500 per cent, 

The 4th of September I took leave of Newport, and having crofled over the river at 
Briftol-ferry, where it is about a mile broad, and two other inconfiderable ferries, I 
arrived in the evening at Providence. ‘This is the chief town of what was formerly 
called Providence Plantation in Narraganfet, and is at prefent the fecond confiderable 
town in the province of Rhode Ifland. It is fituated upon a pretty large river, and is 
diftant from Newport about thirty miles. In the morning I fet out for Bofton, and 





ment did think fit, and probably with better reafon, to forbid it ; nothing could excufe the corrupt and ser~ 
cenary fpirit of thofe governors, who prefumed to connive at and encourag: it.—The honourable Francis 
Fauquier, lieutenant-governer of Virginia, who, amongft fome few others, never could be prevailed upori to 
countenance it, refufed at one time an offer of near zgol. for the grant of a permit to make a fingle voyage. 
* Each townthip is managed by a town council, confiting of the affittants who refide in the town, the 
jultices of the town, and fix treeholders chofen annually by the freemen of the town ; the major part of them 
1s a quorum, with full power to manage the affairs and intereft of the town to which they refpectively 
belong, to grant licences to public houfes: and area probate office for proving wills, and granting adminif- 
tration, with appeal to governor and council, as fupreme ordinary. Douglas’s Summary, Vol. ii. p. 85. 
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‘arrived there about fun-fet, after a journey of five and forty miles. The country, which 
travelled over, is chiefly grazing. ground, laid out into neat inclofures, furrounded 
with: ftone walls, and rows of ars acacia or locuft-trees, which are faid with their 
leaves to manure and fertilize-the land. I paffed over a beautiful fall of water in 
Pantucket river, upon a bridge, which is built dire@ly over it. . Tne fall is about. 
twenty feet high, through feveral chafms in a rock, which runs diametrically. crofs: it, 
and ferves as x dam to hold up the water. There are two or three mills, which have 
been ereted for the advantage of having the different fpouts or ftreams of water con- 
duéted to their refpective wheels. Thefe have taken very much from the beauty of 
the fcene; which would otherwife be tranfcendently elegant ; for the fall, though not 
large or upon a great f{cale, is by far the moft romantic and picturefque of any that 1 
met with in my tour. 

During the courfe of my ride from Newpott, I obferved prodigious flights of wild 
pigeons: they directed their courfe to the fouthward, and the hemifphere was never 
intirely free from them. ‘They are birds of paflage, of beautiful plumage; and are ex- 
cellent eating. The accounts given of their numbers are almoft incredible; yet they 
are fo well attefted, and the opportunities of proving the truth of them are fo frequent, 
as not to admit of their being called in queftion. Towards evening they generally 
fettle upon trees, and fit one upon another in fuch crowds, as fometimes to break down 
the largeit branches. The inhabitants, at fuch times, go out with long poles, and knock 
numbers of them on the head upon the rooft; for they are either fo fatigued by their 
flight, or terrified by the obfcurity of the night, that they will not move, or take wing, 
without fome great and uncommon noife to alarm them. I met with fcarcely any other 
food at the ordinaries where I put up: and during their flight, the common people fub- 
fit almoft wholly upon them. 

Bofton, the metropolis of Maffachufets-Bay, in New England, is one of the largeft 
and moft'flourifhing towns in North America. It is fituated upon a peninfula, or rather 
an ifland joined to the continent by an ifthmus or narrow neck of land half a mile in 
Jength, at the bottom of a fpacious and noble harbour, defended from the fea by a 
number of fimall iflands. The length of it is nearly two miles, and the breadth of it.half a 
one; and it is fuppofed to contain 3000 houfes, and 18 or 20,000 inhabitants. At the 
entrance of the harbour ftands a very good light-houfe; and upon an ifland, about a league 
from the town, a confiderable caftle, mounting near 150 cannon: there are feveral 

. good batteries about it, and one in particular very f{trong, built by Mr. Shirley. There 
are alfo two batteries in the town, for 16 or 20 guns each; but they are not, I believe, 
of any force. The buildings in Bofton are in general good ; the f{treets are open and. 
{pacious, and well paved; and the whole has much the air of fome of our beft county 
towns in England.—TYhe country round about it is exceedingly delightful; and froma 
hill, which ftands clofe to the town, where there is a beacon to alarm the neighbourhood 
in cafe of any furprize, is one of the finelt profpects, the moft beautifully variegated, 
and richly grouped, of any without exception that I have ever feen. 

The chief public buildings are, three churches ; thirteen or fourteen meeting-houfes 5 
the governor’s palace ; the court-houfe, or exchange ; Faneuils-hall ; a linen-manufac- 
turing-houfe ; a work-houfe ; a bridewell; a public granary ; and a very fine wharf; at 
feaft halfa mile long, undertaken at the expence of a number of private gentlemen, for 

-the advantage of unloading and loading veffels. Moft of thefe buildings are handfome : 
the church, called King’s Chapel, is exceedingly elegant; and fitted up in the Corin- 
thian tafte. There is alfo an elegant private concert-room, highly finifhed in the lonic 

3 manner. 
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manner.—I had reafon to think the fituation of Bofton unhealthy, at leaft in this feafon 
of the year; as there were frequent funerals every night during my flay there. 

The fituation of the province of Maflachulets Bay, including the diftri€: of Plymouth *, 
is between the 41ft and 43d degree of north latitude, and about 72 degrees weft longi- 
tude.. The c¥imate, foil, natural produce, and improved ftate of it, are much the fame 
as of Rhode Ifland. It is divided into counties and townthips ¢ ; and each townuhip, if it 
contains forty freeholders {, has a right to fend a member to the affemply §, the pre- 
fent number of reprefentatives amounts to between 130 and 140; of which Bofton 
fends four. ~ 

The number of fouls in this province is fuppofed to amount to 200,000; and 40,000 
of them to be capable of bearing arms. ‘They carry on a confiderable traffic, chiefly 
in the manner of the Rhode Iflanders; but have fome material articles for exportation, 
which the Rhode Iflanders have not, except in a very trifling degree ; thefeare falt. 
fith and veffels. Of the latter they build annually a great number, and fend them, 
laden with cargoes of the former, to Great Britain, where they fell them. ‘They clear 
: out from Bofton, Salem, Marblehead, and the different ports in this province, yearly, 
about ton of fhipping. Exclufive of thefe articles, their manufa€tures are. not 
large ; thofe of {pirits, fifh-oil, and iron, are, I believe, the moft confiderable. They 
fabricate beaver-hats, which they fell for a moidore a-piece ; and fome years ago they 
_ereéted a manufactory, with a defign to encourage the Irifh fettlers to make linens ; 
but at the breaking out of the war the price of labour was enhanced fo much that it 
was impoffible to carry it on. Like the reft of the colonies they alfo endeavour to 
make woollens; but they have not yet been able to bring them to any degree of per« 
fection ; indeed, it is an article in which I think they will not eafily fucceed ; for the 
American wool is not cnly coarfe, but in comparifon of the Englifh, exceedingly fhort. 
Upon the beft inquiry I could make, I was not able to difcover that any one had ever 
feen a ftaple of American wool longer than feven inches ; whereas in the counties of 
Lincoln and Leicefter, they are frequently twenty-two || inches long. In the fouthern 
colonies, at leaft in thofe parts where I travelled, there is {carcely any herbage § ; and 
whether it is owing to this, or to the exceflive heats, 1am ignorant, the wool is’ fhort 
and hairy. ‘The northern colonies have indeed greater plenty of herbage, but are for 
fome months covered with fhow; and without a degree of attention and care in houfing 
the fheep, and guarding them againft accidents, and wild beafts, which would not 
eafily be compenfated, it would be very difficult to increafe their numbers to any great 
amount. The Americans feem very confcious of this fact, and notwithftanding a very 


* Sagadahoc and the Main, very large territories, lying north of New Hamphhire, belong alfo to the 
province of Maflachufets Bay ; they were annexed to it by the new charter of 1691. ‘The Main forms 
on: county called the county of York. and fends three members to the council; Sagadahoc, which is an- 
nexed to it, fends one. 

+ Townbhips are generally fix miles fquare, and divided into fixty-three equal lots, viz. one lot for the 
firft fettled minifter as inheritance, one lot for the miniftry as glebe-lands, ove lot for the benefit of a 
fchool; the other fixty lots to fixty perfons or families, who, within five years from the grant, are te ere& 
a dwelling-houfe, and clear feven acres of land, fit for mowing or ploughi.g, &c. 2 

£ By the charter, every freeholder fhould poffels 40s. freehold, or sol. perfanal eftate; but I believe 
this article has not been ftritly adhered to. 

§ Every town, containing forty frecholders, has a ‘¢ right” to fend a member to the affembly, but is 
not abfolutely ** obliged” to do fo, unlefs it contains eighty freeholders. 

{| The common average length, I am told, is about fixteen inches. 

 Ifpeak of the country in general; in particular fpots, 2s at Greenway Court, the herbage is very 
fine and luxuriant, 
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fevere prohibition, contrive to procure from England every year a confiderable 
number of rams, in order to improve and multiply the breed. What the lands be- 
yond the Alleghenny and upon the banks of the Ohio may be, I do not know; they 
are faid to be very rich: but the climate, I- believe, is not lefs fevere ; and I think, 
upon collating different accounts, that the feverity of heag and cold is not much abated 
by cultivation. The air becomes drier and more wholefome, in proportion as the 
woods are cut_dcwn, and the ground is cleared and cultivated ; but the cold is not lefs 
piercing, nor the fnow lefs frequent. I think therefore upon the whole, that America, 
though it may with particular care and attention, produce {mall quantities of tolerably 
good wool, will yet never be able to produce it in fuch plenty and of fuch a quality as 
to ferve for the neceflary confumption of its inhabitants. 7 

The government of this province is lodged in the hands of a governor or lieutenant- 
governor, appointed by the king ; a counfel of twenty-eight ‘perfons chofen annually, 
with the governor’s approbation, by the general affembly * ; and a houfe of reprefen. 
tatives + annually elected by the freeholders. ‘The governor commiffions all the 
gnilitia, and other military officers ; and, with confent of the council, alfo nominates 
and appoints all civil officers, except thofe that are concerned in the revenue. He 
calls and adjourns the affembly, and has in every refpect a very extenfive authority, 
His falary, with perquifites, amounts to about 1,300) fterling per year, The governor 
and council together have the probate of wills, and the power of granting adminiftrations. 
and divorces, : 

There are feveral courts of judicature. All a@tions under twenty fhillings fterling 
are cognizable by a juttice of peace, from whofe determination there lies an appeal 
to the inferior county-court of common-pleas; and from hence to the fuperior pro« 
vincial court in its circuits, which is alfo a court of oyer and terminer in criminal affairs, 
and is held by a chief juftice and fome affiftant judges. In this court, if the determina. 
tion is not fatisfadtory, a rehearing of the caufe may be had with a different jury t 5 
and even, by petition tothe general affembly, a fecond rehearing : the dernier refort is 
to His Majefty's council, but this is only in cafes of 300l. fterling value; and the appeal 
muft be made within fourteen days after judgment. ; 

The eftablithed religion here, as inyall the other provinces of New England, is that of 
the congregationalifts; a religion different in fome trifling articles, though none very 
material, from the Prefbyterian. There are, befidesthefe however, great numbers of 
people of different perfuafions, particularly of .the religion of the church of England, 
which feems to gain ground, and to become more fathionable every day. A church 
has been lately erected at Cambridge, within fight of the college, which has greatly 
alarmed the congregationalifts, who confider it as the moft fatal ftroke that could pof- 
fibly have been levelled at their ‘religion. The building is elegant, and the mjnifter of 
it (the reverend Mr. Apthorpe,) is a young man of fhiniag parts, great learning, and 
pure and engaging’ manners |}. 


* "They are chofen by the new reprefentatives, and the lat year’s counfellors; fo that each counfellor 
has a vote in his own re-eleétion: The governor has a negative to every counfellor’s election, without 
being obliged to affign a reafon. 5 

t Each reprefentative muft be refident in the townthip for which he is eleGted; he muft alfo have a 
plurality of votes refpeQing the number of voters, and not in comparifon only of the other candidates ; he 
3s paid for his attendance and fervices, and fubjeé toa fine if he negleéts them. 

“It Juries are, I believe, appointed partly by lot. and partly by rotation. 

fl Chis gentleman, I have heard, afterward met with fo much oeppofition and perfecution from the cons 
gregationaliits, that he was obliged to refign_ his cure, to quit the colony, and has fince lived ia England 
pon a living, (I believe in Surry,) which was given him by the late Archbifhop Secker. 

Arts 


’ 
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‘Arts and fciences feem to have madea greater progrefs here than in any other pattaf 
America. Harvard college has been founded-above a hundred years; and althouglt ic 
is not upon a perfect plan, yet it has produced a very good effect. The arts are un- 
deniably forwarder in Maffachufets Bay, than either in Penfylvania or New York. 
The public butldings are morevelegant ; and there is a more general turn for mufic, 
painting, and the belles lettres. : 

The charatter of the inhabitants of this province is much improved, in comparifon 
of what it was; .but puritanifm and a fpirit of perfecution is not yet totally extinguifhed. 
The gentry of both fexes are hofpitable and good-natured ; there isan air of civility:in 
their behaviour, but it is conftrained by formality and precifenefs. Even the women, 
though eafinefs of carriage is peculiarly characteriftic of their nature, appear here with 
more ftiffnefs and referve than in the other colonies. They are formed with fymme- 
try, are handfome, and have fair and delicate complexions ; but are faid univerfally, 
and even proverbially, to have very indifferent teeth. 

The iower clafs of the people are more in the extreme of this character ; and which 
is conftantly mentioned as fingularly peculiar to them, are impertinently curious and 
inquifitive. I was told of a gentleman of Philadelphia, who, in travelling through 
the provinces of New England, having met with many impertinences from this extra- 
ordinary turn of character, at length fell upon an expedient almoft as extraordinary, 
xo get rid of them. He had obferved, when he went into an ordinary *, that every 
individual of the family had a queftion or two to propofe to him, relative to his hiftory, 
and that, till each was fatisfied, and they had conferred and compared together their 
information, there was no poffibility of procuring any refrefhment. He therefore 
the moment he went into any of thefe places, inquired for the mafter, the miftrefs, 
the fons, the daughters, the men-fervants and the maid-fervants ; and having affembled 
them all together, he began in this manner: “ Worthy people, Iam B. Ft. of Phi- 
adelphia, by trade a , and a bachelor; I have fome relations at Bofton, to 
whom I am going to make a vifit; my ftay will be fhort, and I fhall then return and 
follow my bufinefs, asa prudent man ought to do. This is all I know of myfelf, and 
all I can poffibly inform you of ; I beg therefore that you will have pity upon me and 
my horfe, and give us both fome refrefhment.” 

. Singular fituations and manners will be produétive of fingular cuftoms, but frequently 
fuch as upon flight examination may appear to be the effects of mere grofinefs of cha- 
raéter, will; upon deeper refearch, be found to proceed from fimplicity and innocence. — 
A very extraordinary method of courtfhip, which is fometimes practiled amongft the 
lewer people of this province, and. is called tarrying, has given occafion to this 
reficGtion. When a man is enamcured of a young woman, and wifhes to marry her, 
he propofes the affair to her parents, (without whofe confent no marriage in this colony 
can take place); if they have no .objeétion, they allow him to tarry with her one 
night, in order to make his court to her. At their ufual time the old couple retire 
to bed, leavizig the young ones to fettle matters as they can ; who, after having fate 
up a8 long as they think proper, get into bed together alfc, but without pulling off 
their under garments, in order to prevent fcandal. If the parties agree, it 1s all very 
well ; the banns are publithed, and they are married without delay. If not they part, 
and poflibly never fee each other again; unle/s, which is an accident that feldom hap- 
pens, the forfaken fair-one prove pregnant, and then the man is obliged to marry her, 
under pain of excommunication j. Th 

c +. The: 





*,Jnns are fo called in America. + Benjamin Franklin. 
7M gentleman fome time ago travelling upon the frontiers of Virginia, where there are few fettlements, 
was obliced to take up his quarters one evening at a miferable plantation, where, exclufive of a negro or 
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The province of Maflachufets Bay, has been for fome years paft, I believe, rather 
on the decline. Its inhabitants have loft feveral branches of trade, which they are net 
likely to recover again. They formerly fupplied not only Conneticut, but other 
parts. of the continent, with dry goods, and received fpecie in return: but fince the 
introduction of paper currency they have been deprivedeof great part of this commerce. 
Their fhip trade is confiderably decreafed, owing to their not having been fo careful 
in the conftrud&cion of veffels as formerly; their fifheries too have not been equally 
fuccefsful: they have had alfo a confiderable number of provincial troops t in pay 
during the courfe of the prefent war, and have been burthened with heavy taxes. 
Thefe have been laid upon eftates real and perfonal. Some merchants in Bofton, I 
have becn credibly informed, have paid near 4ool. fterling annually. — Affeflments 
are made by particular officers, who, with the fele& men, conftables, overfcers, and 
feveral others, are elected annually by the freemen, for the direétion and management | 
of each particular townhhip. 

There is lefs paper money in this colony than in any other of America; the current 
coin is chiefly gold and filver; and Boftonis the only place, I believe, where there ever 
was a mint to coin money. . 

I was told ofa very impolitic law in force in this province, which forbids any mafter 
or commander of a veffel, to bring ftrangers into the colony, without giving fecurity 
that they thall not become chargeable to it. : -, 

However, notwithftanding what has been faid, Maffachufets Bay is a rich, populous, 
and well-cultivated province. 

T cannot take leave of it without relating a very extraordinary ftory, communicated 
to me by perfons of undoubted credit, as it further tends to illuftrate the character and 
manners of its inhabitants. 

Some years ago, a commander of one of His Majefty’s fhips of war being ftationed . 
at this place, had orders to cruife from time to time, in order to proteét our trade and 
diftrefs the enemy. It happened unluckily that he returned from one of his cruifes 
on a Sunday ; and as he had left his lady at Bofton, the moment fhe heard of the fhip’s 
arrival, fhe haftened down to the water’s fide, in order to receive him. The captain on 
Janding, embraced her with tendérnefs and affection; this, as there were feveral 
{peCtators by, gave great offence, and was confidered as an aé of indecency, and a 
flagrant profanation of the Sabbath. The next day, therefore, he was fummoned 
before the magiftratcs, who with many fevere rebukes and pious exhortations, ordered 
him to be publickly whipped. ‘The captain ftifled his indignation and refentment as 
much as poffible, and as the punifhment, from the frequency of it, was not atten.ied 
with any great degree of ignominy or dilgrace, he mixed with the beft company, was 
well received by them, and they were apparently good friends. At length the time 
of the ftation expired, and he was recalled ; he went, therefore, with feeming concern 





two, the family confiited of a man and his wife, and one daughter about fixteen years of age. Being 
fatigued, he prefently defired them to thew him where he was to fleep; accordingly they pointed to a bed 
in a corner of the room where they were fi ting. The gentlem.u was a little embarraffed, but being 
.exceflively weary, he retired, half undreffed himfclf, and got into bed. After fome time the old 
gentlewoman came to bed to him, after her the old gentleman, aad lait of all the young lady. This, in 
a country excluded from all civilized fociety, could only proceed from fimplicity and innocence ; and indeed 
it isa general andtrue obfervation that forms and obfervances become neceflary, and are attended ta, in 
proportion as manners become carrupt, and it is found expedient to guard againit vice, and that defign and 
duplicity of charaéter, which, from the nature of things, will ever prevail in large and cultivated focieties. 
+ Between fix and feven thoufand, I beiicve. 


to 
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to take leave of his worthy friends, and that they might fpend one more happy’ day 
together before their final feparation, he invited the principal magiftrates and fele 
men to dine with him on board his fhip, on the day of his departure. They accepted 
the invitation, and nothing. could be more joyous and convivial than the entertain- 
ment. which he gaye thém. At length the fatal moment arrived that was to {eparate 
them ; the anchor was apeak, the fails were unfurled, and nothing w3s wanting but 
the fignal to get under way *. The captain, after taking an affectionate leave of his 
worthy friends, ¢tcompanied them upon deck, where the boatfwain and crew were 
in readinefs to receive them. He there thanked them afrefh for the civilities they had 
fhown him, of which he faid, he fhould retain an eternal remembrance, and to which 
he wifhed it had been in his power to have made a more adequate return. One point of 
civility only remained to be adjufted between them, which, as it was in his power, fo he 
meant moft fully to recompenfe to them. He then reminded them of what had paffed, 
and ordering the crew to pinion them, had them brought one by one to the gang-way, 
where the boatfwain ftripped off their fhirts, and with a cat-of-nine-tails laid on the 
back of each forty ftripes fave one. ‘They were then, amidft the fhouts and acclama~ 
tions of the crew, fhoved into their boats; and the captain immediately getting under 
way, failed for England +. 

The 12th of Oéober I embarked on board His Majefty’s fhip the Winchefter, 
of fifty guns, Captain Hale commander, for the river Pilcataqua, in New Hamphhire ; 
arid we came to an anchor there the next day, after a pleafant paflage. 

The capital of this province is Portfmouth, which is fituated upon the river ; it is an 
inconfiderable place, and chiefly built of wood. Very little can be faid of the province.-- 
of New Hampfhire, materially different from what has been faid Maflachifets 
Bay. ~The climate, produce, trade, government, religion, an anners of it are 
much the fame. — There are fuppofed to be about 40,000 infiabitants, 3,000 militia, 
and 6 or 700 provincial troops. —There are only two_mfiffionaries of the church of 
England, and one,of thefe has lately applied to be_»émoved to Rhode Ifland. — The 
chief articles for exportation are fifh, cattle, thips; of which they annually build near 
200, and mafts for the royal navy. Thefe afe made of the white pine, and are, I 
believe, the fineft in the world, many of thésn being forty yards long, and as many 
inches in diameter. They never cut them down but in times of deep fnow, as it would 
be impoffible in any other feafon to get theya down to the river. When the trees are 
fallen, they yoke feventy or eighty pair-of oxen, and drag them along the fnow. It: 
is exceedingly difficult to put them fixit into motion, which they call raifing them; 
an.! when they have once affected this, they never ftop upon any account whatfoever 
till they arrive at the water’s fide Frequently fome of the oxen are taken ill, upon 
which they immediately cut-them out of the gears, and are fometimes obliged, I was 
told, to deftroy five or-& pair of them.— The forefts where thefe mafts grow are 
referved to the crown, which appoints a furveyor of them, who is commonly the 
governor of this province. ‘This is not the only expedient employed by governn.ent 
for the prefervation‘of fuch trees as may be of ufe for the royai navy ; for there is an act 
of parliament, 1 believe, which prohibits under pain of certain fines and penalties, the 


© This is ufually written “ under weigh: but I am extremely doubtful of the propriety of the 
phrafe. 7 x : % 

+ This ftory has lately appeared in one of the Englifh Newfpapers, told with much humour, and with 
fome difference refpeAing the,occafion and mode of the captain’s punifhment. The author cannot take 
upon himfelf to fay which account may be moft exaé, but he has chofen to abide by that which he heard 
at Bofton. ‘They cither cf them ferve to charaéterize the people, and to anfwer the author’s purpofe in 
yelatine it. 
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cutting down or'deftroying of any white pitie-tree of {pecified dimenfions, not grow" 
within the boundaries of any townfhip, without His Majefty’s licence, in any of the 
provinces of "New England, New York, or New Jerfey; a reftriGtion abfolutely 
neceflary, whether confidered as fecuring a provifion for the navy, or as a check 
upon that very deftructive pratice taken from the Indidhs, of fife-hunting. It ufed to 
be the cuftom for large companies to go into the woods in the winter, and to fet fire 
to the brufh and underwood in a circle of feveral miles. ‘This circle gradually con- 
tracting itfelf, the deer, and other wild animals inclofed, haturally zetired from the 
flames, till at length they got herded together in a very {mall compafs, Then blinded 
and {uffocated by the {moke, and fcorched by the fire, which every moment came 
nearer to them, they forced their way, under the greateft trepidation and difmay, 
through the flames; and were no fooner got into the open day-light again, than they 
were fhot by the hunters, who ftood without, and were in readinels to fire upon 
them. — ‘The trees included within the circle, although not abfolutely burnt down, 
were fo dried and injured, that they never vegetated any more; and as the fire did 
not only contract itfelf inwardly, but dilated alfo outwardly, and fometimes continued 
burning for feveral weeks, till rain, or fome accidental circumftance put it out; it is 
incredible what injury and devaftation it occafioned in the woods. —I was once a 
{peétator ofa fimilar fire in Virginia, which had happened through accident. Nothing 
could be more awful and tremendous than the fight. It was of great extent, and 
burned feveral weeks before the inhabitants could fubdue it. They effeéted it at laft 
by cutting away the underwood, in wide and long avenues, to leeward of the fire, by 
which it was deprived of the means of communicating or fpreading any farther. — In 
Virginia (and I believe the other colonies), there is an exprels act of affembly, paffed in 
the 12th year of his late Majefty, to forbid this practice. 

The province of New Hampthire, I was informed at Portfmouth, has grown rich 
during the war, by the lofs of. its own veflels, they having been commonly infured 
above value. 

The currency here is extremely bad, not better than that in Rhode Ifland. 

Having travelled over fo large a tract of this vaft continent, before I bid a final 
farewell to it, I muft beg the reader’s inculgence, while I {top for a moment, and as it 
were from the top of a high eminence, take one general retrofpective look at the 
whole. An Idea, ftrange as it is vifiovary, has entered into the minds of the 
generality of markind, that empire is traveiling weftward; and every one is looking 
forward with eager and impatient expeCtation to that deftined moment, when America is 
to give law to the reft of the world. But if ever an idea was illufory and fallacious, I 
am fully perfuaded that this will be fo. 

America is formed for happinefs, but not for empire: ina courfe of 1,200 miles 
I did not fee a fingle object that folicited charity, but I faw igMperable caufes of weak- 
nefs, which will neceflarily prevent its being a potent ftate. 

Qur colonies may be diftinguifhed into the fouthern and northern, feparated_ from 
eech other by the Sufquel.annah and that imaginary line which divides Maryland from 
Penfylvania. ‘ 

‘Lhe fouthern colonies have fo many inherent caufes of weaknefs that they never can 
poffefs any real ftrength. ‘he climate operates very powerfully upon them, and 
‘renders them indolent, inactive, and unenterprifing; this is vifible in every line of 
their character. . I myfelf have been a fpectator, and itis not an uncommon fight of a 
man in the vigour of life, lying upon a couch, and a female flave ftanding over him, 
wafting off ihe fli.s, and fanning hun, while he took his repofe. Aa 

a2 : The 
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The fouthern.colonies (Maryland, which is the fmalleft and moft inconfiderable, alane, 
excepted) will never be thickly feated : for as they are not confined within deterniinate 
limits, but extend to the weftward indefinitely ; men, fooner than apply to laborious 
occupations, occupations militating with their difpofitions, and generally confidered too 
as the inheritanc2 and badge of flavery, will gradually refire weltward, and fettle upon 
frefh lands, which are faid alfo to be more fertile; where, by the fervitude of a negro 
or two, they may enjoy all the fatisfaCtion of an eafy and indolent indepeftdency : hence 
the lands upon the coait will of courfe remain thin of inhabitants. 

The mode of cultivation by flavery is another infurmountable caufe of weaknefs. 
‘The number of negroes in the fouthern colonies is upon the whole nearly equal, if not 
{uperior, to that of the white men ; and they propagate and increafe even fafter.— Their 
condition is truly pitiable ; their labour exceflively hard, their diet poor and fcanty, their 
treatment cruel and oppreffive: they cannot therefore but be a fubjeét of terror to thofe 
who fo inhumanly tyrannize over them, 

The Indians near the frontiers are a ftill farther formidable caufe of fubjection. 
The fouthern Indians are numerous, and are governed by a founder policy than for- 
merly: experience has taught them wifdom. They never make war with the colonifts 
without carrying terror and devaftation along with them. They fometimes break up 
intire counties together.—Such is the ftate of the fouthern colonies, 

-The northern colonies are of ttronger ftamina, but they have other difficulties and 
difadvantages to ftruggle with, not let arduous, or more eafy to be furmounted than 
what have been already mentioned. Their limits being defined, they will undoubtedly 
become exceedingly populous: for though men will readily retire back towards the 
frontiers of their owncolony, yet they will not fo eafily be induced to fettle beyond 
them, where different laws and polities prevail ; and where, in fhort, they are a different 
people: but in proportion ta want of territory, if we confider the propofition in a general 

" and abftraé light, will be want of power: but the northern colonies have ftill more 
pofitive and real difadvantages to contend with. They are compofed of people of dif- 
ferent nations, different manners, different religions, and different languages. They 
have 4 mutual jealoufy of each other, fomented by confiderations of intereft, power, and 
afcendency. Religious zeal too, like a fmothered fire, is fecretly burning in the hearts 
of the different fe@aries that inhabit them, and were it not reftrained by laws and fupe~ 
rior authority, would foon burft out into a flame of univerfal perfecution. Even the 
peaceable quakers ftruggle hard for pre-eminence, and evince in a very ftriking 
manner: that the paffions of mankind are much ftronger than any principles of 
religion. 7 

The colonies, therefore, feparately confidered, are internally -weak ;. but it may be 
fuppofed, that by an union or coalition they would become ftrong and formidable ;" but 
an union feems almoft impoffible: one founded in dominion or power is morally fo : for, 
were not England to interfere, the colonies themfelves fo well underftand the policy of 
preferving a balance, that, I think, they would not be idle fpeCtators, were any one of 
them to-endeavour to fubjugate its next neighbour. Indeed, it appears to me a very 
doubtful point, even fuppofing all the colonies of America to be united under one head, 
whéther it would be poflible to keep in due order and government fo wide and extended 
an empire ; the difficulties of communication, of intercourfe, of correfpondence, and all 
other.circumftances contfidered. 

A voluntary affociation or coalition, at leaft a permanent one, is almoft as difficult to 
be fuppofed: for fire and water are not more heterogeneous than the different colonies 

in 
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in-North America. Nothing can exceed the jealoufy and emulation which they poffefé 
in regard to each other. The inhabitants of Penfylvania and New York have an inex. . 
hauttible fource of animofity, in their jealoufy for the trade of the Jerfeys. Maffachufets 
Bay and Rhode Ifland are not lefs interefted in that of Connecticut. ‘The Weft Indies 
are a common fubjeét of emulation to themall: Even the limits and boundarics of each 
colorly are a conftant fource of litigation. In fhort, fuch is the differehce of character, 
of manners, cf religion, of intereft, of the different colonies, that I think, if Lam not 
wholly ignorant of the human mind, were they left to themfelves, there would foon 
be a civil war, from one end of the continent to the other; while the Indians 
and negroes would, with better reafon, impatiently watch the opportunity of ex- 
terminating them all together. 

After all, however, fuppofling what I firmly believe will never take place, a permanent 
union or alliance of all the colonies, yet it could not be effe€tual, or produétive of the 
event fuppofed ; for fuch is the extent of coaft fettled by the American colonies, that it 
can never be defended but by a maratime power. America mutt firft be miftrefs of the 
fea before fhe can be independent or miftrefs of herfelf. Suppofe the colonies ever fo 
populous ; fuppofe them capable of maintaining 160,000 men conftantly in arms, (a fup- 
pofition in the highe(t degree extravagant), yet half a dozen frigates would, with eafe, 
ravage and lay waite the whole country from end to end, without a poflibility of their . 
being able to prevent it; the country is fo interfeéted by rivers, rivers of fuch 
magnitude as to render it impoffible to build bridges over them, that all communication 
is ina manner cut off. An army under fuch circumftances could never aé to any purs 
pofe or effet ; its operations would be totally fruftrated. 

Further, a great part of the opulence and power of America depends upon her 
fitheries, and her commerce with the Weft Indies; the cannot fubfiit without them $ 
but thefe would be intirely at the mercy of that power, which might have the fovereignty 
of the feas. I conclude therefore, that England, fo long as fhe maintains her - 
fuperiority in that refpect, will alfo poffefs a fuperiority in America; but the moment 
fhe lofes the empire of the one, fhe will be deprived of the fovercignty of the other : 
for were that empire to be held by France, Holland, or any other power, America, 
will, in all probability, be annexed to it—New eftablifhments formed in the interior 
parts of America, will not come under this predicament ; I fhould therefore think it 
the beft policy to enlarge the prefent colonics, but not to eftablifh frefh ones; for to 
fuppofe interior colonies to be of ufe to the mother country, by being a check upon 

" thofe already fettled, is to fuppofe what is contrary to experience, and the nature 
of things, viz. that men removed beyond the reach of power will be fubordinate to it. 

OGober 20. I embarked again on board the Winchefter, for England; and 
arrived in Plymouth Sound the 21ft of November, after a rough and tempeftuous 
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TRAVELS TO GUAXACA*, 


CAPITAL OF THE PROVINCE OF THE SAME NAME, IN THE KINGDON 
. OF MEXICO. 


BY M. NICOLAS JOSEPH THIERY DE MENONVILLE. 


Avocat de Parliament, and Botanift to the King. 


FYTER communicating to the minifter of His Majefty at the head of the naval 
2X department the plan I had laid of naturalizing the nopal and cochineal infect in 
the French colonies, and receiving with his approbation of my defign the means 
requifite for infuring its fuccefs, I made all diligence to put this plan in practice, 

In this view I embarked for Port-au-Prince, and arrived there after a paflage, 
equally tedious and fatiguing, of fixty-fix days. ‘Tired and difguited with the fea I 
determined on enjoying eafe tor the fpace of a month or two on fhore, a relaxation for 
which length of time appeared to me neceflary towards my becoming acquainted with 
the mode to be adopted for penetrating into the interior of the Spanith territory bor- 
dering on that belonging to France, whence I expected to find a more ready convey? 
ance to Vera Cruz, or to Honduras. Already had I formed {chemes for proceeding 
to Santo Domingo, or, at any rate, for feeking at the Cape an opportunity of reaching 
Havannah by the veffels of the Affiento company, which pafs between that place and 
the Cape in the traffic for flaves; but I could not difguile from myfelf that either of 
thefe two plans was attended with inconvenience. 

In the firft place, I might experience a tedious delay by waiting at the Cape till 
veffel fhould fail for the Havannah. On the other hand, a journey to Santo Domingo 
would prefent many difficulties to an individual unacquainted either with the roads or 
the ufages of the inhabitants, and naturally alarmed by the accounts he received of the 
little intercourfe fubfifting between the colonifts of the two nations. 

I was {till wavering in opinion refpeéting the moft prudent plan to adopt, when, 
by one of thofe fortunate events which, occafionally, in my travels, I was fo happy to 
experience, 1 was relieved from all perplexity. 

[ learned that a merchant of Port-au-Prince was about t- difpatch a brigantine to 
Ffavannah for the purpofe of recovering the cargo ofa veflel which had been wrecked in 
ifs vicinage. * 

Inftantly, altogether mindlefs of the comforts I began to enjoy in a country which 
Ihad fo ardently defired to fee; difregarding the want even which I phyfically ex- 
perienced of fome repofe, I refolved to avail myfelf of this opportunity. Repairing, 


* The fame with Oaxaca, pronounced ’Hooah’-haca. 
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therefore, to the intendant * of the colony, J obtained from hima paffpoft in which I 
was defignated botanift and phyfician. ‘This latter title, to which I had juft preten- 
fions, poffeffing a diploma for the practice of phyfic, I conceived would enable me to- 
travel with additional pleafantnefs, and render me lefs {ufpected than |, night otherwife 
be in my incurfion into New Spain. To conclude, I received, in lieu Of fix thoufand 
livres promifed <ne by the minifter of the navy, no more than four thovfand, a circum- 
ftance occafioned by the deficiency of moncy in the treafury. 

However fmall this fum I refrained from all contention in the ntatter. I was in- 
deed far more fearful of not undertaking the voyage than of the want of comforts to 
which I might be expofed; nay, after a nice computation of the amount I might need, 
I decided on carrying with me no more than two thoufand livres; nor let my decifion 
be charged with arifing from a fordid parfimony, it was not for my individual benefit I 
thus made a retrenchment from the expence incident on ‘an undertaking of fuch im- 
portance, and refolved on fubmitting to every facrifice to cnfure its completion: no; . 
by thus aéting I preferved a refource in cafe of the failure of my firft attempts. 
Eventually I might meet with oppofition to my views at the Havannah, and wafte there 
much time and money ; in which cafe I fhould have means left for trying other ex- 
pedients, feeing that Porto Bello, Carthagena, and St. Thomas de Honduras, were fo 
many other roads I might attempt with profpect of fuccefs. Indeed, I computed on 
no other heavy expences than thofe which the different charges for paflage would 
occafion, as 1 made up my mind beforehand to fubfift on bread and water on my 
journey, fupported by the pleafing refleétion that fhould I meet with fhipwreck I yet 

ad two planks remaining, one in the hands of a trufty friend, and the other in the 
royal treafury. : 

‘My preparations were fimply and fpeedily effected : a few clothes, fome fruit and 
other refrefhments, but efpecially a number of phials, flafks, cafes, and boxes of all 
fizes, comprized the whole of my little cargo. 

I embarked ¢ on the 21ft January 1777, on board the brigantine Dauphin, pierced 
for fixteen guns, and an excellent failer. At ten P.M. we weighed anchor, and by 
eight the‘next morning, under favour of a breeze from the eaft, were a-breaft of the 
Point of Gonave. E 

We fteered on different tacks the whole of the 22d, in the channel of Gonave ; by 
eight P. M. we were under Mount Louis, and attempted to double the point of Saint 
Mark ; the wind blew from the N. E., and enabled us to effect this obje& in courfe of 
the night, which was remarkably fine: a meteor, refembling an arrow of fire, fhot 
horizontally from eaft to weft through the atmofphere, at an elevation of eight hundred 
toifes {, its courfe marked by a broad train of light. 

By morning on the 23d we had paffed Point St. Mark, and diftinguifhed the bay of 
Gonaves, and the table of St. Nicholas Mole; at noon we perceived from one point 
Gonave, Point Mayzi in the ifland of Cuba, and the crazy Cape (Cap a Fou) of 
St. Nicholas Mole. The fhores of Cuba on this eaftern fide feemed to me of equal 
elevation with thofe of Santa Domingo. : 

The 24th, at ten in the morning, I obferved two very light and broken clouds, 
refembling reeds, fpreading through the fpace of a league, and croffing each other at 
obtufe angles, whence 1 conjeCtured that in the upper regions of air two different 


* M. de Vaivne, now (at the publication of the book ) intendant-general of the colonies, - 
+ Notwithftanding this journz] of the voyage from Santo Domingo prefente little that is interefting, 
it has, for the benefit of feamen, been thought right to give it infertion. 
About 5000 feet. 
currents 
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currentsexifted, one of which, by obtaining predominanceoverthe other, would neceffarily 
caufe the wind to change which at that period filled our fails. This day we coated 
along the whole of the fouth-caftern fhores of the ifland Cuba, in length at lealt 
thirty leagues. The lands in this part are fo high that during almoft the whole day 
the clouds floa.4d below the fummit of the mountains. The coaft, very lofty towards 
the eaft, becomes infenfibly lefs fteep as you proceed fouth-weft, until at length it 
finks into alow fhore. At Cape Cruz the country has a barren appearance; the 
mountains are fteep and craggy, with many black rocks which project confiderably, 
and there is no appearance either of cultivation or inhabitants: we were but four 
leagues off this coaft, and diftinguifhed at the time that of Jamaica. When the moon 
rofe we noticed a repetition of the phenomenon of the crofling clouds. . 

On the 25th a moderate wind, aflitted by the currents, carried us out of fight of the 
fhores of Cuba. We caught a feine, two feet long, weighing fix pounds, and 
beautifully marked with blackith vertical ftripes. At eight P. M. the wind frefhened 
to that degree we were obliged to lower our main top-gallants, take in our f{weeps, 
and reef our top-fails: the fea ran high and the veffel pitched terribly ; fortunately the 
moon, now at her full, afforded us a welcome light. 

The wind during the 26th ftill continued violent, with a heavy fea, but this 
gradually became more calm as the wind, which was from the north-eaft, abated of 
its force. The wind continued on our quarter during the remainder of the day, fo 
that we made nine knots an hour. At noon we difcovered the ifland of Caymans, 
very low, almoft covered by the fea, and apparently four leagues diftant; we were 
now on the parallel of the Jardin de la Reyna, expecting on the morrow to fee the 
Mland de Pozos (of Wells). Ateight we caught a caranque, a kind of perch. 

The evening was ferene, the wind abaft from the weft. At eight o’clock more than 
five hundred _porpoifes were feen frolicking before us in the water; of thefe one was 
taken five feet long; this, which was a female, I diffected, and defcribed. At 
three P. M. on the 27th, we perceived El Jardin de la Reyna, low iflands adjacent .to 
that of Pines: we therefore had made a progrels of fixty leagues from yefterday. 

The whole night we had fair weather with a good breeze ; but as all the currents off 
this coaft run towards the fhore, we were under neceffity of fteering fouth-weft till day» 
break, with little fail out. : 

On the 28th we again ftcered north-weft. By eight in the morning we made the 
Ife of Pines; this is a very long ifland: on it are three mountains, and a-flat country 
covered with lofty trees, and feemingly adapted to cultivation. At three P. M. we 
diftinguifhed the Eaftern Cape, preceded by a chain of mountains, fome of them fepa- 
rate from the others. This cape confilts of low lands, which ftretch into the fea the 
diftance of fix leagues. We made off here ten knots an hour, witha brifk gale from 
the N.N.E. In the evening we diftinguifhed Cape Saint Antonio, but as there are 
breakers four leagues out at fea, we dared not venture to double it during the night ; 
we therefore fteered with little fail till eleven at night, making frequent tacks; but 
the man at the helm being overcome with fleep, by two 4. M., we found ourfelves 
fteering for land a league only a-head ; immediately we changed our tack, and backed 
fails ; at five A.M. we refumed our courfe, and doubled the cape at a league diftant. 
‘The low lands of this cape appear fertile, being covered with large and beautiful trees, 
At eleven o'clock we were near the thallows, on which we perceived the veifel whofe 

‘cargo we came to demand. ‘Thefe hallows abound in little iflets, and extend from 
feven to eight leagues out to fea, in a direction north and fouth. The water above 
them is of an emerald green, brilliant and pellucid when looked at in a glafs; the 

Ff THTya a Pere 
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colour of the furrounding fea is a deep blue, The greateft depth of water in this 
bank does not exceed eight feet; fo that not the fmalleft craft dare venture to 
crofs it at rignt angles, When upon the fkirts of this fhallow we faw diftinély the 
bottom veined black and white, though there was fifteen fathoms water. We imme- 
diately veered about and fteered N. W. and fawa French veffel faitate us. We 
were obliged all night long to fteer upon different tacks, firft N. W. and then S. W., 
the wind being adverfe. «*. i 

The 3oth the wind blew ftill from the fame point, with lefs or greater violence: 
whether the men at the helm had fteered falfe during the night, or whether the fhip 
had deflected from her courfe owing to the currents, we found ourfelves three leagues 
to leeward of our reckoning; indeed, we again diftinguifhed the veffel belonging to 
the owner of our fhip near the hore, bearing S. E,, and by it a boat leaving a cove in 
its vicinage, ; 

The 31{t we found ourfelves fifteen leagues above the fhoal ; in fact, after tacking, 
by four P.M., we again had fight of Cape Saint Antonio, four leagues below us. In the 
evening a mizzling fhower obicured objects from our view, but after the rain the wind 
veered to the north, when we fteered eaftward. 

The 1ft of February in the morning, the. wind blowing from the fouth-eaft, we di- 
rected our courfe northward : during the whole night we ran along the coaft, fteering 
E.N.E., but out of fight of land. ‘The winds were this day fo adverfe that fpite of 
our reckoning we were much embarraffed to know where we were, but fuppofed our- 
felves near to land, and being unwilling to continie out of fight of it, we fteered S. E. 
under eafy fail throughout the night. , 

On the 2d at day-break, we made land three leagues diftant, but were unconfcious 
what part. By noon, however, we clearly diftinguifhed a forry hamlet, compofed of a 
few ftraw-houfes, which we afcertained to be Batcyaouda. We now continued our 

_ courfe with all fails fet, and under main and mizen top-gallants; neverthelefs, we were 

unable to fetch the Havannah, though we had a highly pifturefque profpect in our run 
of twelve leagues along the coaft, of very lofty mountains, with fudden and’ pleafing in- 
tervals; the mountains, from the effect of thade, occafionally appearing perpendicular. 
At Jength night came on, when we found ourfelves oppofite a very large mountain. 
Here we backed fails. ‘This whole coaft, bounded by fhoals, the whole diftance 
from Cape Saint Antonio, appears to be very unhealthy. , 
- We remined oppofite this mountain the whole night, for fear of paffing the Ha- 
vannah, the precife fite of which was unknown to us, in order not to near the land too. 
clofe, taking care to keep conftantly founding. ‘The wind, on this occafion, which 
was very violent, and the ftrength of the currents, gave us conftant trouble, and much 
fatigued our crew. ; : 

On the 3d at dawn of day, we had deflected nearly ten leagues towards the E.S. E. 
and were oppofite Marian’s Vable, a remarkable object, the form of which is defcribed 
in the journal of a previous voyage. This table is the annunciator of the Havannah, 
which is fituate three leagues beyond, and is readily diftinguithed by two hills, near to 
each other, in the fhape of the female breaft. We now unfurled all fails, and by nine 
in the morning diftinguifhed the city. : 

As foon as within fight of it, we hoifted the French flag ; an inftant after we faw 
three flags raifed as fignals on a baftion of fort Moro. The view of the city, 
the Havannah, occafioned in me a fingular emotion. The cities of our colonies re- 
femble nothing better than an affemblage of fifhermen’s huts conftruéted in lines; but 
the forireffes of the Havannah, its numerous domes, its lofty fteeples, the red tops of 
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its houles, its high and white buildings, all give it the appearance of an European 
town, and powerfully awakened in me the recolleétion of my darling country. 

Froia the rampart we were direéted, through a {peaking trumpet, to -caft anchor 5 
but the noife of. the waves breaking againft the rocks, the whiflling of the wind, and 
the clamour of the crew, combined to prevent our comprehending exactly what was 

refcribed, and conf quently our obedience of the prefcription ; nay, allowing that the 
injunctions had been fairly underftood, as we could not conceive the neceflity of them, 
they yet would have been difregarded ; hence, partly from chaace, partly from defign, 
availing ourfelves of the wind and tide, which carried us forward through the narrow ftrait 
almott in fpite of exertion, we fteered under full fail into the mouth of the port; thus, 
by one of thofeadventurous darings, which are common perhaps to Frenchmen alone, 
we cut fhort many ceremonies. It is indeed true, had the commander of the fort 
been a man tore inclined to form and feverity than the one who fortunately for us 
was in ftaion, we fhould not have aéted thus, without imminent rifk of a few un- 

rateful falutes from twenty-four pounders. 

"The whole city allembled to enjoy the fpeétacle of a foreign fhip entering the port 
without firt cafting anchor. The captain, who afterwards carried me to Vera Cruz, 
was among the number: he told me that our temerity occafioned him the utmoft 
aftonifhment, and that ours was the only veflel which had ever made fo bold an attempt 
without having caufe for repentance. 

Be this as it may, beyond the Moro fort we were met by the barge of the captain of 
the port, making towards us with great fpeed, and which completed our pilotage to an. 
anchoring: by him we were conducted into the bafin, and placed in front of the 
government-houfe, under the cannon of the captain of the port. 

We had {carcely caft anchor before we were furrounded by a number of boats, in 
which were many idlers, and inquifitive individuals, who immediately boarded us 5 
four officers of the cuftoms came in the number, who were fucceeded by a major of the 
navy, with four foldiers from the fhip of the admiral of the port, a veffel of fixty-four ; 
guns; finally, the aide-major of the place, with a ferjeant and four fufileers feconded 
thefe ; our brigantine was crowded, and refembled.a prize ; the officers of the con- 
tadors, and thofe belonging to the navy and the land fervice, feparately interrogated us,. 
and received our declarations in writing of the motives of our voyage. For my part,, 
Titated that I was a botanift,and came with intention of herborifing. In reply to the con- 
fequent queftion, if we had not plants in our own country? I acknowledged-that we were 
not deficient in that refpect, but that thofe of the Havannah had the credit of poffefling 
fuperior virtues. This, like all thofe reprefentations which flatter Spanith vanity, 
attraéted towards me a degree of confideration which was the more augmented, when by 
a vifo of my paflport, they noticed J was a regular phyfician: at this inflant alfo a 
paffenger fecretly, and in confidence, imparted to fome of the Spaniards that I was 
not only a phyfician, but one alfo of great eminence, who, however, wifhed to hide 
my abilities, fearful if they fhould become public, that I might be impelled to evercife 
them in the city : this communication much encreafed the -refpect fhewn to me from 
feveral quarters. 

While at anchor we had notice given that we could not be permitted to land, and 
two guards belonging to the contador were left on board until orders fhould be re- 
ceived from the governor, who was abfent, and not expected to return before a weck 
fhould pafs ; learning this, we refolved on addrefling a memorial to him, but were void 
of expectation of any anfwer before the lapfe of two days; wé were confequently 
hheed to arm ourtelyes with patience. 


958 DE MENONVILLE’S TRAVELS TO GUAXACA. 


One of our paffengers having ventured to land, and proceeded fo far as to pafs for 
the captain of the fhip, was dcteéted in his impofture, and fent back under a guard of 
four mufqueicers. 

This at of imprudence was nigh being of ferious injury to us: it caufed us to be 
looked upon with fufpicion, and we in confequence were very narrowly watched; for 
three fucceffive nights I obferved their boats, which relieved one the other every hour, 
and were confteatly rowed round our thip, founding with graplings to determine whether 
or no any thing had been caft overboard ; in the day-time alto nothing was allowed to 
leave the fhip without being firft fubjec to the niceft ferunny, 

So little congenial with my feelings was this mode of life, that it caufed me to look 
upon our fhip as a prifon : the fancy hada powerful effet on me; and whether to this, 
whether to the thick and heavy air we breathed in the port, enclofed as it is by hills 
on every fide, the complaint was to be afcribed, I felt a violent head-ach, arid breathed 
with great difficulty ; fucceeded to thefe fymptoms a fever, with prognoftics of a ferious 
diforder. I immediately had recource to a ftrict diet, and pedoral and refrefhing po- 
tations ; and the very day wrote to M. Dorrira, the intendant of the port, to the Marquis 
de la Tour, the governor, and to Don Juan Davant, the King’s lieutenant, expofing in 
my letters that my profeffion was one which could give no room for fuipicion, and my 
flate of health fuch as rendered confinement on board the fhip not only very irkfome, 
but even dangerous ; I reprefented to them, moreover, the perfuafion I felt, from the 
high opinion held of them by the public in general, that, under the circumftances I 
detailed, they would offer no objection to my requcit to be allowed to go on fhore. 

By eight o’clock in the morning next day I difpatched my letters, and as early as nine 
I received a moft obliging and favorable anfwer from the intendant ; but already the 
King’s lieutenant, apprehenfive for my health, the injury I fultained, which had been 
confirmed to him, fent the aide-major of the place on board, to bring me on fhore, and 
offer me the houfe of one of his friends for my refidence until I fhould recover. 

I immediately left the thip, leaving my effects on board, fearful of the arrival of 
fome counter-order, and afterwards paid a vifit to the two gentlemen mentioned, for 
the purpofe of returning them my thanks, In M. Dorrira, formerly conful at Bours 
deaux,I noticed a highly prepoffefling phyfiognomy, a ferious, but at the fame time mild 
deportment, accompanied by much affability, every appearance of a worthy character, 
and, finally, fomewhat of French in his manners. He is a knight of the order of St. 
Charles ; and, refpecting his deferts, his integrity, and benevolence, there exiits but one 
and that a highly flattering opinion. Don Juan Davant is one of thofe veteran and 
gallant military characters whom experience has rendered confummate in his duty, 
full of franknelfs, and poffeffed of that noble-mindednefs which is almoft ever the con- 
comitant of real bravery: he is brigadier of the armies, and general infpector of the 
colony. 

Both thefe gentlemen received me in the moft handfome manner, begging my par- 
don even for their ignorance of my indifpofition : they proffered their lervices to me 
in every refpedt, and to confirm definitively the order for my landing, which hitherto 
had been but provifional. : 

I held a long difcourfe with the intendant on fubjets regarding natural hiftory, 
commerce, and manufaétures ;_ on his part he related to me, with much gratification to 
himfelf, the fact of certain bees which had accidentally been tranfported to the 
Havannah from Florida, having multiplied to fuch a degree as to produce a very 
important branch of commerce and taxation, and this in the very limited fpace of fix 
years. 

For 
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. For the King’s lieutenant he made many enquiries refpecting the population. of x6r- 
colony in St. Domingo ; its aétual ftrength in European foldiers,’ colonial troops, and. 
militia: he frankly expofed to me thofe of the ifland of Cuba; and teltified a full con- 
fidence in the perpetuation of the alliance fubfifting between France and Spain. 

He was fo obliging to admit my requeft of being allowed to pay my refpects, to. him, 
as alfo was thé intendant: he even folicited me to make my vifits frequent, an invi- 
tation of which I availed myfelf with much fatisfa&ion during my ftay. a 

On leaving them I took'a lodging in an inn in the great {quare, where then the 
palace of government was building, and where already the “office of accounts (conta- 
doria) had been completed. : oe gid 

The land air, liberty, the grateful reception I experienced, thefe combined had a 
very falutary influence on my health, which was almoft inftantly evinced: three days- 
were fufficient to effect my perfect reftoration. . 

I then had opportunity of furveying the whole of the town and its environs, and: 
began to augur favourably of my travels. é 

On the return of the governor I haftened to pay my refpeéts to him. The. intene 
dant had already acquainted him with my landing : he received mé.with kindnefs, and: 
granted me permiffion to herborife within the precinéts of the city; but whilethe ap- 

eal of humanity to his finer feelings enacted a grant of wider extenfion, the imperious. 
obligation of the law forbade the allowance; he even in exprefs terms prohibited my- 
advancing farther inland than ten leagues from the city. 1 returned him thanks in; the 
moft cordial manner for the licence I received, and not only, at my requeft, obtained 
leave to pay my refpeéts to him ; but, after taking coffee, was politely invited to dine: 
with him the fucceeding day. 1 found him furrounded by many perfons of rank, as. 
well military as others, to whom he introduced me, and efpecially Don Luis Huety 
direétor-general of the engineers and of fortifications, whom he informed me was of 
French extraétion. On my praifing a very beautiful fquirrel from Mexico, of which;, 
as well as of a parrot, I begged his permiffion to take a likenefs, he infifted-on. my. 
accepting both the one and the other ; but this excefs of liberality I declined. Shortly 
after he made me withdraw into his cabinet to converfe refpe€ting France :. his-queftions, 
.as well as his eafy and noble manners, ftamped him diftinctly a finifhed courtier: our 
converfation afterwards turned upon the arts. On this occafion he led me to an alley: 
he had planted with trees, and which I had previoufly feen: I frankly imparted my dif, 
approbation of the manner in which the ground was laid out;. and after giving my.reafons. , 
why, in fuch a burning climate, it ought rather to be covered with turf, he felt con- 
vidtion. The ftage formed the next fubjeé of our difcourfe: he fhewed me the defign 
for the-curtain of the opera-houfe he had built, and on the boards of which he had 
fucceeded in caufing the Didone of Metaftafio to be reprefented: the defign was a. 
delicately flattering compliment paid the governor by the inhabitants, and one that, for 
an American city, might juftly be confidered of lively invention; but the execution of 
the draught by no means correfponded. Phoebus was reprefented in the chariot of 
day, leaving the palace of the hours, and illuminating with his beams the city of. the- 
Havannah, perfonified under the figure of a female, feated at the foot of a tree, near: 
the margin of the fea, and fronting the Moro caftle :. fhe was crowned with towers and. 
battlements, and refted her right hand on a thield: difplaying the arms of the-city,:while 
with the other fhe wantoned with genii. The fault in the execution chieflyconfifted. 
in the forced compliment intended for the marquis, and the confequent inappropriate 
reprefentation of “ the gorgeous palace of the fun.’” Here, thename of the governor. 
being de la Tour, the fun was reprefented iffuing from a very. {imall.tower, the gate of 
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which, difproportionately {mall, refembled more that of a dungeon than a yerta 
for the:paffage of the radiant car of the fun, and its four impetuous courfers. I pointed 
cout this defect to thd governor, obferving at the time that feemingly the painter was 
ignorant of the metamorphofes of Ovid, and the pompous defcription-of the palace of 
the fu, in that work beginning Regia folis erat. He fought excufe for the painter, 
and recommended me 'to go to the opera; at length I left him, greatty pleafed with 
my reception, and perfeétly eafy refpefting my fojourn at Havannah. 

The followiiig day I vifited the opera : the interior con{tru€ed on the plan of that 
at Naples, is truly handféme, and poffeffes an airinefs and elegance peculiar to itfelf, 
arifing from the circumftance of the boxes being feparated_from each other only by 
delicate baluftrades very wide apart: through every part of the houfe found is con- 
veyed diftinétly ; and. from every quarter there is a perfeét view of the ftage ; add to 
thefe, the pit has the advantage, uncommon in France, ‘of feats for the fpe€tators. The 
opera was performed in a manner, in my opinion, fupérior to any I had ever feen 
before. ZEneas was reprefented by an Italian virtuofo, of exquifite voice, a moft elegant 
figure, and noble countenance, and, with thefe prepoffeflions in his favor, who 
thoroughly comprehended his part, and aéted in the firit ftyle : a Caftilian was the Dido 
of the piece, her confident a mulatrefs, and. Yarbe was given by a Spaniard: thefe 
three actors, a circumftance certainly not very common, alike fang with tafte and pre- 
cifion, and admirably played alike the different charafters, This was the firft opera at 
which I had been prefent, where in lieu of the repeated thumps of a clumfy and noify 
truncheon, the time was led by a violin of extraordinary power and precifion, played 
by the fecretary of the governor, which infpired the whole of the performers with an 
accuracy, a truth of expreffion, that rendered the harmony complete: through the 
whole piece I found no room for the flighteft blame, except on the introdudtion ofa 
folo, intended no doubt to difplay the fuperior abilities of an exquifite violin, and which 
perfeétly effe€ted this end, but which at the fame time interrupted the concatination 
of the piece, and neceffarily caufed a dimjnution of intereft in it among the audience. 

However pleafed with the opera, with their comedia I was far from fatisfied ; fo man’ 
things in it occurred oppofite to the tafte and rules by which we are guided in Francé, 
that I {aw nothing but ridiculous defects, of which thefe are fome {pecimens : the name 
of God, of Jefus, of the Virgin, and of.various faints occur in almoft every phrafe : 
the actors generally, but efpecially the women, never make their appearance without 
“a rofary of beads: in every fcene a duel is introduced ; do two lovers meet, the fcab- 
bard muft of confequence be emptied, arid between two parenthefes you read (Saca /a 
Spada) ; all pieces, whether comic or tragic, are not only comedias, but comedias 
Jamofas, however wretched the piece, however defpicable the author : to complete the 

i@ure, the titles of their pieces are ridiculoufly filly, as an inftance, La cabellera de 
Abfalor, The long hair of Abfalom. . 

‘The comedia which fucceeded the opera, was of a fingular defcription :\a fingle a@or 
kills a dozen men, women, and children, without the flighteft refiftance on their parts, 
and ranges them in a row as he ftabs them; the work complete, he calmly wipes his 
dagger onthe upper leather of his thoe; this fcene, fo ftrange is the depravity of 
Spanith tafte, was regarded as very fine. For ‘my part, as it was carnival time, I 
Imagined that this was an emblematic reprefentation of the horrors attendant on drunk- 
ennefs; but enquiring of one near me, 1 learnt I was miftaken: ftill, notwithftanding 
what Ihave obferved, I have fince di(covered in their works of this kind abundance of 
wit, and many palfages remarkable for their {pirituality, delicacy, and gallant bearing. 


DE MENONVILLE’S TRAVELS TO GUAXACA, : 964 


The following day I again paid a vifit to the governor, and fpoke to-him ‘of what 
Lhad feen, when the account I rendered appeared to give him great fatisfattion, °.-’ 

* I prefented to him, as I had previoufly to the intendant, a {mall packet of feeds for 
the kitchen garden, and flower-feeds : thefe he divided, giving part to Don Luis Huet, 
who dined with him that day; and, as I afterwards underftood he was a planter, I 
begged his aeceptance of another packet: he expreffed with great civility the inclination 
he felt tq ferm an acquaintance with me ; in confequence, I invited him to my apart- 
ments, anda few days after he came in his carriage to take me to his country-houfe : 
here I found his lady, a Genoefe of noble birth and extraordinary merit, one of his 
daughters, and an officer of the artillery. After breakfaft, we went into the garden and 
fewed all the feeds which I had prefented to him: our paftime was truly a feftival, 
enlivened by gaiety, wit, well merited compliments, and the moft pleafing converfa 
tion, in which due regard was maintained to decorum; in fhort, fo agreeably fped the 
moments that we paft through four hours of toil and fcarcely thought thém one. 
After our gardening was finifhed, a very delicate dinner was ferved up in the French 
ftile : cards were then introduced ; and when we had taken a walk through the planta- 
tion, we returned to town, 7 

‘Vhis villa is fituate under the cannon of Fort Principe, which was planned by Don 
Luis Huet himfelf; and the works of which he pointed out to me with as much con- 
fidence as if we had been for years acquainted : the foil is {tony and dry ; {till manive, 
called by the Spaniards yacca, is cultivated here; and fuch is the induftry of the 
proprietor of the ground, that its produce yields an annual revenue of three thoufand 

iafters, : 
; Don Luis Huet is a man in high efteem for ability in his profeffion, as well as for 
his partiality to literature. With the confidence of the court he enjoys the refpedt of the 
people ; and his rank of colonel, places him in a condition to look forward to a ftill more 
diftinguifhed appointment. 

His houfe was that where I moft frequently vifited at the Havannah. Occafionally I 
went to pay my refpects to the governor, the intendant, and the King’s lieutenant : 
the reft of my time was employed in botanical excurfions round the town, in ftudying 

the Spanith language, and pondering on the moft material, the chief object of my 
travels. 5 

Still T muft confefs time flew with leaden wings during my ftay at the Havannah, a tay 
of more than fix weeks. 

The promife of the exterior of the city of the Havannah is belied by its internal 
appearance, which has little in it pleafing; its length is about ‘a mile and a half 
(2240 toifes) 5 its breadth three quarters of a mile (600 toifes) ; its fte is on a rock 
on the fea fide, and its form a femicircle, or rather femiellipfis, the greater diameter 
being along the fhore ; the houfes are all of them built of ftone, from one to three 
flories high; it contains four very extenfive fquares, which however are only half 
finifhed, poffefs little fymmetry, and are covered every where with rubbith ; the ftreets 
are regular ‘and ftraight, but narroy, with a foot-pavement on each fide, aud an 
unpaved road in the midit, in which two carriages can f{carcely pafs abreaft; as the 
city is on a dead level, the water frequently ftagnates on the rock, in which deep ruts 
have on progrefs of time been formed by the wheels of carriages; a plan has been 
propofed for repairing the road, paving it, and giving it a flope; but the mode of 
paving projected, a {pecimen of which I faw in fome of the ftreets near the govern. 
ment-houfe, is too fingular to pafs unmentioned. The material employed is blocks of 
iron’ wood, ten inches fquare, conneéted with other blocks longitudinally laid like a 
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floor ; the folidity of this pavement is fuch, that notwithftanding the roads thus made 
have been travelled over for two years by a vast number of carriages, no trace on the 
wood of any wheel is feen, nor have the blocks in any part been difturbed from theif 
original pofitior. Should the plan be carried into effect, and the whole city be thus 
paved, it will difplay a very curious and fpecial fingularity. Towards the land fide 
the Havannah is not ftrong, as it is defended merely by a fimple curtain, flanked by 
baftions, 4nd almoft in every part without a ditch, owing to the immenfe labour requi- 
fite to excavate the rock ; it is however now fecured from any attack on this fide by 
the Fort del Principe, built eight hundred toifes (nearly one mile) in advance, on an 
eminence which {tretches to the town: on the fide next the fort it is inacceffible. The 
port, one of the moft beautiful and fpacious in the world, is a bafon nearly circular, 
which receives feveral {mall rivers; it runs a league in depth from the neck to the 
extremity ; the entrance is protected on the town fide by a fort, oppofite to the wall 
and fides of three baftions, which, placed one above the other in tiers, command the 
anchorage in the road; on each of the flanks of thefe baftions there are commonly 
mounted eighteen twenty-four pounders : on the fide fronting the country, a wall built 
on a rock, till the arrival of the Englifh before it, confidered impregnable, defends 
the entrance of the port; the Cavana, another fortrefs “newly conftruéted above the 
wall, commands both the port and city, and its fire croffes that of Fort del Principe ; 
finally, two other fmall forts at the bottom of the port, two tiers of guns on low 
batteries beneath the wall, the Cavana along the fhore, and a battery level with the - 
water, render this city extremely formidable: it is fuppofed that its different defences 
mount altogether eight hundred pieces of cannon, chiefly twenty-four pounders. 
Never will it be attempted on the part of any nation to force the gut, for fuch an 
attempt would be madnefs: two Englifh frigates which ventured the hazardous enter-. 
prize during the fiege of the place, were in confequence funk : nothing more beautiful 
than the appearance of the forts can poflibly be imagined, their conftruction being on 
the moft profufely expenfive fcale. The only recommendation of the houfes of the town 
isa certain air of grandeur, large gates and courts, wide windows projecting two feet over 
the ftreet, fupported on pilafters, heavy balconies of wood covered with tiles on the 
upper ftories, paliffades of wood coarfely faftened, and of enormous fize, all thefe give 
Tomewhat heavy, fombre, and repulfive to the look of the houfes; internally they 
~have commonly a vaft court furrounded by Gothic arcades, large, and in the Moorith 
ftyle ; the gallery formed by thefe, communicates with large but ill-difpofed apart- 
Iwents badly furnifhed the doors and windews of them refembling thofe of a fort or 
dungeon, as much by the thicknefs of the portals as by their Gothic ftruéture. In, 
the veftibule, or in the chief apartment of the houfe, it is common to have the arms of 
the family blazoned in manner of trophies, an ufage derived from the time of chivalry, 
which if occafionally it be but vain parade yet again oftentimes ferves to excite true 
bravery and a fpirit capable of any daring enterprize. ‘The houfes of the lower orders. 
have rarely any flat ceilings, and all, even thofe belonging to people in eafy circumftances, 
inftead of being favoured with wood, or fquares of tile or ftone, have merely an earthen 
floor, which by its prefervaig humidity, I found of injurious effects to health. With 
the wealthy, the furniture of the rooms is of wood partly gilt, curtains of crimfon . 
damafk with gold fringe, and fome japanned works, paintings, and glafs luftres. The 
- beds are very fimple, and no pier-glaifes or other mirrors are feen, no inlaid work of 
wood for floors, and neither carpets or tapeftry, in fhort nothing correfponding with 
the fumptuoufity or elegance of French apartments. ‘The Spaniard is as modeft in 
his dwelling as he és fober in his node of living; the Englifh have taught him the 
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rgethod of cooking certain difhes, and the ufe of different pieces of furniture; of che 
talents of the difciple, a judgment may readily be formed by refleGion on who were his 
matters. . 

The men wear coats of the French fafhion, but the cut of the body is fo fhort, that 
the pockets are nearly under ‘the arm; above this coat, generally of cotton or taffity, 
a cloak is worn of buradilli or camblet ; thofe who feck to render themfelves con- 
fpicuous, wear a blue or fearlet cloak, embroidered or trimmed witht gold; this is a 
famptuofity, however, not within the compafs of every one, as fuch-a cloak cofts five 
hundred piafters ; ftill thofe of the height of fafhion decline wearing it, preferring the 
French drefs. The hair, which is rarely feen powdered or frizzled, is enveloped 
in anet, and covered with a broad brimmed hat. Such is the drefs of the men. ~ 

The women feldom wear gowns, but almoft always are dreffed in a corfet and 
petticoat, with an apron of gauze or muflin, and a few ribbands; they wear no 
powder, nor is their hair frizzled, but braided and turned up, or worn in chignon 
under their cap; to'this is added, attached above the hair, a {prig of rue or abfynthum. 
Their ornaments confift of crofles, rings, gold necklaces, and large bracelets of 
maffive gold, that weigh a quarter of a pound. Happy fhe who wears a bracelet on 
her left wrift! but how much happier if one on each! She amufes herfelf conftantly 
in faftening and detaching them, as well as in pulling off and drawing on her glove, 
and all for the purpofe of attracting attention to her beautiful and well turned arm. 
French women paint: for the Spanifh ladies they have a black patch of a round or 
oval form at each temple ; thefe at night are removed, and white patches are fubftituted 
(which pretty well refemble a plaifter); in the morning, they wear inftead the leaf of 
an orange tree. 

Few handfome women, and ftill fewer who had pretenfions to elegance, were feen 
by me at the Havannah ; they never go abroad, but in the morning to mafs, and the 
evening for a ride, hence they are not to be feen either in the ftreets, fhops, or any 
public room. Conftantly fhut up in their own apartments, the pleafure of enjoying 
an airing out of the city is the only enticement can induce them to leave them. ‘This 
indeed-is their favourite pleafure, nor is it coftly ; four hundred piafters for a coach- 
man, ahundred and fifty fora mule, five hundred for a chaife, in all about a thoufand 
piafters pay every expence ; hence the city {warms with carriages. Even the meaneft 
clerk drives his chaife ; and it is as common to prefent one toa miftrefs, as in France a 
box of fweetmeats. ; - e 

It muft further be obferved, that in no part of the world is money fo plenteous as at 
the Havannah. It circulates in taligas, refembling thofe bags of a hundred piftoles in 
courfe at Paris; and the counters of the officers of revenue are covered with piles of 
reals of plate, which they exchange for hard dollars with fingular difpatch. ; 

The markets are plenteoufly fupplied with every kind of provifion, but efpecially 
vegetables, which are quite as good as in France; fifh and turtle are extremely cheap ; 
beef fells at areal the four pounds; excellent mountain and tent wine at two rials 
the bottle; indeed, no town in America is better furnifhed-with means of good living, 
or at a more reafonable rate. This advantage is to be attributed in great meafure to 
the divifion of the real into quartillos of tin, for nothing is more favorable to ceconomy 
than {mall coin. 

The trade of Havannah and Mexico is in the hands of the Catalans, whofe commonly 
ative, laborious, enterprifing and perfevering difpofition, have acquired for many of 
them confiderable fortunes ; they are in confequence an object of envy to Spaniards at 
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lange, who feek to difguife this feeling under the veil of contempt, an aflumed. fentiment 
ag little commendable as that whichis the real one. For one Caftilian engaged in trade 
there are thirty Catalans. Intoxicated with fuccefs, however, they prayed for-exclufive 

privileges, a kind of monopoly but too commoh in Spain. hey had propofed, as fpe- 
culators, to fupply the colony altogether with wines from Malaga and Alicant at a real the 
bottle, whereas the aétual price is two reals; but their petition was rejected; ag it was accom- 
panied by a requeft of being the only ones allowed to introduce and fell the commodity. 

The articles of trade are iron, linen, iron ware, filks, clocks and watches, wines aad 
Spices. . 

7 At the Havannah, as in Mexico, little other is feen than Brittany linen, the coarfeft of 
which fells at a dollar the vara*. The iron ware is all of it imported from Germany ; 
the clocks and watches from England ; the {mall quantity of Indianas and Perfianas con- 
fumed, which are not from the fabrics of Mexico, are derived from France. The 
Genoefe, for whom: the Spaniards evince great partiality, furnifh them with all filk 
articles for veils, caffocks, black hoods worn by the women on going to church, mantles 
for priefts, &c. Their iron is partly drawn from Sweden, partly from old Spain. Spain 
likewife fends hither oil, wine, and paper of deteftable quality. What is highly fingular, 
neither at Havannah nor at Vera Cruz can blue paper be procured: I wanted fome 
quires to dry my herbs between, but was only able to procure a few fheets in which cer- 
tain goods had been inveloped, and which, notwithflanding, I was charged for at a very 
extravagant rate. : 

Neither at the Havannah nor in any part of America is fuch a thing known as a pub- 
lic promenade planted with trees. M. le Marquis de la Your attempted to form ong 
round the ramparts, but it did not fucceed, and nothing but the walk remains unfhel- 
tered ; another, attempted at an earlier period, and planted with orange trees, is likewife 

gone to ruin, * 

The Havannah contains about twenty-five thoufand inhabitants. The whole popula- 
tion of the ifland, including negroes and mulattoes, does not exceed a hundred and 
fixty-fix thoufand fouls, according to the ftatement in poffeffion of the governor which 
J faw; and from a French engineer from Vera Cruz, who had lived a length of time at 
Mexico, I learnt that all this vaft empire of Spain, in America, contains no more than a 

~ million inhabitants. 

At the time I was there the Havannah contained no more than three thoufand regular. 

afyoops, there was, however, in addition to thefe, a body of militia, excellently difciplined, 

confifting of fixteer hundred men. 

Not a fingle church did I obferve worthy an account of its archite€ture to be noticed , 
all of them are long buildings, dark as dungeons, ornamented on the right and left with 
innumerable chapels, with frontifpieces compofed of a medley of orders of architecture, 
wretchedly encumbered with ufelels trappings, and fill more wretchedly disfigured by 
the utter abfence of all proportion ; though profufely covered with gildings, thefe were 
at the fame time claffed, if the term be applicable, in the moft revalting and fuperflitious 
corfufion: not one of the: chapels but will have coft upwards of ten thoufand piafters, 
andin every church are at leaft thirty or forty. At this time the church of the Jefuits, 
defigned for a cathedral, is nearly complete ; on furveying it you would imagine before 
you a ftructure of the ninth century. : 
~ Fach of the thirty churches contained within the city, has feven or eight brotherhoods, 
who are conftantly making proceffions out of number, but thefe moit efpecially at the 

* A meafure fomewhat lefs than a yard Englith, : 
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At this time, (the ceremonies on which occafion I had before aquired 
in France and Sf. Domingo, ) at this time, { fay, there could not have been here lefs than 
three thoufand proceflions: nothing could be feen but proceffions, and ro other talk or 
noife was heand but of which thefe werd the caufe or theme: They were everlafting, 
from morning to night, genefal proceflions, and proceflions of individuals, of parifhes, 
communities,and of every brotherhood : the members of thefe patroled the ftreets with 
lanterns, deafening the ear with the difcordant notes of hoarfe bafloons, and twanging 
guitars, and driving the god of fleep from every eyelid as long as they lafted ; finally, 
were proceflions of every father of a family, followed by his wife, his children, and 
domettics, who, chaplet in hand, repaired to their particular chapels. 

Every houfe has its chapel, at which each month a particular . feftival is. ce- 
lebrated. 

The feftival of the dedication of the different churches, and {till more particularly . 
that of their feveral patrons, are grand celebrations : the evening before by nine o’clock 
the fteeple is illuminated, and a grand concert is given, to which it is ufual to liften from 
the roofs of the neighbouring houfes. The fucceeding day this fame fteeple exhibits a 
variety of {treamers of different colours; the body of the church is filled with tapers to 
fuch extreme as not badly to reprefent a fiery furnace, through the aifles of 
which bad mufic is badly heard, but in which alfo {plendid offerings are made. 
~ The bithopric of the Havannah reputedly produces forty thoufand piafters. Don 
Fulano Echavaria, who is the prefent incumbent, is apparently high in favor at court. 
He caufed an order to be publithed which bore for title “Eneuentra il execrable 
erimen de los contrabandiftas,” againft the execrable crime of fmuggling. I could not 
refrain afking a prieft of my acquaintance, who happened to be his fecretary, if fuch an 
offence was entitled execrable what epithet was in referve.for the crime of treafon? but 
my queftion remained unfolved. ; e 

Nothing can be conceived more rigid than the ordinances againft, nor more harth 
than the punifhments for fmuggling, fince the very firft delinquency deteéted renders 
both body and goods of the culprit liable to confifeation. Notwithftanding this, nothing 
is more common than contraband traffic: all alike purfue it: burghers, priefls and 
foldiers, Does a veffel arrive? it inftantly fwarms with faces utterly unknown, and 
whofe only bufinefs is to inform you, that fuch and fuch articles are prohibited, and 
officioufly and out of pure good will to render you the fervice of conveying furrepti- 
tioufly on fhore your boxes of gold lace or other unlicenfed articles of import ; nor pre- 
Same to fhew or entertain the leaft miftruft: an infidelity in inftances of this kind is 
4 matter unheard of, fo readily are all in league to evade a law fo barbarous and 


a 
unjutt. 

Falfe coining is punifhed by the ftake. 

In fhort, every thing is either farmed or otherwife monopolifed, which multiplies not 
only the temptation but the neceffity of fmuggling. 

The baker of Havannah is obliged to buy a licenfe to profecute his trade, for which 
he pays a hundred piafters to government. - : 2 

Paper, gunpowder, wine, tobacco, all are farmed throughout the whole of Mexico, 
and what is fill more fingular, ftill more odious, the tobacco and cacao grown in one 
province are prohibited articles in another. On the miferable, and, verily, moft miferable, 
fhores of Yucatan, I have feen the trade for boats, cables, cordage, and even hammocks 
exclufively engroffed by farmers under the government. 

Thus it is, by errow@ous calculations, that the Spanifh government annihilates the com- 
meres, 2c population, and comforts of its fubjeéts; hence flow difcouragem.ent, in- 
activity 


period of carnival. 
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ey _ wretchednefs, the infallible precurfors of weaknels, uncleanlinefs, diforders, 
and death, : 

To thefe caufes, no doubt can be entertained, is the endemial leprofy of Carthagena, 
mentioned by the Abbé Raynal, to be afcribed. Already has it {pread to the Havannah, 
where a leper-fpital has been conftruéted for the reception of a huadred and fifty 
patients: in this very fpital are at the fame time admitted fuch as are affliated with 
venereal complaints. I made a vifit to it in company with a phyfician of the country, 
but confefs the fight filled me with horror, and that I had need of great exertion, and 
the prefervative of a flatk of ftrong vinegar, with which I took care to be provided, to 
qualify me to fupport the difguft by which my fenfes were affailed. The management 
of the hofpital is but indifferent, for, though furrounded with walls, the doors are con- 
ftantly kept open in the day time, and the fick are perpetually going in and out, 

+ without any reftri€tion even from their traverfing the whole of the city. 

Though France can boaft of but ttle commerce with the Havannah, it is much to be 
apprehended that this frightful malady may eventually be introduced into her colonies; 
to effe& this but little intercourfe is required, and communication to a certain extent is 
continuous. I could not look on a negrefs whom I faw at Port au Prince, and who 
was completely covered with an elephantiafis, without fhuddering at once with pity and 
horror : I faw the poor wretch, abandoned by her owners, begging througi: the ftreets 
and markets, where thoufands of {laves were liable to receive the infeGtion ; and cannot 
refrain from obferving, that much greater attention than is, ought to be paid to 
the prevention of thofe terrible confequences, to which this and fimilar occurrences 
might lead. ; : 

Pot want of wells, all the houfes at the Havannah have cifterns. Two of the {quares 
are adorned with fountains which ftream forth water conduéted by fubterranean chan- 
nels from a fmall river, the courfe of which is defended by the Fort del Principe, fo that 

an enemy would be unable to cut off this fupply from the city, in cafe of a fiege, without 
firft taking the citadel. 

The air of the city is generally pure and healthy ; the winds from the north, which 
prevail throughout half the year on the coaft, cool the atmofphere to that degree that I 
always felt cold at night, and even in the morning, until by ten the fun’s warmth dif- 
perfed it, raifing the thermometer of Bourbon, to five or fix degrees above the freezing 

int. 

Eee had fix months elapfed fince my arrival at the Havannah, during which I 
had inceflantly been tormented with the defire of completing my enterprize: the time 
appeared to me in confequence intolerably tedious. I delayed thus long the profecution 
of my plan merely to prevent my becoming fufpected by a people naturally jealous and 
miftruftful, and whofe eyes were conftantly upon me: the better to lull fufpicion re- 
f{pecting the real object of my refearches, I conftantly affected the heedleffnefs of a man 
intent on harborizing ; but, at length, weary of the {tate of incertitude in which I lived, 
and yielding to the impulfe which dire&ed me to Vera Cruz, I began to think ferioufly 
of the means of reaching that city. 

1 thought it prudent ftill to ufe ftratagem, and pretending to be actuated by that 
volatility and inconftancy of difpofition, oftentimes with fo little propriety afcribed to 
Frenchmen, and which occafionally is fo favourable a cover to deep defigns, I feigned 
to be overcome with ennui from my long ftay at the Havannah, and the too narrow 
limits prefcribed me as a botanift. I readily obtained belief, and met with commifera- 
tion ; and by this trick partly, and partly by a fortunate occurrence of which I availed 
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One day Doh Manuel Feliz Ruick, the factor of the Affiento company, at whofe 
houfe I had twice before been to obtain change for fome joes*, enquired if the reort 
he had heard was true of my being a pupil of Mr. Juffieu. On my fatisfying him in the 
affirmative, he informed me that he himfelf had been fecretary to Don Antonio Uloa, 
one of the literary charaéters difpatched by the King of Spain, in company with our acade- 
micians to Pern ; that he had been very intimate with him; and on account of hit intelli- 
gence and focal virtues, that he had a more tender regard for him than any man alive. 
This fubject of our converfation gave room for my obferving, that I alfo hould have been 
delighted with ax opportunity of vifiting Pow ; but that, as my time was limited, and 
my means deficient for this purpofe, I fhould feel much pleafure if any chance fhould 
enable me to traverfe Mexico. Don Ruick inftantly tendered me his fervice towards 
procuring me the facility of making this journey; he was already highly interefted in 
my favor: from my intimacy with Mr. Juffieu, promifed me letters for Don Antonio 
Uloa, at that time general of the fleet at Vera Cruz, and generoufly proffered to become 
my furety in a bond of a hundred thoufand dollars. 

This, certainly, was a very lucky incident, and a handfome progrefs towards the ef- 
feftuation of mydefigns; but this was not all; I yet feared leftthe governor fhould object 
to grant me a paflport, notwithftanding he had promifed he would upon the inclination 
I expreffed of feeing a country, in the praife of which he was no lefs lavith than the reft 
of his countrymen, prone to think well of their poffeflions, I perhaps miftrufted him 
unjuftly, but certainly not without fome grounds for my fear; as, amid the careffes and 
kindnefs I experienced from Don Lues Huit and his lady, I was able to trace a 
fund of curiofity, and was fubje& to queftions, natural enough in themfelves, and 
efpecially fo coming from a woman. . 

I communicated my doubts to Don Ruick, which he eafily difperfed, and even 
promifed to fpeak on the fubjet the fucceeding day, to the Marquis de la Tour. 

I now nfiade preparation for my departure, without communicating my intentions to 
any one breathing, not even my hoft: the packet for Vera Cruz was to fail in three - 
days time, and fhort as the notice, I refolved not to mifs the opportunity before me. 

‘The next day was Sunday, a day on which the governor holds a levee at his palace. 
The fuperior officers, on this occafion, the municipal officers of police and finance, 
repair to the palace between the hours of ten and eleven. The governor grants them 
audience, and receives their refpects in the government hall : it may fafely be faid that 
if this cuftom eftablifhes, and’ reminds the courtiers of fubordination, it leffens the 
humiliation which the high fpirited man, loft in the crowd, mutt feel at being obliged to. 
render homage to individuals undeferving either of affeétion or efteem; for this levee 
alfo furnifhes an occafion for foliciting and obtaining trifling favours, and for expediting 
affairs of little moment which would only tend to perplex or clog thofe particular 
audiences held for matters of graver import. 

This was the firft time of my being prefent at a fimilar audience, and the object of 
my attending it was to folicit my paflport ; but finding here- Don Manuel Ruick, who 
repeated the promife he had made me of {peaking himfelf on the fubject to the Marquis 
de la Tour, I judged it expedient to leave the management of iy folicitation with him,, 
and withdrew, well fatisfied with the profpedts before me. 

In the afternoon the militia cavalry was to be reviewed : I faw the Marquis in. company 
with Don Luis Huet, and both bent to me with great civility ; this appeared to me of 


* A Portugu:fe coin value 35s. 2d. the price of Engiith ftandard gold being 378. 103d, the ounce troy. 
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‘good omen, and I haftened to the government houfe. As I afcended_the fteps I met 
Don Luis who was leaving the hall, and who enquired if 1 repaired thither in view of 
afking any favor ; I anfwered in the affirmative, informing him of as much as was pros 
per of my defign: upon this he proffered to accompany me to fecond my requeft, at 
the fame time adding, he thought his interpofition would not be needed:-in confequence 
I thanked him for his politenefs, and took my leave of him. ~ 

I waited but Jittle ere the governor approached towards me with that benignant look 
his features commonly wore, and enquired what my wifhes? I took the liberty of 
reminding him of the promife he had made of granting me a paffport for Mexico; and 
ftated I had come for the purpofe of obtaining it. He gave it me at the inftant, and 
without making it dear, as is but too common with his equals, by thoufands of dif- 
ficulties and delays ; he merely told me he was fearful I might not eventually meet 
with that gracious reception from the viceroy of Mexico which he himtelf defired ; 
concluding with withing me fuccels on my voyage. -I thanked him for his kindnefs, 
and after paying my refpedts withdrew. ‘This excellent man remained a long time in 
the veftibule to fee me depart ; and when on the lait ftair of the flight of fteps I turned 
again to make my laft falutation, I had the fatisfaction to fee him return it, teftifying 
by his features and gefture the intereft he took in my welfare. Men in place! how 
eafy is it for you to engender love and veneration! whence can you ever choofe to be 
diftant, harfh, and rude? 

In poffeflion of my paffport the livelinefs of my joy was proportioned to the in- 
quietude I had felt refpeéting the poflibility of my procuring it ; folded in my pocket I 
kept it as the deareft treafure, and woe to him fhould dare to ravith it from my pof+ 
feffion! That it might be perfeétly fecure I flew to place it in fafety ; I haftened light 
as air to Don Ruick, who gave me his letters for Don Antonio Uloa; I embraced 
‘him while I affured him of my devotion and gratitude, and returned to my holt to fup 
with a feeling of contentment which defies expreflion. ‘fhen only did ] fpeak of my 


. departure: though apparently grieved to lofe me, as he reckoned upon my longer 


flay, mine hoft yet condefcended to fhare the joy I expreffed, and gave me letters for 
a merchant at Vera Cruz, and a fettler at Vheulchiftan, on the road to Mexico. _ 

IT had now to treat for my paflage: the mafter of the packet would take no lefs than 
a hundred hard dollars; the demand was exorbitant, but it was vain to reafon, his 
avarice was inflexible: to all my arguments he oppofed a truly Spanifh phlegm and 
gravity, and coolly pocketed my money without once taking his cigar from his mouth. 
“We were to have failed the following day, but his departure was procraftinated three 
days longer, during which I made my farewell vifits. 

At length, on the r1th March 1777, we went on board, and weighed anchor at 
eight in the morning, faluting the city and the feven citadels with one gun. 

What then, and at all times feemed to meincredible, was the fmall number of vef- 
fels in this famous port; during the fx weeks of my ftay I noticed no more than fifteen 
of from. eighty to two hundred tons, including the packet from Vera Cruz, 
and-in this laft port, though I remained there afterwards ten weeks, I faw no greater 
number, = : 

With what pleafure, as I left the port, did I contemplate thofe tiers of batteries, 
the citadels and forts which line the approaches to the Havannah, and the innumerable 
mouths of thundering cannon with which they are furnithed |. On my arrival I fancied 
them all dire&ted againft me, all pointed towards the prevention of my. fcheme of 
obtaining the cochineal infe&t: how much then muftI not have felt elated! how grate- 
£yl the felf-applaufe I enjoyed, at having had the temerity of braving, and the ae good 
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fortune of avoidiag their terribly menacing rows! No when the Englifh captured 
‘this important place, they experienced no higher fatisfaCtion at their fuccefs. Like 
them, I thought I held the key of Mexico: all future obftacles vanifhed from my fight, 
and already I poffetfed in idea the precious treafure which I fought. 
The veffel on board of which I failed wasa brig of fixty fect keel, called the Vera 
Cruz Packet : ‘it carried four carronades, two cannon, and a crew of nine perfons: 
we had fcarcely eft the fort before a twelve-oared cutter, rowing towards us, hailed 
us on the part of the governor: what was my confternation! I initantly imagined that, 
-repenting of having fuffered my departure, the marquis had fent ordérs for my being 
yelanded : this apprehenfion threw a deadly pale over my countenance, and occafioned 
fuch a trembling in my frame that, had I been obferved, I fhould neceffarily have been 
‘taken for a criminal. " Dei, deaque! quam male ¢ft extra legem viventibus, quidquid 
meruerunt femper expeflant. 1 was however quit from the panic I experienced: the 


‘miffion of the cutter was merely to deliver letters on the part of the governor for Vera — 


Cruz. H . ' 

“Lhe fky was ferene, a favouring wind rippled the eafy fea, and the veffel was an 
exccllent failer: we kept in with the coaft, fteering as clofe to the weft as poffible, 
and at day-fall were already eighteen leagues from the city. ; 

The wind encreafed during the night, and veered from S. W.to E. 8. E.: we loft fight 
-of land, and by noon on the 12th March were parallel with the fhoals which bound Cape 
Sant Antonio. ‘From the period. of our departure we had conftantly run fix knots an 
hour with all fails fet. In the afternoon the fea which had been very rough became 
more calm, and its furface was entirely covered by thofe molufcz, called by failors, 
(galeres); we faw feveral large trunks of trees which had floated down the Mififfippi 
into the Gulf of Mexico, and which by the currents of the Bahama ftreights had been 
fped hither. I had before remarked others fimilar on the coaft of Cuba, where they 
had been caft by a tremendous ftorm from the north: among thefe was one which 
exceeded a hundred and twenty fect in length, and of a diameter fo confiderable that, 
although on fhore, I was unable to afcend it otherwife than by the branchy end. I 
conjeétured from the nature of the knots on the tree that it belonged to the family of 

“spines of the larch kind: from time immemorial the whole coaft of Vera Cruz has been 
“covered with them ; and fome are fo completely buried in the fand, which encreafes in 
this port daily, that nothing now but the roots are feen. Thefe trees are dangerous, 


no doubt, to approach in the night, but they ferve as refting places to an infinite - 


number of aquatic fowl, who find rich pafture in the fea, infets which engender on 
them, and the fhell fifth, which, as to rocks, faften on the trunks, roots, and 
branches, - ere " 

At fix in the evening we had a dead calm. The whole night long we failed with the 
wind flack but abaft.- At five in the morning of the 13th we were again becalmed, 
but a wind arofe with the fun on that as well as on the fucceeding day.;. though, 
throughout both, notwithftanding we had the wind abaft, and the line fhewed a run 
of ten knots an hour, we did not advance an inch: the fea, through which we cut at 
a greatrate, foamed and broke hard againft the ribs of our thip, like where the wheel 
of a mill is violently acted upon by a rapid torrent: the veffel bore on the fame tack, 
riding very heavily, but with great celerity. We ftill on the 14th continued oppofite 
to the fame mountains of Cuba we had feen the night of our departure: in fhort, we 
actually had no change of pofition, a confequence when the violence of the current is 
adverfe, and equivalent to the impetus of the wind. Nothing can be conceived more 
vexatious and tirefome than fuch a predicament ; fortunately we had good hammocks, 
. VOL. XH : SE ‘and 
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and an excellent table: the ftri€telt difcipline and moft profound filence reigned on 
board, and the captain, a prime failor, was at the fame time, though rather taciturn, 
extremely obliging. He affured us that for eleven years that he had frequented thefe 
feas, he never before experienced currents fo powerful : he added, moreover, that the 
worft months for navigating the gulph are September, Odtober, November, and 
December, on account of the prevalence of north winds; that in June calms are 
frequent ; and that the months of June, July, and Auguft, the rainy feaion, are fub- 
jeat to ftorms and hurricanes: from thefe obfervations I determined on returning, if 
poflible, in January, but at any rate, and at furtheft, by Auguit cr September. 

At length, on the 15th in the morning, after having doubled the fhoals during the 
night, we loft fight of land, and by reckoning had alfo doubled Cape Sant Antonio. 
Atnoon the wind had much encreafed: we furled our ftay fails and top gallants, and 
directed our courfe fouth-weit, 

From this time we conftantly had the wind cither abaft or on the beam, that is to 
fay, eaft or fouth-eaft. On this day I faw Venus, the fun being at that time five degrees 
above the horizon. The 16th we were on the bank of Yucatan, in the Gulf of Mexico : 
on founding we met with fine white fand mixed with fhells, in twenty-three fathoms 
water : in the gulf the winds were caft and fouth-eaft: from ten in the morning they 
infenfibly turned to the weftward, and after four P. M. revolved from weft to ealt, 
Our line fhewed the run fix knots; and as we were only a hundred leagues from Vera 
Cruz, we hoped, if the wind fhould continue favourable, to reach it in four days. 
In the three days preceding we had feen a number of fith of the phocas tribe, and three 
or four hundred porpoifes and fmall phocas fported and rolled about our fhip, oc- 
cafionally preceding it, and feemingly endeavouring the one to outftrip the other in 
velocity of fwimming, now fpringing to the height of a fathom above the furface, and 
falling with a dafhing noife, now advancing in pairs by the fide of the fhip, and ap- 
parently carefling cach other, while at a diftance their dams were feen, half as large 
zgain as their offspring, feemingly pointing out to them the courfe. they ought to take. | 
How far more pleafing lure the innocent enjoyment of fuch a fcene than amufing onc. 
felf, as is cuitomary, in purfuing, harpooning, and deftroying thefe interching 
animals! Fortunately for them our failors had not leifare for fuch an amufement-3 
and, feparately from this circumftance, thcy lived too well to feek for better fare. 

At four P. M. we again heaved the lead, and found thirty fathoms on a bottom of 

~remarkably white fand. 

“The i7th, with fimilar ground, we had but twenty fathoms. From midnight till 
noon the wind had flacked, and we made only three knots, but on its veering to the 
north after mid-day it frefhened fo as to double our fpeed. The fky, covered with 
clouds at fun-rife, became again ferene. We diftinguifhed certain white birds, the fize 
of a duck, with the end of their wings fringed with black: 1 likewifewife remarked a 
pelican, or frigate-bird, with a complete tail: all this announced to us the neighbour- 
hood cf land. 

During the whole night cf the 18th the wind blew ftrong : on founding, the lead 
fhewed firlt twenty-two, then twenty fathoms, with fine blue fand mingled with fhells. 
We faw a vaft number of*porpoifes atten A.M. At noon the wind,which had been* 
fouth, changed to fouth-welt, and funk into a calm: we availed ourfelves of this to 

’ throw out lines to the bottom of the fea: thefe lines have each a hook attached to 
them with about an ounce of bacon, and are precipitated by means of two fhot of a 
pound weight: this little exercife is diverting and profitable: in an hour’s time we had 
caught two hundred weight of exceitent fith: they were of three {pecies, but all of the 

8 perch 
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perch kind: om? denominated the negro, another a beautiful red fardine, the third 
with long pectoral fins. ; ; 

At four a wind fprung up from the north, and blew from that quarter the whole 
night through, but afterwards reverted to the fouth-eaft: we made fix knots an 
hour. - 

Qn the rgth we had forty-five fathoms water; from this we conjectured ‘we were 
but eighty leagues from Vera Cruz, and that in three days time we might anchor 
before the town: this was the ne plus ultra of our wifhes, but they were not fo foon 
to be gratified.? 

In the evening we were becalmed : the fun on fetting was dimmed by a vapour which, 
though it did not eclipfe its light, diminithed the vivacity of its rays: the fky, as well 
as the horizon, wore a. gloom prognofticating fomewhat fad and mournful: from 
feven till eleven the wind was north, and our courfe four knots: by two in the 
morning it encreafed to a gale: the fea ran frightfully high : we took in all fails, chained 
up the rudder, and left the fhip to the mercy of the waves : a thoufand times did they 
deluge the deck of our fragile veffel, which now rode on their backs, and now was 
enveloped by their overtopping fpray. é ; : * 

The whole of the 2oth the weather was horrid: never in Europe had I experienced 
the like. In thefe feas the winds from the north blow with violence for the fpace of 
.four-and-twenty hours, after which they abate for thirty more, and ceafe for three 
days: they are piercingly cold and very frequent, fo much fo, that it is rare a fortnight 
paffes in thefe regions during the winter without their being felt. 

On the a1ft the wind was lefs violent, and veered to the north-weft, the morning 
mifty: at noon it blew north-eaft, and for three hours it continued to rain: in the 
fpace of eight-and-forty hours we had not advanced twenty leagues, and we yet had. 
fifty to pals, which we no longer expeéted to make in lefs than three more days, 

‘The night of the 22d was rather a bad one: the wind was inceffantly changing from 
fouth-weft to fouth-eafb, and, as wellas the mift with which we were eight differen: 
times enveloped, was every now and tlfen fucceeded by a dead calm: the rolling of 
the fhip throughout the day was dreadfully fatiguing. In the morning a poor little bird 
of:the fize of a wren, but the colour of a green finch, came and roofted on the veffel : 
it ‘endeavoured, fkimming on the furface of the fea, to fly againft the wind, but, con- 
ftantly overpowered, returned to us again: others made their appearance, one of 
which was taken, the refidue were driven out to fea by the violence of the hurricane. ~ 
At one o’clock ‘a:butterfly paid us a vifit, and was greeted as an in“allible index of our 
nearing the land, a truft to which we gave ourfelves up with pleafing reliance. 

At night the unchequered tky was fpread before us in all its magnificence: a dead 
calm prevailed, and the rolling of the veffel affected us exceedingly. 

At length, on the’a3d, we had fight of land: the captain at firft had doubts, but 
thefe were fcon difmiffed it bore fouth, and we found ourfelves twenty leagues to 
leeward of Old Vera Cruz. We fhould by this time have been at the mouth of the 
port had my ddvice been taken, which was, on the 22d, to fail dire€t before the wind 
from the northz: what.induced me to give this counfel to the captain was a knowledge 
that in the Gul€ef Mexico the north wind is but of three days duration; now as that 
was then the third, and the regular winds blow from the fouth-eaft, by fteering from 
north to fouth at the rifk of over-reaching New Vera Cruz onthe 23d, the fouth wind, 
which prevails throughout the whole day, would have been favourable to our en- 
creafing our latitude, and-recovering the loft way ; ififtead of which, by being now to 
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leeward of the port, we had to beat up againft the wind, -and couldvcarcely hope to 
reach the port even on the fucceeding day.” < 

We fteered within feven points of the wind, and made but flender progrefs. The 
lands of the coaft we faw are more lofty than thofe of Santo Domingo: they ran weft 
and north : at night we were but ten leagues off, and she fight of them diffufed joy 
and fat‘sfaction through every breaft, but, the wind continuing as little favourable as 
ever, when within two leagues of land we tacked, and ran all night through to fea. 
The fhore' we by this means avoided is that of Las Terras Liones, which ftretches to the 
mountains of Alvarado, from the midft of which, of a fugar-loaf form, rifes the vol- 
cano Oriflava, which we diftinguifhed the day before, though diftant five-and-forty 
leagues, the country had a beautiful appearance, but, for the fpace of forty-five 
leagues, that is to fay, as far as to Old Vera Cruz, it is, notwithftanding, unpeopled. 
| The 24th, in the morning, we had made about a league of progrefs : by noon the 
wind again came to the eaft, nearly large, and infpirited us with expectation of entering 
Vera Cruz on the fucceeding day: at four it frefhened from the north-ealt: at fix 
abated: by eight we diftinguithed the reefs in the vicinage of the port: we fired a gun, 
and impediately after diftinguifhed a light, which we conje€tured to be fromm the cattle 
of Saint John de Uloa, and we anfwered it by a light at our main-top-gallant, and 
fired a fecond gun: we then perceived a fecond light, prefumed from the fhip of the 
adnhiral of the port. I thought it advifable another gun {hould be fired, but was fearful 
of communicating my opinion to the captain, mindful how lite attention had been paid 
to my former obfervation: no doubt had a third gu been fired the major of the fleet, 
who in a galley with thirty men on board had left the port in fearch of us, would not 
have miffed his way. : 

We however made fome way, but with little fail fet, and conftantly founding: the 
fathoms indicate the paffage into the port, for the reefs by which it is bounded render 
it very difficult of accefs. / 

- At ten at night we were boarded by two boats, each with thirty men on board, furs 
nifhed with cables for mooring us, and with anchors and grapplings in cafe of need: 
they enquired after the major of the port, whom they expected to find with us, as he 
had failed before them. Ba 
' They towed us along by dint of oars, favoured by a light wind: we threaded the 
tortuous labyrinth of the entrance, through which at length, by midnight, we reached 
the port. 

ig We anchored upder the cannon of the fhip: belonging to the captain of the port; 
itfelf at anchor a half cable’s length from the caftle. All night long it rained ; and we 
were exccedmgly incommoded by. the hot and moift atmofphere of this climate, as alfo 
by the vapours from land. 

At five in the morning I was preparing to land, when the major of the fleet joined 
us: thig gentleman was Don Pedro de Verthuizen, with whom it will be feen I after- 
wards was on terms of clofeft intimacy : at this inftant I paid but little attention to him ; 
for, judging after the French manner, I efteemed him from the old coat he wore, 
covered by a ruity furtout, to be no better than a ferjeant of marines: he requefted 
my paffport, which I gave him, and he kept, and I obtained permiffion to go oh 
thore. 

- Uneafy in extreme refpecting the reception I fhould meet with here, I put my bag- 
gage into the boat, and 'traverled the port: on landing at a jetty about ten fathoms 
broad, and a hundred in length, which terminates at one of the gates of the citv. I 
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found there'a numerous guard, contadors, officers of the port, and a multitade. of 
curious idlers. It was requifite my trunks fhould be opened, but they were very loofely 
examined ; as foon, however, as they came to my books they refufed to let them pais 
before a permit for that purpofe thould be obtained from the vicar-general of the in- 
quifition : I baffened to him, and found him a little old man with the air of a perfe& 
faint, mounted on a chair near a table, and reciting his breviary. He held, out.to me 
his hand to Kifs; for my part, but little accuftomed to a ceremony of this kind, and 
not aware at the inftant of his intention, I fhook it in a cordial manner. fle requetted of 
mea catalogue of my books : I anfwered, that they merely confilted of works relative to 
phyfic and i 

number that I had made out no catalogue of them : he was fatisfied with my aafwer, 
and the bare mention of the names of the authors, and immediately gave me a licence 
for their entry. 

Inftantly the gates were opened to me, I waited on Don Thomas Taxueria, 
for whom my hoft at the Havannah, Don Bernardin Liagotera, had given me letters : 
the merchant of Vera Cruz appeared to feel perplexed at this recommendation, and 
informed me that he had no other knowledge of Liagotera than what was derived 
from certain commercial intercourfe ; and I fet him much at his eafe by informing him 
that, for the prefent, all that I expected from him was the kindnefs of indicating to 
me fome good inn. He pointed out to me one oppofite to the gate of Mexico, which 
T afterwards learnt was the beft in the town; but, after this remark, what will. be 
thought of the reft when I make known that the only furniture of my apartment con- 
fifted of a table four feet by three, and that two benches fix feet by three, formed the 
only bed, worthy, indeed, of a Spanith gentleman. As for mattreffes, chairs, looking- 
glaffes, &c. all thefe no doubt are regarded either as fuperfluities, or conveniences of 
too extravagant a nature. 


‘As foon as I had fafely depofited my effeéts in this charming apartment, I repaired: 


to the general of the ficet, Don Antonio Uloa: at his gate [ found a guard of ten, 
men : his fecretary introduced me into a large hall with furniture of very ancient date, 
and announcing me as a gentleman who brought letters from‘Don Manvel Feliz Ruick, 
alittle man, at moft but four feet ten inches high, fpeedily made his appearance, 
dreffed in an old jacket of nankeen, with filver buttons, grey-headed, and his hair 


atural hiftory, fuitable toa medical man and a botanift, and were fo few in _ 


without either powder or pomatum, tied and hanging over his fhoulders; his coun. - 
tenance was bad, but his looks extremely mild and affable, and his eyes lively: alittle _ 


diamond crofs, fufpended from a button-hole, befpoke a man of rank. Such was Dea 
Antonio Uloa: 1 faluted bim as I prefented my letters: thefe explained the object of 
my journey, and intreated his affiftance to obtain a_paffport for me to*Mexico: he 
read them attentively ; promifed immediately to write on my behalf to the viceroy, 
and advifed me to write at the fame time mylelf. He invited me to be a frequent vifitor 
at his houfe and table, admonifhing that dinner was regularly ferved at half paft one, 
and infifted on my dining with him that very day to begin; finally, he caufed me to 
be prefented to the governor by the major of the fleet, whom I recognized fcr the 
fame perfonage who had demanded my paffport. 7 ° 
‘On repairing to the governor's, Major Don Pedro de Verthuizen was fo kind as. to 
tell me my acquaintance would be very agreeable to him : to this compliment I made a 
fuitable reply, and I had full occafion to prove it perfeétly fincere. 

Don Fernan Palacio, governor of Vera Cruz, was a very different charaer to the 
general of the fieet: his four looks, his rough tone of voice, and rude fpeech, predifpofed 
one againft him at once. He readily granted me ‘permiffion to refide at Vera Cruz, 

aud 
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and botanize in ‘his government ; but refufed to return my paffport,ewhich the general 
secommended me to afk for; and at my departure pretended even it was miflaid. I 
afterwards learnt that he aflumed the governor of the Havannah had no privilege to 
grant fimilar paffports, and intended to avail himfelf_of mine, to his difcredit, for which 
purpofe he was fo obftinate in refufing it me. - . 

T left him much chagrined at the reception I met with: it however’occafioned me 
‘the lefs furprife on learning, as I did afterwards, that he was on unfriendly terms with 
Don Uloa. 

The next day the general did me the honour of introducing me _to*Dona Fulana de 
Boutilloz, the lady of the late intendant. She was a woman of fifty, who had been a 
perfect beauty, and ftill retained traces of her former charms‘ her lively and natural 
flow of wit, and her noble and open charagter, endeared her to every one. The recom- 
mendation of the general was undoubtedly of ufe, for that very day fhe offered me 
repeatedly her fervice. La cafa es a ufted, my houfe is yours, fhe feveral times ob« 
ferved, and that in a manner fo cordial as perfuaded me of her fincerity. She after. 
wards prefented me to her daughters, and informed me that the youngeft was on the 
point of marriage with M. de Verthuizens in fhort, fhe infifted upon my becoming as 
one of the family, Atthe inftant her fon made his appearance, Don Juan de Boutilloz, 
a captain of the regiment of the crown. . Soon as fhe faw him, “ Hither, my 
fon,” fhe exclaimed, beckoning him, ‘ here is a gentleman from your own country.” 
This young man, in fact, had been educated in France, and had all the amenity peculiar 
to our youth. Such qualifications endeared him but more to his mother, who was as 
partial to the adtivity, politenefs, and tolerant principles of the French, as difgufted 
with the idlenefs, want of nicety in drefs, and the fanaticifm of the Spaniard. 

Young Boutilloz was foon on terms of clofeft intimacy with me: he acted as inter- 
preter between me and all the family, and efpecially the ladies his fitters, who were 
conftantly exacting French fongs from me. I tranflated for. them the romance of Ber. 
quin, at which they were foftened even to tears ; and I made hence the conclufion that 
this little piece is truly as excellent as individually it appeared to myfelf, obferying the 
effeét it had on fenfible minds, though foreigners, . 

Some days after, at the fame houfe, I met with M. de Ferfen, fon of the lieutenant. 
general of that name: he advanced towards and embraced me, enquiring news from 
Paris, where he was born: he added that, being apprized of the arrival of a Frenchman 
in the country, he had for three days wandered in fearch of me, with all the anxioufnefs 
Watural to atellow countryman. When we left the houfe, the lady of it was fo oblig- 
ing to ftate, as M. de Ferfen kifled her hand, that as we were both Frenchmen we 
ought not to be feparate, and that it was a province he ought to fill, the bringing me 
with him, and rendering me partaker of thofe moments of recreation he occafionally 
paffed at her houfe. 

This amiable youth led me to his houfe, where I found M. Duparquet, a gentleman 
from Dauphiny, as well as himfelf a captain in the Corps de Genie. ‘They made me 
ftay dinner; and here I was not a little furprifed at finding our beverage cooled with ice, 
nor‘lefs at learning that this enjoyment, ample compenfation for a thoufand privations 
experienced here, is obtained for a trifle at Vera Cruz: daily eight mules, relieved at’ 
regular flages, arrive at this city laden with frozen fnow from the mountain Oriffava, 
* diltant about forty leagues. By this plan a pound of ice is obtained for a real of plate, 
and ice creams a /’anana, or a Ia fapotilla, four times as large as in Paris thofe charged 
fourteen fous, may be had for an equal fum, - 


The 
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The dinners given by the lady of the intendant were ferved up equally well in town: - 
as in the country, and what tended to render them the more grateful to me, the 
cookery and ftyle were French. : ; 

In parties, formed by the individuals noticed, I {pent my. leifurehours ; but my bo- 
tanical excurfion§ were not forgotten: they occupied daily the interval between. four 
and ten in the morning. ye ta 

In the carliet of my walks I found the convolvolus jalappa of Linng; I gathered 
as many feeds of it as I was able, pulled up feveral roots, and had them verified by the- 
druggifts of Vera-Cruz, who, without knowing whence they came, prénounced them 
the real jalap: their opinion, as it conformed with the defcription of Miller, convinced 
me of this plant being the true jalap of Mexico. I prefented feeds of it to the general, 
and with them a root weighing five-and-twenty pounds: he caufed it to be planted in 
a box, for the purpofe of tranfporting it to Europe, and enquired if it was common in 
the environs of Vera Cruz : nothing however could equal his furprize, when I informed 
him that, if he was anxious for fuch a meafure, I could engage to freight the veflel with 
it, that bore his flag from the exclufive produce of the vicinage. Such is the idlenefs, 
the ignorance of this people, that they give three reals* a pound for this root at Ja- 
lappa t, while they might have it for a quartetto at Vera Cruz, if they would but 
’ take the pains to colleé it. 5 

_ A difcovery like this rendered me famous throughout the city: I was looked upon: 
as a moft extraordinary character in thus being able to difcover a treafure in the very 
cuftody of thofe who were ignorant of its value. The efteem this gave me was grates: 
ful; and the good dilpofition of the people generally towards me, which my difcovery 
occafioned, I endeavoured to maintain and augment, not only by the earneftnefs of m 
ftudy of nature, which was no irkfome tafk, but alfo by a fpecies of quackery, whi 
I reckoned ferviceable_ towards: concealing my definitive projets. Whether in the 
fields or in the ftreets I conftantly had plants in my hand, and either employed myfelf 
in obferving them through a magnifying glafs, or in difleéting them with niceft care. - 
My room was overfpread with papers, covered with plants, and my tables with phials 
and boxes containing feeds. 

This policy indeed was requifite to form an excufe for my cuftoms, and the watks I 
undertouk, which elfe had been looked upon as purely vulgar; for the pride and 
vanity of the Spaniards was: not a little fhocked at feeing me journeying on foat every 
morning the diftance of four or five leagues, loaded with a port-folio, and attended 
tia by a fingle negro, who carried. my books, a hatchet, a mattock, and my break-~ 
fa, 

I fucceeded even beyond my withes in conciliating the admiration of every rank, and 
was known by no other denomination than the French phyfician. ‘The ‘failors and 
foldiers laid in wait for me to afk advice for their complaints ; at firft, with the beft 
intentions, I prefcribed remedies; but when this became irkfome to. me, from their 
repetition and intemperance, I got rid. of them by charging the caufe to themfelves. . 
‘The confiant diforders to which thefe folks are fubje€t are a permanent fpafm, occa. 
fioned and maintained by the praétice of {moking tobacco, and the brandy and rum 
which they.take without moderation :.in confequence, I profcribed the ufe of. thefe 


* From 18d, to 19d. ferling. 5 Z 

+. A rowan twelve leagues from Vera Craz, at the back of a mountain, and handfomely built: here that 
famous fair is held ordinarily of four months duration, at which the interchange of the. produce of 
Europerand America takes place. . S * « 
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articles, and forbade the applicants coming again to'me for advice until after an abiti- 
nence of three days: the prefeription fpeedily difgufled them, and théey¥ame to me 
no more; {till 1 conftantly faw and noticed them pointing me out to their companions, 
with figns of great refpect. A number-of other perfons, tradefpeople-and individuals, 
of whont I-had no knowledge, followed my fteps with-their eyes, and exclaimed with 
a kind of wonder, “ Do but fee that Frenchman, why hé is going to Medelina on 
foot” Unheppy people, fo corrupted by eafe and idlenefs were they,” that thefe ex. 
curfions, delighiful to me, appeared to them infupportable; nay, to fuch a pitch is 
their inertnefs carried, that their meaneft fervants cannot go a quarter of a league 
without requiring a horfe, nor enter a wood, till cafed in leather to preferve their fkin 
from mufquitos. : ; 

La Medelina is a hamlet fix leagues from Vera Cruz, whither it is common to refort 
in order to bathe in the river of that name. The [pot itfelf has nothing to recommend 
it but its happy fite, which draws thither many of the inhabitants of Vera Cruz. The, 
bathing feafon begins in May ; for thé houfes they are but wretched huts, almoft loft 
in the afpiring grafs; and for refrefhments, fcarcely is there a fowl or an egg to be 
had for money. Here, however, I paft two days in the molt agreeable manner, in 
company with the general of the flect and the family of the intendant’s lady. 

But it is time now I fhould give fome idea of Vera Cruz. ; 

This city ftands in the Gult of Mexico, on the margin of the fea, in a fandy and 
barren plain, Not the flighfeft culture embellifhes its neighbourhood: on the fouth 
Infectious exhalations from ftagnant marfhes contribute to render it exceedingly un. 
healthy. On the north, where; from the arid fand, falt in cryflals may conftantly be 
collected, is the road to Mexico, which for feven or eight leagues runs parallel to the 
fea. On the weft downs of fand, ejected by the waves, obftrudt the view of all but the 
joftieft trees. : . 

In proportion as this fand, heaped up by winds from the eaft and north, becomes dry, 
it is again difperfed by the fame winds, and thrown forward, either into the town, fo 
as to cover all the houfes, or farther inland : to this circumftance are to be attributed 
the downs by which it is furrounded. Whirlwinds, by raifing this fand, occafionally’ 
obftrut the fight, and render breathing difficult.. : : 

Beyond this fandy plain and the mountains by which it is enclofed, are woods ft 
of wild beafts, and meadows covered with flocks. ; ee 

. Vera Cruz is ‘built in a femi-oval form: its largeft diameter along ‘the fea-fhore mea- 
fures from fix to feven hundred fathoms. It is furrounded merely by a wall or parapet 
fix feet high by three broad, furrounded by a palifade of iron-wood in bad con« 
dition. ‘This wall, at intervals, is flanked by fix indifferent baftions, or fquare towers, 
twelve feet high by twenty each fide, fome of them terraffed, but the reft empty; the 
wall has neither ditch, counterfcarp, nor any outward work. On the fea-fhore, on the 
fouth-eaft and north-weft of the town, are two redoubts, or rather terraffed baftions, 
moge regular than the others, with a cavalier, and a battery of cannon: the entrance * 
into the port is commanded by thefe baftions. ; 

The whole of the houfes are of ftone. The lime which mixed with fand forms the 
cement, is obtained from thadrepores, drawn up from the bottom of the fea; as for the 
ftone for the houfes, it is brought from Campechy. M. L’Abbé Raynal, led into 

-error no doubt by the information he received refpecting this city, defcribes it as being 
built of wood, but I have the evidence of my fenfes for the contrary, and the engineers, 
to whom I thewed the paffage in his philofophical hiftory, affured me that the .whole 
place gid not contain a fingle wooden houfe: it canffot even be affirmed that fuch ever 
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was the nature of its ftru@ure, 2a, have feen. at leat twenty houfes, mayorafgas*, which 
have laid in ruins for fifty years, the whole of the walls of which were of mafon’s works; 


I however imagine that perfons have been induced to commit an error thus grofs in” 


their defcription from noticing the heavy and maffive balconies of wood which entirely 
furround the houfes as at the Havannah, and which pasemely exciting and engrofling 
their attention, will have caufed them to make the ftatement they have done. 

The houfes are neither built with greater regularity nor are they more elegant than 
thofe of the Hevannah, but the ftreets are wider and lefs clofe: they-are ftraight, per- 
feétly well paved with pebble, level, and well kept, which contributes to their neatnefs, 
and gives them the better appearance. 

The only remarkable buildings are the churches; like thofe of the Havannah, they 
are rich in filver plate, as are the houfes in porcelaine, and other furniture from China: 
in this confifts the whole of the luxury. of the inhabitants, for they are fo temperate 
that chocolate and {weetmeats conftitute almoft the whole of their food. 


Vera Cruz has three gates, that of La Medelina, that of Oriffava, and that of Mexico. _ 


Its only inhabitants are a flender garrifon, the agents of government, failors, and a 
certain number of merchants, or rather faétors, for the vanilla, anifeed, and cochineal, 
which could not be exported by the galeons, the chief commerce for European goods 
being tranfacted at Jalapa, iron only excepted ; which is taken from Vera Cruz. This 
collective population may amount to from fix to feven thoufand perfons, among whom 
if the governor be excepted, the adminiftrators and the officers belonging to the land or 
fea fervice, there are very few you can vifit on focial terms. 

The men are, generally fpeaking, lofty minded and proud ; either from this being 
the fpecific character of their nation, or owing to their exceffive wealth in a country 
where gold ftamps fo much value on its poffeffor +, They comprehend trade very well, 
but here, as elfewhere, their natural indolence, and their rooted habits, and fuperitition, 
render them irremediably averfe from labour. Inceffantly are they feen with their 
chaplets and relics on their arms and round their neck: their houfes are filled with 
ftatues, and paintings of faints; and their life is a feries of devotional practices. 

The women live reclufe in their apartments above ftairs, to avoid being feen by 

* ftrangers ; though it is by no means difficult to perceive that, but for the reftrictions 
impofed on them by their hufbands, they would be far more eafy of accefs. Whenever 


> 


they go abroad it is con{tantly in a carriage, as I have before noticed is the cafe at the . 


Havannah ; and as for thofe who have no carriage they are wrapped up in a large 
cloak of filk, which covers them from head to heel, and has merely a {mall opening on 
the right to enable them to fee their road. Within doors they wear dver the {hift 
nothing but a {mall filk corfet, laced with a gold or filver cord : the whole art of drefl- 
ing their hair is confined to braiding it, turning it up, and faftening it on the top of the 
head. Still, though fo fimple their drefs, they wear a gold necklace, bracelets at the 
wrift of the fame metal, and at their ears pendants of emeralds of greateft value, fo true 
is the obfervation, that fafhion and a tafte for luxury is prefcribed by no rule! “Gene~ 
rally fpeaking, the fair.in this city are not handfome; for however rich their drefs they 
thew a deficiency of grace and fancy, and, under an apparent referve, are ftrongly in- 
clined to lafcivioufnels. * 


‘Lhe only amufements are the negeria, a fort of coffee-houfe, whither the genteeler - 


fort repair to take ice-creams, and fome imitations of bull-fights for the vulgar; unlefs 


* Boble eftates which devolve in the male line ad perpetuitatgn. a 
& At Vera Uri are feven or ereht hEnfea of commerce. in every one of which micht be found a million 


~ 


, 
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indeed under this denomination be compri the proceffions and flagellations of the 
holy week, a period at which I arrived at Vera Cruz. ees 

‘Twenty times during this week was I called to my window by the clinking of chains. 
What a fhocking {peétacle prefented itfelf! now a penitent in a woman’s drefs, in a 
petticoat. and body of linen cloth of a flate colour, with arms extended and faftened 
tightly in an horizontal pofition, his back and fhoulders fupporting feven old fwords 
fuch as are ufed Tor figns by our armourers, and whofe points collected in a ftuffed pad 
preffed on the -os coccis, his legs loaded with chains and iron weights, and in 
this garb marching flowly along through the city, and paying his devotional vifits 
to every church, 

An inftant after this miferable object was Tucceeded by another matk, likewife in a 
woman’s drefs, but in white muflin and naked to the waft, a handkerchief covering 
the bofom, the legs loaded with chains, but the hands left at liberty. This penitent in 
the left hand held a crucifix, and in the right a rough whip with which at every hundred, 


_fteps he lacerated his fhoulders and reins till ftreams of blood ran from the wounds, 
> 


and crimfoned the petticoat he wore. 


In the fpace of a week I reckoned not lefs than eighty mafks of this defcription. 

The proceffions prefent nothing more attrattive : every chapel has its patron faint 
modelled in wax, of the natural fize, but of frightful afpeét, which is carried on a litter 
by eight men who are relieved at intervals: all are dreffed in women’s apparel, the” 
petticoat, the corfet, and the mafk of all are fimilar ; that is to fay, of linen cloth of a 
bluith flate colour. They hold thofe exhibitions in fuch efteem that penitents are to be 
feen thus accoutred all day long, nay, even from the evening before, the next and the 
following day. 

Among thefe proceffions is one which, on account of the object of it, is deferving of 
mention : it was inftituted on occafidn of a fund of fix thoufand piafters, eftablifhed to 
portion off annually four poor marriageable girls ; but by an abufe too common, the lot 
now falls, by means of connivance, very often on thofe in eafy circumftances, and at 
times on children of feven.or eight years of age ; and while the object of the inftitutors 
of this benevolent charity was the folace of mifery, and the inculcation into thefe future 
mothers of children, of a fpirit of religion and a modeft deportment, the intent of the 
ceremony appears rather to be the inttilling into their minds a tafte for expence and a 


. love of frivolity. ‘The chofen parties are conduéted to church in fuperb carriages 


cevered with cloth of gold or filver, trimmed with magnificent lace, and adorned 
with the richeft pearls and diamonds, which opulent Fadies take pride in lending 
for the occafiun. A fquire, or a kind of fponfor, one of the moft refpeétable perfons in 
the city, gives the female his hand, and leads her, as in triumph, in the procefhon which 
follows the nuptial bleffing. During my ftay I twice witneffed this celebration; but 
out of the eight eleéed I certainly would have refufed to have taken feven for 
fervants. 

Freating Vera Cruz, at the diftance of four hundred fathoms, is an iftet on which 
the vaftle of St, John de Uioa is built, the fire of the batteries of which cover and de- 
fend the town: this fort, long-after its firft ereCtion, was ftrengthened by more regular fors 
tifications: it is a parallelogram, compofed of four large baftions and three demi-lanes, with 
ditches, edunter{carp, covered way, paliffades and glacis from the fouth-weft to the fouth- 
eaft, where the iflet is daily encreafing, owing to the accumulation of fand, thells, and, 
madrepores : on the fouth the po.t forms a fufficient foflé, as the fhip of the captain of 
the port is anchored at half-cable ieugth from the rampart, which has an elevation of 
from thirty-five to forty feet. Neverthelefs, to prevent a landing, and the approach of 
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boats under covér of the cannon, the whole of the curtain, which is bare, as well as of 
the flanks of the two baftions bearing on the port, are fraized with ftakes ofa remaczk- 
ably hard wood, as black as ebony, which fharpened, and rifing a foot and a half out _ 
of the water, hinder any veffel approaching within mufquet fhot. 

Here are three-hundred pieces of cannon carrying balls of from twelve to thirty-fix 
pounds. Still the place is not impregnable, fpite of the reefs which bound it on one 
fide, and the fort by which on the other it is defended ; and in this opinion I was con- 
firmed by the cafual glance of a French engineer with whom I converfed on the fubject ; 
for while he {ujpported the contrary, he caft his eyes towards the fonth-eaft, where in 
fact is a landing-place of much lefs length from the fort than the principal one, and off 
which veffels affailing would not fo long be expofed to the fire of the batteries which 
crown the fort from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft, and might even anchor under the 
curtain, a veltige of ancient fortifications raifed very high, the fire from which would 
hence be of no avail. 

A fquare tower fixty feet high above the rampart, or the baition of the fouth-eaft fide, 
commands the city, the port, the whole road, and the entire vicinage, and ferves for 
exhibiting fignals, which are repeated by the fhip of the captain of the port. Lafcended 
this: on the firft ftory is a terrace, on which is a battery of four brafs twenty-four 
pounders, with a corps de garde of ten men. On the laft ftory is a centinel who is 

- yelieved every half hour, and gives advice of all he obfervesy and from his account it is, 
verified by the corporal of the guard, that the fignals are made. At the time I was there 
there was but one battalion in garrifon, with one company of artillery, and about a 
thoufand conviéts emplyed on public works. 

The port of Vera Cruz is clofed by this caftle and the iflet on which it ftands. 
From forty to fixty thips of war anda hundred merchant fhips may anchor here in from 
four to ten fathoms. ‘The reefs which furround it as far as the Ifland of Sacrifices, 
towards the fouth-eaft and the north-eaft, break the waves, and render it fecure againft 
winds blowing from the intervening points; but to winds from the north-eaft to the 
weft-north-welt the port is expofed, and the north wind, which blows with great violence, 
frequently drives thips from their moorings and cafts them on fhore. To this road 
however, it is, the only one in the gulph of Mexico, that all fhips laden with goods for 
Mexico repair, and hence alfo is remitted to Europe the precious metals and mer- 
chandize rendered in exchange by thefe extenfive countries. > 

Seen from the caftle the city prefents a very handfome appearance. On the fouth it 
has a natural meadow, which forms an agreeable promenade excent in the rainy featon, 
when it is overflowed by a rivulet which forms a marth at about a mile from the town, 
and furnifhes the city with water ; as, however, the rivulet is not the produce of a fpring, 
but arifes from filtrations from the neighbouring downs which colleét and form a 
marthy pond, the water is neither frefh nor palatable, whence that is preferred by the 
inhabitants during the rainy feafon which is kept in cifterns in the caftle; but in dry 
weather, when the water is filtered through a greater depth of fand, and confequently 
more purified, it is conduéted to the city by means of a {tone aquedud. : 

Though this rivulet can boaft but little depth of water it neverthelefs nouirifhes 
caymans (alligators) from feven to eight feet long? I have myfelf frequently 
traced their footfteps, and even feen them plunge into the pool ; but they are by 
no means dangerous, : : 

Vera Cruz has but one fuburb, which is very fmall, and lies fouth-eaft of the town, 
It contains two chapels, a bowling-green, and fome“few gardens ; but thefe are in bad 
cultivation, and without any ornaments. The lemon, the palm-cabbage, and a few cocoa- 

cG2 trees * 
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trees aré all the productive ones that are feen sa bombax or cotton-treé with red flowers, 
the azaderach or bead-tree, and piftachio trees (plumaria) with red, white and yellow blof- 
foms, are the only trees pleafing to the eye: hence the city is rendered fo dull, and fterile 

“of afpett, that-but for the meadow on the fouth which ferves as a refort for carriages, 
and the verdure of which recreates the eye, Vera Cruz would be one of the mott tite. 
fome refidences in the univerfe. Fortunately nature, fo niggard of her boons in the 
vegetable kingdom, has compenfated in the animal by a large difplay of bounty. The 
city and furrounding country {warm with birds, whofe various plumage and enlivening 
fong, at once delight the eye and charm the ear. The ftreets of Vera Gruz abound in 
innumerable flocks of magpies of three different fpecies, all of them of a jet black : the 
fmalleft is of the fame fize, as lively, and as numerous as our fparrows, but lefs noily, 
and lefs troublefome ; the fecond, of the fize and colour of our blackbird, refembles it 
fo much as often to deceive one as to its fpecies ; the third, called in our colonies bout 
de tobae, is a kind of parrot. Thefe three {pecies of birds are remarkably tame, and 
highly entertaining by their different antics : they never attack the feeds of plants, but prey 
on infects and the dung of mules, horfes, &c. Larger than thefe three {pecies fucceeds 
the vultur aurea, fo wel! defcribed by Mr. Jaquin : the name of this animal would induce 
a fuppofition of its being formidable; it is however one of the leait daring and moft 
ftupid of all the birds of prey, and never pounces on any thing alive : it is of the fize of 
a turkey.polt, and much refembles it by its brown colour, and bare head, covered with 
a carunculated fkin, and it has juft fufficient courage to fteal and fly away with pieces of 
meat from kitchens ; for this purpofe it lays in ambuth until nobody is at hand, when it 
feuds fwift and lightly in at the door or window, fnatching up whatever chances to be in 
its way, and flies out ‘at the oppofite openings. Its moft affured reliance is however on 
the fewers, the flaughter-houfes, and the chance of the country ; occafionally it is feen 
partaking with dogs, when thefe happen not to be very hungry, the carcafe of a mule. 
‘the tropillot (thus the Indians denominate our vulture) is incefflantly eating, and when 
atJength full, fleeps by the carrion, nor leaves it till it picks the very bones, 1 have on 
a morning feena dead mule lying in the road, and at night noticed only the fkeleton 
remaining, though on the fand where it laid, I could not difcern the minuteft trace of the 
footftep of a dog ; the carcafe confequently muft have been devoured by vultures: this 
bird is fo little timid that it will fearcely trouble itfelf to remove from the way of a 
‘paffenger, but, at the the fame time, it is fo fearful when caught, that it inftantly 
difgorges the contents of its craw, which forms a refource for its enemy the frigate. 
bird, a f{pecies of pelican. 

The tropillot is eafily taken, rifes but to a {mall height from the ground, and the 
fcent of a piece of meat takes from it all inclination to fly away : if, then, this bird be 
purfued, all it relies on for efcape is its legs, when it‘is eafily run down: the cooks and 
children then amufe themfelves with it, and after faftening tight round its wing a little 
bell, a bladder, or a ribbon, releafe it again; for the Spaniards, more humane than 
Frenchmen, take no pleafure in deftroying life. We know very well that, inftead of the 
flocks Which now enliven the air, if Vera Cruz were peopled by the former nation, not 
a bird'in time would be feen. E/ tomar fal, enjoyment of funfhine, fo much the delight 
of Spaniards, appears to be rot lefs grateful to thefe birds. To witnefs the feeming 
pieafure they. receive from the prefence of the god of day, they fhould be feen at fun- 

“rife, as, at the fummit of a tree, or the top of a fteeple, they fimultaneouily, or in 
fucceflion, extend their wings, and keep in this attitude to receive on every part its warm- 


ing rays, and again when they rife in air at noon, and fkim over the town in fwarms, 
which almoft obfcure the iky. : 


ok rT 
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On the margin-of the fea, kimming inceffantly over the waves and the fhore, is feen 
a fpecics, of larus or gull, which has the/gait and flight of a fnipe, but which is fcareely 
half its fize, and of a greyifh blue plumage. Does a temporal make its appearance,. 
or a fhark feek its: prey in the port, inftantly. {warms of little fith, fmalier than our 
’ gudgeons, throw themfelves qut of the water on to the fands; then does this little 
gull, after a moft amufing fpectacle, as it pounces down with the rapidity of lightning 
from the regions of air, rifes again, and repeats this evolution inceflantly for the 
fpace of a quarter of an hour: I once had the curiofity to reckon the defcents of one 
of thefe little birds : in the lapfe of feven minutes, I counted eighty : “it is indeed true 
that its extreme impatience oftentimes caufes the lofs of its prey, but nothing can be 
conceived more admirable than its excellent management and dexterity in feizing 
the fifh at the furface of the water without even moiftening its wiag. ; 

‘The buoys in the fea, and the bowfprits of the veffels in the port, are covered with 
onocrotali, (the tantalus of Linné, the tree-pelican of America), the pelican with 
a large craw, denominated by Linné the true pelican, boobies, and ducks of every 
fpecies. : 

r On fhore the rivulets and marfhes are inhabited by fwarms of {poon-bills, four fpecies 
of ftorks, as many of divers and coots, and {nipes more than twice the fize of thofe 
which are feen in Europe. 

_ The meadows are covered with beautiful ftarlings of a black: colour, with the fhoulders 
and half the wing a blood red. 

On the bufhes and hedges the male and female cirris or heron, appear to form 
three fpecies, equally rare in their kind: the male from the fplendid hues of its 
plumage, and the female from the blue mantle which forms its fummer garb, and which 
mn winter changes to grey. Here too is feen the cardinal of as bright and fhining a red 
as that of Louifiana, its {ong, not fo varied nor fo melodious as that of the nightingale, 
is yet as powerful and as bold. Here a lark, of the fize and colour of the wit-wall or 
golden thruth, but more handfomely feathered, and of fweeter fong than our European 
Jark ; the ramphaftas, toucan or American goofe, whofe beak marked with yellow 
and black, is longer than its body from head to tail: honey-fuckers or humming birds, 
(trochili) of all colours and of various fize: one fpecies of them which foars aloft in 
air, finging like the rifing lark, has its head and belly, which it proudly difplays, 
of.a {carlet colour; in another {pecies it is of the moft fplendid azure. 

In the woods are found a kind of partridge as large as, and of plumage much 
refembling that of our guinea fowl; another {pecies no larger than quail$ ; craces cr 
hocos of two {pecies with crops and crefts of the colour of wax, as large as turkeys, 
and truly a royal difh; green perroquets, no larger than fparrows; aras or arara- 
coyas; Amazonian perroquets of a green and yellow hue; four kinds of turtle-doves, 
in which clafs is that {pecies denominated ortolans by the colonifts of Sant 
Domingo. : 

Vaft numbers of bulls and cows, almoft in a wild ftate, rove through the forefts ; 
a fpecies of rabbit makes thefe likewife its haunt ; it is {maller, but in far greater pienty, 
than with us. Bucks and does, more than two feet high, are here fo common that 
venifon is fold in the markets at only three reals thespound. Tortoifes are very 
numerous; land-crabs too, as large as a man’s head, which leave the forefts for the 
town, penetrate into the houfes, and climb into the granaries; another fpecies is met 
with fo audacious that when furprifed, inftead of attempting to efcape, raifed on two 
claws, it defends itfelf with the others, A kind of fguftrel much larger than ours, and 
perfectly of an afh colour, is another inhabitant or the fylvan kingdom, with ignans 
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w lizards, which grow to the prodigious fize of two feet in length, by ten inches 
Th breath y and furnifh an exxiaifin ‘ith for thofe not. affeéted a venereal com. 
plaints. ‘ 

Finally, the fea {warms with fith of moft delicious flavour, which are fold almoft for 
nothing in the markets. 2 * : 

Such are the riches I remarked in this country, where my ftay was limited to but 
one feafon, and where on this account, and owing to the importants obje& of m 
miffion, I Was 2nabled to purfue my remarks to no greater length; fuch are the 
objects it prefents, fo worthy of the curiofity of a naturalift, and fe well calculated 
to render interefting a fojourn at Vera Cruz. 

Though the general affured me that the country produced rattlefnakes, I met with 
none, whether my deviations were along the marthes fides, or whether I {trolled 
through the woods; but every where was I peftered with gnats (maringovins) muf- 
quitos, and chicos or karapattas : had I ever the misfortune to bruth with my cloaths 
the branch of a tree, or,any herbage, I was inftantly covered with thefe infeéts: the 
drefs of the centaur Neffus, that fo fatal prefent of Dejanira to Alcides, had not a 
prompter or more tormenting effect than the intolerable itching occafioned by the bite 
of this laft tribe of infeGs; ¢ ey penetrate in an inftant through wool and filk, and the 
Spaniards, in order to preferve themfelves’ from the torture they occafion, are con. 
flantly accuftomed to clothe themfelves in pantaloons of Oriffava leather, and boots, 
and never venture through woods, except where they crofs the roads they have to 
pafs. ‘What however is weriwad | this pPegies of tinea or wood-loufe (the kara. 
patta) is only found in the neighbourhood of the fea, the interior of the country, ten 
leagues inland, being free from its tormenting perfecution. Thefe infeGs at fir(t Oc- 
pe dame me dreadful fufferings. ‘Three or four times on my botanical excurfions, was I 
obliged to pull off my breeches and boots, and fcrape them off me with a knife 3 on 
réaching my lodgings, I was ufed to ftrip in hafte and throw all my drefs into water, 
and found full employment during a couple of hours, in wafhing myfelf, and feparatin 
‘with a pen-knife thefe tiniz from my fkin; thefe are truly the dragon, multiplied to 
infinity, which guards the fruit of the Hefperides. 

Thad now been fix weeks at Vera Cruz, nor would my ftay' have feemed long to 
me, but for the anxious, the impatient defire I nourifhed in the inmoft receffes of the 
heart, of penetrating deeper into the country, and attaining the end of all my fecret 


_ prayers. 


- Not all cf this delay however was thriftlefs; as a furtherance of my defigns, I 
liftened to all I heard ; and put opportune queftions occafionally, as if on a matter of 
indifference,-and merely for the fatisfaction of an idle curiofity ; and by fuch means 
fucceeded, without the leat indifcretion, in forming conception of the ‘meafures by 
which my enterprize might be carried into effet. ; 

One day while converfing with M. de Ferfen on the fubje& of the riches of our 
colonies;and the commerce they induced, he enquired of me if we cultivated cochineal ? 
T anfwered in a carelefs manner “ yes, certainly.”” “ What,” replied he with aftonifh- 
ment, mingled with vexacion ftrongly depicted in his countenance, ‘* do the French 
then mean to.deprive us of this branch of commerce hitherto exclufivel our own ??* 
** ‘Why not,” rejoined I, {miling, and rallying him: “ do you then ancy yourfelf 
privileged wholly to monopolize this excellent boon of nature?” « In what part of 
St. Domingo then is cochineal cultivated ?” enquired he. “* At Fond des Negres,”” 
I boldly anfwered, for having- already deviated from fad, I thought it improper 
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and that the white or Sylvefter-cochineal did indeed exift at the time at Mole St. Nicho- 
las but I wifhed to prepare refources againtt furprife and miftruft, in cafe of being in 
the end detected in bringing away the infects. » ~ af 

At another time the major of the fleet, who had repeatedly promifed to thew me 
cochineal in the vicinage of Véra Cruz, took me an airing with him along the meadow, 
and proud of his rare knowlege, pointed out to me on a cactus called by the Spaniards 

_/tunas, for the cochineal infeét, a fort of caterpillar enveloped in whit cotton, which 
turned out to be merely the worm of the phalena or moth which preys on that precious 
infe@t, and from which I had fo much difficulty in cleanfing my nopals; I pofitively 
denied that it was the cochineal, and this miftake of my preceptor led me into 
a direé&t error, I mean to fay, a perfuafion, oppofite to the fact, that the infea did 
not exift in the neighbourhood of Vera Cruz, a wrong perfuafion which prevented my 
purfuing my fearch for it any further here. 

The major undoubtedly related to Don Uloa what occurred during our ride; for 
the next day, while at dinner with that general, he enquired if I had not feen cochineat 
the day before ; I was apprehenfive that this queftion was meant as a {nare, and this the 
rather as I fancied he was obferving me as he looked in the glafs before which, with 
his back towards me, he was adjufting part of his drefs; and affuredly, if fuch had 
been the cafe, he muft have feen my confufion; I endeavoured however, as well as I 
could to compofe my countenance, and anfwered, that what I had feen was not cochineal 
but a worm; that worms were without feet, and that the one which had been fhewn 
to me was long and cylindrical, whereas, either the cochineal_muft have legs and a 
body of heanilpherica figure, or the works of Linné, and of Pedro Gaza and Her- 
nandez, both Spanifh naturalifts, who had thus defcribed the infect, deferved to be 
given to the flames. 

I had fcarcely efcaped from the peril I have related, before I had to encounter 
another : in the courfe of dinner the general of the fleet offered to procure for me 
from the governor of Mexico the appointment of botanift on board the fleet then 
equipping at Acupulco for the purpofe of making difcoveries north-weft of California, 
and to infure me a falary of two thoufand dollars a year, with befides a thoufand in 
hand for my equipment: he dwelt ftrongly on this propofition, and offered to prefent 
me himfelf to the viceroy of Mexico, to whofe court he was about to repair. By 
accepting this offer I muft neceffarily belong to the fovereign of Spain as a botanift ; 
but I did not fuffer myfelf to be perfuaded by the great advantages held out to me, 
from ferving my country ; the hope of rendering it a fervice weighed with me more 
than the feduttive offers of Don Uloa. 1, however, returned him unfeigned thanks, 
and excufed myfelf without evincing any difdain of the propofal; he again preffed for 
my acquiefcence, when I replied that, having fuftained no wrong, having no caufe of 
complaint againft the country to which I had the honour to belong, I could not efteem 
myfelf juftified in abandoning it; and that, being a fubject of the King of Fiance, it 
was not allowable on my part, at leaft without his permiffion, to difpofe of my fervices. 
toany other prince ; I added moreover, that being unprepared for any fuch expedition, 
I could not refolve on creating in my whole family, and efpecially in a father who felt 
for me the tendereft folicitude, that uneafinefs which would follow the ignorance of 
what had become of me, and where I was; at laft, as his folicitations were ftill continued 
with much earneitnefs, I waved the converfation, and began fome other topic. * 

We fpoke of the Paraguay tea; from the defcription, of it given to me, I was unable: 
to comprehend farther than that it was the leaf of fame tree. I afked the governor in: 
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tax on it when fold ; and he anfwered, laughingly, that it really was'in contemplation. 
After which, folicitous of turning the converfation on cochineal, he added that it was 

- about to-be farmed in Mexico. ‘The very mention of cochincal ftartled me, but I was 
upon my guard. e 

Tam unaware whether my refufal had or not engetidered any ill will towards nve 
in the general ; but fome days after he affected to fpeak of botany in a very flight mar 
ner: he could*not conceive, he faid, how any one could take the trouble of making ~ 
collections of plants; that, for his part, had he the fineft herbal in the world, he 
fhould think it of no other value than to light fires with. Hurt at an attack fo rude, 
I looked at him with attention, and warmly anfwered, that for my part I was fo 
unfortunate as to be ignorant of mathematics, of aftronomy, and navigation, but that, 
if perchance a bock treating of thofe fubjeéts fell into my hands, far from committing’ 
it to the flames, I fhould carefully preferve it for my children, or for fome other 
perfon who might better than myfelf be capable of appreciating its value: 1 could not 
obferve that Don Uloa felt any ways offended at the firmnefs of my remark ; nay, T 
have generally noticed that the Spaniards, though naturally lofty and proud, delpife 
thofe who have not the hardihood of thinking or exprefling themfelves with becoming 
boldnefs and dignity. Still had I to afcribe to this converfation. the affliding con. 
fequence, that, though he never gave me occafion for complaint, the general never 
after feemed to entertain the fame efteem for, nor confide in me to the exiens 
I wifhed, and that, for the future, I fhould have to place little reliance on his 
intereft. 

I felt the uneafinefs this affurance occafioned me, materially increafed upon refledting 
on the obfervation of the captain of the quarter-deck, who one day dining with the general, 
in a naif manner, confeffed, that when a lieutenant, he had been appointed in conjun@tion 
with one of his comrades, to accompany the Abbé de la Chappe on his journey from Vera 
Cruz to Mexico, apparently as a mark of diftin€tion, but in reality for the purpofe of 
‘watching his movements, and preventing his vifiting the works of the fortrefs of Piroté in 
the vicinage of Jalappa, which were then under hand : I drew, as a conclufion from this, 
with greater reafon as I had come tothe country without a paffport from the court, that 
Lalfo was beleaguered with {pies ; thefe I reckoned could be no other than my officers of 

. the corps de genie, and under this impreffion, it was not without much difquiet I 
obferved their noticing every thing, and ferriting every corner of my apartment : how- 
eyer, reflecting that I had had the prudence of concealing myplan from every body, and 
thatno papers I had could betray me, I became lefs alarmed ; I even pafled my time very 
pleafantly with my fancied fpies, vifited them very frequently, and profeffed great attach- 
ment to, and confidence in them. 

They told me much refpedting the Abbé Chappe-de-Haute-Roche ; they themfelves 
had made correfponding and fimultaneous obfervations in the province of Sonora, at 
the timeof the expedition againft the favages, while the Abbé was obferving the tranfit 
of Venus over the difk of the fun. : _ 

‘the arrival of learned-men in this dull country is fo remarkable that it is tra- 
ditionally preferved in the memory of every body, and forms an epoch as noted as the 
appearance of the celeftial bodies they come hither to obferve. A Peruvian marquis 
whom I met with at the Havannah, never fwore by other name than de la Condamine ; 
kre was indeed generally well beloved, an& his departure was feen with fentiments of 
regret by all the Peruvians; this by Don Uloa was not however attributed to any 
honorable defert in him: he told me that he was a jocofe character. much addi&od to 
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. Peruvians, whofe friendfhip and affection he was folicitous of captivating ; that at bottom 
he was a fhaliow brained fellow, full of prefumption, and ready to facrifice every thing 
to the acquirement of fame ; he added, that he had the meannefs to obtain a claflical 
defcription from”Mr. Juffieu of Quinquina, and robbed him thus unfairly of the honour 
due to him of iis difcovery. 4 

T availed mgfelf of the opportunity a converfation on this head afforded, to learn the 
truth of the relation given byM. de la Condamine, of the murder of Segniergues, refpect- 
ing which I had elways had my doubts ; I confequently put many quefttofs on the fubje& 
to Don Uloa, the refult of which was as follows: Segniergues fell in love with a trades- 
man’s daughter, who was under promife of marriage to an Alcalde of the place: he 
met a return, and even more than a return to his paffion; but, fatiety cooling his 
warmth, he fancied he could not fhew his gratitude towards the lady in a better manner 
than by endeavouring to renew the engagement between her and the Alcalde. Now 
in matters of this nature, the Spaniards are to the full as delicate as the French. The 
Alcalde turned a deaf ear to all fuggeftions on that head, and Segniergues threatened 
compulfory meafures ; inde ire, As ill luck would have it, Segniergues went to a bull 
fight, and was feated in his miftrefs’s -box, at the inftant the f{peétacle was beginning, 
and the Alcalde was iffuing his orders for all the mafks to leave the arena. ‘he father 
of his dulcinea, obftinately determining to remain, was greeted with a threfhing, and 
the daughter, in the box where the was feated, recognizing him by his cries, wrung 
her hands in greateft trepidation and alarm. “ My God! my God! fhe [creamed out, 
it is my father they are beating !* At thefe words, another Don Quixotte, Segniers 
gues jumps into the arena out of the box, and, fword in hand, cutting and puthing, 
attempts to force a paflage through the poffe,of officers; the number of siguaxte 
increafes, and the mob fly to their afliftance ; ‘diforder and tumult are at their height; 
and though the Alcalde ifftes no other order than for the arreft of Segniergues, he 
gets killedin the fray. In this event there is nothing but what is perfeétly natural, and. 
what might be expected from the petulance common to Frenchmen, and the arrogance 
of a young furgeon, who, intexicated by a fortunate opening, fucceeded by the molt 
happy fuccefs, imagined in him(elf a right to do as he pleafed with the Peruvians, and 
injure them in their very home-iteds. D. Uloa further affured me, that no one but 
M. de fa Condamine would have inftituted the procefs which followed. He likewife ° 
related to me the adventure of the night, paffed in Pichincha, by M. de la Con. 
damine, who, out of bravado, had feparated from his party, and_ loft his way, and 
how he jeered him upon it in the morning, on his reaching the rendezvous, drenched 
with wet, benumbed with cold, and dying with hunger: ‘* Whata fine night this, eh, 
M. de la Condamine, faid he, what a precious page for your journal!” 

On another occafion the converfation turned on the Duchefs of Pompadour, with 
whom he had acquaintance when in France. From the affectionate manner in which 
he fpoke of her, I gueffed he was indebted to her interference for his advancement at 
tue Spanith court. : 

What however to me was far more interefting than alt, was his account of “the 
affair of New Orleans. Though he might appear to me7inclined to relate fads in 
a manner widely different from that ufed by certain enthufiafts, the unaffe€ed manner 
in which he defcribed the rude treatment he had to endure, the little animation or 
vivacity he mingled in his recital, perfuaded me that the revolution was no other than, 

as he affured me, the effe& of mifconduét and imprefdence; and that it was kindled 

and bows into a flame by the cupidity of the chief “admin ftrators of the affairs of the 
colony. The revenge taken by the Spanith court was not merely a conlequence of 
VoL. XII. = SH the 
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the reprefentations of Don Uloa; it was a merited punifhment of what was confidered 
~.. an a€t of rebellion, and fuch as in any other nation would probably have been extended 
to a far greater number of delinquents. ‘The general. agreed that the _vexation of the 
people, at feeing themfelves turned over like inanimate beings, or animals fold in a 
market; to another mafter in Lewis XV. was not without foundation :~** But then,” 
he obferved, “.as governor, what had I to do with this vexation ; how céuld I remedy 
it; or how even the King of Spain himlelf, fufficiently chagrined at being obliged to be 
content with fo {mall a compenfation? Circumftances,” added he, “* alone were to 
blame, and the hard neceflity to which, and to the infiftance of a powerful monarch, 
he was obliged to fubmit ; while for the new government it has not after all been either 
injurious or {evere to thofe by whom it was oppofed.”” I have heard much fault found 
with Don Uloa; but all the fubjects of complaint that were alledged againft him were 
charges of familiarity unworthy of his rank, and a fhabby meannefs in his domeltic 
concerns. He has never given room for any one accufing him of injuftice or cruelty ; 
he was in faét the log of fable, his exceflive patience made him be defpifed and dif- 
miffed. O’Reilly, who fucceeded him, was the ftork. 

However much amufed by thefe narratives of the general, I never loft fight of the 
object I had in view. I frequently vifited Don Athenas and Don Lobo, two Spanith 
merchants ; but faw them thus often merely for putting myfelf in the way of hearing 
matters relating to my plan. te 

One day while in company with.my French engineer, at the houfe of the latter mer- 
chant, I {aw him examining certain packages of vanilla. I enquired, as if cafually, — 
from what quarter it was obtained, and learnt that it came from Guadalaxara, fixty 
leagues diftant, or from Guaxaca, the diftance of which lartér place was a hundred 
leagues from Vera Cruz; alfo that it was cultivated by the Indians. They next talked 
about cochineal : I did not, as may well be conceived, begin this fubject, but I profited 
“by what I heard, I learnt that the cochineal from Guaxaca was preferable, and yielded 
amore beautiful colour than that from Flafcala, or Guadalaxara, which made me 
refolve on choofing Guaxaca for the fpot I fhould repai® to. _I had moreover two other 
reafyns equally weighty for this decifion: the firlt, the better opportunity I fhould 
have of obtaining the moft perfect information refpecting the cochineal, in a country 
where it is largely cultivated ; the fecond, the circumftance of this road being lefs 
frequented than that leading to Mexico by Flafcala'and Guadalaxara, and this circum- 
itance affording mea greater facility in avoiding highwaymen, and inquifitive cyes. 
It is a certain matter, in fact, that, refolved as I was, on the journey, though I fhould 
not even obtain my paffport, and in fpite of all the viceroys in the world, I ran much 
lefs rifk of difcovery on the road to Guaxaca, on which I thould not be fufpected, than 
on that of Mexico, the only city worth feeing, that only for which I had foughta pafs- 
port, and on which I fhould be fought after on the firft notice of my departure. ; 

This, witha refolution, if 1 fhould obtain a paffport for Mexico, to ule it merely for 
Guaxaca, the route to which I bad adroitly learnt from a Frenchman who had been in 
the fervice of the late viceroy, I waited with impatience an an{wer to the three me- 
moirs which in fucceffion Thad addrefled to the viceroy of Mexico, to obtain the fo 
much withed for paffport*, and ceafed to frequent the houfe of Don Uloa, except to 
enquire refpeting it. 7 


* Even Spaniards themfelves, from whatfoever part of the world they arrive at Vera Cruz, are not 
allowed to leave it without a paffport fron. the viceroy. 


At 
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At length, on Wednefday, the 30th May, he in a very cool manner before’ dinner 
announced, that he had received an anfwer from Don Bukarelly *, ‘in which he plainly 
fignified it -was not in his power, as I was a foreigner, to admit of my ‘entering et. ~ 
famofe reyno, except by fpecial order from the court of Spain. This news affe€ted me 
far more in reality than I chofe to fhew, and I made a very bad dinner, though without 
attending to what I did I devoured a great deal. The general did not fail tc’ enquire 
what I meant to do. I pretended to be fatisfied, and to be determined to demand the 
neceflary paffports through the court of France, and wait for them at Vera Cruz, or in 
cafe of my beihg fent out of. the country, to go myfelf in fearch of them; but I had 
already made up my mind in cafe of fuch an event occurring as had happened. As 
Don Uloa hada quarrel with the governor, I naturally concluded that the latter would 
have no knowledge of the objection raifed by the viceroy, and decided on requefting of 
him a diftin@ paffport for Oriffava, which was within his jurifdi@tion, and about fort 
leagues from Vera Cruz. By means of this paffport, to the licence in which I meant 
to give the trifling cxtenfion of fixty leagues, I hoped to reach Guaxaca, but hardly to 
itfelf did my foul unburthen this defign, and with much more reafon was it then 
referved from others. 

I went in confequence to Mr. Terfen, and, concealing from him the refufal I had 
experienced, intimated how impatient I was to reach Mexico, what vexation fo much 
tardinefs occafioned me, and how happy it would make me if even I merely obtained 
permiflion to herborize gn the volcanic mountain of Oriffava: he {topped me upon 
this, and proffered, in the handfomeft manner, himfelf to folicit the governor for the 
favour I fought. I flew into his arms, embraced him in the moft affectionate manner, ~ 
and that very evening, as a token of my grateful feetings, fent him certain books which 
he had manifefted a defire to poffefs. 

T faw him the next day ; he had dined with the governor, and obtained the paffport. 
On Saturday he brought it me in good order : I concealed from him in a great degree 
the tranfport I felt, left he fhould recognize the great importance I attached to this 
paper, and be anxious to fearch into its motive. 

‘The next day (Sunday) I faffed in preparations for my journey, and dined with the 
general, that he might have no fufpicion of my project. : 

Monday I was to have hired horfes in order to fet off the next morning. ‘The 
morning of this day, this fatal Monday, I rofe in raptures of traitorous joy, and gayer. 
than ever before; I repaired to the dwelling of Mr. Ferfen for letters of recommenda: 
tion . Ortffava, breakfafted with him, and returned home to complete the packing of 
my things. p 

Ofa fudden I perceived a man ina blue coat with a red cockade, enter my apartment: 
he was quite out of breath, and looked wild, finifter, and angry; as foon as he was 
able to fpeak, he announced himfelf as the fecretary of the governor, and ordered me, 
in Spanifh, in the name of the King, to give up the paflport which the governor had 
entrufted to Mr. Ferfen:’) Thefe words, which I but too well comprehended, affected 
me as would have done an electric fhock. I alternately. became pale and red, and 

_ feigned, in order to have time for recolleéting myfelf, that I could not underftand 
what he faid; but he fo often and fo diftinctly repeated to me, e/ papel que el fenor 
gobernador entregé al fenor D. Francifca de Ferfén, that 1 thought it vain apy longer to 


* However ungrateful to me the name of thia nobleman, I here give it for reafons which it may not 
be difficult to comprehend : he was called El Excellentiffinfs Seaor, y Lecato Fraile, Don Antonio 
Bukarelly y Urfua Teniente General de Los Reinos de Nue@a Efpana. 
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turna deaf ear: then all at once, with another turn of features, and affuming a gay and 
gracious air, as if 1 began to comprehend him, I faid 1 was incapable of making -any 


~Improper ufe of a kindnefs I might receive from the governor, and delivered up the: 


papel fo much fighed for by me, begging him at the fame time to prefent my refpe&s 
with my thanks. . ee 

I witked, as he feemed much fatigued, to induce the fecretary to reft himfelf; but he 
begged to beexcufed, affuring me that he had exprefs orders to make no ftoppage any 
where until he had brought back my paflport, and not to appear before his mafter 
unlefs he took it with him. ; - 

I readily conceived from thefe words that fome alarming ftorm was burfting over my 
head; but ftill, ufing diffimulation, I afked him, apparently with the utmoft indiffer- 
ence, what poffibly could be the motives of fo fuddena change in the fentiments of the 
governor? He an{wered, that the poft that day had brought certain orders from the 
viceroy concerning me, in virtue of which he verbally notified that I was forbidden, in 
the King’s name, to leave the diftrict of the city of Vera Cruz. : 

I haftened to Mr. Ferfen with fuch impatience that I almoft flew. I faw, I heard 
nothing, and was unable, but haftily, and in half-ejaculated words, to relate to him 
my difaftrous adventure, conjuring him at the fame time to condué me to the gover. 
nor, in order to have this matter elucidated. We repaired to the palace, and found 
there the governor ; for his part, perfedtly fatisfied with reeovering his papel, and 
making no computation beyond, he received me very politely, but at the fame time 
repeated to me the forbiddance before announced -by his fecretary, of exceeding the 
limits of the jurifdidtion of the city ; an injunétion, he faid, which by order of his 
fupeziors, he was bound to coinniunicate. M. de Ferfen joked with him, obferving 
that, if Thad taken his advice, he would have found the bird flown ; but afterwards, 
ina more ferious tone, he enquired what poffibly could have originated fo rigid an 

er a deliberation of the audiencia real of Mexico, and the conclufum of the pro- 
curator. general, grounded among other matters on the apprehenfion of opening to 

ftrangers the fecrets of the rich culture of the country. Here my heart panted fo 
violently that I no longer heard any thing but the order for my leaving the country, 
(an order quite the reverfe of that I folicited) beginning : pero de regre/ar in Sit tierra, 
“ On this the governor, who read the whole with much emphafis, laid ftill greater ftrefs, 
- reading it even thrice over, and fhewing me the letter where it was written: in fine, 
he was exprefsly enjoined to be himfelf prefent at my going on board, to draw up 2a 
declaration to. that effeét, and certify the fame to the viceroy. He then, {peaking for 
himfelf, defired I would inform him when I meant to depart, and what fhip I meant 
to fail in. This I promifed; after which he took Jeave of me, makilg a thoufand 
excufes and profeffions, and even going the length of calling me Aijo mio, or fon ;*but 

I was not his dupe. 
On Jeaving the palace I took a hafty leave of Mr. Ferfen in the ftreet, and repaired 


> 


ae bec In anfwer, Don Palacio exhibited to us the letter of the viceroy, written - 
rik 


to my lodging, deadly fick at heart: I walked backwards and forwards, now threw’ 
myfelf on a feat, and now into my cot, {winging it from one fide to the other with , 


fuch violence as to rifk breaking my head againft the cieling; not the leaft ray of 
comfort beamed on my mind; in vain did I exclaim to myfelf aloud, if poffible, that 
* [might liten and become lefs diftraéted. In vain did I exclaim, Be calm, thou mad 
man ! poor intempera‘e fool, take pity on thy iatelleéts! Art thou not yet at Vera 
Cruz? halt thou not reached this diftance on thy road? and doft thou not {till remain ? 
_ Oh! yes, retorted anguifh, but thou art ordered hence, thou muft go, and empty- 
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handed go thy ways! Thy plan of four years ftanding, even in the very port, now 
falls to wreck ; four years are loft of the profeffion thyfelf feleGedft ; that hope of 
fortune vanithes ! fo-fondly pi¢tured in thy mind; the advances made by thy family, - 
the bounty of thy fovereign are vain, and foolithly gone; thou faileft in an. affair 
undertaken in-contradiction tf the advice of thy father, thy friends, and every one ; 
an affair which for four years has fubjected thee to nothing but alarms, chagriii, mor- 
tification, toil, and dangers of every defcription ; and what a bleffed profit haft thou 
gained! Thou haft rathly pledged thyfelf to the minifter, and what account haft thou 
to render? Shame, humiliation, ridicule, contempt, wilt be thy lot on every fide thou 
turneft ; and wort of all, thy obje@ will remain uneffeéted : the Spaniards exclufively 

offefs their cochineal ! Thinkeft thou of this, and doft not die of anguifh ? What then, 
Is grief fo little to be feared ; is it fo powerlefs of fuffocation? 

I paffed the whole morning a prey to fuch tormenting reflections, and under the 
greate(t agitation, wallowing three quarts of lemonade, but without the leaft appetite 
for food; no, the fmalleft morfel would certainly have choked me. 

At length, tired and overgome by the weight of fo much affli€ion, my mind made 
alaft effort for relief ; by dint of perpetual repetition, — thou art {till at Vera Cruz — 
the fundamental point of a d.fperate project prefented itfelf to my ideas; 1 calculated, 
that as no appointed time was fixed for my departure, and as there was no fhip in the 
‘port which would fail fot three weeks to come, 1 might in a fortnight’s time complete 
a ftolen journey. Thou abfolutely muft, faid I to myfelf, penetrate into the interior, 
though deftivute of paffport, muft bear away the flLece for which thou haft’ failed, 
defpite of all the dragons in the way. Inflamed by this idea, the very apprehenfion of 
being unable to realife it threw me into a cold fweat. Ss 


Gelano le vene, bollon i Spiiti. 


. But this beam of light difperfed the former gloom, and brought with it a portion of 
tranquillity. Inow thought of nothing but developing my plan, and digefting its 
detail, I walked out in the evening to take an airing, znd went to the Nieveria, where 
I treated.my-engineers. They complimented me on forgetting fo foon the vexation to 
which I hadinsthe mcrning been fubjeé. I fuffered them to remain"in their errar, and 
returned hoine, where, without taking any fupper, I paffed the night.in reviewing the _ 
plan I had proje&ed in my mind; in retrenching, adding, and changing its minutiz, 
and in calculating on probabilities and accidents. At length I fell afleep ,and, refrethed ~ 
after three hours, found my {pirits lefs heated, and my head more elear: at day-break, 
however, I refleéted with fome furprize that there was no room left for any alteration 
in the plan projected the night before, a circumftance arifing from my peculiar and 
conftrained pofition: Malum eft confilium quod mutari nequit, fays ‘Vacitus; this I 
repeated to myfelf but in vain. I could find no plan better than the whole I had 
in mind, and no choice left but either to put it in execution, or return unfuzcefsful : 
the latter to me was more dreadful than death itfelf, and this at once juftified in the eye 
of reafon the evident rafhnefs of the attempt. Bs ~ E 
__ Trofe in the morning rather lefs content than on the morning before, but fufficiently 
fo to look on the maximum of danger I rifked with a difpaffionate eye; I found the 
worft that could happen to me, in cafe of arreft, would be'to be fent back,. tied hand 
and foot, to Vera Cruz, and there to be imprifoned in the fort, or on board the th’p 
of the general of the port, until my embarkation; in hort, merely a failure, that 
probably might not take place, in my abje&t, whigh ‘would be the cafe however at 
certainty if 1 did not attempt the journey. 


Every 


} 
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~. Every thing tended to ftrengthen me in my laft refolves, though Y refleéted upon 
many obftacles I thould have to encounter. 2 

In the firft place, nothing lefs than a miracle, on a road over which fo many pike-, 
men were difperfed for the purpofe of arrefting deferters and ftrangers,-could guard me 
from being afked by fome one or other of them for my“paffport. - ~ 

In the fecond place, my drefs was not that of a Spaniard, and this inconvenience 
neither time ncz my means allowed of my remedying ; this circumftance {hewed me a 
foreigner, and expofed me the more to the looks of curiofity, a 

Thirdly, an appendage to the laft noticed predicament, I {poke the Spanith language 
very indifferently, 

In the fourth place, I was almoft entirely ignorant of the road, and it was only by 
the mereft chance and niceft management I was enabled to learn by what gate Thad 
toleavethe town. ° 

Finally, it was neceffary I fhould fet out on foot, ina climate where I thould have 
much to encounter from the feafon of the year, and the fands through which I had to 
travel. I muft alfogo unprovided with linen, provifion, change of drefs, and books, and 
without inftruments to reap the poffible refult of my excurfion, in encreafing our 
knowledge of natural hiftory. 

The plan I framed for remedying thefe inconveniencies was as follows: I fhall travel 
on foot, faid I to myfelf, as a botanical phyfician refident at Vera Cruz, in fearch of 
fimples ; I fhall aflume the appearance of taking a walk rather than being on a journey, 
fhall lodge only in the pooreft huts of the Indians, and in places away from the high 
road, pretending te have loft my way 3, [thall avoid all towns, hamlets, and villages, 
where poflible, and where not, pals through them by night; I fhall declare myfelf a 
Catalan from the frontiers of France, which will explain the reafon of my fpcaking 
French well, and the Spanith but indifferently ; I fhall always go neatly dreft, wear 
fome trinkets, affeét a good-humoured and free difpofition, and pay liberally for all I 
“take. With all thefe precautions I muft indeed be unlucky if! fhould be taken for a 
foreigner or a deferter, . 

In fine, after fome little provifion againft the moft urgent wants, for example, a 
broad brimmed hat, a net for the hair, a rofary, an indifpenfable article, &c. ; and after 
fetting afide about three hundred gourds in quadruples, I fixed upon the Friday night 
following for my departure. 
~ In the mean time I vifited my friends and acquaintance, whom I apprized in a loofe 
manner that I ment to pafs the remainder of my ftay with Madame de Boutilloz, at 
Medelina. 

On the Friday I dined with the general, to whom I related the trick I had played 
the governor. It feemed to picafe him greatly ; and he affured me, if I had fuddenly 
made my departure after obtaining the paffport, no notice had been taken of the 
matter.« 

The remainder of the day I paffed with the engineers ; and returned home to refleé& 
a few moments on my updertaking. 

It was about nine o’clock when, after carefully locking up all my effeéts, I departed, 
as if merely to take a walk. 

T foon reached the rampart, fcaled it, and bade adieu to the city. 
~ For a long time I travelled britkly along through the fands, under favour of the 
light afforded by the ftars; but.a violent wind effacing all traces of the road, and the 
tky being overclouded, I found myfelf wandering I knew not whither, at the diftance 
of morethan a league from the town: undecided, I went firit one way then another, 
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to the crowing of cocks, and obferved the rifing of fmoke, but all in vain. Though 
I had twenty times before travelled over'thefe fpots, night, by enveloping all objeéts 
with the fame fhadowy veil, disfigured the rallying points which otherwife might have - 
ftruck my memory. I climbed large mounts of fand, fome firm, and others moveable, 
until I was uttefly exhaufted. Atlength anxiety, combined with fatigue, made me 
determine on re-entering the city; but now was the embarraffment to find it, dor I no 
longer diftinguifhed its fires: at length I faw one at the diftance of three hundred 
toifes, I ran thither, it was the cabin of a free negre whom I had feen before in my 
neighbourhood. Itold him I had loft my way in returning from Medelina ; he dire@ted 
me on the right road, and I was exceedingly furprized at finding myfelf a quarter of a 
league fouth of the city, while limagined myfelf in the weft. I immediately fcaled the 
rampart, and returned to my home, terribly fatigued, and ftill more vexed at my bad 
beginning. 

However, after changing my linen, I threw my(elf into my hammock, and enjoyed 
a fleep as fweet as it was neceflary. The next day, at three in the morning, T left home 
a fecond time, and again fcaled the ramparts, this time with fome rifk of breaking my 
neck ; — behold now Don Quixotte in the country. 

I ufed every precaution not to mifs the road; but direting my fteps too much 
towards the north, I agafm ftrayed from my way, and was loft nearly an hour in the 
Yands ; however, recognizing in the heavens the ear of corn of the conftellation Virgo, 
and Mars, and Saturn, which were already in the eaft, I directed my fteps weftward 
till day-break : at four I over-heard the country people going to market, and, guided 
by their voice, kept on a parallel with the road, but about a hundred fathoms diftant, 
to avoid being feen. At length, by dawn of day, the road taking through a foreft, I 
was obliged to enter it, but I took the precaution to flacken my pace as often as I 
diftinguithed any Indians, negroes, or Spaniards ; after they had paffed I made up for 
loft time. At five o’clock 1 had cleared the foreft, and was two leagues and a half 
from Vera Cruz: here the road divided, and occafioned a new embarraflment: 
Peggeiving a muleteer with a train of a hundred and twenty mules advancing, I put 
queftions to him with caution, and learnt that he came from Guaxaca, by the road of 
Monte Calabaga, which he pointed out to me, obferving at the fame time, that he 
paffed it the day before. After this, Very good, faid Ito myfelf, to-night I fhall fleep _ 
at Calabaca ; and fauntering leifurely along till he was out of fight, proceeded on my 
way ; but when no longer vifible to the muleteer, I got on at fuch a rate that by eleven 
o’clock I had travelled nine German leagues. I drank a glafs cf brandy and ate a 
bifcuit in a tavern by the road fide near the foreft : this fatisfied me till nine o’clock, 
when I was parched with thirft. 1 was walking in a level favannah thinly ftrewed 
with copfes of mimofa cornigera, bombax, ceiba, and wild fig-trees; fave where thefe 
made their cafual appearance the earth was bare; for we were now at the clofe of 
winter, that is tofay, of the dry heats, which parch all the herbage; and the cottagers 
had fet fire to the dry grafs, to admit of the young blades pufhing after the rain. It was 
to me a fpcétacle truly pleafing to behold, already, from the plain where | ftood, the 
-mountains Alvorado on the fouth, thofe of Oriflava on the weft, and the Sierra 
Leona on the north-weft, forming a natural rampart extending the fpace of a hundred 
and fifty leagues,-and which mountains I trufted foon to furmount; but in the mean 
time I was dying with heat and thirft. I met two muleteers, conducting two hundred 
and fifty mules : I entreated them to fell me fome wager : they anfwered they were not 
wattr-fellers, but at the fame time one of them unfaftened from the pummel of -his 
faddle, a bottle full and prefented it to me. When I had drunk after this fafhion much 

at 
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at my eafe, I pulled out my purfe ; but, fticking.the fpurs igto their mules, the mule- 
teers merely called out, Va uffed con Dies, God be with you. 


“ ~ continued my way: by eleven I found myfelf as thirfty as ever : I fancied I diftin- 


guifhed a hut; it turned out however to be only one of thofe Mexican ornaments, of 
which on my road ¥ met with feveral, formed of earth in a pyramidal fhape, from thirty- 
five to rorty feet high, on a bafe of twenty, and bearing a perfet refemplance to our 
ice-houfes. I Icoked round in vain on every fide, no habitation was vifible nearer than 
fix leagues towards the north; I could not travel thus far out of my rpad. I fele no 
fatigue, the road was good, but I was dying with thirft. I imagined I had made a 
charming difcovery on diftinguifhing in a thicket a kind of fphirical cucumber; it is 
but infipid, faid I to myfelf, but it is aqueous and refrefhing. Iran to the fpot, gathered, 
and even bit one. ‘The electric fhock is not more fudden of effet: I thought myfelf 
poifoned; in this dry and {pungy fruit I found a hot and corrofive hitternefs, which 
increafed my thirft in the proportion as fulphur and bitumen would the flames of a 
burning pyre. Foolifh botanilt, then faid I to myfelf, did you then imagine that all 
coloquintidas muft neceflarily be {mall? This will teach you more carefully to ftudy 
the different fpecies. “Lhe fize of the fruit, equal to that of our melons, and its round 
figure completely deluded me ; I therefore fought fome other affuager of thirft., 1 faw 
fome fruit of a certain ca@us, called by the Spaniards tunas ; it is a {pecies of opuntia 
found in St. Domingo, with red fruit. 1 took two or three of thefe figs, peeled and ate* 
them. Thefe greatly leffened my thirft, when I plucked others, and devoured near 
thirty ; but failing poflibly of peeling them with due care, their burning cottony covers, 
ing occafioned my tongue and lips to {well immediately, and I found myfelf on the 
point of fuffocation. 1 flill continued my journey, and met with no one. At times 
the leaves of trees agitated by zephyrs, {truck the ear in the manner of diftant water- 
falls, or fome murmuring brook: while liftening to this pleafing promife the winds 
ftilled into calm; Ino longer heard any thing, and almoft refigned mylelf to defpair. 
“ In the mean time, the god of day, already four-and-twenty degrees above the hori- 
zon, darted his unfheltered beams upon me, a thoufand times reflected by the buraing 
plain beneath. I had merely a very light fea breeze at my back; before an immentfe 
plain eighty leagues deep, prefented to my view at the extremity nothing but lofty 
mountains: it feemed as if all nature confpired againft me. I thought at one inftant 
I plainly diftinguifhed the roof uf a hut. I quickened my fteps, but after going three 
quarters of z league in the direétion I faw it, I found myfelf in a little thicket, where, 
no longer perceiving the objeét, 1 fancied myfelf miftaken, and for once loft all patience. 
T halted, and looking carefully round a bombax, to fee if there were neither a ferpent 
nor mufquitos to dread, I laid down under its fhade, and flept nearly two hours. The fun 
had now paffed its meridian, I rofe, and fad enough, continued my journey ; but oh! 
unlooked-for happinefs, I had fcarcely proceeded a quarter of a league before I dif. 
tinétly faw the houfe I thought I had feen before. It was ftill about fix hundred yards 
from ne on the fummit of a hillock, near the river Jamapa; to reach it took but an 
inftant, and enchanted wit‘. the fight of that beautiful river, I would fain have leapt into 
its waves. J entered the cabin about three in the afternoon. ‘The hoft was a fhepherd :, 
him 1 conjured, as well as the hoftefs, por amor de Dios to give me drink and food : 
this they cid with all diligence. I drank fucceffively a quart of water, two quarts of 
ilk, and as many of lemonade, and devoured the wing and thigh of a turkey, with 
three frefh-laid eggs, before I anfwered the leaft queftion. The fhepherd afked me if 
I was a Spaniard (Caftillano). I an‘wered, I was a phyfician of Catalonia. I judged as 
much, fid he, from your gait; you Europeans take longer ftrides than we ote 
us 
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Thus do thofe who are moft nearly conne&ted with nature obferve her with keeneft eye, 
As the fhepherd feemed to me rather curious and difcerning, I paid him, and gomplain- 
ing of a-dreadful head-ach, threw myfelf on a hurdle made of branches, where I fell ~ 
afleep. Four reals which I gave my hoft earned me at leaft four thoufand bene- 
dictions, rh 
I flept fo tranquilly that I did not wake until three the next morning. |The morning 
broke on the world here only at four, ftill I did not fail purfuing my journey, without 
taking leave of my hofts, for fear of awakening them. : 
I defcended the hill and reached the fide of the river: at firft I was under fome 
-embarraffment refpe€ting the means of croffing it; but recolleGting that it is but a 
branch of the fame river which flows by Medelina, and that it is not deep, I was on 
the point of undreffing mylelf to wade over, when about twenty fathoms higher up 
I diftinguifhed a flat-bottomed canoe: I jumped into it, and feizing a boat-hook, pufhed 
over in an inftant to the other fide: in no part did I find more than three feet water, 
though the river was two hundred yards broad. By jumping on fhore I awakened 
a dog, which began to bark, and foon after I noticed a negro looking at me over a 
hedge. I afked him what was the fare of the ferry? A real was his reply. Then 
give it me, faid I, jokingly, for having done your work for you: he at this was content 
to receive nothing, though I left him his fare. 
” At this {pot I avoided the firft danger I had to encounter. The right paffage, as 1 
learnt on my return, is lower down, and there a corps de garde is ftationed, and a 
picquet of pikemen: my ignorance of the right road thus freed me from many inter- 
rogatories, ; 5 
After paffing this river I had no other to crofs for fixteen leagues. I tripped along 
lightly by narrow but good and eafy paths: for the fpace of fix leagues I faw not 2 
fingle human being, and fhould willingly have fancied myfelf for an inftant the only 
one in nature, but for an immenfe number of rabbits, far from wild, that gambolled in . 
my pathway. Few deferts are feen equally beautiful : more than half the ground con- 
filts of an excellent ftaple of loamy earth, yellow, or black, and well adapted to culti« 
vation, the remainder of Savannahs. At fix in the morning I heard turkeys on my 
righty which made me imagine myfelf near fome dwelling. About feven, I faw a dozen 
of them {pring forth from fome withered herbage before me, and fly away with a 
terrible noife : their flight was fo rapid, and fo long continued, that I was fatisfied of 
their being wild turkeys. A quarter of an hour after, two others ran from the grounc 
about a hundred fteps from me, and afterwards, three more from my left; circumftances 
which convinced me of their being an Indian produétion, or at leaft of their having 
become naturalized in the country, and fhook off the domeftic yoke. «+ 
By nine in the morning I found myfelf within reach of what is called a rancho, (a 
fort of canteen.) Here I found an ald, curious, and impudent negrefs, but neither 
bread, nor meat, nor eggs, nor brandy: I was fain to be content with a difh of hard 
beans, badly {tewed, and a morfel of bread I had brought with me from Vera Cruz, 
Happy precaution! I made myfelf fome punch with taffia, and afterwards took three 
hours reft on a frame of bamboos in fhape of a bedftead.  ~ 
At one in the afternoon I continued my journey. The fky was overclouded, and a 
brifk wind blew. In the morning I had croffed five arroyos, or torrent-beds, and in. 
the afternoon paffed again twelve others. Nothing can be conceived more fatiguing 
and unpleafant than thefe paffes, owing to the trunks of trees, blocks of ftone, and 
monttrous pebbles, with which they are ftrewed. Iwas indeed’in a flight degree in. 
demnified by the variety of the plants I found in them. 1 faw a mimofa perfectly 
Vol. XIL BI -  fimilar 
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Similar in leaf and port to the pomegranate-tree, yucas fixty feet high, ferns of very 


“fingular kinds, an arum with an upright but low tem, and 2 palmated-pinnatifide leaf, 


, 


a plant of great beauty, but fo large that a root would weigh ten pounds ; polyanthi, 
amaryllides, &c. I found among thefe torrent-beds likewife feveral ‘wild horfés, but 
very rgrély any water. meg 

At length I reached mount Calabaga by five in the evening, much fatigued. The 
apprehenfion of lofing my way, and of not re&dily finding any other refting-place, made 
me determine on halting here. I expeéted to have found it a village: it was but a 
rancho or mefs-rooms, round which horfes, horned and other cattle, were reared, and 
nothing but maize was fown, which ferves for food as well to the cattle as their 
guardians. ‘Thefe ranchos are compofed of three or four wretched huts: the demefne 
dependent on them is fometimes from ten to twenty-five {quare leagues, in which were 
about a hundred horfes, three or four hundred fheep, and a few hundred cows : this 
rancho was extenfive, the farmer, a Spaniard, or at leaft of mixed breed, was about 
fixty years of age, of handfome figure, civil, but grave, and of rather, as he feemed to 
me, a harfh character. I accofted him, and entreated fhelter: he granted my requeft, 
admonifhing me beforehand that he kept no inn, and had neither bread, nor meat, nor 
wine, nor brandy, but to what he had I was heartily welcome. { begged of him half a 
dozen eggs, which I ate with tordillas. Thefe tordillas ate cakes made of maize, firft 
boiled in water, into which a handful of lime is caft to foften the exterior fkin: the 
fkin is afterwards wathed off, and the peeled maize is crufted with a cylindrical ftone, 
by rolling it over a flat one eighteen inches long by ten broad: after this firft procefse 
it is kneaded with the hand, and rounded and flattened to the thicknefs of about four 
lines: iris then baked on a ftone or iron plate, heated for the purpofe, and turned, 
that both fides may be properly baked: in two minutes the cake is made. It is always 
an infipid food, but.very ftomachic, never caufes indigeftion, and at no time occafioned 


Meany inconvenience. Ina family confifting of two women and five or fix men, the 


former are conftantly employed, morning and night, in preparing tordillas: five or fix 
are requifite for one perfon at each meal, and they are conftantly eaten new. 

My hott, who appeared to me to be an old foldier, and who, as I afterwards learnt, 
was really one of thofe pikemen whom I fo much dreaded, feemed a wily old fox, at 
Jeaft by the queftions he put to me; but as I had undoubtedly every refemblance of a 
phyfictan, he could but give me credit for my tale. Notwithftanding this he perti- 
racioufly refufed me a horfe for the next day, for I thought myfelf now far enough 
from Vera Cruz to venture this indulgence: I was however forced to forego it. I 
offered to pay him for his fupper, but he refufed to take any recompence _ Upon this 
I gave four reals to his wife or miftrefs; for though he had a number of children I 
could not learn from him whether or no he was married. My liberality earned me 
for the night the enjoyment of an old cloak, which had once been blue, but which 
from fervice had become grey.. In this I wrapped mylelf, and laid me down on a mat 
on the floor of a neighbouring penthoufe:. but for this kindnefs I rifked to have died 
of cold, for fcarcely had 2 left the door of the hut before one of thofe dreadful ftorms 
of rain fell which are termed at St. Domingo avelaffes, and of which the drops are ag 
large, and fall with as loud a found as the moft formidable hail-ftones of Europe. The 
noife they made was frightful : the rain driven by the wind penetrated the brancheg and 
feaves which covered the penthoufe, and ran through as from fo many fpouts: in an 
inftant the whole of the interior was drenched : one would have thought a water-fpout 
had burft over the place. The weather caufed me the moft mournful reflections. In 
‘4 countfy interfected by torrents and rivers. if this form fhould anlv be the nrecuymr 
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of others, how fRould I be able to travel, efpecially on my return with* the booty I 
hoped to gain? Could even the beft horfe in the world carry me fafe among the rocks 
and trees which are almoft always brought down the ravines after fuch flprms? Thefe, 
reflections were very far from comfortable ; but having planned every tting for the 
beft, I had na other reliance fhan on Providence: with this conclufion I covered my 
head with thg cloak, and enjoyed a profound fleep till four the next morning. ~ 

The melancholy ideas which had afflifted me the evening before vanithed with the 
fhades of night ; a clear and ferene fky, a cool morning, the profpett of the mountains 
of Oriffava, from which I was now but twenty leagues diftant: their branch, which 
advanced forward about eight leagues like a fteep and inacceflible rampart along 
the whole contour of the plain, delighted me, and inftilled frefh courage in my 
breaft, From Vera Cruz I conftantly advanced fouth-weft: here the mountains in 
front of the plain, having no opening on the weft, the road bends feveral points to- 
wards the fouth. 

It is worthy of remark, that throughout this vaft plain the courfe of the torrents and 
rivers is from north-weft to fouth-eaft, and that their beds, though in a country fo flat 
as to feem a level, have confiderable depth : this fingularity arifes no doubt from their 
defcending uniformly from the mountains of Oriffava, and from the immenfe volumes 
of water proceeding from the melted {now, and the hot fprings of thefé mountains 
‘having, by their weight and impulle, gradually excavated the country to a vaft diftance, 
and thus, in the lapfe of time, worked a flope for themfelves, which they do not feem 

.to have poffeffed at an earlier period. 

Though the rain was dreadfully violent during the night, fuch was the parched ftate 
of thefe fandy cantons, that the ground was moiltened fearcely two inches below~the 
furface. On this day’s journey I found oaks with ovate leaves flightly dentated; a 
white amaryllis, which I brought back with me; a polyanthus, whofe rafped root is 
ufed by the Indians in lieu of foap; three large flocks of fheep ; twenty coveys of par- 
tridges, not fo large as quails, and rabbits out of number: I had to pafs, moreover, né 

“Jefs than fixteen arroyos. The foil appeared to me generally more fertile and of better 
ftaple than that obferved the day before ; {till is it not the lefs uncultivated, and with- 
out inhabitants. 

By eleven in the morning I had travelled eight leagues without eating, and without 
drinking any thing but a little lemonade, which I procured of two Indians who were 
building a hut, and who were the only rational beings I met with. Inow found my- 
felf at the foot of the firft chain of mountains, but the fteep and atmoft perpendicular 
declivity before me, the projecting rocks of which were difcernable through the hang. 
ing woods, formed only a portion of the obftacles which nature, not fatisfied with this 
bulwark, has oppofed to the entrance into Mexico. In advance of thefe fteeps, and at 
the very foot of them, fhe has formed an enormous foife, at the bottom of which runs 
a river ten fathoms broad, of fuch rapid, fuch violent current that it has dug: itfelf a 
bed, through ten ftrata of different kinds of ftone, of eighty feet deep; over this bed 
it winds its courfe like a ferpent amid the fands, almoft without a murmur, but feam- 
ing, and with the rapidity of Seis on throwing a pebble into the river, I judged 
the depth of it to be fifteen feet: when from a wretched bridge made of half rotten 
bavens, by which shis river is crofled, one looks down on the torrent below; the head 
turns dizzy. At the extremity of this bridge is a rock which commands and covers ‘t 
in fuch manner that ten men might keep as many regiments in check: in the rock 
an apgular and zig-zag paffage is cut, through which the road lies, and in which no 
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more than two perfons can march a-breaft ; add .to this, afew. pieces of artillery placed 
on the fummit could thence deftroy an entire army venturing to force a paflage. 

Half a league lower down is another river, which empties itfelf into this, called the 
Rio de la Punta, or of the Point: this is not fo deeply incafed as the one it joins. I 
found at the end of the bridge by which it is paffed a Sp&fiard who regeiyed toll ; as he 
had nei-her bread nor wine, I refolved on proceeding to dine at San Lorenzo, though 
the diftance wae full three leagues. The toll-gatherer warned me, de fas aguas, (the 
coming rain,) I heeded him not, but had caufe to repent: a heavy fhower quickly 
brought me back, and fubjeéted me to his jeers.* On its ceafing I refumed my road, 
and foon reached fome fugar grounds, which feemed to me forfaken, notwithftanding 
the buildings were capacious, the plantations very extenfive, and the canes fifteen feet 
high. At length I came to a ravine, the bed of a torrent, a hundred and fifty fathoms 
broad, and forty feet deep. I fancied before me the enormous fkeleton of fome extiné& 
river, if fuch an expreffion be permitted, the only one I could fancy adequate to depict. 
ing the gigantic ideas enforced on my imagination by the fingular {peétacle of the rocks, 
the immenfe trunks of trees, the enormous ftones of all colours, rounded by long and 
violent fri€tion, which were piled on each other in confufion in the chafm. What a 
horrid fpeétacle, but yet how magnificent, how terrible! Allthefe mafles, now motion- 
lefs, and furrounded by deepeft filence, had erft been driven with refiftlels impetuofity, 
had experienced, amid the noife of horrid crafh and dafhing foam, an active changes 
of ftation: how mightily powerful then muft have been the vaft and inconceivable 
volume of water, that thus could have made the fport of weights and bulks like thefe ! 
Scarcely, though the bed was dry, was I enabled to pafs thefe obftructions to my way. 
Pidtare to yourfelf, reader, this chafm, winding, vaft, and deep, enclofed on either fide 
by a foreft of trees, equally lofty, fill, and fombre, and afk, what painter could venture 
the difplay of fcencs fo wild.and monflrous? O Vernet! ’tis thou alone perhaps 
wouldft not in vain have dared. : 
~ Here it was I faw many pairs of thofe beautiful parrots of the Brazils, with pointed 
tails, called araracaunas ; of the Amazons, with green plumage, mixed with the yellow 
of the jonquil, and of the fize of the Guinea parrot; and a bird of prey, black and 
white, with red feathers round the beak, the fize of our buzzard. 

_  Amoft excellent flaple, in addition, prefented me on every fide a vegetation equally 
abundant and varied; but, alas! it was impoffible for me to load myfelf with fuch a 
mafs of treafure ; I therefore made the belt of my way, with my eyes caft down, and 
folicitous almoft of-avoiding the fight of objeéts I could not choofe but figh for. 

At length (arrived, exceflively fatigued, at San Lorenzo. ‘The inn here is for a 
Spanifh inn a charming one, and to me was truly fo. The miftrefs was civil, and I was 
ferved with diligence. I had four frefh eggs, a chicken, and fome excellent bread, 
together with fome tent wine. Immediately after I departed, refolved on reaching 
Villa Cordova that day, but fcarcely had I left the church-yard, where I had been to 
examine at leifure its plumeria, (frangipaniers) with purple coloured, rofy, and yellow 
flowers, and thirty feet high, before the rain again began to fall. I tock fhelter under 
an Indian hut, when at the inftant a negro paffed me with three horfes, the fame I had, 
before feen at La Punta: I did not venture to accoft the negro before the Spaniard, 
but with Indians I was rendered bold by neceffity. I afked him to lct me one of his 
horfes, and he agreed to conduc me as far as to his village, two leagucs beyond, but 
the name of which I forget. I jumped on horteback, upon this, without either boots, 
fpur, or cloak : the negro, in order to fhelter me from the rain, contrived to coxer my 
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head with a mat, Which hung down before and behind like a Dalmatian mantle: never 
- was Robinfon Crufoe more grotefquely apparelled. : ‘ 

We had got, ata pretty brifk pace, a league on our way, when my guide pointed out . 
to me the garita, or Seas ae of the cuftom officers, by the fide of the road. 
I trembled on xemembrance fWat I had no paffport: the guards had the right to flop 
me, but we were now too near to feek to avoid them ; I therefore conceived = could 
do no better than pretend to be afleep on my horfe, and even half dead, in cafe they 
fhould attempt tg force me to alight or fpeak. How over-charitable my opinion of 
Spanifh centries to nourifh fuch difqufet! The rain prevented thefe vigilant gentry 
from leaving their fhelter, and even, no doubt, from feeing us; and we reached the 
village by night, without any accident. In thg fhop of a grocer I met with bread, 
wine, eggs, and chocolate, and went to reff, after agreeing with the negro to condué 
me in the morning to the city of Cordova for thirteen reals. 

I flept badly: at two in the morning I ran to the hut of my negro to awaken 
him, and haften our departure ; but in vain, we were not able to fet off before four. 

We entered the gorge of the firft chain of mountains through an immenfe foreft. 
It feems the Spaniards, at one epoch, deemed this paflage of importance; for at every 
league we difcerned the ruins of forts, redoubts, intrenchments, and other fortifications, 
more or lefs dilapidated, by which the gorge had once been defended. This gorge is 
about a hundred fathoms in breadth. Between San Lorenzo and the city of Cordova’ 
I reckoned feven of thefe forts, all of them built of ftone, but not any of them in an 
integral ftate: in lieu of thefe it is, and near them, that fome guard-houfes, called by 
the Spaniards garitas, have been con/truéted. Never did I look upon thefe guard- 
houfes againft fmuggling in fuch an odious light, or as fuch a fhocking proof of the 
arbitrarinefs of power as in the New World.’ In a country where with difficulty the 
mott abfolute neceffaries of life can be obtained, is it tolerable, that by the exertion of 
atrocious barbarity, an indigenous plant, which nature ftrews beneath the very footfteps 
of the inhabitants for their comfort, fhould become fo far a ftourge to them, that they 
are not at liberty, without the livelieft dread, to ftupify themfelves by its narcotic qua- 
lity, and {teep in oblivion the memory of their fufferings ! 

‘Lhe foil we travelled over confifted of a deep and inexhauftible red earth, fingularly 
fertile. I faw again another fugar plantation, and canes of monftrous fize, beyond 
immentfe fields of tobacco: thus the moft produétive ground in nature is in the hands 
of a lazy people, who merely cultivate a plant which can give no nourifment to its 
cultivator. ‘ : - ; 

Four leagues brought us to the Villa de Cordova. Domes, towers, numerous 
fteeples, announced a large city, and gave me great apprehenfion. A frgfh garita at 
the gates of the city! Might there not be fome information given refpecting me ? Might 
not a troop of pikemen be waiting to put me into irons? Alone, on foot, I might 
have avoided the town, as Lintended ; but to aét thus in the face of an enemy, to ime 
plant {ufpicion in the mind of my guide, or even to make him a confident, him, an 
African, an individual of a nation the moft perfidious, one ofthe fubjects of the King 
of Spain, the moft devoted to his fervice. This could never enter my head: to fend 
him back was by no means a fafer plan; on the contrary, I treated him with great 
kindnefs. I therefore refolutely entered the city, but I deemed it right wo play the iame 
part I had done at the laft villaze. How little | knew of the Spaniards! they are by 
no means fo vigilant or active: they never enquired for my portmantvau, nor fub- 
jeated me to the leaft ferutiny. « : 

Lalighted | 
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I aighted at an inn in the fuburbs, where I fell fuddenly ill. I laf me down to reft, 
and had a foup made ready for me. I flept till two o’clock, and arofe radically cured. 
~ After eating. an indifferent foup, made with excellent mutton, I paid my reckoning, 
and enquiring for the refidence of the Alcade-Mayor, I pretended tp direc my fteps 
towards it, and traverfed the whole length of the city Without meeting any other than 
Indiar’s or Negroes. : - 

The city of Cordova may be a thoufand fathoms fquare. Although an ancient 
town, the iflets.are ftill, at leaft the greater part of them, gardens excepted, in the 
centre of the city, where isa large fquare, equal in fize to the place Vendofme, at Paris, 
with three fides of Gothic or Moorifh arcades, ornamented witha tafty fountain, which 
jets forth a prodigious volume of exqujfite water: the fourth fide is occupied by the 
great church : the ftreets are paved, broad, and re€tileniar : three-fourths of the houfes 
are of ftone, but the inhabitants are poor. Whenever nature is peculiarly bounteous to 
man, there is man conftantly leaft attentive to nature: -accuftomed to her boons, he 
contracts a liftlefs lazy habit, which prevents him from laying up ftore againft her 
viciffitudes. The city is built on a raifed plain, formed by a long hill, between two 
valleys, each of them bounded by lofty mountains, which form the pafs into Mexico. 
The opening between the mountains may be about a league wide, but no where is fuch 
rich and beauteous vegetation apparent; no where a field for culture which would be 
fo luxuriantly repaid as on this Jong plain. The foil here is a red Ioam, from ten td 
fifteen feet deep, In the gardens, cherry-trees, apples, peaches, and apricots, are in- 
termingled with fapotiliers and orange trees, thus combining the fruits of both hemif. 
pheres. In the hedges are elders and ath trees, with a fort of arborefcent tegetes or con- 
volvolus, the feed of which I could not procure; and a fecond kind of this plant with 
bell fhaped flowers, which, eight inches ii length by a breadth of three, are pendent, 
the margin terminating in long laciniz. 

The quantity of rain that fell at noon was confiderable, and the road was very 
‘Rippery ; ftill, in order to avoid all interrogations, I determined on fetting off: the moft 
difficult point was to find the road to Oriffava, feven leagues diftant : I followed one at 
all rifk till I reached the extremity of the fuburbs, where I met fome Indians who put 
me in the right way, from which I had deviated about a hundred fteps. 

After an hottr’s travelling it began again to rain. At this inftant-I met a train of more 
than two hundred mules: their loading had been depofited under tents, and as for the 
mules themfelves they remained quietly feeding in the high road, which is conftantly a 
{pace two hundredyards broad, covered with turf of perpetual growth, but without any 
ruts, or tracks of carriages, as there are none ufed in the whole diftance between Vera 
Cruz and Tecuacan. 1 was obliged to enter an Indian cabin, where I drank a glafs of 
pine apple water, a beverage, if well made, equally pleafant with lemonade: for this I 
paid a real, and the rain ceafing, refumed my journey. 

Two deagues thence I defcended a deep ravine, in which I perceived a very folid 
ftone building, without any roof, and long deferted ; but whether it had been a citadel, 
a temple, or a private howle, I was unable to afcertain, owing. to the trees and herbage 
with which it was covered, and which concealed the plan of it. I merely remarked 
that the walls, {till twenty feet high, were three feet in thicknefs: the windows refem- 
bled thofe of owr ancient churches ; but of what utility a church in this pofition, where 
root the finalleft veftige of a village could be feen?, It is therefore more probable, it was 
originally fome fort intended to defend a bridge, over a fmall but very rapid river, 
which runs by its walls: ftill, for-this purpofe the fite could not have been worfe 
chofen, for by afcending or defcending the river, the fort would have eafily been 
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avoided ;-and it is, moreovef, commanded by the fummit of the hill, on the fope of which 
it is conftruéted. : 

A few paces diftant are feven or eight huts, near another river, which like this hag - 
its courfe from the north-weft: in the ravine in which it run were fome elders and 
ath trees of finzular beauty. A’league beyond, on the left, and at a hundred paces from 
the high road, I faw four Mexican monuments, forming a quadrangle: each confifted 
of a pyramid about twelve yards high, with a bafe of twenty. The foil here was 
excellent, yet, ngtwith{tanding, deftitute of cultivation, ifa little tobacco-be excepted. As 
for the paftures they were fo exuberantly clothed, that on a plot of about a fquare 
league, I counted no lefs than eleven flocks of fheep, each confifting of fix hundred. 

Night was now drawing on, when fortatiately I met an Indian, whofe direGtions pre- 
ferved nie‘in the right road to Oriflava. * 

Thanks to the rain and the fhades of night, I was not ftopt either at the garita of the 
city, or at another which I paffed on an eminence near the ravine. 

I was much fatigued with a march of eight leagues, through the rain, and over a bad 
road. I entered three inns in fucceffion, but could meet with refuge in neither, their hofts 
objecting to receive me, and recommending me as a ftranger to the ca/a reale, a kind 
of hofpital for travellers, the name of which, however refpeétable, was repugnant to my 
feelings ; fo much does ignorance at times give formidable fhape to names! At length I 
entered a fourth inn, called /a ca/z grande: the front of it was a grocer’s fhop: within 
was a vaft court, furrounded by arcades, which ferved as a corridor from top to bottom, 
and four fides of building ; the ea/ere introduced meat firft into a room, beftrewed with. 
the dung of the poultry which roofted in it. Ilooked at him indignantly, with my ftick 
raifed * and ready to ftrike him, in cafe of his not fhewing me fome other apartment. 
Though lefs filthy, the chamber he gave me was nowile better furnifhed ; a bed-frame 
of bambo, a table, a wretched feat, with one of its legs rotten, a door-way fimilar to that 
of a citadel, and the rufty hinges of which would not admit its clofing ; fuch was the 
lodging [had to fhare with a poffe of flapping bats: for fupper I had four eggs, a difh 
of ftewed beans, two Spanifh radifhes, and halfa dozen lettice leaves; as for bread and. 
wine I was obliged to feck them myfelf at the fhop. Such an expenditure made 
me be confidered of confequence, and for two reals I obtained a mattrafs: my fupper 
coft me four. 

At dawn next day, I pondered on the means of learning diftinétly the route and dif-. 
tance to Guaxaca. After long meditation I entered a convent of Carmelites, where.I 
begged to fpeak with the prior: [ was no doubt thought to aflume above-my {phere in 
fuch a requeft, and the fub-prior came to me. Judging from his round ardjolly coun- 
tenance, 1 deemed him a perfon in whom I might confide, I therefore tald him, as in 
fecret, that being a phyfician and botaniit, my occupation was the ftudy of natural hiftory. 
and plants; that for three years I had been on my travels in view of perfecting myfelf 
in this branch of fcience; that during a tempeft I had made a vow to go on foot to 
Nfra. Snra. de Ja Soledad, in Guaxaca, which till now had faithfully executed, but 
that, feeling myfelf exhautted with fatigue, and prefled for t’me in order to returr. for 
embarkation, I was folicitous of learning whether fuch a fayorable interpretation of my 
vow could be admitted, as would allow my completing the refidue of my pilgrimage on 
foot, in prefenting, as was but reafonable, for the indulgence of deviating~from the 
letter of my vow, certain pious offerings and alms. After a learned difcuffion on thi, 


* Itis fit T fhould remark that no refpeétable tradefman, nor ay one in eafy circumftances, vouchfafes 
to kefp an inn; inns are confequently let at fo mach per day t@a cafero ; a defcription of men regarded in 
@ meaner light than our footmen, and who may be roughly treated with impunity. = 


800 DEc MENONVILLE’S TRAVELS TO GUAXACA. 


point, my Carmelite was of opinion that I certainly might, by means of prayers and 
alms, acquit myfelf towards our Lady of the Solitude : taking him at his word, I drew 

~from my purfe four medios d’oro *, and begged of him to take upon-himfelf the offer- 
ing I wifhed to make: this he refufed, affirming the fum,to be thrice too large. In vain 
did I infift : I could not prevail on him to accept any thing, which not a little difcon- 
certed ‘me, as I hoped by dint of bribery to obtain from him the information which I 
needed ; neverchelefs I did not lofe all hope from the civility he fhewed me: he even 
prefented me ta four other fathers, fhewed me the houfe, the garden,,and was in rap- 
tures at the defcription I afforded him of different plants, of which the community was 
wholly ignorant. At length I was on the point of lofing my fub-prior, when I be- 
thought of inquiring whether there was not a convent of Carmelites at Guaxaca, and 
how far that city might be diftant: this time my good monk fell into the fnare. 
Anxious to appear well informed on what I enquired, he afforded me an itinerary fo 
minutely detailed, league by league, and village after village, that the general of 
an army might have trufted to it for the plan of a march, as I had full means afterwards 
of afcertaining. 

Highly charmed, after a route of forty leagues, in which I had, as it were, been 
obliged to feel my way, at meeting with a perfedt and unfufpected guide, I was pre- 
paring to take my leave, when the brethren obligingly preffed me to take a furvey of 
the upper apartments of their houfe; hence it was that I could but admire the 
delightful fituation of Oriffava. This city is about three thoufand yards long, by a 

* thoufand in breadth; the ftreets, {pacious, clean, and well paved. ‘Excellent water, 
pure as eryftal, is found in every quarter, but the cool proceeding thence gives 
fuchi a {pur to vegetation, that, fpite of every precaution, the pavement is overfpread 
with herbage, nay, even the houfes though of {tone are covered with mofs, evergreens, 
and ferns of every fpecics : its population is 3000 whites and 1500 negroes or Indians : 
its manufactures confift of fome tanneries and coarle cloths. “Whis is the entrepét for 
the traffic between Vera Cruz and the cold countries: here the caravans of mules 
are wont to reft and fojourn a while ; and here the clerks of different houfes fix their 
prices on the articles brought from the interior and from Europe. ‘The city ftands in 
a valley a league wide. The country about enjoys the advantage of yielding the fruits 

. of Europe by the fide of thofe of America. ‘The air is mild yet lively, and the tem- 
perature enchanting. At nine in the morning, the thermometer of Bourbon denotes 
12° above the freezing point. The city is furrounded by infulated mountains, which 
leave between then? fo many little gorges or openings : the fummits of thefe mountains 
prefent the ete& of a palifade of pyramids covered with forefts of the livelieft verdure, 
delighting while they eafe the eye: their angular points refemble fo many pines, while 
above them, proudly eminent, rifes the volcano of Oriffava, clad in perpetual fhow, 
and prefenting at once, in conjundtion with the minor mountains, the fingular contraft 
of boreal winter with the fummer’s grateful garb. Let the reader figure to himfelf an 
immerfe fugar-loaf, its apex obliquely truncated towards the city, and evincing a proof 
thats when it burnt, the ignited eruption rolled towards the plain of Vera Cruz, and 
he will have the image of the volcano of Oriffava. The fatt of the eruption of the lave 
in the direction affumed, is confirmed by the pumices found by me on the very margin 
of the Guif of Mexico, in the neighbourhood of Vera Cruz, a faét the more furprifing 
when it is confidered the diftance is not lefs than five and thirty leagues from. the city 
of Oriffava, a city which affured'y was not founded previous to the extinGion of the 
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volcano, whiclt feems even now to threaten the city. When ig the mozning ‘he plain 
was ftill enveloped with the darknefs of night, I faw, and with fentiments of admira- 
tion and delight, the towering fummit of this lofty mountain, fhining like filver, but 
filver gilt with the faffron beam of day. ; 

The convent. of the Carnrelites built with a magnificence, truly barbarous, poffeffes 
in its maffive ftructure fomewhat noble and ftriking : internally it is lively, very clean, 
and kept in‘excellent order. Paintings, in the moft extravagant ftile, are lavithed on 
every part, but their bright colouring pleafes the eye: the church, as ufual, is gilt in 
ridiculous prdfufion ; but in the fan¢tuary, worthy of remark, is a very extraordinary 
piure, reprefenting the Afflumption of the Virgin: Mary is feen, ftill proftrate, but 
in a fuperb chariot with fix wheels: two bifhops dreft in copes and mitres, hold the 
naves of the wheels in one hand, and a flambeau in the other: fix others are mounted 
behind on the footman’s ftand: the trainers are twelve cherubims with blue wings, 
and in Roman dreffes, a helmet on the head with feathers, and their hair floating in 
the manner of dancersin a ferious opera, and they are harneffed to the car, with traces 
like our cannoneers, to the gun. Elias on the box, with a lily in his hand held like a 
whip, aéts as coachman ; and his difciple Elijah, on horfeback, as poftillion. 

After having thus furveyed the whole of the convent of the Carmelites, I departed 
loaded with civility ; when in the middle of the ftreet, a new incident, which I had not 
forefeen, difturbed me an inftant: I knew every ftage on my road by heart, and all 
but the moft effential matter, the gate by which 1 had tg leave the city: I ventured to 
enquire, and a rogue of a fhopkeeper~dire&ted me oppofite to the right, I had im, 
confequence to retrace my fteps, and on return, met my gentleman, who merely laughed 
at me, but a frowning brow and an angry look { darted upon him, changed his-coun- 
tenance, and made him pale as death. I at length paffed the right gate into the road, 
over a bridge that croffed a fmall river, which bathes the exterior of the city: a very 
large ftreet, which ferves as a fuburb, led me to the barrier at the foot of another 
bridge. This pafs was guarded by cuftoms officers ; one of them enquired whither I 
was going: I told him to collet plants; and that I lodged at the Carmelite convent, 
from which I was fhortly about to go to Vera Cruz. In turn, I put many queftions to 
him’; and the fellow conceived himfelf highly honoured at ‘having in his power to give 
information to a foreign phyfician fo learned as myfelf. The chief of the officers then 
took me afide, into a room well furnifhed with fpears, piftols, and {words ; and now; 


a 


thought I to myfelf, you are caged ; I was however quit for a moment’s dread, and-. 


a fight but little agreeable indeed, though without danger: the fpe€tacle difplayed, 
was the confequence of a malady faid to have originated in the country where I was, 
and with which our chief- was dreadfully affected: I prefcribed to him a mode of 
treatment ; after which, dying with impatience to refume my journey, I left him, 
in fpite of all his offers of fervice, and his invitation to take chocolate. 

1 left Oriffava fatisfied with having fome claim of fervice from a man whom I fhould 
elfe have reafon to fear on my return. I marched on in high fpirits, and mended my 
pacein view of gaining the mountain before me, and even of climbing it, if poffible, 
to enjoy the beautiful profpec&t I promifed myfelf from its fummit ; but when I had 
travelled about four leagues, I found myfelf tired, and if. need of nourifhment. ; 

I refolved on entering an Indian cottage on the road, where I was well received, and 
treated with bread and eggs, all that can well be expected from this wretched clafs~ 
of men: but what ftruck and charmed me far beyond my meal, was the perfeét 
beauty of the miftrefs of the cottage : I looked for Taultinefs in her, but, almoft naked 
as fhe was, having nothing on but a furbelowed Tnuflin petticoat, trimmed with a rofe- 
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coloured cord, and a fhift which left her fhoulders bare, the niceft {cratiny difcoverad 
no-defect, her whole figure emulating in fymmetry the regularity of her features. 
- [told her the was. very handfome : it feemed'to pleafe her and-two old women who 
were prefent ; ‘the one her mother, and the other her aunt, laughed heartily on the 
oceafion. I put many queftions to her ; and learnt fhe wapmartied and, had children ; 
theie circumftances but rendered her the more interefting, and her charms lad cven 
a diforderly effe@ on my fenfes. I ventured to draw forth a piece of gold% but recol- 
loCting myfelf: wretch! faid I,. what wouldft thou? Is fuch the objet of thy 
toil? In a foreign country, friendlefs, and without fupport, environtd by myriads 
of dangers {till ever fpringing beneath your feet, wouldft thou lofe thyfelf? wouldft 
yield to the enervations of voluptuoufnefs? Madman away! With thefe felf-reproofs 
1 left the cottage without fpeaking a word, or daring to take another glance, and 
dragged myfelf, fighing along. When I had journeyed half a league, I found myfelf 
better: a thoufand different ideas came to my affiftance and confolation, and I found 
myfelf quite refrefhed, proving what is {aid by La Bruyere, that “ nothing more 
enlivens the {pirits than the reflection of avoiding a folly.’” 

Defpight of the bad roads, I journeyed on a league and a half, and found myfelf 
oppofite to Aquulfingo, where the dedication of a belfry was celebrating : I did’ not 
choofe to ftop, for I could have halted only at the Cafa Reale, and I had imbibed fuch 
a dread of lodgings of this kind, that I had no inclination for experiment, 

I muft_obferve that, in every village, the Cafa Reale is the court in which the 
Alcalde fits, and juftice is admmniftered : when not appropriated to this augutt purpofe, 
the Cafa Reale is only a wretched caravanferai, or rather penthoufe, in which travellers 
obtain, fhelter gratis. Commonly the whole furniture confifts of two or three frames 
of bamboo for beds, a table, a feat, and a hemifphere of crefcentia or veffel, which 
ferves at once for pail, for pifs-pot, and to drink from. An Indian is kept in guard 
of thefe precious articles, and to wait on travellers, that is to fay, to-fetch them what- 
ever eatable can be found in the village for their money : this guardian is denominated 
a cafero, he is alfo a cook ; but his whole knowledge of cookery is confined to boiling 
an egg hard, and burning a chicken. 

I travelled on, and came to about fifty Indian huts built on the road fide : wavering 
in opinion whether or no I fhould ftop here, or attempt to climb the mountain at the 
rifk of being caught in the rain, I remained fome time irrefolute ; at length fatigue, 
the dread of lofing my way, and the more weighty dread of being thoroughly foaked, 
detexmined me, though it wag yet broad day-light, to enter the laft of the Indian huts 
which J {aw on the road : it was built like the cabins of the charcoal-makers in the woods 
of France, but io low as prevented one ftanding upright. 

I found here‘a female Indian anda little girl, bufily employed in making tordilyas : 
they received me without ceremony, but yet with refpe@t. They did not comprehend 
a fingle word of Spanifh, nor I the leaft of the Mexican tongue, fo that our converfa- 
tion was néceflarily by figns. The mother prefented me a tordilya, which I took and 
ate, but with no appetite, giving her in returna real. I prefented the little girl a packet 
of pins; which fhe accepted, and found mighty curious : immediately another tordilya 
was ferved up, covered with ar egg and chili: the latter dith I found excellent, and 
paid for with another real. I faw they were preparing me ftill others, but I made them 
Zigns to defift. 7 

Tordilyas have before been noticed : they form the chief food of the Indians. As'for 
chili it is a Mexican fauce made of pimento and tomatas, or love-apples, pounded 
together in a mortar, and mixed witn falt and water: it is the common fauce, and 

. ° 12 indifferently 


os 


DE MENONVILLE’S TRAVELS To GUAXACA. 803 


indifferently forcbread, meat, and fith, and is the mioft delicate regout known %o thefe 
worthy people. Thofe who are in eafy circumftances, always keep it by them to eat 
their tordilyas with, which are without it infipid. The Indian when he has np tomatas, 
knowing without doubt the affinity between them and nightfhade and ply/alis, or the 
winter-cherry, fubftitutes a/kekengi, or the winter-cherry, as I frequently remarked 
on my way, a circumftance which put me on my guard in eating this fauce. - 

Night coraing on, the father of the family arrived with five children, the oldeft 
about fifteen : three others, one of which at the breaft, had remained at home ; thus in 
all eight childfen, the father, mother, and myfelf, were colle€ted under a little roof of 
fhingle in a hut, but fifteen feet fquare. “Che poor Indian, tired with labour, and half 
ftarved, prefented a mild and benignant phyfiognomy: he fhewed me fome little 
attention, but overflowing with affection, he fmothered his children with kiffes, while 
the tendereft love beamed in his looks, which were conftantly dire€ted to his wife, fave 
when. from courtefy they were turned to me, He fpoke a few words of Spanith, but 
our converfation was little. A profound filence reigned during the whole repatt ferved 
up, confilting of tordilyas and chili: it was the ftillnefs‘of delight, interrupted at 
intervals by the tones of a language fwect and fhort, and by founds which refembled 
the melodious notes of the bullfinch ; thus joy, tendernefs, and repofe awaited the 
worthy Indian, as compenfations for his daily toil. He gained by his work but two 
reals, I gave him in addition two, but profit feemed to intereft him little. Avarice finds 
rarely entrance in the heart of the child of nature, awake to the feelings of a hufband 
and a father ! ~ 

I laid down to reft, my heart full of this fcene, and adverting in thought to that at 
my dinner, fuch, faid I, fuch are the hearts in which you would have plunged ten 
thoufand daggers by the feduétion of a wife, the joy and only folace of her partner. 

To thefe reflections a thoufand infects joined their troublefome hum to drive away 
repofe. I laid ftretched on two bad fheep-tkins, but the night was cold, and I had no 
covering, the rain even penetrated our flender roof. As therefore I could nat 
fleep, I rofe and left thefe good people in filence, but deeply affeéted with what I had 
obferved. : 

The evening before I noticed near their houfe a bath of rather a curious conftruc- 
tion: it was a little houfe eight feet long and fix broad, with walls two feet in height : 
its roof, fhaped like ours, covered with ridge tiles, overtopped a wall built of brick, 
and refembling that of an oven: the floor alfo was paved with brick : it was raifed near 
a fountain or rivulet, and beneath its level. Within the building a fire ts kindled, as 
in an oven to heat it: the fire is afterwards withdrawn, and the ftreamlet fuffered to 
enter. After a few minutes the invalid, about to avail himfelf of the bath, is placed in it, 
feet downwards, with no means of breathing, but by the door which is about eighteen 
inches fquare ; this remedy is rarely ufed, and only in defperate cafes, as I was enabled 
to gather from the broken fentences and geftures of the Indian : of {toves fimilar to this 
I met with feveral on my way. 

I have obferved that on quittiug the plain, the road lays through a gorge which 
begins at La Panta. This gorge is bounded on the fouth-weit by Aquulfingo,- and fud- 


“ denly by an appendage of the volcano of Oriffava, which forms, as it were, a kernel, or 


tenant, that unites the frame of the two ranges of mountains which form the gorge in 
which the cities ‘of Cordova and Oriffava are fituate. This kernel or tenant it was 
neceffary I fhould pafs to enter into Tecuacan. I had obferved it attentively the day 
before, and noticed the road traced onits reverfe. However high and fteep the moun- 
tain, this road, which is very well planned, and faved even in certain parts, would be 
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far lefs laborious to traverfe, were due care taken to repair the injurtes to which it is 
fubje& from fprings precipitated from the top of the rocks in a thoufand -fin 
curious cafcades ; and from the torrents which, duri 
Sefore them, - 

I was on this road,by two in the morning. The atmofphere was rep 
owing to the night dew and a thick fog which covered the mountain 
fequence was fo benumbing that I could fearcely move m 
rapidly, and by day-break was on the ridge of the mountain. I faw there a number of 
oaks, fimilar to «hdfe of the plain, the favin fhrubs*, and arbufte, which I took for 
myrtles, but which the See prevented my afcertaining. I was Pleafing myfelf 
with the magnificent profpeét I fhould enjoy ; the eafe with which I fhould contemplate 
the volcano, and the birds-eye view I fhould have of the gorge I had quitted, apd the 

. plain I had to enter on the rifing of day, as I alcended the mountain, but my expecta. 
tions were fruftrated by the fog, which did not difperfe the whole day long. 

I faw on my way two dealers in poultry ; 
feeding around their encampment. 

Scarcely had I gained the fummit before 1 had to defcend, for 
tain is barely ten fathoms broad. I now tripped lightly down, 
I had nothing further to apprehend, and as much at my eafe as 
from thofe whom my. fears reprefented in purfuit of me. 

‘I fancied myfelf in quite another country ; and in fact nature prefented a volume 
perfectly new to my delighted eyes, and treated them with a mott fuperb difplay of 
plants of various genera. ; 

Here the geranium +, there a f{pecies of helictrope , of a very curious fpecies, no 
feeds of which unfortunately were ripe : beyond thefe mifletoes |], tradas cautias §, of 
very fingular kinds; a fpecies of medlar, jyucas J thirty feet high, ard finally, 
at the bottom of the mountain, magueys, a plant which became the moft pre. 
dominant. 


“ The gorge I traverfed now prefented a road of beautiful turf, and now a foft and 
even fand. 
At feven in the morning I difcovered a village, the huts and houfes of which divided 
from each other by long intervals, gave me an idea of what the Spaniards call a 
-pueblo, it was clapuleo, divided into a re€tory and curacy, and about a league in 
length. 5 P 
: ‘This {pot may be reckoned the vineyard of the country ; 
A valley extendirfg three leagues by half a league in breadth, is enclufed by moun. 
tains covered ‘with fome cacHi, but chiefly with the agave Americana or aloes. This 
plant, which j; indigenous, in addition, is here cultivated and multiplied ad infinitum 
by the Indians. Its leaves, three or four feet in length by a foot and a half broad, 
ferve the inhabitants in lieu of tiles; and fome cottages I have feen were very ikiffull 
covered With them. The plant yields a beverage efteemed by this people delicious, 
but of which the mere appearance was {ufficient to excite difguft in me: it is of a whitith 
colour, thick, conftantly tcrbid, and unfufceptible of clarification. 
the manner in which it is extra@ted. Previous to the aloes fhooting 
~ the Indian, after cutting away fome of the leaves in order to form a pafla 
. at the heart of the plant, tap it to the pith in nearly the fame minner 


2 gularly 
ing heavy rains, bear every thing 


: the cold in con- 
y fingers.¢ I afcended 


the creft of the moun- 


but what a vineyard ! 


The following is 


Se, On arriving 
as an artichoke, 


* Dioecia“monadelphica. + Monadelphia decandria. 


a c  Pentandria monogynia. 
{| Dioecia tetrandria. § Hexandria monogynia. 


@ The fame clals, a fpecies of alocs, ~ 


leté with moifture, 


and farther on, two caravans of mules :; 


fatisfied within myfelf : 
ifa thoufand leagues 


forth its {pear, * 
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he removes the Gown of upper leaves, enclofed the one within the .other; and 
after hollowing in the ftem of the plant a cavity capable of containing two or threc 
quarts, he places the crown on again, and leaves it. In the courfeof that day and 
the-following night the fap of the plant tranfudes from every part of the young leaves ~ 
cut off with the orown, and fflls into the well below; this the next.day great care is 
taken in emptying, and this procefs is repeated until the plant becomes exheufted, 
when it periflfts ? it is then hewn down, end renewed by the pipings it generally 
bears. 

This fpecies of aloes is fometimes fo large.as to meafure fifteen feet in diameter : it 
throws out its leaves like the fpears of chevaux de friz, but of far more folid ftructure : 
it occupies all the backs of the*hills of Clapuleo, a talky and ftony foil: the bottom is 
fown with barley and other corn. The morne of Port-au-Prince grows many of this 
{pecies of aloes. 

This forms one of the chief objeéts of culture at Clapuleo, which furnifhes the con- 
fumption of a circuit of eighteen leagues radius. There are Indians who have con- 
ftantly forty of thefe wells, which 1 could fafely wager they empty every day. Tam 
ignorant at what price this beverage is fold, but it is in great requeft, and 1 have feen 
it on its way in fkins to every quarter round about. . 

I had travelled fix long leagues without eating, after a very indifferent night, and 
but a bad fupper the evening before. It was nowife aftonifhing therefore that I felt 
hungry: I enquired of the firft Indian I met where the tienda was (the eating-houfe) ; 
but neither he, nor feveral others I met with in fucceffion, underftood me: at laft I 
ventured to enter a hut, where I found two women and a young man: I made figns to 
them by pointing to fome eggs, that I wanted food : they brought me half a dozen, 
which I caufed to be roafted in their hell, and devoured, with four tordilyas. I after- 
wards for beverage made a kind of lemonade, and might have been content with this 
meal, but feeing my fly Indian had a fowl in the pot over the fire, well feafoned, I 
without ceremony afked him for a part: he gave me firft one: wing, then another, and. 
afterwards a leg. Thefe I ate entirely, to the great aftonifhment of the bye-ftanders, 
who thought me, no doubt, but ill qualified in purfe for fuch an appetite. To difmifs 
their fufpicions I took four reals from my parfe, which they received. with pleafure, 
and would have had me take the remainder of the fowl, but this I refufed, as 1 did alfo 
a beverage made from the maguey, and called by them pulqué, as the whitifh, - 
troubled, and dirty appearance of it, infpired me with difguft. I afterwards laid me 
down for an hour to reft in this little hut, conftruéted in the fame mannef as the hu‘s 
of our foldiers, and but ten feet long, but fo clean, with every thing in fo much order, 
that nothing can be imagined more fo. Thefe good people were fimplicity’ perfonified. 
Their language, different from that of the Indians of Aquulfingo, is fingugar, and little 
but clucking. The only founds diftinguifhable are a multitude of lya’s, or | mouille’s, 
and mutee’s. The man who comprehended and fpokea few Spanith words, enquired 
of me how far it was from there to Caftile ? I anfwered, two thoufand leagues, but here 
J {poke beyond his underftanding. He readily conceived the gumbers ten, twenty, nay 
_a hundred, but beyond this number his ideas did not extend. He admired the knot 
of my cane and its handle, my watch and fnuff-box, obfrving them with the moft 
innocent curiofity, but without defire or anxiety to poffefs them. - 

At nine in the morning, finding myfelf fafficiently refrefhed, I left my Kind hofts. 
Acouling breeze, a cloudy fky, every thing promifed mea pleafant journey, and I - 
determined on fleeping beyoad Tecuacan. ~ 
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° ; : 

Scareely had I gone a hundred fteps before I was “accofted by%an Indian, who en- 

~ quired of me whither I was going? I anfwered to Guaxaca: upon this he offered me 
horfes, but as he had a be garly and ideotifh appéarance, I paid no attention to what 

~ he faid. He continued ob Inately to follow me, and {topping me at the end ofa ftreet, 
he fhewed me a horfe held by a young man. His purfuing me engendered fulpicion ; 

Ttook him fora thief, or at beft, a fpy ; and treated him in fuch manner as induced him 
to go his ways. I have fince learnt that my fufpicions of him wérefyroundlefs, and 
that he was only one of thofe people called topiths, whole office it is to feek horfés for 
travelleis, and ferve them as guides, Still, I was not forry on learnifig this, that I had 
not taken advantage of his proffer, for he would moft affuredly have conduéted me 
on horfeback, in broad day, through the ftreets of Tecuacan; a rifk would have made 
me die ten thoufand deaths with fear, * ar : 

On leaving the pueblo, I faw a number of pretty rabbits, by no means wild, feveral 
birds of charming plumage, and the arbol Peruano, which yields a fpecies of pepper. 

After three leagues through beautiful vallies, in which the harveft had been reaped 
fome days before, and where already the hufhandman was employed in fowing again, 
I difeovered from an eminence the plain of ‘Vecuacan. Hitherto 1 had only travelled 
through the gorge leading to it: the feene which afterwards ftruck me was fingularly . 
delightful, but the pleafure it occafioned was leffened by the revival of my curfed fears, 
at the fight of a country fo well peopled, and the refleion that I mult neceffarily 
travel through fo large a city as Tecuacan, which I painted. to myfelf {warming with 
corps de gardes, alcaldes, and alguazils of every defcription. 

As it was too early to wait till night-fall, I bethought myfelf of the expedient of 
rounding the town, without entering it; in confequence,.1 continued my way at a 
quick rate, but not fo quick as to be blind to the beautiful profpeéts around, 

,, From the extremity of the gorge I had juft traverfed, on reaching the flope of the 
hill, is feen the vaft and fuperb plain of Tecuacan. Its breadth is fix leagues, and it 
extends in a fouth-caft and north-weft dircétion fome twenty leagues beyond Jalappa, 
“between two chains of mountains, which bound it eaft and weft, and feparate the pro- 
vince of Tecuacan from that of Mexico Proper. The river of Tecuacan, and generally . 
fpeaking, all the waters run in the fame dire@tion for the fpace of fifteen leagues 
towards the fouth. The eye embraces with delight in a country covered with eternal 

- verdure, interfected by innumerab'e rivers, and chequered with five or fix cities, and 
villages, and pueblos, and habitations, without number. 

~ This fine-country, however minutely examined, does not appear to be naturally fo 
fertile as a view of its whole announces. The plain, properly { called, is indeed very 
produdtive, and yields every grain peculiar to Europe ; but the foil is of a greyith 
colour, abornds in clay, and requircs, in order to render it fit for fowing, a long 
continued inundation ; and when the growing crops appear to fuffer from drought, it 
is again watered, by means of fluices contrived at its different falls with much ingenuity 
and caré, in the banks of the river of Tecuacan : this is one of the beft managed regu- 
lationc I had hitherto obferved in the whole country, and doubtlefs the population were 
taught in its inftitution by heceffity, for the only compoft neceffary for the foil is water 3, 
and here it is diftributed to-~all the different farms, in the fame manner as it is to the 
fugar -plantations of Santo Domingo. The lands are tilled with the plough, and they 
yield two" crops annually, the one in May, the other in Septembe?. Corn does not 
rife to the fame height as in the Beauce in France, but: the ftraw ftands thick, and the 
ear is well filled. It is trampled on by ten or a {core horfes, on an area in front of the 
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barns, to get out the grain, and the ftraw fells at a very high rate. By the homeutalls._ 
the lands appeared to be divided into large eftates; but as there are no flaves in this 
country, and as the fmall number of negroes here are free, and commonly hire them- 
{elves out at four piaftres per month, every procefs of cultivation neceflitates the em- 


ployment, on the part of the proprietor, of other hands in addition to thofe regularly 
kept in his fervice: to obtain thefe he is obliged to prefent a requeft to the alcalde, 
mayor, who affigns *im the requifite number of Indian labourers, at two reals per head 
per day. The alee of the pucblos conduéts them every morning by eight o’clock to 
the rendezvous, al cys about two hundred yards out of the village, where the bailiifs 
of the farms meet .hem, and point out their work, which continues until fun-fet. 
Thefe bailiffs remain con{tantly on horfeback all day long, expofed to the heat of the 
fun, for the purpofe of overlooking their labourers. 

‘The upper part of the plain, which comprehends the midway up the mountains fides, 
is fufceptible of no fpecies of culture, owing to the impoffibility of furnifhing water, as 

-niuch as from the nature of the foil, which confifts of little more than an inch of vege- 
table earth ona bottom of talc. Here nothing grows in fact but mimofiz, cacti, and 
certain fhrubs which, feen at a diftance, induce a conception of the foil poffeiling a 
degree of fertility. 

The fummit of the mountains is covered with many kinds of trees, oaks, pines, &c. 
Bat whichever way the eye is turned it conftantly embraces a view of difruptions, 
erafions, and chafms amorig the mountains, vifibly occafioned by violent convulfions ; 
for the ground there feems not to be a depofit of waters, but entirely free from fuch 
accumulations. Among the innumerable fpecies of cadti that I diftinguifhed was 
efpecially the ca€us nobilis, icofandria monogynia, Linn., mantifla : it does not rife 
more than a foot from the ground, and may be ten inches in diameter. I remarked 
twenty other fpecieg, which [ have no where feen defcribed, and which, unfortunately, ” 
T had no time to form a defeription of. In order to have brought with me all I found 
worthy of the fchool of botany, I fhould have needed an additional cart at every twenty 
leagues. I therefore continued my journey, fighing to leave behind me fo valt a heap 
of treafures. 

After croffing a divifion of the river, I arrived at the fuburbs of Tecuan, I faw a 
trellis covered with grapes, yet green: what would I not have given for ripe ones! 

There I left the high road for the plain. The corn had been juit reaped, and I 
noticed that abundance was left-behind recn and growing, which proxed to me _ 
Aa it does not ripen eyenly, an obfervation which I made every where along the 
road. a 

I thus avoided the city, as far as the real bed of the river which runs rarough it. 

+ At this part it is fix yards broad, and ubout three feet deep. In order to pafs it, I was 
obliged to undrefs, but at the inftant I was about to enter it, fo prodigious a number of 
turtles, which I had not obferved, plunged into it, that I was extremely frightened : 
on feeing them my apprehenfions were difmiffed : thefe turtles are no larger than the 
palm of the hand, of an oval fhape, of a dirty mud colour, nat ftriated, plated, nor 
flated, or in any degree refembling others, but even backed like land-turtles or 
tortoifes ; the fternum, which is all of a piece, is joined by an offification, and level 
with the back, except the epenings for the paws, the head, and the tail of the asimal : 
the fize appears to be regularly as I have ftated, for though the number I faw was con- 
fiderable, there was no difference. re : 

Unfortunately I drank of the water of this river, J fay unfortunately, for all the 
night and all the following day my lips felt as if ulcerated. I attributed this incon- 
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venicnce to a rath proceeding from my drinking of it when warra, and after being 
~ weakened by fatigue; but on my return, the fame accident happening, and not to me 

alone, ‘but.to feveral others, I learnt that fach is the common effect of its waters, which 

are briny, but which I had not before obferved, on account of my eagernefs and thirft, 

I entered the extremity of a fuburb, bought fome bread there, and drank a glafs of 
wine: this refrefhed me; and of refrefhment | had urgent need. 7 

lt was novr but three in the afternoon, afd I had already travelled-twelve leagues ; 
but defirous of not entering the city, I refolved to pufh on toS — Francifco, ftill five 

- leagues further. : 
_ then journeyed E. S. E.; and the fun enlightening from behi. me the beautiful 
plain I had in front, my profpe€&t was exceedingly varied and enlive 2d. ‘ 

The high road in which I travelled is twenty yards broad, and bordered with hedges 
of cifalpne and mimofa. On every fide I diftinguithed nothing hut fpacious dwel- 
lings, lands well cultivated, or covered with crops, which were being gathered: fuch » 

“an afternoon would to me have been moft delightful, had I not been fo perfeétly 
tired. 

‘After three hours walk I refolved on refting, but fcarcely had I ftretched myfelf on 
the turf, before I felt my tendons {tiffen, and my mufcles {well : I rofe haftily,in order 
not to catch cold. The fun was on the point of fetting ; the fummit of the mountains 
on my left was beginning to be covered with clouds, whence lightenings flafhed, and 
the noife of thunder proceeded. I feared being caught in the rain, and to avoid it,4 
determined on halting at the very firft inn. I enquired of a labouring negro where I 

_ fhould meet with one. He anfwere@, that there was one at San Francilco, about two 
Icagues farther, but that I might meet with fhelter at a farm (la hacienda) of Don 
Joachim, the herald (armorial) of Cattile, which he pointed out to me the diftance of a 

“ quarter of a league from where I ftood. I was fearful of ftraying from the high road, 
during the night, from which I had already deviated, and above all, I dreaded the rain. 
I therefore followed the advice of the negro, and repaired to the farm-yard. The 
houfe was well built. I found in the yard a bailiff employed in caufing the corn to be 
gathered in, which had been trodden from the fheafs, and be fanned in the barn. Mif- 
taking him fer the owner, I explained to him my embarraffment, and claimed his hof- 
pitality, offering at the fame time to pay for what I might have. He received me 
with politenefs, and informed me he was not the mafter ; but if I could wait till he had 
completed the bufinefs which engroffed his attention, he would have the pleafure of 

“introducing me to him. I confented to wait his leifure, and entered the barn, where’ T 
ftretched myfelf on fome truffes of ftraw: there I gave myfelf up to the reflections 
fuggelted hy circumftances. Here, faid I, is corn, truffes of {traw, a barn; here is the 
fame mode of culture as in France; but what a difference does locality make in fen- 
timents! There, with what pleafure fhould I contemplate their labours, always 
mingled with innocent paftimes; there, with fecurity, might I give myfelf up to the 
contemplation of nature : fhould I change my fite,it would ever be at pleafure, and with 
certainty, at a trifle of expence, of fatisfying all my wants ; here, in the fame manner 
as a malefator, a fmuggler, it is requifite I fhould wear difguife ; that I fhould difimu- 
late _in order to procure for my fellow-citizens the enjoyment of a benefit which nature 

- herlelf defigned no lefs for them than this jealous nation, from whom it mult be ftolen 5 

~I find myfelf at length obliged to beg for fhelter and fubfiftence; to be indebted to 
men who, not knowing me, perhaps may treat me with contumely ! 

Thefe ideas, undoubtedly a prefage of what was about to happen, were interrupted 
by the.arrival of the bailiff: he conducted me inftantly into the hall of the houfe, 
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which, properly Zpeaking, was no other than a penthoufe, while he went,to {peak to 
his mafter. ; 

I faw myfelf immediately furrounded by a crowd of negroes and Indian fervants, 
fome in livery, others in cloaks; I felt cold, approached a ftove where chocolate was - 
boiling, and feated myfelf on the ground, my back to the fire, and wholly indifferent to 
the ftupid admiration, and the brutal laughs of the fervants’ hall. 

At length,” after half an hour had paffed, the bailiff made his appearance; he 
brought the anfwer of his patron, who was willing to allow me fhelter, but excufed 
himfelf from feeing me: indignant at {uch behaviour, I immediately decided on my 
reply : I told the bailiff that I thanked his patron; but not being of a quality to bear 
with indignity, nor accuftomed to fuch uncivil treatment, I would neither fleep under 
his roof, nor owe the flendereft obligation to a man whofe vanity felt a fhock at re- 
ceiving me in perfor; and raifing my voice at the inftant, and pulling from my pocket 
a purfe of gold, I took out a piaftre, and fhewing it to the fervants, exclaimed, “* Who 
will earn this, by thewing me the way to San Francifco?’” ‘Twenty voices anfwered, 
«¢] %.-and I was only embarraffed refpecting. choice. I fixed on a ftrong and 
hearty negro, of good phyfiognomy, and took my leave of the bailiff, whom I left con- 
fufed at the infult I had received ; it feemed to me even that this imitation of Spanifh 
pride was not dipleafing to the whole troop of fervants; and that one and all they 
blamed the condié of their matter. 

It will readily be gathered, that my offended pride caufed me to make this hafty 
determination, and I mutt confefs that this weighed {trong with me; but at the fame 
time, it occurred tome that a man who could aét in this ignominious manner might 
be capable of {till greater bafenefs and perfidy ; hence in my refolve a portion of pru- 
dence was mingled. 

When I left this unwelcome abode I breathed with greater freedom, and, as if [ had 
juft efcaped from fome impending danger ; and whether the refult of my indignation, 
whether of the reft I had taken, I felt myfelf reanimated, and in a fhort time reached __ 
San Francifco, but not without a lowering atmofphere which threatened rain, 

Then I entered the dwelling of a tradefman, as indifferent and eafy as moft of his 
countrymen. I found in the houfe nothing to eat fave eggs and peas, but at the fame 
time fome tolerable wine, and above all valuable, two mattreffes, of which I availed 
myfelf with the more willingnefs, from its being the firft time fince my departure that 
I had found fo comfortable a lodging. I undreffed myfelf, and after well barricading 
the doors of my room, flept peaceably. . : 

The next day I left my hoft at four in the morning, after paying him fix reals, with 
which he appeared fatisfied : he informed me that at Sant Antonio, two leagues further, 
I fhould find horfes, and inftruéted me how to procure them. - 

I travelled along, {prightly as the lark, the morning cool and refrefhing, and the 
road good as on the preceding day. Before I arrived at Sant Antonio I had to traverfe the 
river Tecuacan, which at this {pot is ninety yards broad,its bed twelve yards deep ; it was 
now, however, nearly dry, owing te the drainage of the fluices for watering the felds. 
I conje€tured, from the enormous depth of the bed of this riv2r throughout a {pace of 
ive leagues from Tecuacan, that its {wells muft be frightful. and attributed them to the 
torrents of the mountains of the north-eaft, in which precipices are frequent; whereas 
in thofe of the norh-eaft there are none to be feen; thus affording a conclufive proof 
that the heavieft rains throughout the gorge are brought by winds from the weft. : 

By then I reached San Antonio, it was fix in the morning. This is a valt pueblo of 
Indiahs, extending from one fide of the river, the {pace of a league, to the fir rife of 
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hills which precede the mountains ; there is but little land in culture; the objects at 
ended to are pimento, French beans, &c. The ftreets are large, and covered with a 
mimofa, exceedingly gummy, and of which the bark, of whatever age the tree, is cons 

~ ftantly ofa bright green. I forwarded fome feeds of it to the King’s garden. I took 
‘my dinner at the houfe of the Spaniard who keeps the thop (at the fame time the inn) 
of the hamlet: he was a good kind of man; he fent for topiths for me for horfes: 
there was but one mule to be had, and while it was got ready, I vifited,the church in 
the neighbourhood. It was adorned as much as poffible after the Spanith manner ; 
but before all the faints I noticed bouques, formed of liliacrous flowers, white and f{car- 
let, in very pleafing clufters. I requefted the veftry-keeper in vain to furnith me with 
fome of its bulbs ; he could not comprehend what I afked of him ; and I had no leifure 
to extend my refearches the length of feeking for the roots of them. What, however, 
afforded me the moft delight, becaufe it depifted naturally the fimple manners of the 
inhabitants, was the fight of two candelabras of a fingular defcription, one on each fide 
of the chief altar: thefe were fo many plantain-trees, which in the thade of the church 
had rifen to the height of thirty feet, and nearly touched the roof: and why, thought 
I, fhould thefe fimple, thefe natural gifts of heaven, feem a lefs fuitable decoration to 
the temples of the Eternal, than thofe vafes of gold and filver, difplayed with fuch 
oftentation on his altars? Muft not the fight of thefe plantains, fo valuable in their 
productions to man, imprefs more feelingly than thofe rich metals ‘the benevolence. 
and power of the Creator of all? : 

On leaving the church I beftrode my mule, which was an excellent one ; and five 
hours brought me to San Sebaftiano, feven leagues from Sant Antonio: the hire was 
feven reals for the mafter, and two for the topith, or guide, who ran before me. ; 

However great the heat, I yet could not refrain from alighting three or four times, 
to colleét fome pieces of a talc, fo beautiful, and fo brilliant, as at firft to be miftaken 
for native filver, or at leaft the moft fplendid mother of pearl. 

The whole country was richly cultivated in corn; the plants I fgw, as throughout 
the whole of the plain, are very various ; the borders of ftreams yield a fpecies of big- 
nonia*, with yellow flowers, and leaves refembling thofe of the ath, bearing a fimilitude 
to the bignonia ftans, except in being merely a fhrub, whereas the other is a tree which 
rifes to the height of from fixty to one hundred feet. ‘The hedges are covered with 
the pafli-flora foetida ¢ (paflion flower), the fruit of which, fmall as cherries, are of the 
fame colour ; finally, in thefe trees, which bearing plums of a yellow colour, and 
tolerably pleafant, mimic in appearance fo well the pear-tree, that one might with eafe 
be deceived ; but above all are remarkable the ereét caéti, every where feen half 
up the hill, of prodigious fize, and a great ornament to the landfeape;_cerei f, 
or ten diffexent fpecies, their common height from thirty to forty feet on a trunk or 
ftem rifing from fifteen {to fixteen feet, and five or fix in circumference, From this 
trunk iflue vertical branches, which give origin to other fimilar, the one fupporting the 
other, and dividing like the branches of a chandelier, in fuch manuer that the collective 
ftock fometimes occupies a circular {pace in the air of from forty to fifty feet in dia- 
meter, and reprefents @ kind of chandelier of a fea-green colour, and of fingular 
beauty : all the branches, as well as the main ftem, are furnifhed, at about ten or 
fifteen thumbs breadth apart, with a fafcicule, covering the {pace of an inch, and com. 
prifing about eight or ten thorns, ftronger and thicker than the Isrgeft needles; the 
aruit, fimilar to that of the opuntia, or prickly pear, is like that defended externally 
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with thorns; in order to eat of it (for its tafte is pleafant) it is neceflary to wait. till it 
opens, and the pulp, of a crimfon colour, falls; the Indians then extra&t the pulp with: 
a fpoon fattened toa long pole, if the birds fhould not be beforehand with them, A vaft 
number of birds build their nefts among the Branches, after the manner of our mag. - 
pies. Nothing is more dangerous than the fall of the leaves of thefe trees: thefe 
leaves are beains’twenty feet long by one broad, covered with thorns, and would in- 
fallibly kill the unfortunate traveller who fhould happen to be beneath them : but ‘as 
they never fall, except on occafion of violent ftorms, or when rotten, it is eafy to be 
prepared. This fingular tree is more common than amy other in this gorge, through- 
out a {pace of thirty leagues. . 

The pitahiaha, one of the fpecies of cerei, is commonly of minor fize; its fruit is 
not covered with thorns, but fcales, which are the leaves of the cup of the flower ; it is 
truly a delicious fruit, and of vaft variety of flavour : it is acidulous, and has a fragrant 
tafte like rafpbernes, which gives it a great fuperiority over the other {pecies that have 
no poignancy ; within it is of a purple colour, without brown, and its fize is that of a 
fmall hen’s egg. In order to gather it, the,.Indians make ufe of along perch, to the end 
of which is faftened a bafket of twifted branches, of an oval fhape, open at the fides, clofed 
only at the bottom, and the top covered with two crofs-bars; they elevate the perch, 
and entangle the fruit in the bars, when the flighteft motion difengages it from the tree, 
it falls into the bafket, and is emptied into another; this, indeed, is the only method 
that can be adopted to obtain the fruit, for neither man nor beaft can climb the 
tree. . 

Throughout the whole country the Indian lives on the fruit of this tree; even the 
young branches, when yet but half a foot long, and while the thorns are yet foft, are 
cooked. He makes ragouts of the buds and of the flowers before they are open ; for the 
feeds, which are black, and covered with a hard fkin, he dries them, lays them in ftore, 
and pounds them to make him bread. At Guaxaca, I faw in the market leaves of a 
kind of opuntia, which, long, narrow, and flender, are boiled and eaten like afparagus, _ 
with butter, oil, of lard. ‘Thus the prudent and frugal inhabitant of thefe parts com. 
plying, without murmur or difficulty, with the laws of nature, draws from the native 
productions his means of fubfiftence ; while the capricious European, not fatisfied with 
the precious boons of Ceres and Pomona, or the animals which he has fucceeded in 
naturalizing in the country, is yet anxious, at an enormous expence, for thofe fruits 
and viands with which nature here refufes to pamper his infatiable and gluttonous 

etite, - : 
Pith pueblo of San Sebaftiano is pleafantly fituate ; it is in particular thickly planted 
with trees, and in the midft is a public fquare, and a cafa reale. For the rit time I 
ventured to alight at this formidable hotel, which had been reprefented to me in fuch 
an unfavourable light. I called immediately for horfes. The alcalde, who was an 
Indian, happened to be intoxicated ; the cafero, more fober, fhewed me a {chedule in 
the houfe, on which the charge of travelling on every road was noted as eftablified by 
royal authority ; it is commonly a {killing (un efcalin) a league for each beaft of bur- 
then ; to the topith one, two, and fometimes three fkillings aregiven, ‘The roads here 
are excellent, and conneét the neighbouring cities and hamlets. 

I met here neither with wine nor bread’; fortunately 1 had brought fome bread 
with me from Sant Antgnio, which I ate with fome eggs, but for drink I wac fain to 
content myfeif with water. In getting fupplied with horfes I had no fuch difficulty, 
for the providers of them went to loggerheads for who,fhould furnith me. 
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I new fet. out, mounted on a moft excellent horfe.-@in leaving this place, the beau- 
‘iful valley of Tecuacan begins to become narrow, and_is no more than-a league broad ; 
cultivation is alfo more frare, the track of fertile land being of lefs extent; little is 

~feen but fmdil hills of talky foil huddled together, clogging the gorge, through which 
ftill runs the river of Tecuacan, receiving another ftream about a league beyond : ite 
banks are moftly fowed with corn or maize as far as Los Cues, after’ which its banks - 
are barren declivities: however, before I reached this village, I faw a fugar plantation, 
the fecond only I had feen in culture in all my journey. 

Here I diftinguifhed canes of monftrous fize and height, a mill of wretched ftruéture, 
moulds a foot in height, and loaves of coarfe fugar, juft taken from the pans; in fine, 
a few negroes, who appeared to work very leifurely. Sugar-works muft neceffarily 
be very expenfive in this country ; as for hard and laborious works, negroes are indif- 
penfible, and as the price of a negro here is from five to fix hundred piafters. Indians 
who can be hired only for a month or forty days, fufficient time for other objets of 
culture, would not be adaptable to this, as owing to’ the continual change, they would 
not have time to learn their bufinefs; and as, moreover, they could not very often be 
obtained at thofe moments when the fugar-works moft urgently require their affift. 
ance. 

J arrived at Los Cues about feven in the evening: the neceffity I was under of 
perpetually afcending and defcending the hills I have mentioned, rendered the way 
tedious, and made reft defirable. . 

The village of Los Cues, feated on a fteep rock, and covered with a mount, which 
was reprefented to me to have been at fome period a fortrefs belonging to the Indians, 
feemed a pafs which might with eafe be fortified. All that would be requifite for this 
purpofe would be to place a battery on the mount, to command the river and road. 
Lafcended this mount to fee if ¥ could trace any veltige of a wall, but the only thing 
1 noticgd was the remains of an Indian dwelling. : 

On going to the cafa reale, I overtook a Spaniard of good appearance, who was 
travelling with two horfes : after exchange of falutation, he offered me fome pitahiahas, 
which I ate with much gratification. We converfed together for fome time; he in- 
formed me there were robbers towards Atletta, whither | was going, but that fome‘ef 
them had been taken. I learnt from him alfo, that the topiths were by birth the al. 
guazils of the villages, and authorized to arreft all thieves ; that this, however, they 
rarely effected, being great cowards, except when backed by Spaniards. : 
~ At Los Cues again I was obliged to have recourfe to my ftock of bread, and to be 
fatisfied with: water. There is not in the village a fingle inn, or rather, it contains 
nothing to ke had, except the fruit of certain trees with which it is thaded. This 
fhade, combined with the cool of a rivulet, which trickles through the town, gives 
it a pleafing appearance, that, without thefe recommendations, it would fait to poffels. 

Here alfo I was obliged to pafs the night, on a fofa of bamboos ; but notwithftanding 
the hartinefs of my pallet, my flumber was found. : 

At‘ three in the morning T awakened my topith, and fet off for Aquiotepec, after 
giving my horfe a bundleof facates. This caution often feemed to me neceflary, either 
on account of the avarice of the owners, or the knavery of their fervants. . 

On the road, at the creft of a hill which commanded the highway we travelled, I 
perceived fome men, who feemed as if concealing themfelves behind bufhes. The 
telation I had of the exiftence of robbers in this part now occurred to me, and I made 
preparation to defend myfelf with my knife, the only weapon I had ; but on nearing the 
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fpot, we faw the. fuppofed thieves were only a poor Indian and his fon, with poles and 
batkets, gathering: pitahiahas. a 

As we fet off early we reached Aquiotepet by ten o’clock. At three leagues on this 
fide of it, the gorge of Tecuacan is but a hundred toifes broad ; at the village itfelf it. 
diminifhes to the breadth of the Rio Grande, the name of the river of Tecuacan, which 
previoufly has-reteived the contribution of another; at this place it has a rapid courfe 
over very bulky round pebbles, which render it highly difficult for a horfe to pafs when 
there is any water in the river, as the horfe, unable to fix his feet wich any fecurity, 
rifks being carried away with the current : we were to the girths in water, but arrived 
at the oppofite bank without any accident. 

Aquiotepec, built on the back of the north-eaftern mountain, is a pretty confiderable 
hamlet, furrounded by a number of cocoa-trees, fironelliers, zapotes, &c. A copious 
rivulet wathes all its ftreets, and diffufes a delightful cool to the mild and tranquil inha- 
bitants ; for here, as in every other part on my journey, mildnefs and tranquillity are the 
characteriftics of the Indians. 

Generally they are ftout and well made ; the women are tolerably fair, and have plea- 
fing, nay moftly handfome features. I did not fee a fingle individual either diftorted in 
perfon, or marked with the fmall pox. They do not feem deftitute of induftry, but the 
neither poffefs the liberty nor means of putting their talents to ufe < ftill the Spanifh mals 
(for perfons of any knowledge are far pone entertaining fueh an opinion) imagine they 

“poffefs wealth, and conceal their treafures, and in confequence of this rooted and popu- 

r belief, they are fubjeét to continual vexations, notwithftanding the pofitive ediéts in 
their favour iffsed by the Sovereign ; but again, hew fillily ftupid is the obftinate per- 
fiftance of the people, in maintaining fo wild a fancy! When a perfon has gold, will he: 
not purchafe with it the firft objects of neceffity? will he not feek for more to mulciply 

‘his means of enjoyment, and to poffefs fome property which he may tranfmit to his 
children ? Such is the conftant bias of the human mind : cupidity indeed may induce’a 
mifer, who prefers to the pleafure of enjoying and diffufing the means of happfhefs the 
bafe and difgraceful employ of hoarding ; cupidity, I fay, may induce fuch a being tc 
hide his wealth, and he may fucceed in concealing it from every eye; but to fuppofe a 
whole people would fubjeét themfelves to a thoufand privations while in poffeffion of 
treafures which would afford them every enjoyment ; that they fhould yet roll in wealth 
where not the flighteft trace of it is vifible, and where fo many watchful eyes interefted 
in detecting fuch a fact have never been fuccefsful, however well they might be dif- ~ 
pofed fo deceive their crucl oppreflors, this is a charge again{ft them whieh never can: - 
be admitted. : . 
. By what happened to me at Aquiotepec, a judgment may be formed ofthe extreme 

overty of the inhabitants of that pueblo : on my arrival I afked for horfes, which were 
immediately brought ; but when. about to pay in advance, as is ufual, I found I had:no 
filver: upon this. I prefented a medio d’oro, but neither the matter of the horfes, nor 
any one in the village, could give me change for it. Mucly embarraffed, I repaired to 
the alcalde (a very civil Indian, as all are to whom the Spaniards entrult this charge), 
and entreated him to give me fmall coin for my gold, which I fhewed him; but he 

_protefted por dios, par la madre de Dios, por todos. los Santos, that he could not, he even 
proftrated himfelf at my feet, and implored me to believ@ him; his aftonifhment, and: 
that exhibited by his whole family, at the fight of the medio d’oro, convinced me {till 
more than his wotds. Will Spaniards prefume to fay all this was a farce? For my 
part I cannot think fo, and I teftified my opinion by raifing the good Indian from the 
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wife for want of money, to order the topith to condua me to Quicattan, where undoubt. 
edly F thou'd obtain change, and would pay him. ° He agreed in the reafonablenefs of 
ny requeft ; and asthe fundamental laws of the country exprefsly enjoin him to give all 
aid and »roteGtion to travellers, he accompanied me to the cafa reale, and in a dignified 
“tone, of which I did not imagine him capable, ordered the topith to proceed with me to 
Quicattan. - ee a 

I departed therefore at eleven in the morning, after taking fome refref\ments : it was 
neceflary in order to pafs the mountain, at the foot of which Aquiotepéc is fituate, to 
afcend by a path only two feet broad, cut in the fide of the rock. Let the reader figure 
to himfelf two hundred fteps of this tremendous ftaircafe, from each of which a precis 
pice was vifible below, fix hundred yards deep, in which with horrid crath Rio Grande 
forced its way, and then conceive the dread which froze my faculties; I trembled in 
every limb, my head turned dizzy, and I was obliged to alight, and lead my horfe behind 
me ; I held him by the bridle, but without looking back, and conftantly ready, in cafe of 
the leaft falfe ftep, to leave my hold, and let him drink alone of the water of that ft¥eam, 
which would for him have been the river of oblivion. Oftentimes ata flippery fpot, there 
was merely the branch of a tree, laid on infecure ftones, to hinder the paflenger from 
rolling into this frightful abyfs ; beyond, it was requifite to make a turnin a very narrow 
paflage, where the body of a horfe could only pafs by twifting ; I know not how the poor 
animal contrived, though one might freely venture a wager he had done fo a hundred __ 
times, : 

By three o’clock I found myfelf on the creft of this mountain ; {pite of its elevation, 
as nothing is great but by comparifon, it feemed but a hillock by fide of thofe mountains 
I faw on my left: we travelled on this creft the fpace of three hours, 1 found here 
fome new fpecies of cactus with flat and rampant leaves, and an aloe with crenelled 
leaves, dentated at the edges with thorns. 

- The neighbouring mountains, however lofty, prefented to our obfervation feveral 
villagegg one of them termed San Juan del R€; but which was not the village of that 
name we fought. ; 

I was now enabled to enjoy at leifure one of the moft beautiful profpedts in nature; 
behind me, ftill were diftin@lly vifible the environsof Tecuacan ; in front the two pro: 
minences of La_Corta, a mountain fix leagues from Guaxaca; Rio Grande ran on m 
yight between frightful fteeps; finally, on the left, an immenfe country confifting of 

~ hills and gorges covered with wood, extended between me and the mountains on 
which San Joan del Ré was fituate, and terminated with an infenfible flope towards 
Tecuacan, ~ a 

T began to be fatigued and weary of fo long a route, when an opening fhewed me 
the end of my toils, at leaft for this day. This was Quicattan, which we difcovered two 
leagues before us, in a tolerably handfome gorge; we defcended into it by a road fome- 
what lefs bad than that of the afcent; but the afpett it prefented was not lefs horrible : it 
was a perpéndicular chafm of eight hundred yards, by a breadth of thrice that number, 
feemingly occafioned by a mountain which had been fwallowed up in this fpot, and the 
fragments and ruins of which ftrewed around Quicattan formed fo many eminences, - 

Combined with this fcene of horror was yet fomewhat pleafing ; on the falient - 
ftones of the fciffure of the mountain, up rofe the cereus Peruvianus, which formed a 
very gcateful decoration. é i 

_ But how much was the pleafure of beholding Quicattan interrupted by the appearance. 
ot a garita, which feemed to forbid my entrance! How to pafs without being {topt, in. 
terrogated, and delayed by thefe wretched guards! biog were the continually veainene 
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‘fubject of my fears} to fleep on my horfe, to counterfeit ficknefs, thefe were flender {trae 
tagems now worn thread bare, and whith J felt no inclination to repeat: I chofe a plar- 
more fimple, founded on the little confideration thefe kind of people had infpired me with, 
as defpicable herg as elfewhere. On getting near them, I defcended my horfe in a bold 
and determined. manner, and mty gold cane hanging at my button hole, and my diamond 
ring on my finger, entered the garita without ceremony, and pulling out fome gold 
before the tobavco guards, related to them the embarraflment | was under for want of 
change. I mingled the ftatement with a thoufand incidents relating to my dread of 
thieves, and the unevennefs of the road ; finifhing with begging change for fome medio 
@oros, or doublons. Such prattle no doubt made them fo filent; they never puta fingle . 
queftion to me: on the contrary I met with civility from them, approaching even to 
meannefs, and they gave me change for as much as I wanted. I then thanked and 
left them, inviting the chief of the guard, ina manner a fuperior accofts one beneath him, 
to pay me a vilit at the cafa reale. : 

Quicattan, the capital of an ancient kingdom, is ftill a pretty large town, containing 
about two hundred families. It is planted with trees of every kind, beneath which many 
fountains of freth water, {pread health and coolnefs. I made the tour of the town: its 
population appeared to me confiderable, for every where I faw men walking about, and 
women, feated in the current of the rills which flowed from the fountains, combing, 
avafhing, and foaping themfelves, for bathing is very ufual with the Spanifh women here, 
efpecially the head 5 after well wafhing the head, it is foaped with the powdered root of 
a polyanthus, which I brought back with me, and which is fold in the country by the 
pint ; with this fubftitute for foap, the fhoulders and bofom are likewife wathed. The 
fight of the beautiful black hair of thefe women, hanging down the neck and fhoulders, 
extremely fair, was highly interefting. nor did their fimple drefs delight me lefs ; their 
long hair, divided into two trefles, and interwove with a rofe coloured ribbon, falls down 
to the ground; a very white fhift, a furbelowed muflin petticoat, a fcarf of gayze, or 
Alengon lace, fometimes bordered with-a fringe of gold or filver; this, with a little 
bouquet on the fide of the head, compleats their neat coftume, a coftume, if feen, which 
would not be defpifed even by our niceft coquettes. 

In this part I remarked a degree of emulation in culture, which I noticed no where 
elfe : corn is fown, and the trees are lopped and grafted. I remarked, in the hedge 
which furrounded a very pretty garden, a fpecies of crefcentia didynum angiofperm, 
which would have delighted Linné, feeing he enquires if any new fpecies exift; the 
leaves of this fpecies are in bundles, of the fame form and colour, though 4maller than 
in the one noticed by the father of botany; but the fruit, which is but two inches in 
diameter, is ten inches long, angular and tuberculous like the cacao; thesfeeds of the 
fhape of a heart, fmothered in the pulp, are not larger than thofe of the capficum. 
The fruit is ufed in kitchens as a pot-herb, or in ragouts: I met with the fame again in 
the markets at Campeechy. 

I was folicitous of feeing the parfonage houfe and the church: the firft was very 
commodious ; its owner, the reétor, received me at firft with coolnefs, but on learning I 
was a botanift, he made amends by a profufion of civilities, aid confulted me on fome 
complaints under which he laboured. This clerical gentleman was of good appearance, © 
with ruby countenance, which befpoke good living. - 

The parifh churth isarge, well lighted, and kept remarkably clean; it i true, on 
this occafion it was put in order, as the feaft of Pentecoft was to be celebrated the neat 
day. A matter that furprifed me, was to fee a {chool-mafter there practifing motets for 
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the following day, and fix chorifters repeating the nuafick in very gcod time. To me 
he air was pleafing, and not without tafte. a . 
The belfry isnot more fingular ; it is raifed on a natural mound of earth, and confifts 
~ of four pilés, eighteen feet high, faftened and croffed at top : from: the crofs bars the 
bell is fulpended, weighing not lefs than ten thoufand weight. The,foof of the belfry 
is of {traw thatch, like the roofs of our ice-houfes. oe : 

I returned to fupper ; and in the interval arrived the officer. of the pobacco guard, 
from whom I learnt whatever I would by means of a few glaffes of brandy. The rogue 
was’ perfectly well acquainted with the whole country from Panama tc Acapulco, and 
from Carthagena to Vera Cruz: he talked fuently on politics, declaimed againft the 
government ; and in cafe of need, affuredly was open to feduétion. 

The cafero introduced to me likewife another traveller, in an honeft Francifcan friar, 
about to preach at Guatimala. 1 enquired if he’ was inclined to accompany me in the 
morning ; and he confented, provided I would wait until he had celebrated mafs: this 
being agreed upon, I retired to reft, and he to fupper. 

The next day we fet off at five in the morning, and arrived, after a {mart ride of a 
league and a half, at the paflage of Rio Grande. Rain had fallen in the mountains; 
another day’s rain would have rendered the river impracticable. Here it is much wider 
than at Aquiotepec, its breadth not being lefs than four hundred yards, and the fides 
confequently much lefs precipitous. An Indian, beckoned to from the oppofite fide,. 
came, and took the leading horfes by the bridle, and, perfectly naked, conduéted us 
over the river ; for our part, we were in the water up to the faddle bow, and he to the 
breaft ; and this took place fo leifurely that I had full opportunity of noticing all the 
danger, ‘The current was fo rapid, that it confounded me. I was obliged to fteady 
mylfelf by the pummel, a legs on the horfes rump, and my breaft on its neck. The 
animal itfelf trembled, and advanced nota ftep without firft feeling his way, on account 
of the enormous rounded ftones at the bottom. At length we got through, and my 
fellow traveller, breathlefs with fear, and not lefs pale than myfelf, remarked in good 
French, that if we had been drowned without having firft gone to mafs, the people 
would not have failed.to afcribe our death to a failure of devotion. I laughed heartily 
at the fancy, and feeing whom I had to deal with by this fally, I was no longer under 
any conftraint with him: he was indeed one of the pleafanteft fellows, fora monk, 
Tever met with ; and with this a man of fenfe, one who had feen the world, lively, 
and inquifitive as much as becomes a maa ; finally, he was highly engaging, obliging, 
and uncererr onious. 

We continually“kept along the banks of the river till dinner time: it was covered 
with twenty fpecies of water-fowl, both large and fmall, efpecially the crow, or goofe, 
corvus aquaticus minor, Linn., which I much regretted not having time to examine. 

. We arrived at an early hour at Don Dominquillo, where, thanks to the good father, 
who took with him a well fupplied larder, we made an excellent dinner. 

Don Dominquillo is fituate at the confluence of the Rio Grande, and the Rio de las 
Vueltcs, or the Turns, fo denominated from its frequent windings: it abounds in fruit 
treec, and is plentifully watered. 

As we were faddling our.horfes in order to depart, we heard a horn, and imme- . 
diately after faw a Spaniard, dreffed in blue turned up with red, with a large filver 
plate, in form ofa fhield, on his fide, and a {mall horn of the fame metal depending 
fiom a cord which paffed over the fhoulder ; he was a courier. Asa fpecimen of his 
diligence, he left Tecuacan the day before, and reckoned on reaching Guaxaca on the 
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morrow by fixcin the morning. -I held difcourfe with bint-for 4 few minntes: “he 
feemed inquifitive, but I readily concealed from him my defigns : He took a différcnt 
foad to. ours, over the mountains, in order to avoid croffing the rivers, no doubt from 
apprehenfion of being ftopt by their courfe. ee : 

- As for us, wé_paffed throrgh the gorge in which flows the river de Ias Vueltas: this 
gorge is in places a hundred paces broad, at others fcarcely a dozém yards : inorder to 
goin a dire@ine through the windings of this gorge, it is neceflary +0 crofs the river 
feventy times: my fellow travellers reckoned the number ; the muleteer by means of 
fmall pebbles, “and the monk by the beads of his rofary, and their accounts tallied; 
for my -part, after the twentieth time 1 was tired of counting, and was fo much fatigued 
that I could willingly have halted midway m order to take a nap. 

I found on the banks of the river a plant much refembling cockle *, a tree covered 
with Howers, which-} recognized immediately for the cuftard-apple, or annona, ‘but 
which in the country. is commonly called the chirimoia, which makes it almoft certain 
that the famous chirimoia of Mexico, fo much extolled, is reatly nothing eHe than a 
reticulated annona. I moreoyer found here the Mexican! folanum, arborefcent, and 
with large lanceolate leaves, which I had before noticed in the King’s garden, anda 
fpecies of fruit-bearing afelepias, with leaves like myrtle, a ftraight ftem, and yellow 
flowers of the fhape and fize of our fmall yellow jeffamine. > 

At length the gorge through which we were travelling, enlargening toa quarter of = 
league, we left the windings of the river, and arrived at Atletlauca, 2 pueblo fituate 
in the gorge, and moft defirably on account of its excellent water. On the left of the 
mountains and on a glacis, the flope of which is towards the river, ftand the church 
and the cafa reale. ; 

I felt unpleafantly from having my-feet fo frequently wetted, and- retired to reft 
without fupper, in fpite of the folicitations of‘ my fellow traveller: tormented by the 
gnats, I rofe the next morning by three, and wakened everybody : it was fo cold that 
we were obliged to make a fire: my thermometer {tood at 9” above the freezing pomt, 
(483° of Fahrenheit). We made a hearty breakfaft from the ftore of the good ther, 
and when about to faddle my horfe, } was witnefs to 2 fpeGtacle which frightened and 
furprized me exceedingly : the riding mule of the mafter of the hovfe, fattened to a 
. poft, had all night tong been fucked, fome faid ba vampire (a {pirit), but really bya 

living animal, a bat, which had bit it between the left ear and the mane, below the” 
occiput, and had drawn from it more than four quarts of blood: the whole head and”- 
neck of the mule was covered with gore, as well as the-poft, again? which it no doubt 
had rubbed, in order to difengage itfelf from this cruel harpy. I was in complete 
aftonifhment at the fight, but I learnt that fuch events are common, and that when one 
bat has fueceeded in thus opening the vein of a horfe or mule, all the reft come and - 
fatiate themfelves from this fource. 

I gueffed this place to be wretchedly poor, from the care I noticed with which fome 
women were colle&ting a few grains of maize, from a fpot where a caravan of mulés 
had been recently fed. I learnt alfo that the maize which was the moft efteemed in the’ 
country, and moft common, is Jong, flat, and quadrangular, -and the ftraw white. 

“At about four o’clock we departed, and, four leagues trom Atletlauca, after. having 
croffed the river of Tyyns feven or eight times, we diftinguifhed Galiatitlaa: charm- _ 
ing hamlet! no, never fhall I forget thee, Ino longer wonder at the anxiety I felt 
that morning to fet off, the impatience I experienced to arrive : thefe were, doubtlefs, 
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forebodings of my good fortune. Not mines nor mretatlic wealth Toft thou. enjoy, 
perhaps, but for me, nothing that is curious; but thou firft prefented me with the 
object of my prayers and refearches: yes, thou art the moft lovely of hamlets ! 

~ At Galiatitian it was that, for the firft time in my life, I faw the coghineal alive on 
the nopal by which it is nourifhed : I even trembled witlr extafy: the day before, my 
capuchin, who was very well acquainted with the country, on detailing its riches and 
cultivation, had: mentioned ta me cochineal. I merely exprefled to b’m a defire of 
having fome in my poffeffion, that I might the better be enabled to defcribe it ; but 
when he told me‘it was likewife to be found at Los Cues, which I had paffed through, 
‘I was vexed with myfelf exceedingly, at miffing the opportunity I had had of finding jr 
fooner, and at lefs expence, : 

* Sull I had nothing wherewith to reproach myfelf, for how was I to have known 
there was cochineal at Los Cues? Under apprehenfion of Silofing my fecret, I had 
impofed on myfelf a reftrition from even mentioning thé word cochineal. In this yil- 
lage I met not with a fingle Indian who underftood Spartifh ; and the only Spaniard I 
encountered, though he did indeed {peak to me of cochineal, by no means even hinted 
at its being cultivated there; I never thought, therefore, of looking for it at that place, 
and chance alone could have thrown it in my way. 

After all, Thad no caufe to repent my going fo far in fearch of it, as my extra 
journies afforded me the opportunity of feeing more of it, of {peaking of it more 
Largely, of procuring excellent vanilla, and finally, of meeting with more fafe means 

of tranfporting and preferving all my treafures. 

To return to my dear cochineal. On arriving at Galiatitlan, I fawa garden full of 

nopals, and had no doubt I fhould there find the precious infeét I was fo defirous to 
examine. I therefore leapt from my horfe, under pretence of altering my ftirrup 
leathers, entered the grounds of the Indian proprietor, began a converfation with him, 
and enquired to what ufe he put thofe plants? He anfwered, “ to cultivate Ja grana.”” 
I feemed aftonithed, and begged to fee the cochineal; but tay furprize was real when 
he brought it me, for inftead of the red infeét I expected, there appeared one covered 
with a white powder. I was tormented with the doubts I entertained, and to refolve 
them bethought me of crufhing’one on white paper ; and what was the refult? It yielded 
the truly royal purple hue. Intoxiéhted with joy and admiration, I haftily left my 
“Indian, throwing him two reals for his pains, and galloped at full fpeed after my com. 
‘panion, who was waiting for me at a wretched fugar-work, the canes about which, 
horever, were fuperb. At laft, faid I to myfelf, Thave feen this infeét, have held it 
inmy hands, I thall undoubtedly meet with it again, as I am now in the country where 
it is cultivated: the Indians affuredly will fell it me; and I thus fhall be able to bear off 
my prize, the“obje& and end of all my ardent withes ! ; 

Still certain refleétions mixed gall with my delight: I could not hide from myfelf 
the difficylty I fhould have to bring to a fafe haven an animal fo light, fo pliable, fo 
eqfy to crufh; an animal which, once feparated from the plant, could never fettle on 
it again : the thocks of the horfe, a journey of a hundred leagues by land, could I hope 
with thefe to preferve it? and the-enormous plants on which I faw the inleét, was it 

. poflible far me-to tranfport them? how was I to hide them? and what a cafe mutt it 
hot require.to contain a tree eight feet high, by a diameter of five or fix. 

Thefe mournful ideas occafioned. me a deep revery, which not alfthe gaiety of the 
capuchin could difperfe. I excufed myfelf, by pretending fatigue, and the vexation I 
endured from my horfe, the worit, in real truth, I had hitherto crofled, P 
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To San Juan &el Ré the diltarite was fix leagues, with but one iftervening mcuntain, 
called La Cofta., It is nearly a feagute perpendicular in height, and the road over it is 
almoft as difficult as that of Aquiotepec ; while to complete our trouble in ‘pafling it, 
we were beleaguered by two caravans of loaded mules: the road was fo narrow, that’ 
we were obliged-to alight fromm our horfes, and climb upon rocks; in order to leave 
room for them to pafs, and made way for five hundred animals foltowitig each 
other one by Gye: the found of thebells, and the whiftling and fmack*ng of whips of 
thirty muleteers, echoed by the furrounding mountains, occafioned a ftrange confufion, 
a noife with which we were almoft ftupified. ‘ 

However, after attaining a certain height, the road becomes wider and of more 
gentle afcent. ‘The foil confifts of vegetable earth, yielding in‘ abundance excellent 
herbage, on which, at their halting, the mules are wont to pafture. This mountain, 
conftantly enveloped in fog, is remarkable for its perpetual cool, and the deep hades ; 
its pines, its oaks, and large timber of various kind, occafion regret, that to remove 
them to the plains, fhould be a work fo difficult and expénfive. ; 

. The profpe& from the creft of the mountain is wonderful : behind is feen Quicattan, 
and that mountain of Tecuacan, from which we had diftinguifhed the one on which: 
we were, in part exterided the magnificent plain of Guaxaca, and the valley, between 
two chains of mountains, which reaches to Guatimala, three hundred leagues diftant. 

On the right and left, the eye embraces diftinglly a fcope of forty leagues of beautiful 
country ; but in front it was that a real paradife was difplayed. The views of Guaxaca 
in the diftance, and of fifty villages or hamlets on this fide of it, vying with each other 
in beauty and pleafantnefs of fite. The fplendor of the ftone with which they are built, 
their roofs of curved tiles as in Lorrain, the gardens and charming trees with which 
they are encompaffed, had certainly a ravifhing effect. : 

The road prefented us with objeéts no lefs curious: I might have ‘colleé&ted more 
than twenty herbaceous plants and fhrubs of a curious and novel kind, but all my 
attention was attracted by.a flower of a fplendid blood-red colour: it was a lily of 
St. Jago, amaryllis formofiflima* ; the whole neighbourhood was covered with it. 
Trecolle&ted having feen.it in flower in the royal apartments at Verfailles; and I pro- 
mifed myfelf to pluck fome bulbs of it on my return, for my friend Mr. Thovin, the 
head gardener of His Majefty ; he had made me ‘a prefent of two, for the purpofe of) 
naturalizing them at Santo Domingo, but having left that ifland fo foon after reachin; it, 
I had entrufted them with an inhabitant of the colony, by whofe negligence they 
perifhed : and here I cannot refrain from remarking how little curicfity, invention, ‘or’ 
induftry, except indeed in what regards the peculiar objects of culture, fach as coffee, ' 
fugar, or indigo, is difplayed by the inhabitants of Santo Domingo. His immediate 
culture alone engroffes all his faculties; what is merely commodious or ornamental : 
never enters his fancy : from fuch a charatter is not to be expected any care for the 
naturalization of different fruits and flowers, or a folicitude of perfeéting fuck as have 
been tranfplanted there : why fhould 1? he queltions; am I not fufficiently occupied 
in making my fortune? I look, as the end of my labours,~or enjoyment of life; and 
-next year I fhall fet off, Eyen ten yearsafter, the coloniftjs ftill found on the ifland ‘ 
and finally there he terminates his days. : - : 

We arrived at Gant Juan del Ré at noon. The lands fown with corn throagh which 
we travelled, reminded me of Europe. The firft thing that ftruck me on entering the 
pueblo, was a plantation of nopals in moft excellent order. I was dying with impa- 

* Hexandria monogynia. Be < 
5M 2 tience | 
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tience te enter it, but was obliged to accompany my party to the cata reale: while, 
however, fapper was being prepared, I flipt away. ‘Thinking it the houfe of the reGtor 
of the village to whom the plantation of nopal was ftated to belong, I entered that of 
wtall and ftout negro, who was the alcalde of the place. After fig compliments, I 
fixed my attention on a pewter bafon on the table, in which I fawis- qrantity of dry 
cochineal, mixed with dirt; refpeGting it, I put a thoufand queftions to him, and 
tated how much I fhould be gratified in feeing his plantation of nopak my reque 
deemed to pleafe him as much as my condefcenfion]; for this defcription, of people is in 
general treated by European Spaniards with the moft profound contempt. He Jed me 
with readinefs to his garden, at the gate of whicl'l faw a fingular afixtures it was a 
deaf of the nopal nailed to the, threthold, on which, faftened by as many pins, were 


ftuck a number of caterpillars, and two or three {pecies of coccinelfi, one of which’ 


was the goccinella caéti coacinelli fert, coleoptris atris duobus punttis luteis, Lin. This, at 
firft, 1 regarded as fome amulet or charm, and of bad augury with refpe& to the 
religion of my African; but the lady of the alcalde, though as black as her hufband, 
undecetved me in the moft datisfa&ory manner, by informing me that there were /os 
enemigos de la grana, the enemies of the cochineal, which were thus immolated at every 


harvelt, and which were placed there in order that they might be univerfally knowa 
and devoted to general perfecution. 


The plantation of nopals might have an extent equal to.an acre and a half; it was 


neat, kept in good order, and the trees loaded with the laft crop, which appeared to 
me a very abundant one. ‘The nopals, all of them of the fame age, were about four feet 
high, by as many broad; the order in which they were planted like as at‘Gatiatitlan, was 
from-eaft to weft. I fancied that I difcovered the male infeét ina fpecies of coccinellus, 


of a very lively red colour, but 1 have fince been fatisfied by experience, that I 


‘was in error. The proprietor informed me, that he colleéted from four to eight 
arobas of cochineal annually, and-that its price.on the fpot was from eighteen to twenty- 
feur reals the pound. * 

While in converlation with the alcalde, my travelling companion became impatient 
for his dinner, and fent out in fearch of me. J ate witha good appetite, imagining we 
fhould make ancther ftage after dinner, and reach Guaxaca that day, from which we 
were yet aight leagues diftant; but the monk, who loved his eafe, fignified that he did 
“aot mean to proceed farther. 

for my part, I refolved on fetting of immediately after dinner; and returning thanks 
to iny, monk as welkas his major-domo, to whom I made a {mall prefent, I jumped on 
my Forte, and already anticipated the found of the clack of the whip in the faux- 

‘bourgs of Guaxaca: how wide in my reckoning was I! The rafcally topith had 
furnifhed me with a mare in foal, which could not be made to exceed a walk. I was 
perfe@ly in a rage, but foon became.calm from the refleCtions to which the incident 

gave rife.- I{aw confirmed the old obfervation, that the depravity af man isdn pro- 
portion -to the extent of faciety; in fa&t all the Indiansd had feen‘ia my way as far as 
Sant Juan dél Re, were cenerally fpeaking fimple, mild, and inj enuous, becaufe at 
diftance from,great towns; but from this place to Guaxaca, they are fly, fubtle, and 
even kpavith and idle: it may truly be faid, that the neighbourhood of European 
Spaniards kas been a peft, a plague equally unfortunate and prompt of diffufion. 

How different the conduct of the topiths who had beea my conduttors before this 
one! J had had tolerable good horfes, or at leaf had not been led into error, .but this 
Acoundrel had had the impudence to. extol the excellence of the mare I rode, though 
a truly good-for-nothing beaft ; but this was not.all, tired at length with the obftinacy 
: a2 
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of the wretched-Gnimal, I enquired if there was no place where I might re%? the 

copith anfwered no, I-had hearg.of the band of thieves of Attetla, and now hed 

firevg fufpicions, not only that my condudtor was a rogue, but alfo that he-might be. 
one of the batid, , , 

Night was -draiylag on, I°fcarcely knew what plan te adopt, when fortunately { 

diftinguifhed a préteffion, which fatisfied me we were at but a fhort diftance from 
Atrerla, 1 mf¥e all diligence to reach the reftory, alighted from my borfe, kiffed ‘the 
fleeve of the rer’ furplice, according to the cater of the place, and enquired for the 
cafa realet wé entered by the lower part.of the hamlet, he pointed out the cafa in 
the upper.part, about a quarter of Waeag fe diftant, whither I repaired: ir is fituate 
in an immenfe explanade, and forms part of a Jarge pile of building, which feemed to 
me a farm-houfg, in front there is a large gallery paved, on the Jeft a prifon, on the 
right a tienda,or thop,kept by the lieutenart of the alcalde;-on the north-eaft the explanade 
is terminated by an.immenfe building, which feemed a magnificent caftle. I had the 
curiofity to vifit it, and found it tobe a convent of Dominicans which had formerly 
belonged to the Jefuits, but which their fucceffors had fuffered to fall to decay. The 
architegture of it, half Roman, half Arabefk, notwithftanding the excellence of the 
aafonry, ‘was, in my eyes, poor: I entered the hall in which the courts are held, the 
ornaments of which announced that the diftriat of this alcadia is large. 
* ‘While waiting the return of the ‘lieutenant of the alcalde, in order to procure fupper, 
ten or twelve-men incloaks paffed in fucceffion before me, making low bows, and as 
af defirous of accofting me. Theirlittle promifing phyfiognomy wasa fufficient induce- 
ment-with me to fend them about their bufinefs ; and ¢ afterwards learnt that they were 
idle fcoundrels, who lived (in the engage of our excellent La Fontaine) merely by 
franches-lippeés, or {punging: men fit for thofe employments only which exaé neither 
dJabour nor fidelity. I concluded, as muft every ane, that fuch fellows are of no value, 
and that the fooner the country fhauld be quit of them the better. ; 

In the mean time the lieutenant of the alcalde returned : I paid hima vifit, and found 
thim feated at-his counter in the middle of the fhop< he received me with the gravity 
of a monarch giving audience to ambaffadors, and fcarcely vouchfafed a look ; but 
{had for my part too contemptible an opinion of the wretch to take ary offence at my 
reception. All I wanted of him was fomewhat far fupper ; he furnithed me with bread, 
four eggs, and a gallon of wine; but fhortly after I had accafion for bim, for per-~ 
ceiving that my knave of. tapith gave my horfe nothing to eat, I requefted the inter- ~ 
ference of the liewtenant of the alcalde, who attended to my requeft, and even threat. 
ened to make him pay for its food himfel£ - 

After this laid myfelf down :to reft on fome very clean mats ‘in the auditory, and 
flept with that tranquillity.a many may do in a coprt of juftice, who have nothing to 
dread from the Jaws. ‘ : 

The next morning I departed at day-break ; the.cold very fharp: my mare; thanks 
to my pains, went fomewhat better than fhe had done the day before, bur the foon 
‘became tired, and.at two leagues from Attetla, I was fain-to fead away my tcpith, 
«not without a {trong inclination to-give him a found threfhing: fortunately for bim, 
pity interpofed and pleaded :his caufe, fo that he efcaped punifhment. : 

Tcontinued my_road-on foot. The town was no more than a league aad a half 
diftant, the country along the road delightful. I fancied myfelf tranfported into our 
plains in Europe, and proceeded to Guaxaca between hedges filled with trees and plants 
unknown to me before: among thefe were a juniperus fabina* of twelve feet in dia- 
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meter, convolvuli, palos, cordovans, &c. The fuburbs of Guaxac# were thickly fet 
with plantations of nopals, at which I glanced an eye occafionally, but without exhibit- 
ing any fymptoms of curiofity. Finally, I entered the town with the appearance of a 
perfon who had recently left it for a walk, and halted at an inn pginted out to me 
on my right, a hyndred paces diftant from Noftra Sra dé la Soledad, the term of my 
pilgrimage. 

Nothing can be conceived more magnificent than the fite of Guaxag From Sant 
Juan del Ré to this town, opens a plain two leagues in breadth, which extends the 
length of five or fix to the environs of the town. On the loweft part of the flope of a 
hill, which appends to the chain of mountains on the north-eaft, ftands Guaxaca, the 
capital of the province of the fame name, at a diftance of fomewhat more than a league 
from the mountains. It fronts the opening of three plains, that of Sant Juan del Ré, 
that which leads to Guatimala on the fouth-eaft, and another on the fouth-weft, of 
which I forget the name. This pofition has rendered it a centre at which the firft 
fale takes place, of all the annifeed, cochineal, and vanilla collected in the gorges between 
the high mountains, by which it is encompaffed at diftance of five, fix, and fevenleagues.: 
Itis amply furnithed with cereal productions, and fruit of all kinds from the plain; the’ 
foot of the flope on which it is built, is bathed by a beautiful river; and well planned 
aquedu@s fupply it with abundance of water of the utmoft excellence. The air, 
conftantly refrefhed by eaftern breezes in the morning, and at evening by others from ~ 
the weft, is pure and delightful, and of fuch moderate temperature, that at eight in the 
morning in May, my thermometer denoted 16° above the freezing point, and at noon 
22°*. From this happy circumftance, notwithftanding it is fituate about the 20° of 
latitude, it enjoys an ever-blooming ipring. Finally, magnificent and highly orna- 
mented profpeéts, excellence of foil, profufion of fruits as well European as Ame- 
rican, which fucceed each other in unremitting continuance, would make 3n aétual 
paradife of Guaxaca, were it only poffeffed by a more induftrious and ative race 
of men. 

Its numerous fteeples and elevated domes give this city, at a diftance, an air of 
grandeur ; and it may be truly affirmed, that its interior correfponds. It is fixteen 
hundred fathoms long, by about a thoufand broad, and nearly quadrangular, if the 
fuburbs be included, which are replete, as I have before remarked, with plantations of 

“nopals and gardens. Its ftreets are wide, ftraight, well-paved and level. The houfes on 
zach fide are built with ftone, two ftorieshigh. At the time I was there, a town-houfe 
wac building ona plan which evinced fome tatte, and will prove a great ornament to the 
great {quare on which it is built: the ftone is of a fea-green colour. ‘The fame fquare 
is adorned by the bifhop’s palace and the church, which form two of its fides, and 
both of which; after the manner of she Spaniards, are entirely furrounded by arcades, 
ftrongly conftruéted, and of infinite utility.in protecting paffengers from the fun ‘and 
from rain; to conclude, all the churches, which are numerous and finely built, are 
neatly whitened without, and richly ornamented within. 

The population of this city, including negroes, mulattoes, and Indians, amounts to fix 
thoufand ; it is the refidence of a bifhop and a governor of the province, and is under 
the jurifdidtion of the audencia of Guatimala, to the viceroy of which province the 
governor of Guaxaca is fubordinate, meer 

‘The inn to which I had been direGted was fo wretched and filthy that I could not 
xeft fatisfied with making it my abode. I made hatte in dreffing myfelf, depofited in. 
my room the packet of clothes wnich I had conftantly carried with me, and which I 


* 68°the morning, and 814° of Farenheit'at noon. 
5 found, 
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found, however “mall, yet cumberfome, and left the place, much embayraffed at my 
appearance, and not knowing whither to go. “Without a cloak I looked at.once-a 
foreigner ; a net for my hair, and a broad-brimmed hat fcarcely in any degree pro- 
tected me from a crowd of inquifitive eyes. To get rid ofthe curiofity of the people; 
I entered the §irit church I met with, and thus without fufpedting it, accomplithed my 
vow ; for it turned out to be that of Noftra Sra de la Soledad. After admiring its 
treafure, its gildings, the dome, in abad tafte, but built of brick varnithed seam | 
with chequer-work, anda multitude of ex votes, equally ridiculous and fanatic, I left 
the church as 4ittle forwarded as, and in no better heart than when I entered. I 
wandered about at random in the ftreets, when at laft I noticed that I was followed 
by a man in acloak, whom I had feen at the inn. He was loaded with rofaries and 
fcapularies, and at firft fight might be miftaken for a very devout zealot. When in 
the church he, kneeled as I kneeled, rofe as -I rofe, walked in my fteps, and ftopped 
when I halted. .1 was feized with fear. I imagined him to be afpy employed by the 
police, and fixed there purpofely to watch my motions, or perhaps thofe of all new 
comers, I refolved on knowing the truth, and accofted him, enquiring whether his 
vofaries were for fale ; he anfwered in the affirmative, but that he had another occupa- 
tion, which was to learn where I fhould pafs the day: where 1 pleafe, was my inftant 
anfwer, in a tone demanftrating a greater fund of affurance than what I actually 
poffeffed: -but why this queftion? Becaufe, faid he, fimpering, and in a myfterious 
manner, I fhould feel myfelf fo happy if it fhould be in my power to procure any 
enjoyment toa ftranger fo kind and generous as you appear to be. At thefe words, 
which at once unmafked his character, I breathed with greater freedom. I now. 
perfeétly comprehended that this gentleman was no other than what at court, where 
all hogs are painted in their faireft colours, is termed the prince’s friend. Gracious 
powers! faid I to myfelf, and is it in the very fanCtuary of the immaculate Virgin that 
vice prefumes under the veil of hypocrify to exhibit her allurements? Turning then 
to the unknown; friend, faid I, you follow then a pretty and very obliging fort of 
trade ; but [have no need of you, and beware how you follow me any further. 

After this incident, I penetrated into the city, where I met with fome tolérably 
handfome coaches, and crowds.of people. I was folicitous of feeing the cathedral. 

_ It was now the third feftival of Whitfuntide, and high mafs was celebrating; the 
mufic was fine, grave, and majeftic, the voices excellent, the cadences in good 
meafure,. and the numerous and folemn paufes well calculated to infpire devotion and - 
reflecting thoughts: I was ina profound extacy, when at the elevation of the hoft,~a 
grey-headed prieft, holding a filver crofs in one hand, like our chorifters in France, and 
in the dther a wand of the fame metal, like our porters, touched me gently with the 
latter, and requefted me to take off the net from my hair, which hitherté 1 had con- 
ftantly worn ynnoticed in all the churches; I did immediately as 1 was defired; and 
could but admire this regulation, though feeling hurt at the fpecies of affront I had 
unwearily drawn upon me, I immediately left the church. : 

I had occafion for fome repairs to my watch, and after Jooking about, at tength 
found 4 watch maker’s. He was abfent, but his wife received me in fuch a manner‘ 
as almoft to put me to the blufh ; fhe was a woman of fix arm thirty, a brunette v-ho had 
been handfome, and wag {till tormented with that immoderate defire of pleafing, which 
fome women lofe dnly with life itfelf. She made mea thoufand queftions, and fuc- 
ceeded in learning I was a botanift. She concluded thence that I was a phyfician, and 
endegvoured to perfuade me to fix at Guaxaca, tellirlg me, that notwithftanding the 


extent of the city, there was not in it either a phyfician or furgeon, and that fhe would 
a te Lees 
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vouch that her hufband, who was a corregidor, fhould forward mato the full of hig 
ability ; fhe even in pretty diftin@ terms told me fhe could herfelf be of fervice to me ; 
and Began to feet fomewhat for the gratitude fhe tnight expect, when fortunately her 
hufband entered z he was an excellent maehini » and drew extremely well, as he 
fatisfied me by a multitude of works, which he difplayed.as well in rélief as on paper, 
of his doing. He had moreover rather a curious garden, in which I gathered fome 
feeds of mira-fol, and fage with corn-rofe flowers. j 7 

After leaving the pada ae T obtained a direction to a trunk maker’s. My plan 
required I fhould be furnifhed with cafes or coffers eafy of tranfport. -‘Vhe tradefmam 
to whom I was direéted thewed me fome of all fizes. 1 chofe eight two feet long by 
fourteen inches broad, and of fimilar depth. They were of a white and very light 
wood, dove-tailed, even bound at the corners, and with locks ; they were moreover 
fo folid and fo well made, that better could not have been produced in any workthop 
in Paris. ‘The price alfo was reafonable. They coft me feventeen reals the pair, or 
about four fhillings each; F afked for no abatement, and my Hiberabity purchafed me 
the prefent of a bafket of apricots which had jut been given to the trunk-maker, and 
which he obferved me notice with. longing eyes. ‘This European fruit is fo mucle 
degenerated from not having been grafted, that it is but little larger than the Mont- 
morency cherry. It has notwithftanding preferved its original flavour, 

I now perceived that I fhould never have been able at Los Cues to have met with- 
the fame refources as at Guaxaca ;. there indeed I might have obtained cochineal, but 
this was not fufficient, the means of tranfporting it were alike neceffary. I was 
confequently very well fatisfied with my bargain: ¥ merely conditioned, over and 
above the purchafe, to have partitions made in each of the boxes, and I brought away 
with? me the keys. : 

Delighted at having thus affured in a degree fuecefs to my undertaking, aftonithed 
at finding myfelf fo far advanced, and at having fo readily overcome all the difficulties 
Thad to fight againff, } was fearcely able to bear my weight of joy, and imagined 
miyfelf in a dream from which. 1 dreaded to awake, byt which every inflant I found 
would be the cafe; the greater tHe facility I had hitherto met with, the more was I 
apprehenfiye of the obftacles which I painted to myfelf woald attend the future. This 


mixture of fatisfa€tion and inquictude occafioned an opprefiton on my mind, a mean 
choly which I was utterly unable to thake off. 


_ In this ftate 1 walked through the ftreets without well knowing whither I went; at 


length f found myfelf in one of the fuburbs called de las Bueltas or the Turnings, 2 
name diftinGive of the gardens of this country, where it is confidered beauty to interfedt 
them by walts and partitions, which occafion fo many windings and receffes in the 
fame inclofure. Among others were fome plantations of nopals, the order of the 
rows in which | obferyed to be ftith the fame as F before had noticed, that is to fay, 
from ealt te weft, but in almoft all of which the crops had been recently gathered. In 
fome plantations I faw men employed lopping off the branches, in others planting ; at 
length © diftinguifhed one which appeared to me magnificent, and {fo thickly loaded with 
cochineal, that not a fingle leaf could be taken from the nopal without crufhing a thoufand 
of the infetts. In order to “ake a furvey at leifure, I entered into a garden, parted’ 


’ from the plantation only by a hedge, under pretence of buying flowers. The firlt 
. objects in tais garden which excited my attention, was a violet coloured after, as large 


as thofe grown with us, but produced ona fhrub refembling, by its pinnated leaves, 
our elder tree, and which had a very fine effet: what however encroffed almeft cho. 
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e F 
athe bouquet I had ordered was _ ithered, I fatiated my eyes with the febage 
before me. The nopals were thickly*pfimted.at about four feet diftance, in, lines fix 
feet apart. I learnt that this nopal ground belonged to a negro who Was not there . 
at that time, I“fed myfelf with hopes of buying of him both the nopal and fome of 
the infeéts. ~ ‘ i ; 

After traverfing feveral other gardens, I returned to the city, and_caufed thofe to 
be pointed out to me belonging to an apothecary whofe name was Don Antonio Pifa, 
and which had been highly extolled by the gardeners I had fpoken with. The pro. 
prietor, conceiving by my drefs that I was a Frenchman, fhewed me the utmoft civility, 
and proffered me his fervices: after which, informing him, that being a botanift I 
was anxious to fee his rag he caufed his nephew to accompany me to it, 
politely excufing himfelf from not being of the party, owing to his advanced age and 
infirmities, . 

This garden, interfected by five or fix walls, which, no doubt, announced fo many 
frefh acquifitions, appeared to have been framed at great expence. A copious foun. 
stain, very pleafingly ornamented, delivered its waters at the height of cight feet, into 
an antique vafe, whence through four fpouts, they defcended into a fpacious bafin, 
from which they were conducted into different refervoirs. A number of indifferent 

inks, a quantity of falvia othecas, a {pecies of fage, fome agaves, mililot, blue ever- 
aftings, oxal * or forrel, pot-herbs, malvz (mallows), apricots, grapes, and peaches ; 
thefe formed the whole of the rarities I found in this garden, which moreover was kept 
in very indifferent order. 

While I was there, I faw a female enter the garden, the lady of a corregidor, in a 
rich veil of black velvet trimmed with gold fringe. She came efcorted by a very 
handfome man for the purpofe of feeing, as I afterwards learnt, the face of a French- 
man. . I paid my refpects to her in the moft polite manner, yet, hurt at thus becom. 
ing the obje& of general cutiofity, and much vexed at my foreign appearance. After 
te poe abana I went to return thanks to the apothecary, and {poke in high terms of 

is garden. 

Much pleafed with me, Don Antonio Pifa was folicitous I fhould vifit another 
je not lefs curious: I repaired thither, and did indeed find a garden which would 

ave done honour to the marthes of Paris, by the fine difplay it afforded of cabbages, - 
artichakes, rafpberries, apricots, and grapes. Water was every where diftributed in-~ 
little gutters. along plots planted with parfley, turnips, radifhes, and “well hearted 
lettuce. Five or fix workmen Indians, or of mixed breed, were at work here ; here 
alfo I found the owner Don Gregorio Meuta, one of the corregidors Gf the city a 
man about five and forty, of handfome countenance, and graceful derortment : ‘he 
condefcended to applaud my refearches and curiofity, and pointed out to me every 
thing that was curious. What however appeared to me moft worthy of remark, was 
a tree which at firft fight refembled much a reine claude plum-tree, but which 
was no other than a malpighia which I had not hitherto feen. _1 begged the proprietor 
to allow me to gather fome of the fruit in order to obtain the Ttones: the fruit it yields 
-is as large as.our white-heart cherries, I wifhed to pay for what I gathered, -but was 
not fuffered ; nor would even the Indian workmen who attended accept the tw0 reals 
which I proffered them? f 

T again returned to my apothecary, and having given hima picture of the wretched 
inn at which I had taken up my abode, a pants kick fon the difficulty I pare 
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ecprefs myfelf in Spanifh, made him laugh till the tears dropped, I befought him to 
point out to me fome one where I might get a decent meal; and this he promifed to 
do. The converfation next turned or the different objets of culture in the country. 
he enquired if I.was acquainted with them, to which I-anfwered in ‘the affirmative, 
with tbe exception of vanilla, which I was anxious of feeing in order to defcribe it with 
the precifion of a botanift. A prieft, who happened to be prefent, interrupted me, to 
ftate that he had foie ina wood dependent on a.farm belonging to him, about fix 
leagues thence, ‘and that, if I wifhed it, he would fend one of his Indizns thither with 
me the next day asa guide: he even offered to obtain a horfe for me, and this with all 
that politenefs and kind anticipation which we Frenchmen are wont to deem peculiar to 
ourfelves. 

Ithen took my leave, exceedingly pleafed with my day’s work, and well convinced, 
that' with a little hardihood and aétivity much may be effected. ; 

I repaired to my new inn, recommended by Don Antonio Pifa, conducted by a fer- 
vant of that gentleman: it was kept by a Frenchman, who had been cook to the late 
governor. Taccofted my countryman with a fenfation of pleafure, and with that con- 
fidence which might eafily be conceived by any one who for the inftant would place 
himfelf in mg fituation. Idid noteven take into account the difference of our ftations 
in life, nor bad I any reafon to repent my condefcenfion, for he was really, and not 
merely in appearance, a very good kind of man. I could perceive he was rich, though 
he complained of his bad fortune, and plainly faw that this was only the better to hide 
his profperity, and not excite envy, in a people always jealous of our induftry and 
fuceefs, and at the fame time, poflibly, that he might the better be enabled to leave the 
country, at a favourable opportunity. ; 

- [begged of him to give me a good fupper, affuring him that it would be the firft 
fince my leaving France: he promifed he would, and kept his word, for I had one 
truly worthy of a governor’s table ; and afterwards was enabled to take a delicious 
night’s reft, undreffed, and between fheets, on a tolerably good bed, an enjoyment I 
had not experienced for a length of time. 

- The plan I bad arranged, to purchafe fome nopals and cochineal on the fucceeding 
day, occafioned me to wake very early in the morning: I was up therefore by three 
- o’clock, and taking with me two Indian fervants belonging to the inn, each with a large 
- bafket and towels, I repaired to the plantation of nopals I had feen the day before. 

~ I left thé fervants at the gate on entering, and myfelf took charge of their batkets. 

The negro owner was fearcely awake. He came towards me with a fimple, modeft, and 

civil air, quite different from what is ufual among people of his ftamp in the kingdom 
of Mexico. * I informed him that being a phyfician, I wanted, for the purpofe of 
making an ointment for the gout, a few leaves of the nopal, with the cochineal upon 
them, which begged him to fell me, asthe cafe was urgent ; telling him I was willing 
to pay for them whatever he might require: he permitted me to take as much as I 
pleafed. I did not require twice bidding, but immediately feleGted eight of the hand- 
fomeft branches, each two feet long, and confifting of feven or eight leaves in length, 
but fo -rerfeétly covered with cochineals, as to be quite white with them. I cut thenr 
off myfelf, placed them in the belt poffible manner in the boxes, and covered them with _ 
the towels. I then enquired what they were worth. He protefed they were well 
worth two reals: I readily believed him : 1, who would not have held them dear at as 

many quadruples ; but, that I aight not render him aware of how good a bargain I 

reckoned upon having made, I meiely gave him a dollar, telling him I had no change, 

and heading hin to keep the remainder to drink my health with. The good old necro 
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rubbed his eyes, fancying himfelf ftill afleep; and while he overwhelmed me with 
gratitude, I called in my Indians, loaded them with the two batkets, and made c¥ 
with the rapidity of lightning. ee Aas 

My heart beat in a manner that beggars defcription: it feemed to meas if I was 
bearing away the golden fleece, but, atthe fame time, as if the furious dragon, placed 
over it asa guard, was following clofe at my heels; all the way along I kept hrmming 
the famous line, At length I have it in my power, and fhould willingly haxe fung it aloud, 
but for fear of being overheard. I arrived at my inn out of breath, and flipped in 
unperceived, and without having met with a fingle perfon in the ftreets. The dawn was 
opening, but nobody yet had rifen in the houfe. I fhut myfelf up in my room, and 
then packed my dear nopals, with inexpreffible fatisfa€tion, and in the tendereft man- 
ner imaginable, in two of my {mali boxes, taking the precaution to lay them two at 
top, and two at bottom, feparating them by the partition, and fticks of a dry and 
pliant wood. 

Thus, by five in the morning, I found myfelf in poffeffion of a fine cargo of cochi+ ~ 
neal, which not afoul had either feen me purchafe or pack. The negro who fold it me 
was a fimple, good kind of man, and the Indians, whom I liberally rewarded, enjoin- 
ing them at the fame time to fecrecy, with refpe& to where they had been with me in 
the morning, were themfelves ignorant of what the precious load they carried. . 

Tranquil on this head, I went to enjoy, beneath fome orange-trees in the court, the 
pleafure of my reflections, and the cool of morning, waiting the period of my hoft 
rifing. Never had the fky before appeared fo beautiful, never the climate fo pleafing. 
The day before my imagination was filled with monftrous chimera: this day every 
thing was of charming afpect, and admitted of my giving the reins to fancy. 

Whatever my future fortune may be, faid I to myfelf, I have now completed the 
end of my journey ; I may now fet off. Yes, even direétly ; but no; vanilla, which I had 
been told could be obtained no nearer than at a diftance of twenty-leagues hence, va- 
nilla cames as it were of itfelf to invite my taking it: let us effe€t this fecond conqueft. 

At length the people of the houfe roufed from their flumbers. *Breakfaft was ferved 
up, to which I did more juftice than any one, and at which I noticed a fingular fruit : 
it was an apple, the pulp of which was foft, and black as raifin. The Spaniards call it 
fapota negra: I opened feveral, and took out their kernels. As I meant to fet out at 
noon in fearch of vanilla, I ordered a good dinner to be provided for me at eleven- 
o’clock, 7~ 

I then fent my compliments to the prieft Don Jofe Ortiz, and reminded him of his 
promife, after which I dreft myfelf, for the purpofe of taking a furvey of the city. 

My countryman, who was my guide, had the kindnefs to lend mea cloak: with 
this, my hair in a net, and my broad brimmed hat, I looked perfectly a Spaniard, and 
had no longer the vexation to endure of hearing conftantly rung in my ears, aqui fla 
Francefe, there goes a Frenchman. 

We made the whole tour of the city, and I meafured its ftreets: it appeared to me, 
onthis occafion, even more handfome than it had done the day before. The only 
thing which feemed wanting, and which, not only here, but throughout Spanifh 
America, if Mexico be excepted, is every where a defidétatum, is an alley of-trees, or - 
a promenade : one indged had been planned here below the aqueduét. ‘here are even 
bafins of {tone prepared for conducting water to it from a fountain ; and this {pot, its - 
fituation confidered; would without doubt have been a moft delightful one for a public 
walk, pat the plantation was never carried into effet, and the whole plan dropt to the 
ground, 
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- We-vifited the market, one the beft fupplied of any I had feeh fince Y left the’ 
Pavannah. IJ found in it all kinds of fruit 3 but what moft forcibly ftruck me, was the 
fight of raw cochineal expofed for fale: when I fay raw, I mean undried, and with the 
infedts yet alive. The price of it was eight reals the pound. I atdength returned 
home loaded with plants, leaves, and branches of all kinds ; among the reft with: x 
{pecies of palma Chrifti, or ricinus*, of an uncommon fpecies, which I have fince 
difpatched for the King’s garden, a 


After having packed my plants in my chamber, I went to a man who had been’ 


pointed out to me for one who let horfes, and without a fyllable faid to my hoft on the 
fubjeét, who reckoned on having me as a gueft at leaft for a formight to come, I hired 
five horfes, at eight reals each, to carry me the next morning to Sant Juan del Ré, 


At eleven o’clock I had another meal worthy of a governor’s table, and ferved with | 


equal promptitude and elegance ; but what again? Doubtlefs the reader, in perufing 
this narrative, will take me for an abfolute glutton ; but let him paufe an inftant. 
was intoxicated with joy. I-fought for gratifications, as a compenfation for m: 
labours, and poflibly this was of alefs dangerous nature than another, for there furel 


could beno harm in ftrengthening my poor body, weakened by the fafts and bad fare’ 


it had endured, and rendering it capable of withftanding the mortifications it had yet 
to undergo. 


‘ 


Don Ortiz had not forgot me: by noon his horfes were at my door. I immediately ~ 


rofe from table, and leapt into the faddle, loading the muleteer, my guide, with a linen ' 


fack, four feet high, which I had bought for the purpofe in the morning. After this 
we fet off at full fpeed, each of us with a handkerchief round the head, covered bya 
large flapped hat, and the crown of this furmounted with a cone-fhaped cap of cotton, 
to caufe a divergency of the rays of the fun, a precaution highly neceffary. 

- We reached, without halting, a mountain four leagues from the city, which it took 
us a quarter of an hour to afcend. After this we went down into a valley, in whicly 
the farm of Don Ortiz was fituate. The produce of the valley nothing but wood and: 


maize. We continued our journey two leagues farther, when we met fome people’ 


belonging to the farm. 1 wifhed to addrefs them, in order to know where we might 
find what we were in fearch of, but the muleteer pretended to know vanilla well ; 
and boafted that he could thew it me himfelf. Wein confequence alighted, a: during 
-half an hour fought for it in vain among all the trees. I {till waited'for my muletcer 
door to point it out to me, and, at laft, whether from ignorance, whether from 
deSign, he fhewed me inftead of it an arum fcandens, with palmated leaves, the ftem 
of. which, it mutt be confefled, pretty much refembles that of the vanilla. I told him 
he was an afs, and that inftead-of thus making me lofe my time, he would have done 
much better Had he called for one of the Indians. It was, in fact, five o’clock, andI 
was under the greateft anxiety left I fhould be obliged to return without the vanilla, 
or have fo fleep at the farm, which would defer my intended departure on the next 
morning. I was almoft mad with vexation. ; 
Atlength an Indian, with a hoe in his hand, made his appearance. Brother, faid I, 
holding out a dollar, thew me fome vanilla, and this is yours. He coolly bade me 
follow him; and advancing afew fteps through the underwood intoa thicket, in which 
‘were a ‘number of trees, he immediately climbed up one, threw-down to me two cods 
~ of vanilla, perfeétly ripe, and pointed out to me a branch on which feveral others were 
hanging, yet green, together with two faded flowers, of which the neétarium fill 
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remained. recognized it for an epidendrum. The form of the leaves, the ftore, and: 
the fruit, perfectly well defcribed, the peculiar fmell of the plant: every thing cor 
vinced me it was the real vanilla, in every thing correfponding with fuch I +had_feen 
at the houfe of Don Athenas, at Vera Cruz. All the trees of this little copfe were: 
covered with #, -I faw a quantity of green fruit, but collected no more than fix. 
fpecimens of thefe, and four large cods, which were ripe. Icaufed the Indiar: after- 
wards to part rom the root fome of the fcions which had fprung up. Thefe I tied 
well together, wrapping up the whole in the leaves of an arum, which at their bafe are 
three feet wide.” After thus packing a faggot, which weighed upwards of thirty pounds, 
I placed it in my large fack, which I faftened on the rump of my horfe. I was fo well 
fatisfied with my Indian, that befides the gourd I promifed him, I gave him in addition 
two reals. For his part, unwilling to be outdone in generofity, he ran to his hut, and 
brought me three other cods of vanilla. 

Who now was more confufed than my mulatto? for me, I was highly pleafed with 
not having liftened to him. 

We again mounted our horfes, and we made fuch good fpeed, that by ninein the 
evening we reached Guaxaca. 

I dire&ed my guide to make my beft refpeéts to his mafter, and repeat how much I 
Field myfelf obliged to him. I gave him, for the ufe of the horfes, fix piaftres, and 

*two for-his individual trouble, after which I again entered my inn, with the vanilla, 
without any one knowing what it was. 

It was late, and I fupped by myfelf.. After fupper, I defired my landlord and 
countryman to make out his account, and announced my departure: on the next 
morning. Ile feemed greatly furprifed at my intention, but anfwered, that he had no 
demand to make; that he had entertained :me with great pleafure, as a countryman, 
but without any view of gain. I eafily comprehended his drift, and, prefenting him 
three dollars, enquired if that was fufficient. He ftill afflumed that he had received me 
asa friend,’ and that I inight pay him nothing if I pleafed. To this I drily anfwered, 
that he, being a Frenchman, was capable of difcerning, by my exterior manners, that 
I was not a perfon to be treated gratuitoufly by him ; and that, moreover, his fituation 
in life obliged him to fell his fervicesto every one. I thought it right swith this to add: 
three more dollars to thofe I had before placed on the-table, at the fame time requefting 
him to prepare mea few provifions. When our hoft noticed thetone I affumed, with - 
a fatisfied. look he placed the fix dollars in his pocket, and in very polite terms returned ~ 
me thanks. Shortly after he fent me what I had required. ae 

I now fhut myfelf up in my chamber, and paffed a part of the night in examining 
and arranging all my plants in my boxes. Two of thefe were deftined for the vanilla, 
which I marked, and mingled with a thoufand other plants, collected.atthazard. As 
while doing this I frequently opened: and fhut the boxes,. my hoftefs,. on hearing the 
noife, became exceedingly curious, and. fought to fatisfy. her inquifitivenefs, under 
pretence of making me a fmall prefent of chocolate. She therefore knocked three or 
four times at the door of my room, but I conftantly objected to opening it, fo that at 

‘ laft fhe was tired out, and. decided on leaving the chocolate on achair in the adjoining _ 
room. * . 

“I flept buta little tinge. By four in the-morning my horfes being come, I awakened” 
maine holt. His <tonifhment was.at its height, for I had not apprized him of the 
meafures I had taken. My cafes and baggage were all laid on my cattle in an inftant. 
¥ mounted on one of the horfes, and obliged the topifh to lead on the others before me 
at a good rate. 5 - e 

e Day~- 
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-Day-light had not yet beamed on Guaxaca, when I fet off. On account of my train I 
fCund the ftreets exceedingly long, for I was anxious to avoid examination, and the 
excitement of curiofity; at length by day break I gained the open country. The 
morning was remarkably cool. I ftruck my heels into the fides of my horfe, and increafed 
our pace. My herfes turned out to be excellent ones, and {peeded fo-well, that by half 
paft feren we reached Atletta, whence, ‘without halting for refrefhment, I proceeded 
onwards to Sart Juan del Ré, occafionally alighting to gather plants. -- ; 

On the road I met with a do@or, who, converfing on the objects of culture, informed 
me, that nopals had been tranfported into Caftille, for the pnrpofe of attempting the 
naturalization of the cochineal, but that the projeét failed, from which he drew the very 
wife conclufion, thai it was impoflible the culture of it fhould fucceed any where but in 
the kingdom of Mexico. This anecdote, whether fabulous or true, was calculated not- 
withftanding, to give me at the time fome uneafinefs ; but now, while writing this, that I 
am well affured of the fallacy of the affumption, I cannot but {mile at the folly of thofe 
people who make deductions, which they generalize from circumftances true only in 
particular cafes. ; : 

By then I entered Sant Juan del Ré, it was eleven o’clock. I was in hopes of pure 
chafing here fome cochineal, but the black alcalde not being at home, I determined to, 
wait till his wife returned: fhe came in a little time, and 1 immediately afked her for 
four branches from her nopals; and without giving leifure for reflection, fhewed her a 

‘dollar, which perfuaded better than words : I at the fame time enquired of her refj ecting 
a variety of matters, which I had either omitted to obtain information upon before, or 
which I thought might need comparifon with what I had learnt at Guaxaca, though chiefly 
refpséting the mixture of the fylveltre or wood cochineal, with the black or fine. She 
illuftrated the different points I queftioned her upon, and to my fatistaétion ; and per- 
mitted me to feleét four branches from the nopals, which I placed in a fifth box, 

After taking a nap I fet off precifely at noon, and again afcended the famous moun. 
tain La Cofta, frequently cafting back an anxious eye on the beautiful country I was 
about to leave. How numerous were the curious plants I beheld! How much did E-y 
regret my incapacity of carrying away {pecimens of all! I did however alight to pully’ 
fome of the bulbs of the lily of St. Jago, or amaryllis fermofiffima. 1 colleéted fix 
dozen of the roots, though with extraordinary difficulty, on account of their being a 

~ foot deep in the ground, and that, fliff and very hard as the foil. was, I had nothing but 
~a knife with which to remove it, while a vertical fun darted its noon-tide rays on my 

back. I likewife found a violet with a bulbous root like that of the lily, of which I 
dug up a dozen roots: I gathered, moreover, a hundred oxales (forrels), with bulbous 
roots, foliis oftonatis pellatis ozatis. I morever gathered fome feeds of a thiltle, large 
as our artichoke plants ;-fome of the fruit of a fort of medlar ; fome of the Sabina 
juniperus ; and certain acorns large as our largeft walnuts. 

While thus endeavouring to diflipate the tirefomenefs incidental on a long journey, 

I perceived that my muleteer had turned out of the king’s highway, which-topiths are 

exprelsty forbidden to do and I was violently enraged at his condua, promifing, within 

mylelf, at leaft to withhold his trinkgilt, or drink money. However we began to 
defcend-by roads, very bad ivis true, but which leffened our way by a league. I then 
allowed that my guide was not fo much in the wrong, and was pacified. At the bottom - 
of the flope I found the beautiful fage, with corn-rofe flowers, wHich I had feen at 

Guaxacat from this I extracted feeds, as well as from another variety with blue and 

highly beautiful flowers. 
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- ‘While threading a narrow patli cut out of the rock, I had a fingslar rencognter ; it 
was of an Indian who was driving two hogs to Guaxaca. They were af:monttrous fises 
and I was obliged to ftand afide, in order to allow them to pais; while, in confequence, 
I was attentively looking at them, I obferved, and not without a hearty laugh at the 
whim, that they‘had pumps, or rather boots on. What, faid I to myfalf, a hog in pumps, 
while the poor Indian that drives them is barefoot! ‘The hogs had, really, or- each of 
the joints of their parted hoof, a boot with a fole of ftyong leather ; and the whole fo 
neatly fewed, and fitting with fuch exaétitude, that at firft I thought them natural appen- 
dages belonging to the animal. It was in vain for me to puzzle my brain for the reafon of 
fuch a whim, and I was fain to apply for information to the Indian. For him, he feemed 
to pity my ignorance, aftonifhment, and laughter ; and in a very phlegmatic manner 
anfwered, that it was to prevent their becoming foot-fore. Reflection made the motive 
feem but reafonable, for the animals were fo fat, and are naturally fo lazy, that if they 
had not been booted, having a journey to make of five and twenty leagues, and fhould 
wound their feet, they would have fallen away, and even have remained on the road. 
‘When at dinner, at an after period, with the intendant of St. Domingo, on his-afking me 
refpecting the roads in Mexico, I felt a ftrong inclination of relating this fact, in order 
to qualify him to form himfelf an opinion ; but as there was a large company at table, 
to whom I was unknown, I was fearful, on giving account of a circumftance fo fingular, 
to pafs for an inventor of fables; I therefore merely anfwered his interrogation by 
telling him in general terms, that I found them very bad; and in good truth, thougly 
the road 1 was now travelling was that of Guatimala, and the only highway on which 
is tranfported the various produce of a valley, which extends four hundred and eighty 
leagues, I did not find thirty leagues of road on which.a carriage could pafs. 

After a long journey of fixteen larger leagues, | again revifited my charming hamlet 
of Galiatitlan. I faluted it on my arrival full of gratitude, for its having firft preferted 
me with the delightful fpe€tacle of a plantation of nopals. It was too late, and I was too 
mueh fatigued, to vifit the Indian into whofe grounds I had entered on my way-to 
Guaxaca ; I therefore thought only of getting my fupper, and retiring to reft. I flept 
but little. Ehad judged it requifite to give air to my plants; and for the purpofe placed 
my boxes, opened, in the court of the cafa reale, and every half hour-paid them a vifit. 
In the intervals between I took a walk in the church-yard, which was at no great diftance. 
A beautiful moon light fhewed me the way ; and with pleafure I colleéted the roots of 
amary uidas from the tomb. At this inftant, calling to mind the Night Thoughts cf 
Young, I faid'to. myfelf, Is it then really confequent that reflexion on the immortality 
of the foul fhould give rife to melancholy, as the cafe with that gloomy doctor? By no 
means, but rather 


Let us, while through this vale we fpeed, 
Cull every flowret in our way. 

At two in the morning, I again clofed my cafes, carried them in-doors, and laid down 
to fleep till dawn. 

“As foon as I arofe, I haftened to the garden of my Indian, The cochineal harveft had 
been gathered ; and I merely took from him four plants of the nopal, which had already 
rooted, and for which I gave him fix reals. eS ; 

It is to be obferved that I burthened myfelf with thefe nopals, and with four other 
plants which I colleéted at Sant Antonio de Los Cues, apparently from an excefs of ~ 
caution, and that I might not have any thing wherewith to blame myfelf: but how wife 
this caution will be feen for of all’ the branches foaded with cochineal, which I had 
bought 
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‘bought-at Guaxaca, and Sant Juan del Ré, and on which I placed my chief depend- 
erce, not one was preferved to the end of my voyage, as I had the affli@tion of feei 
them all ~ot one after the other, and of being obliged to throw them into the fea while 
traverfing the gulf of Mexico.. It was.to thofe plants on_which I placed the leaft re- 
Yiance that I had-to afcribe the ultimate fuccefs of my project, as thefe-were the only 
ones which furvived the voyage, and which have multiplied. 

The Indian who fold me the nopal plants was the fame who let me my horfes ; and his 
fon acted as my topith. ‘This afforded me means to hold a very interefting converfation, 
and acquire confiderable information refpeéting that culture, to which he paid his chief 
attention. It was this man who prefented me with fome of the fibrous net work of the 
cocoa, of which he informed me the neft for the cochineal was made: it was from him 
alfo I underftood, and at his plantation that I faw, that the mother cochineals for the 
fucceeding harveit are preferved in open air and on the fame plant, and not as averred 
by the Abbé Raynal, and that even in his laftaddition, on detached branches put under 
thelter in the houfe. I made, as very natural, remark on hearing this, that I fhould haye 
thought them liable to be deftroyed by the rains ; but this objection he fet at reft, by the 
aniwer he gave, which was, that in the ftormy feafon of the year, Se tapan con petales, 
they are theltered under leaves. ; 

At the plantation of this Indian I likewife, as I had done before in fome of the 
oir aa collected fome buds of a beautiful fyringa afperifoliis, but~ they 

erithed. ; 

: ‘When on point of departure with his fon we perceived near a fountain his young 
fifter, who at that inftant was fetching water. She wasa lovely brunette, about nine or 
ten years of age, with blue eyes, and the moft beautiful complexion. I had juft before 
gs her a real. She drew nigh her brother, and without uttering a fyllable flipt it into 
is hand. My poor brother, fhe no doubt reafoned, is now about to travel on foot over 
fix weary leagues of ground for merely a wretched real, and which even my father puts 
in his pocket, and has but four tordillas and fome pimento for his dinner. Suppofe I give 
him this real, he will be able to fare better, and better be able to endure the tedioufnefs 
of the way, and the burning heat of the fun. Such in fhort was the reflection I read in 
the expreffive eyes, full of intereft and compaffion, of this amiable child, and in the 
look of gratitude the young lad direéted at his fitter. I was deeply affected by this little 
“incident. Come hither, my child, faid I. She came bluthing and uneafy about the motive 
“of my calling her. I gave her another real, which I bade her keep for herfelf. The little 
mad laughed with joy, took the real, and turned her back on me, without the flighteft 
thanks ; but what thanks were neceflary? Did fhe not {mile? ‘Throughout the whole 
morning I amufed myfelf with pleafing reflections on fraternal love ; and this incident 
confirmed mein the idea I had ever entertained, that a tender affeCtion for their brothers 
is not uncommon with females; and that it could not have been fcenes like this which 
originated the obfervation of rara concordia fratrum. Incidents like thefe it is which 
render one difpofed to love mankind ; but how rare are they in large aflociations of the 
fpecies! and where did I meet with this? Was it not among the fteepeft mountains, 
in the moft diftant parts ot America, amid people little removed from the wild flate of . 

nature ? - 2 

After proceeding three leagues on my way, I met a herd of fwine, confifting of about 
fixty, all of them in new boots. Now, indeed, faid I, accofting thé Indian who was 
driving them along, I plainly fee that this is not a mere whim, but a fathion, quite the 
fafhion of the cobntry : in truth, rfow all that thefe gentry want, to draw down not only 
admiration, but even the envy of théir drivers, would be to make an addition to their 
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drefs of a cloak, hat, and ruffles ; but all { could fay failed of exciting a fmilu, for the 
Indian was of 2 moft grave and ferious turn of mind. = 

‘When I arrived at Atletlanca, I was obliged to go to the re€tor to change fome gold: 
he appeared to me to have gteat partiality for this thining metal, and to be ready, if 
needed, to give me filver for all had. He thewed me the ftuffed tkins of two animals, 
which he called tigers but which were juft as much the fkins of tigers, as of Mexican 
bears ; of this f'am fatisfied, as at an after period 1 bought,fome of both the one and the 
other, thefe mach fmaller ; thofe of the rector were fix feet in length from head to tail, 
and two feet and a half in height ; the head, face, hair, and teeth of them were fimilar 
to thofe of the cat; but the colour of the hair was that of the fawn, very bright, per- 
feGtly {mooth, and without any longitudinal ftripes, or ocellary * fpots ; thefe monftrous 
animals, faid to be very ferocious and fanguinary, had been killed within two leagues 
af the village: would I could have borne them away with me! the reétor would affur- 
edly have parted with them for gold. ‘ ; 

On difmiffin my topith I gave him another real, as well becaufe he was the brother of 
the fweet little fadien girl, as becaufe he had conduéted himfelf with propriety, and that 
on fuch occafions I feldom reftriéted myfelf to abiding by the regular prefcriptions for 
drink money : thefe kind of people are commonly. fo wretched, and at the fame time 

- appeared to me fo worthy, that I always confidered a real or two extra not idly thrown 
away. 

Tenia croffed the numerous windings of the river de las Vueltas, and again with.the 
like impatience and vexation, but at-the fame time with lefs inconvenience, on account 
of being better mounted. I was unable however to reach Don Dominquillo before 
night, where I again met with a jubilee and proceffion, for it had been ordained I think 
that from Paris to Mexico had I gone I fhould conftantly fee es elfe : this one.I 
found interefting ; the mufic of the charming Salve Maria, which I took down in notes, 
is really excellent ; it was fung in chorus, the parts given in perfect unifon, and was a 
piece of mufic altogether capable of pleafing even the moft delicate. 

‘When Juftice and Peace, tired of living with mortals, by whom they daily were infult- 
ed, abandoned for ever their ungrateful hofts; Fame fays, they took refuge in heaven, 
from whence they came. The rumour here was wrong: after wandering over the 
different portions of the globe, conftantly vagabonds, and conftantly abufed, thefe . 
celeftial beings withdrew to a corner of North America; yes, the village of Don— 
Dominquillo. This little hamlet, fimple in appearance, unadorned_by the* meritricious 
works of art, but rich, but charming from its fite on the flope of a hill, at the con- 
fluence of the Rio Grande, and that of Las Vueltas, appeared to them worthy of their 
abode; and here I enjoyed the mild prefence of thefe amiable but {lighted powers, 

The circumftance which called for this remark I fhall relate : While I was at fupper, 
I fent for a tepith, with whom I had entered into contract for furnifhing me with 
horfes for Quicatlan; the knave had the addrefs to cheat me of three piaftres, without 
my noticing the fraud: his lively and feemingly ingenuous looks, and poffibly the 
cares with which my head were filled, combined to lay me open tg deception: the 

* keeper of the cafa reale, however, perceived the fraud, ond pointed it out to me, but 

. the topith was already out of fight with my money. In the mean time, after the pro- 
ceflion, while wall-ing in the public fquare, I faw two Indians carrying each of them a 
ftaff fix feet long, on which they fupported both theig hands. I paid at firft but little 


i. * © Ocellaire, in the original, from ocelli, little eyes an Italian word. 
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at‘ention to this incident, till at length I heard a ¢ry repeated thrice in the Mexican 
language. and three whiftles. In an inftant,- ’y rogue of a guide prefents himfelf, 
oat of breath with running, and makes a number of low bows to the men with ftaffs, 
the diftin@ive marks of their office : the one was the atcalde, the other his affeffor. 
As I faa them advancing towards me, I met them half way: in my prefence, ina very 
deliberate manner, they interrogated the topith refpecting the number of horfes {-had 
yequefted, and the price he had afked. He confeffed the whole he hac afked, except 
two reals. ‘They next enquired of me, how much I had paid. I told them the exact 
fum. ‘Turning next to the topith, they afked him, if he had fhewn me the table of 
fares ; and, on his confeffing that he had never even mentioned it to me, the alcalde 
very feverely, though at the fame time without the leaft fymptom of paffion, repri- 
manded him; firft, for having exacted more than the ordonnance prefcribed ; and 
fecqndly, for having {tated the fum he had received at two reals lefs than what it really 
‘was. While they were fpeaking, I minutely obferved, by help of the moon-light, the 
features of thefe fimple officers: they exhibited not the lealt fymptom of rage or in- 
dignation, not even the leaft emotion. Immutable as the law, they judged and decided 
oF its rule, and never did fenator, counfellor, or judge, with all their fumptuous para- 
phernalia of office, in filk and ermined robes, in fcarlet or in black, in coronets, caps, 
or periwigs, never, I fay, did either look more auguft or majeftic than did, on this . 
occafion, thefe poor and tattered Indians. 

After conviciing the culprit, on his own confeffion, they made him reftore the whole 
fum he had received ; after which, entering my apartment, where was a light, they 
attempted to calculate what was juftly his due, but, litle ufed to handle money, they 
were unable to fucceed, and I was obliged to take on myfelf this tafk ; when, havin 
hewn to their fatisfaction, that I had given three dollars and two reals more than 
fhould have done to the topith, the alcalde reftored them to me, and gave the remain- 
der to the topith, enjoining him to have his horfes ready at the hour appointed. I was 
dumb with admiration. I thought myfelf in a dream ; a judgment fo unartificial, fo 
fpeedy, fo perfeétly equitable, was what I could not conceive: actuated by the en- 
thufiafm by which I was filled, 1 gave the cafero, by whofe inftituting the procefs. I had 
enjoyed this interefting {pectacle, a dollar, and begged the alcalde to keep in his own 
hands the three dollars and two reals, for the purpofe of diftributing them among the 

- poor of the hamlet. I would willingly have given, had I means, a thoufand pialters, 
to have perpetuated the memory of this hanourable act of juftice ; for it cannot be dif- 
guifed, that the beft means of enforcing among mankind the practice of wifdom and 
virtue is to honour and reward-even the moft infignificant attions which denote its 
exiftence : tacn always act from fome interelted motive ; and what motive can be re- 
parded as more valuable than that which has for its end the efteem of one’s fellow 
creatures And pofterity ? Let us then but applaud good aétions, and thofe fame applaufes 
will prove the feeds of others. 

‘With thele pleafing fancies I retired to reft, and fweet was the flumber { enjoyed ; 
bot at two in the morning, folicitous of making a long day, I awoke my topith: the 
rogue vas out of temper,which J noticed the moft plainly at the paflage of Rio 
Gratide, In this river I faw an animal fwimming, which I took to be either a crocodile, 
or a cayman, though its muzzle did not yet feem to be fo long asstheirs. I enquired 
what animal it was, but inftead of informing me, in order to prevent the gratification 
I might receive from fatisfying riy curiofity by a more minute examination, the malicious 
ogue picked up a ftone, and threw it with fuch nicety, that, though at eighty paces 

° 12 diffant, 
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diftant, he ftruck ft on the head, which occafioned it to dive under water, and it did 
not appear again. At dinner he met with his reward, as I neither gave him a meal, 
nor money to buy drink, as I was elfe accuftomed to do. ya 

I reached Quieatlan at nine, and after purchafing a provifion of bread, leit that place- 
at ten, paffing,-without {topping, by the guard-houfe: the chief of it, whofe good-will 
J had ‘infured on paffing before, whether on this account, whether owing to his being 
employed in coynting the mules laden for Guaxaca, paid no attention to mine, but 
made a fign to my topith to proceed without unloading his cafes: I {queezed his hand 
in token of gratitude, and clapped fpurs into my horfe. : 

But little after noon, the fun almoft at its zenith, and vertical above me, I had to climb 
the terrible and fatiguing mountain Aquiotepec ; I found it neceffary, in order to bear up 
againit the diftrefs occafioned by the toil, and the heat of the day, to feek revivification 
from advertence to my worthy and faithful friends in France ; this was my ordinary 
practice ; perpetually were they prefent to my imagination, and often did I hold converle 
with them. Ob, could you only fee me here, faid I, and with what formidable diffi. ° 
culties I have to contend, then, partners of my heart, then would you learn the coft at 
which I feek to merit your efteem. , 

At length I attained the {ummit of the mountain, by half paft one, as E found by the 
clock then ftriking at Quicatlan, the found of which 1 {till diftinguifhed, and by three 

* had attained its foot, on the barks of the Rio Grande: here it was I firft faw the fyl- 
yefter cochineal ona thorny caétus, with leaves nearly round : I took away two articula- 
tions, which I preferved for a long time at fea, but which at laft decayed. . 

Lhad laid ina ftore of bread, but this was not enough. I recolleéted the bad fare 
[had to expeét if 1 depended on the fupply of the hamlet whither I was journeyjng : 
fortunately I faw an Indian who had juft been fithing in an{wer to my interrogatory, 
of what fuccefs he had experienced, I learnt he had caught a trout; but this pre- 
tended trout turned out to bea {pecies of mullet, which however was delicious. 

‘While changing horfes at Aquiotepec, I gathered from the margin of a fountain a 
paneratium foltis lingalatis ftritifimis *, which I continue to cultivate at Port au Prince; 
but on this occafion, my curiofity, or rather my imprudence (for I made ufe in raifin 
the plant of my hands) was nigh cofting me dear; a ferpent, four feet long, of a yellowi 
colour, iffued from the ground I had juit been difturbing, but without doing me the 
leaft injury, it glided under fome other plants: this ferpent was the firft that I met _ 
with in my. botanical colle¢tions in North America. Farther on, on croffing the Rio. 
Grande, I faw’a liliaceous plant, lefs eminent, but which was fimilar to thet I had found 
on the brink of the fountain of Aquiotepec. : 

I did not reach Los Cues before half paft nine at night; I was dyifg of hunger, 
and my fifh was moft welcome : it was fo large even that I was enabled to {pare a part 
for my topith, who had been able to procure nothing better throughout the whole 
hamlet than a couple of tordillas of blue maize, fo much refembling pieces of flate in 
their appearance, that I was obliged to bite them, in order to be convinced of the con- 
trary tas fauce for thefe he had fome little chili. : i. 

The'next day, Trinity Sunday, I propofed, as it would be the laft time I fhould’meet 
with plantations of nopals, to make fome freth purchafts of nopal and cochiyeal : in- 

- formed of the exiftence of them at this place by my Francifcan, on feeking I-readily 
found them; nay, there was one clofe even to the houfe at which I lodged : this, 
however, did not appear to have been fown, fo thinly was the cochineal fpread over 


* Hexandria monogyaia. 
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the leaves. . I then entered another, in which were many young platits that had taken 
root, and were loaded with fine cochineal. I was very folicitous of procuring fome of 
thefe, but the owner was at mafs. In a third I met with fome women, who confented 
to fell me eight branches richly loaded for ten reals: this was rather dear, efpecially 
when compared with what my good negro of Guaxaca had afked me 3 but on my 
expteiling fuch to be my opinion, they remarked to me, that there was upon them at 
leaft twelve ounces of coghineal, and, on the other hand, thefe were what I wanted. 1 
faw in addition, the plantation of a poor cultivator who was drying the feeds of the 
caétus, with which to make bread : the garden had not been planted more than fifteen 
months, and from him for fix reals I bought as many fmall rooted plants. He was 
willing even to have {pared me a greater number, and at this rate even would gladly 
have parted with his whole garden ; but I was now moft amply fupplied, and had great 
difficulty to ftow my laft purchale. 


T however fucceeded and fet off with my cafes, mounted on an afs, which tranfported _ 


me to Santo Antonio by noon, according to the eftimation I made by a fingular means, 
T noticed that the ears of my afs, at every turn, whether eaftward or weftward, to the 
north or the fouth, conftantly both the one and the other threw their fhadow on the 
earth, at an equal diftance from the head and body, the fhade of which latter was 
immediately under the belly of the animal : followed that the fun muft be at its zenith, 


and confequently that the hour was-‘noon. This meridian, fo novel and fo whimfical, * 


made me laugh much, and for an inftant configned to oblivion my cares and jading 
ride. ; 
At San Sebaftiano I fwallowed two new-laid eggs, and immediately fet off again 
with excellent horfes: the one I rode, however, was difficult to manage, and had no 
bridle, a circumftance to which I failed to pay attention on fetting off, or: till I had left 
the village : every thing, however, went on well until I reached Santo Antonio : thrice 
had Lalighted to collect feeds from plants, and thrice had I again quietly mounted ; 
hut the fourth time, the reftive beaft rifing on’ its hind legs, eick at me on the 
ftomach with the fore ones, and with fuch force as to fell me to the ground ; 
not content, he {purned again his hind legs at me, and gallopped away at full fpeed. 
For an inftant }-thought all was over with me, and far as the little power of reflection 
allowed, which remained with me, I was anxious only for my dear cochineal. I 
- dreaded left it would yet remain buried in Mexico, and be for ever loft to my country : 
~the thought went near to kill me ; however, refuming, after a few inftants, the faculty 
of breathing; and my ftomach by degrees recovering its tone, I gathered that I did not 
immediately need extreme unttion. Colledting ftrength, I rofe, though with great 
difficulty, anu drew as a conclufion from the incident, that a botanift fhould travel on 
foot. 4 
I took no trouble about the horfe. It carried away not any of my property,and fhould 
Thave recovered, I fhould not have mounted him again : fo giving him heartily to the 
devil, 1 continued my journey on foot, at a very gentle pace, quit for.a few grazes 
and a torn jacket. 


. 


In vain did I call after my topith, who travelled at a brifk rate before me ; and when | 


I arrivee at San Francifco, I found he had already been there an hour. I related to 


him what had happened, and was apprehenfive he might infift-on my paying for the - 


runaway; but he was fatisfied with merely afking for a note, which tight account for 
his not taking it back, which I gave him, ftating the reftivenefs of the animal, and the 
-want of a bridle, as the caufe. I moreover prefented my guide with four reals_for 
himfelf. _ : 


; The 
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= The next day Ftook care to be provided with gentler horfes, and more complete 
furniture, and by ten o’clock arrived in fight of Tecuacan. In the courfe of my 
journey, 1 remarked a nicotiana (tobacco plant) with narrow and pointed leaves, which 
‘was confpicuous as a weed among the corn of this beautiful plain. : 
I was anxiows to pafs round’ Tecuacan, as I had done on my way coming ; but with 
all my baggage this was not praéticable, and the topith, in fhort, flatly refufed : it was 
neceflary therefgre I fhould travel through it: the town appeared to me a defert, and 
I compared it to, thofe enchanted cities the work of genii, when a magician of the moft 
formidable kind, in my eyes, made his appearance before me,and drove awaythe pleafing 
ideas of enchantment. This magician was no other than a ftout, fharking cuftoms officer, 
mounted on an excellent horfe, his faddle bow befet, both in front and behind, with 
piftols. This redoubted champion advancing, fummohed me, in the King’s name, to 
return to the cuftoms houfe. I anfwered to him, in atone of voice which denoted 
, vexation, that I certainly fhould pay all the refpéét due to the King’s orders ; but that 
if he had had the leaft notion of civility, he would not. have fuffered me to have rode 
through the whole of the town merely for the pleafure of making me return. How- 
ever high the tone I affumed, my heart was chilled with fear; the word cuftoms 
houfe turned my brain, and I gave up all for loft. I fhall have, faid I, to open all my 
cafes, my pilferings will all be expofed ; there may be laws which prohibit the tranfport 
“of cochineal on nopals; nay, this ought neceffarily to form a part of the policy and 
ordonnances of this people, one fo anxious to maintain the exclufive poffeffion of this 
commerce. Should this be the cafe, adieu to all my treafures, all will be ravithed from 
me, and confifcated: what grief for me! what fhame! curfed rencounter! unlucky 
travels ! ; 7 
I was in a dreadful ftate, though it muft be allowed, that at times danger affords 
refources which are gathered merely from its prefence. On reaching the cuftoms 
houfe, I inftantly determined on my plan: compofing my countenance, therefore, I 
entered with an ea(y air, and expreffed much difcontent at the trouble which had thus 
unneceffarily been occafioned me. I found two Spaniards in the-office, one of whom, 
the direétor, leffened my colour by the affable and prepoffefling manner in which he 
received me. 1 told him that I was a botanift, that I had been employed in colleéting 
medicinal plants throughout the whole province, with which my trunks were full, and 
that I had with me nothing elfe. I added, moreover, that I begged they would fatisfy ~ 
themfelves on this head, and proceed through the examination as fpeedily as poffible- 
as I was folicitous of reaching Vera Cruz for the purpoie of going on fhifboard. ~ 
The direétor faid that this was enough, and entered into the moft friendly conver. 
fation with me; however I notwithftanding caufed my boxes to be opeiied, although 
againtt his inclination, for the purpofe of fatisfying him, and out of bravado towards 
his deputy, who appeared to be inquifitive and fufpicious. On looking over the cafes, 
in which, among a variety of herbs and roots, with which he was altogether unac- 
wainted, was the vanilla which was equally unknown to him; he fhrugged up his 
ihoulacts, and {miled. I opened others which contained_ cochineal; covered and 
. mingled with other plants: agui /ta grana,— this is cochineal, faid he, apparently with 
furprize, but at the fame time, with an air of indifference which argued nothing dif- 
- pleafing. In my notige of his obfervation, I feemed equally indifferent. _ he after- 
wards noticed thé double bottoms, and fancied for an inftant he had caught his hird, 
_ fignifying as much by a glance, which at the fame time feemed to hint that he could 
fhug his eyes occafionally to what he could nat fee “without injuring ; but, rendered 
bold by the affurance I had acquired, that no objettion would be taken to my cochineal, 
I raifed- 
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T raifad- the bottoms, partitions, and the pieces of wood, which feparated the plants, 
“vhen my nopals were diftinguifhed among other plants, carefully folded in fine white 
paper. - What are thefe nopals for, this cochineal? For an unguent. For what ¢ 
‘malady? The gout. Ah ah! do but fee, exclaimed he then, laughed heartily as he 
pointed out among my collection the nuts of the molt Common fruits af the country, 
and feeds even of its moft defpifed herbs. : 

The dire&tor now obliged me to fhut all my cafes; before I did this, I picked up 
even the fmalleft leaves which had fallen, but with fo much care, that they could enter- 
tain not the flighteft doubt of my placing on them a value, far greater than on the 
cochineal : they could not indeed help admiring to fee a Freachman come from {uch a 
diftance to colleét fome of the meanelt herbs of the country ; and frankly confeffed, 
that no Spaniard could be found’ pofleffed of equal refolution. Walking in the court, I faw 
drying in the fun the fruit of a certain caétus, not larger than currants : in turn, I en- 
quired what ufe it was applied to? To making of tarts, was the anfwer. He invited me 
moreover to tafte them : I found them delicious, and preferved fome of the grains. 

From all he had feen the dire€tor concluded within himfelf, that I was an eminent 
doctor, and in confequence entreatéd me to vilit a friend of his who was ill: I told him, 
that unlefs His Majefty himfelf required my affiftance, I could on no account procraf- 
tinate my flay: at the fame time J enquired of him to whom I had to addrefs myfelf to 
obtain horfes: he informed me I muft apply to the alcalde-mayor. This circumftance ~ 
difpleafed me. I apprehended a fecond inquifition, and could not hope perpetually to be 
favoured as.I had hitherto been, by good fortune : however, no choice was left, nor 
could I draw back ; 1 therefore paid him a vifit, and found him employed with a man dreft’ 
in black, whom at firft I miftook for the alcade himfelf. It was not long however before I 
was undeceived; Don Marcos Chopin, Cavallero de Sant Jago, Gobernador de Tecuacan, 
alcalde-mayor informed me in perfon, that it was he to whom I had to addrefs myfelf ; 
he converfed with me with an affability, a fuavity of manners which could not be fur- 
pafled by the moft amiable among our French gentry, and immediately directed an 
alquazil to go in feareh of horfes for me. I entreated that they might be gentle, and 
with good bridles, as a caufe of which injunétion I related the adventure which had 
befallen me : ha laughed heartily at my narratives and obferved that I muft in this cafe 
have been but an indifferent horfeman. Pardon me, Senor, replied I, but my horfe 

- was unufually reltive. 
~ _By accident a mirror happened to hang before-me, and feeing myfelf in it, dirty and 
wih my clotnes torn, I could not but feel amazement and high gratification at the 
little difficulty I had hitherto met with. “In France, taken for an highwayman, I 
fhould have veen flopped by the police : in Mexico I was not even afked for my pals 
port; I fearcély knew to what I had to afcribe this diftinGion ; poffibly in a {mall degree 
it is to be attributed to the inertia and negligence of the Spanifh people, but at the fame 
time much Tiberality and noblenefs of mind are apparent in their cuftom of not fuffering 
themfelves to be influenced towards, nor their confidence diminifhed in, a man anda 
traveller, becadfe of the garb he wears: their condu€t moreover may be owing, and 
principally perhaps, to the officers of the interior relying on the governors of the fron- 
tier cities and towns for carethat no one be admitted into the kingdom but Spaniards, ° 
or individyals furnifhed with regular paffports. 7 . 
~However this may be, the alcalde-mayor behaved to me with the fame politenefs as 
if I had been dreft in the niceft manner; he even played me a little trick, which, no 
doubt, afforded him confiderable anmufement, and which made me laugh myfelf: 


he fent me to the farmer of the tobacco duty, whom he reprefented to me as being ill, 
and 
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and at the fame time a Frenchman, two motives for my rendering him whatever affit. 
cance my art was capable of. In vain did I decline going, on pretence that not pertaining 
to the college of phyficians in New Spain, the confequences of fuch a procedure.on my 
part might injure’me ; he infifted and proffered to take all refponfibility on himfelf : - 
but what was miy 4ftonifhment, on complying with the with of the governor, at findin 
my dear countryman plump as a partridge, and with a complexion ruddy as the morn: 
Iwas not able however to draw from him a fingle word of French; and when f 
explained to hiry the nature of my vifit, he anfwered me coolly in Spanifh, that the 
alcalde might keep his phyfic and phyficians to himfelf ; as for his part he was in want 
neither of the one nor the other. I was much pleafed with having to render account 
to the governor of the fuccefs of my miffion: he received me with lefs kindnefs than 
on the former occafion; but this was merely to hide the trick, he laughing all the while 
in bis fleeve: he thought me his dupe this: however 1 frankly forgave, on reflecting 
how much more fo he was mine. ~ 
L afterwards went to his fecretary to beg him to change me fome gold, and this 1 per- 
ceived had a good effect ; for in this, as in my dear country, gold is clofely cherifhed, 
and gives much confequence to thofe who are its mafters. 
Soon agit was known I had gold, I was well enough dreft, and the fecretary received 
me jn a manner no Jefs courteous than the alcalde. I found him a man of fenfe, and 
who diftinguithed the value of ftudy after the French manner : he enquired how many 
academies we had ; and when [informed him that, befides five or fix in the capital, we 
had more than twenty in the provinces, he was wrapt in aftonifhment, and mute with 
wonder. Happy country! he exclaimed; thrice happy country ! He was in the right. 
In what other country do the arts, does feience flourifh in the fame degree? Where glfe 
is truth and knowledge of everv defcription fo fully placed within the reach of all! 
"What refources does Paris furnith as well to the inquifitive who eel fkirn the furface, 
as to the ftudious who feek for perfe@t acquaintance with truth! Public and private 
libraries, academies, focieties of amateurs in which literature is cultivated, models, 
chefs d’ceuvres of every kind, thefe are all found in the capital of France, and found 
but there alone. Does one with to eftimate the value of thefe? Let us caft our eyes over 
the neighbouring nations; ‘thefe; though competitors; are obliged to yield us the palm: 
and however difpofed to give their due to them on the {core of their individual merits, 
a Frenchman placed in any of them fighs for his darling home. “ 
‘From the fecretary I went to the alquazil, who was fo furnifa me with horfes; and _ 
not choofing to leave the {pot until I had feen them, I fent word to the direétor who had 
invited me to dine with him, not to wait. I had a trifle ferved up for me, which I fwal- 
Jowed with good appetite, but of which i fhould have partaken with mor zeft in any 
other fituation; the reafon this: the alquazil chanced to be the jailor.of the royat 
prifon, fo that I actually took my meal between two wickets, furrounded by guards, im 
a place whofe only decorations were bundles of keys, locks and chains ; a place where 
heard inceffant moans and lamentations ; and where all the time I flayed, I was witnefs 
to the tears of a multitude of poor Indians, who had flocked hither to comfort # father 
- ora friend. = ° 
_ __ As foon as the horfes arrived, I made all hafte to the cuftoms houfe to load my effects. 
"The direClor reproached me, yet kindly, for not dining with him, and repeated” his 
argent entreaties, that I would call.on his fick friend: he is, added he, on your road 
at four leagues from here; and his name Don Joachim, Armoral de Caftilla: Great 
God! exclaimed 1, what turn ont of my way for the fake of a man who treated ard 
ae : 
: wi 
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awith fuch iadignity ? Heaven forbid! Attpon this I recounted the humiliating refufal 
of this gentleman to fee me, and the reft of my adventure at his houfe. I however 
added, that, out of refped individually to the direétor himfelf, I would yet confent to 

“prefcribe for his complaint at Tecuacan, and wait for him there, provided the dire@tor 
would fend for-him: but, as for ever fetting foot again on his thfeffold, it was that 
to which I never could confent. The direftor was confounded and mortified, and 
made me a bandred excufes for the fick man, concluding with abaadoning his caufe 
altogether, and perfifting from further perfuafion. Thus had I my turn ; and without 
being actually a phyfician myfelf, phyfic was revenged for the flight it had received in 
my perfon. At length I departed, efcorted by the guards belonging to thetobacco farm, 
as far as the fuburbs, either to do me honour, or, which is: moft likely, to be fure I took. 
the road to Vera Cruz. 

I now was happy as if I had efcaped from the galleys, and breathed with freedom ; 
but I alfo made fuch ufe of my liberty, that I was foon at a diftance, fpite of the 
extreme heat of the day, reaching Chapulco by four in the afternoon. The great 
heat and extreme thitft induced me again to drink of the water from the river Tecu« 
acan, and my draught was followed by the fame effect which I had experienced before. 
I enjoyed this day a fight perfeétly new to me, and exceedingly fingular ; it was a 
mountain of fnow, fituate within the Torrid Zone. Oriffava, on my paffing it this, 
time, was perfeétly free from clouds, and I had an unmolefted view of its might 
mafs, though from a diftance of ten leagues. . Its form feen from this fpot is that of 
a fugar-loaf, and appears but a quarter of a league from Chapulco, It is inconceivable, 
notwithftanding the extreme warmth of the atmofphere where I was, what pleafure I 
recived from the fight of this frozen mountain ; it feemed even to cool and revive 
me: my very mouth, as is faid, watered at feeing it, and I felt almoft perfuaded I 
could have fwallowed the whole, if it were but within my grafp. 

I prefented myfelf immediately before the alcalde, whofe heufe, according to cuftom, 
fronted the prifon. He caufed his people to go in feareh of horfes for me, and, as 
None were readily to be found, he was on the point of ordering men for tranfport 
of my luggage. Eight Indians, each laden with about two hundred weight, would 
have been equul to the tafk, and have carried it for the fame price paid for beatts of 
burthen. The idea appeared to me fhocking ; I intreated the alcalde therefore to have 

~ patience; I would in fa& rather have halted a week than be witnefs of fo fad, fo 
~frumiliating a fpeétacle, in my efteem, for any human being. At length affes 
were obtained for carrying my boxes, and for myfelf a horfe, I paid as cuftomary 
before hand,.and ordered all to be in readinefs to fet off next morning by three. ; 

After thee precautions, I took a walk in the village, where I enjoyed a coolnefs as 

leafant as it in Europe. I entered the grounds of a worthy Indian : the garden was 

ull of peag trees, and from thefe I gathered and ate about.a dozen pears, fmaller 
than apd not equally good with the roufélet. In another garden I faw a {pecies of 
cherries called cappuline, the {tones of which I preferved: in a third, I was fhewn 
filk sworms ; and the goed folks were aftonithed to find that thefe infeéts were known 
tome. After my walk, I returned to my inn, where I fupped off a meagre fowl ; antl - 
opening all my trunks to give air to the cochineals, I laid down to reft; but on what : 
do you iriagine? A hundred times fhall the reader guefs, and yet be wide of the 
truth ; it was on theold gate of a prifon. Thefe gates are made in the fame manner as 
the gratings to the hold of a fhip: and fuch a gate or grating was the only bedftead 
the cafa reale could boaft. ¥ might here be faid with reafon to be fluttering about the 
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-flame, and wasfwilof caufelefs appreheation left I fhould burn my wings; the’ thought 
reminded me of the verfe of Marini. fe ; + 
Corre la vaga, farfal? al chiaro lume, 


Still; after chafing from their “ufurped territory the gloomy thoughts which haunted my 
brain, and committing myfelf to Providence, I funk into a flumber, and, bad as my bed, 
enjoyed refrefhing reft. 7 : 
I was wakened at the hour.I appointed in the morning by the feverity of the cold. 
T determined ort walking for a time to keep myfelf warm,’ but'as day-light appeared, 
I beftrode my Rofinante to reft my legs. Oh, what a number of rare and cultous 
plants did I again behold ! Sed omnes illaéirymabiles urgentur longa noéle. At the fimmnit 
of the mountain I met with the three litters of a Spaniard of fome rank. The two 
firft were occupied by women and children, the third by himfelf alone: notwithftand- 
ing the extreme acclivity of the mountain, he had afcended it in this ‘manner from the 
fide whence he came. : 
This morning the mountain Oriflava, being again enveloped in clouds, was not 
vifible. ; 
Tarrived at Aquulfingo at noon, and left it an hour afterwards, but at a flow ‘rate. 
1 was folicitous of not reaching Oriflava before right, not only that I might efcape 
-fearch, but to avoid being confulted on their maladies by the guards ; however, what is 
predeftined mutt have its courfe. , 
Treached the town as I intended at night: the guard-houfe on the right was fhut up, 
and I hoped to pafs without any mifchance : but there was another on the left which 
Thad not remarked, My horfe was ftopped by the bridle; a new alarm, though pow 
not fo lively as that I had experienced at Tecuacan. I had become better accuftomed 
to fuch events ; I halted, began with my cuftomary peroration : Gentlemen, I am 
a botanift, I have nothing but herbs, nothing which is contraband. I was now inter. 
rupted by the chief of the guard,’who clafped me in his arms, and exclaimed, Ah, Senor! 
and is it indeed you! you have long’been gone, where do you come from? Angel 
fure from heaven !. you it was who {natched, from the hands of death the chief of the 
other guard-houfe, for God's fake deign to vifit my. poor wife. - It will readily be con- 
jectured from this accoft, that my boxes would need no fearching, but in turn J muft 
neceffarily vifit the fick perfon. She was a young woman, reduced by that dreadful 
diforder which has been faid to derive its origin from America, to the very Jatt. 
extremity : this..I.did not conceal from her hufband and parents, at tke fame time 
declaring what the malady was s for it is fo common in this country, that the mention 
of it never gives offence. I ordered fome palliatives, and promifed to Seturn; after 
reafoning in a manner which enchanted all who were prefent, I was led: back to my 
horfe, paffing, no doubt, for a moft. extraordinary perfonage. My vanity was not excited 
by this, for grief alone” had poffeflion of my faculties, as I refleéted ‘on the dreadful 
effects of this formidable malady. ° és 
The next day I thought only of my departure, but being detained, owing.to the 
_negligence of the alguazil, I had occafion to pafs by a thop"where I faw fome ‘very 
handfome Afiatic tygers’ fkins; I purchafed four for houfings for horfes, gwhich { 
- meant to fend to my fajher, and two {mall this of tyger cats, fit for making* muffs 
for women, whick l intended for my fifter; but being injured by mites, I was obliged 
to fell both the one and the other, and was thus deprived of the pleafure of prefenting 
to my dear parents thefe intended tributes of my gratRude and affection. I fold them 
VOL. XIU : 5P:° at 
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at the rate of a piafter apiece at Port au Prince; and one with andther they colt me 
four rials. ; 

From Oriffava T’ proceetled to Villa de Cordova, which I reached by noon, after 
having had my trunks examined at the gate, but in acarelefs mannex. {1 made ave 
‘indifferent dinner in a very indifferent inn; but I faw’ there a fingular painting : it 
reprefented a Spanifh youth at dinner at that inn, and behind him a young negro, who, 
“with a loaded piftol, was amufing himfelf in fhooting at a painting of Chrift fufpended 
from the wali: but wonderful to behold! from the wound, fo great a quantity of 
blood iffued, as to fill large tub. The whole of this happened in this very inn, at 
leaft, if reliance could be placed on the affeverations of my hoftefs, who affirmed it with 
the moft folemn oaths. I did not take the trouble fo contradié& her, but coolly 
enquired what fhe had done with fuch a large quantity of blood? ‘This the could not 
anfwer, : 

I left her for the purpofe of hiring horfes, and was able to obtain them upon no other 
condition than the promife of a piaftre to the alguazil of the diftri€: it was then fo 
fate that I could not arrive at San Severo before the clofe of day. At this place I 
alighted at the grours, where I had lodged before on soning 3 my firfl care was to urge 
him to procure horfes for me, as owing to the darknefs of the night, I could have no 

chance myfelf of fuccefs, efpecially confidering the numerous windings of the pueblo, 
the houfes of which are as it were buried in thickets. I promiled mine hof, if he 
would procure me them, a couple of dollars; but the idle fcoundrel would not’ budge an 
inch, though to earn before he retired to reft more money perhaps than he had gained 
in the whole preceding week, 

Nothing could exceed the ignorance, the folly, and the pride of this fellow and his 
brothers. ‘They laughed out like idiots at feeing me oe back nothing but plants, and 
at the fancy that for matters of fuch little value I fhould have daily expofed myfelf to 

e rifk of perithing of hunger and fatigue. * 

I wasin confequence obliged to go myfelf to the alcalde, groping my way through 
‘the buthes, The alcalde was a negro whom I found in a fick tate 3 I entreated his 
wife to intereft herfelf in my behalf, and gave her fix reals, with promife of an 
additional remyneration in cafe of fuccefs 3 but whether owing to pride or idlenefs, when 
fome hours after I returned, the alcalde informed me there were no horfes to be had. I 

. was in a violent rage, and fufpeéted ftrongly that the idle fellow had not even given 
-himfelf the trouble to enquire: in arder to convince -myfelf therefore, I defired the 
woman to return me the fix reals ]_ had given her, with which without any hefitation 
fhe complied. This condué I regarded as fhewing much good faith and delicacy, 
Good faith, *aafinuch as it would not have been difficult for her to have maintained that 
fhe had really endeavoured to get horfes; and delicacy, feeing the might think the 
had no right to keep a fum of money which had been given her toe a purpofe fhe had 
not effected, : 

At length I was obliged to return to my lame negro * : he confented readily to take 
me to ia Punta, but I withed to go as far as Calabaca: he fwore he would take me no 
fartifer than La Punta; and for my part, I fwore to myfelf in filence that, if I could . 
hot find horfes at that place, I would make him go on to Calabaca. 

Werdid not depart till day-break. The whole road in the gorge we traverfed from ° 
-Oriffava to this place is marked by a cut, a hundred and fifty fathoms broad, anciently 
isiterfe€ted by fmall forts, redoubts, and other ftrong buildings, the veltiges of which, 


* This relates to fome antecedent pallage in the narrative, which is lof. 
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in mafonry, are ffill to be feen, This is one ‘entrance into Mexico, which formerly 
was more frequented than is now the road which leads from Vera Cruz to Jalappa~ 
At the fquare where, neat thefe ancient redoubts, the guard-houfes for tobacco are 


conftru@ted, I was again vifited three times in the 
unmercifully obliged to open al 


courfe of the morning, and was 


1 my cafes ; but 1 have no caufe of camplaint 5 for to 


this rigorous condua it is that I was indebted for the prefervation of the majo~ part 


of my cochineals 


On this occafion it was that I perceived a fpecies of moth, which having made itfelf 
a kind of neft of their cottony down, committed a dreadful ravage among my infects. 


I was fhocked at the lofs I had fuftained, and halted 
murderers, an operation which coft me upwards of an 


to cleanfe my nopals from thefe 
hour. 


‘While thus occupied, one of the officers of the guard, who recognized the cochineal, 
advanced in a familiar manner, obferving I muft certainly be fond of travelling, fince 
I could choofe to go fo far to obtain what might be had at Vera Cruz, I obferved to 
him that the fpecies was not the fame, and that this alone was the only one proper to 
ufe in unguents for the gout. On his part, he infifted on the contrary, and affumed 
that with this matter he was much better acquainted than me: I gn my part,’ was 
obftinate, and maintained my opinion as long as I thought neceflary to encourage his 
mifconception as to my real objects, and at laft I gave up to him, promifing to follow 
his advice ; there was, no doubt, abundant field for laughter in the folly and impu- 
dence of this ignorant chap; but I had {pecial reafon for keeping my countenance, and 


merely ftored on the occafion this obfervation: that 
conceit, are conftant companions, 


ignorance, filly pride, and felf- 


‘Larrived at La Punta about ten o'clock, The Spaniards and Indians, all’ in their 
holiday cloaths, were flocking hither from every part of the country. It happened 
to be the feltival of the Holy Sacrament ; the moft folemn of all in Spain. They 
were about to begin the proceffion in the fquare planted with plumeria, a fpecies of 


jeffamine, with flowers of a yellow, red, white, nay 
I repaired thither, and found there had been a gallery 


of almoft all thades of colours. 
of verdure conftructed by means 


of the leaves of plantains, through which the proceffion advanced. I made one in it, 
and afterwards went to breakfaft with my former hoftefs. 2 

‘At her houfe I found an Indian atcalde, whom I recognized by his black ftaff, the 
diftinguifhing mark of his office. I begged of him to obtain horfes for me, but not- - 
with(tanding the moft diligent fearch, there were none to be had. Why, faid he, do~ 


not the fame horfes: take you forward to Calabaca? 


Why did not the aitalde of San 


Severo, give fuch orders to the negro who brought you hither? 1 had no time to 
anfwer 3 a {core of Indian voices remarked, ob ’é fu nacion : Their infinuaion was, that 


the alcalde himfelf being a negro, favoured thofe of 


his own country. “After this, I 


was enabled to, obtain a hearing. I reprefented that though I had offered fix reals 


to the alcalde of San Severo, as an in 


ducement for him to procure horfes for me as far 


as Calabaca, neither my money nor my entreaties were of any avail, At thefe words 
my Indian knits his brow, fends for the topith, and commands.him to carry me forward 


- to Calabaca. ‘The people applaud the determination, delighted at feeing a negro 


unifhed. ‘The black however does not fo foon acknowledge defeat ; he aflerts that 
the alcalde has no jurifdiction over any but the inhabitants of his own diftri&, and 


that, for his part, belonging to another, he was by no 


means under his controu!, The 


countenance of the alcalde at this afforded an admirable fight; his looks denoted 
pation, and could his eyes have darted lightning, they would have ftruck the negro 
10 
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to.the-earth, Come: with me Senor, faid he, taking me by the hand, we fhall let 
fais feoundrel fee (this picaro) whether or no my orders go for ought, while he is in 
my jurifdition. He then led me to the houfe of the lieutenant of the alcalde-mayor, 

’ whither. he ordered the negro to follow, and was accompanied by all the crowd. 
While the alcalée was ‘making his report, I drew the reétor afide,” ard after making 
him my friend, by propofing to him to give me change for feme gold, of which he 
appeared to me very covetous, I entreated him to intereft himfelf inthe matter : this 
he promifed me, and drawing the lieutenant on one fide, he pointed ont to him, with 
much energy, that the ordonnances of the King of Spain are precife, in direCting 
officers to render afliftance and fervice to all travellers, and that there are no injunctions 
which ought to be more rigidly enforced. ‘This remonftrance had the defired effe@ A 

- the lieutenant enquired how many horfes I wanted, whither I was going, and what I 
offered? I faw the bent of thefe very judicious queftions, and that my anfwer would 
fhortly occafion a decifion. I therefore ftated, that I wanted five horfes for Calabaca, 
feven leagues diftant, and that I was willing to pay nine piafters. My offer appeared 
fo handfome, that it excited a general burft of admiration. ‘The audience raifed their 
hands to heaven, looked at each other, and finifhed by murmuring at the obitinacy of 
the negro, who ftill made obje@tion to going farther. The alcalde, however, threat. 
ening to caft him into prifon, and caufe me to be forwarded ‘by another topith, he at_ 
Jength agreed, and withdrew, purfued by the hootings’ard hiffes of the Indians, 
This, however, was not all ; the lieutenant caufed him to be brought back, and re- 
quefted me, in his prefence, if any injury or ill conduét was fhewn towards me on the 
road, to advife him of it immediately. ‘The recommendation was applauded, and 
drew: forth frefh hootings of the infolent topith. ‘This feene convinced me of the truth 
of what I had read m the work of the Abbé Raynal, refpecting the jealoufy and 
arimofity fubfilting between the Indians and negroes in this country. 

I departed from La Punta at two in the afternoon, and had to travel feven tedious 
leagues by a very bad road. he unfortunate negro, defirous of fhortening the way, 
lengthened our journey itill one league more, for after reaching a ford, in a river 
which empties itfelf into the Rio de la Punta, he found it impaffable, and we were 
confequently obliged to return. Above the junction of the two rivers, I again noticed 
the frightful paflage over the wretched bridge, and the tremendous. fofle in the rock 

-through which this deep and rapid river glides, foaring-im rhany a curve. After 
crofling this bridge, we proceeded at full gallop over the favannahs of the plain on 
which we entered., I had fomé words with the negro; bur as I affumed a commanding 
tone, he was foon calm, and in fpite of all the torrent beds (arroyas}, we reached 
Monte Calabaca by eight o’clock in the evening. i 

~ I loft a mified quadruple from my purfe on this ftage it had, no doubt, got out 
of my purfg into the waiftcoat pocket, and thence through fome opening had fallen on 
the plain of fand we had now entered upon, | regretted it, as it was loft to every 
body. .Alas! faid I to myfelf, were it not far better I had given it to the beautiful 
Indian of Oriffava, or rather, to the kind and worthy family I had feen at-Aquulfingo, 
At the village of Calabaca I again beheld my old fox of a hoft, much aftoniffied at 
. feeing me, whom he had obferved going on foot, return on hhorfeback, and with fuch 
atrain. Latked for horfes, which at firft he told me it was impoffiblg to procure, that 
there were none, that none were at hand. He ufed many other contradiétory and 
frivolous excufes for not fupplying me. ‘The end-of all this 1 faw plainly was only 
extortion, and at length I obtained whatd- wanted 5-though for fix horfes to Vera Cruz, 
5 a diftance 
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a-diffance of eighteen leagues, he exacted no lefs than twenty dollars. The horfes, 
indeed were:excellent. ean aan 

Before I left the place I caft a glance about me. The whole landfcape was changed 
in the interval of afortnight. ‘The rains that had fallen, in liewof barrennefs and per~- 
fe&t- nudity, hac o¢cafioned the difplay of the moft charming and lively verdure. The 
whole green carpet before me, and every fhrub, were enamelled with flowers, -~while 
innumerable birds gave, by their pleafing notes, a charming animation to nature. 1 
here purchafed g neft of fix beautiful green parroquets, with blue wings, no larger 


‘than fparrows. I brought them in fafety to Vera Cruz, in a calabath fufpended 


from my faddle, but they perifhed at fea. 

We travelled the firft ftage. at a brifk rate, and reached the miferable rancho of the 
old and ugly negrefs, at which I had halted on leaving Vera Cruz. Fatigued, har: 
rafled, and half-dying with hunger, -} entreated of her four eggs that I faw; but fhe 
would fpare me only two. She had brandy, but no wine, fo that [made myfelf a kind 
of lemonade. ‘This was all I could get for my forry dinner. 

As an additional vexation, I was fubjeéted to a thoufand ridiculous queftions from 
this talkative and impertinent woman, and to raillery fuch as were admiflible only from. 
an equal. I was nearly out of patience with her, but rightly reckoned that contempt 
was the only return due from me to fuch a creature. : 

Itook much pains, in courfe.of my long excurfion, in examining the character of 


“the Africans and Americans, and marked diftin@ions highly favourable to the latter, 


notwithftanding their nearly fimilar condition in life under the dominion of Spain. 

The African conftantly appeared'to me to be proud, paflionate, vindidtive, and 
effeminate, bafe, and intolerably idle. ‘The Mexican, on the contrary, is phlegmatic, 
mild, and fubmiffive, faithful and laborious. His humility is in no refpedt allied to 
meannefs. The negra is humble from fear alone, the Indian from refleCtion, and 
oftentimes from attachment, for he is truly as partial to Spaniards as abhorrent of 
negroes. With the former he frequently intermarries, but never with the latter- 
The negroes are {pies over the condué of the Indians, and in their charges are almoft 
always calumniators,: either with a with of flattering their mafters, or from jealoufy of . 
their fellow-fervants: fimilar to thofe dogs which guard the weak ard timid flock, 
they avenge themfelves for the fufferings they endure from their mafter on thofe fub- 
ject to their vengeance, and frequently tear them to pieces. s 

The Americans have that natural benignity of foul which makes them prepoffeffing in- 
their manners, and -hefpitable to every one. I met on my way witha thoufand Indians : 
their falute was made when yet at a diftance: their gratulation always, uttered un- 
affectedly, at the very inftant of our meeting ; and how thankful ought Ihot to be for 
the conftantly kind reception I experienced from them. For the negroes, fearcely 
would they deign to bow on my pafling ; and at the laft place that I halted at, and 
elfewhere, how did I prove their want of complaifance to travellers. ‘The firft in fol- 
lowing their employments, ftray ten and even fifteen leagues from.their hamlefs, and 
carry enormous loads ; but never did I meet a fingle negro .on foot, or carrying the 
lghteft burthen. 


‘The dream of certain authors that the liberty of America will be the inftitution of a 


* megro,,is furely chimepical. Liberty is indeed. a:blefling, by whatever hand.beltowed ; 


but, that an African, a-voluntary flave, a man of the moft depraved nature, the featf 
even of his equals, and thrown like the-foam of the fea on the fhores of America, — 
that fuch a vile, wicked, and cowardly people, fhould appreciate juftly the value of 

~ liberty, 


846 “BE MEN@NVILLE’S TRAVELS TO GUAXACA, 


liberty, and fo far lofe their known illiberality as to fhare its Benefits with. their 
“mafters, is what cannot be expetted. No; fhould a revolution happen, I can far- 
more veadily believe it will proceed from a people, mild indeed, but endowed with 
Yenfe; a people who, ftill occupy the foil on which their anceftors lived free, 
who ftill hold this tradition, and whofe temper, foured at laft bythe indignities to 
whick they are fubject, may break their yoke in pieces, and difdain their forced 
fubjection. The negro byno means poilelies that energy of mind, nor that love for 
his country, which are the origin of great enterprizes ; his heart, eflentially corrupt, 
and daftardized by intereft and debauchery, is incapable of fublime feeling, ‘as his foul 
of grand conceptions. ‘True bravery exilts only in the worthy foul; and who can 
boait a more noble foul, one confequently fufceptible of real courage, than the inha- 
bitant of America; fo little yet removed from the priftine ftate of nature? Let then 
the Indian unfold the banners of freedom. This profpeét moft delights me. This is 
my view of futurity. 

After thefe reflections, fuggelted to me by circumftances, I reverted to thofe which 
more immediately affected myfelf. I had ample room for congratulating myfelf at 
having reached the laft day of a journey: fo interefting, and at feeing it thus crowned 
with the moft complete fuccefs, defpite of two viceroys, fix governors, thirty alcaldes, 
and twelve hundred cuftoms-guards; ftill, in midft of my felf-gratulation, two 
guawing worms interrupted the perfeétnefs of my happinefs, and conftantly tormented~ 
me; in the firft place, I was not yet clear of the perquifitions of the governor of 
Wera Cruz, and I dreaded his reproaches, if he fhould come to the knowledge that, 
in fpite of his orders, I had exceeded the limits of the jurifdiGion of the city he 
governed. I was precifely in the condition of the trufnt, who fneaks into his father’s 
houfe after a holiday he has been making, while his parents thought him at fchool. 

- On the other hand, whatever reliance I placed on Spanith dilatorinefs, I trembled left 
I fhould not arrive before the departure of the two fhips deftined for the Havannah, in 
the forward part of June, and by which I reckoned upon returning. That I might fo 
do, had been the ‘motive for my haftening my departure from Guaxaca, and making 
fuch [peed on my way ; and on this head I had verily no occafion to reproach myfelf, 
for I had ufed she utmoft diligence. . 

By four in the evening we arrived at Rio de Jamapa. Though this river was greatly 

~ fwollen, we were affured it was paffable. The Indian, my pate went before; ina 
-little time the water was up to.our faddle-bows, Moft luckily, I had conftantly had 
my boxes packed very high, but for which all my treafures had been loft; for us 
ourfelves the rifk we ran was imminent. This was no longer the broad and tranquil 
ftream but taoree feet deep which I had paffed before in a boat, but a rapid river, 
. whofe impetious current bore every thing before it, and which was more than fix 
hundred yards over ; befides the oblique line which its rapidity forced us to take, we 
were moreover obliged to make an angle, in order to ford it, and reach the proper 
place of landing I found all my exertion requifite in keeping myfelf fteady on my 
horfe, which trembled with dread beneath me, and all my courage. not to be intimi- 


dated at the fight of our danger. I found it utterly impoffible to look at the current , 


without being dizzy, fo much fo, indeed, as almoft to lofe my feat. Our horfes, 
feeling their way at every ftep, were twenty minutes in relieving us from the frightful 
fears we endured throughout this dangerous paflage. It was certainlf the moft perilous 
fituation 1 ever was placed in in my life, and were a million offered, I would not have 
yentured to return to the other fide, .On landing, I was pale and faint, and needed a 
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draught of brandy-to bring me to myfelf. Three hundred paces from wHere.we lgnded. 
we faw a cabin at which we fhould have made the fhore but for the depth ana exa% 
treme rapidity of the flood. Le ; 

Night overtook-us at two leagues from Vera Cruz. It was unfortunate for us not to~ 
be able to reack that city, but to attempt ic would be running the rifk of lofing ours. 
felves in acountry where the tracks made in the fand one day are effaced by the vinds 
on thenext; morgover, our horfes were exceeingly tired; and after all we fhould have 
found the gates of the city fhut. ; 

‘We were therefore forced to ftop, and halted for the night by the fide of a caravan, 
confifting of three hundred mules. I had before met with fimilar caravans, and at firft 
conceived, as may be gathered from my narrative, a very high opinion of the population 
and commerce of the country; but I have fince, on weighing thefe circumf{tances more 
maturely, been convinced ofthe contrary, and that, compared with the confumption and’ 
commerce of the whole of Mexico, the number of mulesis far from great. During my 
flay at Vera Cruz, I faw more than ten thoufand miules loaded there; but then 
it muft be confidered that the exportation and import of a country four times as large; 
though not a twentieth part fo populous as France, is all carried on at this one port'r 
that thefe animals convey the produce of the whole.of the north of Mexico, Vera Cruz, 
Guaxaca, and Guatimala, 4 gorge between the mountains of more than five hundred 
leagues in length ; and that the returns brought by them are either of great bulk, or 
very heavy, for example, wine, oil, iron, &c.; nor is this all, though the common 
load of the Mexican mules is from five to fix hundred weight, itis not the lefs true that 
thirty, or even forty of them,’ on account of the neceffity of relays for fhifting the loads, 
fcarcely carry as much as one of our broad-wheel waggons, fuch as are ufed between 
Nantz and Strafburg, and which carry twelve thoufand weight; after this c8mputa. 
tion, fix of fuch waggons in reality effect as much as two hundred mules, though they 
make a far lefs confpicuous appearance: to thefe confiderations, let there be added 
that thefe numerous caravans are only feen every other year when the galeons are off- 
the coaft, and then we fhall be enabled to appreciate at their juft value this pompous 
and impofing difplay of mules and muleteers. 

We hoped to meet with fome fupply of food from thefe muleteers, for we were 
utterly deftitutc of provifion, having reckoned for certain on reaching Vera Cruz. I 
therefore entreated them to fell me fome of their thin cakes of maize, but this they 
flatly refufet:; however, a few moments after, they brought me a difh of beans, and - 
fome maize, prepared'in:a manner I had never feen before: they take the fineft part uf 
the flour of this grain, after fifting it, which is formed intoa puff pafte, and they after- 
wards bake it in the fame manner as bifcuit. ‘They thus make chippings: of white 
bread, which are eaten in pieces, and are really both very good and wholefome, but 
require long maftication, as they are very dry and hard, The prefent of the muleteers 
I fhared with my topith. . _ 

I opened all my cafes, in the fame manner I had done the day before,. to give air ta 
my cochineals.. After this I was anxious for reft; but in vaig did the cool of night 

- combine with fatigue to clofe my eyelids, a cloud of gnats hovering conftantly about 

prevented the gentle influence of the poppies. of Morpheus. How vexatiots, how 

* tormentingly vexatiousethe ftruggle between exhaufted nature: and. the continual buz 

of myriads of winged adders, now alarmed with their hum, and as often with a ftinga: 

a fting, the pain of which, of long duration, and fevere,. ceafes only to be fucceeded 

by a terrible itching, which nothing alleviates, and which is only the more encreafed. 
by fcratching, till bathed in blood; fcratches, indeed, are often followed ay dangerr 
2 . ous + 
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-ous ulcers. Ever fummoned and ftill ever driven away, my difturbed flumberg were 
“to me a real torture, and at the clofe of night, I found myfelf ftill more weary than if 
I had-paffed a whole week in: the moft exhaufting labour. x 
At length I faw on the horizon the brilliant ftar of the thip Argos, and concluding 
thence it was two o’clock, we departed. 8 
We arrived at Vera Cruz, at the gate of Oriffava, before day-break. I was in a 
condition fo little fit to be feen, that I thought it beft to go and change my drefs be- 
fore I entered the city. Leaving, therefore, the ‘Indian to take care of my trunks, I 
{caled the walls, entered my lodgings, where I found every thing as Thad left ic; dreffed 
myfelf in a decent manner, and repaired to the gate of Oriffava, which was then open- 
ing. Iwasa little furprifed and fomewhat terrified at not finding nee my horfes ; 
but I learnt that, there being no officers at that gate, they had beep taKen to that of 
Mexico, I ran through the town thither, and reached it at the inftant of their making 
their approach. The guards wifhed to fend me to the cuftoms houfe, which did not 
open before eight o’clock: I inftantly felt all the inéonvenience confequent on tra- 
verfing the city, and expofing my prize to the looks of every one, and fhuddered at 
the thought: I therefore faw no better expedient of difembarrailing myfelf than 
tickling the natural vanity of the Spaniards. What, faid I to the chief clerk, do you 
then fo foon forget the French phyfician ? and is it pofftble you could with to make 
him kick his heels in attendance like a footman, for the fpace of four hours? Befides} 
are you fuch novices? Cannot you yourfelves make the requifite examination? You 
cannot be fuch geefe but know your bufinefs, and how to’att without advice. Do but 
look, what I bring is nothing but herbs, nothing byt botanical collections; and as I 
fpeke, I opened my boxes. They were not difpofed to take the trouble of examining 
more tflan two, and the only things to which my good folks took exception were the 
fticks which fupported my nopals: they fancied thefe muft needs be fome precious 
wood, and enquired its name of me. I found ‘it no difficult matter to invent one, and 
-I obtained my difiniffion. Vay u/ted con Dios, Pafs in Géd’s name, was all they faid. 
I did not require twice bidding, but foon reached my own home. : 
‘There was nobody yet up in the houfe, not a foul ftirring in the ftreet, and every 
thing was plaeed fecure in my apartment without a fingle perfon obferving me. 
I had now attained my withes, and my fatisfaétion was rarer expedition was 
complete, and in the fhort fpace of twenty days, the half ef one-of which had been 
~ ufelefsly fpent. I had alfo ftopped two days at Guaxaca; fo that I had travelled in 
ffxteen days [ had journeyed two hundred and forty leagues, of which forty on foot, 
aver roads fo bad as often to be almoft impafflable, under a burning fun, in a wretched 
country, witnout refources, and among people of whofe language I was ignorant; in a 
country, in fhort, where I was deftitute of a protector, or any connections, and where 
every publjc officer from his ftation ought to be inimical to me; to have effected, 
under {uch circumftances, fo long and tirefome a journey, without illnefs, and without 
accident, was a matter fo extraordinary, fo lucky, that I {carcely was. ablé to perfuade 
myfelf of its reality. ~ ; 
In order to fecure my felicity, and more fully enjoy my thoughts, I refolved on fhut. 
ting mycelf up, and not going out the whole of the day. : 
After breakfaft I fent out for fome mould, in’ which’ t6 plant iny nopals, which I had 
taken out of the cafes, and expofed to the air. I found they had fuftained fome trivial 
injury from rubbing, but this was inconfequential ; and all confidered, I had no room 
to complain. I put the nopals into my bed-room, the moft retired of my apartments ; 
as for the vanilla and other plants, they were oltentatioufly expofed in the hall, in 


fléry with little embel 
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order to attra& the attention of thofe individuals, from whom I muft fieceff-rily Se. 

ceive vifits, : ; . 
However great my fatisfaGtion (and when is it ever perfett ?) I could not difguife from 

myfélf the reverfe of the pi@ure. My return by fea to St. Domingo was adventurous, 


_ but my chief embarrafiment was how to get my treafure on boara at Vera Cruz, in 
’ confpectu omnium, in the face of all Ifrael; and then the fecond gauntlet I had to run 


at the Havannah, where I prefumed I fhould have to touch; for tochow many acci- 
dents and inconveniences mutt | not be fubjeét, if in the crowd of inquifitive {pe€tators I 
muft encounter, there fhould happen to be but one of them malevolent ? 

I was moreover anxioufly difquieted about the means of fixing my plants on board 


‘fhip in fuch manner that they might be leaft liable to harm; however, after forming 


one general plan, J afterwards made a point to difmifs the care of particulars till time 
fhould require their adoption. 

Following this rule, the firft thing which claimed attention was my paffage. Before 
my departure, I had been prefented to the Marquis of Hariffon, then two months at Vera 
Cruz, who had arrived with a cargo of wines, and who, on going to the Havannah, 
was anxious to have a Frenchman for his companion: he had accepted of me, and we 
had agreed to treat for my paflage in three weeks from the time of our converfation. 
Tarrived in good time therefore, and propofed vifiting him that very evening, for the 
purpofe of learning what day he meant to fail: at dufk therefore I went out, calling 
firft on my friends the engineers, who I knew would not be at home, in order to gather 
from the fervants how the land laid. Thefe good folks were delighted to fee me ; and 
py their attentions, I emanad judged that no eae had taken place in their mafters 
with refpeét to me. They informed me, that I was ftill conjectured to be at -La Mede- 
lina, employed in botanizing and enjoying the baths. I next vifited the general of the 
fleet, under like certainty of not meeting with him ; my furprize, on this cccafion, was 
of the moft pleafing kind, when I was informed by his major-domo, that Don Antonio 
Uloa was at Mexico. This incident was the more favourable, owing to the conitant 
vifits I received from this inquifitive gentleman, who would have examined every thing, 
and infallibly have difcovered what 1 wifhed to conceal. I have had confirmation of 
my being fuppofed at La Medélina. It was indeed known that I had brought back 
cafes with me full of plants; but if nothing further was fufpected, of what concern 
to me was this ? ; ; i 

I returned home to fupper, therefore, perfe€tly tranquillized. I-had here.my 
mattreffes, pillow, and white fheets, which I found the more delightful from having 
long been ill-accuftomed to a good lodging and comfortable repofe~ There is, in 
truth, nothing like privations to teach one the real value of comfort. ~ 

The next morning, after a refrefhing night’s reft, I rofe, and was drefling myflf to” 
call on Mr. Hariffon, when Mr. Ferfen entered. So, fo, my little libertine, faid he 
to me, you have not been all this time at Medelina, of that I may fafety wager? 
Confefs now, faid he fmiling, that Iam not wrong in my conjecturee. I wihhed firft 
to learn if the governor had mentioned me, and was informed that, in anfwer to inter- 
rogations twice made at his table, he had been told thet I was ftill at Medelina: upon 
hearing this, I made,him partially acquainted with my journey, telling him that in my - 
excurfions I hi been infenfibly attracted by my curiofity as far as thé volcano of 
Oriffava : he was all aftonifhment at my having been able to go fo far in the time, and 
folicited a detail of me expedition. I found it mo difficult matter to vamp up a 

ifhments, and fuited to the fpots I had feen, but of which I 
placed the fcene between Wera Cruz and Oriffava. I afterwards fhewed him, with an 
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a'r of triumph, all my plants. Why what the deuce will you do with all thefe? faid he 

jceringly. I let him enjoy his laugh ; but I had my turn, for he, having entered my 
bed-room, faw my nopals there; and no more, for knowing nothing of the cochineal 

infed, he paid them no attention ; 1 therefore laughed in my fleeve. Confefs, however, 

added-he, that you have had the fight of a moft beautiful country. * Y@s, retorted I, 
and aliS a moft wretched one. With this he agreed ; and on my noticing with aftonifh- 
ment the fearc'ty of cultivation and inhabitants 1 had remarked, he enhanced my 

wonder exceedingly by informing me that from Panama, on the. fouth-weft, ‘to 

California and Sonora, on the north-weft, and from Carthagena to the Miffiffipi, em- 

bracing a furface of two millions of fquare leagues, the enumeration of the inhabitants 
does not exceed a million, including’ not only all the Spaniards, but likewife Indians, 
mixed breeds, (sctis) and negrocs. 

M. de Ferfen likewife informed me, that M. de Hariffon would not fail for a month 
to come, when he left me, inviting me to dine with him: I promifed him I would 5 
but in the interval I wifhed to find out a carpenter, to order different cafes for my 
plants, and concert with him on the beft mode of conftruéting them with fecurity to. 
bear the rolling of the fhip. Having planned all this, 1 ordered fixteen boxes of 
twenty inches long, ten broad, and fix deep, for each of which I was to give him two 
reals. I likewife wanted two large chefts to hold them, but for thefe he afked me ; 
ninety-five livres of the money of our iflands, for each. The grofsnefs of the {um 
difpleafed me, and I thought no farther on the matter, till, in croffing the market, I 
faw ina carricr’s fhop, two large trunks, which ferved him for locking up his goods 
at night; thefe I purchafed for eight dollars a-piecg, and I found them larger than 
ilole I had intended, made of good afh plank, wat bound with iron, and with good 
ocks, : 

*One effontial matter thus complete, I began to think of my departure. I went to 
my cook’s, and learnt there with inexpreffible delight, that D. was about to fail that 
very week for Guarico: (thus the Spaniards denominate Cape Francois). All that 
was wanting now was to agree with the captain ; but this was what gave me fome un- 
eafinefs, on account of the poffibility of fome inveteracy he’ might entertain againft 
me, upon the flowing occafion: at the hotel of Mexico, I had been a near neigh« 
bour of his, and he had oftentimes intruded upon me at thofe moments which were 
“the only ones I could dedicate to ftudy ; but what even more than this had made me 
averfe oe him was his common practice of fpeaking on religion and politics, of de 
claiming againft the fanaticifm of his countrymen, and extolling to the fkics Voltaire 
and other authors, who have the moft freely written on thefe fubjects: ‘This at the 
firft only made me look on him as an eccentric Tharaéter; but it afterwards originated 

=a Jufpicion of his being a fpy, who only meant to pump my fentiments : on this I cut 
him quite tort, by obferving that it by no means fuited his ftation to meddle with 
affairs which naturally pertained to the civil and ecclefiaftical powers, to whofe impe- 
rative decifions and fuperior intelligence it were better he fhould fubmit. 

T was fearful left whe-E needed him he might retain refentment at my haftinefs. 
Twas at the time unacquainted, with the crcumlbscice of his being on intimate terms 
with. the fady of the late intendant, and that the had infpiréd him with that good-will 
towards me which I had fo conftantly experienced in herfelf: of the good effect of this 
I Ind {oon the moi ample proof. ; 

On my very fir enquiry if he would take meas a paffenger on board his veffel, he 
anfwercd, without the leaft hefitation, that he would with the greatelt pleafure; and 
when, on my agrecing to accompany hit, whatever courle he might fleer, I enqaiea 

3 what 
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what I fhould payShim for my paflage? Nothing, fir, was his reply. He afterwards 
aiked me, if I was aware of his aétual deftination? and on my informing him of ny ful 
picion of its being to Cape Francois, he acknowledged it-was, and on this head enjoined 
fecrecy ; this I falemnly vowed, and again adverted to the price for my paflage 5 but 
he would lifter to- nothing on”this head, and leaving me, begged me to have every 
thing ready by the next Wednelday. His liberal demeanor affected me ;_yet, ftill not 
having altogether difmiffed the prepoffeffion againft him which had haunted my mind, 
I feared. le(t the circumftance of his giving me a free paflage might engage him to treat 
me, or what waS more confequent with me, my plants, with lefs attention : in order 
therefore to come to a clearer underftanding, and conclude our agreement, I conducted 
him to the ice-houfe, where I propofed to treat him with creams, but this he would 
not fuffer; in fhort, all I could obtain from him was that I fhould have allowance to 
put on board fome refrefhments; in confequence, I thipped in his veffel fixty bottles 
of wine, fifty fowls, &c. &c. ; and as early as Tuefday embarked all my effects, my 
nopals only excepted. 

While this was pafling, my {mall cafe¢ were in hand : when completed, I found that 
eight of them readily entered, but exaétly filled each of my large chefts. ' I afterwards 
planted in each cafe four large plants of the nopal, covered with living cochineal, be- 
fides twenty leaves or articulations of nopal, juft taking root, which would form fo 

“many plants, without reckoning fixteen large ones, part of which had begun to root 5 int 
all nearly three hundred plants; with thefe I mingled a number of other plants of wild 
‘cactus, ion Vera Cruz; upon which, on my return from Guaxaca, I had feen and 
recognized the fylvefter cochineal, without fuffering myfelf to be deceived, as I had 
been before by the caterpillar of the deftruétive moth, which Don Uloa miftook_for 
the cochineal infect itfelf. As for the plants of vanilla, I placed them, divided into 
pieces two or three feet long, in a dozen cafks and cafes, but fo intermingled with 
twenty other kinds of plants, that none but a botanift could have diftinguifhed the 
valuable ones from thofe which were not. I watered all my plants to complete fatuy 
ration, in order that they might want no water for fome time to come on board, and 
all being ready, I waited only the inftant for failing, the moments to which period were 
as tedious to me, and counted with as much impatience, as the intervening time which 
divides an expecting lover from the miftrefs on whom he doats. i 

I {pent the interval of my ftay in bidding adieu to all my acquaintance, but efpecially . 
Sefiora de Boutillos, who was returned from the country, for the celebration of the, 
nuptials of her daughter and the general of the fleet. She, as well as hey daughters, 
tendered their fervices in the moft obliging manner, and even teftified regret at my 
departure. In return, I withed them happinefs, and the profperity of theic family ; nor 
ever were wifhes more fincere. . - 

Meffrs. Duparquet and M. Ferfen were not forgotten ; I in like manner wifhed them 
every bleffing of life. ‘They pitied me much for having gathered fo lithe fruit from 
my expedition ; I thanked them for their commiferation, but was not fo candid as to 
undeceive them. ae 

_ What was moft irkfome to me was taking leave of the governor. I however pre- 
fented myfelf before him, for the purpofe of advifing him of my departure = intelli. 

- gence which occafionad him as much pleafure as I pretended regret, on anncuncing 
it to him, He atthe fame time enjoined me to acquaint him what hour 1 went on 
board, in order that he might be prefent at the entrance of the port, to take a depoti- 
tion on the occafion, in company with his fecretary. “This I promifed, but with fettled 
5Q227 _refolution 
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refolution to-the contrary, fo abfurd did fuch forms appear to me, aad fo humiliating 
far my“elf! "At bottom, however, it was a fubje& for laughter; his prefence un- 
doubtedly was for the purpofe of afcertaining that I bore off nothing with me, and, 
already were all my. effects on board. g 

I was folicitous of bearing away with me the letter of the viceroy of Mexico *. This 
was a curious piece, and had I obtained it, I fhould have fufpended it from my nopals 
asa trophy. ‘The governor had indeed promifed to give it.me; but, leaving him time 
for refleCtion, lie perhaps confidered that it would not much redound to the honour of 
his fuperior, and in confequence flatly refufed it; on my latt audience; I infifted upon 
it. You are very bold, faid he angrily ; but did you offer me a hundred thoufand. 
crowns, you fhould not have it. His pretended anger had no effect on me; I told him, 
therefore, that it was requifite for me that I thould poffefs the means of fatisfying my 
patron that I had not been at liberty to follow up my botanical refearches in the king. 
dom of Mexico; ftill however he remained obftinate; he even went fo far as to add 
that he would not give me the letter, though my patron were the King of France him- 
felf! The King of France, faid I, in a modeft manner but ftill with firmnefs, is as 
much the protector of his meaneft fubjeéts as the King of Spain can poflibly be of 
his, however elevated. When a crinfinal is banifhed, he receives the minutes of his. 
trial; and fhall I, who am free from crime, be treated lefs favourably? My boldnefs, 
pleafed him ; he did not indeed give up the objeét itfelf which I folicited, but he bes 
same calmer, and confented to notice in my paffport the order of the viceroy. 

He moreover withheld from me the paflport for Vera Cruz, given me by the Marquis, 
de la Tour, at the Havannah ; and I even fufpected that this was done for the purpofe 
of making it the bafe of a charge againft that excellent man, which occafioned me 
great uneafinefs, 

_ As for the letter of the viccroy, I, in good truth, cared little about it 3 at the fame 
time it gave me pleafure to have the governor fancy, as well as the reft, that 1 left 
the country much vexed at. not having penetrated the interior; as fuch an opinion 
tended to remove any fufpicion which might be entertained of the value of what I 
hore away. 

On, my return to my lodgings, I wrote a letter to Don Antonio Uloa, at Mexico 3 
it was in a complaining ftyle. I obferved, with refpe& to the refufal of the viceroy,, 

_affeQing a liberality, or rather, a fort of rhodomontade, that however vexed I might 
feel on the occafion, I fhould never place this circum{tance, or any exertion of mine, in 
the way of thofe Spaniards who might come to France for the ftudy of the arts and 
feiences; but, onthe contrary, if it refted with me, they fhould experience even 
more: indulgence than they had before been wont to enjoy, were it only to thew that a 
Frenchman has too lofty a fpirit to attend to trivial injuries. 

~ After this I fettled all my bills: in order to difchatge the whole of my debts, I 
found myfelf obliged not only. to difpofe of every article of furniture I.had bought at 
Vera Cruz, fuch as my bed, chairs, tables, &c. but alfo of my watch and ring, after 
which, and all paid, I found myfelf with only two gourds (dollars) remaining, a fum. 
which I reckoned would ubout cover the charges for going on board, Had 1 fought 
it, there is no doubt the pxrfe of fome one or other of my friends at Vera Graz, 


* It will be recolleGted, our author addreffed letters to the viceroy for pern*fffion to travel in that, 
kingdom : the anfwer, as is ftated, was unfavourable; and the fubitance of the letter is given in the early 
part of the narrative. Trans. : 
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would have been*open to me, but I thought fuch-a procedureheneath me, and 
adapted to create fufpicion of my individadl character, and that even. of the matio 
itfelf to which I belonged; I therefore preferred depriving myfelf of every, thing, 
and thus avoided poffible obloquy. : og 

Thad yet a fewedays to ftay, which I fpent in. vifiting and walking about: a finn 
gular proceffion, to which the delay of my departure enabled me to be a witnels, on: 
the oétave of Corpus Chrifti Day, was of too curious a defcription to_admit of my: 
paling it over in filence. : 

‘At the head of this proceffion were feen fix gigantic figures, in pafteboard, twenty: 
feet high, reprefenting a male and female Indian, a negro and negrefs, and a Spanifh 
man and woman, carried by fhoe-blacks, and dancing an allemande ; thefe were fuc- 
ceeded by a ftout fellow carrying a French figure made of ftraw, with a diftorted: 
haunch, and all its limbs out of joint ; this figure, which is fixed at the end of a. 
pole, as on a pivot, is made to move its limbs like the pafteboard harlequins of 
children, and its fomerfets and aukward motions are a fubje& of confiderable merri- 
ment to the Spanifh populace ; follow this harlequinade ten other fellows in the guile 
of fith, with each a blown bladder with peas in it, faftened to the end of a ftick, and 
with this they ftrike at random, right and left, whoever may be in their reach. Thefe 
porpoifes are precurfers of a whale, framed on a large waggon, which is moved along: 

~ by men beneath the exterior, reprefenting the whale: thefe men likewife occafionaly 
make the whale open and fhut its mouth, as if about to devour the filly fools afraid: 
of it; after thefe, the different brotherhoods and religious orders, each with the image 
of their founder, in filver, ‘carried on a platform by fix men, march in regular order : 
the refidue of the proceffion prefented nothing extraordinary. ra 

I remarked another religious practice at Vera Cruz, which will not appear lefs 
fingular : when the facrament of the wafer is carried to the fick, it is taken in a coach, 

magnificently gilt, and adorned with plate glafs in the fame manner as the carriages 

of flate of fovereign princes ; it is drawn by mules, four a-breatt, which go a foot 
pace; at each of the angles of the imperial is a lamp: the perfon who carries the 
wafer fits at the extremity of the coach, in a {pecies of niche, purpofely made for him; 
oppofite is a prieft, his ag be to drive away the flies, that the perfon who carries 
the facrament may not leave his hold of the pix which he carries in his two hands. 
The coachman wears a great coat of fcarlet, with filver lace and filver buttons, like our 
vergers at Paris. At the doors are two grenadiers, and two miquelets, and behind. 
the coach ‘is followed by. double baffes, bafoons, violins, guitars, and ther infteu- 
ments, efcorted by a crowd’ of people: during the procetlion, the great bell of the 
church is founded gently. = : 

At laft, Wednefday arrived, the day on which I had to embark. I wes not without 

- fome dread, and, in real truth, this appeared to me the decifive day. At day-break I~ 
caufed all my cafes of plants, as well as all my empty boxes, /cries longs/fima rerum, 
to be carried from my lodgings, and every thing before fix had reached the gate of 
the quay. I computed that at this hour the idle would be ygt afleep, that the foldiers 
and officers, tired with the night-guard, would be at reft in their hammocks, and that 
all unoccupied and inquifitive at the market: my conjéttures were well founded, for 
if a few failors be exoepted, three or four officers, and the guard, I met, with very ~ 
few in the ftreets. I reached the port, followed by thirty porters, hired a boat, and 
returning to the quay, caufed my cafes, filled with earth, to be placed on the ground 
before the fearchers: thus far, all went on very wefl; but in a few minutes, foldiers, 
failors, and trades-people all rufhed forwards % fee the plants which, the French 

- . botanift 
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botanift was bearing away. The officer of the guard compliménted me.on my 
refearches and colleétion of herbs ; the fearchers admired them in ftupid aftonifhment, 
but at the fame time were fo civil as not to found any of the cafes, though they might 
have done fo without injuring any of my plants; and the head of the office, fatished 
with my readinefs to fuffer‘ examination, told me I might pafs on 4 is a certain 
matter, that I had it in my power to defraud the King of his dues, and might have 
carried away in gold to the amount of a. million, ora dozen talegas ; but I was fo well 
known, that no one fulpected my being capable of fuch bafenefs. I, -however, made 
hafte to get away with my things, left fome one more enlightened fhould play me, 
either unintentionally or from defign, fome feurvy trick or other. ‘The whole of my 
goods being now in the boat, it put off, and I followed it, when I placed the cafes 
in the chefts, which I locked, and caufed to be fecurely faftened on the deck. I 
recommended the failors to be careful of them, and, .as an entrance fec on coming on 
board, prefented them with a couple of gourds, which, for the purpofe, I borrowed of 
the captain. ; : 

I returned now on fhore to annotince to the governor that I fhould go on board 
at eight o’clock ; I could not fee him, but held my promifé effected, and never fet 
foot in his houfe again: we did not, however, fail till feveral days after, which gave 
me much uneafinefs ; my plants, fhut up-as they were, neceflarily fuftering greatly. I 
had, indeed, at each fide of the chefts caufed four holes to be made of tour inches 
Tquare, that I might be provided againft {tormy weather, when I fhoutd hot be able 


to open the chefts, and I went on board twice every day in order to give them air 5. 


fill, that I hould be obliged to be feparated from my dear plants, to fleep away from 
them as I did for three nights, this occafioned me indefcribable torment, and never 
certainly could a mifer feel more pain from the fear of lofing his gold: the different 
trips on thefe three days coft me three piafters, which made the whole I was indebted 
to the captain, five; to acquit mylelf of this debt, I fold fome very beautiful fleeve 
buttons, and this done, found myfelf poor as Bias. 

At length, even Spanith dilatorinefs feemed near its end; the captain {wore he 
would weigh anchor on Saturday. 

That day I went on board, according to cuftom, to give air to my plants at five 
o’clock in the morning. The captain’s boat came on board, to direét the pilot to 
weigh anchor. Imagining now his promife would be fulfilled, 1 put on board the reft 
of my things; but after waiting for the captain in vain till three in the afternoon, I 
gave up hope. of failing that day: this night, however, I flept on board. 

On Sunday the’ neceflity of attending mafs again delayed us. I went on fhore, 
and took a laf. farewell of Mr. Ferfen. I brought back with me on board likewife five 
or fix cafes of*mould, in order to give more room to my jalap and vanilla plants. 

“ 8th Junerz77. At length, by eleven o’clock, we quitted the port, faluting the 
caftle and the captain of the port’ with one gun, and feven ‘times exclaiming, viva el 
Ré, to which falute the, captain’s fhip anfwered by one exclamation only. The 
weather owas fint; we had.a light breeze, and the log fhewed five knots. When a 
league from the‘city, we perceived a boat making after us, which was foon alongfide. 
On firft diftinguithing it, I had7again, as at the Havannah, the weaknefs to fancy, that I 

“ was the object of its purfuit. 1 conceived, with-fome appearanre of reafon, that the 
governor, piqued at my having avoided the procés verbal which he méant to draw up 
on my departure, had fent an order for me to be put again on fhore, I was, how- 
ever, foon undeceived, and faw that it came merely to bring a man on board who had 


failed of being ready at the time of the laft boat putting off; but this gave me an, 


oppor= 
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opportunity of Jetening a curious circumftanee, which was, that -on. the captain’s 
waiting on the governor to receive his orders Yor Campeachy, the latter made inquiry. 
if I was on board, and exacted a receipt from the capjain for my body: he [ikewile 
enquired if 1 feemed very melancholy ; to which queftion the captain anfwered in thg 
affirmative. Ig will be readily*conjeétured that this little narrative amufed me greatly. 
The whole of the bay abounds th excellent fith. ‘ 

gth June. ‘The night has been dreadful; ftorms of thunder and lightning’ and 
torrents of rain féemed to threaten a fecond deluge; ftill, we had little wind, and the 
fhip rolled drea¢fully. 

In the morning; I had a very interefting converfation with the captain of the thip, 
with whom it was now plain I fhould have every reafon to be fatisfied. 

As obferving me giving air to my plants, I have found you out, faid he to me in a 
low tone of voice ; you moft affuredly are not about to tranfport this cochineal to your 
own country, but with a view of naturalizing it there? The liberality he had fhewn to- 
wards me, the frank manner of his accoft, determined me on confeffing to him that 
which it was now of no fervice to deny ; nor had I any room to repent my confidence, 
but, on the contrary, by his affiftance, perfeétly cajoled the failors, who, as well.as the 
captain, ftood near me, and one of whom, more cunning than the reft, had taken one 
of the infe€ts, and crufhed it on a white deal board, and obferving the purple hue 

eit gave, cried out to his fellows, why, this is cochineal, and cochineal is contraband. 
To'divert them from the idea they might elfe entertain on this fubjeCt, the captain and 
myfelf planned a thort fcene, which played off ferioufly before them, eftranged their 
fancies a hundred leagues from the track they were taking. One afternoon, the 
captain being on deck, with his officers and moft of the feamen, afked me in a grave 
and inquifitive manner, what I meant to do with all thofe plants? They aré, faid 1, in 
as candid and eafy a manner as I was capable of affuming, they are intended for a pre- 
paration, a remedy. A eer f for what complaint? For the gout? Indeed, and 
pray what is the procefs of making it? Why, this; the nopals, cochineal, vanilla and 
jalap are pounded together in a filver mortar; the mixture is afterwards boiled ; the 
expreffed juice, in proportion of an ounce at a time, is adminiftered to the patient in- 
ternally, and of the mark a cataplafm is formed which is applied to the feet. And are 
there no other ingredients in the prefcription? At this I feemed loth to tell the whole 
fecret ; I, however, acknowledged that the balm of Mecca was a component, incenfe, | 
gold duit, -leaf filver, (and, in a half whifper, but loud enough to be heard without, 
difficulty) fome bleffed dint, which had touched the relics of Santo Torribia; this, with 
a few Latin words I intermingled in my anfwers, rendered my receipt exceedingly 
refpeétable in the minds of my auditors. Never indeed was nonfenfe lifened to with 
more attention, and the bamboozled failors as well were convinced of the-purity of my 
intentions, as of the efficacioufnefs of the prefcription. I fighed, however, as much as 
I laughed at this ridiculous impofition ; but it was indifpenfible, that I might parry the 
denunciations which might have been made againft me otherwife at Campedthy, by 
fome one or other of the crew. : - . 

"We were no.more than twenty leagues from Vera Cruz. The wind at firft very 
variable, afterwards ftrong, and then again a dead calm.~ We diftinguifhed the Cam- 

- peachy packet, which,failed a little before us, at three leagues to leeward, “In the 
evening wé faw a ‘hark. ; 

roth June. The whole night through it rained, and the calm lafted till half pat 
three P. M. I planted fome vanilla, jalap, and nopal¢ which I had remaining. ‘. Three 
leaves of my large nopals, loaded with cochineal, retted, (a firft caufe of anguifh) ; but I 
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swas fomewhat confoled by having fugceeded in fettling the new-boti cochineals upon 
cother nopal leaves in a very healthy ftate. 

At Aalf_paft three we had the wind abaft, making for the E.S.E. We were 
~accompanied throughout the whole day bya fhoal of bonitos, which, played about our 
fhip, and which, though againft the wind, frequently fwam round the veffel: this 
circumftance appears. to me worthy of confideration. I likewife faw a number of 
beautiful dorados. The fky was clouded throughout the whole day, the temperature 
highly pleafing. 7 

11th June. “ The fun again made its appearance with encreafed fplendour; there 
was no rain in the night; we made but little way, and by reckoning were only thirty- 
five leagues from the point of departure; from nine till three a dead calm, a clear thy 
and high temperature; we were followed by the fame efcort of bonitos, and by 
a number of other fmall fith, which had followed us from Vera Cruz; at three 
o’clock a wind from the north fprang up, and we ran four knots. Additional loffes 
gave new caufe for regret : I was obliged, after collecting the cochineal, to throw five 
other leaves of my large nopals into the fea. What a mournful profpeét for the future, 
provided, as it is threatened, we fhould be two months out at fea! 

12th June. The north wind continued till three in the morning, when it veered to 
the fouth-eaft: the night fine and without rain. At eight the wind funk into a calm, 
but a very light breeze from the north fprang up at ten. : es 

13th June. The night beautiful, and the morning lovely: at eight a calm, a breeze 
at ten, rain at noon, fucceeded by acalm till five. Again had fight of the brigantine 
for Campeachy; it advanced no fafter than ourfelves. Rain and a ftorm at eight in 
tha evening. ; 

r4th June. The night tranquil, the wind changed from the north to the fouth-eaft ; 
though it blew hard, it yet did not prevent our progrefs; the whole morning, fqualls 
with rain. By reckoning, according to the pilot, we were fifteen leagues from found- 
~ings, and forty from Campeachy. I loft the beautiful brood of Mexican parroquets 
which I brought with me, and three other leaves of my nopals. My cochineals exacted 
all my attention ; it was their time of bringing forth; I had nefts to make for them; 
nor was this all; the hurricanes that blew, threatened to fill all my cafes with falt 
water, which is utterly deftrudtive of thefe plants. I was obliged to fland centry over 
them on thefe critical occafions, and cover them with thick matting, giving them air 
only by means of the fmall fide openings. Were-it not for the extreme tedioufnefs 
Of navigaticn in this gulf the voyage would have been pleafant; but the winds which 
-prevail at this feafon in alternation with calms, being fouth-fouth-eaft and north-north- 
eaft, they Eiow to no port whatever in a dire¢t line. 

‘We enjofed the fight of an infinite number of dorados; the moft beautiful fith that 
fwims the fea; {till, we had not a fingle man on board who had any inclination 
to fifh.. a : 
15th June. ‘The whole of the following night we had a terrible hurricane, the rain 
fellin large drops, and_with a noife like balls of lead. The wind bhew furioufly from 
the north-eaft, till three in the morning, at five it got round to the fouth-eait ; neither, 
on this nor on the preceding day was there intervention of calm. We had been upon 
foundings from ten in the morning, and might expect toarrive in five or fix days at* 
Campeachy. We faw a great number of birds. ‘The colour of the fea underwent a 
change, and was of a greenifh blue. . 

16th June, It blew hard all night'long, with {qualls of rain, the morning grey, the 
remainder of the day remarkably .ine. In fpite of all my care, my cafes were wafhed 


: 16 a by 


DR MENONVILLE’S TRAVELS TO GUAXACA. . 857 


Py a wave. The young cochineals 
0 


did not {uapeed in fattening on the cactus fylveftris 


Vera Cruz, called tunas.. Ten other of my opuntiae had become rotten. Irfe- 


mediable lofs ! 


The whole gight through adverfe wind. Abundance of porpoiles of enormeus 


bulk. «2 


‘a7th June. Saw land on tlie fouth, and hoped to arrive the next day at Camneachy; 
but the wind, which blew from thore, kept us at diftance the whole daw; the lands low, 
and nearly leveP with the fea. A flock of boobies and frigate-birds, ‘The colour of the 


fea changed by ftripes, according 


to the greater or lefs depth of water: at noon we 


had but nine fathoms: the tky clouded. : 
The captain added this day to the fund of continually regenerating inquietude with 
which I was affailed : he apprized me that at Campeachy we fhould have guards and 
foldiers put on board ; and who knows how long we might lie off this place ? 
A hurricane ftill more violent than that of the 1 sth, was experienced this night. 
The thunder roared in loudeft peals. Inceffant flafhes of lightning furrowed the atmof- 


phere in every direétion. Rain fell 


in torrents; and the whiftling of the blaft was even i 


louder than the noife of the thunder and the waters. Dread and confternation feized 
upon every one. We were obliged to take in every inch of canvafs. Fortunately, my 
chefts were well faftened and covered, but for which precaution adieu to my nopals : 


they would have perithed with m 


plans, and probably myfelf with them. 


18th June. After the ftorm the wind blew ftrong from the fouth. We mutt have 
been driven far indeed during the tempeft, for we had from fixteen to twenty-fix 
fathoms water; whereas the day before, when we made land, we had but fix fathoms 


water, and were only eight leagues 


from fhore; for in this part the number of fathoms 


denote pretty nearly the number of leagues from land, the foundings leffening in gra- 
dual proportion as the diftance becomes lefs. We faw a fhark and a number of birds, 
roth June. The ae various in proportion as the north carried us forward 


or the fouth drove us from fhore. 
ment, and as if this wretched cou 


land, though the line gave but fix 
we fmelt the land and its flowers ; 


It feemed as though we were under fome enchant: 
ntry fled from our approach. In thirteen days we 


;had not been able to go more than ninety leagues. This day we could not diftinguith 


fathoms in the evening, and though: all night long 
but we had a dead calm. After the calm, a gult of 


wind fucceeding, we got into three fathoms water, and caft one of our anchors, We - 


had had no rain for four-and-twenty hours. 


2oth June. This day. we. faw land by five in the morning : it is more l6fty eaftward 
than towards the fouth, At fon-rife we raifed anchor in order to get nearer in to lands 
and at feven we diftinguifhed the town of Campeachy on the fouth-fouth-eaft, It has 
no port, but merely a bad open road liable to every wind, and lying three leagues . 


from the town, which cannot be a 
ninety tons : at nine we anchored. 


pproached nearer by any veffel carrying more than 


The Bylander of ninety tons, which brought us from Vera Cruz, was laden with 
maize, for which the captain expected to find a market, intggding to replace it bya 


loading of dyeing-wood, which at Cape Francois would have paid him a confiderable 


profit; but in order to fucceed great fkill and circumfpéction were requifite,"as this 


of property. The*aptain fold his 
donbt intoxicated with fuccefs, he 


- was an act of fmuggling, and as fmuggiing is punifhable with flavery and confifcation 


maize to great advantage, as it was fearce ; but, 19 
idled away his time, and miffed the opportunity of 


profiting to the full extent of his means. 


WOOL. WITT. 
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For my part, the delay to which hesfubjected us, and the additional loffes I every 
day fuftuined among my nopals, not lefs than forty of which I was obliged to throw 
into the fea, were fources to ms of extreme vexation. 

= had moreover much room for complaint againft the crew ; and for the purpofe of 
acquainting the captain with their condu@, I went on fhore ; and thes had an oppor- 
tunity ef vifiting the town. ‘ 

San Francifea de Campéché isa town of a fquare form, each fide meafuring upwards 
of twelve hundred yards: it is perfeétly well built of hewn ftone, in the Spanith flyle, 
with rectilinear Itreets, kept very clean, and of tolerable breadth. It is furrounded 
with curtains and baftions, but is without ramparts or terraces. ‘The walls are thirty 
feet high by from five to fix in thicknefs, but have no fofle. On the fide towards 
the land an immenfe pueblo or fuburb of Indians enclofes it, which much delighted 
me on account of the trees and thicket by which each houfe is furrounded. The 
fuburbs may contain about a thoufand Indians: the population of the town, including 
the garrifon with the citizens, may be about three thoufand.- Money at this place is 
fo rare that nuts of cacao form the currency: for eight of thefe nuts you purchafe an 
egg at the market, and you are boarded at the inn for two reals the day. Debauchery 
is here prevalent to the fame extent as wretchednefs, but its minifters are fuch as 
could pleafe but failors alone, yet thefe fo well that they reckon this a paradife. Such 
was the extremity of mifery throughout all Yucutan about fix years back, that, accord- 
ing to the account, even of the Spaniards themfelves, there died from want no lefs than 
forty thoufand perfons, It is however doubtful, notwithftanding the immenfe extent 
of this province, whether it ever contained fo many inhabitants ; but, on the contrary, 
fhow'd it be true, fhould any credit be due to the Spaniards when they give fuch a 
fhocking lift of deaths, have we not to charge government with the moft reprehenfible 
negle&t? How can it have been carelefs to fuch degree as to fuffer this’ province to 
remain fo deftitute of provifion, while with’ fo much facility grain might have been fup- 
plied either from the Havannah, where all kinds of European corn abounds, and which 
is but two hundred leagues diftant, or from Vera Cruz, but eighty leagues away, and 
where a fimilar plenty reigns! This extenfive region has the more need of afliftance 
from the frequency of dearth. The caufe is to be attributed to the droughts fo fatal to this 
country, the foil of which confifts merely of a flight quantity of vegetable earth on a 

- rocky bafe ; and fo frequent, owing to the land lying low, and the want of mountains 
to break the clouds, which, in confequence, except where the north winds encounter 
otiers from the fopth, and occafion them to break over the land, are conftantly borne 
cut to fea. Should the months of May, June, and July, thofe in which maize is 
fown, unfortunately pafs without rain, all the hopes of the colonifts are loft, and they 

~ are left wholfy deftitute of refource. 

The only trade carried on at Campeachy is in ftone fent to Vera Cruz, and dye- 
woods, -immente piles of which, cut for upwards of thirty years, are feen in different 
parts, ‘which the Spaniasds prefer feeing rot before their faces to felling to any inter- 
lopex, though they cannot poflibly export them themfelves. The whole time I was 


2 


there, I faw but-three brigantines loaded, and at no time perhaps is there a greater , 


numberhere. The culture of cacao is not allowed in this country: I know not from 


what lamentable policy, for it would fucceed admirably. Cacao, in confequence, is - 


fc dear that the nuts or beans are ufed as money. The poor, who” in confequence of 
the dearnefs of chocolate are deprived of the enjoyment of that beverage, fubftitute for 


it the pips of the zapota marmue, whofe fruit is large as an egg and bitter as colo- 
quintida. - : 
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I traverfed the whole of the gardens in Campeachy, and found not one that was 
curious. I culled here at hazard fixteen plants of two fpecies of cactus withov+ thorns, 
which afterwards were of great ufe to me. z ‘ . 

However, on the 6th July, the captain repaired on board with intention to put off 
to fea, and within three days at fartheft, three barks were to bring us out to fea the 
Campeachy wood we were to’ take on board. 7 

Notwithftanding all my pains I never was able to procure either branches, leaves, 
or feeds of thif tree to fatisfy myfelf whether or no it is different froin that we poffefs 
in our own cdlonies. I paid a failor beforehand to procure me fome, but they never 
came. 

We were juft on the point of weighing anchor, when the matter of a boat which 
had brought us in a ftock of wood for cooking, faw my nopals and cochineal, and 
told me that they were cultivated within fix leagues of Campeachy. Though I have 
ftrong doubt of the truth of this ftatement, I neverthelefs felt much vexed at not 
having had an opportunity of afcertaining whether it was true or not, and in the 
former cafe of renewing my plants, and recruiting my infects. 

‘Whether in hopes of other little prefents in return, whether as a compenfation for 
the vexation I endured from his having made fo long a ftay, the captain gave me the 
handfomeft parrot, not larger than a dove, that ever perhaps was feen: its beak 
yellow at the bafe, and black at the extremity, the whole of the body a bright green, 
the cheeks and the circle round the eyes of a blood red, the forehead, fhoulders and 
thighs of the fame colour, the upper part of the head crowned with yellow, the centre 
white, and the hinder part azure blue, the wings green, blue, flame-coloured, and 
purple, finally, the legs yellow, the eyes blue, but the iris yellow. The captain 
moreover prefented me with a cardinal, and three tigers’ fkins. . 

ith July. At length, after a ufelefs ftay of five days, we found we muft give up 
all hopes of the dye-wood coming on board. The poor captain thus faw all his dreams 
of fortune vanifh, and in addition loft the twenty piaftres he had paid down as earneft 
of the bargain to the perfon who was to have procured him the wood : thus, either 
owing to negligence, or to want of management, the unlucky man loft a profit of at 
leaft three thoufand dollars, for the wood which at Campeachy fetches but three reals, 
at the Cape is worth three piaftres. I was exceedingly hurt that he had not made a 
confident of ine at an earlier period, as it {truck me I might not only have given him 
good advice but hav@obtained for him a hundred ton of wood. ‘ 

We weighed anchor at ten in the morning, and with a wind frora the fouth.weft 
advanced in a direction E.N.E, at about half a league an hour. ~ At two o’clock the 
wind changed, and we fteered W.S.W. We were fain to anchor at Sour in four and 
a half fathoms. The whole night through it blew hard with much thunder, but no 
rain. =." 

12th July. After looking out for a wind, but in vain, throughout the whole of.the 
night, it blew from the fouth at three in the morning ; we, ia confequente, quickly 
raifed anchor, and made north-eaft with a fine fea and beautiful weather, Which con- 
tinued till half-paft ten, when we were becalmed. After ‘Tdvancing, notwithftanding, 
about half a league, by half-paft one we had a breeze4#rom the north-weft,. which was 
of much fervice togus. The water now again changed colour, and from*a blueift- 
green became of an azure hue; but at four o’clock the wind rounding to the north.” 
eaft ftopped our further advance, and we caft anchor to avoid being thrown nearer 
the fhore, but not till, as the day befor@ we w@re within fight of land. At nine 

a rR 28 o'clock, 
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" o'clock, after- many: threats: of rain, which however were followed by no effet, the 
wind veering again to the fouth-weft, we weighed anchor. : 
“13th July. This day the wind funk into a calm at ten o’clock in the morning: 
during the time it lafted, which was two hours and a half, the Spaniards took it into 
their heads to fith. They caught in the time,eighteen perth of a monlirgus fize, the 
fmalleft_of them weighing upwards of nine pounds, it*is the perca philadelphica de- 
feribed “by Linné. This fith is of exquifite daveh, and is caught in depths of about 
five fathoms, with a hook two inches long, and as thick as a crow’s quill. The bait is 
a piece of bacon, meat, or entrails of fowls: about a foot above the hook a ball of 
about a pound weight is fufpended to make the line fink: the fifherman has rarely 
time to throw out lures on the top of the water. About noon we had a breeze from 
the north-weft, when we fet fail anew, and at three again came to an anchor. Such 
is the navigation common along this coaft, which runs north and fouth: the fouth-eaft 
drove us out to fea in the night, and in the afternoon the north-eaft again fent us in 
fhore, Thefe are the winds predominant in thefe latitudes ; but the winds blow fome« 
times fouth or fouth-weft, and north or north-weft, when a veffel may make fome way 
under favour of them, It is requifite for two reafons to keep at not more than from 
four to eight leagues from the coaft ; in the firft place, becaufe, at a greater diftance 
from fhore, cayos (rocky fhoals) and other fand-banks oceur, on which a veffel might 
be driven by the north-eaft wind ; and fecondly, becaufe in the open fea winds being 
more uncommon,. and always, as well as the currents, adverfe, a voyage would be of 
eternal duration : fhdeed no navigation in any part of the world is more difficult than 
that of the Gulf of Mexico. Should you leave foundings for the open fea you are en- 
gaged in perpetual currents ; fhould you keep in foundings you have only light winds, 
and gan make but four or five leagues in four-and-twenty hours. On proceeding, 
qhehie from the North or South Seas, towards Vera Cruz, or any other part of the 
Gulf of Mexico, it is not only neceffary to reconnoitre the bank or foundings of Yucu« 
tan but alfo that of Florida, The terms fondas, or foundings, is applicable to the 
whiole of the fea, of little depth, which borders the Gulf of Mexico, from Cape 
Catoche as far as and even beyond Cape St. Auguftin, to a diftance from fhore of 
from fix to fixty leagues, and in fuch gradation with refpect to depth, that from the 
deepeft foundings, that is to fay, in fixty-eight fathoms, you may judge, proceeding 
in fhore, how far you are from land, the depth diminifhing a fathom. at each league, 
fo that at one league from fhore there is feldom more than thre, and fometimes but 
one fathom water. To this notice refpeéting the Gulf of Mexico is to be added that 
the north is the predominant wind, and is felt here with more violence than in any part 
of America, and with fuch in the months of Ogtober and November as to render 
thefe feas almofk impaffable. 
* + 13th July. The north wind very ftrong. We were obliged to anchor till mid- 
night. - 
aah Juiy. At ten in the morning the land-breeze fell, the wind again blew from 
the north, and in the aftertioon we fteered E.S.E, at the rate of four knots an hour. 
The teinperature of the atusofphere on this fea is moderate, for, notwithftanding the 
iky was clear and the fun exhib*ed itfelf in all its {plendour, my thermometer at noon 
lid not rMe higher than 20° (77° of ‘Fahrenheit).. We were now about fifty leagues 
~from_Campéachy. 2 
< At five in the evening we came to our inn for the night, for fomewhat fimilar muft 
our conilant practice of cafting anchor ev@gy evening at the fame hour be efteemed. 
* We 
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‘We had, an hour before, feen a fhip which, was nearer in thore than ourfelves > we 
likewife faw another brigantine, which we imagined to be the Havannah paciet: + 
failed with the wind abaft, and all its canvas out, but {till made lefs way than ae though 
we had an adverfe wind. The whole day and night paffed without rain, but the quaa- 
tity of dew that fell was confiderable - : 

At eleven at night the wind changing we weighed anchor, but made very little way, 
the breeze from the fouth-eaft being very light, and finking to a dead.calm by feven 
in the morning, @ calm which continued till the next day at ten, when the north again 
fprang up. 

j I ah daly: This day the north-eaft, at firft feeble, encreafed in ftrength fo as to 
advance us a league. 

A new anchorage at five o’clock. We had no rain at fea, though we diftinguifhed 
it falling on fhore. We avoided a projecting bank, which makes the water appear 
of a yellowifh green colour, three leagues from the fhore; we likewife difcerned 
the Havannah packet: it was the fame which had failed five days before us from 
Vera Cruz, and was now on its return to the Havannah. The captain informed 
us, that the governor, the Marquis de la Tour, had been recalled: anew motive for 
felf-gratulation at having effected my objet without delay ; for could I flatter myfelf 
with ever meeting with in any other governor who might fucceed him, fo much 

ekindnefs as I had met with from him? As this packet was deftined to Campeachy 
our captain forwarded letters by it. At midnight we weighed anchor, the wind fouth- 
weft blew very feebly, and by eight o’clock funk into a calm. ; 

16th July. At noon the north-eait admitted of our tacking and making a little way, 
but by three the wind encreafing, we were threatened with a ftorm. After a violent 
fall-of rain we caft anchor, and fent a boat on fhore oppofite to a garitu, or centry-bdk, 
to take in twelve barrels of water and twenty-four fanegas of falt. I was folicitous of 

vifiting the falt-pans here, and of making a flight harveft of the plants of the country, 
and oF fea fhells, but the dread I had left any injury fhould befall my infe€ts and plants. 
during my abfence, prevented my indulging myfelf with this gratification; this was 
another facrifice I had to add to the number I had already made on their account. 
Thad, however, on the other hand, the fatisfaétion of already being in fome degree 
compenfated :- my vanilla threw out fome branches, my jalap and my nopals were 
budding : I had indeed loft a great many, but the refidue were in good condition, - 
and I had well-founded hopes of the moft complete fuccefs. a 

17th July. ‘We were detained all day by our pilot, who with four failcts had gore 
on fhore, and never returned. As he was an habitual drunkard, we conjeGured that 
intoxication had been the caufe of his delay. The breeze of morning had’been feeble, 
calm fucceeded as ufual, and at three o’clock rain, with but little wind. THe brigantine, _ 
which kept us company, advanced only a leagué the whole day long. 

After pafling the day in greateft anxiety of mind, I advifed the captain iu the even-" 
ing to firea gun. I was mad with vexation. A charming breeze blew from fhore, 
and this night we might have advanced at leaft ten leagyes; unfortunately, the 

-captain was by no means a good failor, and we had not fuflicient hands remaining on 
board to work the hhip. : = -_ 

‘18th July. At length, in.the morning, the boat returned with the failors.. ‘They 

ad heard the repoft of the’ patereros, though a league and a half: diftant to windward 
ofus. The pilot difpatched them with the falt, but himfelf did not reckon upon getting 
on board before noon, as he was waiting for*fowls, €ggs, and {wine, which the Ine 
dians“were to bring him. The captain in a rage feat the boat again on fhore, with 
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orders for his coming inftantly on board, He came by four o’clock, atd‘te weighed 
‘anchc~; but we had conftant calms the whole day. ce 
My pretty cardinal having got out of its cage, and fallen into the fea, the captain, 
without my knowledge, promifed a good fwimmer on board a bottle of brandy if he 
recoyered my bird. The failor jumped at the propolal, and the profpect of gain 
blinding him to the danger, he precipitated himfelf into the fea from the cabin window, 
and after fwinming about ten or twelve fathoms, recovered the little bird, held it in 
his mouth, and making for the rudder of the boat, feized on the ring of it, by which 
he held till a rope was thrown out to him, by means of which he got on board. I 
was uneafy in extreme the whole time he was in the water, le& fome of the tharks, 
which are fo common in this fea, alarmed by the noife he made on plunging in, fhould 
make for the fpot, and devour my bold adventurer ; and I felt mortified that the 
captain, for a matter of {uch little value, fhould thus have expofed the life of one of 
his crew: fortunately, he efcaped, and befides the bottle of brandy, he earned a 
handfome pulicat handkerchief, of which I made him a prefent. 
We were at anchor, oppofite to a garita, or watch-houfe, in three fathoms water. 
Thefe watch-houfes are huts of wood, in form of fquare towers, forty feet high, 
and raifed at the diftance of every four leagues along the coafts of New Spain.» In * 
thefe centinels are ftationed, whofe duty it isto give advice of all veffels they perceive ; 
and thefe centinels, who are Indians, are relieved every four days. > 
It fo fell out, that one of thofe appointed on guard at one of thefe watch-houfes, 
being tired of his occupation, afked our people to take him and his luggage on board 
with them, and.they very imprudently confented. I fay imprudently, for it is ex. 
prefsly forbidden, under the moft fevere penalties, that any captain fhould receive an 
Indian on board. I had the curiofity to examine the packet of this poor fellow: it 
contained provifion for four days, and confifted of a dozen tordillas of eight ounces 
each, and about two pounds of the pafte of maize, coarfely ground, which, fteeped in 
-water, forms a beverage fingularly pleafing to the Indians. The man who came on 
board was ftout and well made, twenty-one years of age, but had not a fingle hair on 
his chin, He had been married two years, but exprefled not the leaft regret at leaving 
his wife. On.my enquiring whether he had any children, he at firft anfwered, no ; 
but correéting himfelf, as if he juft recollected the matter, he faid he had one 
- pequenito, or very little baby ; and as he faid this he knitted his brows, as if he ~ 
- wifhed to exprefs that it was too {mall to be worth mentioning. The fancy diverted 
us much. 
19th July. We weighed anchor in the morning, and fteered the whole day before 
the wind: 2 very light breeze from the fouth-weft. At feven we anchored, and raifed 
anchor agair: at eight, the wind changing to the fouth-eaft: it was but a puff, which 
~ foon abated into a calm, and we anchored; but a breeze ipringing up, we again 
heaved anthor, and kept under fail the whole night through. 
2oth July, ‘This day the north and fouth winds enabled us to proceed at the rate 
of a league an hour. ‘The fky all the morning was overcaft: at three the wind fell, 
and changed fouy times in lefs than halfan hour: at length came on a dreadful ftorm. 
of rair, After much cntréaty, I fucceeded in inducing the colle€tion of half-a-dozen 
barrels.of rain water : thirty at leaft, if care had been taken,-might in the time have” 
been filled. After the rain we fteered eaft-fouth-eatt, for our pilot pretending his 
object was to avoid the currents, would not keep off from fhore: we therefore made 
frequent tacks, and remained a long-time at anchor. In the evening we found_our- 
felves oppofite to the Prio de Lagaztos. or the River of Crocodiles which annate..4 
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4 eae 
to us our-taying made eighteen leagues fince the day before. This was indeed a good 
day’s work, but we had yet forty leagues of fhore to coaft along. Be te 

‘At length we quitted thefe melancholy and tirefome fhores for the open fea, an 
depofited all our anchors in the hold; but being imufediately after overtaken by a 
calm, we let down afmall anehor. At eleven at night, the wind blowing again from 
the fouth-eaft, we made fail ame w: it frefhened foon to fuch a dogree, that-from 
midnight to two o’clock we had advanced nearly twenty leagues, and the fra had 
again refumed arf indigo blue colour: had the weather thus continuxd, we fhould 
have required but four days to reach the Havannah. This was the firft inftance of fair 
weather we had had fince our departure from Vera Cruz. The circumftance delighted 
me fo much as to ferve as a counterbalance to the grief I experienced at the lofs of 
fiftcen or fixteen leaves of nopals, in the fpace of three days. To leeward we defcried 
a wretched little boat: foon we fhould have to fee a number of confiderable thips. 
Seas of our fortunate colonies, how different your appearance from that of this melan- 
choly gulph! Numerous and rich veffels furrow your bofom in every direction, like 
our gay carriages on the magnificent roads of Paris, while the Gulph of Mexico is as 
pare of veflels as the crofs-roads which lead to its infulate and wretchedly poor habita- 
tions ! 

gad July. At three inthe morning the wind had much flackened, though from the 
noth we notwithitanding reckoned our progrefs to be fifty leagues, and confequently 
that we were beyond a fhallow which extends the fpace of two leagues, at the ex- 
tremity of foundings, inthe direétion north and fouth, andin latitude23° north, longitude 
286° 10’ from the meridian of Teneriffe. In our reckoning we had erred, for by two 
in the afternoon, a {cream of horror from the deck called us to the fearful fight of this 
bank, which, concealed under water, extends itfelf right and left, in branches, 
through a fpace of a league in breadth, by three in length: inftantly we changed our 
tack, and on founding had a bottom of reddifh rock, in forty-five fathoms : the rock 
apparently fragments of coral, was blended with herbs. The fhelf feemed of a reddifh 
colour in every part, and gave a ruddy appearance to the water. Fortunate was it for 
us that we encountered this fhelf in the day-time: had it been night, we fhould have 
paffed over it,'and probably have perithed ; for though the fea does not break on this 
bank, and though it appears to be covered by a depth of water, the a@tual foundings 


- upon it, as well as the nature of the fhelf, are altogether unknown. In remembrance: 


of our having efcaped this danger, we drank two bottles of excellent cyder, of whick 
the captain made me a prefent, and which was equal to Champaigne, and found our 
fpirits heightened by the libation. 5 
a3d July. We paffed the night without any danger: the fouth wind had blown, 
but the fhip made no way. We caught a prodigious porpoife, eight feet long, by five 
anda half in diameter. Its tail was two feet broad. The fifh caught was a female :* in. 
cutting up, no doubt, fome of the la€teal duéts were feparated, as the animal yielded 
more than a quart of a very pure and remarkably white “milk. One of she veflels 
from which this milk flowed was in diameter of equal breadth with my litt'e finger. 
The womb, in which I very diftinétly faw the fallopian tubes}«neafured at the’ ertrance 
of the vagina four inches and a half The exterior opifice was very ftrait, callous, 
wrinkled in folds, and of a fubftance and tiffue fo clofe, that with difficulty Could one . 
introduce the lita finger: nor did it appear fufceptible of farther exparfion. The 
diameter of the vagina, eafy of dilation, was an inch and a half: at the extremity of 
the vagina from the interior was a fpecies of valve,grefembling that of the fucker of a 
pump, very much wrinkled, and highly capable of expanfion ; and the internal 
capacity 
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fimiilar diameter, and equally fit for diftenfion : at the end was another fu 
cvalve, which ferved as a door to a fecond fimilar receptacle, of rather:greater capacity 
than the former ; finally, there was a third receptacle, clofed by a-fimilar valve, with 
the extremity of which the two fallopian tubes communisated : thefe vere of a fpongy 
“fubftance, and, -internally, difplayed an infinite mulytude of veflels, part of which 
feemed la€teal or lymphatic, others, condu€tors of blood, but folded one within the 
other, and craffing each other, fo that at the firft glance they might be miftaken for a 
mafs of little worms rolled up together. In the ftomach of the animal were feveral 
{mall fith, which had already attained that {tate of digeftion which made them look as if 
fomewhat too much boiled. ‘The fhip was furrounded by a numerous troop of thefe 
animals, which, notwithftanding their enormous fize, feemed in the water no danger 
‘than carp of eight or ten pounds weight. : : 
24th July. In the night we had a light wind, but the day a dead calm. At the 
rifing of the moon in the evening the wind again arofe, 
2sth. At ten this morning we caught a fhark : it happened to be the fqualus tiburo 
of Linné,: it was five feet long, had a’fin at the anus ; five lineary ports in the neck, 
for the bronchiz of the pulfe; a large head, and a broad neck : its teeth in the lower 
Jaw triangular, of fimilar breadth, but even fharper than lancets, and about an inch 
in heighth, of thefe teeth the animal has three rows: the inmoft row turns back on A 
the gums: thofe of the jaw are fubulated like the teeth of pike, and, as the others, area 
an inch long. ‘This animal is of hideous appearance in the water, and fhines by day'as 
well as by night : it was harpooned with a javelin a foot long, attached to a pole of fix 
feet; however hard its tkin, which refilts the point of a knife, it was not proof againit 
this weapon; and the monfter made lefs refiftance in the water, and fought lefs on deck . 
than did the porpoife we had before caught: it was furrounded as ufual by the pilot. * 
fith, fo called on account of its conftantly advancing in front of the fhark : this fith is 
a kind of perch, tranlverfely ftriped with alternations of black and yellow. Part of 
the fhark was cooked and piaced on table, but I could not prevail on myfelf to touch 
it, notwithftanding it is a nee dith with the people of Campeachy, a predileétion 
which fpeaks little for the delicacy of their tafte, as there is abundance of fith in their 
roadfted of exqaifite flavour. We afterwards caught another of fach monftrous fize 
that we needed tackle for lifting it on board: it wasa female, but of ‘a different {pecies, 
‘This animal was ten feet four inches (French) in length, and from the back to the belly 
meafured two feet and a half: the {kin of the back was perfeétly blue, of the bell 
whe: it had'the fame proportions as, and refembled the one before deferibed, wit 
the following exceptions : the teeth of the upper jaw were curved towards the throat, 
from-the bafe f they were moreover tharp, pointed, but rounded like barley, and jagged 
like the teeth Cf a faw. In the upper jaw it had but one row of tecth, but in the lower 
three: the head was not proportionately large, though fomewhat of the fame fhape, 
being only more oblong,-and fomewhat lefs flattened than that of the male. The 
vagina was fix inches in diameter, and was not callous and in folds, as Thad obferved 
in the dolphin. * The reéam terminated with the vagina in one common orifice, which 
may be regarded ashe anus. By the fide of the matrix were two prominences which 
might be-taken for teats, and of which the interior orifices terminated in the womb, 
~but had no communicant duéts, whether glandulat*or lacteal : ‘the vagina was fix inches 
Plong: at the extremity it divided into two cavities, two feet and a half in length, by a : 
breadth of a foot, but fufceptible of confiderable diftenfion : the orifice of either of 
thefe trunks was filled with a fpermatic matter : the interior occupied by an caremaly 
ne 


capacity of the canal it formed, of inferior Iength to the vagina, aappeargd to be of 
e 
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fine and fpongy membrane, attached throughout its whole length to-the inward and 
upper part of the cavity, and full of an infinite number of cells, each containing ar. egg 
with its yolk, and an embrio, or feetus, an inch arid a half long: the yolk of the egg 
was like, but fomeéwhat paler than that of a hen, but the mucilaginous part, inftéad of 
being white, was of a greenith yellow, refembling bile. In order to extra@ an egg 
from one of the cells, it was neceflary to break the cell: this cavity was afiuredly an 
oviary ; the fubftance of it was of a whitith colour, tranfparent, “ymphatic, greafy, 
and the membrane eafy to break. Difguft prevented my counting the number of eggs, 
but in every oviary I certainly faw at leaft a hundred. I took fome of the foeti and 
preferved them in rum. I am not certain whether or no amphibious animals have two 
vaginz, but it appears very evident from diffections that they have two oviaries. 
This thark was viviparous, as I believe are all. Some of the feeti, which I notice my 
having preferved, I fent to Mr. Daubenton. 

At noon we had a heavy fall of rain, and for two hours fucceffive fhowers : this, by 
occafioning wind, enabled us to make 2 flight progrefs; but gt five we were becalmed, 
and continued fo until the moon rofe, when it began to blow pretty frefh. 

26th July. The wind of the night was fucceeded by flight fqualls, by which we 
advanced about half a league an hour. Some fhowers fell, but unattended by wind. 
The crew were uninterruptedly employed in manoeuvring fo as to catch the leatt puff, 
but without fuccefs, Did we ftand on either tack, the fails {carcely filled, and the fhip 
barely obeyed the rudder. We fell in with two amazingly large pieces of floating 
timber, loaded with birds. The pilot ftated us’ by reckoning to be five-and-twenty 
leagues from the Florida foundings. Our latitude was twenty-five degrees. 

e7th July. The morning a dead calm, provoking quietude, difcouraging inertia | 
Why muft I thus be flayed, exclaimed I repeatedly, when it would be fo grateful to 
my heart to reach our deftination ? My cochineals brought forth now a fecond time, 
and I had no more plants on which I could multiply them. Onc young leaf of anopal, 
and one old oné had juft died; one half of another had been confumed by a blatta 
lucifera, and I faw that I ran great hazard of lofing the new generation ; however, I 
had the confolation to fee two plants of vanilla throw out other branches. A number 
of bonitos fwam about our fhip. The name applied to this fpecies of coryphzna is 
derived from the Spanith buenito, the augmentative of bueno good, and fignifies very 
good, or excellent. We likewife faw fome dorados, another {pecies of coryphzna,- the 
equifolis of Linné. One of thefe was caught by our men: from head te. tail it 
meafured four feet three inches, and at the ftornach was a foot. end ahaif in diameter. 
‘The fea contains no fifh more beautiful, nor indeed another that equals this in beauty, 
The body is of a golden yellow, refplendent above a changeable green, marked with 
round fpots, an inch in diameter, of an ultra-marine blue ; the fins and tail are a brile 
liant green. In calm weather its fhining colours render it diftinguifhable at the depth 
even of fifty feet, ‘ . 

28th July. We had fome wind again at night, and thé horizon was fo thuch over- 
clquded that we apprehended a terrible florm. ‘The nd we had, however, was 
adverfe, and all night long we had our head to the foxth, ‘In the morning we made a 
tack N.N.E., but-were ftopped by a calm. Ever fince eight o’clock, I had obfervea 
in the north-north’aft divifion of the fky, a cloud thaped like a horfe’s ail, {preading 
in the direction from’ N.N.E. to S.S.W., and which ‘appeared to be the precurfor or - 
calms, in the fame manner as the procellaria, in way opinion, truly indicates wind. 

2gth July. By midsieht the calm ceafed. and we made ahact Fon lew 
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appegretl anew., We founded but found ng bottom. The pilot, who fancied himfelf 
upor the Morida Soundings, was thus in error, and I the more vexed on reflecting that, 
“although bat fixty leagues from she Havannah, we had fearcely effected half our 
voyage : what tirefome navigation! nr 

36th July. At four in the evening of the 29th, a wind fptang up, which, from its 
direction, -we recognized for a brifk and regular gale: this continued till the morning 
of the 30th, when the wind from land fucceeded. By obfervation we had now paffed the 
Florida Soundings, and all night long were on the look out to avoid Las Tortugas, an 
affemblage of four or five {mall iflands on the border of the foundings of the 
peninfula of Florida. All this day the tky was over-caft, and we had feveral fhowers 
of rain. : 

On vifiting my nopals I found three leaves dead : I cleaned all the others, and dufted 
them to remove the white powder with which they had become covered. I likewife exter- 
minated all the fylvefter cochineals, which had intermingled with the fine, and which had 
{mothered a confiderable number. Finding myfelf overftocked with thofe cacti of Vera 
Cruz, frightfully armed with thorns, I threw thirteen of them into the fea; after which 
I dried the fylvefter cochineals I had collected, in order to fend them to my father, and 
to Mefirs. Roftagin and Juffieu. While thus cleanfing my chefts, or rather my gardens, - 
I difcovered three chacherlas and a fcolopendra morfitans; fortunately thefe infects are 
no devourers df cochineal, or otherwife adieu to my treafures. The employ I undertook 
was for fome time an amufement to me, though fatiguing. 

gift July. After luffing up the whole night long to avoid the fhore, at day-break we 
difcovered the coaft of Cuba, and had advanced twenty leagues into the channel : the 
next day-we fhould diftinguifh the Havannah, and two days after'be out of the Bahama 

.channel ; a profpect which affured us a prompt return. 

In che meantime our crew infifted on entering the Havannah, but the captain and 
myfelf could not confent to this, without running the greateft rifk, not only of our 
liberty, but even of our lives; we therefore determined on forcing obedience, and, in 
cafe of any obftinate perfiftance on the part of the fhip’s company, to put the moft 
mutinous to death, at a preconcerted fignal. However violent fuch meafures may ap- 
pear, it muft be confidered that it could be of no confequence to our crew what port 
they made, whereas it was important for us to avoid the Havannah. ; 

Carried forward by the wind and current, by noon we were oppofite to Bahia Konda, 

- (Dep Bay); for two days. we had had the moft charming weather poffible for our 
voyage, but we had ftil] four hundred leagues to fail, and had not yet attained the end 
of our toils. ; 

In fa& the wina increafed, and we hada terrible night. From the heavy fhocks our 
{mall veffel received, 1 was fearful fhe would founder. We lowered the fweeps of the 
forefail, and reefed the mainfail, {pite of which the veffel rolled fo dreadfully that we 

__were Conftrained ‘to fleep on the floor, an inconvenience, thanks to my apprenticefhip to 
travels, whieh was to me no great hardfhip. ~ . 

ift Auguft. ‘THis mornin~, fpite of contrary winds, the currents having impelled 
us all night long, we diftinguifhed the table-land of Mariana ; and at four in the evenin; 
a frefh tack Tad carried us under the guns of the Moro caftle. From a diftance I dif. 
tinguifhed the-country-houfe of Senor Huet, the~heighbourhood,’ and the Fort del 

~Seinci2, the works of which he had fhewn me. The day was fine; but a violent wind 

from the north-north-eaft, occafioned us at fix in the evening to reef again our fails, 
which we had fpread to the gale. An unlucky manceuvre was near being fatal to us. All. 
-vas noife ; and he men running about with precipitancy increafed the evident alarm ; 
-, S 2 “ and 
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and for myfetf I experienced the greater dread from the confidératiort of ‘my being fo 
rich; fo truly rich; poffefling what I had fo much coveted : I had no fuch fears o my 
voyage to Mexico. 2 ee. 2aee 

ad Augufts The wind keeping at north-eaft all the night through, we had_made 
but little way~by nine inthe morning. This morning, the firft time I had ever feen a 
ftorm in the morning in Ayierica, I was witnefs to one moft violent. The whole of the 
day, and all the fucceeding night, was a period of toil and fatigue, owing to our perpe- 
tual tacks. At three o’clock we diftinguifhed the pine-tree of Matanza. The fea ran 
dreadfully high; and we were the more loth to enter the mouth of the Bahama channel 
from our fails and rigging being in the worft poffible condition : here was a frefh evi- 
dence of Spanifh idlenefs. During the frequent calms we had experienced, nothing 
would have been more eafy than to have taughtened the fhrouds ; and for want of this 
precaution, which I fo ftrongly but ineffetually recommended, we were obliged to lay 
to, and lofe much time. 

3d Auguft. After numerous tacks this day, the fea conftantly rough, we were fain 
at night to take fhelter in the Bay of Matanza. : 

This bay is nearly a league over at its mouth, by a depth of two. Three rivers, or 

. rather rivulets, empty themfelves into it. Towards evening we anchored about half-cable 
length from the fhore. The fort a fquare building, flanked by four baftions, is about fixty 
yards long. The curtain, which fronts the fea, is defended by a crown work, which 
feemed in excellent condition : I entered it as.a conqueror, and found no centinels either 
at the barrier of the covered way, or at the gates, fo that without interruption I marched 
to the parade, where f found fix foldiers playing at cards: thefe without leaving their 
game, or afking me any queftions, fuffered me as quietly to depart as I had 
entered. 

However well fortified this caftle, it feems to me of no other utility than to prevent a 
landing, and hinder merchant fhips or privateers from taking in water ; for it could not 
certainly withftand the fire of a fixty-four gun fhip. 3 

Matanza, (the Place of Slaughter) which lies at the bottom of the bay, is an ill-built 
{pot, in alow, marfhy, moift, and unhealthy pofition : it has no trade, nor any cultivation 
about it. The people who inhabit it prefent the moft difgufting {pectacle, and render it the 
fcene of the moft abominable filth and frightful mifery: they are covered with crabs 
of a monftrous fize, which prey on them, and which, in turn, ferve them for food. 
The village ftands at the union of two {mall ftreams, which ferve to float down tiaber, 
for the Havannah, from the interior of the country. A Wretched ~edoubt 0% ftone, 
hort a caftle, flands in front of the village, and defends the bottom of 
the bay. te : 

We put into this miferable place merely for the purpofe of taught-ning our fhrouds, 
and taking in water ; but the defertion of a failor, and the drunkennefs of the piiot, 
delayed us two days. r 4 

sth Auguft. This day I boughtyat Matanza, fix cardinals, two ciris, two larks, and ~ 
eight other very pretty birds, of the names of which I am ignorant : 1 brought thence, 
likewife, a number of leaves of a cactus, called in our colonies, /a raguette Efpagno'e, 
and the value of which I intended to prove by my Cochineals. Again had I the'mif- 
fortune to fee three leaves of my fopajs rot: what loffes! what regret at not havi7> 
reached Santé Domingo! P A a 

6th and 7th Auguft. At length we weighed anchor, and left the bay. On the 7th 
we were twenty leagues from Matanza. Our w?%tch of a pilot again fteered a wrong 

“courfe, owing to which we did not reach “Los Martires before night, which we 

** 532 : ought 
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“ought 2 have -made-in the morning, in order to enter the mouth of the Bahama 
charnel, ~_ . 

. 8th Augutt. In confequence of the error of the pilot we were obliged to luf uy 
all night in a dreadful fea; and it was not till the morning of the 8th, at- five o’clock, 
we took a dire&t courfe N. E. with a wind from theS.E. ~ Dosa 

The currents had carried us on fo far that by noon we were in latitude 26° 6’ ; thus, 
notwithffanding the wind in courfe of the night, we had advanced forty-two leagues, 
‘The fea ran high the whole day, but it became calmer in the evening. “We had three 
feparate fhowers. - 2 

This day we caught a booby, the plumage of which was brown without any fpots, 
its beak blue, its eyes fiery, and capable of direttion with eafe towards the beak) which 
renders it of frightful afpeét : its legs and feet of a chamois colour After examination I 
gave it liberty. ; 

gth Auguft. Had the wind been favourable we might this day have got out of the 
channel, but blowing from the north-eaft we were obliged to luff up through the night, 
“fteering on a north-weft and fouth-eaft courfe, for fear of running on the thoals, right 
and left. The fun rofe with a horizon covered with clouds, a prognoftic, in thefe feas, 
of bad weather, which failed not in this inftance: we hada dreadful fea, the wind fuffo.” 
cating, the waves of monftrous fize dafhing againft the fhip; and the natural clahh 
occafioned by the oppofition of the wind and current, made a terrible noife. We con- 
ftantly luffed up in the fame dire€tion, but {till advanced thirty-five leagues. Such 
indeed is the force of the current, that however high the fea may run, it never breaks 
with that furge noticed in other feas, but each wave, impelled varioufly and in adverfe 
direction by the wind and current, and with equal power by each, rifes in a pyramidal 
form, aid finks with a crath on its bale: it may hence readily be conjeCtured how 
great labour and fatigue to which the fhip-and its crew in thefe parts are 
expoled. . 

in order to form an opinion of the orlgin and effect of the famous-current which carried 
us aiong, we mutt reflect that this channel is the vaft outlet of the waters of the Gulphs of ° 
Honduras and Mexico, and the more fouthern feas, as well as of the accumulations thefe 
gulfs receive from the rivers Amazon, Orinoco, Madelena, Mififippi, and an infinity of 
others of inferior volume. The waters of thefe feas and rivers, confined by the barrier 
formed by the archipelago of the Caribbee Iflands eaft and weft, ruth forward to the 
cha..nel of Bahama, the deepeft of all, no doubt, formed by the different iflands, and thus 
find a. exit into the nortk-fea. In a dead calm this current runs four knots an hour, 
witha contrary wind-four anda half. The Trident, a Spanifh thip of war, of fixty 
guns, was on oneoccafion adverfely carried from before the Havannah, notwithftandin 
fhe had the windabaft, and all fails fet as far as off the coaft of Carolina, without being 
sable fo {tem the flood. 

The fea was4o frightful during the night that we merely hoifted the mainfail, The 

- wind was eat, our dire€tion north, and according to my computation, the current ran 
wefterly ; this caufed me to imagine that by drifting we fhould run towards the coaft: 
thrice did I feel an inclination to make the obfervation to the captain, and as often was 
I pfevented from the fear of pafficg for an importunate and ridiculous interferer, Tt was 

-mot long heweyver before I had to repent of my filly nodefty, for by Won the morning 
the captain, of rather terror perfonified, came to waken me: he was in tears, and in 

perfeée def pair. What is the matter, captain? Malé fumus, perditi fumus, we are all loft! 
How fo, what is the matter? Hay fundo, we have foundin, 


gs! In faét the plummet had, 
_ been thrown, and forty fathoms was the “efult, the wind as well as the current hearing 


te 


g DE MENONVILLE’S TRAVELS TO CUAXACA. _ 369 


on fhore. Paciencia, paciencia, faid I. I went.on deck, and now affumning more bolcnefa 
and confidence, ! advifed our fteering fouth-weft. The captain, the pilot, ar_ mate, 


agreed with me in opinion: we tacked, and in lefs than two hours were out of 


foundings. Zon . : 
1oth Auguft. ~ The fun rofe, lowering with a fadly portentous fombrezo of thick 


black clouds. A number of gulls and other fea-birds flew towards fhore at the fight. 
My birds picked up their food haftily ; and the fong of my larks, infallible baflandras, 
foreboded a perilous day, and in fact fqualls and hurricanes fucceeded one the other 
with the greateft rapidity. 1 was fearful we fhould not be able to take ‘an obfervation ; 
but fortunately a gleam of funfhine allowed us to afcertain our latitude, which was 29°: 
thus, as I told the captain would be found the cafe, the veflel, {pite of oppofite winds, 
had, by the mere force of the current, drifted more than twenty leagues, and carried us 
through the channel. Now was the time to fteer for Europe, had we that courfe to 
take ; but we were bound for St. Domingo, where, not only on my own account, but 
alfo on account of my infeéts, which had light only once in four-and-twenty hours, I was 
fo anxious to arrive. . 

11th Auguft, The violence of the wind gradually abated, the fea was pretty calm, 
the-heavens ferene, but the currents had borne us forty-four leagues to the north-north- 
eaft. ‘The wind veered towards the fouth in fuch manner as to premife we might be 
able to fhape an eaftward courfe, after which we fhould only have to leffen our latitude 
in order to reach St. Domingo, where with the wind abaft we might arrive in a 
week, 

We found ourfelves this day in 31° 30’, on parallel with Charleftown, Carolina. At 
four in the afternoon, caught a bird, called by the Spaniards tinofa, the larus of 
Linné. 

rath Auguit. Calms prevailed till evening : the little wind occafionally breathed 
was from the fouth-weft. We fteered, S. E. by E. At three the wind frefhened in the 
fame quarter, and we directed our courfe fouth-eaft, . 

33th and 14th Auguft... The wind gradually increafed on the 13th, fo as to allow 
our making four knots an hour. On the 14th at noon we were becalmed, buta gentle 
gale fprung up at four.” Our latitude this Jaft day was 31° 6’. 

The whole of the 14th we fpread all our canvas to catch the little wind that blew. 
Our failors again caught a tiburo, ‘Their avidity for this wretched filh, characterizes, at 


. 


once, their lazinefs and want of tafte: being ealy to catch, they prefer it to the doradr, - 


a fith exquifitely delicate, but which would have required more pains to‘take. Thev 
devoured the whole of it in one day, notwithftanding it weighed upwards of thirty 
pounds, ; < : 


igth Auguft. A light wind from the fouth-weft advanced us two or three leagues _ 


in courfe of the night, but was fucceeded the whole of the following day by a dead 
calm; a cruel calm, which threatened the fruftration of al! my toilfonie, tedious 
labours! Four more of my nopals I found this day had perithed, one of them with three: 
young leaves, and an ample progeny of young cochineal. What on this, as on Similar 


occafions, furprifed me greatly, my misfortunes proceeded conttantly from the plants . 


too weuk to refift the injuries of the fea air and their conrinement, and not fram the 
infects, as I the mift eapected, but which proved to be extremely patient, and aftonith. 
ingly hardy : not une of them died; I had therefore. confiderable reafor. tor felf. 
gratulation, on having colleéted three other fpecies of cacti at Campeachy, all of which 
afforded nourifhment to the cochineal, though more fparingly and with lefs advantage 
than the nopal, 2 

At 
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iit {dn-fet, the wind conftantly feeble,after veering from the fouth-weft to the fouth- 
aaft.acak into a calm. i 

16th Auguft. The wind ftil fouth-eaft : after luffing fome time we fteered nearly 
fouth-weft, advancing about half a league an hour. At eleven at night the wind 
frefhened. no - 

17h Auguft. Saw to leeward a frigate and another armed veffel, in company with 
four fhips under colours with red and white ftripes, and a number of golettas. We 
hoifted a red flag with a Burgundy crofs, and fired a gun: they made fail for us; and 
the frigate, mounting thirty guns, and commanded by Captain Cherry from New 
York, placed us between him and his galley, in which were eight men, with four 
cannonades ready levelled, and with matches lighted. She hailed us in Englifh: we 
were able to anfwer in Spanifh only. She then failed round our ftern to our 
flarboard fide. The frigate put out her boat with an officer and fix men on board ; 
but the officer underftanding no other than the Englifh language, could but give us 
the longitude, which was 75° 17’ W. of Paris. We fhewed him our paflports from 
Vera Cruz, and our regifter; and after fignifying that we came from that port, we 
prefented him fome provifions, fuch as potatoes, bananas, and ealalon, with which he 
left us perfectly fatisied. What however is fingular enough, we omitted to enquire 
the name of the commander of this {mall fquadron, and which arty it efpoufed, that . 
of the Englith or the rebels : we were however led to conclude dnt it was the former, > 
from his telling us his veffel, formerly the Bofton, was now called the Daphne. 
The four veffels under efcort, all of them mounted royals: the firft I had ever feen. 

We continued our courfe N.E. The full moon, on rifing, brought us wind with 
fhowers ; and I conftantly found that every change of the moon was accompanied by 
fimilar variations, 

18th Auguft, The laft obfervation was more clearly verified this day. At three in 
the morning we had a brifk wind and rain, and fucceflive fhowers coming from gvery 

“point of the compafs. ‘The whole of the morning we were croffed by contrary winds, 
and obliged to tack every inftant. At noon the wind increafed, blowing firft from the 
fouth, and afterwards from the fouth-weft. A gloomy fky wow threatened a ftorm : 
the wind {tili ‘ncreafed, and fome rain fell. We deemed it right to lower our ftay-fail 
and reef the main-fail; but we loft much precious time by our vain alarm, for 
the ftorm blew over, and the night was fine. From noon we had advanced about a , 

~ Teague and a half an hour ; and caught a fith the ga/feros-terus of Linné. 

igth Auguft. . A curfed calm from three in the morning till nine. At this Hur, 
and till the next day, we had wind from the fouth, and fteered north-eaft by eaft, 
advancing but three knots an hour. 

. * A-colonyof fmall migratory fifh followed us on the right and left of our rudder, 
confifting of perch, gaferes terus, and pilot fifh. Thefe fhoals of inhabitants, from a 
different hemifphere, ~yhich are cccafionally feen in different feas, refemble fo many 
‘wandering colonies feeking an afylum. Do they encounter a fhip, to them it feems a 
rock, a bank, an iflant- a fhore: they conftantly find food in its vicinage, and exertion 
in fwimming, uniieceffary borne as they are in its wake. At length the veffel arrives, - 
and the colonies fhift to thar quarters. j : 

‘ goth tuguft, The wind blowing N. E. by E. we fteered“S.-W. by W.; it after-" 
ards veered to the fouth wavering. We made fcarcely three knots an hour. This flow 
failing is little lefs vexatious than a calm, but more advantageous. We had to-day no 
rain ; the pilot reckoned us in the longitude of the point of Mezy, in paula re 
. legrees 
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degrees twenty-one minutes *, fo that we were yet two hundred-and-fifty leaeues at 
leaft, from our deftination : the land we fought for thus feeming to fly befoce us. 
Indeed it appeared to me, that the captain and pilot had aéted very wrong in fuffering, 
us to be carried hy the current from the Bahama channel, to fo high a latitude as 
thirty-three degrees. I make no doubt that the elevation of our latitude above what 
we need have made it, was the caufe of our being fubject to all the calms and contrary 
winds we had experienced; as, if we had avoided the current, in latitule twenty-eight 
degrees, we fheuld have been fecure of the trade winds much earlier, and at any rate, 
if we had coafted by the Lucayos, fhould have been certain of land breezes, The 
captain, in anfwer to my obfervation, pretended that on the day we were in latitude 
twenty-eight degrees the wind was unfavourable to our making eaftward; but this 
lame excufe was contradi€ted by my journal. The wind on that day was eaft, and 
by fteering fouth, the compofite aétion of the eaft wind and the current, which yan to 
the north, would affuredly have borne us in a fouth-eaft direCtion. 

This day I had to regret the lofs of other nopals; and I felt it the more bitterly 
from the circumftance of the impoffibility of fixing the infeCts attached to the dead 
plants on any other, as will appear in the appendix, wherein I treat of the cochineal 
infec. 

Iwas perfeclly in defpair, and almoft gave up the hope of being able to tranfport my 

“little colony in health and fafety to Santo Domingo, the caufe of which I could only 
attribute to the length of our voyage and the want of friends, which had prevented my 
making more favourable arrangements. 

- aiff Auguft. This day the wind, which during the night had blown but gently 
N. E. by E., at fix in the morning veering to the N. E., blew with greater force, 
and we advanced five or at leaft Fie knots an hour, and found ourfelves in the 
longitude of Cape Nicholas Mole, latitude twenty-nine degrees forty-nine minutes 
north. The fky was beautiful, a line of clouds branching in flips fine as the flax. 
which is fpun from the diftaff, in the direCtion north and fouth indicated, at length the 
fpeedy prefence of the winds for which we fighed. Should they continue favourable 
but only fix days, they:aeill carry us to Cape Francois. 

1 obferved Mere@ry an hour before fun-rife, in the conftellation Cancer. 

a2d Auguft. While running N. N. E.t, at the rate of five or fix knots an hour, 
the wind increafed to fuch a degree, that by five in the evening we were obliged t, 
lower our tops and reef our main-fail. At noon by obfervation, we weve in latitr te 
twenty-eight degrees forty-four minutes, and in the longitude of Tortuga. The fua 
rofe through a red and lowering atmofphere. At fetting it was entirely -obfcured_by . 
vapour, which covered the horizon in every direction. : 

At ten, notwithftanding we had lowered our tops and top-gallants, we failed at the 
rate of five knots. The waves beat with a deep and hollow found againft che fides of 
the veffel, and fhook it by the violence of their percuffion: twejity times did they 
break over the deck, anda violent rain falling at the fame tin.e, we were fain to clofe 
the hatchways, and put up all our dead lights.. I endeavovreu to fleep, but in vain, 
one could reft no where... Every billow threw the fhip on “her beam-ends, and not any 
thing could be kent-feady on the deck. The fea ran dreadfully high: our fragile 
veffel was now raif.u an hundred feet from the level, and now engulphed in a hollovr 
abyfs, while the noife of the winds in the rigging was equal to the roaring of thunder. 


* This is an error, it fhould be 33°, 21‘ as is feen by what “ollows, Travs. 
* + It thould be, as the fignal thews, S. S. W., that is the diredtly oppofite rhamb. Tran, : 
I wifhed 
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L-withed much to contemplate this horrible fcene, but there was no kee: ing the deck ; 
aad wi.at, in fact, could be feen in a night as‘dark'as Erebus? We diftiibuted brandy 
_to our men, who feemed in fpirits, and fang in midi: of the ftorm *, while we were 
a prey to the moft alarming apprehenfions. At firft,.1 was inclined “rom this circum- 
ftance to conclude that the danger was not imminent; but the folace of this fanc 
endured but for a moment. I refleed on the nature of thefe beings, fo. differently 
modified to us; and blamed my firft conclufions ). 

23d Auguit.- Day beamed, yet brought us no alleviation, 
with undiminifhed violence. The impetuous winds howled in the ‘fhrouds, dark clouds 
overhanging obfcured the whole horizon, and the fea ran mountain high.’ Our crew 
were harrafled to death, the captain dejeéted, our rigging flack, and our fails ig fhivers; 
every thing, in fhort, made us dread exceedingly a night like that we pait, while, fpite 
of fome reddened clouds in the welt, towards fix in: the evening, which we were 
willing to hail as a prefage of a calm, or at leaft an abatement of the tempeft, the 
winds feemed to redouble their force, and a heavy ftorm of rain continued till 
midnight. ; 

24th Auguft. This morning, though the fea ftill ran very high, the violence of the 
wind had fomewhat abated: it blew now from the fouth-fouth-eaft. On rifing I dif. 
tinguifhed a gleam of fun-thine thooting through fome. light clouds 3 and as the day - 
advanced the fun fhewed itfelf at intervals, and enabl us to take the latitude at 
noon, which we found to be twenty-fix degrees twenty-eight minutes : our longitide 
was that of the Weftern-Cape of Maguana, fo that, notwithitanding the ftorm, as T had 
premifed, we had loft nothing of our longitude, and on the other hand, had ditninithea ” 
our latitude by nearly fifty leagues. We ftcered eaft-north-catt t, certainly a bad 
courle, for had we direéted the veffel to the fouth, we thould in two days had Maguana 
under our lee, and in three days after might have made the-Cape, from which we were 
nly a hundred-and-twenty leagues diftant. a & 
* Though I have made feven voyages at fea, I never. wis witnels to fuch dreadful 
weather, unaccompanied with lightning and thunder. -'The 2 had driven from us 
moft of the fl.oal of colonifts which furrounded our ruddeéj for ‘of all their number 
remained only two fmall white pilot-fith, and two large black perch... My parrot, and - 
indeed all my birds, foreboded the bad weather 


by their agitation, fluttering, and 
*ouder and hoarfer notes than ufual. I loft none of them. My jalop fuffered fo triuch 


" as to make “ne apps chenfive of its perifhing ; but fortunately my infects and nopals 
received lefs injurythan I expected, My firft obje& was the prefervation of the former, 
‘tor I conjetred that I might meet with nopals in the King’s garden. : 

',. 25th Augeit. ‘The wind blowing eaft-north-eaft, we fteered fo 


uth till noon, when 
“it appeared Sy obfervation, we were in twenty-fix degrees twenty-five minutes, 


end on tle meridian of the Caicos. The winds variable and light throughout 
the day. nON, Xe 
ath Augut, . Caime and contrary winds again fettered us to thefe feas : it feemed 
_ as if we were never to ve xeleafed from our captivity, and as though the gipata and 
pilot were: in league to protong it. The: laft fault they were guilty of was in not 
makin, way to leeward by a weft-outh-weft courte : we the 


oldgit is true, -by this - 
Fieans have got lower down than Maguana, but by help of- the ‘fouth-weft winds, 


for thé tempeft raged 


* Ma refo eferto fi poco teme 
Che we al faon’ del mar che freme 
Q ful’ prora cantando va. : Metsrasio. 
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which afterwards prevailed, we fhould have zecovered our latitude *, andthave advanced 
eighty leagues on our way. It certainly was moft vexatious to have been up~ards -of * 
three months at fea, and have run nearly two thouland leagues, to fetch a,place”.but 
five hundred ledpues in a tre& line from our point of departure. _ RIS Ke” 
At night ho’ ‘we had. pees winds, but fo feeble, asalfo on the two following 
* ~ days, that we {earcely proceeded at the rate ofa league an hour. This however was 
# ~ a better fate tlfan befell us on the 2gth, when we had a dead calm. ‘a 
a7th Augaft.. At nine in the morning this day we. fancied we-difcerned. a fhelf, > 
a white band thirty toifes long}, was feen nearly in the diretion we were failing. 
‘Was this the trunk of fome enormous tree; fuch as is fometimes feen in the Gulf of 
Mexico? Wasit fome veffel which had capfifed ? Round it was feen a number of fharks, 
and fkimming about flocked a variety of fea-fowl, whence I conjectured it to be the 
carcafe of fome vaft montfter of the fea. The captain, againft my will, as T regretted 
the lofs of fo much precious time, fteered towards it, and approached it within the 
diftance of thirty fathoms,.but at a hundred we already diftinguifhed what it was by 
the putrid fmell it exhaled. One fingle piece of this leviathan appeared to-be fifteen 
mk, fathoms long, befides which were feven or eight continuous but disjuné pieces of 
from two to three fathomsin length: the breadth of it was feven fathoms, and its 
*, — thicknefs, befides about three feet which floated out of the water, from fix to feven 
fathoms. It had been rotting, no doubt, a confiderable length of time, for it refembled 
nothing but a hide blown out, mifhapen, and without trace of any form; the entrails, 
_.. floating-on,the water like the filaments of mollufca, extended in network the fpace of 
eighty feet: many feparate parts weve feen about it at the diftance of about twenty 
fathoms. from the. main piece :. we clearly diftinguithed the whole to be rotten flefh < 
notwithftanding a greafytroth of dazzling whitenefs floated all around.” Some parts 
of the carcafe were of avblackith hue, and gore like : the whole undulated irregularly 
_ vith the water, whence I concluded that the bony frame was diffolved, and that,. of 
+. courfe, the monfter muft have long been dead. But again, to what enormous alumal 
could thefe vatt relies have belonged ? This it is the province of our illuftrious Pliny* = - 
to decide, of him to whomis known the whole furprifing volume ¢f nature’s grand 
productions. : 
This day the obfervation at noon gave for our latitude twenty-fix degrees twenty- 
one minutes: our longitude was the meridian of Fort Dauphin. 
goth Auguft, . Ourdatitude this day was twenty-five degre twelve, minutes “orth : 
‘our longitude that of the Caicos. At fix in the evening, a gale\ fprang up. Dvring 
the calm, a flock of birds, frigates, gulls, lari, and boobies, availed ithemfelves of,the 
purfuit, on the part of dorados and bonitos of the flying-fith, to mal fe them in tarn their 
prey. The fea was beaten and covered for the fpace of a league by the flying-&fh,- 
eo alternately in the air and the fea, by.the bonitos, who purfued them, -nd ‘he winged 
tribes which caught thefe latter from the furface. Who Tias ever feen thosing hunt- — 
ing. in the plains of Choify, Mount Rouge, or St. Denis? “sige game enclofedis driven 7% 
.. from,all_quarters*as: into.an enclofure:, thehunt is a hyji no longer, but the field of 
» dport a flaughter-houfe : fuch was the hunt of the doradoesand birds. “> ~~ ee 
- "Lhe afped of douyen was through the whole night frightful: here diigy tlouds, 
there Brey. wer? furrowed by inceflant flathes of vivid lightning : the wind fouth,ea(ts 
- our cousfefouth-weft by welt re 
3 ut Augutte This day we.were unable to taRe.an obfervation: the fky ftill overs 
. _caft, the wind lefsftrong, after pafling to the fquth again, veered to the saft. An unfor-. 
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> " tunéte firoll from the north had prevented our enjoying reft or comfort, whether by day 





. * or night, Sr four preceding dayse., = : = 
_ +14 September. This. day at noon we found ourfelves in Jatitude twenty-five degrees, ¥ 
twenty-four minutes. The wind, conftantly eaft-fouth-eaft, f2emed regtlary and con= : 
tinuous. We hoped to fee: Maria Juana, called otherwife Maguana ; but not fucceed- — - iS oe 
ing in our expe@ations, laid to, for fear of running on the fhallows.. Some few drops 5 ye 
~~ of rain fell this day. be ak aa 
2d September. + This morning we proceeded: om our courfe at five o’clock, and at o 

fix hoifted our fquare fail, or fail of fortune, fteering weft-fouth-weft to make theland. — ~ 

At length, at eight o’clock, we perceived to; windward -fome extremely lowlands, 

bounded by reefs, on which the {urges breaking, rofe to upwards’ of twenty feet: this. ©. 
at leaft we computed, as at four leagues off the breakers refembled. the laiten fails of : 


> 





é fifhermen. “ We thought thefe-lands the Caicos, and flattered ourfelves with reaching _ * ed 
Sale the Cape next day: the land, however, turned-out to be Mi ) aS was verified, note ye" ae 
withftanding the different opinion: of the pilot and captain, our joint obfervations the wing: ae : 

the latitude twenty-two degrees, twenty minutes, the exaét latitude of Moguana. # + : : 


So many errors on the part of my conductors encouraged-me to offer advice. Ire-.*. —<—_ 
commended the captain to run on oppofite tacks; in order to double the Tfeneagas to. * 5 
windward, feeing we were fteering direct upon them. He heeded me-not, butlaid to. °- ; 
What was the confequence? At eight in the morning we faw Little Heneaga: it wast °°" 5; i 
miftaken for the Caicos, and we did not change our courfe. At noonyland! land! was 
called out. Some faid it was Tortuga, fome the Main: neither were in the right: it 
was Greater Heneaga, along which we were obliged to coaft from eaft- to: weft the 

na whole atternoon, in order to double it to leeward, ,with the difadvantage of-a wind in ee 

oppofition to the currents. “: : 
= In coafting along Greater Heneaga, entirely furrounded by.fhoals, whilefrom. three 
to four leagues from fhore, we faw bottom a-head : terror nowe-was generaly-and the ; ° 
= clamour ufual on fimilar oceafions with Spaniards, ferved only to. increafe the alarmy 

Scarcely had we time to tack about. This would indeed have-been.a wreck in» port) 

2 and, thanks to the drunkennels and inexperience of our pilot, who, notwithftan ing; 
reckoned himfelf a very clever fellow, we were in this inftance aa danger: 
than we had experienced before throughout the whole-thiee t “voyage. 

a, September. ‘The wind blowing {trong from the north-eatt, we kept under fai 
alt nip‘it, and in the moiriing, by ten, got fight of the head-lands of St. Domingo, * 

We noon I recogniAsi Point Jean Rabel and Cape Fou to the fouthward. “I-was‘s 
exodgdingly affe@ed, for I had reckoned on reaching the Cape that day; which ‘it now 

ss was impoffible we fhocld do while the wind blew from the quarter it‘did. ‘Phe vexa-. 

“tioft prevanted my eating any dinner: the captain, noticing this, enquired the caufe . 

withemuch folititude andukindnefs. I feized:the opportunity prefented to me by- this ‘e 

— quetion, Stntreat hint to 4and me at Saint Nicholas Mole, offering to pay ‘all the 
” charges of anchorage-ana -~ ct dues his compliance might occafioh : -he was grieved 
_ even to teay's at the though. He faid, that the moment was at hand when we inuft fe. 





} * parate. VAhat;“obferved I, didyou then imagine we were never to-part ? Have we- ‘a 
not throug. tHe whole courle of life conftantly befpfe us example vations inal" + E 
~ioen‘rom every object of their fondeft attachment, feparations which every one of ‘ 


chem but precurfors of others? Do-we not fee that nothing. is durable, nothing~ - 
- ‘ftable? Alas, my friend, this is an Gftablithed law to which of neceffity: we ‘mutt fub-.- 
mit either with good-will or per force! > You-haye been kind to me in extreme: “the ~ - Se, 
_._) taf your generous heart preferibed has been moft amplkAccomplithed ; would ta’ 
on se ; 
— - : Ng “A Heaven os 
oo ‘ one 
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282 b acy e were able to render you {till more effential fervices; yes, my brave afk 
23 all be to fhew my gratitude by every poflible meas. Fos, ete FE 
“~The captain liftened to-reafon, and readily agreed to fteer for the Mole, though-ftilt 
a Rdenceot, -mood. Soon, however, the pleafure of being on land earlier than he 
4  expeéted, and of not having to- buffet with the waves’ for two or three days longer; 
“® which poflibly. it would take him to reach the-Gapepin cafe the winds fhoula not bes - 
* come more favourable, unruffled his brow, and we entered the bay of the Mole, each ~ 
alike gay anc cheerful: as for me, I was. fo pleafingly furprized tc fee myfelf on» St. 
‘ Domingo, that I rubbed my eyes, and dreaded to:wake from a dream. ; 
My <irft care was to wait upon. M. dela Valtiere, the King’s lieutenant, at Saint 
“> Nicholas Mole. I informed him who I was, and what the object of the voyage I had 
undertaken. He loaded me with kindnefs, fought how to: render me fervice by 
every means, and punifhied according to their merits fome failors who had given me 
eaufe of complaint. I had here alfo the good fortune of forming an» acquaintance 
with Mefirs, Dunfteville and Dumanoir, of the engineer fervice, who fhewed nie the 
is greateft civility. : : 
ee now wrote to the intendant of the ‘colony, but burning with impatience to reach 
. ~*Port au Prince, without waiting his anfwery I-availed mylelf of the offer of M. de 
5° Vaflal to repair’ thither, in a King’s galley, which he commanded, ‘We failed on’ the 
; ".. Sgth September, and on the 2 5th arrived at Port au Prince. 
‘The intendant gave me a moft- kind and gracious reception : he ordered payment of 
the two thoufand livres due to me, according to the direction of the: minifter; and 
moreover, gave me an appointment under himfelf, with a thoufand:crowns a-year. 
‘The pleafure 1 felt at feeing my friends again, the fatigue I endured on my voyage; NM 
the change of airand diet, all combined, occafioned me a ficknefs of more than fix 
weeks duration, .. x 











AS foon as I recov: I wrote to my parents and friends. I forwarded a relat’on 
* © yof my yoyage to the r, and. difpatched the firft fpecimens of the plants 1 had: 
ii brought from Mexicosfor the King’s garden; but all thefe were loft with Captain ~ 
* Gillet, on_his: return fromsthe Cape, whither he had come in the Pofilon of Rochelle; 
with the firtt i ice of an embargo. aa 
My Spani in, from. whom I thoughtlefsly feparated myfelf at the Mole, while, ° 


he was careening his boat, without taking leave, revenged himfelf of m incivility.“<2 a 
manner highly honourable to himfelf, by fending me. back a ~ill for “fty-four Wars, 
which T fent him before my departure, that is to fay, fourteen to : spay advances he had 
made me, and forty which Theld it my duty to pay him for my p> se. I'muyah yee. 
gretted and ftill remember with the livelicft affection, this excell+<n4 obliging ‘young 
man, whom I never can think of-without inquietude, as fincé ovr parting I ‘nave not 
once heard from him, notwithftanding his promife of correfponding w  aé. “May 


I never hear but good news’of this youth, to whom I was-jr ee y-return, ~~ * 
however eon as it happened to be; with tedioust nd : 
Ldid not -enjoy the fweet arifing from the fuccefs of ~ny expedit out fome . 


bitter. mingledin'thecup. I had effected a matter of pablic utility, ana ‘d but. be. 
“seme a butt fc pr arrows of envy+ ftill the fhaft which ftruck the deepsu, and-eaufe~ > 
the greateft po’. was an infinuation ‘attributed to have been circulated. by the Srip*o 
“captain, by a man fg truly my friend, that I had Stolen my cochineal. j 
It was however impoifible that any fuch like-cliarge could have been made by the* 
-. _eaptain 5 for, feparate from his being moft affeftionately attached to mr, I never had > 
told him fo; but, on the- snirary, as was truth, that I had bough. them at Sur). 
ee aa ° die, 
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~’ difculpate himfelf in’ the eyes of the Spanith nation, for be'1 


~ believe that any cuarge on fuch account could. be alledged againft him, fince, how- 


"prototype of a different nation, on whom nature has beftowe 















diff. re..: “laces in Mexico; and I have fuch-opinion of, phomserpixwpbe-fecurchecindll = 
‘as uttle ~~ guilty of falfehood as of-calumny, _ If it be faid, however; that the. captain 
might have committed fuch a double outrage, for his, owr- defence, and in order to y, 
te. f ] gan accompuce in:carrying - 

off the prize, I muft anfwer, that while at the Cape he: could not have been in” feet hh ne 
i = eae 


dicament requiring fuch procedure ; nor even if he were in his own county: | Me 












ever fevere the laws which prohibit the n of dry cochineal, there are n 
which forbid -the.tranfport of it alive. » There is not, therefore, the flighteft likelitio 
that this dart was lanced by the captain 5 no, it was the poifoned: javelin of @ 
enemy, fome foe to my tranquillity, or rathahiot fome infamous mi(creants who look 
on all that is merit6rious only. witheinvidious eyes, eee ae jee oo 
And after all, can it be imagined, if it had been impoflible for me to haye purchafed 
this precious infeét, an. infe&t I was fo anxiqus to naturalize in our country, thatI ~~ 
fhould endure the abortion of my projeé& on account of a falfe and-ridiculous delicacy ? 
Moft affuredly I fhould not, any more than a favage coming to Frat j 
grain, with which to enrich the land of his birth: © S * : 
After fuch an avowal, doubtlefs my teftimony te of credit ; but mo 
be faid: have I at any time paffed with any one for a fool or an ideot ? and 
deferve to be efteemed other in ftealing a matter, «precious certainly.in 
which might be obtained for a mere trifle, and.in thus expofing myfelf. 
mortification, the obloquy, which muft naturally follow ? in fack, whatat 
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houfe could I have anfwered, on being interrogated, how I had got his produ 
lie in fuch eafe would not have been lefs dangerous than a confeffion hurtful 
have been expofed to the lofs of the whole fruit of my-travels, and in 
Spabiards have incurred an opprobrium more painful to me than, déa 
“think I do not deceive myfelf with refpe& to: right andgewxc 
the cochineal would, in my opinion, have been an att of { 
gards the. cultivator whofe garden I might have defpoil 
to.avoid, and I tksk fuccefsfully ; for by buying it, I only com 
the nation from whom I bore it away: now, in my pofition, 


















the.“\me right to her favours; and if, after offering payment fo cochi 

ever) “ice migiihave b/<n impofed, all,the Indians to whom I might have applied had ee 

com. ined to reftie my requeft, I fhould then have confidered myfelf, as in cafe of 

war, ablolved fie the reftriGions of focial laws ; but in infringing them, in ie Be 

away. by ftratages-=i-t had been denied to entreaty, Diwould have compenfated the 
“indyidua’ towards whom I might be guilty of a real injury, and have covered with 

pialkers th ~~“ur‘l fgom which I bore off my prize. see 





= Fromf — “»"yNcd thus with the mtmoft fincerity T have expofe 
judged if L «cv. ewith to reproach myfelf. Were 
_ heart f= sacguitta: ;~but on a fubjeét fo delicate, and inyol 
*. leave with -sto decide. EP Pap EA 
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